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Don Williams departs
Prosecutor, jurist refl ects on career as his time on the bench comes to an end
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by  Jesse J. Smith

I
N 2010, NOT long into Ulster County Court Judge Donald Williams’ tenure on the bench, deputies at the Ulster County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce had a laugh over an incarcerated defendant’s assessment of the longtime prosecutor-turned-jurist. The jail’s call 
recording system captured the inmate lamenting the tough sentences handed down in Williams’ courtroom — “That dude is 
slaying [defendants] with time.”

Over the course of his decade on the bench and three more in the Ulster County District Attorney’s Offi  ce, the 66-year-old Wil-
liams earned a reputation for dispensing tough justice on violent or repeat off enders, along with harsh critiques of attorneys who 
made the mistake of entering his courtroom unprepared.

But despite his reputation for toughness, Williams has also worked to make his vision of punishment — followed by redemption and 
reform – manifest in eff orts to assist addicts and help the formerly incarcerated reintegrate into society. As he prepared to step 
down from the bench, Williams sat down with Ulster Publishing for the fi rst time since his election as County Court Judge to talk 
about his 40-year career in Ulster County’s criminal justice system. 

Williams grew up on Crown Street in Uptown Kingston, in the shadow of the Ulster 
County Courthouse. He would pass by it every day on his way from school to religious 
instruction. The son of an accountant and a homemaker and real estate agent, Williams Judge Don Williams, back in 2009 as he 

began his ten-year term on the bench.

LAUREN THOMAS

Town of Lloyd Supervisor Fred Pizzuto.

New beginnings
Fred Pizzuto hits the ground running as new Lloyd supervisor

by Erin Quinn

F
RED PIZZUTO, THE new Town 
of Lloyd supervisor, is already 
getting comfortable in his new 
offi  ces in Town Hall. “Paul 

[Hansut, retired supervisor] was gra-

cious enough after the elections to let 
me come into the offi  ce and get accli-
mated to the position,” said Pizzuto, 
a registered Independent who ran on 
the Democratic and Conservative tick-
ets, narrowly beating out his opponent, 
Jeff rey Palladino, by approximately 70 

votes.
“That night was something,” said Piz-

zuto, referring to Election Night, when 
the Ulster County Board of Elections’ 
vote count went haywire due to both hu-
man and mechanical issues. The results 

New man, 
new plans
DA Clegg to focus on 
getting help for opioid 
addicts, clearing 
backlog of cases

By Jesse J. Smith

W
HILE THE OUTCOME of 
his election remained 
in limbo early this week 
pending the ongoing 

recount, presumptive Ulster County 
District Attorney-elect Dave Clegg said 
Monday, January 6 that he’s winding 
down his private practice and meeting 
with staff  at the DA’s Offi  ce in anticipa-
tion of taking over later this month.

Among his fi rst tasks, Clegg said, will 
be dealing with a backlog of felony cases 
and reorganizing the offi  ce in line with 
his campaign promise to combat Ul-
ster County’s opioid epidemic through 
greater use of drug courts and other 
programs to divert addicts into treat-
ment.

“Law enforcement is on the front 
line of the opioid epidemic,” said the 
66-year-old trial attorney. “So we are go-
ing to be part of the solution.”

Clegg’s eff orts will have to wait while 
county elections offi  cials complete a 
hand recount of more than 50,000 
votes cast in the contest between him 
and Republican DA candidate and Chief 
Assistant — and current acting — District 

Continued on page 7
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 
LLOYD | POLICE

Racism and climate workshop
in New Paltz on January 15 

Eliminating racism in the climate movement is the 
challenge. It is seen as both an ambitious ultimate goal 
and a key fi rst step in combating the climate crisis. 

The workshop “Eliminating Racism in the Climate 
Movement,” will be held on Wednesday, January 15, 
6:30 to 9 p.m., at the New Paltz Jewish Community 
Center. It is the second workshop hosted by Extinc-
tion Rebellion locally. 

The groups Sustaining All Life (SAL) SustainingAll-
Life.org and United to End Racism (UER) UnitedTo-
EndRacism.org, bring facilitators to the workshop 
sharing methods to achieve climate justice, together, 
using tools of mutual support, engaged listening and 
a process that frees people from the eff ects of op-
pression. These tools are designed to lessen the dif-
fi culties of working together, helping groups face the 
environmental crisis collaboratively and eff ectively 
to create a just and sustainable future. 

The groups believe our environmental crises can-
not be resolved without ending racism, genocide 
classism, sexism and other oppressions. The impact 
of environmental destruction and climate change 
falls most heavily on people targeted by such oppres-
sions, and so our crisis can’t be eff ectively solved 
without a unifi ed approach. 

The January 15 workshop will include a vegetarian 
potluck starting at 5:30 p.m. Participants are asked 
to bring their own bowls and utensils, to minimize 
waste. There is a $10 suggested donation. The New 
Paltz Jewish Community Center is located at 30 
North Chestnut Street in New Paltz. 

The event is hosted by Extinction Rebellion New 
Paltz. For additional information, contact xrmidhud-
son@gmail.com. 

Village Christmas tree pick up

The Village of New Paltz will be mulching Christmas 
trees this year and off ering that by-product to anyone 
interested in it for gardens or pathways. Residents are 
encouraged to get their trees out of the house BEFORE 
they dry out, as they pose a high fi re risk. 

There are two ways you can dispose of your 
Christmas tree to be mulched (please remove all or-
naments, lights, tinsel): 

• In the village, leave it curb side any time before 
10 a.m. on Friday, January 10. If you choose this op-
tion, please give the Department of Public Works 
(DPW) a call at (845) 255-1980 to give a heads-up that 
the tree is ready for pick-up or;

• Drop it off  at the village DPW next to Village Hall, 25 
Plattekill Avenue before 10 a.m. on Friday, January 10. 

For more information, contact Village Clerk Alberta 
Shaw at 255-0130 or clerk@villageofnewpaltz.org.

Mulch will be made available free of charge to 
the public after Monday, January 20 at the village’s 
wastewater treatment plant located off  Huguenot 
Street. Contact the DPW to make arrangements.

Please note: many gardeners recommend aging 
fresh mulch before applying to plants. Please consult 
with a garden expert if unsure what’s best for your 
application.

Mission team to discuss their recent 
trip to Uganda

Join the Reformed Church of New Paltz’s AIDS 
Orphan Education Trust (AOET) Mission Team this 
Friday, January 10, 6 p.m., in the fi reside room in the 

education building to learn about their recent trip 
to Uganda.

A presentation by members of the mission team 
will include their work and support of AOET Ugan-
da’s primary and secondary schools, medical clinic 
and the two medical outreaches to remote villages in 
the Ugandan countryside. They’ll also show pictures 
of what the team did during some free time and from 
the safari that most team members went on after 
completing their AOET work.

Refreshments will be light Ugandan food snacks 
prepared by chef Toller Alloway (a former team 
member) and some light fi nger food and drinks.

The church is located at 92 Huguenot Street in 
New Paltz.

Mushroom Shed meeting on 
January 14

The monthly planning meeting of the Mushroom 
Shed will be held on Tuesday, January 14, 6 p.m., in 
the Social Hall of the Reformed Church of New Paltz. 
If you’re interested in being a part of this “all things 
mushroom” community, feel free to attend. 

Cultivation 101 will be discussed at 7 p.m. The 
discussion will focus on do-it-yourself ways to culti-
vate mushrooms. This will lead into the group’s next 
gathering on February 11, which will be an all-hands 
brainstorming session as to how the community 
grow space can function at the Mushroom Shed. Ev-
eryone is welcome to both. 

For more information, contact Amanda Heidel at 
732-778-0001 or e-mail communitymushroomshed@
gmail.com.

Graphic design workshops
at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library will host a four-week 
graphic design workshop beginning this Saturday, 
January 11 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. This free workshop 
is open to the public. Participants will need basic 
computer skills and should be high school age or 
above. Pre-registration is requested by stopping by 
or calling the library at 255-1255, however walk-ins 
are welcome. Diff erent material will be covered at 
each session, and participants are encouraged (but 
not required) to attend all four classes. Those with 
little experience with graphic design software such 
as Photoshop or GIMP are especially encouraged to 
attend the fi rst session. The next sessions will take 
place on Saturday, January 18 from 4 to 5:30 p.m., 
Saturday, January 25 from 2 to 3 p.m. and Saturday, 
February 1 from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

The workshops will be taught by Gregory Ortiz, 
who has been an avid photographer for 50 years, 15 
as a digital photographer. He is an expert level pho-
toshop user, specializing in photo retouching. 

The workshop takes place in the library commu-
nity room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. Those 
interested in the workshop can contact Wilkin Lai at 
313-525-1255 or wlai@ccservicenetwork.org for more 

Town of Lloyd Police Chief Daniel Waage
announces retirement

A
FTER SEVEN YEARS at the helm of the Town of Lloyd Police Department, Chief Dan-
iel Waage announced that he will be retiring from law enforcement eff ective January 
31. Chief Waage has served the Town of Lloyd community during his 25-year tenure in 
several diff erent facets of the police department including the following positions: Dis-

patcher, police offi  cer, sergeant and police chief.
Throughout several years of his career as a police offi  cer and as a sergeant, Waage was a mem-

ber of the Kingston Ulster Narcotics Team and the URGENT (Ulster Regional Gang Enforcement 
Narcotics Team) Task Force receiving numerous awards for his accomplishments with both teams.

Waage was sworn in as the Town of Lloyd Police Chief on October 1, 2012 and during his tenure 
as chief, Waage enhanced the department by upgrading communications equipment, increasing the 
technology used throughout the station, as well as the vehicles, and within the last year joined forces 
with the Ulster County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce upgrading the department’s records management system.

Immediately after taking over, Waage began a series of community-related initiatives including 
but not limited to: the Civilian Police Academy, Youth Rec League, Cops & Coff ee and many oth-
ers. As a certifi ed police instructor, Waage has taught a multitude of classes to the community and 
several police academy classes on topics that include, dangerous narcotics, civilian response to 
an active shooter, etc. Chief Waage also spearheaded several charitable events for the community: 
Cops and pizza to assist the American Legion, spaghetti dinner for hurricane relief, Thanksgiving 
food drive, Christmas toy drive, along with several more during his tenure.

Chief Waage concludes his career after holding the offi  ce of Ulster County Police Chiefs Association 
president (for the past two years) and as an active member of the JTTF ( Joint Terrorism Task Force).

Town of Lloyd Police Chief Daniel Waage.
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info or with questions. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Book reading at Inquiring Minds 
Bookstore in New Paltz

The Emergence of Ecosocialism is the fi rst book pub-
lished posthumously by author, activist and scholar 
Joel Kovel, who passed away on April 30, 2018. In 
2001, Kovel co-authored An Ecosocialist Manifesto, 
launching a global movement with ancient roots and 
prophetic horizons. Since that time, dozens of books 
and hundreds of articles have been published on the 
subject. Salvatore Engel-Di Mauro and DeeDee Hal-
leck will be reading excerpts from the book on Janu-
ary 12, 4 p.m., at Inquiring Minds Bookstore, located 
at 6 Church Street in New Paltz.

Engel-Di Mauro is chief editor for the journal Capi-
talism Nature Socialism and co-founder with Kovel of 
Ecosocialist Horizons. Halleck is a media activist and 
founder of Paper Tiger television.

The book will be 15% off  at the event and the read-
ers will be available for questions afterward.

Monopoly board game-making day 
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host a Monopoly game-
making day on Saturday, January 18 from 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. This family program is for ages seven to 
adult. There is a material cost of $8 and attendees 
must register by January 15 with their choice of Harry 
Potter or Star Wars themes. Design a table-top game 
board version of Monopoly just like the original in-
ventor Lizzie Magie. Listen to the story Pass Go and 
Collect $200: The Real Story of How Monopoly Was In-
vented by Tanya Lee Stone and be inspired to make a 
unique monopoly-style board game.

Events take place in the library community room, 
located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org. 

Music with Miss Amy at Gardiner 
Library

 The Gardiner Library will off er its Music with Miss 
Amy class for children up to four years old with their 
caregiver. The class will meet from 9 to 9:45 a.m. on 
Mondays, January 13 to February 17. The cost is $60 
for a four-week session. Pre-registration is required 
with a $10 deposit. The balance is due the fi rst day of 
class. Space is limited and the class fi lls quickly.

 Classes will include song time, fi nger plays, bounc-
ing rhymes, instruments and puppets.

 The classes will be held in the library communi-
ty room. To pre-register, stop by the library at 133 
Farmer’s Turnpike or call 255-1255. For more infor-
mation, call the number above or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

Meeting location and time change

The New Paltz Landlord Tenant Relations Counsel 

meeting scheduled for January 16, 7:30 p.m., at Vil-
lage Hall will now be held in the Community Center, 
located at 3 Veterans Drive in New Paltz. All are wel-
come to attend. This location is handicap accessible.

Ulster Activists to meet
on January 12

Ulster Activists (U-act) will be holding its fi rst meet-
ing of the year this Sunday, January 12 from 4-6 p.m. at 
New Paltz Village Hall, located at 25 Plattekill Avenue.

This meeting will include deep discussion about 
plans for 2020, including how to support national 
and local Democratic candidates in the primary and 
general elections, expanding communication with lo-
cal leaders about community and election issues, col-
laborating with and supporting other regional activist 
groups, using social media more eff ectively, as well as 
continuing our eff orts regarding the environment, im-
migration, voting reforms, health care and outreach to 
SUNY students. Please come and add your voice.

