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New Paltz 
Democratic 
leadership 
schism erupts
by Terence P Ward

N
EARLY HALF THE members 
of the Democratic committee 
in New Paltz are “severing 
their relationships” with that 

group, citing backroom politics and age 
discrimination, according to a statement 
released by the now-former committee 
members. There are now nine open-
ings on this political committee, mem-
bers of which are charged with drum-
ming up support for candidates in this 
largely one-party town. They laid out 
their reasons in a letter sent to the New 
Paltz Times, asserting that they reached 
this mutual decision “due to a toxic six-
month campaign of age discrimination, 
threats and bullying by a newly-minted 
majority backed by New Paltz town, vil-
lage and county offi  cials.” Some of that 
rationale has been called into question 
by those they left behind, among other 
community members.

PLUS: ALMANAC WEEKLY I N S I D E

Continued on page 16

Van Loan chief 
assistant DA

A 
VETERAN PROSECUTOR 
WITH expertise in sex crimes 
and domestic violence cases 
will serve as Ulster County’s 

new chief as-
sistant district 
attorney. In-
coming DA 
Dave Clegg an-
nounced this 
week that he 
had appointed 
Katherine Van 
Loan to the 
number-two spot in his offi  ce. 

Van Loan, the fi rst woman to hold the 
chief ADA post, has served in the Ulster 
County DA’s offi  ce for over 20 years. The 
Special Victims Bureau she heads handles 
cases involving sex crimes, domestic vio-
lence and human traffi  cking. Van Loan 
also serves as the offi  ce’s liaison to the 
county Family and Child Advocacy Cen-
ter and the county’s Safe Harbor initiative.

Van Loan will replace former chief 
ADA Mike Kavanagh, Clegg’s opponent 
in the district attorney’s race. ++

Continued on page 7

Globally inspired, locally sourced
Bruce Kazan’s Main Course Marketplace celebrates its 30th anniversary this year

LAUREN THOMAS

Bruce Kazan and the Main Course staff  are celebrating 30 years in business.

by Sharyn Flanagan

W
HEN BRUCE KAZAN fi rst opened Main Course Marketplace in New Paltz, 30 years 
ago this May, the farm-to-table movement had not yet arrived in the Hudson Valley. 
“Back in the day, catering up here was a tray of ziti and a tray of meatballs,” he says. 
“The Hudson Valley had not come of age yet.”

The revolution in the way we eat -- a product of the combined eff orts of local farmers and chefs 
along with the considerable infl uence of the nearby Culinary Institute -- was still in its formative 
stages in this region in 1990. “Very few chefs here at the time were concerned with sourcing lo-
cally, but we were doing it from the very beginning,” Kazan says. “I was making connections with 
as many people as I could locally, fi guring out what they were growing, and how I could source 
the products from them. I didn’t start that evolution, but it was gaining steam in our area at the 
time. And I wanted to drive that, I wanted to grow with that; I was willing to put myself out there.”

The fi rst iteration of Main Course Marketplace was a few blocks north of its current location at 
175 Main Street, where the business was relocated 12 years ago. Initially slanted more toward cater-
ing than the café -- a 70-30 ratio at fi rst -- the focus is now more equally balanced, with 60 percent 
of the business catering events and 40 percent devoted to the “market,” the on-site eatery and 
take-out operation. And while readers of Hudson Valley magazine have voted Main Course their 
favorite caterer in the annual competition every year since 1994, “The market can defi nitely stand 
on its own,” says Kazan. “And I think part of it is that the concept really works in today’s times, 
where people are not willing to compromise the integrity of the food that they’re putting into their 
bodies.”

The food he serves is “clean,” Kazan explains; nutritious, low in sodium and saturated fat, 
enhanced with aromatics for fl avor. Ingredients for the globally-inspired menu items are sourced 
locally from more than a dozen farms in the area, with some of the farmers collaborating with the 
chef each spring to grow specifi c products for him.

And the casual, self-service approach to dining at Main Course is designed to make eating out 
more aff ordable. Orders are placed at the counter and picked up when ready, plated on china 

Katherine Van Loan.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

NEW PALTZ | EVENT
Partners in Preservation awards
to be presented on January 22

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) of 
the Village of New Paltz will present two Partners in 
Preservation awards at the January 22 Village Board 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the large meeting room at 
Village Hall, located at 25 Plattekill Avenue. Certifi -
cates of appreciation will be given to Allen Ross Ar-
chitecture and Willingham Engineering.

 Allen Ross, owner of Allen Ross Architecture at 153 
Main Street, is being honored for improvements to his 
property’s porch and lattice work, new bluestone steps 
and walkways and new signage. Andrew Willingham, 
principal of Willingham Engineering, is recognized for 
improvements to the landscaping and walkways of his 
craftsman-style bungalow at 183 Main Street.

The awards are made for the year 2019. Since 2010 
the Historic Preservation Commission has recognized 
Village property owners who have made signifi cant 
improvements to their homes or places of business, or 
have maintained them with particular care.

“We celebrate and thank our 2019 recipients for 
their proactive approaches toward the village’s built 
environment with their historically sensitive treat-
ments of their properties, both of which are very 
much part of the overall aesthetic of upper Main 
Street,” said HPC chair Thomas Olsen. “They join a 
growing number of property owners in the village 
who contribute to and honor the architectural integ-
rity of our community.”

 Village property owners are invited to learn more 
about the Partners in Preservation award and his-
toric preservation in general. The commission main-
tains an online guide to best practices in historic 
preservation, created by graphic designer Gillian 
Potts Barnard: see http://www.newpaltzvillage.org/
historic-preservation-commission or contact the 
commission at hpc@villageofnewpaltz.org.

The Open Space Institute unveils 
‘Saving the Shawangunks’ story 
map 

Over the past four decades, the Open Space In-
stitute (OSI) has led the way in protecting scenic 
landscapes, dramatic waterfalls and windswept 
cliff s along the iconic Shawangunk Ridge, while also 
increasing public access to these now-conserved 
lands. Today, that story comes alive through OSI’s 
new “Saving the Shawangunks” story map, which 
presents a time-lapsed, interactive guide to land pro-
tection on the Ridge. The new multimedia project 
highlights the Ridge’s unique history and habitats, as 
well as the eff ort to improve the public experience 
on the land -- including eff orts to build a new visitor 
center for Minnewaska.

“Saving the Shawangunks,” which can be viewed 
at https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/76d3f217f5
974188a41b81434eb3cca2, tells the story of this con-
servation, from eff orts to stop the construction of a 
massive hotel and condominium development, to 
present-day eff orts to expand Minnewaska and re-
store and create carriage roads and trails. Harness-
ing the power of maps, video, photography and nar-
rative text, the story map platform presents a new 
way to understand the iconic Shawangunk land-
scape that is visited by some 700,000 people every 
year.

“OSI is proud to debut the “Saving the Shawan-

gunks” story map. The project not only details the 
conservation history of the Shawangunk Ridge, it 
also delves into the wildlife and rare plants that call 
this place home,” said Kim Elliman, president and 
CEO of OSI.

Featuring cinematic drone photography of the 
land’s dramatic cliff s, crystal clear sky lakes and 
roaring waterfalls, the new story map touches on the 
history and unique habitats of the land -- while also 
exploring a highly anticipated new, four-season visi-
tor center. To learn more about the eff ort to create 
the Visitor Center, visit: www.openspaceinstitute.
org/places/minnewaska-visitor-center-campaign.

Baseball and soft ball registration is 
now open

Spring registration for New Paltz recreation base-

ball and softball is open now through January 31, 
2020 for children of all ages. Children ages 13 years 
or older can also register for league umpire posi-
tions.

For information and secure, online registration, 
visit www.npbsa.com.

New Paltz Rescue kicks off  a year of 
community preparedness

Throughout the year, New Paltz Rescue Squad 
paramedics and EMTs will be in the community 
teaching Stop the Bleed courses to members of the 
public. Stop the Bleed is a national program where 
participants gain the ability to recognize life-threat-
ening bleeding and intervene eff ectively. The New 
Paltz Rescue Squad leadership has dedicated itself to 
teaching as many Stop the Bleed courses as possible 
throughout 2020. On January 7, 41 staff  members of 
the New Paltz Middle School were the fi rst step in the 
year-long campaign.

Stop the Bleed was developed in the aftermath 
of the Sandy Hook shootings and is the standard 
by which people across the United States are being 
taught life-saving skills. To date, one-million people 
have been taught. The course includes a presenta-
tion followed by hands-on application of tourniquet 
use and wound packing.

Repair Café on January 18 in New Paltz

T
HE REPAIR CAFÉ in New Paltz invites everyone to bring a “beloved but broken” item to 
be repaired for free by an expert this Saturday, January 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
New Paltz United Methodist Church, located at the corner of Main and Grove Streets. 
The Repair Cafe in New Paltz invites everyone to bring a “beloved but broken” item to 

be repaired for free by an expert who is also your neighbor. The date is Saturday, January 18 from 
10:00AM to 2:00PM at the New Paltz United Methodist Church on the corner of Main and Grove 
Streets.

And this time, organizers welcome zipper specialist Michelle Elise, who is a professional cos-
tumer. All of the regular repair categories will also be covered: mechanical, electrical, electronic 
and digital, textile mending and jewelry repairs and things made of wood. Felicia Casey, a true doll 
expert, will be on hand. Vince Murray will again bring his welding truck for metal repairs (weather 
permitting). Don Grice will provide photo restoration for your damaged or faded photograph and 
well-known author and journalist Vern Benjamin will off er “wordsmithing” for any type of writing 
you bring to him.

At Repair Café, kids will be able to see all kinds of broken things get fi xed at the take-apart-and-
create table -- a learning activity supervised by re-use specialists Amy Bloomfi eld of the Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation and Holly Shader, a middle school science teacher. 

Repair Café is an all-volunteer project now in its seventh year at the New Paltz United Methodist 
Church. Coff ee and tea are free, with home-baked treats, apples and bananas by donation.

For additional information, visit www.repaircafehv.org.

The Repair Café in New Paltz invites everyone to bring a “beloved but broken” item to be repaired for 
free by an expert this Saturday, January 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the New Paltz United Methodist 
Church.

KITCHENS

SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz

845.255.2022

CABINET SHOP
Woodstock 

845.679.2002

Quality Kitchens & Baths



June 14, 2012  •  3  January 16, 2020 • 3  New Paltz Times 

In addition to this training for lay people, the res-
cue squad is also making an eff ort to train its own 
providers to be better prepared for traumatic events 
and recently sent two paramedics and two EMTs to 
the State Preparedness Training Center (SPTC) for 
Rescue Task Force training. Rescue Task Force is the 
concept in which emergency medical services could 
be escorted onto a scene much earlier than in the 
past. Under the direct escort of armed police, life-
saving medical intervention could be provided in-
stead of being critically delayed. 

Throughout the year, the rescue squad will be set-
ting up training in the community and is working to-
wards equipping locations throughout the town with 
the tools they are training people on. 

