
Independent 
&

localsaugerties times
Ulster Publishing • Vol. XXV, No. 01 • Jan. 2, 2020 • $1.50

VERITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY
HUNDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
OF THINGS TO DO 
IN ALMANAC 
WEEKLY

INSIDE

TOWN JUSTICE SCHOOLS OUTDOORS ALMANAC

HOLIDAY HOLIDAY 
MEMORIESMEMORIES

DON DON 
WILLIAMSWILLIAMS
DEPDEPARTSARTS     3 4 6 7

SHUSTERSHUSTER
RETIRESRETIRES

LUNCH PROGRAM LUNCH PROGRAM 
FOCUSES ON FOCUSES ON 
INCLUSIONINCLUSION

PLUS:  ECONOMY PAGE 8

continued on page 5

Back on the ice
Kiwanis Arena resumes operation after $1.3 million in repairs.

T he long-awaited replacement of 

the Kiwanis Ice Arena’s deteriorating 
walls and roof were completed behind 
schedule — but under budget, according 
to Saugerties town Parks and Recreation 

Supervisor Greg Chorvas.
Chorvas attributed the lower-than-anticipated 

cost to private donations paid toward the project; 
$58,000 worth of work taken on by ice arena em-
ployees that drove down Legacy Building Solution’s 
initial quote; equipment for the job sourced from 
the municipality rather than rented; and the accu-
mulation of $500 late fees accrued over each of the 
30 days that the project ran late. The whole project 
was priced at $1.3 million when it was approved by 
the Saugerties town board in June, $400,000 of 
which came through the State Dormitory Authority, 
$500,000 of which was taken from the town’s fund 
balance and the remainder, according to the wording 
of the town board’s resolution okaying the project, 
additional state money and facility fees from the 
new arena and other town ventures. Should these 
funding sources fall through or come up short, 

taxpayers will have to make up the difference.
The project began after a 2014 Legacy Building 

Solutions study warned that the 18-year-old struc-
ture had begun to deteriorate, and that there was 
“no permanent repair solution for the damage that 
is occurring, and the use of temporary adhesive 
products is the only way to mitigate the damage and 
help keep [precipitation] out of the building.” The 
polyethylene fabric panels making up the arena’s 
roof, according to Chorvas, began “pixellating,” or 
ripping like a cracked windshield, in 2014. After 
some discussion, the board moved ahead with a 
plan to replace the roof and walls.

In June, officials anticipated that construction 
would finish in September, in time to accommodate 
this year’s hockey and skating seasons. But the pro-
cess of removing the fabric roof didn’t begin until 
Oct. 9. Beforehand, town employees removed all of 
the existing speakers, wires, sprinkler systems, and 
lights as well as the existing aluminum insulation 
in preparation for the removal of the fabric.

The rink has been open to skaters since Dec. 14, 

phyllis mccabe

Skaters enjoy the newly refurbished arena.

KIWANIS ICE ARENA 
RENOVATION COMPLETE, 
EXPANDED HOLIDAY 
HOURS

The Kiwanis Ice Arena is now fully open in its brand 
new building. The arena has expanded holiday 
week public skating sessions along with Sticks & 
Pucks and drop-in hockey. On Tuesday, Dec. 31, 
there will be ice skating from 6:30-8 a.m., 8:15-10 
a.m., 10:15-11:45 a.m. noon to 1:30 p.m. and 1:45-3:15 
p.m. An expanded Sticks & Pucks session will be 
held that day from 3:30-6 p.m. and a special New 
Year’s Eve skate from 6:30-10 p.m. On New Year’s 
Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, public skating will be from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. and 1:45-3:45 p.m., followed by 
freestyle skating from 4-6 p.m. Admission costs $7 
for adults, $5 for elementary-high school students 
and is free for children ages fi ve and under. For more 
information, call the arena offi  ce at (845) 247-2590, 
ext. 302, email rkleeman@saugerties.ny.us or visit 
www.kiwanisicearena.com.



2  •  Jan.  2 ,  2020   saugerties times

   Community health Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

Xanax likely cause of Christmas crash
Garreth M. Clancy of Cairo, 32, told town police 

that he had taken several Xanax pills before getting 
behind the wheel — officers found several more 
on his person after responding to the scene of his 
smashed vehicle, which had come to rest against a 
tree at 5:52 a.m. on Christmas morning. Police said 
that the car struck a guardrail, grating against it for 
a half-mile until the rail gave way to open space and 
Clancy’s Jeep careened off the roadway.

“I’ve seen more Xanax than I’ve seen cocaine in the 
last four or five years, I don’t see cocaine like I used 
to,” said Police Chief Joe Sinagra of the prescription 
anxiety medication, known for causing drowsiness 
and blackouts. “I think it’s because [cocaine is] so 
expensive, there are cheaper drugs out there.”

Clancy was charged with the misdemeanors of 
driving while ability impaired and seventh-degree 

criminal possession of a controlled substance. He 
was released pending a future court appearance.

Drugged driving
Police charged Sarah F. Olsen of Saugerties, 

36, with a misdemeanor DWAI at 4:01 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve after an officer observed her driving 
erratically and veering between lanes. The specific 
drugs that impaired her driving, according to Sau-
gerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra, have not yet been 
determined. Lab results, he said, can take anywhere 
from four to 12 weeks to process. No illicit substances 
were found on Olsen’s person; she will return to 
town court next week to answer her charges. 

Pedestrians ticketed
A mother and son were struck by a car and issued 

tickets under New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law 
on Christmas Eve after stepping off the curb and in 
the path of an oncoming vehicle on Market Street 
in the area of the post office. Jonathan Swart, 20, 
and his mother Diane Swart, 57, were both charged 
with violations for failing to use the crosswalk and 
to yield to a vehicle. Both pedestrians were treated 

at the scene by Diaz Ambulance Paramedics, then 
transported to the HealthAlliance Hospital in 
Kingston. According to Police Chief Joe Sinagra, 
the younger Swart suffered an elbow injury and 
the two “were more shook up than anything else.”

This brings the number of pedestrians hit by 
cars in Saugerties in 2019 up from six to eight; 
only one pedestrian was struck by a vehicle in 2018, 
according to police. Pedestrians, said police, must 
yield to all vehicles outside of crosswalks; they are 
obligated to use crosswalks if one is nearby. Sinagra 
said that pedestrian safety would “once again” be 
a priority in 2020. In 2013, after 12 pedestrians 
were struck by cars in the village of Saugerties, two 
fatally, police launched a “See! Be Seen!” campaign 
to prevent further accidents, and installed new 
crosswalk buttons at the intersection between Main 
and Partition streets.

“People are doing everything else,” said Sinagra. 
“They’re talking to each other on their cellphone, 
they’re texting with their heads down and walk 
right into the street.”

- Compiled by Christina Coulter
 

POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.
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DA’s race recounting 
goes on...

W e’re finishing Rosendale, 

Saugerties was done early be-
cause of the close races there...” 
said Ashley Dittus, Democratic 
commissioner of elections here 

in Ulster County, about the hand recount of all the 
ballots cast in the 2019 election for County district 
attorney. The initial counts, finished December 11 
after a prolonged period of wrangling over absentee 
and challenged ballots, had Democrat Dave Clegg the 
winner by a mere 79 votes out of more than 52,500 
cast, over Republican Mike Kavanagh. The Ulster 

County Charter calls for a recount if the total margin 
between the candidates is less than two-tenths of 
one percent, though had Kavanagh conceded, the 
recount would not have had to take place. 

As of Monday afternoon, December 30, not 
including Rosendale, board of elections personnel 
had completely counted 31,909 of the election day 
ballots. “That leaves 11,776 for election day ma-
chines, plus the early voting, another 7433...that’s 
all the voting system ballots.” The rest are paper 
ballots — absentees and challenged votes, which 
will be counted again, though they were scrutinized 
carefully by both sides in the original tally. 

Dittus says nothing much has changed in the 
counting thus far. 

“There’s one (vote) pickup for Dave. There’s a few 
they’ve challenged for stray marks, or where they 
made squiggles, so we’ll count two for Kavanagh.” 

And she opines, “Things might change slightly, 
but it’s not going to get through to 80 votes.” 