For additional information, check out Ulster Activ-
ists on Facebook or at ulsteractivists.org.

 NEW PALTZ | TOWN BOARD

Town of New Paltz holds its reorg meeting

T
HE FIRST MEETING of the year after an election can signal what the months ahead 
might hold. It’s the reorganizational meeting, when board members go through a series 
of somewhat routine motions. The Town of New Paltz held its reorg meeting on January 
2 and welcomed new board member Alexandra Baer to the table. Board member Dan 

Torres was reappointed as the deputy supervisor. There will be a swearing-in ceremony this Fri-
day, January 10, 4:30 p.m., at Deyo Hall, located at 6 Broadhead Avenue in New Paltz, for board 
members Seyfert-Lillis and Baer and town justice Jim Bacon. The Town Board meets the fi rst and 
third Thursday of the month, 7 p.m., at the courthouse.

.

LAUREN THOMAS

The New Paltz Town Board at their reorganization meeting last week (L-R): David Brownstein, 
Alexandra Baer, Supervisor Neil Bettez, Dan Torres and Julie Seyfert-Lillis.

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm | Sat 8am-6pm | Sun 9am-1pm
4 Dusinberre Rd. Gardiner NY 12525 | (845) 255-5494

www.majesticshardware.com

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating

WINTER SALE!
40% OFF Winter Clothing & Accessories!
Sale begins Saturday, January 11th

 Winter Hours: Open Daily 10-6

6 N. Front Street, New Paltz  (845) 255-6277
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NEW PALTZ | VILLAGE

Okay or 
not okay?
Allegedly racist hand gesture 
in newspaper photo causes 
controversy in New Paltz
by Terence P. Ward

A 
PHOTO IN NEW Paltz Times caused con-
troversy last week when residents com-
plained that a hand gesture made by a 
village employee signifi ed “white power.” 

After looking into the matter, Mayor Tim Rogers says 
the village concluded the whole thing was a misun-
derstanding and that no village employee was trying 
to start a race war in a weekly paper.

A statement released late Friday read in part, “Af-
ter our review, we concluded that the DPW worker 
in the photo was completely unaware that he was 
making a hand gesture that could be interpreted 
as racist or bigoted. We believe he thought he was 
making the ‘O.K.’ symbol or the ‘circle game’ gesture 
that people have been playing for decades. It is clear 
that he is mortifi ed, deeply sorry and would undo 
the photo in a heartbeat if he could. We believe and 
support this DPW worker wholeheartedly. He has 
now learned, like many of us, that this hand gesture 
that had been innocuous has, unfortunately, been 
recently co-opted by hateful white supremacists.”

When asked to pose for a picture to accompany 
the annual “looking ahead” piece about the village, 
Rogers wanted to include some of the village em-
ployees who, in his mind, are the people who make 
the village a community that’s desirable and appeal-
ing to residents and visitors. This reporter heard him 
remark upon the strategy more than once, and with 
pride in his voice. Members of the public works de-

partment posed with Rogers and KT Tobin, his dep-
uty mayor, in front of a village truck. In the photo, 
one of the employees, Matt Tompkins, had his arms 
spread as if he was speaking in an animated fashion; 
one of his hands was low in the shot, with the tips of 
thumb and forefi nger touching.

A casual scan might lead one to conclude that 
Tompkins’ gesture is the symbol for “okay,” an ex-
pression which dates back to a joke published in 
1839, when many initialisms were being coined, in-
cluding some that were intentional mistakes, such as 
“o.k.” standing for “oll korrect.” It was picked up by 
supporters of presidential candidate Martin van Bu-
ren, called “Old Kinderhook,” who also adopted the 
gesture because it was seen as representing both of 
those letters. It then became a succinct way for tele-
graph operators to confi rm receipt of a message, and 
later on scuba divers adopted the gesture to commu-
nicate “all is well” while underwater.

Years later, a schoolboy in 1980s Ohio reportedly 
adapted the symbol to a new purpose, the “circle 
game.” The rules are simple: display the gesture be-
low one’s waist, and wait for a friend to look directly 
at it. When that happens, the unlucky person who 
noticed it gets punched in the upper arm. The game 
lived among middle-schoolers alone until it was fea-
tured in a 2000 episode of Malcolm in the Middle and 
became more widely known. It migrated into online 
memes by 2011, with users forgoing the punching 
but still attempting to trick others into seeing the 
gesture.

Users of the site 4chan selected the symbol in 2017 
as part of an experiment in trolling journalists and, 
by extension, liberals, to whom these users believe 
reporters tend to cater. In an eff ort dubbed “Opera-
tion O-KKK,” they fl ooded Twitter and other sites 
with claims that rather than standing for the let-
ters “O” and “K,” the gesture actually represented 
the “W” and “P” of the phrase “white power.” An-
other hoax incubated in this site around the same 
time “was the concept that white supremacists were 
drinking milk to show ‘the superiority of the white 
race’ and the ‘purity of white milk.’ One hoaxer 
trying to convince the Anti-Defamation League ‘ex-
plained’ that ‘they are chugging milk in front of peo-
ple of color, quoting racist books and phrases and 
supposed statistics about people of color being lac-
tose intolerant.’ A number of media websites bought 
into the milk hoax.”

It appears that in this case, 4chan users were even 
more successful; although this connection remains 
unfamiliar to many people, others now identify it 
by that racist association alone. According to a piece 
about it written for the Anti-Defamation League site, 
“Reaction to the ‘OK’ symbol hoax was so wide-
spread in the spring and summer of 2017 that a num-
ber of people on the far right began deliberately to 
use the gesture — typically making the sign while 
posing for photographs uploaded to social media — 
in order to continue the trolling and spread it fur-
ther.” Some white supremacists have taken to using 
the symbol without irony, but others continue to use 
it as a dog whistle to elicit reactions because they’re 
familiar with its origins.

The connection of this gesture to white suprema-
cy is not yet widely known. Following a somewhat 
vague post on the village’s Facebook page about the 
image to announce an investigation, much of the 
commentary made by locals was people trying to 
identify what the problem with the picture might be.

“It is important to realize that the ‘OK’ gesture is 
a nearly universal hand gesture and most usage of it 
is completely innocuous,” according to writers for 
the ADL. “Even when used as described here. . . one 
cannot assume that anyone who poses with such a 
gesture is intending or exhibiting an association with 
white supremacy. Only if the gesture occurs in con-
text with other clear indicators of white supremacy 
can one draw that conclusion.”

While the public works superintendent did not al-
low a reporter to ask Tompkins if he wished to com-
ment for this story, the only context present in the 
image itself is the fact that the gesture was made be-
low the waist. ++

BRIEFLY | NOTED

Phillies Bridge Farm Project
needs your help

Located on 65 acres in Gardiner, Phillies Bridge 
Farm Project is a not-for-profi t working farm with a 
mission to promote local sustainable agriculture, to 
provide CSA shareholders with abundant organically 
grown vegetables and herbs, to share part of the har-
vest with people in need and to educate people of all 
ages about the sources of healthy food and the study 
of nature.

They are currently recruiting new committee 
members for the following committees:

• The Buildings & Grounds Committee does main-
tenance and helps to further develop the property 
and buildings at the farm including the farmhouse, 
the barn and the greenhouses, as well as maintain-
ing the fi elds, the nature trail, equipment, tools and 
other aspects of the working farm. 

• The Development & Fundraising Committee rais-
es funds to support the farm’s mission. 

• The Education Committee develops program-
ming to off er to youth in our community. 

• The Events Committee organizes on-farm com-
munity events. 

• The Finance Committee advises the treasurer in 
preparing budget and fi nancial policies.

• The Food Justice Committee develops program-
ming and events for the people we serve while striv-
ing to fi nd more ways to connect people with aff ord-
able, farm fresh food.

• The Marketing Committee does public outreach 
to let people know about the work of the organiza-
tion. 

For more information, call (845) 256-9108 or visit 
PhilliesBridge.org/committees.

A daring to rest Yoga Nidra gathering 
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library hosts a special Yoga Nidra 
class for the new year with Wendy Blair this Sun-
day, January 12 from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. This Daring 
to Rest Yoga Nidra Gathering: Rest Cleanse for the 
New year is a special three-hour gathering that will 
help to slow down to reset your body and mind for 
the new year. This class asks for a $20 suggested dona-
tion. There will be a brief check-in to start, followed by 
intention-setting for the experience (that will be woven 
into the meditation), a 30-45 minute guided mediation 
and will conclude with a short period for feedback.

All classes take place in the library community 
room. For further information, call 255-1255 or visit 
www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Hudson Valley Music Collective 
presents Songwriter Circles

Songwriter Circles, by the Hudson Valley Music 
Collective (HVMC), will take place at the Gardiner Li-
brary on Wednesday, January 15 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
The event is open to all ages and levels with a $10 
suggested donation.

 Led by local musician, composer and teacher Mi-
chael Hollis, musicians will be given the chance to 
share with each other the successes and pitfalls of 
composing. Each circle will end with a short set per-
formed by a diff erent guest artist of the night. Bring 
your instruments.

 The series will be off ered in the library commu-
nity room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For 
further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gar-
dinerlibrary.org.

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers 
to serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water 
Open Space Preservation Commission, Environmen-
tal Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Com-
mission, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public 
Access Committee and the Recreation Committee. 
Interested parties are asked to submit a letter of in-
terest and resume to the supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail assistant@
townofnewpaltz.org.

\1
WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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ROSENDALE & GARDINER | TOWN SUPERVISORS

LAUREN THOMAS

Rosendale Town Supervisor Jeanne Walsh.
LAUREN THOMAS

Gardiner Town Supervisor Mary Beth Majestic.

by Frances Marion Platt

J
EANNE WALSH BEGAN her fi fth consecu-
tive term as Town of Rosendale supervisor on 
January 1 -- this time for four years instead of 
the previous two, local voters having handily 

approved a ballot referendum this past November to 
increase the length of the terms of both the supervi-
sor and the highway superintendent. As in years past, 
major infrastructure overhauls will continue to occupy 
the bulk of Walsh’s attention in 2020. Several of these, 
including water and sewer system upgrades, represent 
the fi nal steps in multiyear projects addressing fl ood 
damage from Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee 
way back in 2011. A streetlight replacement initiative 
that was a pet project of former Rosendale council-
woman Jen Metzger, now serving in the State Senate, is 
expected to see completion this year as well.

As town supervisor, what are your immediate priori-
ties that you want to see addressed early in 2020?

I hope to see the water meter installation project 
completed early in 2020. We still have some meters 
left to install of the 550 meters that were purchased 
to help make the Rosendale water system more ef-
fi cient. These meters will help residents to identify 
leaks early and will mean less time involved in the 
reading of meters.

 
What else is on your wish list to complete or initiate by 
the end of the year?

I still have a few more infrastructure projects on 
my list of things I want to see completed in Rosen-
dale. We plan to get our new water tower under 
construction this year, and hope to complete this 
project by early 2021. The renovation and upgrad-
ing of our sewer plant are to begin this year. This is 
a much-needed project to make our sewer plant a 
more resilient plant during storms, and to upgrade 
equipment that has long needed replacing.

We are expecting to purchase all of our streetlights 
from Central Hudson and sign a contract early in 
2020 with the New York Power Authority to replace 
all of our streetlights with LED lighting. This is ex-
pected to save our taxpayers more than $40,000 per 
year in rentals and energy costs for street lighting.

We will fi nish making our Recreation Center a bet-
ter shelter by installing a permanent generator for 
the bathhouse, which was renovated to be able to 
be year-round when needed to provide a place for 
showers and bathrooms when power outages are not 
resolved quickly. A generator will be installed at the 
lower James Street sewer lift station to ensure the lift 
station continues to run during power outages.

 

What should Rosendale residents be aware of that’s likely 
to become an issue for them in 2020, or where their input 
to town leaders would be especially valuable?

I cannot say any one thing is more of a concern, 
but I welcome input from our residents and encour-
age them to attend Town Board meetings to see 
what we are working on and to give their input to 
the Town Board.

 
Everyone in public offi  ce occasionally faces unan-
ticipated challenges and has to get creative. Has there 
been any takeaway lesson from such a situation in the 
past that you feel will be helpful to you in coping with 
future challenges?

It has been my experience that we must always be 
creative to solve the challenges we face in running 
town government. It is my promise that I will do my 
best to serve the Rosendale residents and to meet 
these challenges to the best of my ability. ++

Town of Gardiner
Marybeth Majestic

O
N JANUARY 1, Marybeth Majestic com-
mences her third term as Town of Gar-
diner supervisor, reelected without oppo-
sition in November 2019. Issues that most 

urgently need addressing in 2020, in her view, begin 
with fi xing the gaps, contradictions and vague termi-
nology in the Zoning Code that have hindered town 
offi  cials’ ability to regulate short-term rentals and 
other tourist accommodations, as well as replacing a 
decrepit, dangerous bridge on Clove Road and scop-
ing out how to enhance the capacity of the sewer in-
frastructure in the Gardiner hamlet.

As town supervisor, what are your immediate priori-
ties that you want to see addressed early in 2020?

We need to adopt the amendments to Chapter 
200 and Chapter 220 [of the Zoning Code] and lift 
the moratorium on tourist-related land use accom-
modations, as well as adopt a local law regulating 
short-term rentals. We also need to begin the Infl ow 
and Infi ltration study in our Sewer District and take 
the necessary steps to mitigate the problem, which 
would increase our capacity at the sewer treatment 
plant. We need to work diligently to replace the Clove 
Road Bridge with the funding we have secured.

What else is on your wish list to complete or initiate by 
the end of the year?

