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What’s going on
Local officials map out a road for 2020

I t’s 2020, so Town Supervisor Fred 

Costello Jr., Village Mayor Bill Murphy and 
Police Chief Joe Sinagra have postulated 
about various projects that may culminate 
or begin in the new year.

Projects that are on Costello’s radar include the 
further development of hiking trails at Bristol Beach, 
the turning-on of the long-anticipated Bluestone 
Solar Project and further fundraising for a new 
town animal shelter and for replacement of the 
Small World Playground. Costello also expected the 
forming of a committee to zero in on a location for 
the much-discussed Saugerties dog park, install-
ing additional electric vehicle charging stations 
and replacing dozens of 30-year-old water pumps 
throughout the town’s water and sewer system with 
newer variable-speed pumps.

“If we get half of that done, I’ll be very happy,” 
said Costello.

After months of bushwhacking, the town has 
laid out a map of where rudimentary hiking trails 
will go. In 2020, they will be cleared along the path 
of a narrow-gauge rail bed, where workers once 
loaded clay from the river to be made into bricks.

“The key to that project’s success is that it needs 
to be a tangible resource,” said Costello. “Right now, 
everybody’s excited, but it’s in everyone’s heads. 

It’s not practical yet. Once it begins to get used, 
we’ll be able to get the financial support we need 
to [further improve it.]”

The Bluestone Solar Project at the intersection 
of Churchland Road and Churchland Lane will go 
online within the next two weeks, Costello said, 
which will drastically change the way that the 
town consumes energy. Saugerties will purchase 80 
percent of the energy produced onsite. The project 
could either save the taxpayer money via lowered 
energy costs, or insulate the taxpayer to offset a 
potential spike in energy costs.

“If the energy market is stable, we would probably 
finish 2020 with some fair surpluses,” said Costello. 
“The savings, if it becomes realized and we have 
surpluses in our energy needs, we can memorialize 
that and reduce our budget amounts or offset other 
expenses. I expect to benefit from that as soon as 
this year. If those savings are tangible, we’ll decide 
what to do with those.”

In 2019, the Community Foundation of Sau-
gerties raised $10,000 toward the rebuilding of 
Small World Playground, which was built in 1994 
by Saugerties residents. If the group can raise a total 
of $30,000 to $50,000, Costello said that a grant 
could be pursued to finish the project.

Both the town and the village of Saugerties are 

committed to cleaning up the Esopus Creek in 
2020. Zdenek Ulman said he may sell the harvester 
machine that he used to remove a sizeable portion 
of the latticework of milfoil plants near Saugerties 
Beach. Ulman said, according to Mayor Murphy, 
that he would give the village the first opportunity 
to purchase the machine.

“That’s my number one goal this year, to keep that 
moving forward,” said Murphy of the plant-elim-
ination initiative. “If we don’t purchase it, we’ll 
continue to hire someone to ... make a dent in that.”

Murphy said that, regardless of whether the 
machine was sold, the village would work alongside 
the town to clear milfoil further up the river this 
year. Costello confirmed this.

“It’s important that we partner with the town 
and handle not just the village beach but up into the 
town to control as much as possible,” said Murphy.

Murphy also aims to replace the rotating biolog-
ical contactor (RBC) at the sewer treatment plant, 
which village trustee Don Hackett said would cost 
about $300,000 at a Dec. 16 village board meeting. 
The trustees are looking for an option to purchase 
the new equipment without putting the burden 
onto taxpayers, but Murphy said that the solution 
is still up in the air.

Also due for replacement is a ladder 

truck owned by the Village Fire Department, which 
is 27 years old. The village is the only area of Sau-
gerties that requires a ladder truck as it’s the only 
area in town with multi-story buildings.

The village will also replace about 200 sodium 

phyllis mccabe

Saugerties High School’s Julia Quinlan shoots for the basket while being guarded by Kingston High School’s Kalia Hylton-Jackson. See story page 5.
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POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

Shoved onto child
A Saugerties man racked up multiple misde-

meanors on Jan. 3, town police said, after allegedly 
shoving a victim, who fell backward into a bathroom 
closet, and shoving her again onto her eight-year-old 
child and punching a hole in the bathroom door.

Brandon O. Deweever, 35, was charged with 
third-degree attempted assault, endangering the 
welfare of a child, second-degree unlawful impris-
onment and fourth-degree criminal mischief. He 
was arraigned in town court and released pending 
a future court appearance. A no-harass order of 
protection was issued on the victim’s behalf. 

Attack alleged
Jason B. Sheperd of Glasco, 21, was charged by 

town police on Jan. 5 with third-degree attempted 
assault, a misdemeanor, after allegedly striking 
a victim several times, then dragging her by her 
hair just after 10 a.m. on Plenty Street. Police said 
Sheperd was wanted on a bench warrant issued by 
Kingston City Court; he was handed over to the 
KPD after he was arraigned in town court and an 
order of protection was issued on the victim’s behalf.

- Compiled by Christina Coulter
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New man, new plans
Outcome still pending, but Clegg looks ahead

By Jesse J. Smith

W hile the outcome of his 

election remained in limbo early 
this week pending the ongoing 
recount, presumptive Ulster 
County district attorney-elect 

Dave Clegg said this Monday, January 6 that he’s 
winding down his private practice and meeting with 
staff at the DA’s office in anticipation of taking over 
later this month.

Among his first tasks, Clegg said, will be dealing 
with a backlog of felony cases and reorganizing the 
office in line with his campaign promise to combat 
Ulster County’s opioid epidemic through greater 
use of drug courts and other programs to divert 
addicts into treatment.

“Law enforcement is on the front line of the opioid 
epidemic,” said the 66-year-old trial attorney. “So 
we are going to be part of the solution.”

Clegg’s efforts will have to wait while county elec-
tions officials complete a hand recount of more than 
50,000 votes cast in the contest between him and 
Republican DA candidate and chief assistant — and 
current acting — district attorney Mike Kavanagh. 
An initial count ended last month with Clegg ahead 
by fewer than 80 votes. The razor-thin margin trig-
gered a county law that mandates a manual recount 
of every ballot cast in exceptionally close elections. 
A re-canvass of more than 40,000 votes has not 
changed the vote total. Clegg said he believes elec-
tion officials have about 7000 more votes to count 
before the results can be certified and he can be 
sworn into office. 

Clegg said he’d already spoken with former dis-
trict attorney Holley Carnright, who left office on 
December 31, as well as the office’s 15 full-time assis-
tant district attorneys to coordinate the transition.

Among his first tasks, said Clegg, will be settling a 
backlog of felony cases. Clegg attributed the buildup 
to attorneys’ and former county court judge Don 
Williams’ reluctance to reach plea agreements or 
go to trial pending the installation of a new DA and 
new county court judge Bryan Rounds.

