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Libraries 
are for 
everybody
New director aims for 
inclusivity, says best way to 
support library is to use it

E velyn Rogers, who has served 

as the new director of the Saugerties 
Library for just four weeks, says the 
most important quality for a local 
library to embody is diversity — in 

both its community and collection.
“The library should reflect the community,” she 

said in an interview this week. “If that is balanced, 
where the library is truly reflecting the community, 
that is a good library.”

Most recently, Rogers served as director for 
Mamakating Library in Wurtsboro; she has also 
been employed at the Finkelstein Memorial Library 

Trash to power, 
via the sun
New solar array at old town landfill ready to start generating

Some 7,000 gleaming new solar pan-

els uniformly line the site of the now-
capped Town of Saugerties landfill and 
should be online in the next month, 
according to developers from East 

Light Solar.
The Town of Saugerties, the board of which ap-

proved the 2.8-megawatt project last March, will 
purchase 40 percent of the project’s total energy 
output, according to Town Supervisor Fred Costello 
Jr. Approximately 800,000 kilowatts of the town’s cut 
will power 80 percent of town facilities and the savings 
will ultimately extend to taxpayers, Costello said.

The remainder of the energy produced will be sold 
to an estimated 150 Saugerties homes and businesses. 
The impressive array was erected in just three months, 
with construction beginning in November.

“We love landfill projects because they reuse 
otherwise unusable land,” said Jamie Fordyce, 
managing director of East Light Partners. “The town 
had what I’d characterize as a welcoming and fair 
solar law for projects like this one. We also went 
through the study process with Central Hudson to 
study the connection of the project to the grid and 
that came out favorably as well. Saugerties is doing 

really great things on the energy and sustainability 
front and it’s been great working with the town.”

The company has signed a 25-year lease with the 
town; according to Fordyce, the lease agreement 
costs the company $30,000 annually and $15,000 
of taxes per year from the project will go toward the 
county, town and local school system. 

According to Fordyce, residents who switch to en-
ergy produced by the solar farm will have guaranteed 
savings — at least 10 percent savings on their energy bill. 

East Light Partners has built similar solar arrays 
elsewhere in New York, including Kinderhook, 
Greenport and elsewhere in Columbia County. 
According to Costello, the company has a second 
project approved for Myer Lane in Saugerties. 
Another solar developer, Geronimo Energy, is in 
the planning process for a solar array that will be 
placed in a field at the intersection of Church Road 
and Church Lane. 

“We’ve found a way to utilize a capped landfill 
that wasn’t generating any income — now that we’ve 
leased it to East Light Solar we can see revenue 
come from it,” said Costello.  

The construction and demolition debris dump-
ing activities of local contractor Joe Karolys on his 

Fel Qui Road property has resulted in significant 
flooding — a 200-by-100-foot swamp of diverted 
water that cannot flow naturally over his property, 
which would have been prevented, town officials 
say, if Karolys had put together a Storm Water Pro-
tection Plan as per state law — that sits within 200 
feet of the new solar array. While Costello expressed 
anxieties that the flooding “may disrupt the solar 
project,” Fordyce was more optimistic. 

“It’s not a problem for the system, it’s built in a 
way to withstand flooding and heavy rains, it’s not a 
concern necessarily of ours,” said Fordyce. “Not that 
this project is, but people do build solar facilities in 
area that are subject to flood restrictions.”

Those interested in switching to solar energy 
produced at the site can visit www.elpsaugerties-
solar.com. 

- Christina Coulter

Evelyn Rogers.

An aerial view of East Light Solar’s panel array. 
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GEORGE THOMAS OSWALD
Saugerties… George Thomas Oswald, 84, of Dave Elliott Road, one of the kindest souls in Saugerties, transitioned to eternal 
life on Thursday, January 23, 2020 at his home surrounded by his family. His peaceful farewell capped off an extraordinary 
life that included 56 years of marriage to his sweetheart, Eileen, living joyfully, dedicated to family and embracing Mother 
Nature and the riches of farm life. 
He was the son of the late Lawrence J. and Ella S. Oswald. His mother came through Ellis Island as a child, and George was 
able to visit her hometown in The Czech Republic in 2018. A lifelong resident of Saugerties, George was a veteran of the U.S. 
Army and had a successful career as a mechanical engineer at IBM in Kingston that lasted nearly 30 years. His true love 
was his devoted wife, followed by his adoring children and the great outdoors.
Active in the community, he was a member of the Blue Kats Men’s Club, the Saugerties Vintage Tractor Club and the 
High Woods Sportsmen’s Club. He will be remembered riding his John Deere tractor in the Saugerties July 4th parade. In 
recent years he enjoyed birdwatching, time on the shooting range, hiking and long walks with his family. He loved giving 
his grandchildren tractor rides in the spring and taking them sledding in the winter. He was famous for his weekend 
breakfasts, which included pancakes, bacon, French toast and crepes. He could make anything from wine to candles to 
belts and clocks. Never much for sitting still, at various times in his life he rode a motorcycle, sped across the fields on his 
snowmobile, was a cross-country skier, built a sailboat and reportedly had the very first Mustang convertible in Saugerties.
He was born March 24,1935 on the same country road that he died on, having married the girl next door and building a home between their houses, where they raised 
two children and eventually, doted on three grandchildren. After retiring in 1992, he was able to fully immerse himself in his true passions: farming and building antique 
tractors. When we could get him to take a break from the farm, he travelled to Europe, Nova Scotia, Mexico, Alaska and had many memorable trips to Lake Champlain 
and Cape Cod.
Even as a young boy he had a great love for nature and the outdoors. He loved animals, especially dogs and birds. He could construct or fix pretty much anything. The 
most important item he built was loving relationships, always ready to lend a hand to family, friends, neighbors and anyone in need. He was the epitome of a good 
neighbor and absolutely the best father and grandfather on the planet.
A jack of all trades, he was a perfectionist and a workaholic. During his amazingly productive life he grew endless rows of delicious vegetables, made an infinite amount 
of hay and supplied the neighborhood with pumpkins at Halloween. He built not only his home, but also two barns, including one from scratch: cutting down trees in 
the back woods, hauling them up to the house, and having the wood milled before constructing his masterpiece, designed to house his tractor collection. 
One of his nephews described him as “the ultimate blend of tradition and modern times” because he held tight to an old fashioned work ethic and pure family values, 
while also welcoming modern times — ordering tractor parts from all over the world and following politics on his computer. He will be greatly missed and his impact 
will forever be felt in the shadow of the Catskill Mountains.
Survivors include his wife, Eileen; a daughter, Stephanie (Bernard) Langlois of New Orleans; a son, Mark Oswald of Westchester; three sisters: June Oswald of Saugerties; 
Marion Schoch of Knoxville, TN; and Dorothy (Jim) Tompkins of Tucson, AZ; a sister-in-law Anne (Jay) Hine of Fonda, NY; three grandchildren: Taryn Lazarone, Carl 
“Trey” Lazarone, and Charlotte Oswald; and several beloved nieces, nephews and friends who are like family. He was predeceased by his siblings, Lawrence J. Oswald Jr. 
and Norma Oswald; his brother-in-law Harold Schoch; his daughter-in-law, Andrea Oswald; and a nephew, Adam Hine.
His Funeral Service was held on Saturday, February 1, 2020 at the Seamon-Wilsey Funeral Home, Inc., corner of John & Lafayette Streets, Saugerties. Friends were 
received on Friday 2-4 and 7-9pm. Spring internment with military honors were held in the Katsbaan Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations in his 
memory be made to the Blue Kats Mens Club, Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY. 12477. Expressions of condolence may be shared @SeamonWilseyFuneralHome.