This spring we are planning to complete the work 
required in the Pole Barn at Majestic Park that will 
allow us to rent the facility out to residents. We need 
to implement a system in our Building Department 
to monitor the conservation easements that the 
town holds or owns. We will continue to support the 
requests of our volunteer boards.

What should Gardiner residents be aware of that’s like-
ly to become an issue for them in 2020, or where their 
input to town leaders would be especially valuable?

Residents should be aware that the use of their real 
property may be governed by the town Zoning Code 
and they should contact the Code Enforcement Of-
fi cer with any ideas they have, from installing a deck 
to short-term rentals. When residents attend Town 
Board meetings and ask clarifying questions or sug-
gest specifi c actions or solutions, we often fi nd a pro-
ductive dialogue follows. We learn from residents, 
and I am certain it helps residents to understand 
the broader context of issues. The interests of our 
residents drive what issues the Town Board will un-
dertake.

Everyone in public offi  ce occasionally faces unan-
ticipated challenges and has to get creative. Has there 
been any takeaway lesson from such a situation in the 
past that you feel will be helpful to you in coping with 
future challenges? 

The scope of issues and opportunities before the 
Town of Gardiner requires creativity and patience. It 
is often unknown to others the amount of research 
and analysis required to bring worthy projects be-
fore the Town Board. Public discussion of these proj-
ects or concepts is invaluable because of the per-
spectives others bring to the topic. Yet the challenge 
can be creating understanding among the diversity 
of perspectives, especially if the recommendations of 
some or many don’t prevail. Judgment must be applied 
by the fi ve people who must vote, and some are satis-
fi ed while others are not. The takeaway: Be clear and 
forthright and let the chips fall where they may. ++

Looking ahead
Walsh awaits fi nishing touches on several Rosendale infrastructure projects in 2020;
Zoning code reform, sewer & bridge infrastructure top Majestic’s 2020 priorities for Gardiner



 New Paltz Times 6 •  January 9, 2020

said he recognized early on that he had an unusual 
aptitude for debate, a talent he could put to use in 
the legal profession.

“I refer to it as my gift, my family used to call it 
the curse,” said Williams. “I always felt I could try 
to understand both sides of an argument and, once 
decided, aggressively and persuasively argue my po-
sition.”

Williams took that gift to Seton Hall, then Albany 
Law School and then, after passing the bar, to the Ul-
ster County District Attorney’s Offi  ce, where he went 
to work for then-DA and future state Supreme Court 
Judge E. Michael Kavanagh. At the time, Williams 
said he had no plans to make a career on the prose-
cution side of the bar. Rather, he planned to follow a 
well-worn path for fl edgling attorneys — put in a few 
years in a DA’s offi  ce, gain valuable trial experience 
and then move on to more lucrative work as a litiga-
tor. Having grown up in modest, albeit comfortable, 
circumstances, the dream of becoming a high-rolling 
trial attorney held allure, Williams said.

“Money and to be rich was a consideration,” said 
Williams of his early career plans. “I knew I had a 
gift, I wanted to be a trial lawyer for a long time. I 
wanted to go into private practice and make a lot of 
money.”

That path would shift, unalterably, with a horrifi c 
crime that unfolded among Marlborough’s apple or-
chards. On March 13, 1979, Antonio Navarro and David 
Cruz abducted a 15-year-old girl from Haverstraw in 
her mother’s car. The pair took her to an apple farm 
in the southern Ulster County town, where they broke 
into a trailer. Over the next 24 hours Cruz and Navarro 
repeatedly sexually assaulted the victim at knifepoint. 
The next day, they left her hogtied and gagged on the 
dirt fl oor of a woodshed, expecting the late winter 
weather to fi nish what they had started. Williams still 
marvels that the frail teenager was able to free herself 
from her bonds and make her way to safety.

Barely a year out of law school, Williams was as-
signed to prosecute the case because, he believes, as 
the offi  ce’s youngest ADA, his superiors thought he 
was best suited to establish a rapport with the teen 
victim. Cruz would go on to plead guilty to a single 
count of rape. He was sentenced to six to 18 years in 
state prison and died there in 1995.

Navarro opted to go to trial. Williams recalls the 
trepidation he felt knowing that the girl would have 
to testify in excruciating detail about her ordeal and 
fearing she would freeze up on the witness stand. 
Forty years later, he pauses to collect himself as he 
describes the climactic moment of the trial.

“She steps down from the witness stand, walks 

over to the defense table and said, ‘This is the man 
who tried to ruin my life,’” recalls Williams. “To see 
the courage of that young lady was amazing after 
what had happened to her. She didn’t want it to hap-
pen to someone else.”

Navarro was convicted on all counts and received 
consecutive maximum terms for rape, robbery, kid-
napping and other crimes. He was released in 2012 
after 33 years in prison. After the trial, Williams be-
gan receiving letters from the victim, a correspon-
dence that lasted until her untimely death under cir-
cumstance the judge declines to discuss. The trial, 
he said, set him on the course of a career prosecutor.

“After that trial I couldn’t imagine anything that 
would fulfi ll me more than seeing justice done, in 
my eyes,” said Williams. “Suddenly $15,000 a year 
wasn’t so bad because there were more important 
things, or at least more fulfi lling things.”

A tough DA, but that’s not the whole story
Within a few years of that trial, Williams was pro-

moted to chief assistant district attorney. In 1999, 
when Kavanagh left the offi  ce to become county 
judge, Williams was appointed to the top job. He 
would go on to win election to two four year terms 
as DA. As the county’s top law enforcement offi  cer, 
Williams earned a reputation for driving hard bar-
gains on plea agreements, mandating that defen-
dants plead guilty to the top count in any indictment 
in exchange for a deal. He also personally prosecut-
ed dozens of high-profi le cases at trial.

But Williams said, his reputation as a tough on 
crime DA belied eff orts by himself and his predeces-
sor to both modernize the offi  ce and look for solu-
tions beyond the jailhouse. During his tenure as chief 
assistant and as DA, Williams said, the offi  ce created 
a domestic violence task force, hired the county’s 
fi rst sexual assault nurse examiner and helped cre-
ate a program — a precursor to today’s drug courts 
— to provide jail-based outpatient and inpatient ser-
vices to addicts.

“[Kavanagh] and I were able to accomplish a lot, in 
terms of change. As DAs we were ahead of the curve 
in what was then a very rural conservative county.” 
said Williams.

In 2007, it appeared that Williams was ready to 
pursue his long deferred ambition to become a pri-
vate practice litigation attorney. He passed on a third 
term as DA to join his friend Dave Clegg’s legal prac-
tice in Uptown Kingston. But, Williams’ tenure there 
was a short one. In 2009, County Court Judge Mike 
Bruhn told Williams that he would not seek another 
10-year term on the bench and encouraged him to 
run for the offi  ce. He defeated Deborah Schneer, 
who’d been appointed by the governor to fi ll Bruhn’s 
remaining term, and donned the judicial robes.

On the bench, Williams established himself as 
an exacting taskmaster and a hard worker presid-
ing over an average of 20 trials each year. Williams 
praised his court attorney, John Prizzia, as a critical 

Don Williams departs
(Continued from page 1) 

component of the operation. Prizzia has been at Wil-
liams’ side since he served as an assistant district 
attorney and later chief assistant in the DA’s offi  ce. 
As court attorney, Prizzia researches case law and 
handles much of the painstaking behind-the-scenes 
work that goes into the adjudicating more than 300 
felony cases each year.

“He has the knowledge of the law, the talent to try 
cases and the drive to work,” said Williams of his 
court attorney. “As proud and as confi dent as I am 
about my abilities, the reason I can do what I do is 
because of John.”

Here comes the judge
Williams’ style on the bench is serious, stern and 

appears aimed at creating an atmosphere of gravity. 
In other courts, judges and attorneys engage in fast-
paced jargon-laden proceedings in an eff ort to clear 
cases quickly. Williams, by contrast, makes time to 
speak to defendants slowly and carefully in a smooth 
baritone and measured cadence as he asks if they 
understand the rights they are giving up by plead-
ing guilty. He will address jurors and victims and 
sometimes expound at some length about the harm 
a defendant has caused. Williams’ style has earned 
him hushed criticism from prosecutors and defense 
attorneys alike, who complain about his manner, 
his infl exibility on plea agreements and his in-court 
chastisement of lawyers who provoke his ire.

But Williams views his work on the bench as more 
important than his popularity among fellow mem-
bers of the bar. He also sees part of his job as teach-
ing young attorneys the nuances of criminal law 
from the bench, off ering correction when needed. 

“I am demanding of lawyers, but there is just too 
much at stake in my courtroom,” said Williams. “And 
I’m not just talking about victims and their families, 
I’m talking about defendants, I’m talking about the 
community.”

For defendants, Williams’ manner can range 
from withering to near-fatherly, depending on their 
crimes and their level of remorse. When a convicted 
pedophile repeatedly interrupted Williams sentenc-
ing, the judge had court offi  cers gag him. But Wil-
liams is also known to off er words of encouragement 
and support to addicts who have turned a corner 
while in jail and to cut years off  of sentences for de-
fendants whom he believes express true remorse. 
He has made it a habit of interrupting defendants’ 
post-conviction statements to the court and to their 
victims with questions. A young man who claims he 
got in trouble running with a bad crowd might be 
asked why he chose to associate with them. A defen-
dant who blames their crime on alcohol might be 
asked pointedly if someone held a gun to their head 
and forced them to drink. The point of the question-
ing, Williams said, is to probe whether the defen-
dants have a true understanding of the magnitude 
of their crimes and are truly committed to changing 
their ways. Williams also defended his reputation for 
tough sentences noting that he reserved long prison 
terms for either violent off enders or those who con-
tinue in a life of crime after they have been given 
multiple opportunities to reform.

“It gives me no joy to sentence people to prison,” 
said Williams. “But it’s not about punishment, it’s 
about deterrence, it’s about rehabilitation, it’s about 
making victims feel that justice has been done and 
making the community have greater faith in the sys-
tem.”

Putting down the gavel
Earlier this year, Williams announced that he 

would not seek a second term on the bench. The 
judge, a Republican, said that it was not a choice 
entirely of his own making. At 66, he is eligible to 
serve as a judge for another four years. Williams 
said that he had formed a campaign committee and 
was preparing to announce his run when “political 
machinations” upon which he declined to elaborate 
caused him to rethink his plans. On Jan. 1, Democrat 
Bryan Rounds, who made frequent appearances as 
a defense attorney before Williams, will become the 
new county judge.

In the end, Williams, a widower, said that it was 
his daughter’s words that convinced him it was time 
to end his 40-year career in the criminal justice sys-
tem.

“She said ‘Dad, Mom and I think that you have done 
enough,” recalls Williams. “The next day I called my 
people and said I don’t think I’ve done enough, but it 
was time. And I’m going to miss this.” ++
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New beginnings
(Continued from page 1) 

originally had Palladino winning, but the numbers 
being reported manually by each district had Pizzu-
to in the lead, and fi nally everyone drove to the BOE 
offi  ces in Kingston to get the numbers straight. “Only 
once we arrived there, someone who worked at the 
Board of Elections had a medical issue, and that sent 
them and the entire county into chaos,” he recalled. 

Eventually the health issue was resolved, as well 
as the votes; and it did come down to counting the 
absentee ballots, which put Pizzuto in the lead.

The fourth-generation Lloyd resident may be new 
to the supervisor’s position, but he’s not new to 
the inner workings of Town Hall or politics. “I fi rst 
served as a town councilman in Lloyd back in 1977,” 
he said. “I then served on the County Legislature, 
worked for three senators,” as well as several posi-
tions on Dutchess County political boards and com-
mittees when he worked across the river as a mort-
gage banker.

Most recently, Pizzuto has served the Town of 
Lloyd as its Planning Board chair, but resigned that 
post after the board’s last workshop meeting in De-
cember. After casting a net for a confi dential secre-
tary and reading through several résumés, he has 
chosen Margaret O’Halloran for the position. “Her 
résumé was superior, and she is not wedded to any 
political party. She worked in New York City for 
many years, and is now in Highland taking care of 
her mother and was looking for a job. So it was the 
perfect storm,” he said. The supervisor also named 
Michael Guerriero as his deputy supervisor. “Mi-
chael was just elected to his fourth term, and he’s 
always here in case I am not available and there is a 
situation or crisis. He knows the job.”

As far as the job goes, Pizzuto said that, due to 
Hansut opening the doors and helping him with the 
transition these past couple of weeks, “I feel com-
fortable in the offi  ce. I’ve met all of the department 
heads and most of the employees and I’m ready to 
serve the town as their full-time supervisor.”

At the top of his agenda once he takes offi  ce is to try 
to harness the “economic potential of the one million 
people that come to visit the Walkway Over the Hudson 
each year.” Pizzuto pointed out that “All of the parking 
is on the Highland side, and we need to capture these 
visitors and bring them into our hamlet, into our res-
taurants and shops and farms to help boost our local 
economy. The Walkway is a diamond in the rough.”

To this end, he also pointed out that recently the 
town has received a $650,000 grant toward sidewalk 
creation and improvement, and that simultaneous-
ly the Walkway Over the Hudson, a state park, has 
“received two $250,000 grants: one for lights along 
the Walkway and one for road and parking improve-
ments, which is phenomenal.”