She speculated on a timetable. “We’re closed on 
Wednesday [New Year’s Day] but everyone is here 
Tuesday and Thursday. We’re going at a pretty good 
pace now, there are no issues. I think well be done 
sometime next week.”

And that will be the end of it...unless someone 
files a lawsuit...

   Community health

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S

Meeting on Auringer application
The Town of Kingston’s planning board has set 

a Wednesday, January 22 date to continue review 
of the 850 Route 28 project that’s been roiling 
residents and users of the Onteora Lake trails and 
forever-wild lands that surround it. The session 
will start at 7 p.m. in the auditorium of M. Clifford 
Miller School, 65 Fording Place, Lake Katrine on 
the application to build a 120,000-square-foot man-
ufacturing facility, with the possibility of a second, 
similarly-sized structure to be built at a later date. 
A previous hearing was held in late August after 
standing-room-only crowds forced a move from 
town offices in Sawkill last summer.

At their August 29 session on the Thomas Au-
ringer application, town planning board members 
voted unanimously to rescind a past decision to 
declare a negative declaration of environmental 
impact under state SEQRA law, as well as a previous 
zoning change upon which much of the application 
had been based.

Prior to the January 22 meeting, which will be 
open to the public, the planning board has set a 
Thursday, January 2 workshop session to prepare an 
agenda for the Lake Katrine meeting. The January 
2 workshop in Kingston’s  town offices on Sawkill 
Road will not be open to public commentary.

Everything 
Ulster Publishing 
 now in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com
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He wrote the book
Dan Shuster, institutional memory of Saugerties town planning, retires (sort of)

By David Gordon

D an Shuster is officially retiring 

as the Saugerties town plan-
n i n g  b o a r d ’s  c o n s u l t a n t . 
Who would be a better person to inter-
pret the zoning law than the guy who 

wrote it? Saugerties town planning board chairman 
Howard Post asked the question at the last meeting at 
which Dan Shuster would serve as the board’s consultant. 
Shuster also got to eat his law. The December 16 
meeting ended with a short celebration that included 
a cake baked by board secretary Becky Bertorelli. The 
cake featured an edible zoning map of Saugerties and 
the cover page of the zoning law.

Shuster has been consultant to the planning 
board since he replaced Jeremy Kane, who left to 
take a job in Rhinebeck, in 2010. Prior to the ap-
pointment, Shuster worked for the town in a private 
capacity, guiding the formulation of the town’s first 

zoning law. Shuster also served as the planners’ 
consultant from 1992 to 2002. He holds a master’s 
degree in municipal planning from Pratt Institute, 
and has had a planning consulting business for 
more than 40 years.

With only minimal amendment, the zoning law is 
still the town’s code, Post noted. An update is scheduled. 
Unlike planners who simply interpret the law, Post 
said, Shuster has helped applicants rework plans that 
didn’t conform to the zoning law. Shuster and the 
board members hold a monthly workshop meeting at 
which applicants can discuss their plans and receive 
guidance in bringing their plans into conformity 
with the law.

When Post’s mother, Marie Post, served on the 
town board, Shuster worked with her to plan the 
Woodstock Festival 25th anniversary at the Winston 
Farm in Saugerties in 1994. That was not your typ-
ical planning consultant’s task, Howard Post noted.

Planning board member Carole Furman em-
phasized the combination of knowledge and com-
passion that Shuster brought to the job. “You don’t 
tell people what they can’t do; you tell them what 
they can do,” she remembered Shuster saying at 
the farewell gathering that followed the last board 
meeting. “He was very thoughtful and caring.”
Zoning board of appeals chair Jeanne Goldberg 
recalled how Shuster he worked with other town 
bodies. While Shuster was not the board’s official 
consultant, he was called in to help with specific 
cases, she said. Shuster would work with the ZBA 
on cases where his expertise was needed. “He doesn’t 
regularly attend our board meetings,” said the 20-
year ZBA veteran, “but we could call on him.”

Shuster’s long experience with the town has made 
him “the town’s institutional memory,” Goldberg 
said. “He is very knowledgeable of the law,” she said. 
“I’m glad to hear he will still work with the town in 

some capacity.” Shuster wrote the town zoning law 
in 1989, but was not involved in the 2008 update.

Shuster recalled his first contact with Saugerties 
some 50 years ago. His car broke down on the New 
York State Thruway in Saugerties. “I had to catch 
a bus,” he recalled.

In 1983, he prepared a waterfront revitaliza-
tion plan for the Village of Saugerties; It was the 
first such plan in the Hudson Valley, Shuster said. 
The idea of a zoning law was controversial in 
Saugerties, Shuster recalled. “There had been two 
previous attempts, but they were not finished.” The 
town was sharply divided, but after much discussion 
a compromise was reached. “Joe Benjamin was 
the chairman of the zoning commission. He was 
essential in getting it through.”

Shuster takes some pride in the fact that the 
comprehensive plan he developed in Kingston 
almost 60 years ago has stood the test of time. The 
first update of that law came only six years ago.

Shuster intends to continue to work with the Sau-
gerties planning board. He won’t attend all the meet-
ings, but he will still consult on all applications. He’ll 
also continue to work with the ZBA when needed. 
He serves as a consultant to other towns as well.

It is possible to
Live and Enjoy Life

without Alcohol and 
Other Drugs

Helping the chemically dependent
take that First Step for over
4 decades and 4 generations.Inpatient Rehabilitation  

and Wellness Center

After Hours: 845.532.2418
845.626.3555 • www.villaveritas.org

5 Ridgeview Rd, PO Box 610, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

Make 2020 the year 
your recovery begins. 

Start your journey here.

     Community health

david gordon

The Saugerties town planning board celebrated planning 
consultant Dan Shuster’s long service board with a cake 
at his fi nal meeting. Board secretary Becky Bertorelli is at 
the left, Dan Shuster in the center, and chairman Howard 
Post on the right.
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Don Williams departs
Prosecutor, jurist reflects on career as his time on the bench comes 
to an end
By Jesse J. Smith

In 2010, not long into Ulster County 

court judge Donald Williams’ tenure on 
the bench, deputies at the county sheriff ’s 
office had a laugh over an incarcerated 
defendant’s assessment of the longtime 

prosecutor-turned-jurist. The jail’s call-recording 
system captured the inmate lamenting the tough 
sentences handed down in Williams’ courtroom: 
“That dude is slaying [defendants] with time.”

Over the course of his decade on the bench 
and three more in the district attorney’s office, the 
66-year-old Williams earned a reputation for dis-
pensing tough justice on violent or repeat offenders, 
along with harsh critiques of attorneys who made 
the mistake of entering his courtroom unprepared.

Despite his reputation for toughness, Williams 
has also worked to make his vision of punishment 
— followed by redemption and reform — manifest 
in efforts to assist addicts and help the formerly 
incarcerated reintegrate into society. As he pre-
pared to step down from the bench at year’s end, 
Williams sat down with Ulster Publishing for the 
first time since his election as county court judge 
to talk about his 40-year career in Ulster County’s 
criminal justice system. 

Williams grew up on Crown Street in Uptown 
Kingston, in the shadow of the Ulster County court-
house. He would pass by the iconic structure every 
day on his way from school to religious instruction. 
The son of an accountant and a homemaker and 
real-estate agent, Williams said he recognized early 
on that he had an unusual aptitude for debate, a 
talent he could put to use in the legal profession.

“I refer to it as my gift, my family used to call it 
the curse,” said Williams. “I always felt I could try to 
understand both sides of an argument, and, once de-
cided, aggressively and persuasively argue my position.”

Williams took that gift to Seton Hall, then Albany 
Law School and then, after passing the bar, to the 
county district attorney’s office, where he went to work 
for then-DA and future state supreme court judge E. 
Michael Kavanagh. At the time, Williams said he had 
no plans to make a career on the prosecution side 
of the bar. Rather, he planned to follow a well-worn 
path for fledgling attorneys — put in a few years 
in a DA’s office, gain valuable trial experience, and 
then move on to more lucrative work as a litigator. 
Having grown up in modest, albeit comfortable cir-
cumstances, the aspiration to become a high-rolling 
trial attorney had allure for Williams. “Money and 
to be rich was a consideration,” said Williams of his 
early career plans. “I knew I had a gift. I wanted to 
be a trial lawyer for a long time. I wanted to go into 
private practice and make a lot of money.”