  

Historical miniature wargaming
at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library will host an informational 
meeting for historical miniature wargaming this Satur-
day, January 18 from 2 to 3 p.m. Attendees are given the 
opportunity to look at history a whole new way as bat-
tles are strategized table-top style. Designing fi gurines 
and terrain will also be explored during gaming time. 

This program was made possible through a grant 
from the Historical Miniature Gaming Society. It will 
continue to meet monthly on the third Saturday. 
For more information, contact Carolyn Thorenz at 
cthorenz@rcls.org. 

Events take place in the library community room, 
located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.

Gardiner Library presents Slow Jam

The Gardiner Library will off er Slow Jam this Sun-
day, January 19 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. All musicians 
and acoustic instruments are welcome. The Slow 
Jam allows those new to playing an acoustic instru-
ment to practice with some friendly, local musicians. 
Participants play at a slower pace, so everyone is 
given the chance to learn the songs. There’s no audi-
ence and no pressure.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Kindergarten registration to be held 
at Duzine Elementary School 

Kindergarten registration will be held at Duzine 
Elementary School on Monday, February 3 through 
Thursday, February 13 for children who will enter 
kindergarten in September 2020. The registration 
process takes approximately 15 minutes and it is not 
necessary for parents to bring their children with 
them. The registration forms are available on the 

district website www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us or in the 
Duzine offi  ce. Please call Jennifer or Jocelyn at (845) 
256-4350 to schedule an appointment. 

During your Kindergarten registration time, you will 
be asked to select a time for your child to be screened 
during the period of April 20 through May 1. 

In addition, a kindergarten reception will take 
place on April 1 (last names beginning A-L at 10:30 
a.m. and last names beginning M-Z at 1:30 p.m.). 
During this reception, parents will learn about their 
child’s transition into school and the children will 
participate in separate activities including a short 
bus ride, story time in the library, a building tour, a 
visit to the playground and a snack in the cafeteria.

Hudson Valley Humanists
to meet on January 19

The Hudson Valley Humanists will meet this Sun-
day, January 19, 6 p.m., at the New Paltz Community 
Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive in New Paltz. 

The guest speaker will be Dr. Tom Rocco. The topic 
will be: “What do Epicurus and Epicureanism have 
to say to Humanists?” Epicurus, an ancient Greek, 
developed a completely “natural” explanation of the 
world as we see it, not caused by any supernatural 
force. He also proposed that life is to be lived now, 
not projected into an unseeable future state, that the 
good life means a life of pleasure rooted in friend-
ship and good relations with others of like mind, 
staying away from confl ict as much as possible. 

Hudson Valley Humanists will be collecting toilet-
ries and other necessities for Family of New Paltz. 
The meeting is free and open to the public. Refresh-
ments will be served. For more information, e-mail 
auer1@att.net . 

Teen Advisory Board meeting
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library invites teens between the 
ages of 13 and 18 to join the Teen Advisory Board at 
the Gardiner Library. The next meeting takes place this 
Sunday, January 19 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. and contin-
ues to meet on the third Sunday of the month. Help 
with collection development (what books should the 
library get), program development (design programs 
teens would like to go to) and assist with upcoming 
events. Attendees receive community service hours. 
Snacks are included, and all are welcome.

Events take place in the library community room, 
located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary. 

Walkway Over the Hudson
winter schedule 

Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Site has 
resumed its winter schedule and has suspended its 
elevator service. Regular elevator service is expect-
ed to resume in April 2020.

Business and Tax

Foster & Schmalkuche PC�Foster & Schmalkuche CPA’s has been helping individuals  
and businesses by providing expert tax, accounting and  

consulting services for over 35 years… and counting!

www.fandscpa.com    |    info@fandscpa.com 
2135 Route 44-55, PO Box 300 Gardiner, NY    |    845-255-1813

Accent Insurance Group understands the needs of general contractors in New York.  
As an independent insurance agency, we take pride in reviewing your options with 
multiple insurance companies and comparing protection and prices. Whether you’re 
a contractor, plumber, electrician, mason or other building trade, we’ll provide you 
with the best policy, tailored just for you.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:    

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

NEED CONTRACTORS INSURANCE?

DAVID R. DOLAN, CPA, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

TWO LOCATIONS
2901 Route 9W By Appointment Only
Saugerties, NY 12477 34 North Road
Ph. (845) 246-8934 Tillson, NY 12486

www.Dolancpapc.com
Year Round Tax, Accounting & Payroll Services for Individuals,

Businesses, Estates, Trusts & LLCs

 ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 
PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • RELIABLE

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

Have you reviewed your  
insurance lately?  

Give us a call at 845-255-7806
for a second opinion.

DevineInsurance.com
58 N. Chestnut St., New Paltz, NY 12561
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NEW PALTZ | TOWN & VILLAGE

New Paltz Food Recovery Program

T
HE TOWN OF New Paltz’s Food Recovery Program partnered with several local organiza-
tions in 2019 to collect leftover food to be distributed to local pantries and soup kitchens. 
New Paltz’s Food Recovery Program has coordinated donations and volunteers to pick up 
excess food to keep the shelves at local food pantries full, as well as tracking associated 

weights. The success of the New Paltz Food Recovery program is due to the dedication of many 
reliable volunteers. This step to feed the hungry helped the town move up the EPA food recovery 
hierarchy as part of its zero waste initiative and has positioned itself to be ready for the July 2020 Ul-
ster County Mandatory Food Scraps and Composting Law. The composting law will require anyone 
who generates more than two tons of food scraps per week to divert it to food recovery programs 
or to a compost facility. The weights will incrementally drop over the next two years to one-half 
ton per week. 

In 2019, the New Paltz Food Recovery Program collected over 18 tons of food. Its partners in-
cluded: Timberlake Campground (donated 6,040 pounds); Sodexo of SUNY New Paltz (donated 
9,900 pounds); The Bakery (donated 4,172 pounds) and Topps Friendly Market (donated 9,100 
pounds). Other donations were received through the Food Insecurity Collaborative and Ulstercorp 
Glean Team 

“The New Paltz Food Recovery Program expects to triple the volume of food collected and fi ll 
the pantries of Ulster County,” said Laura Petit, New Paltz Recycling Coordinator and author of the 
New Paltz Zero Waste Plan.

NEW PALTZ | RECYCLING

The Town of New Paltz’s Food Recovery Program partnered with several local organizations in 2019 to 
collect leftover food to be distributed to local pantries and soup kitchens. 

Climate Smart silver 
certifi cation within 
reach in New Paltz
by Terence P Ward

A
USTRALIA MAY BE burning and glaciers 
melting, but in New Paltz progress was 
made during 2019 toward the goal of less-
ening human impacts on climate change. 

Janelle Peotter, coordinator of New Paltz Climate 
Smart, reported at the January 8 joint meeting of 
town and village leaders about the work done toward 
receiving certifi cation as a "climate smart" commu-
nity, which can increase eligibility for state aid in an 
environment where most aid is competitively award-
ed, rather than distributed through mechanisms of 
need or patronage. Applications are being prepared 
to fi le for bronze certifi cation on behalf of town and 
village governments.

For each municipality, 23 actions under the state 
program have been logged. These include complet-
ing greenhouse gas inventories, preparing plans to 
reduce these emissions from municipal sources and 
an assessment of vulnerability to climate change 
and enacting community choice aggregation legisla-
tion which will reduce emissions for all residential 
electricity users unless they go out of their way to 
purchase electricity produced using non-renewable 
fuels. The specifi c tasks for each municipality were 
not the same in all cases, but Peotter said that each 
should easily surpass the required 120 points to ob-
tain bronze certifi cation, which has already achieved 
at the county level.

"I propose that we go for silver," Peotter told elect-
ed offi  cials. With a current score of 156 for the village 
and 184 for the town, both are more than halfway to 
the 300 points required. The next tasks will be more 
costly to implement, however, such as purchasing 
electric vehicles as they become available, enacting 
no-idling policies and converting sewage treatment 

plants to electric power. New buildings for municipal 
functions -- court, police, fi re -- are being designed to 
maximize energy effi  ciency and minimize reliance 
on fossil fuels; those eff orts will receive credit for 
this process. Increasingly at all levels, eff orts to re-
duce carbon emissions and otherwise mitigate for or 
minimize the impacts of a changing climate become 
more and more expensive, as experts have warned 
for decades.

Peotter said that the New Paltz Climate Smart task 
force members host monthly meetups, each with a 
particular topic as the focus. Details about these can 
be found on the group's Facebook page. ++

"Near-term solution" in works
for 51 Main in New Paltz

The "rectangle" of lower Main Street in New Paltz, 
number 51, has been a topic of conversation for some 
years. Once it started being built, many who drove 
by started wondering how something that tall got ap-
proved; such hindsight is not uncommon at the local 
level. It wasn't the building's height that resulted in 
its current, nearly-complete-yet-vacant state, how-
ever. What developer Dmitri Viglis' architect didn't 
contemplate in the original design where to put the 
heating and air conditioning and other mechanical 
units. With the structure scraping the maximum 35-
foot height for that zone, they couldn't be put on the 
roof. Rearranging elements resulted in a design that 
involved burying propane tanks under the parking 
around back, but the tanks would have been close 
enough to a village-owned lot that trustees had the 
right to deny the proposal, and did out of safety and 

liability concerns. The parking area in question also 
has a number of easements upon it which compli-
cate the matter; there are eff orts ongoing to sell the 
small lot to a private party which have not yet born 
fruit. The story also includes approvals granted and 
withdrawn, and formal notices to get the job done 
coming from village building inspectors.

When attorney Paul Ackerman appeared at the 
January 8 Village Board meeting to ask for a meeting 
to discuss how to bring this tale to an end and get 
the building opened for tenants, mayor Tim Rogers 
told him that village offi  cials were close to reaching 
a "near-term solution" to overcome hardships he 
believes Viglis created when he "overlooked that he 
would need to use village property" for it to work. 
"We've been trying to sort that out on behalf of your 
client," he said.

"I don't think we should get into the weeds on 
this," deputy mayor KT Tobin said as the two started 
talking over one another. The public discussion was 
quickly thereafter closed, but presumably more de-
tails about this short-term solution will be forthcom-
ing.

-- Terence P Ward

Next energy code won't be enough 
to meet governor's effi  ciency goals; 
local laws being sought to fi ll the gap

Governor Andrew Cuomo has set ambitious goals 
for reducing how much energy is used in the state, 
and how it's generated. However, the next version of 
the state energy code -- the part of the state building 
codes focused on reducing how much juice it takes 
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to heat, cool, and otherwise provide electricity in 
structures -- is not seen as suffi  cient to support those 
goals. Unable to roll out a statewide solution, the 
governor has proxies from the New York State Ener-
gy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) 
out trying to convince municipal leaders to pass into 
local law a "stretch energy code" to mandate more ef-
fi ciency than state lawmakers are prepared to them-
selves.

NYSERDA representative Marylin Dare pitched the 
idea to New Paltz village and town representatives at 
their January 8 joint meeting. Passing a more restric-
tive set of local rules is perfectly legal in New York 
under the concept of home rule. Dare explained that 
by passing a standardized code package to improve 
effi  ciency in new and renovated buildings, support 
and training for local building inspectors would be 
available through NYSERDA. The package includes 
higher standards for lighting, electricity, the build-
ing envelope including windows and compatibility 
with emerging technology.