Anthony R. Sager
Anthony “Tony” Sager, 63 of Milan passed away peacefully on January 27, 
2020 after a short battle with cancer. He was born on April 4th, 1956 in the 
city of Poughkeepsie, New York to Irene Chocianowski.

After graduating from Dutchess Community College in 1976 he immediate-
ly started working at IBM until his retirement in 2010. After retiring from 
IBM he pursued several different opportunities, most recently with Black-
Ridge Technologies, where he worked jointly with Marist College. During his 
time at IBM he received many awards and patents. Tony made many lifelong 
friends at IBM and impacted many lives. Tony worked tirelessly throughout 
his entire life. There was never a day off for him. There was no one with more 
drive and determination. 

Tony had a memorable laugh, an outgoing personality, and was always the 
life of any party. Tony got the most pleasure from live music, happy hours, 
golfing, fishing, family, poker games on the hill, boys’ week at Saratoga, and 
spontaneous trips to the casino.

Tony will be lovingly remembered by his wife Elaine of 37 years, his son TJ 
and his wife Amanda, his son Ryan and his wife Jaclyn, his grandson Chase 
and his grand dog Kona. Tony will also be forever remembered by numerous 
close family and friends.

Friends called at Burnett & White Funeral Home in Red Hook, NY on Tuesday February 4th, 2020 from 4PM to 7PM.

Funeral Services were held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Wurtemburg at 10AM on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020. 
Burial followed at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Cemetery of Wurtemburg.

In lieu of flowers donation may be made to the Dutchess County SPCA located at 636 Violet Ave, Hyde Park, NY 12538.

Arrangements were under the direction of Burnett and White Funeral Homes, 7461 S. Broadway, Red Hook, NY 12571.

Criminal mischief alleged
Joshua B. Ames of Mount Marion, 29, was ar-

rested Feb. 3 by town police and charged with the 
misdemeanor of fourth-degree criminal mischief 
after, police said, he smashed a woman’s cellphone 
over the course of a verbal dispute. Ames was pro-

cessed at police headquarters after his arrest at and 
released pending a future court appearance.

Attack on woman
A Saugerties man was arrested by town police 

and charged with the misdemeanor of third-degree 
assault on Jan. 30. Officers allege that 25-year-old 
Dana Cartwright hit a female victim in the head with 
a cooking pot several times and pulled hair out of her 
head after wrestling her to the ground and screaming 
at her that she “deserved to die” during a Jan. 28 

incident. Cartwright was processed and released. 

Court order defi ed
A Woodstock man was arrested by town police 

and charged with the felony of second-degree crimi-
nal contempt of a court order and the misdemeanor 
of trespass on Jan. 30 after, officers allege, he drove 
onto the property of an individual who had a re-
straining order against him and flashed his vehicle’s 
headlights into the individual’s windows. Marni 
Goodstein, 25, was processed at police headquarters 
and will appear in town court later this month.

Felony alleged
Tyler Nickolich of Saugerties, 24, was arrested 

by town police and charged with the felony of sec-
ond-degree strangulation after choking a victim 
until they passed out on the evening of Jan. 31. He 
was arraigned in village court and released. The 
victim was treated by Diaz Ambulance paramedics, 
and an order of protection was issued on her behalf.

Picked up on warrant
Charles Sortino of Saugerties, 23, was arrested on 

an active warrant for an earlier third-degree assault 
charge, issued by the Kingston Police Department, 
after Saugerties police were called to his home on 
Jan. 31 to break up a fight. During the altercation, 
which included two people, police said, Sortino 
allegedly broke a TV in the residence.

He was charged with fourth-degree criminal 
mischief, a misdemeanor. An order of protection 
was issued on behalf of the victim, and Sortino was 
handed over to Kingston police after processing at 
Saugerties police headquarters.

— Compiled by Christina Coulter

POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

The Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC) has released for public comment a proposed amendment to the 
FFY 2020-2024 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and 

Draft SFY 2020/21 Uni ied Planning Work Program (UPWP). 

Resolution 2020-01—SFY 2020/21 Uni ied Planning Work Program 
Resolution 2020-02—Deletion of PIN 875771 and amend costs to PIN 805111:Rt 299 shoulder widening in the towns of New 

Paltz and Gardiner  
Details regarding the proposed amendment and the Draft UPWP can be viewed at the Council’s of ice (address below) and are available at: 

http://ulstercountyny.gov/transportation-council 

Written comments may be sent to the Ulster County Transportation Council, c/o Brian Slack, 244 Fair Street, PO Box 1800, Kingston, NY 12402-1800 
or emailed to bsla@co.ulster.ny.us  The public comment period ends Thursday February 20th 2020 at 5:00pm 

The UCTC Policy Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday February 25th, 2020 at 10:00 am in Room M-15 at the Rondout Municipal Center (Joint 
Marbletown/Rosendale Town Hall), 1915 Lucas Avenue, Cottekill, NY to discuss public comments received and consider adopting the proposed Draft 

SFY 2020 UPWP and proposed TIP amendment.  All UCTC meetings begin with an open call for public comment. 

For additional information , please Call Dennis Doyle at (845) 340-3340 

P U B L I C   N O T I C E 
Ulster County Transportation Council 

Patrick K. Ryan,  
County Executive 

 Chairman 

Jack Peacock

With great sadness, the Peacock family 
announces the passing of their father, Jack 
Peacock, 73, on February 2, 2020. 

Memorial services will be held 1 p.m.-3 p.m.  
Sunday February 9, 2020 at Lasher Funeral 
Home, 100 Tinker Street, Woodstock, N.Y. 

��

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
F/T POSITION
Busy family practice office.

Some evening hours. Benefits offered.
Please fax/email resumes

Attn:  April, (845) 246-7622
Or Jeannebsfm@aol.com

Bridge Street Family Medicine
EOE

Call John: 845-551-1998
I’m The Guy To Keep You Dry

             • Basement Waterproofing
       • Crawl Space Repairs

 • Dehumidification
 • Structural Repair

   • Mold Remediation
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DAVID R. DOLAN, CPA, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

TWO LOCATIONS
2901 Route 9W By Appointment Only
Saugerties, NY 12477 34 North Road
Ph. (845) 246-8934 Tillson, NY 12486

www.Dolancpapc.com
Year Round Tax, Accounting & Payroll Services for Individuals,

Businesses, Estates, Trusts & LLCs

 ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 
PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • RELIABLE

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

917-204-2544

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER
100% FIXED RATE FINANCING*!
NO PRIVATE MORTGAGE INSURANCE!
PLUS -  

 

EXCLUSIVE FIRST TIME 
HOME BUYER PROGRAM

With this program, you get competitive rates, low  
closing costs and superior customer service. You may 
qualify for this program if you haven’t owned a home in 
the last TWO years. Decisions are made locally, and your 
mortgage will be serviced by Sawyer Savings Bank. With 
this Exclusive product, there are no government hoops 
to jump through. Just move right into your new home.