“There are a number of cases ready for resolu-
tion,” said Clegg. “Either by plea or by trial.”

Clegg, the first Democrat elected to the office 
since 1850, said he also has plans to reorganize. He 
declined to discuss personnel changes, including 
the appointment of a new chief assistant to replace 
Kavanagh. But Clegg said he has a number of 
initiatives in mind, including closer coordination 
between his office and local addiction treatment 
providers, an increased use of drug court and other 
diversion programs for nonviolent offenders and 
plans to seek grant funding for new programs to 
combat domestic violence. Clegg added that his 
early responsibilities will also include establishing 
new protocols to coordinate his office’s efforts with 
Rounds’ schedule and any new dictates from the 
incoming county court judge.

Clegg’s ascension to DA coincides with new state 
laws that mandate prosecutors turn over more ev-
idence earlier in the legal process than previously 
required. Those rules are expected to present a 
challenge for district attorneys statewide as they 
race to get forensic evidence back from overtaxed 
crime labs in time to comply with the new rules. 
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Delicious and 
cruelty-free
Ronnie Shapiro - a local leader in spreading vegan cuisine

T hirty years ago, Ronnie Shapiro 

realized that by making it convenient 
and simple for others to embrace a 
vegan diet, she could multiply her own 
reduction of animal suffering. Now, at 

Healthy Gourmet To-Go on Market Street in Sau-
gerties, she devises, cooks and packages countless 
vegan meal packages that get shipped throughout 
New York and parts of New Jersey.

“From an early age, I knew that I loved animals 
but I couldn’t connect the dots — we’d have cats 
and dogs in the house, we were the kind of house 
that everybody brought their strays to ... I have a 
sad little poster in my shop [that reads] why eat 
one and not the other. I didn’t understand why we 
wouldn’t eat our cats and dogs but we would eat 
chicken, pigs and cows,” said Shapiro.

Though meal delivery programs are now com-
mon, Shapiro said the only similar initiatives when 
she started 26 years ago at the Manhattan Center 
for Living in the West Village were weight loss 
programs like Jenny Craig. She discovered her 
Saugerties location riding on the back of a motor-
cycle at stoplight on Market and Main streets, on 
the way to get vegan sorbet in the village and wrote 
the address of the building on her hand

“I knew there were so many really busy people, 
especially couples who both worked. There was 
no time to eat healthy and cook,” she said. “I knew 
so many people who were getting takeout. I came 
up with the idea that if I could prepare meals that 
were animal-free, I could hopefully get people to 
eat fewer animals.”

Throughout her shop, where locals can sit down for 
meals on Mondays and Tuesdays, are the photos 
and corresponding names of rescued farm animals 
from area animal sanctuaries. In a small lending 
library, a small stack of documentaries like “Meet 
Your Meat” and “The Game Changers” are available 
to borrow on DVD. On the wall there is an extensive 
list of smoothies, including the “Green Goddess,” 
which consists of hemp milk, bananas, kale, ca-
shews, ginger, lemon, dates, flax seed, coconut oil 
and vanilla. Beside the counter is a cooler filled 
with packaged substitutes like “Untuna,” made 
from chickpeas, and “Unegg” salad made from tofu. 
Shapiro makes her own vegan nut cheeses on site, 
as well as a vegan “sea” Caesar salad dressing and 

“immune shots.” On her most recent menu, the shot 
consists of fresh ginger juice with turmeric, lemon 
juice, black pepper and cayenne pepper.

Fans of the stew
Since opening her Saugerties storefront in 

2011, Shapiro said, she’s amassed a group of local 
“stew-followers” who visit each week to try her new 
stews — for example, her Tuscan thyme bean stew 
is comprised of navy beans simmered with onion 
stock, Yukon potatoes, kale, broccoli/broccoli rabe, 
rice, sautéed onions and peppers, with fresh thyme 
and roasted garlic. Also popular among regulars: 
her gluten-free chocolate cake.

Those opting into Shapiro’s delivery program can 
choose to receive weekly or biweekly deliveries each 
Wednesday, complete with reheating instructions 
and totally recyclable corn-based packaging. Her 
sphere of delivery goes as far north as Saratoga 
Springs and south into New York City, Brooklyn and 
northern New Jersey. Participants can cancel at any 
time, and menus are listed weekly on the website. 
Among the last spate of offerings: split pea soup, 
a “jumbo Indian burger,” Japanese Souen Quinoa 
and Japanese Souen Bok Choy. Each offering comes 
with a Weigh Watchers number; some come with 
testimonials written by customers who appreciate 
that particular dish.

“I’m embarking on getting [my prepackaged 
foods] into stores and local restaurants, a whole-
sale piece, getting to retail markets, which is kind 
of exciting. [I want to] get more options out there 
for people to eat vegan,” said Shapiro. “My goal is to 
get it to Sunflower, the Adams[es], Whole Foods, 
Trader Joe’s, the world. The more vegan options 
out there for people, the better. My mission in life 
will have been accomplished.”

And for those of you who are considering the 
shift to cruelty-free eating, Shapiro has a message: 
“[Animals] could use your going vegan sooner 
rather than later.”

For more information, call Healthy Gourmet 
To-Go at (914) 388-2162 or email info@healthy-
gourmettogo.com.

- Christina Coulter
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Second term
Town supervisor Fred Costello thanks “the heartbeat of Saugerties”

You all know how special Sauger-

ties is. We all give to it in our own way, 
and that’s what defines us a communi-
ty,” said town supervisor Fred Costello 
after being sworn in for his second 

term. Also sworn in on January 1 were Leeanne Thorn-
ton and Mike Ivino. “Today is truly a celebration of our 
democracy, We take for granted the peaceful transition 
of power and reinvention of government all the time. 
That’s how it’s meant to be. Today we celebrate that. 
This is a new board, it’s a new decade and we’re here 
to work on its behalf to make it a better place for us, 
and more importantly, for our children.”

 Costello cited the presence of various public 
officials: town clerk Lisa Stanley, police chief Joseph  
Sinagra, receiver of taxes Julie Dunn, supervisor’s 
confidential secretary Terri Wood, highway super-
intendent Doug Myer, parks and buildings super.
intendent Greg Chorvas, and Vernon Benjamin. “I 
am glad  to have  people who are willing to dedicate 
their talent  and their knowledge to  make Saugerties 
a better place, to help me to help this community,” 
said Costello. “I can’t be successful without that.”

 Costello noted that he and Leeanne Thornton jok-
ingly call each other partners, “but our relationship is 
pretty old now, and after 16 years, it’s pretty successful.”
Costello thanked the standing-room-only crowd 
in the courtroom and set out a number of goals 

for his second term. “To make Saugerties have a 
smaller carbon footprint, to make Saugerties more 
transparent, to make government more responsive 
to residents it is charged to serve.” 