The cycle of state bureaucracy is such that new 
state building codes are passed to match federal 
standards every three years, but according to Dare, 
the federal standards are "leveling off " and that regi-
men won't result in more effi  ciency. Mayor Tim Rog-
ers pressed for more, asking why these suggestions 
can't simply be approved at the state level rather 
than asking for the cost of passing a new law to be 
assumed locally. Dare's explanation was that there was 
"pushback" to that idea, but in the future these require-
ments "might be a mandate." She also hinted that there 
might be incentives made available in the future to 
communities with such a "stretch" code in place.

-- Terence P Ward

"Stealing is bad"

New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers wants people to 
know that not only is stealing bad, but stealing water 
from a fi re hydrant is far from a victimless crime. A 
local contractor was caught taking water from a hy-
drant recently and charges will be pressed. As Rog-
ers explained, opening a hydrant by an untrained 
person can lead to a "water hammer," an imbalance 
of pressure in the system that can lead to one of the 
aging local water mains to break and will also lead to 
brown water coming out of some users' faucets. The 
wet hydrants used in New Paltz also get winterized 
by municipal workers, who clear out all the water 
from the pipes and add some antifreeze to guard 
against freezing. This needs to be done every time 
fi refi ghters use a given hydrant over the winter to 
keep them working, and water theft isn't followed by 
the winterizing process. It's possible that water left 
in a hydrant will freeze solid and render it inoper-
able when it's needed most.

-- Terence P Ward

NEW PALTZ | SCHOOL BOARD

The search is on

New Paltz School Board members are already 
deep into the process to replace Maria Rice as super-
intendent, with an eye on having a new person at the 
helm this summer. A considerable amount of time at 
the January 8 board meeting was devoted to striking 
the best balance between effi  ciency and transparen-
cy during this closely-watched process. A dedicated 
page on the district web site is being used to compile 
publicly available information about the search, and 
applications to participate in one of the focus groups 
were due the same day as this meeting.

Trustee Sophia Skiles expressed interest in nam-
ing a smaller group of board members to handle lo-
gistical issues such as coordinating refreshments and 

child care around these groups and other events, 
which her colleagues readily agreed to after discus-
sion, but it’s also clear that all seven board members 
want to be as engaged in the hiring process as can 
be. Vigorous discussion around ways to incorporate 
as many stakeholder voices into this process took 
place.

The focus groups themselves will be conducted at 
arm’s length; no trustees will be present in the in-
terest of not impacting how members express them-
selves. From those conversations it’s hoped to get 
a better understanding of what qualities are most 
desirable in a new superintendent and what kind of 
person would “refl ect our shared values,” according 
to board president Kathy Preston. They will be pro-
vided fi ndings from those groups as well as from the 
online survey, which is available in two languages as 
of press time with plans to have it translated into “all 
the languages spoken in the district,” Preston said. 
Testing of the online survey suggests that, while the 
fi rst question is about the participant’s role in the 
school community, the four questions that follow 
are not impacted by the response to the fi rst.

Eff orts to identify diff erent ways to fi nd commu-
nity members is something of a “diagnostic about 
our connection to the community,” said Sophia 
Skiles. She suggested that outreach might be an ap-
propriate task to devote to a smaller group. Board 
members discussed how best to reach community 
members who speak languages in addition to Eng-
lish and spoke about their commitment to make the 
eff ort necessary to connect especially with members 
of underrepresented groups. Including all commu-
nity members in the early conversation, Preston 
explained, is key to getting a diversity of voices in-
volved when it comes time to interview candidates.

Interim superintendent Bernard Josefsbeg shared 
only brief, prepared comments about the many “in-
tense conversations” he’d been having with people 
in the school’s community in the two weeks since 
he became district caretaker. “People are wondering 
what’s next,” he said, and “I embody the theme of 
transition as an interim.” However, one person who 
spoke with him inadvertently reminded Josefsberg 
that he can also “focus away from adult dramas” such 
as the challenges of fi nding a new superintendent to 
replace him. That person shared appreciation for 
what New Paltz teachers do for children, reminding 
the interim superintendent that “the core mission of 
teaching and learning is not in transition.”

-- Terence P Ward

Survey available to all New Paltz 
Central School District residents on 
superintendent of schools

As part of its ongoing superintendent search pro-
cess, the New Paltz Central School District Board of 
Education is seeking community input on the expe-
rience, skills and characteristics desired for its next 
superintendent of schools. 

Parents, staff  members, students and community 
residents are invited to contribute to this important 
decision by participating in a brief survey, which is 
available in both English and Spanish. The survey 
can be accessed from the announcements section on 
the district’s homepage at www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us 
and will be available through January 31.

This is your opportunity to share what qualities 
you would like to see in the next superintendent. 
The district’s search expert, Robert Christmann of 
the New York State Leadership Group, will use the 
results of the survey, along with the feedback gath-
ered from stakeholder focus groups, to create a pro-
fi le that will help identify potential candidates that 
best suit the needs of the district.

Please take the online survey and share your opin-
ions. Any questions can be directed to the Board of 
Education at boe@newpaltz.k12.ny.us.

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm | Sat 8am-6pm | Sun 9am-1pm
4 Dusinberre Rd. Gardiner NY 12525 | (845) 255-5494

www.majesticshardware.com

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES
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Gardiner commits to develop 
Natural Resources Inventory,
with DEC help

In a move that has been urged for years by the 
town’s Environmental Conservation Commission 
and enthusiastically adopted by its recently revived 
Open Space Commission (OSC), the Town of Gar-
diner has fi nally committed itself to developing a 
Natural Resources Inventory (NRI). At its January 7 
meeting, the Town Board voted unanimously (with 
Laura Walls absent) to approve the proposal to cre-
ate the NRI, after OSC chair Jean-Ann McGrane an-
nounced that the New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation’s Hudson River Estuary 
Program has agreed to provide technical assistance 
on the project.

The text of the resolution notes that “an NRI con-
tains information about a town’s natural resources -- 
groundwater, streams, mineral resources, wetlands, 
farmlands, habitats, plants and wildlife -- that can 
inform land use planning and decisionmaking and 
serve as an education tool.” It goes on to say that the 
Estuary Program’s contribution will include “guid-
ance to create a basic NRI incorporating information 
from prior town plans and studies and create a series 
of resource maps,” utilizing GIS mapping technology 
that is in regular use by the environmental agency.

Over the years, various members of the Town 
Board, Planning Board and Zoning Board of Ap-
peals have articulated the need for an NRI to aug-
ment the Town Code and Comprehensive Plan with 
quantitative data to guide their decisions regarding 
development in Gardiner, particularly of potentially 

ecologically sensitive parcels of land. The need has 
now come to the forefront as municipal offi  cials 
work on a new game plan for the monitoring of con-
servation easements donated to the town. The En-
vironmental Conservation Commission (ECC) has 
traditionally fi lled the role of supplying reports to 
the boards on potential environmental impacts for 
each development proposal, but creating each re-
port from scratch is a massive task that has taken a 
toll on the ECC’s membership. The commission, cur-
rently severely understaff ed, has long advocated for 
a townwide baseline of ecological resources to be 
established.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Gardiner’s Tourism-Related 
Accommodation Law set for 
February 11 public hearing

A fi nal version of the proposed “Local Law to 
Amend Chapters 200 and 220 of the Town of Gardin-
er Town Code Regulating Certain Tourism-Related 
Accommodation Uses” was adopted by the Gardiner 
Town Board at its meeting on January 7. A public 
hearing will be held at Town Hall on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 11 before the board can vote to enact the law.

Several small tweaks were made to the proposed 
legislation, with advice from town attorney Allyson 
Phillips of Young/Sommer, LLC. For example, the 
word “paying” was deleted from the description of 
transient guests under the defi nition of a “lodging fa-
cility.” And the word “year-round” was deleted from 
the defi nition of a “resort.” “It could be for a sea-
sonal activity,” such as cross-country skiing, town 
supervisor Marybeth Majestic pointed out.

The fi nal version of the proposed local law, which 
is intended to update parts of the code that regu-
late lodgings, resorts and campgrounds and remove 
any vague or contradictory language, is available on 
the town’s website for residents to peruse at www.
townofgardiner.org/laws-planning-zoning.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Rosendale rehires retiring water/
sewer superintendent Johnson to 
oversee transition

After 38 years on the job, Terry Johnson, superin-
tendent of the Rosendale Water and Sewer Depart-
ments, has made himself so essential to the running 
of the municipal infrastructure that the town can’t 
bear to let him go. Johnson has been trying to retire 
for about a year now, and his last offi  cial day as a full-
time employee will be January 23. But at its January 
8 meeting, the Town Board passed a resolution re-
hiring him part-time eff ective February 1. “I will sec-
ond the heck out of that,” councilman John Hughes, 
board liaison to the Water and Sewer Departments, 
said when town supervisor Jeanne Walsh moved for 
adoption of the resolution.

Johnson’s new title will be superintendent of spe-
cial projects. The position is anticipated to require 
his services for 15 hours per week and to last for “at 
least two years,” Walsh explained. Capital projects 
already on his to-do list to oversee include ongo-
ing water meter installations in both the Rosendale 
and High Falls Water Districts; replacement of the 
town’s water tower on Sand Hill Road; renovating 
and upgrading the sewer plant; installing a genera-
tor at the sewer lift station; overseeing the hookup 
of the SUNY Ulster campus to supply lines from the 
High Falls Water District; overseeing the shutdowns 
by the New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection of the water supply to High Falls from the 
Catskill Aqueduct; and making himself available for 
meetings with engineers, contractors and town of-
fi cials and boards.

On his immediate agenda: helping to train the 
new operators who will be taking over much of what 
Johnson used to do. The town has already entered 
into a three-year contract with a water and waste-
water facility operations fi rm, Environmental Con-
sultants, LLC, to assume the day-to-day running of 
Rosendale’s municipal plumbing systems. “They’re 
just going to do operations,” Walsh said. “There’s a 
big transition underway,” said Hughes. “There’s a lot 
of institutional knowledge for Terry to pass on.” He 
noted that Johnson’s expertise had bailed the High 
Falls system out of a jam just the day before, when 
a burnt-out valve shut down a computer and caused 
a water service interruption. “Terry fi gured it out,” 
Hughes said. “There’s about 7,000 feet of circuitry 
wire, and he found the problem.”

The decision to engage outside consultants came 
about when, according to Walsh, only one quali-
fi ed applicant responded to the town’s search for 
a new employee to replace Johnson, and that indi-
vidual turned down the job off er. “There’s nobody 
out there” with Johnson’s skillset and experience 
combining both water and wastewater systems, the 
supervisor said. “If you want a job in the future, be-
come a water and sewer operator,” councilman Matt 
Igoe advised the audience at the Town Board meet-
ing. “It’s the highest-paying job in the town, and no-
body’s applying for it.”