A change in career plans
That path would shift, unalterably, with a hor-

rific crime that unfolded among Marlborough’s 
apple orchards. On March 13, 1979, Antonio 
Navarro and David Cruz abducted a 15-year-old 
girl from Haverstraw in her mother’s car. The pair 
took her to an apple farm in the southern Ulster 
County town, where they broke into a trailer. 
Over the next 24 hours Cruz and Navarro repeat-
edly sexually assaulted the victim at knifepoint. 
The next day, they left her hogtied and gagged on 
the dirt floor of a woodshed. Williams still marvels 
that the frail teenager was able to free herself from 
her bonds and make her way to safety.

Barely a year out of law school, Williams was 
assigned to prosecute the case because, he believes, 
as the office’s youngest ADA, his superiors thought 
he was best suited to establish a rapport with the 
teen victim. Cruz would go on to plead guilty to a 
single count of rape. He was sentenced to six to 
18 years in state prison and died there in 1995.
Navarro opted to go to trial. Williams recalls the 
trepidation he felt knowing that the girl would have 
to testify in excruciating detail about her ordeal and 
fearing she would freeze up on the witness stand. 
Forty years later, he pauses to collect himself as he 
describes the climactic moment of the trial.

“She steps down from the witness stand, walks 
over to the defense table and said, ‘This is the man 

who tried to ruin my life,’” recalls Williams. “To see 
the courage of that young lady was amazing after 
what had happened to her. She didn’t want it to 
happen to someone else.”

Navarro was convicted on all counts and received 
consecutive maximum terms for rape, robbery, kid-
napping and other crimes. He was released in 2012 
after 33 years in prison. After the trial, Williams 
began receiving letters from the victim, a correspon-
dence that lasted until her untimely death under 
circumstance the judge declines to discuss. The trial, 
he said, set him on the course of a career prosecutor. 
“After that trial, I couldn’t imagine anything that 
would fulfill me more than seeing justice done, in 
my eyes,” said Williams. “Suddenly $15,000 a year 
wasn’t so bad because there were more important 
things, or at least more fulfilling things.”

A tough DA, but that’s not the whole story
Within a few years of that trial, Williams was 

promoted to chief assistant district attorney. In 
1999, when Kavanagh left the office to become 
county judge, Williams was appointed to the top 
job. He would go on to win election to two four-year 
terms as DA. As the county’s top law enforcement 
officer, Williams earned a reputation for driving 
hard bargains on plea agreements, mandating that 
defendants plead guilty to the top count in any in-
dictment in exchange for a deal. He also personally 
prosecuted dozens of high-profile cases at trial.

But Williams said, his reputation as a tough-on-
crime DA belied efforts by himself and his prede-
cessor both to modernize the office and to look for 
solutions beyond the jailhouse. During his tenure 
as chief assistant and as DA, Williams said, the 
office created a domestic violence task force, hired 
the county’s first sexual assault nurse examiner, and 
helped a create a program — a precursor to today’s 
drug courts — to provide jail-based outpatient and 
inpatient services to addicts.

“[Kavanagh] and I were able to accomplish a 
lot, in terms of change. As DAs we were ahead of 
the curve in what was then a very rural conservative 
county,” said Williams.

In 2007, it appeared that Williams was ready 
to pursue his long-deferred ambition to be-
come a private-practice litigation attorney. He 
passed on a third term as DA to join his friend 
Dave Clegg’s legal practice in Uptown Kingston. 
Williams’ tenure there was a short one. In 2009, 
county court judge Mike Bruhn told Williams that 
he would not seek another ten-year term on the 
bench and encouraged him to run for the office. 
Williams defeated Deborah Schneer, who’d been 
appointed by the governor to fill the remainder of 
Bruhn’s term, and donned the judicial robes.

On the bench, Williams established himself 
as an exacting taskmaster and a hard worker 
presiding over an average of 20 trials each year. 
Williams praised his court attorney, John Prizzia, 
as a critical component of the operation. Prizzia has 
been at Williams’ side since he served as an assistant 
district attorney and later chief assistant in the DA’s 
office. As court attorney, Prizzia researches case 
law and handles much of the painstaking behind-
the-scenes work that goes into the adjudicating 
more than 300 felony cases each year. “He has the 
knowledge of the law, the talent to try cases, and 
the drive to work,” said Williams. “As proud and as 
confident as I am about my abilities, the reason I 
can do what I do is because of John.”

Here comes the judge
Williams’ style on the bench is serious, stern 

and appears aimed at creating an atmosphere of 
gravity. In other courts, judges and attorneys en-
gage in fast-paced jargon-laden proceedings in an 
effort to clear cases quickly. Williams, by contrast, 
makes time to speak to defendants slowly and 
carefully in a smooth baritone and measured ca-
dence as he asks if they understand the rights they 
are giving up by pleading guilty. He will address 
jurors and victims and sometimes expound at some 
length about the harm a defendant has caused. 
Williams’ style has earned him hushed criticism 
from prosecutors and defense attorneys alike, who 

complain about his manner, his inflexibility on 
plea agreements, and his in-court chastisement of 
lawyers who provoke his ire. But Williams views 
his work on the bench as more important than his 
popularity among fellow members of the bar. He 
also sees part of his job as teaching young attorneys 
the nuances of criminal law from the bench, offering 
correction when needed. 

“I am demanding of lawyers, but there is just 
too much at stake in my courtroom,” said Williams. 
“And I’m not just talking about victims and their 
families, I’m talking about defendants, I’m talking 
about the community.”

For defendants, Williams’ manner can range 
from withering to near-fatherly, depending on their 
crimes and their level of remorse. When a con-
victed pedophile repeatedly interrupted Williams 
sentencing, the judge had court officers gag him. 
But Williams is also known to offer words of en-
couragement and support to addicts who have 
turned a corner while in jail and to cut years off of 
sentences for defendants whom he believes express 
true remorse. He has made it a habit of interrupting 
defendants’ post-conviction statements to the court 
and to their victims with questions. A young man 
who claims he got in trouble running with a bad 
crowd might be asked why he chose to associate 
with them. A defendant who blames their crime 
on alcohol might be asked pointedly if someone 
held a gun to their head and forced them to drink. 
The point of the questioning, Williams said, is to 
probe whether the defendants have a true under-
standing of the magnitude of their crimes and are 
truly committed to changing their ways. Williams 
also defended his reputation for tough sentences, 
noting that he reserved long prison terms for either 
violent offenders or those who continue in a life of 
crime after having been given multiple opportu-
nities to reform.

“It gives me no joy to sentence people to prison,” 
said Williams. “But it’s not about punishment, it’s 
about deterrence, it’s about rehabilitation, it’s about 
making victims feel that justice has been done and 
making the community have greater faith in the 
system.”

Putting down the gavel
Earlier this year, Williams announced that he 

would not seek a second term on the bench. The 
judge, a Republican, said that it was not a choice 
entirely of his own making. At 66, he is eligible to 
serve as a judge for another four years. Williams 
said that he had formed a campaign committee 
and was preparing to announce his run when 
“political machinations” upon which he declined 
to elaborate caused him to rethink his plans. On 
January 1, Democrat Bryan Rounds, who made 
frequent appearances as a defense attorney before 
Williams, will be sworn in as the new county judge. 

In the end, Williams, a widower, said that it was 
his daughter’s words that convinced him it was time 
to end his 40-year career in the criminal justice 
system. “She said ‘Dad, Mom and I think that you 
have done enough,” recalls Williams. “The next day 
I called my people and said I don’t think I’ve done 
enough, but it was time. And I’m going to miss this.”

jesse smith

Judge Don Williams back in 2009, as he began his 
ten-year term on the bench.
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and was brought up to code in time for a Junior 
Rangers “Try Hockey Free Day” on Dec. 7. Chorvas 
had said that the town “might have a riot on [their] 
hands” if they weren’t able to complete the project 
before early December, due to both the event and 
the schedules of town hockey, figure skating and 
ice dancing groups.