He welcomed new board member Mike Ivino. 
“That’s really what it is about, we keep reinventing 
ourselves,” Costello said. “We try to represent the 
community that puts us here with this responsibility.”

Costello concluded by thanking the people who 
had come to the inauguration and town justice 
Claudia Andreassen.

Thornton noted that she was beginning her fifth 
term, “and as I look around at everybody that’s here, 
not just my family and friends, but you serve Sau-
gerties. You are the heartbeat of Saugerties because 
so many of you work and dedicate so many hours 
making this a wonderful community. I’m looking 
forward to the next four years serving with Michael 
and Fred  and Paul on the board. I think we have a 
great team and we’ll be reaching out to you to ask 
you to serve and volunteer for this great community.” 

Ivino, a fire commissioner in the Centerville-Ce-
dar Grove Fire Department, wants to find savings 
by analyzing town expenditures.. He said he was 
“starting down a long road. It’s kind of daunting, 
but I’m looking forward to it.” 

 – David Gordon

david gordon

Newly sworn in supervisor Fred Costello and town 
board members Leeanne Thornton and Mike Ivino after 
the inauguration ceremony.

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

po
n

W
Ith

 C
o

u
po

n

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

po
n

W
Ith

 C
o

u
po

n

FREE
LOCAL SHUTTLE 
S E R V I C E

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

po
n

W
Ith

 C
o

u
po

n

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

po
n

W
Ith

 C
o

u
po

n

FREE
LOCAL SHUTTLE 
S E R V I C E

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 TiresW

It
h

u
p
o

nS E R V I C EWE SERVICE
ALL MAKES & MODELS
WE OFFER 
RENTALS

845-246-3412

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

vapor streetlights to LED streetlights this year. 
The town of Saugerties is also replacing numerous 
streetlights with LEDs.

Sinagra said that the department is “one step 
away” from becoming an “Opioid Overdose Pre-
vention Program Provider,” which would allow 
the Saugerties police to “stockpile” Narcan and the 
ability to host regular classes on its use. Once the 
designation is achieved, Sinagra said, any individ-
ual could visit the police department and receive 
Narcan training. The last step, Sinagra said, is the 
assignment of a clinical director to oversee the 
program at the department.

This year, the police department will continue 
conducting “lethality assessments” when officers 
respond to instances of domestic violence. The 
program is conducted through the department’s 
Intimate Partner Violence Intervention Program 
(IPVIP). Between April and December of this year, 
65 of 150 lethality assessments received “high” scores 
— the victims of these “high-scoring” incidents 
received information detailing resources available 

to them for support hand-delivered by an officer, 
and are also approached by a case worker from the 
Ulster County Child Advocacy Center.

“We’re trying to make our community healthy 
— part of it is the follow-through the day after,” 
said Sinagra. “The victim may say [to the respond-
ing officer], ‘I was afraid to tell you this was also 
happening.’ We say we have those services, but we 
need to make sure the person is getting access to 
those services.”

The police chief said that the Saugerties 

department would continue their partnership with 
the Child Advocacy Center, which they elected to join 
after withdrawing from the Ulster Regional Gang 
Enforcement Narcotics Team (URGENT). Sinagra 
said that the department may rejoin URGENT in 
the future, but that it wasn’t currently economically 
feasible — while the Child Advocacy Center provides 
state funding, URGENT doesn’t have such returns.

“That increases the tax burden on our residents, 
which we don’t want to do,” said Sinagra.

Sinagra said that a sizeable portion of change 
at the police department will stem from New York 
bail reform.

“During the past six months, we have made great 
strides toward ensuring our obligations to these 
newly unfunded mandates are achieved without 
sacrificing the current level of services we provide 
to our community,” Sinagra said. “Bail reform and 
the new discovery demands are reshaping the way 
in which we will be doing business in this century.”

Adhering to new discovery laws, which limit the 
information-gathering period of a criminal court 
proceeding to 15 days, will come with a steep learn-
ing curve for officers and detectives, Sinagra said.

The department will purchase and install several 
pieces of new equipment in 2020: Sinagra said 
the department will replace a number of outdated 

computers within the IT room of headquarters and 
in police vehicles. A new computer will be installed 
specifically to store officers’ body camera footage, 
and a bad drive will be replaced in the voice recorder.

Additionally, officials are looking to repair sur-
veillance cameras in the village; only two of the total 
six are functional, and Sinagra said that they are 
“plagued with issues” and “rarely, if ever, achieve 
any form of connectivity.”

Sinagra said the department got a new “forensic 
evidence dryer” this year, which helps dry garments, 
paper and anything that may have body fluids or 
blood on it in a way that preserves DNA evidence. 
Previously, wet and bloodied evidence was hung to 
dry in the department’s evidence room, which left 
the articles exposed to contamination. This was paid 
for, Sinagra said, using residual money left over in 
the 2019 police budget.

Due to a drastic increase in pedestrians struck 
by cars in 2019 from 2018, Sinagra said that the 
department will engage in another “See and Be Seen” 
campaign to remind locals crossing the street to 
keep an eye out for oncoming traffic. Such incidents 
have increased by 700 percent last year, up from 
one individual struck in 2018 to eight throughout 
2019. Sinagra intends to use the department’s new 
bicycle officer program both in this initiative and 
to establish a greater presence in the town on First 
Fridays. Through “Targeted Enforcement Details,” 
many including officers on bicycles, the depart-
ment hopes to catch more open-air drug sales and 
“anti-social behavior” around the business district.

“[We’re targeting] quality-of-life issues, people 
urinating on people’s foyers, individuals throwing 
beer cans around, just stuff that makes people feel 
uneasy,” said Sinagra. “You don’t want to come here 
and visit if that’s taking place.”

- Christina Coulter
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Stepping 
up

Sawyer Girls topple Kingston

The Saugerties High School 

girls varsity basketball team im-
proved to 5-1 on the season following 
a 45-42 road win against a struggling 
Kingston High. For the Sawyers, the 

big game atmosphere was a new challenge they 
proved ready to tackle. 

“It was definitely a totally different environment 
than what we’ve seen so far,” said Sawyer Coach 
Heather Fanelli of the game played in Kingston’s 
spacious Kate Walton Field House. “Different energy 
level, different crowd. The entire atmosphere was 
something that many of my girls were not used to 
playing in. Playing in Kingston, it is always one of 
my favorite places to play because it puts them in a 
position that they’re not comfortable with. And so 
it really tests them and you get to see kind of what 
they’re made of over the course of the whole game.”

The Class A Sawyers overcame nerves against 
the much larger Class A school throughout, most 
crucially in the midst of a late surge by Kingston, 
who trailed by 10 points midway through the fourth 
quarter only to storm back to within 39-37 with 
2:46 remaining. Christie Collins was fouled while 
converting a layup on the ensuing possession, giving 
Saugerties a five-point lead, but Tiger sophomore 
Kalia Hylton-Jackson drilled a 3-pointer to pull 
the home team to within 42-40 with less than two 
minutes remaining. 