-- Frances Marion Platt
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12 month no interest  
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New Paltz Democrats
(Continued from page 1) 

Jane Schanberg, contact person for the group of 
nine, stressed that the statement in full was written, 
edited and agreed upon by all. She contrasted the 
process to participating on the Democratic Commit-
tee itself, which in her experience was characterized 
by divisive comments that caused rancor and age-re-
lated bias that she said was present during her entire 
two-and-a-half years as a member. Schanberg was 
vice-chair of the committee. The other eight parting 
ways with the committee are chair Josh Honig, re-
cording secretary Ray Miller, Lawrence Badendyck, 
Amy Cohen, Terry Dungan, Randy Kitzmann, Mag-
gie Veve and L. Pearl Lee.

The statement recounts that, in July of last year, 
committee member Dan Torres calculated the medi-
an ages of “two factions,” and then Torres “went on 
to blame communication problems on age dispar-
ity.” While that’s one of the identifi able diff erences 
in the two groups, the framing of the statement pres-
ents another, with those “severing” labeling them-
selves as “independent” in contrast to the ones left 
behind, many of whom are serving in other elected 
capacities.

According to Schanberg, that’s an important dis-
tinction. “It’s a high percentage of elected offi  cials. 
They have night meetings, and are very busy, and 
can’t give as much time, and some of us believe 
[[committee membership] should be . . . representa-
tives of the community.”

Committee seats are, in fact, elected positions. 
Any registered Democrat can collect signatures on a 
petition to run for one of the 20 seats, two for each 
of the town’s election districts. If more people get 
the requisite number of names during the petition 
period, voters select the winner during the primary 
election, but usually that doesn’t happen. What does 
occur as candidates for the committee collect signa-
tures for themselves, is that they also get signatures 
for other party candidates, which is arguably their 
most important function. Another job which could 
be seen as equally important is getting party mem-
bers out to vote for their candidates. Members of 
each faction fall short in one of those jobs, if mem-
bers of the other faction are to be believed.

“I didn’t see any of them getting out the vote this 
year or last,” Schanberg said, saying that most of the 
critical work of the committee has been done by a 
minority of members. “It’s service to the voters. It’s 
not about prestige, or networking, or fi nding a job 
or prominence in the community. It’s about telling 
people what’s going on, who the candidates are and 
how to fi nd out more.”

Committee member Torres, the calculator of 
median ages, observed shortcuts in the commit-
tee membership process itself. “Committee seats 
are elected offi  ces that anyone who is an enrolled 
Democrat can run for,” he agreed. “In the past, large 
portions of the committee would not circulate peti-
tions and thus a small faction who did would simply 
appoint the remaining vacant positions. While this 
practice has largely ended, the fear of expanding the 
committee to new community members has not. It 
is my hope that more people will decide to take part 
in the democratic process and the work of the com-
mittee.”

The severed nine maintain in their statement that 
one of their collective concerns was the expansion of 
membership through appointment of new associate 
members “that decreased diversity and increased 
discrimination based on age.” Schanberg could not 
name anyone over 60 who was voted down for an 
appointed committee seat, but said, “I’m sure there 
were some.” Moreover, she maintains that the “tox-

ic” atmosphere served as a deterrent.
Committee member Eve Walter agrees with that 

sentiment. “From my start on the [committee] near-
ly every member expressed, at at least one point or 
another, that [it] was dysfunctional. Many meetings 
were spent in this dysfunction rather than on the ob-
jectives of getting good Democrats elected. . . . . On 
many occasions multiple members articulated that it 
is the primary responsibility of the chair to respond 
to and actively work to make the group a function-
ing group. The chair at the time made no eff ort to 
achieve this.”

According to Walter, two processes which erupt-
ed from that dysfunction will have eff ectively been 
resolved by this mass resignation: an attempt to re-
move Honig as committee chair, and pending charg-
es against Dungan for disloyalty.

Dungan “publicly disparaged elected Democrats 
in the local paper, including a Democratic candidate 
resulting in a request to the county for removal of 
this member due to disloyalty.” The candidate was 
Walter herself, whose campaign Dungan linked in 
his October 3, 2019 letter to “sordid intrigues” and 
“cheap-shot politics.”

Walter explained how issues with Honig unfolded 
in her recollection: he had missed some meetings, 
and allowed Schanberg to run others, due to health 
reasons, and then “the regularly-scheduled Novem-
ber meeting was never called. . . . The chair [Honig] 
was unresponsive to many attempts to communicate 

regarding this meeting by many members. As a re-
sult, the corresponding secretary called the meet-
ing. The chair didn’t attend. This occurred again in 
December. Again the corresponding secretary called 
and the chair remained silent. A motion was made 
and passed to remove the chair.” It was determined 
with the help of attorneys that neither the town nor 
county committee by-laws are particularly clear on 
that point, “however, there is clear language on re-
placing a chair due to vacancy,” and most members 
of the executive board thought it was warranted.

“We were advised that the town committee should 
make the determination of vacancy at our next meet-
ing and set a special election for a new chair. The vice-
chair [Schanberg] asked for my assistance to identify 
dates for the special meeting, and asked the county 
vice-chair who agreed to attend to assist with the elec-
tion.” The process was going to be explained at the Jan-
uary 9 meeting, but, “Several hours before the meeting 
nine members, including the chair and vice-chair, pub-
licly resigned. None attended the January 9 meeting. 
Those resignations [were] accepted.”

Schanberg affi  rmed the sentiment in the state-
ment that the former committee members intend 
on remaining active in local politics, leveraging their 
experience and refusing to be recast as irrelevant. 
Their former colleagues were reportedly scheduled 
to interview a new potential member on January 9, 
who allegedly is 60 years old. ++

Voted Best Assisted Living 
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

$1000 off
Move-In Special

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living • No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home
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On a medical outreach, Ugandan children lead us through a rural village surrounded by 
sugarcane plantations outside of the city of Jinja.

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Residents of a rural village outside the city of Jinja, Uganda wait in line for medical 
treatment in November 2019.

by Frances Marion Platt

S
EVERAL DOZEN PARISHIONERS and friends 
of the New Paltz Reformed Church gathered 
last Friday evening in the cozy Fireside Room 
of the Wullschleger Education Building on 

Huguenot Street for a slide presentation on the mis-

sion trip to Uganda that the Church sponsored in late 
October and early November of 2018. The master of 
ceremonies was Glenn Phillips, who initiated the 
church’s involvement with the AIDS Orphan Edu-
cation Trust in Uganda (AOET) after becoming the 
sponsor of an orphaned third-grader named Stella, 
now a university graduate. The trip last fall was Phil-
lips’ fourth visit to the HIV-ravaged country.

Seven other people went with him this time, 
among them Ulster Publishing’s own star photogra-
pher Lauren Thomas, so much of what was shown 
on the projection screen was art as well as documen-
tary. Resplendent in a navy-and-orange batik jacket 
that Stella had arranged to have custom-made for her 
“Dad” as a birthday gift, Phillips gave the audience a 
guided tour through the Ugandan city of Jinja, where 
the group stayed in a compound of yurts, and the 
nearby village of Bugembe. The visitors spent time 
working with orphans at the primary and secondary 
schools and a medical clinic that church members’ 
donations help to support, conducting interviews 
with 185 children as part of the monitoring process 
overseen by the local child welfare offi  ce. The group 
also conducted medical outreach visits to sugarcane 
farms on the outskirts of the town, where residents 
have minimal other access to healthcare.

Reformed Church hosts slideshow of successful Uganda mission trip
Each mission trip includes a stint of volunteer la-

bor, usually in constructing or renovating a building 
to expand one of the schools, using donations from 
parishioners to purchase materials and tools. This 
time the group scraped off  mold from the monsoon 
rains and painted the interior of a new building that 
will serve as a dormitory for students in the seventh 
level of primary school, who are expected to live 
on-premises in order to study intensively for the na-
tional examinations that will determine whether or 
not their education will continue. “We painted it a 
beautiful orange,” Phillips said. Another current ef-
fort is the construction of an additional wing to the 
secondary school, which is “very overcrowded. It 
was supposed to house 650, and now there are 900 
students.” A ground fl oor has been completed, with 
additional stories to be added on later.

Once the mission work was done, which included 
a group of sixth-graders putting on a play under the 
direction of Nancy Owen, most of the visitors went 
on a boat trip on Lake Victoria, a whitewater rafting 
trip on the headwaters of the White Nile and a safari 
to Murchison Falls and a rhinoceros sanctuary. They 
were also invited to be among more than 500 people 
in attendance at the wedding of a local chief. All pro-
vided rich visual material for the slideshow.

Largest collection of contemporary crafts 
               in the Hudson alley 
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The next expedition to Jinja and Bugembe is 
scheduled for July of 2021. The church group is plan-
ning this trip during the summer so that youths aged 
14 and up can participate when US schools are not 
in session, Phillips explained. All travelers cover 
their own expenses, and need not be parishioners 
to join the group. Anyone interested in going along 
on a future Uganda mission can request more infor-
mation from the Reformed Church website at www.
reformedchurchofnewpaltz.org/contact-us.html or 
by calling (845) 255-6340.

Another way to support the relief work in Uganda 
is by signing up to sponsor an orphan. A regular do-
nation of $40 per month covers school fees, a uni-
form, one meal a day and medical care for one stu-
dent, who would not otherwise be able to attend the 
school. The New Paltz church alone has sponsored 

54 kids, Phillips said, and profi les of three more in 
need of sponsorship were being circulated at Fri-
day’s presentation. By the evening’s end, at least one 
of them had found a sponsor. To learn more about 
AOET’s programs, visit www.aoetusa.org. ++
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Schools
Jaden Thomas-Markarian

Student events, profi les & sports

by Oliver ten Broeke

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School senior Jaden 
Thomas-Markarian is a man of many in-
terests and talents. While others might 
dispose of a hobby after several weeks or 

months of eff ort, it’s clear that Thomas-Markarian 
puts in the eff ort and sticks with his predilections.

The fi rst defi ning activity that springs to Thomas-
Markarian’s mind is skateboarding. “I like to skate-
board. I started skateboarding about 18 months 
ago… It’s actually what I wrote my college essay 
about. My friend, who I went to High Meadow with, 
texted me and asked if I wanted to skateboard. I was 
like, ‘what’s skateboarding’?” He laughs. “We met 
up at another friend’s house and played a game of 
‘S.K.A.T.E.’, which is basically like H.O.R.S.E. in bas-
ketball. Someone will do a trick and you’ll have to 
land it too.”

Thomas-Markarian mentions that he used to skate 
when he was very young, but hadn’t in some time. 
“I was decent at it, but that one game of S.K.A.T.E. 
is what got me really into it.” Since then, Thomas-
Markarian and his skateboarding group try to meet 
up as often as they can. “Skateboarding is really a 
social thing. It’s hard to get really invested in it if you 
don’t have a group of friends you do it with. Having 
a close group of friends makes you always work to 
get better, and you’ll be learning new tricks to show 
off  to them.”