“It’s like comparing a grape to a pumpkin,” said 
Chorvas of the new structure in comparison to the old 
arena, which was built in 1999. “The old structure was 
a polyethylene-type of material. This building here, 
this hybrid building, [the] walls 16 feet in height are 
steel trusses with exterior and interior metal cladding 
very similar to what you would see at a large super-
market — a Macy’s, a Sears, a commercial building. 
The end walls are 100 percent steel.”

Unlike the previous structure, the new build-
ing is entirely insulated, which has opened up the 
possibility of a longer skating season. Chorvas said 
this would translate to “more cost savings, more 
energy savings, more reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions and atmospheric warming conditions.”

“I love the new rink and think both the contrac-
tors and our staff did an amazing job to make it the 
building it is, although it’s slightly discouraging that 
a project that had been in the planning stage since 
the 2018 season took so long to complete. I guess 
with all big projects you’re bound to encounter 
unexpected delays but at least it’s finally complete,” 
said Peter Stark, the ice arena’s assistant manager.

“Once the odds and ends such as the remaining 
banners, bleacher heat, and dehumidifier are put 
up I think the building will look even better,” Stark 
said. “Until then, we just need to focus on making 
our ice match our facility and make it one of the best 
arenas around.”

Stark said the biggest upside to the new, bet-
ter-insulated structure was the potential to extend 
the skating season.

“I’ve been asked numerous times throughout 
the project if the new roof means we will be an all-
year facility,” he said. “We are ‘testing the waters’ by 

staying open until May 10 this year, to see how the 
ice holds up with warmer outside temperatures. The 
idea is that if the ice remains ideal, despite warm 
weather, we could essentially stay open longer, or 
all year, if enough demand is there.”

But this season, at least, must end in May — the 
town building inspector has only issued a temporary 

certificate of occupancy for the building because fire 
sprinklers have yet to be installed over the parts of 
the building over the ice. Chorvas said that building 
standards did not require sprinklers over ice when 
the structure was initially built.

- Christina Coulter
 

Ice Arena
continued from page 1

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com

phyllis mccabe

Skaters enjoy the newly refurbished arena. on the 
right.

ACCIDENT AND INJURY ATTORNEYS
Michael E. Catalinotto • Michael E. Catalinotto, Jr.

Adam T. Mandell

Representing Victims of Accidental Injury or
Death in the Saugerties Community for Over 50 years

CALL TODAY 246-3668
3154 Route 9W, Saugerties NY 12477 • www.maynardinjurylaw.com

Maynard, O’Connor, Smith & Catalinotto, LLP

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

Find us in our 
NEW  LOCATION AT 

114 PARTITION STREET
(across the street and under the purple awning)

845-246-3164

Like us on 

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5, Fri 10-7,
CLOSED SUNDAY

woodstockhvac.com 
845 663-2274   |   fax 845 663-2276   |   65 Prince Street, Kingston, NY
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Notice a change in a loved one?  
We are here to help

For many families, the holidays 
are the first time they’ve seen 
their loved ones in a while. 

If someone is acting differently, 
and you suspect it may be 
dementia, the Alzheimer’s 
Association Hudson Valley 
Chapter is here for you. We 
have a variety of programs and 
resources that can help. 

Call our 24/7 Helpline at 
800.272.3900 or visit us online 
at alz.org/hudsonvalley.

800.272.3900 • alz.org/hudsonvalley
This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 

Mixing it up
Lunch program is an ‘ice-breaker’ for kids

S tudents at Cahill Elementary 

School last month were encouraged to 
enjoy lunch with students they didn’t 
know. Mix It Up at Lunch is a program 
designed to break down social barriers 

and promote inclusion in a place where cliques are 
often most pronounced. 

“Most kids go to the same table and eat lunch 
surrounded by the same people every day,” said 
Christa Mattia, a member of the Cahill Parent 
Teacher Association and a Mix It Up at Lunch 

volunteer. “We don’t just want diversity: We also 
want inclusion. We want students to participate in 
conversations and be invited into the conversations, 
not just watch from the outside.” 

According to school officials, some students felt 
Mix It Up at Lunch was a bit awkward, but others 
found it a comfortable, easy experience. A prear-
ranged seating chart ensured students were seated 
not with their usual group, but with other kids, in-
cluding some from different grades and ages. Tables 
had parent volunteers and “Ice Breaker” worksheets 

to help get the lunch period off to a smooth start. 
Mix It Up at Lunch is an initiative of Teaching 

Tolerance, a project of the Southern Poverty Law 
Center founded in 1991 to stem the growth of hate. 
According to the Teaching Tolerance website, “(s)
tudents consistently identify the cafeteria as a place 
in their school where divisions are clearly—and 
harshly—drawn. So we ask students to move out 
of their comfort zones and connect with someone 
new over lunch. It’s a simple act with profound 
implications that we encourage educators to include 
in year-round efforts to promote healthy, welcom-
ing school environments. Studies have shown that 
interactions across group lines can help reduce 
prejudice. When students interact with those who 
are different from them, biases and misperceptions 
can fall away.”

While Mix It Up at Lunch was initially designed 
for kids in elementary and secondary school, nearly 
50 colleges also participated in the program this 
year. They might learn a thing or two from local 
elementary school students. At Cahill, Roxy Bolle, 
a 6th grader, offered a bit of advice to 2nd grade 
student Jordyn Wilson. 

“You just have to say ‘Hi,’ and maybe give them 
a compliment, like ‘Nice earrings.’” 

- Crispin Kott
 

photo courtesy -  kristine conte/ulster boces

Roxy Bolle, a Grade 6 student at Cahill Elementary 
School, introduces herself to Jordyn Wilson, a 
Grade 2 student, during Mix It Up at Lunch day.

DAVID R. DOLAN, CPA, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

TWO LOCATIONS
2901 Route 9W By Appointment Only
Saugerties, NY 12477 34 North Road
Ph. (845) 246-8934 Tillson, NY 12486

www.Dolancpapc.com
Year Round Tax, Accounting & Payroll Services for Individuals,

Businesses, Estates, Trusts & LLCs

 ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 
PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • RELIABLE

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

Now accepting 
applications for 
Adult Day Care!

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living   
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

Come on in, 

we’ve warmed 

the place up  

for you!
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888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

Freedom
toRELAX

12 month no interest  
financing on all Hot Springs Spas.

1606 Ulster Avenue,
Lake Katrine 

(Next to Adams) Family owned and operated for over 30 years

336-8080
www.aquajetpools.com

Fantasy Spa models$3,19500

Happy New Year!

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

OUTDOORS
Barbara Buono

Holiday memories
T raditions have changed in my 

family over the years. When we 
moved to the country, we left our 
city relatives behind. I was very 
young. Most of our city relatives were 

subway and bus people. None had cars. There was 
no chance they would visit us for the holidays. It 
was just me, mom, dad, my sister and my brother. 
At Christmastime, we got to do the country thing, 
getting our tree in the woods. My dad, who was a 
constant hiker, had already scouted out the area. He 
pretty much knew where we could find that special fir 
that would overfill our living room and fill the house 
into that delightful scent of evergreen. My dad did 
the tree trimming to give our tree that perfect holi-
day look, which had to make my mother’s approval. 
The lights had to be carefully placed. The lights were 
wired in series in those days, so that if one light went 
out they all went out.  My dad, who would be in 
charge, had to replace one bulb at a time until the cul-
prit was found. My dad had great patience. He would 
find and replace that faulty bulb while still smiling.