The teams again traded baskets, with Sage Fanelli 
nailing a long jump shot and Jackson responding 
with a putback on the opposite end of the court. A 
Collins free throw with 19 seconds left in the game 
proved to be the final score of the game. 

Collins (23 points, 7 rebounds) and Fanelli (15 
points, all in the second half ) led the Sawyers in the 
rollercoaster win, with Erin Dudzic (7 rebounds, 3 
steals) and Julia Quinlan (5 rebounds) also con-
tributing. 

The game was a rare meeting of local rivals, 
both young but seemingly headed in different 
directions. While it was the third straight win for 
the Sawyers, the Tigers have lost six straight after 
starting the season with a win. Kingston was led by 
Hylton-Jackson (16 points), Lexi Diers (11 points) 
and Trista Lukaszewski (8 points) in defeat. 

Fanelli said that despite the win, the Sawyers 
looked shaky at times, letting the Tigers roar back 
in the final frame and making the finish much more 
interesting than it should have been. And the first 
half was also difficult for Saugerties, especially given 

the relative playoff atmosphere. 
“We were out of rhythm, it was loud, they couldn’t 

hear me, they couldn’t hear each other,” Fanelli said. 
“We’re still not using possessions as well as I would 
like to see us use them. And at one point we were up 
by 10 points and we kind of let it slip. And it really 
pushed us to kind of wake up in those last couple 
of minutes and execute on defense.”

Fanelli said her team still needs to “learn how 
to win in those really tight games where the crowd 
is very much in favor of the other team.”

“We need to focus on defensively boxing out, 
rebounding, understanding our space on the floor,” 
she said. “Those kinds of things in the last couple 
of minutes really cost us.” 

But ultimately, the Sawyers showed maturity, 
a quality Fanelli said will serve them well in the 

weeks to come. 
“I had a couple of juniors and seniors who really 

needed to deliver, and I think they’re learning now 
what their role is,” she said. “And I do have a lot of 
younger kids understanding what their role is, and 
how to contribute in a way that is reasonable for 
their role. We’re learning how to be productive for 
the entire game” 

Next up for the Sawyers is a visit to non-league op-
ponent Pine Plains on Friday, January 10, followed 
four days later by a trip to take on league opponent 
Rondout Valley. The team returns home on Friday, 
January 17 when they host league foe Wallkill. 
      

- Crispin Kott

Marigold

INTERIOR DESIGN 
& FURNISHINGS

HOME

KINGSTON | RHINEBECK | WOODSTOCK

845-338-0800
marigold-home.com

Home Decor | Upholstery 

Window Treatments

Wallcoverings | Fabrics

Gifts | Bath & Body

INVENTORY 
SALE 

STARTING FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 10TH 

at our Log Home Location at 
667 State Route 28, 
Kingston, NY 12401

SALE INCLUDES All Furniture, Area Rugs, 
Chairs, Dining Room Tables, End Tables, 

Etageres, Lamps, Lighting, Sectionals, 
Sofas and more!

UP TO 40% OFF WHILE 
INVENTORY LASTS!
Closed Sunday and Monday



6  •  Jan.  9 ,  2019   saugerties times

OPINIONOPINION

ECONOMY/Geddy Sveikauskas

LETTERS

Change is hard

U lster County sheriff Juan 

Figueroa expects the prisoner popu-
lation of his county law-enforcement 
center in Kingston to drop to about 
125 of its more than 450 beds when 

all eligible inmates awaiting trial have been released 
without bail this month. He anticipates the number 
of prisoners will eventually level off at a number lower 
than what the local jail has been used to but higher 
than what it has been after the recent releases. A 
certain percentage of people aren’t going to come to 
court, he predicts, ”so we’re going to set up a warrant 
squad to go get them.”

Other New York counties are in the same boat as 
Ulster after the new state criminal-justice measures. 
With reduced occupancy, the under 500-bed county 
jail is barely above 25 percent occupancy. 

The Kingston facility is no longer expected to 
bring in revenues from boarding prisoners from 
other jurisdictions, one of the original reasons for 
building a larger jail. There’s now a far greater supply 
of jail beds in New York State than demand for them. 
The Ulster law enforcement center’s two biggest 
outside customers for boarders have made other 
arrangements. Dutchess County has spent $34.2 
million on its own jail in Poughkeepsie, and Greene 
County has made a deal to board its prisoners with 
Albany County. No intergovernmental revenues 
are expected in Ulster County’s 2020 jail budget. 

The diminished number of remaining prisoners 
at the controversial county law-enforcement center 
is at present fewer than the number of corrections 
staff assigned to guard them. According to the 2020 
county budget, there are 156 budgeted corrections 
positions at the jail, plus five other ancillary jobs. 
Is such a high guard-prisoner ratio sustainable?

The new criminal-justice measures end cash bail 
for most accused persons and institute a variety 
of other significant pre-trial changes. There’s now 
significant opposition to returning completely to 
the age-old system of wealth-based detention. Fed-
eral statistics show a New York State 2016 prison 
population of 74,400 (published April 2018). Some 
estimates expect as many as 40,000 New Yorkers 
to be decarcerated under the new practices.

“The worst nightmare in Ulster County history ended 
on a good note,” proclaimed then-legislature chair Dave 
Donaldson back at the opening of the new Kingston jail 
facility in 2007. The oversized jail, originally scheduled to 
cost $53 million, had ended up costing $87 million, not 
counting additional contractors’ claims. 

But Donaldson spoke too soon at that time, it now 
appears. There’s a new nightmare on the horizon. 

At over 700 incarcerated persons per 100,000 
in population, the United States leads the world 
in that disturbing statistic. With 4.4 percent of the 
world’s population, the nation has about 22 percent 
of the world’s prisoners. According to one study, 

American state prisons currently hold 1,306,000 
prisoners, local jails 612,000, the federal system 
221,000, immigration jails 61,000, and youth 
prisons 46,000. The total number of incarcerated 
persons comes to about 2.2 million. 

In terms of the wrecked lives of both victims and 
perpetrators, that statistic is nothing to be proud of. 
What can and should be done about it?

Keeping people in jail is a very expensive prop-
osition. In 2015, the Vera Institute estimated the 
annual cost of each prisoner in New York State at 
$69,355. With the new state regulations, fixed costs 
will be spread over a smaller prison population, and 
the per-capita cost of incarceration will increase. 

Efficient conversion of a jail — and especially 
Ulster County’s grand law-enforcement center — 
to another use is impractical. Nor are the skills of 
correctional officers easily transferable to other 
occupations. 