The friend who originally got Thomas-Markarian 
hooked on skateboarding went to school with him 
at the High Meadow School in Stone Ridge. “I went 
there starting from kindergarten until eighth grade. 
I would describe it as an independent school, very 
community-oriented and nature-and-arts centered. 
There was a very large emphasis on performing arts 
and visual arts, too. My graduating class size was 
only 16 kids. The result of that is that you kind of 
ended up being really close friends with everyone 
in your grade; if you weren’t, you might be a little 
miserable. I made some of my closest friends there, 
who I am still very close with today.”

Upon coming to New Paltz High School, Thomas-
Markarian adapted fairly quickly, despite moving 
from a very small school to one with around 800 
students. “Freshman year, I got used to it pretty 
fast. Within the fi rst two months, I was pretty accli-
mated to the new environment and I had some new 
friends” He attributes some of his success in adjust-
ing to joining the soccer team. “Before school even 
started, I got to meet some New Paltz people on the 

soccer team pre-season, which started in August.”
Musically inclined, likely due to the teaching meth-

ods at High Meadow, Thomas-Markarian has been 
playing piano for at least ten years. “I’ve been play-
ing piano since I was six. I started out just playing 
classical piano. My dad was a really big piano player 
when he was my age, and he actually played at Carn-
egie Hall a few times.” Thomas-Markarian notes that 
his father would give him the impetus to start taking 
lessons. “One day, when I was six or seven, he just 
went up to the piano and started playing some cra-
zy, fast song. I was just like, ‘I want to be able to do 
that.’ So my parents got me and my brother a piano 
teacher.”

Conquering the easier repertoire fi rst, -- Thomas-
Markarian cites tunes such as Für Elise -- he moved 
on to more diffi  cult music. Eventually, his brother 
had an experience that would infl uence his own mu-
sical path. “My brother went to this jazz camp, called 
Litchfi eld Jazz Camp. He had a really fun time there, 
and at the end of his two week session he performed 
in the Litchfi eld Jazz Festival. It’s one of the biggest 
jazz festivals in the country, and the kids who do Li-
tchfi eld Jazz Camp get a chance to play in it.”

Going to that festival and hearing his brother in-
spired Thomas-Markarian to attend the same camp. 
“Two summers later, I did it also. Before that, I had 
been taking jazz piano lessons for about a year. Go-
ing to this camp really threw me right into it. I got 
really interested in all of the theory and all of the 
improvisation techniques and chord structures. It 

was a really big transition for me, from just play-
ing jazz and doing root-seventh chords to actually 
listening to more complex structures and playing a 
lot of diff erent tunes.” After that summer, Thomas-
Markarian continued lessons and has become more 
adept still. He considers jazz his favorite genre of 
music to play. “Whenever I go to a piano and just 
mess around, what comes out is usually something 
jazzy sounding.”

Besides giving Thomas-Markarian a great deal of 
enjoyment, playing music has netted him some gigs. 
“My friend, named Emerson Faucet, released on al-
bum on Spotify recently. He asked me, and a few of 
his other friends, if we would do a gig with him in 
the Lower East Side in this place called Piano’s Bar. 
We basically played all the songs in the album… That 
was really fun, and was technically my fi rst paid 
gig.” He also reveals that there will be more such gigs 
coming soon.

Among Thomas-Markarian’s favorite music is Gi-
ant Steps, by John Coltrane, but he makes it clear 
that his musical taste extends beyond just jazz. “I’ve 
been really into Bill Evans lately, because he’s, in my 
opinion, one of the best jazz pianists. But I like to 
listen to a lot of other music too. In some of my play-
lists, I think I have Chopin, Miles Davis and Young 
Thug in the same playlist,” he laughs, “so I say I’d 
listen to a pretty wide range of music.”

Academically, Thomas-Markarian favors math and 
logic-based curricula. “I’m probably going to study a 
good amount of math in college and I’ll probably ma-
jor in it. I also really like economics… It’s very inter-
esting, and just seems very applicable to real-world 
situations.” In sophomore year, Thomas-Markarian 
took AP Computer Science. “I really enjoyed AP 
Computer Science. That was one of my favorite 
classes here.” Thomas-Markarian indicates the dif-
fi culty of choosing just one thing to study, “There’s 
also music, and I want to learn more about music in 
college too. I kind of just have a whole jumble of dif-
ferent things I want to do.”

Applying to 14 schools, Thomas-Markarian’s fi rst 
choice is MIT. He also applied to Columbia Univer-
sity, Boston University and Brown University. While 
not set on any one job vocationally, he likes to work 
with ideas and would like to apply that to people in 
some way. “I could be a professor, in math or some-
thing like that. I’ve always really liked teaching peo-
ple.” He also considers becoming a researcher. “I’ve 
also thought about pharmacology, since I really like 
chemistry. I like that idea of doing something, where 
I’m working with ideas and I get to solve problems 
and it’s also helping other people.”

Thomas-Markarian believes that everyone should 
fi nd out more about themselves, and stay faithful 
to that image. “Figure out who you are. I think that 
once you have a really good and defi ned picture of 
who you are, that makes life so much better. Be true 
to yourself. Be able to admit when you need to learn 
more about something and be open-minded and 
ready to accept change.” ++

Jaden Thomas-Markarian.

The Arts Community Presents

Acting for Young 
Children with 
Kim Lupinacci

(BA –Theatre, MS – Early Childhood Education)

Children will learn basic acting skills including staging, 
vocalization, presentation, memorizing lines and learning 

songs.  The course will end with a performance  
for family & friends.

Starts Tues., 1/28/20 — Tues & Thurs, 3:30 - 5:00

after school at  
Duzine Elementary School (Rm. #19)

LENAPE STUDENTS WELCOME TO ATTEND!

(Registration accepted until class is full )

Ages 5–8 • 8 Weeks/16 Classes -$288

For more information, please contact: 
Kim Lupinacci at KimNP@aol.com or 845-332-9843 

Register online at: www.theartscommunity.com
The Arts Community is a Non-Profit organization

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865
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Roundball Roundup: 
Highland and New Paltz 
girls and boys

by Rich Corozine

I
T HAPPENS TO all high school sports programs 
at one time or another. And this time it is the 
Highland girls’ basketball team's turn to suf-
fer through a downslide in their fortunes. Per-

haps we are spoiled -- we the local writers who have 
watched this amazing 20-year run at the little school 
out at Pancake Hollow -- by the incomparable run 
that started with Jim Delmar 20 years ago and has 
continued with Jim Malak over the last three: eight 
Section 9 titles, three MHAL titles, but one losing 
season (in Delmar's fi rst year) and year-after-year of 
elite status in Class B of Section 9, but it is still quite 
a shock to see this year's team at 1-8 after Tuesday's 
loss to powerhouse FDR 58-33.

The reasons for the "slide" are multiple: the loss to 
graduation of (in this writer's 25 years of watching) 
the MHAL's best player ever -- and all-time leading 
scorer -- Bri Rozzi; having the youngest and least ex-
perienced team in the league with no seniors, four 
ninth-graders and an eighth-grader; and the early-
season loss of leading scorer sophomore Bridgette 
Carle -- who had a breakout freshman year -- to a 
season-ending knee injury. It's all a bit much for the 
program, but Malak -- now in his fourth year -- has 
forged a team like last season: scrappy, undersized 
and endlessly "in your face" on the defensive end. 
It works for moments, but not against a tall, talent-
ed team like the Presidents -- arguably the MHAL's 
top team -- and without Rozzi and her 30-points per 
game to bail out the Huskies.

Against FDR was a case in point: the Presidents 

ran out to a 16-4 lead midway through the opening 
quarter, with veteran Kelsea Gemelis hitting three 
three-pointers in the run and Highland looking to 
be routed big-time. But then the Huskies got it to-
gether on both ends of the court, blocking out the 
much taller Presidents on the defensive end, press-
ing Gemelis and Company off  and on the ball and 
getting aggressive on the off ensive end with a pair 
of free throws (off  a drive to the hoop) by Dehanna 
Stevens and back-to-back three's from freshman Ad-
die McDowell...and all of a sudden it was 16-12 with 
2:00 to play. And Highland was revved. There was a 
buzz in the crowd.

But FDR's talent came through, and particularly 
Gemelis: hitting a jumper from the line after a time-
out, another three from deep and on a fast-break to 
end the quarter at 23-12. Gemelis had 16 points in 
the quarter. It looked like Highland could make a 
game of it when Katie Dauenheimer grabbed a de-
fensive rebound and went coast-to-coast for a bas-
ket in the opening minute of the second quarter. But 
that turned out to be it. "It" being the last moment 

 

New Paltz and Highland wrestling

I
N SECTION IX Duals at Middletown, Wallkill defeated New Paltz 50-32.  Wins on the mat went 
to Cole Cuppett with a 6-0 decision over Rocco Futia at 106 pounds; Mitch Gibson pinned Will 
Pushman in 1:22 at 138; Aidan Cuppett pinned Jai Barnett in 3:18 at 145; Ethan Palanca an 18-3 
tech. fall over Zack Redner at 152; Levi Wyns pinned Cael Atkins at 3:15  at 160; and Logan Mi-

chael pinned Justin Lyle in 5:44 at 182 pounds.
In Section IX Duals at Port Jervis, Red Hook defeated Highland 78-12. Wins on the mat went to 

Peter Bender a pin of Ben Finch in 1:42 at 120 pounds; and Shamar Gittens a pin of Kane Losurdo in 
1:55 at 285 pounds.

New Paltz (4-6) is at NFA on Wednesday, January 15 at 7 p.m.; while Highland (3-2) hosts Chester 
at 6 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

SPORTS | WRESTLING

Highland wrestling's Shamar Gittens.

Highland girls Dehanna Stevens.

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland girls Katie Dauenheimer.

Highland girls Icis Roman (10).

of Highland's challenge, as FDR went on a 17-0 run 
to essentially seal the game at 40-14, with a Stevens' 
scoring drive along the baseline ending the half at 
40-16. Gemelis, hurt early in the second quarter, 
didn't score again, but led the Presidents with those 
16 fi rst-quarter points, while Stevens led the Huskies 
with 12.

The New Paltz girls topped Wallkill 57-56 (no de-
tails were available) and then dropped a 53-43 de-
cision to FDR -- Katie Geisler with 13 points, Ruby 
Santos 10 to  be at 3-4 on the season.; while the New 
Paltz boys beat Wallkill 62-61, with Patrick Murphy 
with 16 points and Matt Simmons and Jeff  Reynoso 
with 14, and then dropped a 67-51 decision to FDR, 
with Jackson Soper with 17 points and Murphy 15, to 
be at 7-4 on the season; and the Highland boys fell to 
4-7 with losses to FDR 71-34 -- Aden Wiser with nine 
points - and to Red Hook 83-54 - Zach Angelone with 
20 and Ethan Thompson 18.