Experience worth banking on since 1871

There’s no place like

HOME.
 

at 845-217-6070 to Learn More!!! 

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

     business & taxes

Certified
State designation allows town police 
to stock up on Narcan and train more in its use

The Saugerties Police Depart-

ment was certified as an Opioid Pre-
vention Provider last week through 
the New York State Department of 
Health. Now “Opioid Prevention 

Trainers” Officer David Stoutenburgh and Chief Joe 
Sinagra can teach interested parties how to admin-
ister Narcan, the only FDA-approved nasal form of 
naloxone for the treatment of an opioid overdose.

Sinagra said the state Department of Health 
will now provide Narcan for the police department, 
allowing police to stockpile the life-saving drug, and 
that the certification will facilitate more frequent 
training classes.

“[In the past] we’d have to schedule with them 
and they would tell us what available days they had 
and ... send trainers from Albany,” said Sinagra. 

Sinagra said that, on average, Saugerties police 
officers revive two individuals per month using 
Narcan kits; this number does not include the 

number of individuals revived by Diaz Ambulance 
paramedics and members of Saugerties’ various 
volunteer fire departments.

“The sooner Narcan can be administered in a 
suspected opioid overdose, the better chances we 
have in saving someone’s life,” wrote Sinagra in a 
press release. “It is for this reason that the Sauger-
ties Police Department has taken this endeavor on, 
in hopes of getting Narcan into the hands of those 
who are likely to witness or respond to an opioid 
overdose.”

— Christina Coulter

\7
WHY PRINT?

A newspaper can be had by 
anyone with a dollar. You don’t 
need an expensive, soon-to-be 
obsolete tablet or Internet con-
nection. An important consider-
ation for democracy. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N



4  •  Feb.  6 ,  2020   saugerties times

Library Director
continued from page 1

in Rockland County’s Spring Valley, the Grafton 
Public Library in Grafton, Mass., and the Bolton 
Public Library in Bolton, Mass. While she has also 
served as a librarian, Rogers feels more satisfied in 
an administrative role.

“As a librarian, you are kind of focused on one 
part of a whole picture,” she explained. “When 
you’re a library director, you see a whole picture, the 
whole library, all of its programs, everything that 
is happening in the library you have to be aware of 
it. When you’re a librarian, it’s one specific service 
that you’re focused on.”

Rogers earned a master’s degree in library science 
at SUNY Albany after finishing her undergrad work 
at Dominican College in Rockland County. She said 
she “always knew” that she would embark on the 
career path of a librarian, but spent a period volun-
teering with Americorps’ Vista program, working in 
human service roles for domestic violence victims 
and other at-risk groups. She said this experience 
informed her later library career.

“Libraries are nice, peaceful places for everyone. 
There’s always something in a library for everyone 
in a community — hat’s another thing I’ve always 
loved about libraries, it’s a place where everyone can 
go to,” she said. “You don’t have to spend money, 
you can come here and be, and no one is going to 
kick you out for not spending money. If it’s to come 
in and use the bathroom or because it’s cold out-
side, that’s OK. A librarian is one of the only other 
professions where you can speak to a professional 
for free. You can try to get information from your 
doctor or pharmacist, but they’re going to have you 
make an appointment. You can go in and speak to 

your librarian, and there’s no cost.”
Rogers volunteers with Family of Woodstock, 

Bethel Woods Center for the Arts and other orga-
nizations.

“I think it’s important to do volunteer work, I 
think it’s important to be of service to other people. 
Not everybody can do volunteer work, that’s OK – I 
feel that if you can, you should.”

Patronizing Spring Valley’s library as a child, 
years before her later employment there as an adult, 
she loved the Little House on the Prairie, Wizard of 
Oz and Judy Bloom series, books by Beverly Cleary 
and Anne of Green Gables. Even now, Rogers said 
that her favorite book was E.B. White’s Charlotte’s 
Web, which is currently displayed in the library as 
her “staff pick” book.

“It has everything in it— it’s about life, love, 
friendship, loss.” She also recommends Alice Walk-
er’s The Color Purple (“After I read it, I thought, 
‘Jow did I not read this book sooner.’”)  Plots that 
take place in New York, she said, resonate deeply 
with her — she specifically recommended Betty 
Smith’s A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, a novel about a 
poor family’s struggles in the early decades of the 
20th century.

“I love the Hudson Valley area, I love the history, 
I love all the food and wine and its diversity,” she 
said. “I love New York City, in that there’s always 
something to do there, there’s lots of museums and 
things to do. I love the food. When I was a kid, my 
parents used to take us camping to Lake George 
for summer vacation, and I love that area as well. 
I love the Adirondack Mountains. There’s just so 
many stories in New York. I love meeting all the 
people and listening to them.”

Among Rogers’ hobbies include museum-perus-
ing and wine-tasting, a favorite leisure activity with 
her husband. She recommends El Paso Winery in 
Ulster Park, Robibero Winery in New Paltz, and 
Applewood Winery in Warwick.

“What I find interesting about wineries, once 
you start tasting local wines and comparing them, 
you can almost start to taste the soil of where they 
grew out of,” she explained. “Then you start to taste 

other local foods, and not that it tastes the same, 
but you can feel and taste that they come from the 
same area. There’s this combined taste of ‘this goes 
together, this should go together.’”

Currently,  Rogers lives in Ellenville 

with her husband, two cats (one named Charlotte — in 
homage to her favorite book — another named Spal-
ding and a dog named Buddy). She said that she was 
drawn to work at the Saugerties Library because she 
was “ready for the challenge” of a larger community.

“This community seems very supportive of the 
library being here, being open to library services, 
and unfortunately that’s not always the case — they 
don’t see a library as necessary. That’s been very 
nice to not have to worry about that, to worry about 
people not being in favor of the library.”

Rogers touted the library’s extensive calendar 
of events, promoting the Saugerties Film Society’s 
weekly Saturday movie showings, the Dungeons & 
Dragons group that meets on Tuesday and Thurs-
day, and the Motherless Daughters’ Support Group 
that meets once per month. Additional library 
programming is available at www.saugertiespub-
liclibrary.org.

“I think what people can do to help their library 
is to use their library — get a library card, come in 
and read the newspaper or check out a book, use 
the Internet service that the library has,” she said 
when asked how residents could help the local li-
brary. “Using the library in some way always helps 
the library.”

— Christina Coulter

• Personal Injury • Estate Planning • Estate Administration • Divorce/Family Law

• Wills & Trusts • Real Estate • Bankruptcy • Foreclosures • Elder Law • Business Law
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WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

PHOENIX CBD
Beauty, Health and Wellness

Hair Care, Skin Care, Stress Relief and Pain Management

Our team of CBD Specialists are here 
to answer your questions about 
how CBD can enrich your life.