Granted, the consequences of recidivism of 

criminal activity can be catastrophic. The new bail 
regulations “could turn into a nightmare for victims 
and the families involved,” sheriff Figueroa admitted 
to reporter Chris McKenna of the Times Herald-Re-
cord last week. Sensing a viable political strategy in a 
universe of more barren options, Republican district 
attorneys and other law-enforcement officials both 
local and statewide have been beating the drum for 
“victims’ rights” and calling the new laws “a criminal 
bill of rights.” Some Democrats have joined them, 
increasing the likelihood of future adjustments to 
the legislation.

Dave Clegg, the probable newly elected Ulster 
County district attorney, agrees that “public safety 
is paramount.” Clegg supports most of the changes 
in state law, though. In an interview at his Kingston 
office last Friday afternoon, he said that “95 percent 
of the legislation was good, while five percent needs 
more work.”

The 2020 Ulster County government executive 
budget appropriates $53.3 million for law-enforce-
ment functions (about 15.6 percent of the total budget). 
The county jail is budgeted at $23.1 million. Other 
entities under the sheriff ’s administration will spend 
$12.5 million. Probation and rehabilitation services 
will cost $8.2 million. The district attorney’s budget for 
2020 is $4.9 million, and the public defender’s office’s 
has been increased to $3.8 million. Drug investigations 
are budgeted at $800,000. 

Costs of local police forces, the state police, the 
state prison apparatus, and other police forces such 
as the DEC’s and the NYC DEP’s, are not included 
in these figures. Nor are most elements of the exten-
sive court system. Nor are the activities of federal 
law-enforcement agencies. 

The change in function from a mainly punitive 
system of law enforcement to a rehabilitative and 
restorative one is no simple proposition. Major 
societal change is not easy. To aid in the transition, 
the 2020 Ulster County budget includes seven new 
state-funded positions in the public defender’s of-

fice, a full-time youth director and full-time human 
rights commissioner, and a new position of diversity 
officer in the county personnel office.  

Dave Clegg hasn’t found a magic formula. 

How do you give people a second or even third 
chance and still assure public safety? “It all comes 
down to discretion,” the longtime local civil litigator 
concedes. “You use your best judgment.” 

For him, discretion is a matter of balancing con-
siderations of equity and safety. Not all judges think 
alike. Though Clegg believes in judicial discretion 
in risk assessment, he is open to the understanding 
that such discretion cannot be absolute.  

Some of the new requirements for district attor-
neys to provide timely information to defense lawyers 
seem unrealistic to Clegg. There has been an historic 
imbalance between the information law enforcement 
has had about suspects and the documentation defense 
lawyers have been provided. With the new procedures 
in mind, Clegg suggested an updating in the rules for 
reasonableness of disclosure. Perhaps extra funding 
should be available for discovery work, he said. 

Will the public be safer if alleged perpetrators 
of hate crimes, terrorism or domestic violence, 
plus child molesters and drug dealers, are denied 
pre-trial protections? How about people accused of 
second-degree manslaughter? Clegg does not agree 
with those civil libertarians who argue that including 
“dangerousness” as a legitimate dimension of risk 
assessment violates the presumption of innocence.

On the second day that the new measures 

went into effect, state senate minority leader John 
Flanagan issued a release that began, “Another day, 
another individual accused of a heinous crime re-
leased back out into the community where they are 
free to offend again thanks to the radical policies of 
Democrats in the Senate and Assembly.”

According to reporter Robert Gavin of the Albany 
Times Union, Paul Barbaritano was being held for 
manslaughter in the death of 29-year-old Nicole 
Jennings, whom he allegedly choked and stabbed 
last July, and left to die in his own Albany apart-
ment. Police said she was strangled with a belt and 
stabbed in the neck. Police believed Barbaritano tied 
a “nylon-styled” belt around her neck, tying multiple 
knots and pulling on it to tighten it before cutting 
her neck, according to court paperwork.

A revised story by Gavin provided Barbarita-
no’s lawyer’s version. Her client mortally injured 
Jennings, she said, following a sexual encounter 
involving erotic asphyxiation. He accidentally 
stabbed Jennings while trying to cut a belt from her 
neck. “He was absolutely trying to save this woman’s 
life,” said assistant public defender Rebekah Sokol. 
“He never intended to hurt her.”

The 52-year-old Barbaritano was released from 
the Albany County jail under the new state bail laws 
last Thursday. Police are investigating whether the 
charge should be upgraded to murder.

Look for the lurid headlines to continue.   

Where was the security?
This posting is directed at and to all of the peo-

ple who work in the Ulster County Office Building 
and especially to Patrick K. Ryan, Ulster County 
Supervisor. Yesterday, I had the distinct pleasure 
of attending the swearing-in of March Gallagher 
as County Comptroller in the Ulster County Office 
Building. So I park my car and before going into the 
building, I take my pocket knife out and my pistol 
and lock them in the car, thinking that I will be 
stopped by a metal detector or some kind of security. 
Much to my dismay and surprise, there was noth-
ing at all. You did have a Deputy Sheriff stationed 
on the ground floor and I did spot an undercover 
person at the event along with 4-5 members of the 
Sheriff ’s Dept who were in attendance. 

I looked around the room and just shook 
my head in total amazement, saying in
this day and age no metal detectors or more of a 
Police presence. You now have many, many peo-
ple applying for licenses on the first floor who
aren’t even citizens going to motor vehicles and 

people can just casually walk into the building from at 
least two entrances that I saw. My concern is for the 
people who work there every day and for the one law 
enforcement person stationed on the ground floor. 
What I am saying is that someone should find the 
money to beef up the security at the entrances of that 
building. An ounce of prevention is certainly worth a 
pound of cure. Just saying and I certainly don’t really 
want to hear from some liberal snowflake anti-gunner 
who tells me I am nuts. 

Please have a safe day.  In conclusion,   I want 
all my friends who work in that building to alway 
s be safe and secure.

Bob Lippman
Saugerties

What is going on with 
Spectrum and its Channel 6?

What used to be the local channel for upstate 
and Hudson Valley news and events has turned into 
a clone of Spectrum’s Channel 1, the NYC station. 
There are no more local events, no community 
calendar, hardly any local weather reports, no local 
traffic reports, no local political reporting. Nothing 
about where I live and what I relate to. I don’t need 
to know about some robbery in the Bronx.

Where is the news about local concerts, charity 
drives, people and events that matter in the Hudson 
Valley, the timely weather reports that really are im-
portant? Will there be nothing about school closings 

when the next snow storm happens?  Note to Geddy 
Sveikauskas, Pat Ryan and all the politicians in Ul-
ster, Sullivan and other counties — this is not good 
for economic development. This is not good for any 
municipality’s merchants and institutions. Why should 
Romeo Chevrolet, Rondout Savings Bank or Williams 
Lumber advertise on a station that only carries New 
York City news and does not advertise to local residents 
and constituents? Who will be watching? What about 
schools or hospitals that need to get information out? 
What about the local pride that only comes from ac-
knowledging good work being done locally? 