We had several large red balls, brought over from 
Germany by my great-grandmother. My mom and 
dad were the only ones permitted to hang the special 
large red balls from Germany handed down through 
family. I eventually ended up with all of them, pared 
down over the years from six to three. Tree night, 
as we called it, brought us hot chocolate and the 
Stollen cake my mother made from an old German 
recipe. Her version featured chopped cherries.
I still have the heavy metal tree stand that at one time 
had lights in it. Being the electrician my dad was, he 
did not like the idea of watering the tree reservoir 
in and around those lights, so he removed them.
My fussy mother put on most of the tinsel. It 
probably was real lead, and I don’t remember any 
caution to wash our hands afterwards. Unlike our 
German neighbors, who placed real silver tinsel 
very carefully and treated like priceless decoration, 
which in today’s world it would be, we had an angel 
on our treetop. My grandmother had it when she 
was a child. I have put the battered celestial crea-
ture, which appears to have fought many a battle 

with the evil one, away in a box. She still survives.  
My dad always read The Night Before Christmas, a 
book found in the house when we bought it. It had 
black-and-white illustrations and some interesting 
penned in comments. The picture of Santa suggested 
he was too fat, while the reindeer were too skinny. 
From the marks in it, whoever owned the book was 
sure that he or she could have done better job. My 
mother warned us we were never to write in any book.
My grandmother would tell us the story of Jesus’ 
birth, while my mother stood close enough by to 
edit the story my colorful Nana would tell. Nana 
knew that the three kings came in riding on big 
black stallions, their saddle bags holding the gifts 
they were delivering along with a few bottles of 
spirits made with such ingredients as peppers and 
capers. Capers were a spice my mother often used, 
so it was easy for us to believe, although my mother 
did question this embellishment. My Nana believed 
that a party toasting this special event had to en-
sue if you were visiting the family of a new baby.
 Nana always finished with her story of the poin-
settia. It seems that there were a couple of poor 
children who had no money to bring to church 
on Christmas Eve. They stopped along the road 
and picked a bouquet of dried up weeds, the 
only thing around at this season. Folks along the 
way laughed at their meager gift. But they left 
it at the church altar, and by morning they had 
bloomed into the star-shaped bright red flower 
originally known as the Flowers of the Holy Night. 
Our Christmas celebration included family, poin-
settias, old familiar stories, memories that warmed 
the heart, and legacies to leave behind. I hope that 
your holiday included the same. 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS
for local 4-year-old with leukemia 

HV Firefighter Calendar
available now — $20 each

Zumba Class
January 5 at 1pm  

at Saugerties Senior Center
 $15 pp (pay at the door)

Snow date January 12

Cinderella Ball
February 8 — $75 per couple

Go to CeciliaStrong on Facebook for 
more info on how to register for these 

events and any other upcoming events.



8  •  Jan.  2 ,  2020   saugerties times

OPINION

ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

LETTERS

THE GAME 
IS NEVER 
OVER

T he Hudson Valley Mall seemed at 

one time destined to become Ulster 
County’s retail Mecca, an air-conditioned 
modern 17-acre windowless one-stop 
shopping hall plus social gathering place. 

This vision, at the time eagerly awaited by many and 
considered dystopian by others, expressed aspirations 
whose time had come. It now appears gone.

The coming of the mall in the 1960s represented a 
massive shift in Ulster County’s economic geography. 
The distinctive quality of small-town Ulster retail life 
was to be replaced by a cornucopia of consumerism. It 
was said that there’d be more choice and better value to 
everyone in this well-planned setting. The mall-centric 
world represented a progressive lifestyle that would 
meet popular needs. It would import national brands 
to our sadly neglected area, dictate new fashions, pro-
vide a meeting place for young consumers, and make 
quite a few bucks for the developers that built it, too.       

On my visit the day after Christmas, many of the 
Hudson Valley Mall hallways once filled on both sides 
with busy retail stores were covered like museum walls 
with vastly enlarged images of another departed local 
era, 19th-century Kingston industrial life. The pictures 
celebrated local history, the local environment and 
local culture. Said one mall slogan: “Strengthening 
the communities where we work and live.” 

An explanation crafted by or for mall owner Hull 
Property Group dominated one wall toward the 
north end of the long corridor. “We are inspired by 
the possibility of growth and achievement depicted 
through the Mall,” it read, “as the area continues to 
thrive as a wonderful place to live, play and learn.”

The inspiration, like the mall itself, is in major 
transition. Big anchor stores like Macy’s, Sears and 
JC Penney are long gone, but Best Buy, Target and 
Dick’s Sporting Goods remain. Permanently joining 
the steady leakage from the list of mall tenants this 
winter will be shops such H&M, Hot Topic and 
F.Y.E. There are still multiplex movie screens and a 
diminished food court. 

The mall is now half-empty, poised for either a 
transformation or a re-use. The ebullient expecta-
tions of endlessly expanded experiences the mall 
once promised have been doused. Part of the foot-
print of the departed Macy’s is now the site of an 
88,000-square-foot separate building operated by 
Nuvance Health intended to provide primary care, 
family medicine, residency training and urgent care. 

Post-office boxes still sit in one hallway toward 
the north end of the mall. But the Citizens Bank, 

located opposite the hallway at the south end from 
bankruptcy-threatened Claire’s (mostly for tween 
girls) and Signature Nails and Spa, was abruptly 
shuttered in December. The bank branch is gone, 
its $60 million in deposits encouraged to transfer 
to the Citizens Bank on Wall Street in Kingston less 
than three miles away. No sign is posted, but former 
tellers’ stations are visible through the locked door.

Like the rest of the economy, both the retail 
trade and finance industries are in constant flux. Retail 
trade, which accounts for one in every seven Ulster 
County jobs, employed 8900 in November, down 200 
from a year before. The financial sector employed 2500 
in Ulster County, up 100 from a year before.

Historically, American banking started out largely 
place-based — and that place in Ulster County became 
predominantly Kingston’s Stockade area. Today, county 
depositary institutions include national players (led by 
four banks with a trillion dollars each in deposits), a 
few regional banks, and close to a dozen  savings banks, 
local commercial banks and credit unions. 

Management attitudes toward accumulating 
deposits vary greatly. Some banks have a preference 
for deposit-generating branches, and others invest 
more in technology-based services through ATMs 
and on-line banking. Many, but not all the national 
depositary institutions, have pursued technology 
and big-business lending rather than expanding 
their brick-and-mortar branch networks. 

The local banks keep more of a community touch. 
While most of the national banks have systematically 
culled their local branch networks over the years, 
many local banks in the Hudson Valley have been 
more than willing to pick up the slack. Among local 
depository institutions opening new branches, the 
Hudson Valley Credit Union, now with 21 branches, 
and The Bank of Greene County, with 17, have been 
particularly aggressive. For the past several years, 
the local depositary institutions have been growing 
deposits faster than have the national banks.  

Jane Garrity, branch manager of the Citizens 
Bank, can look out 20-foot-square windows beneath 
a 30-foot-high ceiling on Wall Street to the county 
courthouse (“1818”) next door and across the street 
to the Old Dutch Church and the original headquar-
ters of the Ulster Savings Bank, founded April 13, 
1851. On one wall is a John Pike mural celebrating 
old Kingston, and to the rear is a massive open steel 
safe that looks every inch a worthy depository for 
Scrooge McDuck’s bags of money. There’s an ATM 
at the front and parking at the rear. 

“We understand there are a lot of options for 
those looking for financial services,” the Citizens 
Bank website declares. “That’s why we place top 
value on the customer relationships we earn, and 
why we will always strive to be a good corporate 
citizen in each of our communities.”

Garrity spent 20 years in the non-profit sector 

before becoming the branch manager of the then-
Fleet bank in the former A&P supermarket space in 
Bradley Meadows in Woodstock. She has worked for 
several banks since then, has run the Uptown farmers’ 
market in Kingston, and has served on the Kingston 
Uptown Business Association and Community Foun-
dations of the Hudson Valley boards. She’s been in 
her present position for a year and a half. 

Garrity said she likes Citizens’ philosophy of 
community support, and added that she had nothing 
to do with the bank’s decision to close its Hudson 
Valley Mall branch. 

As of mid-2019, the Wall Street branch had 
$89.5 million in deposits, while the Hudson Valley 
Mall location had $60.1 million. A lot of Citizens 
customers have been inquiring about bank services 
at the Wall Street location recently.

Deposits at Fleet Bank’s Woodstock branch had 
been growing steadily under Garrity’s management 
when Bank of America bought the Providence-head-
quartered regional bank more than a decade ago. 
Woodstock deposits kept growing, hitting a robust 
$107 million in 2017, the last year of that branch 
office’s operation. Closing both its Woodstock and 
Ellenville branches, Bank of America consolidated 
in Kingston and New Paltz. Woodstock presently 
hosts a decade-old Ulster Saving Bank office ($48 
million in deposits) and now a Bank of Greene 
County branch ($13 million) in the former A&P 
as well. It also hosts a branch of the Mid-Hudson 
Federal Credit Union. Nearby West Hurley has a 
Rondout Savings Bank branch ($32 million).  