Gift Cards available!  
Winter Store Hours: Wed. - Sun. 11am - 6pm

232 Main St., Saugerties, NY 12477 • (845) 247-3538

F ine  Wines  and  Sp i r i t s
Rt 212 (CVS Plaza), Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Mon - Sat  10am - 9pm

Sunday  12 - 5pm

  25%
 OFF 

A CASE OF WINE
with this ad only

CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Expires 2/29/20
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published 52 times a year by Ulster Publishing Co., Inc., 322 Wall St., 
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PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402-3329.
Subscriptions are $45 per year in-county, $40 senior citizen rate, $50 out 
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To learn more go to hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe 
Saugerties Times is distributed at $1.50 per copy at Saugerties area 
newsstands. 
Contact: 845-334-8200 or saugertiestimes@gmail.com.
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New jobs promised
County executive wants to create 1000 positions in 1000 days

By Christina Coulter

The focus of Pat Ryan’s first 

State-of-the-County address Thurs-
day morning, January 30, at Kings-
ton High School was on programs 
and initiatives that would provide 

more economic opportunities to keep more 
young people in Ulster County after graduation. 
Ryan graduated from the school 20 years ago.
After a warm introduction from high-school guid-
ance counselors Alan Aidala and Karen Madonna, 
Ryan addressed an audience of about 150, with a 
larger number of students in attendance than pol-
iticians. “I was told that if you wanted to succeed, 
you needed to leave,” said Ryan, who attended West 
Point and started a software company after two 
army deployments to Iraq. “You needed to go away 
to college, you needed to move to a city to get a job, 
that success wasn’t here. The idea that you need 
to leave Ulster County to be successful is bullshit.”
There was an eruption in the crowd. As it subsid-
ed, Ryan apologized for his harsh language. He 
explained. In a poll given to current students from 
Ulster County’s nine school districts, he said, only 15 
percent reported that they definitely planned to stay 
in Ulster County. Some 47.6 percent said that they 
planned to leave the county. Ryan said that he hoped 
to change that “bummer.” He wanted all of them 
“at least considering” settling down in the county.
“I just remember over and over people asking me some 
version of the same question,” he reported. “What 
are you doing next? Do you have it all figured out?”
At that time, he himself knew he wasn’t going 
to stay. “I didn’t think that I would be back here 
in this position today,” he said. “I’m hoping that, 

after today, when you’re asked that question, 
where do you see yourself in five years, that at least 
being here in Ulster County is a real possibility.”

Y o u t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n n o u n c e d
In just under three years, the Ryan administra-
tion has set a goal of pairing 1000 students with 
local careers in emerging industries in the tech, 
green, agricultural, and creative-arts sectors. (He 
wasn’t entirely sure when the 1000 days would 
begin, Ryan told reporters after his address, 
but he was determined to achieve the result). 
The program, led by the county’s Department 
of Economic Development, will include a mar-
keting program to make the process easy for 
youths and those transitioning to new careers.
Seventy-six percent of the students, he said, marked 
the existential climate crisis as their top priority. Just 
over 61 percent gave the first spot to “human rights.”

Ryan announced tuition assistance through a 
$249,700 grant from the New York State Energy 
Research Development Authority for Ulster County 
residents attending the Green Careers Academy at 
SUNY Ulster. The Green Youth Fellowship program, 
he said, would place recent high school and college 
grads in green jobs across the county. Funding for 
this program is included in the county’s 2020 budget.
Other opportunities will be created. Some 45 per-
cent of Ulster County residents had volunteered in 
the last year in some capacity. Ryan announced the 
“Living History” volunteering initiative, through 
which students between the ages of 14 and 18 out-
fitted with cameras will visit elderly residents who 
are housebound. The young people would be ready 
to provide company and record personal histories. 
Ryan also touted an attempt to increase the number 
of individuals volunteering with emergency services. 

Youths between the ages of 14 and 20 can receive 
training and join their local fire outfits at the age of 16. 
Working with UlsterCorps, the Ryan administration 
aims to assist youths to find fulfilling volunteer op-
portunities with nonprofit and government entities. 
Ryan alluded briefly to a county-wide housing initia-
tive. He said later that further details would become 
available this month, and that the initiative would 
require “a tight partnership with the legislature.”

“ We  h a v e  a  h o u s i n g  e m e r g e n c y ”
“[It will start with] an in-depth study of what 
the need is,” he said. “Anecdotally, we know 
we need this, but we want to know that it’s da-
ta-driven. We are looking at county-owned sites 
that could be made shovel-ready for workforce 
housing and senior housing...We have a housing 
emergency, by definition as well as my sense of 
the situation, and all options are on the table.”
New county comptroller March Gallagher has start-
ed a push for an audit of local Airbnb accommoda-
tions. She has said that a large portion of the housing 
crisis may have been  caused by the fact that “so much 
of the housing stock is put into short-term rentals.”
County legislature chair Dave Donaldson agreed 
with Gallagher in a later interview. “We need af-
fordable housing, market price housing, workforce 
housing,” he said. “We need housing. What’s not 
helping it is the Airbnb stuff, people are buying 
houses, leaving them and just renting them on 
Airbnb. [Pat Ryan and I] both feel that we need to 
do a housing study to find out what we need, where 
we need it, how much of it we need, and so on.”
Youths interested in participating in career-place-
ment or volunteer programs touted by Ryan at the 
address can text “JOIN” to 877-875-5786.

Helping Taylor

Benefit Sunday to raise money to aid teen recovering from cancer

U ntil November 2018, Taylor Block, 

now 16, was a typical teen who loved 
softball, skiing and the Jonas Broth-
ers. But then she was diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma, a devastating bone 

cancer. After enduring over 15 surgical procedures 
to correct damage that weakened one of her legs, 
she is hopeful that she will be able to attend prom 
in May. She came back home to Saugerties three 
weeks ago after a 12-week stay at Sloan-Kettering 
in the intensive care unit.

The Saugerties Good Neighbor Campaign is 

hosting a benefit for Taylor on Sunday, Feb. 9. The 
group, headed by Patricia Rauh and Diane Cruz, 
raised thousands last year for the family of Leah 
Storm, now 4, who was born with congenital heart 
and renal failure and required a kidney transplant. 
This year, the group raised money for the family of 
Jeff Madelone, who needed a special van after his 
Lou Gehrig’s disease worsened.

“She’s very bright, she’s a sweet kid, all the 
moms just love her and say, ‘Taylor can come over 
any time she wants’, she’s always been like that,” 
said Christine Block of her daughter. “She’s a good 

student, she’s hilarious, she’s always making people 
laugh. She’s always been a bit of a talker. I would 
always get home and, you know the notes on the 
report cards? They would always say she talked a 
little bit too much, that’s the extent of the trouble 
she gets into.”

Taylor’s first surgery was on Feb. 8 of last year 
— since, she has undergone more procedures to 
combat infection caused by plates and rods put in 
by surgeons to support her leg. According to her 
mother, she is currently on eight different antibi-
otics. While she is now cancer-free, the hardware 
causing the infection in her leg cannot be removed 
for another six to 12 months, until her bones fuse 
together and can stand on their own.

“You take two steps forward and then all of a 
sudden you take two steps back because something 
else is always thrown into the mix,” said Christine. 
“This kid, every single time she got chemo she had 
to get into the hospital for a week. She had cellulitis 
a couple of times. She got c-diff. Anything that she 
could catch, it was crazy. She had a chemo stroke 
last year ... It’s just been very stressful on her. She’s 
finally feeling a little bit of normalcy since we’ve been 
home. Her friends come and see her. Her friends are 
all driving, she still doesn’t. She gets out with them 
a little more. She’s behind about a year [in school 
work]. She’s supposed to be halfway through 11th 
grade, she’s only halfway through 10th.”