While Pizzuto is excited about working with the 
Town Board to try to generate a greater connection 
between the Walkway visitors and Highland busi-
nesses, as the recent chair of the Planning Board he 
is also focused on trying to get a moratorium in place 
so that the town can best plan for the half-dozen large 
residential/commercial developments that are slated 
for a “postage-stamp-sized area between the ramp to 
the bridge and Chapel Hill Road off  9W. We’re talking 
about proposals that would increase our population by 
ten percent, and with that, the traffi  c and the required 
infrastructure. And we need to plan for this, so that in 
ten years we’re not kicking ourselves.”

He was quick to assert that “No one wants to stop de-
velopment. We need development and growth to keep 
our taxes down and to move forward. But there needs 
to be a plan in place, and we need to get our Compre-
hensive Plan updated and our zoning refl ective of how 
we want to grow.” As the chair of the Planning Board, 
Pizzuto put together a Comprehensive Master Plan 
Review Committee that has been working for the past 
several months on proposed updates.

Although he is a registered Independent and was 
voted in on the Democratic and Conservative lines, 
Pizzuto said that at heart, “I’m the type of person 
that likes to unify people and get everyone working 
together and fi nd that middle of the road where we 
can best agree.”

His swearing-in ceremony took place at the fi re 
station on New Year’s Day. ++

 NEW PALTZ | COMMUNITY

T
HE OPEN SPACE Institute (OSI) 
has announced a new partner-
ship with the Shawangunk Nordic 
Ski Association (SNSA), to main-

tain cross country skiing paths at its River-
to-Ridge Trail. The grooming will provide 
consistent trail conditions and improve the 
public’s access to the land during winter 
months, conditions permitting. 

Under the partnership, OSI is providing 
the necessary equipment, including the 
grooming engine and snow tracks, while 
SNSA is providing the grooming drag, me-
chanical expertise and will groom the trails 
as needed. SNSA also obtained a grant 
from Fischer Sports toward the purchase 
of trail-grooming accessories. 

“This is a terrifi c opportunity for area 
residents and visitors to grab their cross-
country skis and explore the beautiful win-
ter landscape of the Shawangunk Ridge,” 
said Kim Elliman, OSI’s president and 
CEO. “We thank our partners, especially 
the Shawangunk Nordic Ski Association, 
which strategized with us on the logistics 

of this plan and followed through with grooming the winter trails at River-to-Ridge.”
Winter trails on the River-to-Ridge Trail will run from the Carmine Liberta Bridge in New Paltz 

to Butterville Road and will be maintained as weather permits. The River-to-Ridge Trail is open 
year-round from dawn to dusk and admission is free to all trail users. 

“As an organization focused on promoting cross-country skiing throughout the region, we’re 
excited to team up with OSI to increase access to skiing along the Ridge,” said Mark Ruoff  of Sha-
wangunk Nordic Ski Association. “The River-to-Ridge Trail is a scenic and impressive addition to 
our network of ski trails and the access is unparalleled for much of our local population.”

The groomed trails at River-to-Ridge will be maintained using a snow tracked utility vehicle with 
snow tracks pulling a grooming drag to rework the snow and create a compacted trail surface 
with set tracks. Groomed trails help skis to glide forward with minimal energy loss so that skiing is 
more effi  cient and beginners can learn to ski with control. 

Parking is available at the River-to-Ridge Trailhead at 41 Springtown Road in New Paltz. Since 
the trail is a multi-use trail open year-round to a large variety of activities and trail equipment, the 
public is reminded to please stay on the trail, be respectful of other users and yield as warranted.

WIL NIEVES COURTESY OF THE OPEN SPACE INSTITUTE

Cross-country ski trails at River-to-Ridge.

OSI announces new partnership to improve 
cross-country ski trails at River-to-Ridge 

New man, new plans
(Continued from page 1) 

Attorney Mike Kavanagh. An initial count ended last 
month with Clegg ahead by fewer than 80 votes. The 
razor-thin margin triggered a county law that mandates 
a manual recount of every ballot cast in exceptionally 
close elections. A re-canvass of more than 40,000 
votes has not changed the vote total. Clegg said he be-
lieves election offi  cials have about 7,000 more votes to 
count before the results can be certifi ed and he can be 
sworn into offi  ce. 

Clegg said he’d already spoken with former district 
attorney Holley Carnright, who left offi  ce on December 
31, as well as the offi  ce’s 15 full-time assistant district 
attorneys to coordinate the transition.

Among his fi rst tasks, said Clegg, will be settling a 
backlog of felony cases. Clegg attributed the buildup 
to attorneys’ and former county court judge Don Wil-
liams’ reluctance to reach plea agreements or go to trial 
pending the installation of a new DA and new County 
Court Judge Bryan Rounds.

“There are a number of cases ready for resolution,” 
said Clegg. “Either by plea or by trial.”

Clegg, the fi rst Democrat elected to the Ulster County 
DA’s offi  ce since 1850, said he also has plans to reorga-
nize the offi  ce. He declined to discuss personnel chang-
es, including the appointment of a new chief assistant 
to replace Kavanagh. But Clegg said he has a number 
of initiatives in mind, including closer coordination be-
tween his offi  ce and local addiction treatment provid-
ers, an increased use of drug court and other diversion 
programs for nonviolent off enders and plans to seek 
grant funding for new programs to combat domestic 
violence. Clegg added that his early responsibilities will 
also include establishing new protocols to coordinate 

his offi  ce’s eff orts with Rounds’ schedule and any new 
dictates from the incoming county court judge.

Clegg’s ascension to DA coincides with new state 
laws that mandate prosecutors turn over more evi-
dence earlier in the legal process than previously 
required. Those rules are expected to present a chal-
lenge for district attorneys statewide as they race to get 
forensic evidence back from overtaxed crime labs in 
time to comply with the new rules. ++  
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It’s the economy

Change is hard
Ulster County sheriff  Juan Figueroa expects 

the prisoner population of his county law-enforce-
ment center in Kingston to drop to about 125 of its 
more than 450 beds when all eligible inmates await-
ing trial have been released without bail this month. 
He anticipates the number of prisoners will even-
tually level off  at a number lower than what the lo-
cal jail has been used to but higher than what it has 
been after the recent releases. A certain percentage 
of people aren’t going to come to court, he predicts, 
”so we’re going to set up a warrant squad to go get 
them.”

Other New York counties are in the same boat as 
Ulster after the new state criminal-justice measures. 
With reduced occupancy, the under 500-bed county 
jail is barely above 25 percent occupancy. 

The Kingston facility is no longer expected to bring 
in revenues from boarding prisoners from other ju-
risdictions, one of the original reasons for building 
a larger jail. There’s now a far greater supply of jail 
beds in New York State than demand for them. The 
Ulster law enforcement center’s two biggest outside 
customers for boarders have made other arrange-
ments. Dutchess County has spent $34.2 million on 
its own jail in Poughkeepsie, and Greene County has 
made a deal to board its prisoners with Albany Coun-
ty. No intergovernmental revenues are expected in 
Ulster County’s 2020 jail budget. 

The diminished number of remaining prisoners 
at the controversial county law-enforcement center 
is at present fewer than the number of corrections 
staff  assigned to guard them. According to the 2020 
county budget, there are 156 budgeted corrections 
positions at the jail, plus fi ve other ancillary jobs. Is 
such a high guard-prisoner ratio sustainable?

The new criminal-justice measures end cash bail 
for most accused persons and institute a variety of 
other signifi cant pre-trial changes. There’s now sig-
nifi cant opposition to returning completely to the 
age-old system of wealth-based detention. Federal 
statistics show a New York State 2016 prison popu-
lation of 74,400 (published April 2018). Some esti-
mates expect as many as 40,000 New Yorkers to be 
decarcerated under the new practices.

“The worst nightmare in Ulster County history 
ended on a good note,” proclaimed then-legislature 
chair Dave Donaldson back at the opening of the 
new Kingston jail facility in 2007. The oversized jail, 
originally scheduled to cost $53 million, had ended 
up costing $87 million, not counting additional con-
tractors’ claims. 

But Donaldson spoke too soon at that time, it now 
appears. There’s a new nightmare on the horizon. 

At over 700 incarcerated persons per 100,000 in 
population, the United States leads the world in that 
disturbing statistic. With 4.4 percent of the world’s 
population, the nation has about 22 percent of the 
world’s prisoners. According to one study, American 

state prisons currently hold 1,306,000 prisoners, 
local jails 612,000, the federal system 221,000, im-
migration jails 61,000, and youth prisons 46,000. 
The total number of incarcerated persons comes to 
about 2.2 million. 

In terms of the wrecked lives of both victims and 
perpetrators, that statistic is nothing to be proud of. 
What can and should be done about it?

Keeping people in jail is a very expensive proposi-
tion. In 2015, the Vera Institute estimated the annual 
cost of each prisoner in New York State at $69,355. 
With the new state regulations, fi xed costs will be 
spread over a smaller prison population, and the 
per-capita cost of incarceration will increase. 

Effi  cient conversion of a jail — and especially Ulster 
County’s grand law-enforcement center — to another 
use is impractical. Nor are the skills of correctional 
offi  cers easily transferable to other occupations. 

Granted, the consequences of recidivism of 
criminal activity can be catastrophic. The new bail 
regulations “could turn into a nightmare for victims 
and the families involved,” sheriff  Figueroa admitted 
to reporter Chris McKenna of the Times Herald-Re-
cord last week. Sensing a viable political strategy in a 
universe of more barren options, Republican district 
attorneys and other law-enforcement offi  cials both 
local and statewide have been beating the drum for 
“victims’ rights” and calling the new laws “a criminal 
bill of rights.” Some Democrats have joined them, in-
creasing the likelihood of future adjustments to the 
legislation.

Dave Clegg, the probable newly elected Ulster 
County district attorney, agrees that “public safety 
is paramount.” Clegg supports most of the changes 
in state law, though. In an interview at his Kingston 
offi  ce last Friday afternoon, he said that “95 percent 
of the legislation was good, while fi ve percent needs 
more work.”

The 2020 Ulster County government executive 
budget appropriates $53.3 million for law-enforce-
ment functions (about 15.6 percent of the total bud-
get). The county jail is budgeted at $23.1 million. 
Other entities under the sheriff ’s administration will 
spend $12.5 million. Probation and rehabilitation 
services will cost $8.2 million. The district attorney’s 
budget for 2020 is $4.9 million, and the public de-
fender’s offi  ce’s has been increased to $3.8 million. 
Drug investigations are budgeted at $800,000. 

Costs of local police forces, the state police, the 
state prison apparatus, and other police forces such 
as the DEC’s and the NYC DEP’s, are not included in 
these fi gures. Nor are most elements of the extensive 
court system. Nor are the activities of federal law-
enforcement agencies. 

The change in function from a mainly punitive 
system of law enforcement to a rehabilitative and 
restorative one is no simple proposition. Major so-

cietal change is not easy. To aid in the transition, 
the 2020 Ulster County budget includes seven new 
state-funded positions in the public defender’s of-
fi ce, a full-time youth director and full-time human 
rights commissioner, and a new position of diversity 
offi  cer in the county personnel offi  ce.  

Dave Clegg hasn’t found a magic formula. 
How do you give people a second or even third 
chance and still assure public safety? “It all comes 
down to discretion,” the longtime local civil litigator 
concedes. “You use your best judgment.” 

For him, discretion is a matter of balancing con-
siderations of equity and safety. Not all judges think 
alike. Though Clegg believes in judicial discretion 
in risk assessment, he is open to the understanding 
that such discretion cannot be absolute.  

Some of the new requirements for district attor-
neys to provide timely information to defense law-
yers seem unrealistic to Clegg. There has been an 
historic imbalance between the information law en-
forcement has had about suspects and the documen-
tation defense lawyers have been provided. With the 
new procedures in mind, Clegg suggested an updat-
ing in the rules for reasonableness of disclosure. Per-
haps extra funding should be available for discovery 
work, he said. 

Will the public be safer if alleged perpetrators of 
hate crimes, terrorism or domestic violence, plus 
child molesters and drug dealers, are denied pre-
trial protections? How about people accused of 
second-degree manslaughter? Clegg does not agree 
with those civil libertarians who argue that including 
“dangerousness” as a legitimate dimension of risk 
assessment violates the presumption of innocence.

On the second day that the new measures 
went into eff ect, state senate minority leader John 
Flanagan issued a release that began, “Another day, 
another individual accused of a heinous crime re-
leased back out into the community where they are 
free to off end again thanks to the radical policies of 
Democrats in the Senate and Assembly.”

According to reporter Robert Gavin of the Albany 
Times Union, Paul Barbaritano was being held for 
manslaughter in the death of 29-year-old Nicole Jen-
nings, whom he allegedly choked and stabbed last 
July, and left to die in his own Albany apartment. Po-
lice said she was strangled with a belt and stabbed in 
the neck. Police believed Barbaritano tied a "nylon-
styled" belt around her neck, tying multiple knots 
and pulling on it to tighten it before cutting her neck, 
according to court paperwork.

A revised story by Gavin provided Barbaritano’s 
lawyer’s version. Her client mortally injured Jen-
nings, she said, following a sexual encounter involv-
ing erotic asphyxiation. He accidentally stabbed Jen-
nings while trying to cut a belt from her neck. “He 
was absolutely trying to save this woman’s life,” said 
assistant public defender Rebekah Sokol. “He never 
intended to hurt her.”

The 52-year-old Barbaritano was released from 
the Albany County jail under the new state bail laws 
last Thursday. Police are investigating whether the 
charge should be upgraded to murder.

Look for the lurid headlines to continue.   
-- Geddy Sveikauskas

Racing to come here

Another Ulster store, Pier 1 Imports, announced it 
was closing its doors at the Ulster Crossing Plaza on Ul-
ster Avenue on February 26. The retailer, which moved 
to its present Ulster location 16 years ago, is shutting 
about 70 of its 900 North American locations.