I can only hope that Spectrum is in some tran-
sition mode to better television programming for 
the Hudson Valley and its residents (as it deserves). 
Otherwise this is very bleak and answers must be 
gotten to some very hard questions. 

Ernie Mortuzans

Saugerties

Menorah
I am proud to be a resident of Saugerties!

For as many years as I can remember, the community 
Christmas tree erected annually in the heart of the 
business district also had a large, standing menorah 
at its base. Thank you Saugerties for being ahead of 
the times and personifying what our country is all 
about, especially in these troubling days.

Isabel DeCelle

Saugerties
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CommunityNotes

COMMUNITY
Participate in annual winter bird count
The 15th annual Esopus Bend Nature Preserve Winter 
Bird Count will be conducted on Saturday, Jan. 11 from 
7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. Participants will census wintering 
birds throughout the 160-acre preserve, recording 
numbers of individuals and species diversity. Results 
from the count will become part of the preserve’s 
biodiversity database and will help provide future guid-
ance for land management and stewardship decisions.
The diurnal part of the survey starts at approximately 
7:45 a.m. at Esopus Bend Nature Preserve, located on 
the banks of the Esopus Creek. Previous counts con-
ducted during early January have recorded a cumulative 
total of 68 species and a single-year high count of 966 
individuals. Highlights from previous events include 
sightings of the Bohemian Waxwing, White-winged 
Crossbill, Gray Catbird, Field Sparrow, Savannah Spar-
row, Winter Wrens, six species of woodpeckers and 
double-digit numbers of wintering Hermit Thrushes. 
Full-day participation is not required, but participants 
should be prepared to invest several hours out in the 
fi eld in cold winter conditions. To register, email Steve 
Chorvas at schorvas@gmail.com or call (845) 246-
5900 no later than noon on Friday, Jan. 10. For more 
information about upcoming nature walks and paddles, 
visit www.esopuscreekconservancy.org.

‘Healing Sounds’ candlelight concert
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. 
will present “Healing Sounds: An Evening of Renewal 
& Light with Peter Blum” on Friday, Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. 
Enjoy a peaceful meditation inspired by Blum’s collec-
tion of Himalayan singing bowls, gongs, bells and small 
cymbals. Admission is by suggested donation of $10. 
For more information, call (845) 246-2867.

Chili take-out sale
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. is 
hosting their annual “Best Chili Ever Take-out Sale” on 
Saturday, Jan. 18. Pre-ordering is recommended. Meat 
or vegetarian varieties cost $8 per quart. A bake sale 
will also be held. Pick up chili between 4 and 6 p.m. 
To reserve quarts of chili, call Barbara at 246-5035.

Birthday Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Woodstock’s 29th annual Birthday Tribute to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. will be held on Sunday, Jan. 19 at 2 p.m. 
at Mescal Hornbeck Community Center, 56 Rock City 
Road, Woodstock. The event this year is dedicated to 
the memory of Esther Taylor-Evans (June 25, 1941 – 
October 10, 2019). The tribute will feature Pastor G. 
Modele Clarke, New Progressive Baptist Church; Pam 
Africa, International Concerned Family & Friends of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal; Frank Waters and Tyrone Wilson of 
Harambee; and Bill McKenna, Woodstock Supervisor. 
Special guest performers include Marlene Merritt and 
Kitt Potter. The tribute is sponsored by the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Planning Committee, Haitian People’s 
Support Project and Town of Woodstock as part of 
Black History Month 2020. Admission is free. For more 
information, call (845) 679-7320 or visit blackhistor-
ymonthkingston.org.

Free screening of Esopus Creek fi lm
The Saugerties Monday Club invites anyone interest-
ed in viewing a fi lm in progress on the history of the 
Esopus Creek in Saugerties to come to the Sauger-
ties Public Library on Monday, Jan. 27 at 1:45 p.m. 
The fi lm features local talent, local views and local 
information. A Q&A with the fi lmmakers will be held 
following the screening. Light refreshments will be 
served. For more information, email Audrey Klinken-
berg, town historian, at genie2@hvc.rr.com. 

Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame 2020 inductees
The Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame Club is proud to 
announce the induction of Pat Caff rey, Jay Dodig, 
Mark Herb, Steve “Einer” Martin (posthumously) and 
Jimmy Speirs (posthumously) as new members. This 
year marks the 57th year of the club’s existence and 
the annual tradition of honoring those who have made 

a signifi cant impact on Saugerties sports history. The 
2020 induction banquet will take place on Saturday, 
April 18 at Diamond Mills Hotel, 25 S. Partition St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m. A cocktail hour will be held from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. followed by ceremonies and dinner at 6:30 
p.m. Tickets cost $30, available by contacting Mike 
Hasenbalg at mikehasenbalg@yahoo.com or (914) 388-
2348. Early reservations are advised, as tickets sell out.

Highway Department requests cooperation with 
winter plowing
All residents residing on town roads are asked to remove 
basketball hoops or any other roadside obstacles from 
the town-maintained right-of-way in anticipation of the 
winter season soon to arrive. The highway department 
will not be responsible for damage to anything left in 
the right-of-way. Residents are advised there is no 
parking on the street until after April 15, in order to 
allow snow removal to proceed without obstruction. 
It is the highway department’s job to keep the roads 
safe for all residents, and they appreciate cooperation 
in doing so. For more information regarding winter 
plowing, visit the Town of Saugerties website and click 
on “Highway Department” to view the “Wintertime 
Message” and “Mailbox Replacement Policy.”

Transfer Station will close in bad weather
The Town of Saugerties Transfer Station will be closed 
on inclement weather days for public safety. The trans-
fer station will resume normal operation the following 
business day as per their schedule, which can be found 
on the Town of Saugerties website.
 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

‘Black & White’ Show extended at 11 Jane St.
The Black & White Group Show, guest curated by artist 
Ford Crull, remains on view in both galleries at 11 Jane 
Street Art Center through Sunday, Jan. 12. The show 

features internationally acclaimed artists inspired by 
high contrast. Artworks on display are by Valentina 
DuBasky, Peggy Cyphers, Johan Wahlstrom, Ford 
Crull, Daniel Rosenbaum, Antonia A Perez, Gabrielle 
Meyerowtiz, Dalila Pasotti, Jeff rey Bishop and Todd 
Monahan. Regular gallery hours are Saturday and 
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. and First Fridays from 
5-8 p.m. For more information, visit 11janestreet.com.