At 3:30 p.m. this Sunday, Feb. 9, a benefit to 
raise money toward the Block family’s expenses 
will be held at St. John the Evangelist Church at 
915 Route 212, in the form of a Valentine’s Dance. 
A pasta dinner with homemade meatballs and sau-
sage, along with desserts donated by local bakers, 
will be served. A 50/50 raffle will take place, along 
with a silent auction. Raffle tickets for a grand prize 
of $1,000 are currently available for purchase at 
Sawyer Motors, Frank’s Village Jewelers and Town 
and Country Liquors.

Donations of $250, $500 or $1000 from indi-
viduals or corporate sponsors can be made via check 
payable to the Sawyer Motors Foundation, 501c for 
tax purposes. The address is Sawyer Motors Foun-
dation, POB 320, Saugerties, NY 12477 — please 
note Taylor’s name at the bottom of the check.

Any further questions can be fielded by Patricia 
Rauh at (845) 532-3538 or Diane Cruz at (914) 
388-4948.

— Christina Coulter

Taylor Block.
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An uphill battle
Saugerties robotics teams overcome adversity 

By Crispin Kott

T hree teams representing the 

Saugerties High School robotics 
program traveled to Connecticut last 
weekend for the Vex Robotics Competi-
tion at Weston High School, a 63-team 

tournament where students from different schools 
may find themselves battling another team in one 
round and joining forces with them in the next. 

“This isn’t a participation event,” said Bryan 
Van Vliet, a Saugerties technology teacher who’s 
the robotics program’s faculty adviser. “You need 
to be in the top 16 to move on, and the way Vex 
works, you constantly are rotating partners. So you 
could be against a team in your first competition 
and then be partnered with them the second time 
through. You can’t be hostile because they’re going 
to be your foe in one opportunity and then your 
friend in the next.”

Of the three Saugerties teams in the Vex tourna-
ment, Carter’s Crew fared best, placing 27th overall 
after going 3-2 in competition. Another team from 
SHS, the Cronies, finished 46th after going 2-3, while 
the Pirates finished 62nd after posting an 0-5 record. 
The immense resolve the teams showed began with 
getting up extremely early on a Saturday morning 
to take a school bus to Connecticut. “They were all 
at school at 4:45 in the morning,” said Van Vliet. 
“I don’t think any of us have ever seen that hour 
in the classroom before, and they were all in there 
packing stuff up, getting ready to go. So that was 

definitely exciting.”

“We made the best of it”
Before the competition began, members of the 

SHS robotics team met members of the competition.
It was determined upon check-in that the Sau-
gerties robots as assembled didn’t qualify for the 
tournament. “We were a little underprepared as 
far as like our exact components went,” explained 
Carter Vail, captain of Carter’s Crew. “We really just 
didn’t have enough motor strength with the motors 
we had and the pieces we could use on them. So it 
was kind of an uphill battle, but we worked together 
with the random other teams. And even though the 
competition was steep, I think we made the best of 
it and really had a great experience.”

The Vex Robotics Competition opens with 
round-robin matches until 16 teams remain. In 
the earlier rounds, teams were paired with other 
teams, with each using their robots to compete 
against others. At Vex, the robots stack six-inch 
cubes which weigh 200 grams. The goal is to build 
a tower within a specified safe zone. With the teams 
drawing cubes from the same pile, the competition 
can get very fierce. 

While the competition unfolds in real time, a 
significant amount of pre-match work goes into 
the design and construction of a robot. But some 
decisions are made on the fly during the competition. 

Jeremy Cornelison, a senior at Saugerties High, 
was captain of the Cronies. “I personally like the 
problem-solving aspect of it, and just having a 
conversation with my team,” he said, “what’s good 

to do when stuff goes wrong and just figuring ev-
erything out.”

“We really needed to give it 110 percent”
Despite having to rebuild on the fly upon arriving 

at Weston High, and even then sometimes having 
less up-to-date equipment than many of their 
opponents, the students in the Saugerties robotics 
program did well under difficult circumstances. “I 
think it really united us and strengthened us,” said 
Cornelison. “We really needed to give it 110 percent 
even just to contend with everybody else there.”

According to Van Vliet, the Saugerties contin-
gent of 18 students might not have made it to the 
Vex Robotics Competition at all. A very generous 
$7500 donation by Sawyer Motors helped keep 
the program afloat. For the five senior boys who 
participated, this was their first time at Vex since 
the eighth grade.

To keep the program going beyond this year, 
Van Vliet deliberately included underclassmen on 
each of the three Saugerties teams. “We just never 
had the funding to get back [to Vex] until this year,” 
Van Vliet said. “So when the funding came through, 
I told them that they could have their own teams 
with the stipulation that they had to pick some 
underclassmen so that we would have a program 
in the future. So they split themselves up evenly 
they picked juniors, sophomores and freshmen 
that they felt might work well with them. And then 
I picked two eighth-grade students that they felt 
they could work with as well to kind of understand 
how things go.”

Mixing it up meant taking advantage of the 
different strengths of different students. 

“Two of my close friends on the team pretty much 
built the whole thing,” said Vail, who prefers the 
coding aspect of robotics. “And then I went back 
through and made sure all the loaders were coded 
properly so that we could run smoothly and all the 
buttons were laid out the way we needed them to. 
But definitely everyone brings something different 
to the table when you’re making a team.”

Underwater competiton comes next
Next up for the SHS robotics program is the 

Greater New York Regional SeaPerch Challenge, a 
qualifying tournament in Garden City on Saturday, 
March 28. Though SeaPerch is an underwater ro-
botics competition, the design is less complex and 
therefore less expensive. More students from the 
school can participate. 

“It’ll be a much more simplistic version of 
what we had to build [for Vex],” said Cornelison. 
“Everything is just made out of PVC and he has 
three motors.”

Van Vliet came away from the Vex competition 
extremely impressed with how his students han-
dled adversity, a good sign not only for that day’s 
matches but also the future of the robotics program 
at Saugerties High. 

“We had just driven two hours and were told that 
the robots weren’t gonna work,” he said. “Now a lot 
of people would sit there and decided to pack up and 
go home. Our kids went around to other teams and 
they were able to borrow pieces to get compliant.

“And I’ve got to say the competition’s wonderful 
because schools really do look out for each other. So 
a couple of our freshmen started asking people and 
the next thing you know they had the right battery 
part. I mean, but a lot of people would’ve just sat 
there and said, ‘Oh, it’s not compliant, let’s go home.’ 
These kids sit there and say, ‘What do I need to do 
to make it compliant? Let’s make it happen.’” 

The Cronies (l to r) Emma Maxwell (8th), Fiona Horvath (Fr), Jeremy Cornelison (Sr), Jade Menesis (Fr), Mark 
Danza (Sr).
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Ready for 
the hoops 
playoffs

The Saugerties High School 

varsity girls’ basketball team re-
bounded from their worst game of 
the season by turning in one of their 
best last week. The two contests were 

separated by just two days. 
Though the Sawyers are a robust 10-4 as 

of press time, it’s fair to say their 63-38 home 
loss to Mid-Hudson Athletic League power-
house FDR on Wednesday, January 29 was 
not the team’s best effort. Christie Collins (15 
points) and Sage Fanelli (11 points) combined 
to score all but a dozen of Saugerties’ points.
The team didn’t have to wait long to re-right the 
ship. On Friday, January 31, non-league opponent 
O’Neill came to town, giving the Sawyers the perfect 
antidote for even the mere whiff of malaise. Sauger-
ties won 74-22. The old maxim that lopsided affairs 
are closer than the final score might imply was not 
the case in the Saugerties High gym. 