Meanwhile, RPM Raceway, an indoor electric go-kart 
owner with operations in Jersey City, Stamford, Long 
Island, Syracuse and Rochester. RPM will relocate its 
Buff alo location to the Poughkeepsie Galleria, where it 
will occupy a 50,000-square-foot storefront formerly 
leased by K1 Speed, another go-kart operator with fa-
cilities across the United States.

The grand opening of the Poughkeepsie RPM loca-
tion is scheduled for this coming Monday, January 13, 

at 11 a.m. “We are excited to bring our high-quality rac-
ing and entertainment off erings to the Poughkeepsie 
community,” said RPM CEO Eyal Farage in a press re-
lease.

Bartels wants to remain chair

Tracey Bartels said last week that she intends to run 
a second term as chair of the Ulster County Legisla-
ture. Bartels, who’s not registered with a political party 
but caucuses with the Democrats, wrote in an email 
Friday, “I do intend to seek reelection as chair of the 
legislature.”

The Gardiner resident was the second woman and 
the fi rst unaffi  liated legislator to chair the body when 
she won the position last January.

“I support her, I supported her last time,” said fellow 
legislator Dave Donaldson on Monday. “I served as a 
vice-chair, and we had a lot of issues last year that were 

out of the ordinary. We had a county executive leave, a 
comptroller leave and a [legislator] die … we also had 
another one [censured] for sexual harassment. I think 
she keeps a cool mind about herself and she handled 
[those incidents] as well as could be done. Hindsight is 
always 20/20. Could she have done something better? 
Possibly, but she did what she could.”

Donaldson, who said that many legislators this year 
were “bombastic” at times, hopes for a “mellower” 
body in 2020, so that needed legislation surrounding 
bail reform, restorative justice and tenants’ rights can 
be addressed.

Other legislators were tight-lipped about their pros-
pects for the position. “The decision is still up in the 
air, and I’m not prepared to talk about it just yet,” said 
Shawangunk GOP legislator Ken Ronk in an email. 
Ronk chaired the body previous to Bartels’ election last 
year and is currently legislature minority leader.

Speaking under the condition of anonymity, sources 
close to the legislature speculated that Republicans 
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may run Ronk or legislator Heidi Haynes. A vote is 
likely at the legislature’s reorganizational meeting this 
Wednesday, January 8.

 -- Christina Coulter

Bluestone forest rally Saturday

The Friends of the Bluestone Wild Forest, Wood-
stock Land Conservancy, and Catskill Mountainkeeper 
will hold a workshop and rally for Onteora Lake, Pick-
erel Pond, and the Bluestone Wild Forest, starting at 10 
a.m. this Saturday, January 11, at the Old Dutch Church 
off  Wall Street in Kingston.

Speakers will focus on connections with land, the 
ecology of wild forests, the history of the Bluestone 
Wild Forest and its emergence as a major recreational 
attraction in the Catskill Park, as well as mounting op-
position to a proposed steel-and-concrete fabrication 
facility adjacent to Onteora Lake, Pickerel Pond and 
surrounding trails and protected open space lands. 
The event is free and open to the public. For more in-
formation, contact Kathy Nolan at 417-6489, kathy@
catskillmountainkeeper.org.

Ice arena back in business

The long-awaited replacement of the Kiwanis Ice 
Arena's deteriorating walls and roof was fi nished be-
hind schedule — but under its $1.3-million budget, ac-
cording to Saugerties town parks and recreation su-
pervisor Greg Chorvas. The project began after a 2014 
study warned that the 18-year-old structure had begun 
to deteriorate. 

In June, offi  cials anticipated that construction would 

fi nish in September, in time to accommodate this 
year's hockey and skating seasons. But delays pushed 
that schedule back some three months.

The rink has been open to skaters since December 
14, and was brought up to code in time for a Junior 
Rangers “Try Hockey Free Day” on December 7. Chor-
vas had said that the town “might have a riot on [their] 
hands” if the project wasn’t completed before early 
December, due to both the event and the schedules of 
town hockey, fi gure skating and ice dancing groups.

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM
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Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Notice a change in a loved one?  
We are here to help

For many families, the holidays 
are the first time they’ve seen 
their loved ones in a while. 

If someone is acting differently, 
and you suspect it may be 
dementia, the Alzheimer’s 
Association Hudson Valley 
Chapter is here for you. We 
have a variety of programs and 
resources that can help. 

Call our 24/7 Helpline at 
800.272.3900 or visit us online 
at alz.org/hudsonvalley.

800.272.3900 • alz.org/hudsonvalley
This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 
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Schools
Angelina Forte

Student events, profi les & sports

by Oliver ten Broeke

B
ASED ON HER last name, you might expect 
Angelina Forte to be a loud presence. In 
truth, most that know her regard her as a 
quiet, generally soft spoken person with a 

big heart and a great love for animals.
Forte has been interested in animals since she was 

young. “When I was younger, I really liked going to 
zoos and animal parks. I would always gravitate to-
wards them, and I love animals.”

Although much of her early life wasn’t spent work-
ing with or near animals, Forte has recently had the 
chance to change that. “I never really did a lot of ac-
tivities with animals as a kid. I was never in a club 
with animals or anything like that, since I was busy 
with gymnastics or ballet. But then, as I got older, I 
really started wanting to be in a club with animals. 
So that’s what I’m doing now.”

Forte’s most recent opportunity for working with 
animals came with an invitation to join the local 4H 
program. “I just started volunteering for 4H. I’m in 
the 4H for our county, and we deal with a lot of agri-
cultural science. I’m in a part where we mostly work 
with animals, like cows and pigs and horses and oth-
er livestock animals. I do that every Saturday when I 
go to a local family-owned farm… When we’re at the 
barn, we’ll feed them, we’ll clean the pens, among 
other things.” Forte dedicates much of her time to 
4H, and she gets a lot out of it. “It’s so much fun. I 
did it for the entire past summer.”

While winter tends to be slow for animal husband-
ry opportunities, summer makes up for it. Forte is 
glad to both learn valuable skills and get to know the 
animals better. “We have Sabrina, a Holstein dairy 
cow. There’s Shadra, Heidi, Harley-Quinn and we 
have Bam-bam. Those are all cows. We also have 
some pigs: Hermione, Samantha and some piglets 
we haven’t named yet.”

Upon meeting a student from Cornell, Forte re-
ceived the tip about the 4H club. “I wasn’t so sure at 
fi rst. I was like, ‘okay, maybe I’ll look into it’. I didn’t 
join it until December, when I did the vet science 
program at SUNY Ulster. It was a really good experi-
ence. This one veterinarian told her story about how 
she got to where she was. When she told her story, 
she said that she went to Delhi, and so I looked into 

that school. When I visited Delhi this past October, I 
knew it was the school that I wanted to start my vet-
erinarian education.” Forte has since been accepted 
to Delhi and intends to go there in the fall.

Forte fi nds herself somewhat surprised that her path 
has led her to this frequent hands-on experience. “I 
would have never expected I’d be going to a farm ev-
ery weekend.” Her passion for the program has led her 
to fi nd several leadership opportunities. “As president 
of the 4H club, I run our meetings. We’ll sit down at a 
long table at the fairgrounds, and I’ll be responsible for 
telling them about all of the events that are coming up. 
I’ll be doing my best at leading them.”

For those in the 4H club, the Ulster County Fair is 
the most anticipated yearly event. “Everyone looks 
forward to the fair. We’re already planning what ani-
mals we’ll be bringing… My 4H leader just had pig-

Angelina Forte.

lets, and we’re deciding whether to bring them to 
the fair or not. They need to be a certain weight for 
us to bring them.” 

At the fair, Forte has a variety of responsibilities. 
Last year, she was in charge of showing some of the 
cows to fair-goers. “For the fair, we’ll take them out 
on a halter and walk them around for show… They’ll 
have this ring in the barn, and we have to walk them 
around the ring and make them look good. You’re 
being judged, too. It’s been really fun.”

With the funds raised at the fair and various events 
-- including working at the fair’s milkshake stand, 
where Forte supposes she probably made over 1,000 
milkshakes -- the Teen Council donates or does ser-
vice for various groups and organizations. “A cou-
ple of weeks ago, the Teen Council went Christmas 
shopping for families in need. We went shopping at 
Walmart for a few hours and wrapped them after-
ward. We also do Christmas caroling.”

Forte mentions that the Teen Council is always 
looking for new members. “We are looking for more 
people to join! If you need community service, 4H is 
a really good opportunity. I got all my PIG [partici-
pation in government] hours over just the summer.”

Among her favorite animals is Forte’s dog, Sammy. 
“She’s a golden retriever. I love her and I’m gonna miss 
her.” Sammy was one of the earlier factors which led 
Forte to being interested in animals. “Taking care of 
my dog has really showed me that I do want to be a vet. 
When she gets sick, I’m very observant with her and 
I’m always on top of her health. As I got older, I wanted 
to be a vet and now I’m actually going to do it!”

At SUNY Delhi, Forte is excited to learn about vet-
erinarianism and maybe even get some globe-trot-
ting out of it. “Studying at Delhi is going to be a really 
great opportunity for me… They also have a study 
abroad program in South Africa. I want to be a zoo 
vet, so that’s probably something I’ll end up doing.”

Following her term at SUNY Delhi, Forte wants to 
further her education. “After I go to Delhi, I do want 
to go to Cornell. That’s where I want to get my doc-
torate.” Eventually, Forte wants to either work at the 
Bronx Zoo or own her own practice.

Forte off ers some wisdom to readers and her 
peers. “Take chances. Don’t be afraid of change be-
cause it could end up being the best thing that ever 
happened.” ++

CYBER HEATING OIL
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Today’s Low COD price is $2.649 
Price subject to change at any time 

Use coupon code “Cyber” at checkout for 5¢ discount
First time customers only

Order Oil Online
With Cyber Heating Oil you can now order online hassle free, 24x7.

Make Cyber Heating Oil your Go-To for Easy & Hassle Free Online 
Ordering of oil at the BEST prices and quickest delivery. We are a local 
family-owned company that has been delivering quality heating oil in 
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Colleen Fox
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New Paltz boys run 
over Saugerties
by Rich Corozine

R
UN THEY DID. Missing two high-scoring 
starters in Patrick Murphy and Justin De-
Maria -- out with minor injuries -- New 
Paltz, behind an overwhelming perfor-

mance by Matt Simmons on both sides of the ball, 
used everyone in running roughshod over Saugerties 
61-36.

It was a game until midway through the fi rst quar-
ter -- New Paltz was up 8-6 after a free throw from 
the Sawyers' Jonathon Toth -- when the Huguenots 
went on a 12-0 run to end the quarter up 20-6 And 
it was fueled by three straight breakaways off  re-
bounds and outlet passes by Simmons. The main 
recipient of all this largesse by the junior guard/for-
ward was fellow forward Jackson Soper, who cashed 
in on a pair (with guard Caleb Carr scoring on the 
other breakaway). And not to seem limited, Soper 
also nailed a long three, with Jack Rubin chipping in 
a free throw and Simmons hitting on a reverse drive 
along the baseline as the quarter ended.

The second quarter was more of the same and 
then some, as New Paltz built a 44-12 lead, before 
Saugerties hit eight straight points to end the half at 
44-20. And again it was Simmons leading the rout, 
rebounding, with steals, fi nding the open man on 
set plays. And everyone was involved: Carr, fouled 
on a three-point attempt, started the quarter making 
three-of-three free throws, Simmons hit on a break-
away, then a pair of free throws, then a drive down 
the lane. Then it was Soper again off  a rebound and 
outlet pass from Simmons, then Simmons again off  
a steal and breakaway from Daniel Fantini. Then it 
was Fantini with a three and Spyros Schirripa a put-
back of a Carr miss, a Schirripa layup,  Jorden Cook a 
putback of Schirripa's missed free throw and fi nally, 
a breakaway from Fantini...and it was 44-12...it was 
essentially -- game over.

Saugerties tried to make it respectable and cut the 
lead to 19 at 45-26, but Cook grabbed a rebound and 
took it coast-to-coast, then followed with a jumper 
from the lane, and when Tony Drewnowski hit a pair 
of free throws it was back to a 25-point lead at 51-26.

Simmons and Soper led the balanced team scor-
ing with 15 points apiece, with Carr scoring seven, 
Cook nine, Schirripa four and Fantini fi ve. Toth led 
Saugerties with ten points.

On Monday, the Huguenots defeated Spackenkill 
57-46 in the Duane Davis Tournament, with Sim-
mons scoring 17 and Soper 15. New Paltz is 6-3 and is 
at FDR on Friday, January 10 at 5:30 p.m. ++

The roundball roundup

The Highland boys beat Millbrook 71-65 in the 
Duane Davis Tournament at Ketchum and Seward 
48-26 in the John Guerra Memorial Tournament to 
raise their record to 4-5. The Huskies were led by 
Dontay Baker's 21 points and Zach Angelone's 16 
against Millbrook; and Ethan Thompson's 26 points 
and Baker's 19 against Seward.

The Highland girls won their fi rst game of season 48-
26 over Spackenkill, with Addie McDowell scoring 15 
points and Dehana Stevens 12; then lost to Red Hook 
72-34, with Icia Roman leading the Huskies with seven 
points. The Highland girls are 1-7 on the season. 