‘Bianco’ at Emerge Gallery
Emerge Gallery & Art Space at 228 Main St. is exhib-
iting “Bianco: An Exhibition of Art Celebrating White” 
through Sunday, Jan. 26, when a closing reception 
will be held from 3-5 p.m. Artwork in the exhibition is 
available to view and purchase through Emerge Gal-
lery’s Artsy shop at www.artsy.net/emerge-gallery-ny.
More than 50 works of art by 49 Hudson Valley and 
New York Metropolitan area artists are on view. The 
works vary in style and include collage works, drawings, 
encaustics, fi ber art, paintings, photography, porcelain 
and sculpture. The common thread that connects 
each work is the pure white of the work or a white 
element where the viewers’ eye is immediately drawn. 
White is an equal combination of all the colors in the 
spectrum and is typically associated with innocence 
and purity, a new beginning, goodness, spirituality, 
softness and protection. The color has been used 
culturally over the years to usher in a new marriage 
or, in some cultures, to say goodbye to a loved one. 
The gallery window this month features work by 
New Jersey artist, Robert Greco, whose process 
is guided by movement, mood and music. “My 
work is very textural, involving many layers, col-
ors and materials. But in the end, I always decon-
struct back to the basics.” The featured work is 
inspired by and created for the “Bianco” exhibition.
Voted “Best Art Gallery” by readers of Hudson Valley 
Magazine, Emerge Gallery focuses on emerging artists 
from the Hudson Valley region and beyond. The space 
is also available to rent for solo and privately curated 
exhibitions. Regular gallery hours are Fridays and Sat-
urdays from noon to 6 p.m. and Sundays from noon 
to 5 p.m. For more information, call (845) 247-7515 or 
visit emergegalleryny.com.

Olana winter hours
The grounds of Frederic Church’s Olana are open 
daily from 8:30 a.m. to sunset. Enjoy the site’s 360° 
views and the wintertime landscape for snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing. Tours of the main house 
and the artist-designed landscape are off ered Friday 
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Olana 
Museum Store and Visitor Center are open 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Guided tours of the main house focus on the 

Monday Club scholarship winners 
doing well

Hillary Milford and Eva Vasquez, 2019 recipients of 
scholarships awarded by the Saugerties Monday Club, 
visited with club members recently at the monthly meet-
ing. Milford attends Cornell and majors in landscaping 
architecture. Vasquez attends college in Binghamton. 
She is majoring in Spanish and minoring in environ-
mental studies, hoping to combine those fi elds by 
working on environmental issues in Spanish-speaking 
countries. “Both young women are doing remarkably 
well and the club members are so very proud of them,” 
say representatives of the club.

Pictured are co-president Irene Hurst, scholarship 
winners Eva Vasquez and Hillary Milford, and co-
president Peg Nau.

Pictured are co-president Irene Hurst, scholarship 
winners Eva Vasquez and Hillary Milford, and co-
president Peg Nau.

Lions Club reaches fundraising goal
The Saugerties Lions Club reached its fundraising 
goal of $25,000 at its 25th annual holiday auction 
held at the Glasco fi rehouse in November. Proceeds 
from the auction are used to support numerous 
community projects and services. Members of the 
club would like to thank everyone who attended and 
gave so generously.
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12/15/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County, SSNY is desig-
nated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of such process to P.O. Box 91, 
West Camp, New York 12490. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):
Paramount Construction 

Enterprise LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with the 

Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 11/18/2019. Office
location: Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process
to: Paramount Construction
Enterprise LLC 11 Micheles
Blvd, Saugerties, NY 12477.
Purpose: Any lawful acts or
activities. Latest date upon
which LLC is to dissolve: no
specific date.

 LEGAL NOTICE
Name of LLC: Chuck the Pool 

Guy LLC Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York on October 
31, 2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to the LLC at 
48 Country Club Drive, Mount 
Marion, N.Y. 12456. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 

to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
East coast mechanical mainte-
nance. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 11/05/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC  
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: East 

LEGAL NOTICES
coast mechanical maintenance 
18 Robinson st Saugerties NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.                      

 LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):  
Umana Construction LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/5/2019. Office loca-

tion: Ulster County. SSNY  
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Umana Construc-
tion LLC 5 Kalina Dr. Saugerties 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any law-
ful  acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
THE WEST CAMPER LLC 

filed Art. Of Org with SSNY 

architecture, collections, Church’s international travels, 
the Hudson River School, and more. The second fl oor 
of the main house will reopen in the spring. Guided 
tours of the landscape focus on Church’s design of 
the farm, the lake, the carriage roads, the expansive 
views, and more. Landscape tours may be experi-
enced via an electric vehicle, a guided walk, or a free 
audio tour, which can be downloaded from the Olana 
website. Landscape tours are weather-dependent 
and tour availability will be updated accordingly.
Olana is a public park, and access to the historic land-
scape is free of charge. Tickets for house tours cost $15 
for adults and are free for children age 12 and under. 
Members of The Olana Partnership may visit at any 
time and receive free 40-minute tours or 60-minute 
tours for $5. Historic Landscape Driving Tours are 
$35 for all visitors. Due to the popularity of the tours, 
advance ticket purchases are strongly recommended. 
For more information or to purchase tickets online, 
visit www.OLANA.org.

New cable shows coming
Public access station Lighthouse TV23 will feature “How 
the Human Mind Works” on Fridays at 1 and 8 p.m. 
during the month of February. The series is inspired 
by L. Ron Hubbard. Another new series, “Inspirational 
Thoughts to Live By” with Bryan Golden will also pre-
miere in February on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. In 
March, “Just Coolin’” will air on Fridays at 1 and 8 p.m., 
featuring jazz greats.

Lighthouse TV23 top picks this week
Sunday, Jan. 12 at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. “Astrologers 
Chatting: Calendar Process.”Sunday, Jan. 12 at 1 and 
7 p.m. “Put Some Color in Your Life.” Visit artists’ stu-
dios.Monday, Jan. 13 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Eat Well: Be 
Happy.” Prepare seasonal foods.Wednesday, Jan. 15 at 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. “Saugerties Village Board Meeting” 
recorded Jan. 6.Wednesday, Jan.15 at 1 and 7 p.m. 
“Saugerties Town Board Meeting” recorded Jan. 8.

CIVIC

Ethics Committee meeting
The Town of Saugerties Ethics Committee will meet on 
Thursday, Jan. 9 at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 4 High St., 
in the building department’s conference room.

Saugerties Arts Commission listening session
The newly formed Saugerties Arts Commission invites 
business and multiuse-venue owners in Saugerties to 
attend a special listening session on Thursday, Jan. 
16 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at 11 Jane Street Art Center. 
The Commission is in the early stages of its forma-
tion, and before priorities are fully shaped, board 
members want to hear from the business community. 
Attendees are invited to present viewpoints, listen 
to fellow business owners and meet Commission 
members for conversation and coffee. Potential 
topics for discussion include how business and the 
arts can work together and how business owners can 
foster a strong relationship with the arts community.
Saugerties Arts Commission was formed in February 
2019 and is an agency of the town government. Board 
members are Barbara Bravo, chair; Isabel Soff er, vice 
chair; Robert Langdon, secretary; and Suzanne Bennett, 
Katie Cokinos, Tad Richards and Beth Troxell.