The Sawyers vastly outperformed the Warriors 
in every measurable category save one: O’Neill held 
a 1-0 advantage in blocks. Elsewhere, Saugerties led 
in rebounds (49-39), assists (19-3), steals (10-6), 
field-goal percentage (41-12), three-point field-
goal percentage (41-20) and free-throw percentage 
(60-37). 

Fanelli led all scorers with 20 points, six rebounds 
and two assists, proving ruthless from downtown. 
Also excelling were Collins (19 points, 6 rebounds, 
3 assists), Molly Boek (9 points, 5 rebounds) and 
Vaiden Ferraro (8 points, 4 assists). 

The postseason is already locked in for the 
Sawyers, though their seeding and first-round 
competition has yet to be established. 

“I expect at least one crossover game and then 
the sectional placement will come out at that point,” 
said Sawyer head coach Heather Fanelli. “Because 
of our divisional record we will make sectionals, 
but it is hard to tell at this point which spot we will 
be in, because there are still divisional games that 
need to be played.”

Four games are left in the Sawyer regular season, 
beginning with a visit to New Paltz this Friday, Feb-
ruary 7. The final regular-season game at SHS next 
Tuesday, February 11 wwill be against league oppo-
nent Marlboro. Two days later the Sawyers hit the 
road for back-to-back games, first at Highland and 
then at Newburgh Free Academy on Valentine’s Day.
Coach Fanelli is looking at the recent past and her 
team’s blowout victory. “The O’Neill game was our 
tenth win, putting us at 10-4 for the season,” she said. 
“I’m extremely proud of this accomplishment and the 
work the girls have put in to reach this milestone.”

Staying in their lanes
The Saugerties High School bowling team split 

a road match with Section IX foe Middletown last 
week, with the girls winning 15-5 and the boys 
falling by the same margin. 

In a match held at Quinnz Pinz in Middletown 

on Thursday, January 15, Ashley Altieri led the 
Sawyer girls with a two-game 149-329 against the 
Middies’ Halley Sherman’s 191-362 series. 

Michael Peters led the Saugerties boys with a 
212-414 series, with Aero Ferrendino (210) and Chad 
McPeek (203) also contributing. Troy Maurizzo 
had the best individual game for Middletown with 
a 249, with Jason Rumsey (412) and Ryan Rumsey 
(411) working a solid series apiece. 

The Sawyers girls and boys are each 6-3 on the sea-
son with just four league matches remaining in the 
season. Saugerties heads to Goshen this Thursday, 
February 6, staying on the road for a battle against 
Newburgh Free Academy next Monday, February 10.
 They’re home at the Saugerties Bowlers Club the fol-
lowing afternoon when they host Washingtonville. 
The regular season wraps on Thursday, February 
13 with a visit to Highland. 

 — Crispin Kott

phyllis mccabe

Saugerties High School junior Maddy Bucci passes the ball to teammate Molly Boek while being guarded by 
O’Neill High School’s Emme Richards.
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OPINION

ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

LETTERS

Waste not want not
“Waste (or wastes) are unwanted or unusable 

materials. Waste is any substance which is discarded 
after primary use, or is worthless, defective and of 
no use. A by-product by contrast is a joint product of 
relatively minor economic value. A waste product 
may become a by-product, joint product or resource 
through an inven  on that raises a waste product’s 
value above zero.”                                       -- Wikipedia

H ow green is my Hudson Valley? 

Getting greener all the time, but 
pesky problems, most of which are 
universal to human societies, remain 
unresolved. For instance, how does a 

sustainable economy deal with the piles of waste it 
keeps accumulating? How can it learn to convert 
waste into waste products with a value above zero?

The monthly meeting of the board of the Ulster 
County Resource Recovery Agency on Monday 
afternoon last week at UCRRA headquarters in 
the Town of Ulster discussed the draft of a con-
sultant-produced ten-year local solid-waste man-
agement plan required by state government. And 
at his state-of-the-county address last Wednesday 
morning at Kingston High School county executive 
Pat Ryan extolled the contribution the green econo-
my — including innovations in waste management 
— can make to creating well-paying 21st-century 
jobs for Ulster County residents.

The UCRRA is a $16-million public authority 
that currently employs 30 to 35 people. Of its 
revenues, $14 million came from tipping fees, the 
amount charged from landfill users, currently $105 
per ton. According to the terms of a 2012 county 
flow-control law, all private haulers and individuals 
using the UCRRA facilities must pay the agency. 
The agency is then responsible for the separation 

of the waste, most of which is transported in large 
trailer-trucks 235 miles to the Seneca Meadows 
landfill in Waterloo, New York. An average of ten 
truckloads a day are exported to the disposal site 
about three and a half hours west of Kingston.

In November 2019, the Ulster County Legislature 
passed a resolution with only a single dissenting vote 
(legislator Ken Ronk’s) establishing Ulster County as a 
zero-waste community. It’s now county policy to work 
to reduce waste destined for landfills and incineration 
through sustainable materials management and the 
promotion of reuse. Ambitious goals have been set 
which will require recruitment and training for green 
jobs in a wide variety of fields, including innovative 
ways to divert materials from the solid-waste stream. 
Accomplishing the goals carries with it the substantial 
potential to create a demand for new green jobs.

County executive Pat Ryan’s attention is on the 
supply side: training young people for the new jobs. 
He proposed a Green Careers Academy at SUNY 
Ulster and a Green Youth Fellowships for local 
youths to train for work in green businesses and 
non-profits. Ryan called these measures “invest-
ments in solidifying Ulster County’s position as a 
leader in the green economy.”

Manna Jo Greene, a fourth-term legis-

lator from Rosendale, chairs both the legislature’s 
Energy and Environment Committee and the plan-
ning commission preparing the ten-year plan for 
dealing with solid waste. Also the environmental 
director for the Clearwater, Greene’s an influential 
figure In setting a direction for Ulster County’s 

environmental policies. Known for her detailed 

understanding of the issues, she prides herself on 
being solution-oriented. Greene is familiar with all 

the characters in the local environmental drama, and 
she works well with people of different talents and 
persuasions than herself. She likes to say things like “I 
used to be a tree-hugger, now I’m a resource person.”

Zero waste might be an unreachable goal, she 
conceded, but it’s a constructive approach nonetheless. 
”Zero waste would spell out how to get from here to 
there,” she said. “It’s about implementation.” She would 
like to see greater emphasis in the solid-waste plan on 
a reduction of waste, a diversion to reuse of materials 
from a landfill or an incinerator. She’d like a supplement 
to the draft ten-year solid-waste plan detailing how the 
county plans to substantially reduce the waste stream.

“We have an opportunity to self-actualize,” she 
explained after the meeting, waxing eloquent. “We 
have all this beauty, these natural resources, this 
diversity. We can do great things.”

In March 2018 Cornerstone Environmental Group, 
the UCRRA’s consultant, had produced a 304-page 
report for its client touting a joint solid-waste authority 
for the counties of Greene, Ulster and Sullivan. After 
criticism, that concept had “fallen by the wayside,” ac-
cording to UCRRA executive director Tim Rose. Last 
October Cornerstone submitted for UCRRA review a 
ten-year plan envisaging an Ulster County incinerator 
and landfill to be opened in 2028. 