The New Paltz girls fell to 2-3 with a 57-42 loss to 
Millbrook in the Spackenkill Holiday Tournament 
then dropped a 51-39 decision to Saugerties. No de-
tails were available

The Highland boys host Red Hook on Friday, Janu-
ary 10 at 5:30 p.m.; while the girls are at Red Hook 
at 5:30 p.m. The New Paltz girls host FDR on Friday, 
January 10 at 5:30 p.m. 

Upcoming games

New Paltz swimming (1-3) hosts FDR this Tuesday, 
January 7 at 4:30 p.m. (too late for this edition of the 
New Paltz Times) and travels to Monroe-Woodbury 
on Monday, January 13 at 4:30 p.m.

New Paltz wrestling (4-5) is in the Highland (3-1) 
Tournament on Saturday, January 11, starting at 9 a.m.

Jordan Cook (22). Jackson Soper (20).

�————————�
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 300 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

Co-opted hand gesture

We received dozens of calls and emails expressing 
concern about the photograph of village staff  in the 
January 2, 2020 New Paltz Times. After our review, 
we concluded that the DPW worker in the photo was 
completely unaware that he was making a hand ges-
ture that could be interpreted as racist or bigoted. 
We believe he thought he was making the “O.K.” 
symbol or the “circle game” gesture that people 
have been playing for decades. It is clear that he is 
mortifi ed, deeply sorry and would undo the photo 
in a heartbeat if he could. 

We believe and support this DPW worker whole-
heartedly. 

He has now learned, like many of us, that this 
hand gesture that had been innocuous has, unfortu-
nately, been recently co-opted by hateful white su-
premacists. The Anti-Defamation League provides 
info about it here: www.adl.org/education/referenc-
es/hate-symbols/okay-hand-gesture. Discussion of 
this hand gesture’s evolution and how its meaning 
has clumsily morphed was featured in the Washing-
ton Post on December 16, 2019 -- the same week our 
picture was taken with DPW staff  by the New Paltz 
Times. 

We live in challenging times. The Village Board 
commits to nurturing a culture in our community 
that stands against intolerance. We absolutely need 
to do better both nationally and locally to treat each 
other with respect and empathy. 

Mayor Tim Rogers
Deputy Mayor KT Tobin

New Paltz

Let’s give a cheer

Twas the eve of destruction and all through the 
land

Fossil fuel drilling still wasn’t banned.
The glaciers were melting, the forests were burn-

ing. 
But the people rose up! A new page was turning!

“We have to return to Paris,” they cried
We can’t let Big Oil get a free ride!”
When what to their wondering eyes should appear 
New leaders! One THERE and some HERE!

Over THERE was Greta, walking out of her school
“Our House is on Fire, stop being so cruel
To all living things that you’re killing for fuel.
Climate strikes are OUR new energy tool.”

People took to the streets, both here and abroad
“Enough with denial, your greed and your fraud!

The Lorax is watching, our children are, too,
If you don’t vote for change, we won’t vote for you!”

Awareness was spreading all over the world
A new conversation quickly unfurled. 
The candidates heard the climate change rage
They acknowledged the crisis, on the debate stage!

And then there was HERE in the County of Ulster 
Our county executive promised to muster
A plan to adopt a Green New Deal
And the people rejoiced -- ‘”This guy’s for real!”

So let’s raise a glass to His Honor Pat Ryan
In gratitude for all that he’s tryin’
To Manna Jo Greene, and the Millbrook Preserve 
For all the good news we surely deserve!

As we enter the 20s let’s ALL take the pledge
To do everything possible to step back from the 

edge
To climate activists, let’s give a cheer:
“To all, a green world and a Happy New Year!”

Kitty Brown
New Paltz

Medicare for all?

Help me out here. The Property Tax bill just came 
in. It’s gone up. The local paper says it’s because the 
price of health insurance for teachers has gone up 
again. Meanwhile, all teachers and public employees 
are underpaid and have to take two or three jobs to 
make ends meet because their salaries are so low. 
What’s the reason? Could it be the price employers 
pay for their health care insurance? When workers 
strike for higher wages, they also strike for health 
care. If they win better healthcare, doesn’t that leave 
them with lower wages? 

Air B&B’s are ubiquitous. Why? Is it because low-
er- and middle-income wage earners and the elderly 
have to leave their homes a few days every month to 
rent them to strangers so they can pay their property 
and school taxes? Otherwise, they’ll have to move. 
But to where? If landlords are paying high property 
taxes, aren’t they going to raise rents? Let’s ask the 
next homeless person we see at the best street corner 
to lay down some cardboard for a good nights’ sleep.

 Residents are not leaving New York because of 
high income taxes, they are leaving because of high 
property taxes. Real estate is not selling because of 
the asking price, it’s because of high property taxes. 

Every reason ever given for my tax increases is the 
high health care costs for workers. So, will someone 
please tell me that if health care for all is taken out 

of the hands of middlemen insurers like most other 
countries in the world, wouldn’t our property and 
school taxes go down? (Many savvy Americans are 
traveling to other countries, like Cuba and Hunga-
ry, for their dental visits and operations.) 

It seems to me if we weren’t paying for health 
care insurance for our teachers and municipal 
workers, their salaries would be higher, our prop-
erty taxes lowered and there would be no necessity 
to rent out our bedrooms to pay the school tax bill. 
Our teachers would be happier and students better 
educated -- and not only those students who lived 
in wealthy areas would be privileged to get a good 
education. And wouldn’t all of us be healthier be-
cause we would not be afraid to go to the doctors 
because of high copays. 

Aren’t we paying for all those medical advertise-
ments on television by the high cost of health care? 
Aren’t insurers milking us for more and better med-
ications we probably don’t need and might even 
cause us lifelong addiction? Aren’t we paying for all 
those advertisements?

So, help me out here. Am I wrong in thinking that 
paying some taxes for government-run health care 
for all would be much cheaper, more effi  cient and 
easier to navigate than our corporate insurance-run 
health care system?

I am a senior citizen. I know how well Medicare 
works. If Medicare worked for everyone, wouldn’t 
we then be able to stay in our homes and add that 
extra bedroom for grandma who wouldn’t have to 
go into a nursing home because we couldn’t aff ord 
paying higher property taxes for every improve-
ment? 

Brenda Bufalino
Gardiner

Simpler days of family skiing

Thanks for the article about downhill skiing in 
New Paltz in the early days (“Mind that cliff ”). As 
a boy growing up in town in the 60’s, one Christ-
mas Santa brought me some wooden downhill skis. 
I lived on Lincoln Place across from the school and 
soon would spend hours sliding down the hills to 
the athletic fi eld, learning to balance. Later, my 
dad began taking us on many trips up the hill to 
Bonticou where I would quickly develop a lifelong 
love of downhill skiing. They were tough conditions 
back then. A simple building where my dad had to 
tie up our leather lace boots. The skis were tall and 
heavy, making them diffi  cult to turn. The rope tows 
were so hard to hold on to with your cold and slip-
pery gloves that many times you didn’t make it all 
the way to the top. But it was great skiing for a kid, 
and we loved it. Now, as I ride the heated gondola 
at Belleayre with my daughter, I often think back 
to simpler days of family skiing so much closer to 
home with fondness and gratitude.

Mark Rust
New Paltz

I second that

I am writing to second Christine Dinsmore’s as-
sessment of the behavior of both Board of Elections 
commissioners and to expand on it. I spent many 
hours during the past week as an observer during 
the Ulster County DA recount and I have two take-
aways.

All of the Board of Elections employees have been 
handling the recount professionally, effi  ciently and 
without letting their political diff erences interfere 
with the job they have been doing or with their in-
teractions with each other. This is inspiring to see, 
especially in an era of so much political mudsling-
ing. To top it off , the work is repetitive, their day-to-
day normal work is stacking up and at least some of 
them privately doubt the added value the recount 
process will bring.

I didn’t know a lot about the machines’ reliability 
and the BOE security measures going into the re-
count. What I have witnessed couldn’t be more con-
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fi dence building. Virtually every discrepancy I have 
observed between the machine counts and the hand 
recount has been the result of human error and was 
resolved by fi nding a handwritten column of num-
bers added incorrectly, a ballot hand sorted into the 
wrong stack or a stack of ballots counted incorrectly.

Carol Nolan
New Paltz

Phillies Bridge celebrates 25 years! 

Happy New Year from the Phillies Bridge Farm 
community! We are extra excited about 2020 be-
cause we are celebrating 25 years! The creation of 
the Phillies Bridge Farm Project was motivated by 
the ideal of community-based, socially-just, sustain-
able-food production. A handful of committed in-
dividuals set out to make a working model of what 
farming could and should be. With plenty of hard 
work and some very generous donations, they made 
this a reality -- Phillies Bridge Farm was born! 

Twenty-fi ve years later the farm is going strong! 
We have fed thousands of people and some of our 
community members, who are now adults, were lit-
erally raised on food grown at Phillies Bridge! Some 
participate because they want to support this vision 
of agriculture and they have the means to do so, 
while others benefi t because the Phillies Bridge com-
munity is committed to food justice and the belief 
that everyone should have access to fresh, healthy 
food. 

Twenty-fi ve years ago, few gave serious thought to 
the implications of how their food arrived on their 
plates and almost no one had heard of “community 
supported agriculture.” Today, many recognize that 
if we are to survive and to thrive as a species and 
as a community, we have to do better than what the 
industrial food system has to off er. As an educational 
nonprofi t, we are proud to have taught thousands of 
children and adults to value the source of their food.

Phillies Bridge serves as a shining example of the 
way things could be. If you have long been a part of 
the Phillies Bridge community, thank you for playing 
a role in making this happen. If you are new to Phil-
lies Bridge, welcome aboard! You are part of some-
thing hopeful and very special. Please stay tuned 
throughout the year. We will be doing much to com-

memorate the history of this Hudson Valley institu-
tion as we prepare for the next 25 years! 

Brian Obach and Ariana Basco, Co-Presidents
Phillies Bridge Farm Project

Thanks for supporting our eff orts

I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude to 
Deb Alexsa, her team and the New Paltz Times for all 
of the support we have received over the years, as 
well as their recent front-page article for our sixth 
annual New Paltz Eve celebration in New Paltz.

I have had the privilege of serving the New Paltz 
community for close to eight years now. I am incred-
ibly grateful to all who have supported the eff orts 
of both the Community Partnership and the Offi  ce 
for Community Wellness, especially those who have 
served as collaborative partners over the years.

The sixth annual New Paltz Eve celebration was 
extremely successful and thoroughly enjoyed by 
those who attended one or more of the events which 
took place. As you know, this day is made possible 
due to the generosity of many diff erent local and Ul-
ster County organizations, and volunteers. 

It is a “big lift,” as they say. It would not be pos-
sible without them!

Each organization and individual who volun-
teered, contributed or assisted this year did so as 
they always do… with great joy and enthusiasm. I 
extend my gratitude to each and every one of them: 
Elting Memorial Library, Goodwill Church, Mohonk 
Mountain House, New Paltz Police Department, 
New Paltz Reformed Church, New Paltz School Dis-
trict, New Paltz United Methodist Church, New Paltz 
Youth Basketball, Town of New Paltz, NP SAFE Coali-
tion, Town of New Paltz Recreation Department, Ul-
ster Prevention Council, Woodcrest Bruderhof and 
the awesome team of volunteers who served on the 
kitchen and dinner crew led by Linda Mellor.

In conclusion, I especially want to thank the mem-
bers of the New Paltz Eve planning team who remain 
committed to the youth, families and individuals 
who appreciate this day which off ers joy and com-
munity connection to all. Jim Tinger, Carol Roper, 
Bonnie Pfeff er, Chief Snyder, Rob Lucchesi, Mark 
Mast, Chuck Bordino, John Giralico and Val McAllis-
ter, I appreciate you more than I can say!

Wishing everyone a healthy, happy New Year!
Phoenix R. Kawamoto

Community Education Coordinator
Town of New Paltz -- Offi  ce for Community Wellness

How it all started

In the February 21 edition of the New Paltz Times, 
KT [Tobin] said that, “being in politics with [Hector 
Rodriguez] for over a decade, she’d often brushed 
him off , physically.” This whole business started in 
2007, during the Sennett for District Attorney cam-
paign. Hector, KT and Dan [Torres] all worked on 
that campaign, and the state of aff airs then were in-
teresting. The important thing is that their involve-
ment on this high-profi le campaign fi rmly estab-
lished their working political relationship. 

Remember that KT is a professional; during the 
Sennett campaign and later, during her working re-
lationship with Hector, she was a doctoral candidate 
at SUNY Albany, where she did her dissertation on 
the impacts of gender in local politics. She knew the 
implications of Hector’s intermittent, repeated inap-
propriate behavior towards her and what it meant 
for other women. As she stated in the New Paltz 
Times, “It’s never just one woman, it’s a pattern 
of behavior,” and yet, understanding that, she did 
nothing, protecting Hector with her silence for ten 
years.

According to the harassment investigation sum-
mary letter from Roemer Wallens Gold & Mineaux, 
a harassment complaint was fi led against Hector in 
2014 when he worked at Golden Hill. That was sev-
en years after the start of KT’s working relationship 
with Hector, when she knew of his inappropriate 
behavior and its implications for other women, and 
had chosen, as a matter of political convenience, to 
do nothing, protecting Hector with her silence for 
ten years.

In her guest column in the December 19 New Paltz 
Times, March Gallagher recounts how she began 
working at the IDA in 2006, shortly before KT be-
gan working with Hector on the Sennett campaign. 
In her position in the IDA, March worked with Leg-
islator Rodriguez, and soon became a target of his 
inappropriate behavior. This continued for years, 
overlapping KT ‘s experiences, when KT knew of 
Hector’s inappropriate behavior and its implications 
for other women, and had chosen, as a matter of po-
litical convenience, to do nothing, protecting Hector 
with her silence for ten years.