The Highland girls host Rondout on Friday, Janu-
ary 17 at 5:30 p.m.; while the boys visit Rondout also 
at 5:30 p.m. The New Paltz girls host Red Hook on 
Friday, January 17 at 5:30 p.m.; while the boys visit 
Red Hook also at 5:30 p.m. ++

New Paltz swimming

New Paltz boys’ swimming evened its record at 3-3 
with home wins over Goshen 103-55 and FDR 98-68 
over the holidays. Against Goshen, it was a double for 
Alex Demis in the 50 freestyle (23.47) and 100 free-
style (52.29) and Brady Saunders in the 200 freestyle 
(1:56.54) and 500 freestyle (5:24.57). The Huguenots 
also won the 200 Medley relay with Mike Messina, 
Finn Goldleaf, Charlie Sackett and Will D'Angelo in 
1:50.28 and the 200 Freestyle relay with Logan Pece, 
Sackett, Saunders and Demis in 1:39.82.

Against FDR, it was Goldleaf in the 200 Individual 
Medley (2:12.71), Demis in the 100 freestyle (53.13), 
Campbell Heiz in the 500 freestyle (6:00.18) and the 
200 Freestyle team of Saunders, Goldleaf, Pece and 
D'Angelo (1:39.52).

The Huguenots host NFA this Wednesday , January 
15 at the SUNY New Pool at 4:30 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 300 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

Problems within the New Paltz 
Democratic Committee

Nine independent members of the New Paltz 
Democratic Committee are severing their relation-
ships with the committee due to a toxic six-month 
campaign of age discrimination, threats and bully-
ing by a newly-minted majority backed by New Paltz 
town, village and county offi  cials.

Independent members include New Paltz Demo-
cratic Committee chairman Josh Honig, vice chair-
woman Jane Schanberg, recording secretary Ray 
Miller, professor Lawrence Badendyck, business-
woman Amy Cohen, former New Paltz mayor Terry 
Dungan, Democratic loyalist Randy Kitzmann, edu-
cator and activist Maggie Veve and teacher/coach in 
the New Paltz Schools L. Pearl Lee. 

A majority of the nine are senior citizens who have 
been engaged in New Paltz Democratic circles for 
more than a decade. “I feel that some members of the 
committee are aggressively disrespectful,” Mrs. Lee 
said. “Their anger is misdirected and their inability to 
focus on anything other than their purpose makes it 
extremely diffi  cult to do the work of the committee.” 

Seven members of the opposing faction of the 
committee are government elected offi  cials or em-
ployees: the town supervisor and deputy supervi-
sor, a town council member, two village trustees, 
one State Senate staff er, one county legislator and 
one assistant deputy county executive. They have 
a vested interest in using the committee to protect 
their positions and promote their aspirations. 

Independent members particularly objected to 
forced expansion of the committee with appointed 
(not elected) associate members that decreased di-
versity and increased discrimination based on age.

No new member over 60 was appointed last year 

-- an intentional strategy. At the July 2019 meeting, 
median ages of the committee’s two factions were 
calculated by the New Paltz deputy town supervisor, 
who went on to blame communication problems on 
age disparity. What if that had been based on race?

The goal of packing a committee with members loy-
al to the elected-offi  cials’ faction is intended to help 
create a political machine that controls Ulster County, 
the county Democratic party and candidates who get 
future party endorsements. It’s an ugly model based 
on Tammany Hall and Cook County in Illinois.

Independent members who lived through the Civil 
Right’s era fi nd this type of political bias to be danger-
ous. 

While the machinations of the New Paltz commit-
tee might appear to be inside politics, it’s important 
to remember that voters registered as Democrats are 
actually represented by each town committee. Each 
member is responsible for getting to know voters in 
his/her assigned election district and providing in-
formation on elections and candidates. Much of the 
New Paltz elected offi  cials’ faction has been MIA with 
respect to voter outreach.

New Paltz voters deserve Democratic Committee 
representatives who are both independent and as di-
verse as the electorate. We do not feel representation 
should center on local offi  cials, their friends and sup-
porters or a certain age group.

In the future, you will be hearing from us as we ac-
tively advocate for seniors and all other voices in the 
Democratic Party that are currently being shut out of 
the conversation in New Paltz and throughout Ulster 
County. 

Josh Honig, Chairman
Jane Schanberg, Vice Chairwoman

Ray Miller, Recording Secretary
Lawrence Badendyck, Amy Cohen

Terry Dungan, Randy Kitzmann
L. Pearl Lee, Maggie Veve

New Paltz Democratic Committee

On fi re

With temperatures exceeding 120 degrees in plac-
es and fi res propelled by over 50 mph winds, parts 
of Australia appear to be a literal inferno. Eighteen 
million acres have been scorched, possibly a bil-
lion animals and 30 humans killed, plus scores of 
houses burned, even in areas far from the confl a-
gration, and people cannot remain out of doors due 
to smoke and smog.

Record-breaking heat and drought, still early in 
the wildfi re season, indicate little doubt that climate 
change is at the core. Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
has vacillated between support of industry and sup-
port of climate mitigation. At this point he is falling 
far short of their climate targets.

Even as the inferno rages, Australia is developing 
the largest coal mine on the face of the planet (to 
supply India).

If we do anything in 2020, we must elect global 
leaders who are totally committed to reversing cli-
mate change.

Dan Guenther
New Paltz 

An open letter to
Congressman Antonio Delgado

Much like Obama, you played the game of politics 
much better than most. After two years, you and 
your wife will have a secure pension and healthcare 
plan, paid in part by me. Nice work if you can get it!

A few years ago. I saw Congressman Grimm from 
a Staten Island district, on TV, threaten to break a 
reporter and throw him off  a balcony into the Ro-
tunda. He did about a year, still got his pension and 
health benefi ts and threatened murder of the press.

So far, you are doing a good job from what I can 
see. Of course, what I can see is what you write me!

I think we should learn more about you and your 
work as our congressman. What about a series of 
interviews on WAMC? [Not hosted by Dr. Chartock 
who has fallen into the left cliff  of the Grand Can-
yon.]

Faso and Molinaro would be good for you and 
good radio!

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

 Exemplary voluntary service

Every month, New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil Bet-
tez and I meet with trustee and fi refi ghter Bill Murray, 
Chief Wirthmann and 1st Assistant Chief Buboltz to 
review fi re department activities and needs.

But each year’s January meeting is especially 
important. The chief brings detailed call data for 
the previous 12 months. We pay extra attention to 
these year-end numbers because they determine 
the percentage of the fi re department budget for 
the forthcoming year that the Village of New Paltz 
and “Town outside the Village” taxpayer’s fund. 
For the last few years, the split has been approxi-
mately 50/50 with one paying a bit more than the 
other during diff erent years.

After the village paid more last year, the town will 
pay more this time. 

In 2019, there were more town calls so the town 
will pay for 51% of the 2020/21 fi re budget and 
the Village will pay 49%. The total fi re budget for Dolphin 

Plumbing Inc.
Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations 
You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

Fully Licensed & Insured

Heating - Air Conditioning - Refrigeration - Plumbing

845.406.0939
forestairhvac.com 

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

Call John: 845-551-1998
I’m The Guy To Keep You Dry

             • Basement Waterproofing
       • Crawl Space Repairs

 • Dehumidification
 • Structural Repair

   • Mold Remediation
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Mark Sherman

Generation gripes

A 
LAUGHING 

MATTER

2019/20 was $666,412. There were 717 calls in 2019 
(approximately two calls per day), so that works out 
to cost nearly $929 per call. Each day I think about 
how unbelievably lucky we are that our community 
is blessed with this dedicated group of volunteers.

The New Paltz Fire Department serves fi ve dis-
tricts: 1) SUNY New Paltz, 2) NYS Thruway, 3) the vil-
lage, 4) the town outside the village and 5) mutual 
aid for other communities. Former Fire Chief Dave 
Weeks always made a point to explain to me that 
New Paltz received more mutual aid than we pro-
vided because of our exceptionally busy community. 
In 2019, the department responded to 24 mutual aid 
calls out of 717 total calls.

To determine the percentage for the subsequent 
year’s budget, the town fi gures include the NYS 
Thruway Authority and the village’s include SUNY 
New Paltz. Mutual aid calls are split evenly. There 
were 27 Thruway calls and 106 calls at the college in 
2019. SUNY New Paltz calls have averaged between 
15% to 20% of call volume for the last few years.

We are grateful that for both 2018 and 2019 our 
community received $200,000 in SUNY Impact Aid 
with support from Governor Cuomo, former Sena-
tor Bonacic, Senator Metzger and Assemblymember 
Cahill. This funding helped off set the cost of provid-
ing public safety services to our student population. 
Each of the past two years, funds were shared be-
tween our fi re ($150,000) and police ($50,000) de-
partments. The town and village boards will be lob-
bying Albany again in 2020 to continue to receive 
at least $200,000 in SUNY Impact Aid to help New 
Paltz’s taxpayers as we are a SUNY host community.

Mayor Tim Rogers 
New Paltz

It has to start somewhere

This weekend, the second week in January, the 
temperature is expected to be in the low-to-mid six-
ties. World-wide, the last fi ve years have been the 
fi ve warmest years in recorded history and the next 
fi ve years are expected to be warmer. And the next 
fi ve years after that, etc., etc.

World-wide, droughts are getting worse and more 
frequent. In the last 50 years, the amount of CO2 
emitted into the atmosphere was greater than the 
amount emitted in all of human history before then. 
By 2030, the Arctic Ocean is expected to be entirely 
ice free by the end of the summer. 

And what are we doing about it?
Globally, the Paris Climate Accords are at a stale-

mate, as President Trump, with the backing of the 
Republicans in Congress. moves to withdraw the 
U.S. from the Paris Climate Accords. 

Locally, this fall Central Hudson expanded its “natu-
ral” gas distribution network in New Paltz and a bunch 
of people were hooked up to it, including a member of 
our progressive Village Board, who is now heating their 
home and rental properties with natural fracked gas.

At the very least, our village and town could pro-
hibit the expansion of all fossil-fuel infrastructure. 
We could also prohibit the installation of new fossil-
fuel heating systems in all buildings and require that 
all new construction have heating systems which do 
not utilize or rely on fossil fuels. Maybe Ulster Coun-
ty could do the same. 

 Maybe New York State could do the same, but it 
has to start somewhere.

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Hate speech

For Mayor De Blasio to attempt to blame President 
Trump for the outbreak of anti Semitism in New 
York is pitiful when he is a member of the Demo-
cratic Party who failed to even verbally chastise Con-
gresswomen Omar, Tlab and Cortez for anti-Semitic 
statements and instead came out with a weak con-
demnation of all bias without even naming the Con-
gresswomen. Further, I have never heard the mayor 
condemn the anti-Israel group BDS (boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions) which looks to destroy Israel 
by going after American companies that do business 
with Israel.

While there is some hate crimes against Jews by 
the right-wing fringe, you don’t hear it from main-
stream Republicans like you do from members of 
the squad: Omar, Tlab and Cortez. That the Demo-
crats failed to even censure them for some of their 
remarks shows which party tolerates this type of big-
otry. I’m not Jewish. but I know hate speech when I 
hear it and right now there’s a lot coming from the 
political left.

 John Habersberger
New Paltz

Snow removal and home sprinklers

The New Paltz Village Board would like to inform 

Generation gaps have always been important. 
I remember when I was in my 20s, there was a saying 
around that you shouldn’t trust anyone over 30. Of 
course, when we all got into our 30s we realized we 
shouldn’t trust anyone under 30. 