From the standpoint of deposits (and likely prof-
itability), the Bank of America’s strategy worked. 
Most depositors at the closed locations didn’t change 
banks. Federal banking data shows Bank of America’s 
total Ulster County deposits at $428 million before 
the closings in mid-2017, and after the closings $431 
million in mid-2018 and $424 million in mid-2019.

With rapidly growing on-line retail sales, with 
the urban revival, and with changing cultural 
preferences, the bifurcation between mall versus 
non-mall retail trade has so far resulted in a Da-
vid-versus-Goliath outcome that few would have 
predicted a generation ago. But in the retail mar-
ketplace the game is never quite over. 

It’s never quite over in finance, either.
As the pre-Socratic philosopher Heraclitus put 

it, “Change is the only constant in life.” We should 
be careful about what we anticipate. Change always 
takes unexpected turns. 

In banking, the competition among innovators 
using online transactions and mobile-phone tech-
nology will provide customers with a new set of op-
tions for how to conduct their finances. But fintech 
is just an ingenious and efficient set of consumer 
tools, unlikely by itself to make complex banking 
relationships suddenly irrelevant. 

Where this all leads no one can yet know. Like 
retail, finance is in constant transition.

Repeat, Rinse, Repeat
Since December 19th  Ulster County Board of 

Elections officials have been hand counting over 
53,000 ballots cast in November’s district attorney 
election.  The recount, mandated by the narrow 77-
vote win by Democrat Dave Clegg, could have been 
waived by his opponent, GOP candidate Michael 
Kavanagh, who instead chose to proceed with the 
taxpayer-funded recount, citing his obligation to 

voters to “to permit the legal process to play out.” 
Fair enough. His hopes for winning depend on an 
unlikely glaring error in the November count or 
on rejecting ballots that have stray or irregular 
markings.   (Voters:   did your marking pen acci-
dentally touch the ballot and leave a scratchy line 
somewhere?  Too bad.) To date, a recount of nearly 
half of the votes has turned up a reported net one 
possible vote for Kavanagh. 

As the current chief assistant district attorney, 
Kavanagh will assume the DA title — and pre-

sumably the salary — and command of the office 
on January 1. If the recount confirms Clegg’s win, 
Kavanagh will step down and allow the transition 
to the Democrat’s administration, a transition that 
is now held in abeyance by the recount. 

Or will he step down? Kavanagh’s team has sug-
gested that an appeal of the judge’s rulings on absentee 
and affidavit ballots — a judge both sides approved 
— could be launched, extending his tenure in the DA 
office. His legal costs would come from his pocket, or 
perhaps more likely, from GOP committee coffers.

Kavanagh can’t claim that an appeal is mandat-
ed or demanded by voters, who can ask:  what or 
who would be satisfied by a hail mary attempt to 
reverse what is no doubt a difficult loss? Kavanagh 
has served Ulster County residents for years. What 
decisions will he make to serve their interests now?

Tom Denton

Highland
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CommunityNotes
COMMUNITY

Free lunch for those in need
Atonement Lutheran Church at 100 Market St. is of-
fering a free lunch for those in need on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at noon. For more information, call 246-8322.

 Angel memorial tree
The Cheerful Workers of Blue Mountain Reformed 
Church are sponsoring their annual Memorial Tree of 
Angels, in which names of loved ones who have passed 
are written on paper angels and hung on a memorial 
tree inside the church. The cost to purchase an angel 
is $1. Names will be listed in the newspaper. To place 
an angel on the tree, call 246-8093.

Ring in 2020 in the village
The Village of Saugerties will begin its 2020 Happy New 
Year celebration and ball drop event on Tuesday, Dec. 
31 at 10:30 p.m. The evening will include a countdown 
video with deejay Riley Cornelison providing music. 
Party favors will be available and many restaurants will 
stay open late. The event will conclude at 12:30 a.m. on 
New Year’s Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1.

History talk about Malden
The Friends of Historic Saugerties will present “A Brief 
History of Malden: From Palatines to Bigelows, Blue-
stone, Brick-making and Beyond” on Saturday, Jan. 4 at 
2 p.m. in the community room of the Saugerties Public 
Library. Join local resident and history enthusiast Paul 
Andreassen of Malden on Hudson for an illustrated 
presentation that will fi nd its roots in Benjamin Myer 
Brink’s An Early History of Saugerties, 1660-1825 (pub-
lished in 1902). Andreassen will focus on the infl uence 
of the Palatine community in the area, the pivotal role 
of Malden (Bristol) in the bluestone industry led by Asa 
Bigelow, and other interesting bits of informal history, 
stories, and legends that shed light on the riverside 
hamlet. All Friends of Historic Saugerties talks are 
free and open to everyone interested in local history. 
Seating is limited.

Sports Hall of Fame induction selection event
The Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame will hold the vote 
to determine the fi ve inductees for 2020 on Saturday, 
Jan. 4 at 11 a.m. in the off -ice training room at Kiwanis 
Ice Arena, 6 Small World Ave. in the Cantine Veterans 
Sports Complex. The inductees will be selected from 
the following individuals, who were chosen as the “Top 
Ten” nominees: Pat Caff rey, Jay Dodig, Jr., Jill Dodig-Co-
hen, Ed Duff y, Lars Hauck, Dale Martin, Steve “Einer” 
Martin, George Redder, Jim Speirs (posthumous), 
Janet Tanski-Caputo. All local Hall of Fame members 
are encouraged to attend and participate in the voting 
process. The induction banquet will be held in April.

Women’s ice hockey free trial
The Saugerties Nightmares, a women’s ice hockey 
team, is sponsoring a “Try Ice Hockey for Free” event 
for women age 18 and over on Sunday, Jan. 5 from 12:30 
to 1:45 p.m. at Kiwanis Ice Arena, 6 Small World Ave. 
Under the auspices of the Saugerties Youth Hockey 
Association, the Nightmares play a variety of women’s 
teams in the Capital area and in Westchester County. 
All equipment will be provided. USA Hockey-certifi ed 
coaches will instruct attendees on ice skating and stick 
handling skills with Nightmares team members helping 
out. Registration is required at https://syha.sportngin.
com/register/form/754206446or emailsaugerties.
nightmares@gmail.com. The Nightmares play the Al-
bany Angels on Friday, Jan. 10 at 7:15 p.m. at Kiwanis 
Ice Arena. For more information, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/SaugertiesNightmares-
WomensHockey/.

Mount Marion Park Dam Project completed
The Governor’s Offi  ce of Storm Recovery (GOSR) 
announced the completion of the Mount Marion Park 
Dam Project, a $278,000 eff ort to replace a dam on 
Plattekill Creek in the town of Saugerties. The project 
addressed several breaches in the original structure that 

sustained damage during Hurricane Irene. The improved 
dam reestablishes an adequate water supply in the 
Plattekill Creek that will support the full capacity of the 
nearby Mount Marion Fire Company. The project was 
carried out in partnership with the town of Saugerties.
During Hurricane Irene, trees and other debris fl owed 
downstream, weakening the 100-year-old dam’s struc-
tural integrity and making it susceptible to further de-
stabilization. The damage caused water levels to drop 
by six to eight inches. The Plattekill Creek is the main 
water source for the Mount Marion Fire Company, which 
serves 210 nearby homes and the Mount Marion Ele-
mentary School. The damage meant the creek could no 
longer support the full operations for the fi re company.
As part of the project, 165 linear feet of cast-in-place 
concrete dam was installed with rock anchors at the 
site, located at 19 Park Circle. Related activities also 
involved erosion and sediment control measures, 
stream protection measures and selective demolition.
“Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee were life-chang-
ing events for our community that we never want to 
relive,” said Saugerties Town Supervisor Fred Costello. 
“The Mount Marion Dam Project, which will protect the 
water supply for the local fi re department, demonstrates 
how we are working with the State of New York to be 
better prepared for emergencies.” 