In the February 21 New Paltz Times, Oriana May-
orga, a target of Hector’s inappropriate behavior, 
recounts that she started working with Legislator 
Rodriguez in 2017, ten years after the start of KT’s 
working relationship with Hector, when KT knew of 
his inappropriate behavior and its implications for 
other women, and had chosen, as a matter of politi-
cal convenience, to do nothing, protecting Hector 
with her silence for ten years.

KT wants to be remembered as the person, who 
helped to end Hector’s bad behavior. The last thing 
she wants is for people to remember that for ten 
years she enabled Hector’s bad behavior by protect-
ing him with her silence. If she had acted in a timely, 
appropriate manner, confronting Hector about his 
behavior, as she knew she should have, and encour-
aging him to get the help he needed to break this pat-
tern of problem behavior, how many women would 
have been spared from experiencing that inappro-
priate behavior?

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Intimate connection

On the surface of it, the U. S. and Zimbabwe could 
not be more diff erent. We are an economic, indus-
trial and military powerhouse. Zimbabwe is a mostly 
agrarian society, land-locked in southern Africa 
(referred to by our president in an unconscionable 
comment as a “s – hole” nation). 

Because of climate change, Zimbabwe, and most 
of southern Africa, has become a humanitarian di-
saster after three seasons of insuffi  cient rain for 
growing crops, the most catastrophic agricultural 
situation in 40 years. Nearly half of the children are 
stunted physically and mentally from poor nutrition.

Forty-one million people in southern Africa are 
food insecure, and nine-million more need “food as-
sistance.” Aid organizations from foreign countries 
gave money that had virtually no value (due to infl a-

Susan Slotnick

Just do it
In a month of anti-semitic violent attacks, in-

cluding a stabbing of multiple people at a Hanukkah 
celebration, a columnist with The Atlantic Magazine 
said, “the news that depressed me was not so much 
something done to Jews, but something Jews did. In 
the Netherlands, synagogues have stopped posting 
publicly the time of services. Kippah-wearing Jews 
have adopted the habit of wearing baseball caps. A 
mother asked her teenage children not to wear their 
Jewish-star necklaces in public. Students involved in 
Jewish organizations on campus may be informally 
barred from being active in progressive causes -- ra-
cial and LGBTQ equality, and those who want to be 
elected to student government are scrubbing their 
résumés clean of any Jewish activities.” Yes, this is 
sad. No one wants to hide who they are.

I thought I knew where this article was going. I 
knew where I hoped it was going. The obvious empa-
thy piece, a teachable moment so needed now here 
and everywhere. But the writer didn’t get to the big 
picture, just staying as most people do in her own 
sense of outrage when her group is under threat.

 People of color can’t change a hat and be safe. 
There is no place for Islamic people from non-white 
countries to hide their identity. Some transgender 
and gay people can no longer hide who they are, nor 
do they want to after decades of hard-earned rights. 
The old, homeless and disabled cannot remove a 
piece of jewelry and become invisible to haters.

 A Facebook friend posted an article by a black 
man entitled, “Why I Hate White Women.” She 
asked, “Please give this a read through before form-

ing an opinion.” 
I know this 
friend. She is 
white and vol-
unteers in the 
prisons, a good 
person. I am 
sure the article 
has merit. Nev-
ertheless, I need 
to see something 
new this new 
year. The ques-
tion, “Why I 
hate” in the title was enough to make me not want to 
read any further. I want to read, “Why I love” articles.

It’s easier to hate than love. No one wants to be 
sappy. I’ll give it a try.

I love humanity because of Irving Berlin and James 
Baldwin and the song “Imagine” because so many 
movies made by imperfect people make me cry, 
open my heart and inspire me to want to help create 
a better world. I love us because we are cock-eyed 
optimists; also because nothing is as healing and de-
licious as a good friend, a child or a great slice of piz-
za. Music, too, almost all of it, is beloved. The small 
miracle of eye contact and a smile from a stranger 
can change a whole day. And you, yes you, who are 
reading this. You have the ability to turn hate into 
love and bring joy wherever you go. It’s a decision 
fi rst, then a remembrance of what is most important 
and best in all of us. Happy New Year!
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tion) to the poorest ones -- and are now back again, 
attempting to distribute vast amounts of nutritious 
food.

We in the US have an intimate connection with 
Zimbabwe: we both share the same planet….. but we 
use 60 times the amount of fossil fuel per person than 
does Zimbabwe. And because of our huge contribu-
tion to global warming, we must share the responsi-
bility for fi res in Australia, storms in the Philippines 
and starvation in Zimbabwe. Maybe one of our New 
Year’s resolutions should be that we each and all 
downsize our carbon footprint.

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Repeat, rinse, repeat

Since December 19th, Ulster County Board of Elec-
tions offi  cials have been hand counting over 53,000 
ballots cast in November’s district attorney election. 
The recount, mandated by the narrow 77-vote win 
by Democrat Dave Clegg, could have been waived 
by his opponent, GOP candidate Michael Kavanagh, 
who instead chose to proceed with the taxpayer-
funded recount, citing his obligation to voters to “to 
permit the legal process to play out.” Fair enough. 
His hopes for winning depend on an unlikely glaring 
error in the November count or on rejecting ballots 
that have stray or irregular markings. (Voters: did 
your marking pen accidentally touch the ballot and 
leave a scratchy line somewhere? Too bad.) To date, 
a recount of nearly half of the votes has turned up a 
reported net one possible vote for Kavanagh. 

As the current chief assistant district attorney, Ka-
vanagh will assume the DA title -- and presumably 
the salary -- and command of the offi  ce on January 
1. If the recount confi rms Clegg’s win, Kavanagh will 
step down and allow the transition to the Democrat’s 
administration, a transition that is now held in abey-
ance by the recount. 

Or will he step down? Kavanagh’s team has sug-
gested that an appeal of the judge’s rulings on ab-
sentee and affi  davit ballots -- a judge both sides ap-
proved -- could be launched, extending his tenure in 
the DA offi  ce. His legal costs would come from his 
pocket, or perhaps more likely, from GOP commit-
tee coff ers.

Kavanagh can’t claim that an appeal is mandated 
or demanded by voters, who can ask: what or who 
would be satisfi ed by a hail mary attempt to re-
verse what is no doubt a diffi  cult loss? Kavanagh has 
served Ulster County residents for years. What deci-
sions will he make to serve their interests now?

Tom Denton
Highland

We must always seek truth

This week’s New Paltz controversy about a photo 
in a local paper is not a distant story about abstract 
characters. It involves real people who work and 
serve us in our village government. It is about our 
neighbors and our community. It is about real hu-
man beings living in a very messed up, racist soci-
ety. How we respond to situations like these says so 
much about us and our prospects for change.

In all instances when we see it, we need to name 
and make visible the racism that pervades our soci-
ety. We must strive towards and fi ght for structural 
change while we also do all we can to protect and 
help those who are harmed by oppression.

And, in a world where knowing what is real and 
true seems to be harder every day, we must protect 
and help those who are harmed by lies and misrep-
resentations.

As leaders -- and humans committed to serving 
and improving our world -- we cannot jump to con-
clusions. We must always seek truth. I am fully confi -
dent in the fi ndings of our investigation that this indi-
vidual -- this human -- had no prior awareness of the 
co-opted hand gesture as a white power symbol or 
any intention of transmitting such a hateful message.

KT Tobin, Deputy Mayor
New Paltz

Put in the hard work required
for change to occur

New Year’s Day has come and gone, and with it 
my contrived resolve. I’ve never kept a New Year’s 
resolution. I’ve initiated change only after uncom-
fortably often hearing about and observing my 

faults, gradually if grudgingly acknowledging their 
existence, then taking steps to improve myself, to do 
and be better. My road to change, healing and self-
acceptance has been a long and winding one.

Many are farther along that road than I. Maybe 
they were earlier to begin traveling it and learning to 
handle the curves. Maybe they were lucky enough to 
have had parents who were fully accepting of them 
and self-acceptance was their inheritance.

Or, maybe they’re people whose seeming self-
acceptance is skin-deep, a defense, a wall built as a 
border against self-doubt and self-loathing, and who 
as a result are driven not to change themselves but 
to deny reality, not to improve but to prove them-
selves.

Three years ago, one such person proved himself 
to segments of our country who rather than embrac-
ing change are frightened and infl amed by it, and 
who resist every change but the one that’s a true 
threat to them: climate change. 

“Make America Great Again” is the outsized, 
empty slogan of an outsized, empty man. What slow 
progress we’ve ever made we owe largely to the on-
going struggles of men and women far greater than 
he, and to their vision of how it’s better selves that 
make America a better country. 

Self-improvement is a worthy, valuable goal. But if 
in this New Year we resolve to divert some of our ef-
forts into improving all selves, all lives, we may heal 
not just ourselves but our country, and may, after 
this three-year-and-counting illness, “Make America 
Better Again” -- and perhaps even, in some New Year 
down the road, “Great At Last.”

 In 2020, the chickens will fi nally come home to 
roost.

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

Troubling hand gesture

The New Paltz Times is good at having group pic-
tures not feel boring or posed. Their photographer 
has people loosen up by saying things like, “now 
everyone wave or point.” During our picture with 
DPW staff  on December 18, 2019, she said, “Every-
one do thumbs up, point to whoever you think is 
smartest,” etc.

It seemed like 20 pictures were taken with people 
in our group making various hand gestures. It would 
be interesting to see the diff erent shots and compare 
them to the picture that was selected for the January 
2, 2020 paper where a DPW staff  made the ok hand 
gesture.

I thought it would be more representative of the 
work we do to feature village staff  for my annual 
looking ahead feature. Our DPW superintendent 
prefers to work and avoid potentially distracting in-
volvement with the press, but he trusted me and al-
lowed guys to pose for a picture during their lunch 
break. He has worked for the village for going on 30 
years and has a sixth sense when it comes to manag-
ing his staff  and completing projects. 

Now I feel responsible for twisting his arm and 
hindering his responsibilities since the picture came 
out. The photo generated dozens of emails and calls 
to village offi  ces from community members justly 
concerned about the ok hand gesture that has re-
cently been co-opted by hateful white supremacists.

Having spoken with this DPW staff  member at 
length after the picture was released in the paper, 
I felt it was completely clear the staff  member was 
not trying to be provocative. He was following in-
structions trying to be silly with the camera and his 
colleagues. In our conversation, he made it known 
he does not keep track of the latest cultural nuances 
like how white supremacists have recently tried to 
weaponize the ok hand gesture.

I have been in my share of uncomfortable HR 
situations at work and have seen diff erent people 
respond in various ways for 30 years. I have never 
been in one where I felt more sure that someone was 
being completely forthcoming like I did with this in-
dividual from our DPW.

Deputy Mayor KT Tobin said she felt exactly the 
same about his candor. We both would have reacted 
very diff erently if we felt there was even an inkling 
of him trying to be cute or if we sensed he was being 
inauthentic, let alone racist. He wasn’t.

We are choking on racism in this country and do-
ing a terrible job shaking this enormous problem. 
I woke up this morning to a radio show about how 
Black mothers are signifi cantly more likely to die 

while pregnant and for up to a year after delivery. 
Studies have shown the risk for Black women is not 
ameliorated by social status, income or education. 
This institutional racism is real and unbelievably 
alarming. We’re not shrugging racism off  easily.

Bias and institutional racism must be called out 
every single time. We need to do more.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Go fi gure

The following parody She’s Just Selling Alibis is in-
spired by Kim Carnes’ song She’s Got Bette Davis Eyes. 
It  is Robert De Niro’s tribute to Nancy Pelosi because 
of her willingness to violate her own requirements in 
order to begin and conclude the impeachment pro-
cess. Mr. De Niro vowed to unveil his tribute song on 
The View, during his next appearance on that show. 
(Note to readers: Having read Tom Denton’s latest 
letter, It’s too late baby, speculating on what could 
have been if Trump had just done the right things 
and his base held him accountable when he didn’t; 
I imagine Tom will be encouraged by Mr. De Niro’s’ 
song.  With this in view, perhaps Democrats will, in-
deed, be inspired to pick a candidate worthy of the 
offi  ce of  POTUS as Tom hopes. However, I suspect 
that Democrats will pick someone like the popular 
Barack Obama who not only encouraged Hillary’s 
supporters after her defeat with the words “There 
are more stars in the sky than grains of sand on the 
shore” but lost the House, Senate and over 1,000 
State seats to the Republicans during his reign and 
made the election of Donald J Trump possible...Go 
fi gure.) 

(She’s just selling alibis)
Her words are sharp and bold
her heart is cold as ice
her story must be told
she’s got real deceptive eyes
she’ll turn her gaze upon you
she makes you think she’s nice
but it’s just all...for show
She’s just selling alibis

(Bridge)

Claim to pray...for you; and adore you
while she’d rather just ignore you
calculations rule her actions 
divides people into factions
she speaks...to you through her sighs 
while she’s selling alibis

She’ll make you feel at home
it helps her in her fi ght
she’ll always set the tone
she’s got cold deceptive eyes
she’ll load you down with weight
when you are on thin ice
presents her lies...as truth;
She’s just selling alibis

(Bridge next two stanzas)

She’ll surprise you; criticize you 
as she tries to compromise you
calculations rule her actions 
divides people into factions
Ignores all your moans and cries; 
while she sells you alibis
She’ll cheat you; to deplete you
for her goal is...to defeat you
she’s ambitious, so suspicious and
makes the old seem so brand new
she’ll make you believe her lies; 
as she tells her alibis 

She’ll serve you, from her throne
she’ll use her ruthless guiles
she’’ll make you feel alone 
she’s got cold deceptive eyes
she’ll charm you with her smile
she’ll leave without goodbyes;
She’ll gain the upper hand 
while she sells her alibis

(Bridge)

She’ll appease you 
just to tease you
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but she’ll...never please you
she’s got cold deceptive eyes
she’ll receive you
won’t believe you
her goal is to deceive you
She’s just selling alibis

Her tongue is sharp and bold
her heart is cold as ice
her story must be told
she’s just selling alibis

(song fades)

Claps like...a walrus
makes a...big fuss
and she’ll make you...miss your bus;
her words cut like they’re knives
and she’s just selling alibis...