That said, I think we’re at least as generation-con-
scious today, and one particular generation is seen 
as the major cause of all our problems: It’s the baby 
boomers, the name typically applied to people born 
between 1946 and 1964. The term comes from the 
fact that in those years, there was a “boom” in births, 
generally attributed to the veterans returning from 
World War II, who were so happy to be home that 
they were quite fruitful and multiplied. Of course, 
this wouldn’t account for the tail end of the boomer 
generation, when, in fact, my oldest son was born. 
At the end of WW II I was not even three years old, 
way too young to have been drafted, let alone serve 
and then start a family. 

The boomer generation is large, representing ap-
proximately 23% of the U.S. population. And while in 
2020 its members are getting old and crotchety, back 
in the 1960s, they were going to change the world. 
But today’s young people, those called millennials 
(or Gen Y) and the even younger members of Gen Z, 
seem to have totally forgotten that. In fact, in case 
you haven’t heard it, there is an expression going 
around today -- “OK, boomer” -- which is clearly a 
resentful dismissal -- not just of parents this time, as 

in the ’60s, but also of 
grandparents. 

Now I am proud 
to say that while I 
feel a certain kinship 
with the boomers, 
I am not truly one 
of them, since I was 
born in 1942 and am 
therefore a member 
of what is often called 
the “silent genera-
tion” (applied to those born between 1928 and 1945). 
Not exactly clear where this term came from, but it 
certainly implies a tendency toward conformity and 
an unwillingness to speak out.

But I maintain that many members of the “silent 
generation” were far from silent, and, in fact, repre-
sent some of the greatest artistic creativity our world 
has ever known. Do you know the name Bob Dylan? 
He was born in 1941. And d’ya ever hear of The Beatles? 
John Lennon was born in 1940 and Paul McCartney in 
1942. And how about Chuck Berry, who was born in 
1926 (actually, a couple of years before the start of the 
silent generation, but we’ll proudly accept him in our 
ranks). Then there’s Philip Roth (b. 1933), Woody Allen 
(b. 1935) and Margaret Atwood (1939). 

I know, I know, we’re “digital immigrants,” and 
are not as comfortable with computers and social 

media as all you members of Gen Y and Gen Z, but 
what great artistic achievements have you given us 
lately? 

Okay, yes, my generation and the boomers have 
destroyed the planet. But, hey, we’ve given you 
younger people so much wonderful music to listen 
to as you fi ght climate change!

But seriously, folks, the generation that has really 
made all of this possible, that has cut down on so 
many early deaths from infectious diseases and al-
lowed so many of us to live so long and still be ac-
tive well into our 80s, is the one that gave us medical 
advances like the smallpox vaccine and penicillin. 
These were people born well before the silent gener-
ation, that is, long before 1928 -- and they are known 
as the dead generation.

There are other generational names as well. For 
example, Tom Brokaw coined the term “greatest 
generation,” to refer to Americans born between 
1910 and 1924, who lived through the Great Depres-
sion, and then served in World War II. Of course, the 
problem is that after the Depression, and then fi ght-
ing in foreign wars (men) or doing the jobs the men 
had to leave to go to war (women), when the men 
and women got back together again they had lots 
of fun, and since the birth control pill wasn’t avail-
able until 1960, they had lots of babies. If the pill 
had been available by 1945, few children would have 
been born and “baby boomers” would be called 
“baby busters.”

Then there’s the beat generation. This didn’t refer 
to a whole generation in the usual sense, but rather a 
relatively small group of writers and musicians, who, 
in the late 1940s and into the ’50s, defi ed the prevail-
ing cultural ethos, and were into a new kind of poetry, 
modern jazz, open sexuality and recreational drugs.

But today’s millennials and Gen Zers are not so 
much into that as they are into eating a vegan diet. 
Thus they could be called the beet generation. 

CALL JAY: 845-742-4068
www.FoamcoInc.com
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the public of two public hearings to be held on 
Wednesday, January 22 at the Village Board meeting 
beginning at 7 p.m. 

The fi rst public hearing has been open since De-
cember 11, 2019 and is regarding a new Home Sprin-
kler Law. This new law would require the installation 
of an approved sprinkler system in new construc-
tion, additions that increase square footage by 50% 
or more and renovations that exceed 50% of the cost 
of replacement of the building.

The purpose and intent of the law is as follows: 
“With an increasing demand for rental housing in 
the community and an increase in residential con-
struction, which is often accomplished using materi-
als that are highly toxic when burning, it is necessary 
to enact a municipal Fire Sprinkler Law to better 
protect residents. Today’s fi res burn hotter and 
faster than fi res in the past and escaping a burning 
structure must be done expeditiously. A fi re sprin-
kler system protecting ingress and egress areas of 

residential structures provides occupants more time 
to safely exit a burning building while also protect-
ing fi refi ghters from the inherent dangers associated 
with the extrication of trapped residents.”

The second public hearing has been open since 
January 8 and is regarding Village Code Chapter 
§175-11 Removal of Snow and Ice Required. The cur-
rent law requires that snow or ice on sidewalks be 
removed within 24 hours after the cessation of every 
snowfall or the formation of any ice, to be cleared 
entirely to a minimum width of 30 inches. The pro-
posed amendment would reduce that number of 
hours from 24 to 12. The shorter timeframe would 
align our village with what is done in the Town of 
New Paltz, City of Poughkeepsie, Town of Pough-
keepsie and City of Kingston.

If you would like to submit a comment regarding 
the proposed change, you can do so by emailing 
your comments to assistant@villageofnewpaltz.org 
or by attending the January 22nd meeting that be-
gins at 7 p.m. at Village Hall.

 Ariana Basco
Assistant to the Mayor/Village Board

Deputy Clerk
Village of New Paltz

So it’s a new year

Aware that there is always a method to Speaker Pe-
losi’s madness, POTUS Trump-nevertheless-off ered 
a magnanimous response to the recent partisan im-
peachment (and subsequent delay in sending said 
impeachment to the Senate) by Nancy Pelosi and 
Democrats in the House. It was reported by an anon-
ymous source that POTUS 45 (the particular subject 
of Speaker Pelosi’s very active prayer life recently) 
was inspired to write this song, based on John Len-

non’s So this is Christmas while watching Robert De 
Niro serenade an adoring Joy Behar on The View with 
a song Bob wrote about Nancy Pelosi, titled, She’s 
Just Selling Alibis. POTUS Trump’s desire for those 
who consider this song is that they will be fi lled with 
hope and, despite the next phase of his impeach-
ment and the turmoil in the world, join him in his 
eff orts to Keep America Great in 2020.

So it’s a new year
and what have you done?
impeached your great POTUS
but it wasn’t...much fun

Impeachment must happen
that’s what Nancy said
“If we don’t im-peach Donald
the Constitution is dead

(Bridge)

And so it’s a New Year
Nancy’s looking so sad
she regrets her impeachment
‘cos it turned out...so bad

Now that it’s over 
what comes next is the trial
but the Senate’s still waiting 
for dear Nancy to fi le 

She said I’m a big threat 
of the existential kind
but now she’s in no rush
It seems she’s changed her mind

(Bridge)

A very Happy New Year!
to one and to all
I’ll still be your POTUS
this coming Fall

Chuck Schumer criticized
McConnell’s bias today
but when Clinton was impeached
He thought bias was OK

And so it’s a New Year
we’ve so much to learn
from Barr and from Durham
‘cos now it’s my turn

(Bridge)

A very Happy New Year
to the Left and the Right
I’ll be working for both sides
with all of my might

(Chorus: repeat and repeat often)

No-vem-ber 3rd...will be...here soon
Keep...America...Great!
No-vem-ber 3rd...will be...here soon 
Keep...America...Great!

George Civile 
Gardiner

START YOUR YEAR OUT RIGHT!
READ NEW PALTZ TIMES & ALMANAC WEEKLY

ALMANAC WEEKLY
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New Paltz Church Council 
kicks off Holy Week with

Sports
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A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

14
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by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz

11

New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 
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Mark H. Jenkins 
Mark H. Jenkins, age 70, of New Paltz, made a peaceful transition in the comfort of his 
home on January 8, 2020 after a long battle with Parkinson’s Disease.  He was born in 
Akron, Ohio on March 20, 1949 to Faye and Marylu Jenkins.  Mark grew up in Akron 
where he attended Buchtel High School.  In his youth, Mark spent many hours in the 
pool, earning a swimming scholarship to Florida State University where he received a 
degree in business.  

Mark spent his career at Goodyear’s corporate headquarters, where he developed an in-
terest and fluency with technology that spread to his personal life as well; he was often a 
step ahead of his daughters when it came to the latest gadgets and gizmos.  His 38 years 
with Goodyear took Mark and his family to St. Charles, Illinois; Lincoln, Nebraska; and 
Hudson, Ohio. 

Mark loved adventures.  He was the type of person that would head into the waves 
when the winds picked up.  He took to the skies in his hang glider, the seas with his 
sailboat and to the open road in anything from the family Chevy van to his sports car. 

Mark always took care of his family, still providing us with the comfort of his love up 
until his passing.  Mark was humble, gentle, wise, and loyal.  When we learn about God, 
He is often portrayed as a father figure, and Mark made this analogy easy to compre-
hend.  His love and support were constant.  He will be deeply missed. 

Mark was a devoted son, brother, husband, father, and grandfather.  He is survived by his wife of 39 years, Martha (West) 
Jenkins, his two daughters Jenny Jenkins (Erik Stoermer) and Patty Dannemann (Ryan), as well as his grandchildren Daisy 
and Cole Dannemann.  He also leaves behind a brother-in-law John West (Eileen) of Stow, Ohio and their daughters Erin 
and Anne; Sister-in-law Barb Jenkins of Copley, Ohio and her daughters Katie, Kim, and Annie.  Mark was looking forward 
to being reunited with his parents, his brother Phil, and his dog, Taffy, in heaven. 

Mark’s life will be celebrated on January 25 at 10:00am in the Fireside Room at the Reformed Church of New Paltz on Hugue-
not Street.  In lieu of flowers the family asks that donations be made in his name to the Humane Society of Summit County 
Ohio (https://www.summithumane.org) or to the Reformed Church of New Paltz (https://www.reformedchurchofnewpaltz.
org). 

Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home, 162 South Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY is honored to assist the family of Mark 
with the arrangements.