Greene told the UCRRA board last Monday that 
it might be relying too much on its consultants. 
“You should be giving direction to Cornerstone as 
to the public comments rather than the other way 
around,” she said at one point. “The board should 
discuss the suggestions [made by the public].”

UCRRA board chairman Fred Wadnola didn’t agree. 
“We had been very proactive in the discussions,” he said.” 
He said the option chosen had been the least expensive.

“Cost is not the be-all, end-all,” remarked board 
member JoAnn Myers.

After further discussion and adoption by the 
UCRRA board, the ten-year plan will go to the 
legislature for approval. 

The terms of two of the five UCRRA board 
members, vice-chair Katherine Beinkafner and 
Charles Landi, have expired. Both have indicated 
a willingness to be reappointed. The legislative 
Energy and Environment Committee will recom-
mend candidates.   

Trump deflecting attention 
onto Biden

In the Presidential Impeachment Hearing, 
Donald Trump is accused of asking the President of 
Ukraine to “investigate the Bidens” for the purpose 
of laying a cloud of suspicion on his 2020 campaign 
rival. His consiglieres state that Trump is not guilty 
because Hunter Biden was on the Board of Directors 
of an energy company and he has no expertise in 
energy production. Following are/were members 
of the Burisma Energy Board (Burisma website): 
1, Alan Apter — expertise in investment banking; 
2. Aleksander Kwasniewski — former President 
of Poland; 3. Joseph Coter Black — past Director 
— CIA Counter Terrorism; 4. Karina Zlochevska 
— strategic director, international corporations; 5. 
Christina Sofocleans — expertise in corporate and 
commercial law; 6. Riginas Charalampas — accoun-
tancy; 7. Marina Pericleaus — commercial law; 8. 
Devon Archer — former advisor to John Kerry; 9. 
Hunter Biden — lawyer and lobbyist. Notice that not 
one of the Board Members has expertise in energy. 
Their primary purpose is to earn profits legally. 

INVESTOPEDIA, a business reporting service, 

states that corporate boards search for members 
who have experience in public relations, finance, 
accounting and legal experience in governance, 
strategy and development (not how to drill for gas 
or oil). You also might question Trump’s hypocrisy 
based on his selection of Jared Kushner to run 
Middle East Peace, Government Reform, the Opioid 
Crisis, Criminal Justice Reform, Liaison to Mexico, 
Liaison to China, Liaison to Muslim Countries, all of 
which Kushner has no expertise; and,  his daughter 
Ivanka as a White House advisor. 

Trump’s legal team says Hunter Biden is guilty of 
corruption because he was paid $600K per year. IN-
VESTOPEDIA reports that corporate board members 
in the US can earn as much as 6, 7 and 8 figures per 
year. Seems like Hunter Biden is on the low end here.

For sure it is the purpose of the Trump legal 
team to direct attention away from their client’s 
corrupt and dishonest behavior. Ask yourself, why 
does Trump select the Bidens and not refer to any 
other members of the Board, especially since no 
one has produced a scintilla of evidence of wrong 
doing. You should know I am not writing this in 
support of Hunter Biden or of the hiring practices 
of Burisma or any other corporation as they all hire 
friends and family; only, that it is not illegal.

                                                          William Hayes

 Saugerties

Soul-sick pawns
No matter what 51 self-serving, soul-sick sena-

tors say — and many who cravenly exonerated him 
have condemned his actions — President Trump, 
to enhance his reelection chances, sold out not only 
Ukraine to Putin, but us, just as he earlier sold out 

our intelligence agencies, our friends the Kurds, the 
brutalized Syrian people, and others to his Russian 
counterpart(ner). 

But “others” are just pawns to this president. 
Donald Trump has always sold and pushed out, 
cheated and cheated on, humiliated and mistreat-
ed others. Look at the pregnant wife he sold out 
for a porn star. Look at those he pushed out of 
his administration, and whom he then publicly 
humiliated. Look at those scammed by “Trump 
University.” Look at the contractors and workmen 
he stiffed. Look at the women who’ve accused him 
of sexual misconduct, including rape, charges made 
entirely plausible by his misogynistic philosophy: 
“Grab ’em by the pussy.” And that’s the short list; 
there are countless others. 

But one thing is bigger, more dire, than the rest: 
Look at our planet, and how he’s selling it out — 
maiming it; murdering it — for employment num-
bers and fuel-industry profits, all to ensure votes.

A president who’s sold out his country and his 
planet for self-gain is ready, willing, and, most peril-
ously, able — especially now, with his “exoneration” 
— to sell out anyone and everyone he hasn’t already: 
non-American and American; refugee and citizen; 
poor and rich; stranger and family; foe and friend; 
Palestinian and Israeli; atheist and Evangelist; 
born and unborn; Democrat and Republican; me 
and you. For to Donald Trump, we are all “others.” 

But we’re not “others” — we’re brothers and 
sisters. Please: If you support this monster, look 
in the mirror and ask yourself why, daily. If you 
oppose him, look for ways to bring him down, 
before it’s too late.

Tom Cherwin

Saugerties

CORRECTION

Due to a production error, the wrong picture 
ran on the front page of the paper last week. 
(The picture that was supposed to run can be 
seen on our Saugerties Times Facebook page.) 
The Saugerties Times regrets the error.
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LEGAL NOTICE
THE WEST CAMPER LLC 

filed Art. Of Org with SSNY 
12/15/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County, SSNY is desig-
nated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of such process to P.O. Box 91, 
West Camp, New York 12490. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):
Paramount Construction 

Enterprise LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/18/2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: Paramount Construction 
Enterprise LLC 11 Micheles 
Blvd, Saugerties, NY 12477. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts or 

activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: no 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):  
Blue Ocean Mars MI LLC. 
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY) on 
11/14/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY  
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Blue Ocean Mars 
MI LLC, 138 Glenerie Blvd. Sau-
gerties, NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
41 LIVINGSTON LLC 

filed Art. Of Org with SSNY 
01/02/2020. Office location: 
Ulster County, SSNY is desig-

LEGAL NOTICES

nated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of such process to 700 Ocean 
Avenue, Apt. 2K, Brooklyn, NY 
11226.

Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
MCH ENTERPRISES LLC 

filed Art. Of  Org. with SSNY 
01/02/2020. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County, SSNY is 
designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of such process to 59 
Canterbury Drive, Saugerties, 
NY 12477.  Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that 

a license, number “Pending” for 
Beer, Wine & Liquor has been 
applied for by the undersigned 
to sell Beer, Wine & Liquor at 
retail under the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Law at 10 PAVILION 

STREET SAUGERTIES NY 12477
for On Premises Consumption.  
SAUGERTIES STALLIONS,
INC.d/b/a THE STABLE CLUB
 
LEGAL NOTICE

H E N RY  P R O P E R T Y
MANAGEMENT LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 1/23/2019. Office
in Ulster Co.  SSNY  desig.
agent  of  LLC  whom process
may be served.  SSNY shall
mail process to 997 Kings
Hwy., Saugerties, NY 12477.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
 
LEGAL NOTICE

T-M Ferry Properties,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
12/6/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY
desig. as agent upon whom
process against may be served
& shall mail process to PO Box
479, Rosendale, NY 12472.
General Purpose.
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AMONG 
THE 
OAKS

I live in the woods, in what I call an oak 

forest. These majestic trees, from 50 to 100 
feet tall, are 50-plus years old. Oak are known 
to grow as old as 500 years. They can be a very 
determined tree. Their noble stance is a symbol 

of strength. They provide a living legend representing 
all that is true, wholesome, stable and noble.