Participate in annual winter bird count
The 15th annual Esopus Bend Nature Preserve Winter 
Bird Count will be conducted on Saturday, Jan. 11 from 
7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. Participants will census wintering 
birds throughout the 160-acre preserve, recording 
numbers of individuals and species diversity. Results 
from the count will become part of the preserve’s 
biodiversity database and will help provide future guid-
ance for land management and stewardship decisions.
The diurnal part of the survey starts at approximately 
7:45 a.m. at Esopus Bend Nature Preserve, located on 
the banks of the Esopus Creek. Previous counts con-
ducted during early January have recorded a cumulative 
total of 68 species and a single-year high count of 966 
individuals. Highlights from previous events include 
sightings of the Bohemian Waxwing, White-winged 
Crossbill, Gray Catbird, Field Sparrow, Savannah Spar-
row, Winter Wrens, six species of woodpeckers and 
double-digit numbers of wintering Hermit Thrushes. 
Full-day participation is not required, but participants 
should be prepared to invest several hours out in the 
fi eld in cold winter conditions. To register, email Steve 
Chorvas at schorvas@gmail.com or call (845) 246-
5900 no later than noon on Friday, Jan. 10. For more 
information about upcoming nature walks and paddles, 
visit www.esopuscreekconservancy.org.

Birthday Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Woodstock’s 29th annual Birthday Tribute to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. will be held on Sunday, Jan. 19 at 2 p.m. 
at Mescal Hornbeck Community Center, 56 Rock City 
Road, Woodstock. The event this year is dedicated to 
honoring the memory of Esther Taylor-Evans (June 25, 
1941 – October 10, 2019). The event will feature Pastor 
G. Modele Clarke, New Progressive Baptist Church; 
Pam Africa, International Concerned Family & Friends 
of Mumia Abu-Jamal; Frank Waters and Tyrone Wilson 
of Harambee; and Bill McKenna, Woodstock Supervi-
sor. Special guest performers include Marlene Merritt 
and Kitt Potter. The tribute is sponsored by the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Planning Committee, Haitian People’s 
Support Project and Town of Woodstock as part of 
Black History Month 2020. Admission is free. For more 
information, call (845) 679-7320 or visit blackhistory-
monthkingston.org.

Highway Department requests cooperation with 
winter plowing
All residents residing on town roads are asked to remove 
basketball hoops or any other roadside obstacles from 
the town-maintained right-of-way in anticipation of the 
winter season soon to arrive. The highway department 
will not be responsible for damage to anything left in 
the right-of-way. Residents are advised there is no 
parking on the street until after April 15, in order to allow 

snow removal to proceed without obstruction. It is the 
highway department’s job to keep the roads safe for all 
residents, and they appreciate cooperation in doing so. 
For more information regarding winter plowing, visit 
the Town of Saugerties website and click on “Highway 
Department” to view the “Wintertime Message” and 
“Mailbox Replacement Policy.”

Transfer Station will close in bad weather
The Town of Saugerties Transfer Station will be closed 
on inclement weather days for public safety. The trans-
fer station will resume normal operation the following 
business day as per their schedule, which can be found 
on the Town of Saugerties website. 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Opening reception for ‘Bianco: An Exhibition of 
Art Celebrating White’
Emerge Gallery & Art Space at 228 Main St. will 
host an opening reception on Saturday, Jan. 4 
from 5-8 p.m. for “Bianco: An Exhibition of Art 
Celebrating White.” The show runs through Sun-
day, Jan. 26, when a closing reception will be held 
from 3-5 p.m. Artwork in the exhibition is available 
to view and purchase through Emerge Gallery’s 
Artsy shop at  www.artsy.net/emerge-gallery-ny.
More than 50 works of art by 49 Hudson Valley and 
New York Metropolitan area artists will be exhibited. 
The works vary in style and include collage works, 
drawings, encaustics, fi ber art, paintings, photography, 
porcelain and sculpture. The common thread that con-
nects each work is the pure white of the work or a white 
element where the viewers’ eye is immediately drawn.
White is an equal combination of all the colors 
in the spectrum and is typically associate lery’s 
Artsy shop at  www.artsy.net/emerge-gallery-ny.
More than 50 works of art by 49 Hudson Valley and 
New York Metropolitan area artists will be exhibited. 
The works vary in style and include collage works, 
drawings, encaustics, fi ber art, paintings, photography, 
porcelain and sculpture. The common thread that con-
nects each work is the pure white of the work or a white 
element where the viewers’ eye is immediately drawn.
White is an equal combination of all the colors in 
the spectrum and is typically associated with in-
nocence and purity, a new beginning, goodness, 
spirituality, softness and protection. The color has 
been used culturally over the years to usher in a 
new marriage or, in some cultures, to say goodbye 
to a loved one. White promotes clarity and peace—
exactly what is needed to usher in the new year.
The gallery window this month will feature work 
by New Jersey artist, Robert Greco, whose pro-
cess is guided by movement, mood and music. 
“My work is very textural, involving many layers, 
colors and materials. But in the end, I always de-
construct back to the basics.” The featured work is 
inspired by and created for the “Bianco” exhibition.
Voted “Best Art Gallery” by readers of Hudson Valley 
Magazine, Emerge Gallery focuses on emerging art-
ists from the Hudson Valley region and beyond. The 
space is also available to rent for solo and privately 
curated exhibitions. Regular gallery hours are Fridays 
and Saturdays from noon to 6 p.m. and Sundays from 
noon to 5 p.m. For more information, call (845) 247-
7515 or visit emergegalleryny.com.

‘The Black & White Group Show’ extended at 11 
Jane St.
The Black & White Group Show, guest curated by artist 
Ford Crull, remains on view in both galleries at 11 Jane 
Street Art Center through Jan. 12. The show features 
internationally acclaimed artists inspired by high con-
trast. Artworks on display are by Valentina DuBasky, 
Peggy Cyphers, Johan Wahlstrom, Ford Crull, Daniel 
Rosenbaum, Antonia A Perez, Gabrielle Meyerowtiz, 
Dalila Pasotti, Jeff rey Bishop and Todd Monahan. 
Regular gallery hours are Saturday and Sunday from 
noon to 5 p.m. and First Fridays from 5-8 p.m. For more 
information, visit 11janestreet.com.
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Olana winter hours
The grounds of Frederic Church’s Olana are open 
daily from 8:30 a.m. to sunset. Enjoy the site’s 360° 
views and the wintertime landscape for snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing. Tours of the main house 
and the artist-designed landscape are off ered Friday 
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Olana 
Museum Store and Visitor Center are open 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Guided tours of the main house focus on the 
architecture, collections, Church’s international travels, 
the Hudson River School, and more. The second fl oor 
of the main house will reopen in the spring. Guided 
tours of the landscape focus on Church’s design of 
the farm, the lake, the carriage roads, the expansive 
views, and more. Landscape tours may be experi-
enced via an electric vehicle, a guided walk, or a free 
audio tour, which can be downloaded from the Olana 
website. Landscape tours are weather-dependent 
and tour availability will be updated accordingly.
Olana is a public park, and access to the historic land-
scape is free of charge. Tickets for house tours cost $15 
for adults and are free for children age 12 and under. 
Members of The Olana Partnership may visit at any 
time and receive free 40-minute tours or 60-minute 
tours for $5. Historic Landscape Driving Tours are 
$35 for all visitors. Due to the popularity of the tours, 
advance ticket purchases are strongly recommended. 
For more information or to purchase tickets online, 
visit www.OLANA.org.

Cable top picks this week
Saturday, Jan. 4 at 11 a.m. and 8 p.m. “Arm-of-the-
Sea Theatre: Under Mill Wheels” by Bart Friedman. 
Running time: 40 minutes.Sunday, Jan. 5 at 11 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. “Put Some Color in Your Life.” Visit artists’ 
studios with host Graeme.Monday, Jan. 6 at 11 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. “Eat Well: Be Happy.” Prepare seasonal 
foods.Tuesday, Jan. 7 at 1 and 8 p.m. “Astrologers 
Chatting: Introduction.”

CIVIC

Saugerties Arts Commission meeting
The Saugerties Arts Commission will meet on Friday, 
Jan. 3 at 9:30 a.m. at Town Hall in the building depart-
ment’s conference room. 