George Civile
Gardiner

Critical Environmental Areas
for New Paltz

The Town of New Paltz Environmental Conserva-
tion Board (EnCB) is ushering in the new year with 
an updated proposal for the designation of six Criti-
cal Environmental Areas: the Shawangunk Ridge, 
Wallkill and Kleine Kill Corridor, Swarte Kill Wet-
lands, Plutarch Woods and Wetlands, Clearwater 
Woods and Stony Kill Woods.

State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) law 
gives municipalities the authority to designate geo-
graphic areas with exceptional environmental char-
acteristics as Critical Environmental Areas (CEAs). 
CEA designation serves to alert landowners, devel-
opers and regulatory agencies to environmental fea-
tures of concern. Potential impacts to the qualities of 
the designated area must then be considered during 
the environmental review process. 

Establishing CEAs will help to promote more in-
formed and proactive planning around sensitive and 
high quality natural areas in our community. CEA 
designation does not restrict or prohibit land use -- it 
simply raises awareness about important resources 
that should be considered when reviewing a project. 

The town’s 1995 Comprehensive Master Plan rec-
ommended establishing multiple CEAs. The EnCB 
also reviewed numerous other plans and studies in 
developing this proposal. An earlier draft was pre-
sented to local boards and the public last spring, and 
feedback from that process was incorporated to the 
revised proposal. 

The proposed CEAs comprise signifi cant intact 
forest areas, wetland complexes and stream corri-
dors. Avoiding or minimizing habitat fragmentation 
and loss in these large, connected habitat areas and 
wildlife corridors is a primary objective of the pro-
posal. The CEAs are also vital to our resilience to the 
eff ects of climate change, providing buff ers to fl ood-
ing and maintaining regional pathways for species to 
move in a warming world.

Should the CEAs be adopted by the Town Board 
(following an eventual public hearing), they would 
become part of the SEQR environmental review 
process, which applies primarily to larger develop-
ments or subdivisions of land. Most small residen-
tial projects not subject to SEQR, such as construc-
tion of a single-family residence on an approved lot, 
construction or expansion of minor accessory resi-
dential structures or landscaping. Agricultural farm 
management practices are also exempt. None of the 
CEAs are within the Village of New Paltz.

The proposal will be presented to the Town Board 
at their Thursday, January 16 meeting. The complete 
proposal for CEA designation is available on the 
Town website at: http://www.townofnewpaltz.org/
environmental-conservation-board. Residents with 
questions or comments can contact encb@townof-
newpaltz.org 

Ingrid Haeckel, Chair
Town of New Paltz EnCB

Senator Murkowski:
Be brave! Be best!

Dear Senator Murkowski:
 With regards to President Trump’s impeachment 

and impending trial in the Senate, today’s New York 
Times quotes you as saying that “if the House truly 
believed that they had information that was going to 

be important, they [should] subpoena them, and if 
they ignore the subpoena as they did, at the direc-
tion of the White House, then that next step is to go 
to the courts.”

This overlooks Mr. Trump’s lifelong practice of 
stalling the proper adjudication of his misdeeds with 
legal tactics, using the fairness built into our legal 
system to subvert the quick administration of jus-
tice. Mr. Trump will bring appeals without end to the 
courts, from lowest to highest, in order to forestall 
the need to comply with legitimate congressional 
requests.

I am reminded of the 2003 vote to authorize the 
invasion of Iraq. I have never forgiven my New York 
State senators, Mr. Schumer and Mrs. Clinton, for 
their yea votes. Everyone I knew understood that 
the administration was lying, that Saddam had no 
weapons of mass destruction and that he would nev-
er have collaborated with Al Qaeda.

Time has borne this out. A nay vote by Mrs. Clin-
ton, especially, would have given cover to many 
other Democrats, in both houses, to vote their con-
science; it might have averted what everyone now 
understands to have been a disaster.

Many of President Trump’s supporters know he 
lies. Despite his proven mendacity and the mount-
ing evidence of his connivance with Mr. Putin, his 
supporters still pledge him their allegiance and the 
party he has coopted falls in line out of fear.

I am not your constituent. On that basis, you may 

choose not to heed this letter. But the issues involv-
ing impeachment and trial are not limited to Alaska. 
They aff ect every single American and the future of 
our country. Your support for an independent im-
peachment process may be as important as Mrs. 
Clinton’s.

I implore you to act independently of President 
and party. We must hear critical witnesses and we 
must hear them now. The Senate trial must not turn 
into a circus. We must not wait for the courts to act; 
rather the Senate should demand the fact witnesses 
that justice requires. Mr. Bolton, Mr. Mulvaney and 
other White House offi  cials need to testify, and the 
Senate needs to subpoena the White House’s confi -
dential server, so we may learn of other “Ukraine’s” 
in Mr. Trump’s closet, so we may learn the true ex-
tent of the self-dealing transactions by our “trans-
actional” President as he daily sullies our nation’s 
honor.

I am copying my home-state senators on this let-
ter.

William Weinstein
New Paltz

The kind of act
which could lead to war

Killing Iran’s Major General Suleimani impresses 
the uninformed as a big, bold assertion of US might. 
It is that, but the military signifi cance is questionable 
since there are surely others in Iran ready to con-
tinue his murderous plans. However, the downside 
is potentially enormous. His death will provoke seri-
ous retaliation. It is the kind of act which could lead 
to war. Killing Osama bin Ladin made sense because 
he was a renegade leader hiding from our retalia-
tion. A similar argument can be made for targeting 
ISIS leaders. None were offi  cial leaders of a country 
with ample backups to carry on, and removal seri-
ously weakened their threat.

This killing is another error by a dangerously unfi t 
President. It is further reason to remove him from of-
fi ce to avert more disasters. We will suff er the conse-
quences of this act, but could at least prevent more 
to come.

Hal Chorny
Gardiner

End-of-century forecasts

As 2019 slams shut, I nominate existential as the 
word of the year. Not in all my 72 years previous to 
2019, cumulatively, did I hear this word used so fre-
quently, glibly and without comprehension, all for 
one purpose: to spread fear!

Eventually, the politicians using it gave up because 
too few people realized the politicians were yelling 
“fi re” at a performance of Hamilton ($800 a seat!) to 
move up closer into the vacant seats.

Of all species, man adapts. If you want to expe-
rience the worst end-of-century forecasts, simply 
move from Burlington, VT to Savannah, GA. Bring 
light clothes.

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

 NEW PALTZ | COMMUNITY

C
HUCK BORDINO (PICTURED above), 
the director of parks and recreation 
for the Town of New Paltz, demon-
strates mini golf strokes at the New 

Paltz Community Center. Games -- a free event 
consisting of mini golf and corn hole -- are 
scheduled for every Friday from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the Community Center, located at 3 Veterans 
Drive.

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

IRISH MUSIC NIGHT
1st & 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:30pm
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT
COUNTY OF ULSTER: 
STATE OF NEW YORK

--------------------------------X

NOTICE OF SALE
INDEX NO.: 14-3205
RJI NO.: 55-15-00448
ASSIGNED JUDGE:
HON. MARY M. 
WORK, ACTING SU-
PREME COUR JUS-
TICE

JOSEPH L. CANINO,

Plaintiff ,  

-against-  

TNT, LLC, DINO TO-
SCANI,   
GINA TUFANO, a/k/a 
GEORGINA TUFANO, 
AND and the COM-
MISSIONER OF TAXA-
TION FINANCE OF 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK

Defendants 

--------------------------------X

In pursuance of a 
Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale dated 
July 22, 2015, I, John 
G. Rusk, Esq., Ref-
eree, will sell at pub-
lic auction in the fi rst 
fl oor lobby of the Ul-
ster County Supreme 
Court at 285 Wall 
Street, Kingston, NY, 
on February 7, 2020, 
at 11:00 a.m., the 
premises known as 
407 Main Street, New 

Paltz, NY, SBL #86.12-
5-1.

Dated: K i n g s t o n , 
New York
January 2, 2020
/s John G. Rusk
John G. Rusk, Esq.
Referee

Stephanie M. Whid-
den, Esq.
Attorney for Joseph L. 
Canino
P.O. Box 249
West Hurley, NY 12491
Tel. (845) 338-6500

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Ku-
zhina Remodeling 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/06/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Kuzhina Re-
modeling, 
35 Birdsall Ave Marl-
boro, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC). The 
name of the LLC is: 
Two Olives LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 

New York (SSNY) of-
fi ce on: 11/22/19. The 
County in which the 
Offi  ce is to be located: 
Ulster. The SSNY is 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. The 
address to which 
the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC 
is: 848 Albany Post 
Road, New Paltz NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
J J Scott FSMC, LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New 
York (SSNY) on 
(12/04/2019). Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: J J Scott FSMC, LLC 
One Commerce Plaza 
- 99 Washington Ave., 
Suite 805-A Albany, 
New York 12210-2822 
Purpose: Any lawful  
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of PORPIGLIA FAM-
ILY FARMS LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/11/2019. 

Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 507 Lattintown 
Rd, Marlborough, NY 
12542. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NAME: Hudson Val-
ley Improv Live LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/30/2019. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. Samantha 
Jones has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Hudson Val-
ley Improv Live LLC, 
1688 State Route 213, 
Ulster Park, NY 12487. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of MCBS Acquisition 
Company LLC, Art. 
of Org. fi led w/Sec. of 
State of
NY (SSNY) 12/23/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 47
Southern Lane, War-

wick, New York 10990. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
DD Ellenville LLC, Art. 
of Org. fi led w/Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY)
12/23/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster Co., NY.; 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of pro-
cess c/o the Company, 
47 Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of New Paltz 
Tax Collector’s Notice 
of Receipt of Tax Roll 
and Warrant
Please take notice that, 
I, Rosanna Rosen-
kranse, undersigned 
Town Clerk and Tax 
Collector for the Town 
of New Paltz, County 
of Ulster, have duly re-
ceived the tax roll and 
warrant for the collec-
tion of taxes within the 
Town of New Paltz for 
the year 2020 and that 
taxes may be mailed 
to Tax Collector, Town 
of New Paltz, P.O. Box 
550, New Paltz, NY 

12561, or paid in per-
son at the Town Clerk’s 
Offi  ce, Town Hall, 52 
Clearwater Road, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 during 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 
Take further notice 
that taxes may be paid 
on or before Janu-
ary 31, 2020 without 
charge or interest. On 
all taxes received after 
such date, there shall 
be added interest of 
one per centum (1%) if 
paid on or before Feb-
ruary 29, 2020, and 
an additional one per 
centum (1%) for each 
additional month or 
fraction thereafter, un-
til such taxes are paid 
or until the return of 
the unpaid taxes to 
the County pursuant 
to law. 
Take further notice, 
pursuant to law, the 
tax roll of the Town 
of New Paltz will be 
returned to the Com-
missioner of Finance 
in the County of Ulster 
on the 1st day of June, 
2020.
Dated: January 3, 
2020  
Rosanna Rosenkranse
Town Clerk/Tax Col-
lector

Alfred Henry Schreiber
Alfred Henry Schreiber, 93, passed away on Friday, December 27, 2019 in Richardson, 
TX, after a short illness.  Al was born in New Paltz, NY, and graduated from New Paltz 
High School in 1944.  He also attended trade school in Troy, NY.  He and his late wife 
(66 years), Audrey, lived in New Paltz for many years where they raised their family.  

Al served in the US Marine Corps 1946-1948.  He achieved the rank of Sergeant and was 
honorably discharged.  He spent most of his career running his own business as a custom 
home builder.  He also served as New Paltz Town Supervisor and Maintenance Super-
visor of New Paltz Central Schools and Mohonk Mountain House.  He was an active 
member of New Paltz United Methodist Church, First United Methodist Church Boynton 
Beach (Fla.), and Wylie (Tx) United Methodist Church.  He was president of the New 
Paltz JayCees.  He also volunteered on the Ulster County Fair Board for several years.

Al is survived by his sons Paul (Jill) and Mark (Rachael), grandsons David (Brandi), 
Adam (Natalie), and Michael (Whitney), and great-grandchildren: Audrey (7), Alex (5), 
Katie (4), and Julia (2).  After cremation, the ashes will be interred at the Dallas-Fort 
Worth National Cemetery with military honors.  

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

START YOUR YEAR OUT RIGHT!
READ NEW PALTZ TIMES & ALMANAC WEEKLY

ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY

A miscellany of Hudson Valley art, entertainment and adventure  |  Calendar & Classifieds |  Issue 10 |  Mar.  10 – 17

music
stage

art

movie
kids

taste
garden

nightsky
history

calendar

Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME
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New Paltz Church Council 
kicks off Holy Week with

Sports

New Paltz

New Paltz

A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

14

22

by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz

11

New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 
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