League of Women Voters election forum
The League of Women Voters of the Mid-Hudson 
Region will host a public forum on election security 
at the Kingston Library on Saturday, Jan. 25 from 10 
a.m. to noon. “The recent race for district attorney in 
Ulster County was a nail-biter,” the group maintains, 
emphasizing the importance of every vote as well as 
ensuring that mechanisms are in place to ensure that 
each voter’s ballot is accurately recorded.
The forum panel will discuss the security mea-
sures currently in place to protect the vote and 

what areas could use improvement. The panel will 
include Douglas Kellner, co-chair of the New York 
State Board of Elections; Mark Lindeman, director 
of science and technology policy at Verifi ed Voting; 
and John Quigley, deputy commissioner at the Ulster 
County Board of Elections. Attendees will learn how 
the voting equipment is set up, what security mea-
sures are taken for the machines, how the ballots are 
kept in order to ensure they are not tampered with 
and encryption protection in place to thwart online 
hackers. A Q&A will be held after the presentation. 
The event is open to the public. No reservations are 
necessary, but the League would appreciate a re-
sponse to the event at their Facebook page (League 
of Women Voters of the Mid-Hudson Region). For 
more information, call (845) 340-2003 or email 
Jennifer Clark at lwvmidhudson@gmail.com..

Saugerties Dems support Hinchey
The executive committee of the Saugerties Democratic 
Committee endorsed Michelle Hinchey for New York 
State Senate at its January 3 meeting. The full Sauger-
ties Democratic Committee is expected to vote on an 
endorsement at its meeting on Jan. 28. The fi ve offi  cers 
(Lanny Walter, chair; Nejla Liias and Barbara Boyce, vice-
chairs; Bill Barr, secretary; and Margo McGilvery, trea-
surer) have already committed to supporting Hinchey.
The seat Hinchey is running for, in the 46th New York 
State District, covers parts of Ulster, Albany and Sche-
nectady counties and all of Greene and Montgomery 
counties. The seat is currently held by Republican 
George Amedore, who chose not to seek reelection. 
No other Democratic candidate has approached the 
Saugerties Committee for its support other than 
Jeff  Collins, who has since joined the Hinchey team.
“Michelle Hinchey’s entrance into the political realm 
has long been expected by local Democrats,” said 
committee chair, Lanny Walter. “My parents supported 
Michelle’s father, Maurice Hinchey, since he was a young 
man when he ran for the New York State Assembly and 
later as a congressman. He has been a hero to many of 
us as an independent, progressive Democrat who did 
not support the mistaken war eff orts in Vietnam, Iraq 
and elsewhere. Michelle was raised in a political climate 
that will make her a powerful ally to Jen Metzger and 
the new leadership of the Democratically-controlled 
Senate. She is an articulate and thoughtful woman in 
her own right. We will have a courageous legislator 
and a local gal to represent us in the New York State 
Senate. What more can we ask for?”

SCHOOLS

BOCES and SUNY Ulster open house
An open house, co-hosted by Ulster BOCES Adult Ca-
reer Education Center and SUNY Ulster, will be held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 22 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Ulster 
BOCES Career & Technical Center, 319 Broadway in 
Port Ewen. Prospective students may tour the facility, 
meet with career counselors and course instructors, 
register for classes, learn about fi nancial assistance, and 
more. Representatives from both organizations will be 
on hand to provide information and answer questions 
about adult career education programs, which provide 
students with customized career training and instruc-
tion on a wide variety of special interest topics. The 
new catalog for winter and spring courses available at 
Ulster BOCES Adult Career Education Center has been 
released and may be viewed at www.ulsterboces.org/
adultedcatalog. Courses include surgical technology, 
adult literacy, child development, cosmetology, elec-
trical apprenticeship, nursing assistant, welding and 
HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning). For 
more information, call SUNY Ulster at (845) 339-2025 
or Ulster BOCES at (845) 331-5050.

Local students of note
Shayna Ostoyic of Saugerties earned Presidents List 
honors during the fall 2019 semester at SUNY Canton. 

Ostoyic is majoring in criminal justice/law enforcement 
leadership. The honor is awarded to full-time students 
who achieve a 3.75 or greater grade point average, 
demonstrating a commitment to academic studies.

LIBRARY

Film screening of La Strada
The Saugerties Film Society will present a screening of 
La Strada (1954) on Saturday, Jan. 11 at 6 p.m. The fi lm 
features Guilietta Masina and is directed by Frederico 
Fellini. Admission is free.

Internet safety presentation
Learn how to make a complex password, about phish-
ing and trolls, what kinds of links are okay to click 
through and more on Tuesday, Jan. 14 from noon to 1 
p.m. Register at the circulation desk or call 246-4317.

Motherless Daughters Support Group
A monthly support group for women who have lost 
their mothers or are estranged from their mothers will 
meet on Thursday, Jan. 16 at 6 p.m.

Film screening of Rear Window
The Saugerties Film Society will present a screening 
of Rear Window on Saturday, Jan. 18 at 6 p.m. The fi lm 
features Grace Kelly and is directed by Alfred Hitchcock. 
Admission is free.

Holiday hours
The library will be closed on Monday, Jan. 20 in ob-
servance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. The library will 
reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 21 at 10 a.m.

Thursday SPL Book Club
The club will meet on Thursday, Jan. 23 at 6:30 p.m. 
The reading selection is “Rabbi Jesus” by Bruce Chilton. 
Everyone is welcome.

Reptile encounter
Join Mark Perpetua for a winter adventure involving 
many types of live reptiles on Saturday, Jan. 25 at 11 
a.m. The event is suitable for all ages.

Film screening of Vivre Sa Vie (My Life to Live)
The Saugerties Film Society will present a screening of 
the 1962 fi lm, Vivre Sa Vie (My Life to Live) on Saturday, 
Jan. 25 at 6 p.m. The fi lm features Anna Karina and is 
directed by Jean-Luc Godard. Admission is free.

Book Group
The group will meet on Wednesday, Jan. 29 at 6:30 
p.m. The reading selection is “When the Men Were 
Gone” by Marjorie Herrera Lewis. Everyone is welcome.

Clases de Ingles/ English Class
Clases de Ingles gratis. No se requiere registro. Free 
English class. No registration required. Classes are held 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 9-10:30 a.m. in the 
community room.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington Ave. 
The library webpage is www.saugertiespubliclibrary.
org. Calls and emails are welcome at (845) 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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