NO LONGER ALONE
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC). The 
name of the LLC is: 
Two Olives LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) of-
fi ce on: 11/22/19. The 
County in which the 
Offi  ce is to be located: 
Ulster. The SSNY is 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. The 
address to which 
the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC 
is: 848 Albany Post 
Road, New Paltz NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
J J Scott FSMC, LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New 
York (SSNY) on 
(12/04/2019). Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: J J Scott FSMC, LLC 
One Commerce Plaza 
- 99 Washington Ave., 
Suite 805-A Albany, 
New York 12210-2822 
Purpose: Any lawful  
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of PORPIGLIA FAM-
ILY FARMS LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 507 Lattintown 
Rd, Marlborough, NY 
12542. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NAME: Hudson Val-
ley Improv Live LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/30/2019. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. Samantha 
Jones has been des-

ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Hudson Valley 
Improv Live LLC, 1688 
State Route 213, Ulster 
Park, NY 12487. Pur-
pose: any lawful activ-
ity. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of MCBS Acquisition 
Company LLC, Art. 
of Org. fi led w/Sec. of 
State of
NY (SSNY) 12/23/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 47
Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of DD Ellenville LLC, 
Art. of Org. fi led w/
Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY)
12/23/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster Co., 
NY.; SSNY designat-
ed as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 
47 Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 394 MADISON 
LLC. Art. Of Org. 
fi led with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/06/19. Offi  ce in 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 34 CARRELIS 
RD SAUGERTIES, NY, 
12477. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualifi ca-
tion of La Luna Hors-
es, LLC. Authority 
fi led with NY Dept. 
of State on 12/20/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. Principal 
business address: 111 
Guilford Schoolhouse 
Rd., New Paltz, NY 
12561. LLC formed 
in DE on 12/6/19. NY 
Sec. of State desig-
nated agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served and shall mail 
process to: c/o WHI 

Trust Company, 191 
N. Wacker Dr., Suite 
1500, Chicago, IL 
60606. DE address 
of LLC: c/o National 
Registered Agents, 
Inc., 160 Greentree 
Dr., Suite 101, Dover, 
DE 19904. Cert. of 
Form. fi led with DE 
Sec. of State, 401 Fed-
eral St., Dover, DE 
19901. Purpose: all 
lawful purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE
3450 PARK WEST-
ERN LLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 12/18/19. Off . 
Loc. : Erie Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 5453 South-
western Boulevard, 
Hamburg, NY 14075. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): El 
Padrino Holdings LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 1/1/2020. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: El Pa-
drino Holdings LLC, 
20 S Mountain Rd, 
Wallkill, NY 12589. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
38 HANRATTY, LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
10/18/19. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 40 Hanratty 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 

lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
Rami Realty LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of
State of New York 
(SSNY) on January 13, 
2020. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Rami Realty LLC, 
51 Dubois Rd Fl 1, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful  
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of New Paltz 
Tax Collector’s Notice 
of Receipt of Tax Roll 
and Warrant
Please take notice 
that, I, Rosanna 
Rosenkranse, under-
signed Town Clerk 
and Tax Collector 
for the Town of New 
Paltz, County of Ul-
ster, have duly re-
ceived the tax roll 
and warrant for the 
collection of taxes 
within the Town of 
New Paltz for the year 
2020 and that taxes 
may be mailed to 
Tax Collector, Town 
of New Paltz, P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, 
NY 12561, or paid in 
person at the Town 
Clerk’s Offi  ce, Town 
Hall, 52 Clearwater 
Road, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 during the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 
Take further notice 
that taxes may be 
paid on or before Jan-
uary 31, 2020 without 
charge or interest. 
On all taxes received 
after such date, 
there shall be added 
interest of one per 
centum (1%) if paid 
on or before Febru-
ary 29, 2020, and an 

additional one per 
centum (1%) for each 
additional month or 
fraction thereafter, 
until such taxes are 
paid or until the re-
turn of the unpaid 
taxes to the County 
pursuant to law. 
Take further notice, 
pursuant to law, the 
tax roll of the Town 
of New Paltz will be 
returned to the Com-
missioner of Finance 
in the County of Ul-
ster on the 1st day of 
June, 2020.
Dated: January 3, 
2020   
  
Rosanna Rosen-
kranse
Town Clerk/Tax Col-
lector

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Sign is Posted: 
January 10, 2020
Project Name:  
PB19-28
Applicant:  
Floyd Kniff en
For: Modifi cations to 
existing structure for 

residential construc-
tion
Location:  
83 Henry W. DuBois 
Drive
Tax Map Number: 
86.2-2-58.212
Date and Time of 
Public Hearing: Jan-
uary 21, 2020 at 7:00 
PM
Place: Village of New 
Paltz Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the Public Hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the Agenda. 
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary by e-mail 
(planningzoning@
villageofnewpaltz.
org) or at the address 
listed above. All rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions will be made for 
persons with disabili-
ties. In such a case, 
please notify the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary in advance 
so that arrangements 
can be made.
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Main Course Marketplace
(Continued from page 1) 

and accompanied by “real” fl atware. Coff ee is self-
service, too, from a beverage station with ceramic 
coff ee cups provided, and patrons bus their own 
table when fi nished. According to Kazan, the do-it-
yourself approach saves customers somewhere in 
the range of 40 percent from the cost of full-service 
dining.   

Take-out -- an online ordering option speeds the 
process up -- is especially popular with working 
adults who want a restaurant-quality meal but don’t 
have the time or energy to shop for food, cook at 

home and do all the clean-up, too, Kazan notes. 
“Having our concept, where people come in and 
get what you’d pay $28 for in a fi ne dining restau-
rant and only pay $16 for here, hits the right market 
for people who are working and want a nutritional 
meal. With most take-out, it’s very high in salt and 
saturated fat. Whereas here, everything we make is 
from scratch, so everything you’re going to put into 
your body is coming from a very healthy standpoint. 
And the fact that we’re sourcing it locally, lowering 
the carbon footprint, just makes the person feel bet-
ter about what they’re putting into their stomachs.”

This philosophy has been the strategy at Main 
Course from the beginning, says Kazan. “I think 
that’s why we made it to 30 years; we’re not look-
ing to compromise our integrity for money. Money 
is important, don’t get me wrong; but so is feeling 
good about what you’re producing and doing things 
that are healthy for people.”

Kazan also credits the longevity of his business 
to the fact that he is both chef and owner. “We’re 
not just somebody who had money and decided to 
open up a restaurant and hire chefs. When you’re 
the chef-owner, you’re driving the culinary program, 
so you can give it a consistency. You can give it some 
direction and create what you want to create. Me 
and my co-workers here are constantly looking for 
what’s the latest and the greatest, because we want 
to be sure that we’re not falling behind. We try to 
go to New York at least two or three times a month 
just to see what we’re missing; or if we’re missing 
something. And what that does is open our eyes up 
to diff erent things that might be coming, if we want 
to do something that’s a little out of the box.” 

Raised in Flushing, Queens, Kazan fi rst came to 
town to attend SUNY New Paltz and graduated from 
the Culinary Institute in 1981. He met his New Paltz-
raised wife, Vicky, during his fi rst year at the CIA. 
(They’re celebrating 35 years of marriage this year, and 
raised a daughter, who works in government in Wash-
ington, DC, and a son, currently a high school senior 
headed off  to study computer sciences in Boston this 
fall.) Vicky was still in college when they met, studying 
to establish her own career in social work. 

After graduation, the couple moved to Manhat-
tan, where Kazan worked as an executive sous chef 
for New York Hilton Hotels before moving on to 
work for the Restaurant Associates group as direc-
tor of catering at Lincoln Center, serving up pre- and 
post-performance dinners for 500 people at a time. 
“That was when I got the bug for catering,” he says. 
“I knew this was something I really enjoyed doing.”

Anticipating a move back to New Paltz, Kazan be-
gan advertising catering services in the local news-
paper a year prior to actually relocating. The re-
sponse to the ads was immediate. “We had to keep 
saying, ‘Sorry, we’re booked,’ because we weren’t 
really up here yet. But by saying we were booked, it 
created an interesting buzz, because people thought 
we must be really good at what we do. So when I 
opened my business in May of 1990, we already had 
people interested in us.”

It had been a good experience working at Lincoln 
Center, Kazan notes, “because the companies I worked 
for were really into the catering side of the business. It 
gave me a good idea of what the expectations were for 
the New York City clientele; the level of services they 
were looking for. But I liked the idea of being up here, 
and I knew there was an opportunity here, with the 
Culinary only being eight miles away. I knew there was 
a passionate labor force just waiting, and the area was 
becoming ripe for the evolution of food.”

The Hudson Valley has also off ered Kazan oppor-

tunities that he says he’s not sure he’d have had in 
New York City, where the pool of caterers is much 
larger. He does all the catering for the Roosevelt 
estate, and has fed presidents (Bush and Clinton), 
princes, and politicians (Boris Yeltsin, Hillary Clin-
ton and former Governor Pataki), not to mention the 
numerous actors and entertainment luminaries who 
make their way up to the mid-Hudson.

Looking back over the past 30 years in business, 
Kazan says it’s gone by “in the blink of an eye.” It’s 
been fun, he adds. “This has been the best time to be 
in the food business in the Hudson Valley, because 
we watched it come of age. And New Paltz is a great 
community to have this type of business in, because 
people here are intellectual, and very food-savvy. 
And I’d like to thank the New Paltz community for 
supporting us the way that they have; I couldn’t ask 
for a better experience and hopefully they feel that 
we’ve off ered something to the community as well. 
I could not appreciate them more, and I thank them 
all for getting me to my 30-year anniversary.”

Going forward, Kazan says he doesn’t plan on doing 
anything diff erently in the near future. “I have a great 
team here, and they’ve helped grow the business at 
least 20 percent each year. We’ve outgrown this space 
to a certain degree, but you know, I can see doing this 
until I’m done. But I’m nowhere near being done.” ++

Exec Pat chooses Mayor Pete 

Ulster County executive Pat Ryan has thrown his 
support in the 2020 Democratic primary behind fel-
low veteran and thirtysomething Pete Buttigieg. In a 
January 14 statement, Ryan cited the former the South 
Bend, Indiana mayor’s military service, his “bold pro-
gressive vision,” and his “moral leadership.”

Buttigieg, 37, is one of top-tier candidates in the 
rapidly shrinking pool of Democrats seeking their 
party’s presidential nomination. According to an av-
erage of national polls complied by The New York 
Times the former Navy Reserve intelligence offi  cer 
is running a close fourth behind senators Elizabeth 
Warren and Bernie Sanders and frontrunner and 
former vice president Joe Biden.

“At a time of great discord and division, I feel com-
pelled to endorse Pete because I know he is the right 
leader to unify and heal our country again,” wrote 
Ryan. “I am confi dent he will guide the return of our na-
tion to smart, eff ective and compassionate leadership.”

Woodstock to renovate offi  ces

Woodstock’s Comeau Drive town offi  ces are slat-
ed as the town’s next infrastructure project with a 
$2.3-million renovation of the main building and 
supervisor’s cottage. The project will bring depart-
ments to the fi rst fl oor, where they will be accessible 
to the handicapped, freeing up the second fl oor for 
meeting and conference space.

The town plans to bond $2 million to cover the ma-
jor costs. Engineering, furniture, construction man-
agement and other incidental expenses total about 
$300,000. Supervisor Bill McKenna said the town 
will hold a public vote on the bond in February. 

A model and project description will be available for 
public viewing. Designed by Walker Architecture of 
Woodstock, renovations to the main building will in-
clude a 2500-square-foot addition in the rear to house 
department offi  ces, including the planning, building 
and assessor’s offi  ces and an employee lunchroom.

Construction is planned to begin in May or June.
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