Ethics Committee meeting
The Town of Saugerties Ethics Committee will meet on 

Thursday, Jan. 9 at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 4 High St., 
in the building department’s conference room. 

Saugerties Arts Commission listening session
The newly formed Saugerties Arts Commission invites 
business and multiuse-venue owners in Saugerties to 
attend a special listening session on Thursday, Jan. 
16 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at 11 Jane Street Art Center. 
The Commission is in the early stages of its forma-
tion, and before priorities are fully shaped, board 
members want to hear from the business community. 
Attendees are invited to present viewpoints, listen 
to fellow business owners and meet Commission 
members for conversation and coffee. Potential 
topics for discussion include how business and the 
arts can work together and how business owners can 
foster a strong relationship with the arts community.
Saugerties Arts Commission was formed in February 
2019 and is an agency of the town government. Board 
members are Barbara Bravo, chair; Isabel Soff er, vice 
chair; Robert Langdon, secretary; and Suzanne Bennett, 
Katie Cokinos, Tad Richards and Beth Troxell.

SCHOOLS

Open House co-hosted by Ulster BOCES and 
SUNY Ulster
An open house, co-hosted by Ulster BOCES Adult Ca-
reer Education Center and SUNY Ulster, will be held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 22 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Ulster 
BOCES Career & Technical Center, 319 Broadway in Port 
Ewen. Prospective students may tour the facility, meet 
with career counselors and course instructors, register 
for classes, learn about fi nancial assistance, and more. 
Representatives from both organizations will be on hand 
to provide information and answer questions about adult 
career education programs, which provide students with 
customized career training and instruction on a wide 
variety of special interest topics. The new catalog for 
winter and spring courses available at Ulster BOCES Adult 
Career Education Center has been released and may be 
viewed at www.ulsterboces.org/adultedcatalog. Courses 
include surgical technology, adult literacy, child devel-
opment, cosmetology, electrical apprenticeship, nursing 

assistant, welding and HVAC (heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning). For more information, call SUNY Ulster 
at (845) 339-2025 or Ulster BOCES at (845) 331-5050.

LIBRARY

Holiday hours
The library will close on Tuesday, Dec. 31 at 2 p.m. and 
will be closed all day on Wednesday, Jan 1 in obser-
vance of the New Year holiday. The library will reopen 
on Thursday, Jan. 2 at 10 a.m.

Tech help
Have a new device and don’t know how it works? 
Grab this opportunity to have teen volunteers answer 
questions about smartphones, iPads, tablets, laptops 
and more. Bring the device with you on Saturday, Jan. 
4 from 10 a.m. to noon.

Stuff ed animal slumber party
Wear your favorite jammies and bring a cuddly, plush 
toy to a winter’s night story time on Monday, Jan. 6 at 
6:30 p.m. Toys are invited to spend the night; pick them 
up again on Wednesday, Jan. 8 and watch the lobby TV 
to see what late-night antics took place in the library.

Interesting Reader’s Society
Ages 13-18 are invited to come to the library’s teen room 
on Wednesday, Jan. 8 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss Frankly 
in Love by David Yoon.

Free fi tness classes
Get fi t on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 4-5 p.m. with an aerobic warm-up followed by 
a combination of band and body work. There will be 
an emphasis on core strengthening, working back and 
abs, ending with a relaxing stretch. The instructor is 
Connie Scuitto, RN and certifi ed Reiki Master. Try out 
the step class on Thursdays from 3:30-4 p.m.

Clases de Ingles/ English Class
Clases de Ingles gratis. No se requiere registro. Free 
English class. No registration required. Classes are held 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 9-10:30 a.m. in the 
community room.

Internet safety
Learn how to make a complex password, about phishing 
and trolls, what kinds of links are okay to click through 
and more on Tuesday, Jan. 14 from noon to 1 p.m. Reg-
ister at the circulation desk or call 246-4317.

Book Group
The group will meet on Wednesday, Jan. 29 at 6:30 
p.m. to discuss When the Men Were Gone by Marjorie 
Herrera Lewis. Everyone is welcome.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington Ave. 
The library webpage is www.saugertiespubliclibrary.
org. Calls and emails are welcome at (845) 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

LEGAL NOTICE
SOLART CONCEPTS AND 

DESIGN, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
11/22/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 186 
George Sickle Rd., Saugerties, 
NY 12477, which is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

 LEGAL NOTICE
Name of LLC: Chuck the Pool 

Guy LLC Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York on October 
31, 2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 

designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to the LLC at 
48 Country Club Drive, Mount 
Marion, N.Y. 12456. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
East coast mechanical mainte-
nance. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 11/05/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC  
upon whom process against 

LEGAL NOTICES
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: East 
coast mechanical maintenance 
18 Robinson st Saugerties NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.                      

 LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):  
Umana Construction LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/5/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY  
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 

process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Umana Construc-
tion LLC 5 Kalina Dr. Saugerties 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any law-
ful  acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
THE WEST CAMPER LLC 

filed Art. Of Org with SSNY 
12/15/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County, SSNY is desig-
nated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of such process to P.O. Box 91, 
West Camp, New York 12490. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Open 7 Days a Week

DINER - RESTAURANT

Happy Holidays
10% off your meal
with this coupon

Cut out or take a picture of coupon

Gift Certificates 
make the Perfect Gift!

Baking Done on Premises
1071 Ulster Avenue Mall

Kingston NY • (845) 336-6514

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST? CALL 845-246-8720

SERVING 
ULSTER & ALL 
SURROUNDING

COUNTIES 

INSTALLATIONS • .032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
COPPER WORK • FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE

Fully Insured • Over 30 Years Experience

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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DIVISIONAL 
PLAYOFFS

Jan. 4 & 5

Buffalo 
at Houston

Tennessee at 
New

 England

M
innesota at 

New
 Orleans

Seattle at 
Philadelphia

TOTAL POINTS

Kevin
BEGNAL 
MOTORS

BUF TEN NO SEA 189
Rich
HEALEY 
HYUNDAI

HOU NE NO PHI 170
Ray
SAWYER 
MOTORS

HOU NE NO SEA 192
Matt
LIA HONDA BUF NE NO SEA 140
Fran
POUGHKEEPSIE 
NISSAN

BUF NE NO SEA 225
Gregory
THORPE’S GMC BUF NE NO PHI 157

GREGORYGREGORYRAYRAY

CONGRATULATIONS 

OVERALL WINNER

RAY TUCKER
SAWYER MOTORS

FRANFRANMATTMATTKEVINKEVIN RICHRICH

Over 600 vehicles in stock!

POUGHKEEPSIE NISSAN
ROUTE 9 WAPPINGERS FALLS

OPEN 7 DAYSwww.poughkeepsienissan.com845-297-4314

ONLY AT

LIFETIME WARRANTIES ON 
OUR NEW AND USED CARS!

YOU’RE THE 
NEXT MVP
RUSH IN FOR YOUR HYUNDAI TODAY!

Route 52 Beacon, NY
845-831-2222 •845-831-1990

OPEN: MON-THURS 9AM-8PM, FRI 9AM-6PM, SAT 9AM-5PM, SUN 11AM-4PM

visit us online: HealeyBrothersHyundai.com

HEALEY
HYUNDAI

5964 Main St., Tannersville, NY 12485 • 1-518-589-7142

THORPE’S
GMC www.Thorpesgmcinc.com

Since 
1930
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SUNDAY JANUARY 12, 2020 • 10 AM - 4 PM
The Best Western Plus
503 Washington Ave., Kingston NY
in the St. James Salon

WE’RE BUYING COMIC BOOKS FROM 1930s - 1975 ONLY
BASEBALL CARDS FROM 1890s - 1970 (UNOPENED WAX BOXES AND PACKS)

NON SPORTS CARDS FROM 1930s - 1970 • POLITICAL MEMORABILIA UP TO 1970 
LIONEL TRAINS • U.S. COINS UP TO 1964 SILVER OR GOLD • US PAPER CURRENCY 1880-1930

TIFFANY LAMPS • LOU GEHRIG AND BABE RUTH MEMORABILIA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT
SPENCER 516.532.5141
OR DAVID 631.835.6512