Their waxy leaves do not want to join the soil that 
so readily helped them get to where they are today. 
They seem determined not to follow the maple, the 
beech, the willow and most forest dwellers. They 
hang on well after most of their neighbors have 

enriched the dirt surrounding my yard. When I 
look out over my lawn, I wonder if those leaves were 
just waiting for my fall equipment to be put away to 
fall. But they are truly part of my lawn scene. The 
snow has left my lawn looking ragged and marked 
with oak leaves not wanting to leave any time soon.

The oak tree is a determined character, as ev-
idenced by the volume of acorns it produces. In a 
good year a single tree can produce 10,000 acorns. 
Some think an overabundance of acorns signals a 
severe winter to come. 

The scientists are not in full agreement. They’re 
not entirely sure that trees are better at predicting 
the future then we are.

My grandmother would certainly have disagreed 
with the skepticism of those men of science. She 
watched nature for the information it could give 
us. She believed that Mother Nature was all we 
needed to live in peace with the world around us.  

The oaks in my yard may be anxious about their 
future this year. I have a full carpet of acorns. If these 
seeds are allowed to grow, my house will become 

hard to find. It will be a castle deep in a magic forest.

The  acorn has been a good-luck symbol, rep-
resenting prosperity, youthfulness, power and 
spiritual growth.   Carrying an acorn is believed to 
protect from illnesses, aches, and other pains. An 
acorn in your window sill protects your home from 
lightning strikes. My grandmother always carried 
one in her pocketbook. My aunt Lillian put one in 
my grandmother’s coffin the day of her funeral. My 
grandmother was going to meet someone along the 
voyage who might need help.

The next time you may be enjoying a glass of 
Pinot Noir or Cabernet Sauvignon, think of that 
oak barrel contributing its aromatic flavor to the 
fermenting grapes.  And of course the cork oak has 
been used as stoppers for wine from the time of the 
ancient Greece.

The shape of the oak leaf has been used in 
medals for years by the military, denoting offi-
cers’ ranks. Oak-leaf clusters  serve as decorative 
devices used to denote awards of  a particular 
military decoration. Multiple  oak-leaf clus-
ters indicate the number of decorations received.
The oak tree is legendary. It has been found in fairy 
tales and myths throughout the ages. Even though 
I complain about the pesky everlasting leaves, I am 
happy with my oak forest. I hear my oaks singing in the 
summer breezes, chattering in the colorful fall, and 
stark, grey and reassuringly strong in the winter winds.
Wrote John Rae Ryder, “Every noble achievement 
is a dream before it is a reality, just as the oak is an 
acorn before it is a tree.”

OUTDOORS
Barbara Buono

CALL JAY: 845-742-4068
www.FoamcoInc.com

• New Construction
• Additions
• Renovations

• Existing Homes
• Crawl Spaces
• Attics



10  •  Feb.  6 ,  2020   saugerties times

CommunityNotes
COMMUNITY

Council of Churches food pantry running low
The food pantry run by the Saugerties Area Council 
of Churches serves as many as 500 men, women and 
children each month. But donations have been few 
lately, so the nonprofi t is asking the public to consider 
making a donation to help those in need. Donations are 
completely tax-deductible. Mail donations to Sauger-
ties Food Pantry, Box 723, Saugerties NY 12477. Any 
assistance is appreciated.

Jazzberwocky Sunday
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. 
will host “Jazzberwocky Sunday” featuring special 
jazz guests on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 10:30 a.m. Everyone 
is welcome.

Shrove Tuesday meal
Atonement Lutheran Church at 100 Market St. will 
host a Shrove Tuesday meal on Tuesday evening, Feb. 
25. A meal of pancakes and sausages will be followed 
by the burning of the palms. Free-will off erings are 
accepted. Everyone is welcome. For more information, 
call 246-8322.

Black History Month fi lm screening and book 
release
The Saugerties Film Society and ShoutOut Saugerties 
are co-sponsoring an event at the Saugerties Public 
Library, 91 Washington Ave., on Saturday, Feb. 29 at 6 
p.m. In recognition of Black History Month, there will be 
a screening of the 1974 fi lm, Attica, which details one 
of the bloodiest civil rights confrontations in American 
history. Saugerties-based author, Jared Reinmuth, will 
also be present to talk about his newly released graphic 
novel, “Big Black: Stand at Attica.” The book takes an un-
fl inching look at the true cost of standing up to injustice, 
told by the man at the center of the confl ict: Frank “Big 
Black” Smith. Admission is free and open to the public.
In the summer of 1971, New York’s Attica State Prison 
was a symbol of everything broken in America – prisoner 
abuse, rampant racism and a blind eye turned toward 
the injustices perpetrated on the powerless. But when 
the guards at Attica overreacted to a minor incident, 
the prisoners decided they’d had enough, and revolted 
against their jailers, taking them hostage and making 
demands for humane conditions.

Lenten study group
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. 
will host a Lenten study group at 12:30 p.m. following 
Sunday worship on the following Sundays: March 1, 
8, 22 and 29. The discussion will deal with concerns 
about death and dying. There will be alternate sessions 
held on Thursday, March 5, 12, 26 and April 2 at 7 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome. For more information, contact 
Pastor Ruth at refsaug@yahoo.com or call 246-2867.

Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame induction banquet
The 2020 induction banquet for the Saugerties Sports 
Hall of Fame will take place on Saturday, April 18 at 
Diamond Mills Hotel, 25 S. Partition St. Doors open at 
5 p.m. The club will honor Pat Caff rey, Jay Dodig, Mark 
Herb, Steve “Einer” Martin (posthumously) and Jimmy 
Speirs (posthumously) as new members. A cocktail hour 
will be held from 5:30-6:30 p.m. followed by ceremonies 
and dinner at 6:30 p.m. Tickets cost $30, available by 
contacting Mike Hasenbalg at mikehasenbalg@yahoo.
com or (914) 388-2348. Early reservations are advised, 
as tickets sell out.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Free screening of ‘8½’
The Saugerties Film Society will present a screening 
of Federico Fellini’s 1963 fi lm, “8½,” at the Saugerties 
Public Library, 91 Washington Ave., on Saturday, Feb. 8 
at 6 p.m. The surrealist comedy drama features Marcello 
Mastroianni. Admission is free.

Participate in Chamber’s annual street art project
The deadline for artists and sponsors to apply to 
participate in the Saugerties Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Fluttering Around Saugerties” public art project is 
Friday, Feb. 14. Once applications are in, the Chamber 
will host an event to match artists with sponsors. All 
of the concept designs will be displayed and spon-
sors will choose an artist based on a number system. 
Artists will receive their materials in the beginning of 
March with the butterfl ies fl uttering onto the streets 
in May. At summer’s end, the Chamber will auction 
off  the butterfl ies at a gala, with one third of the pro-
ceeds going to the artist, one third to the Chamber 
and another third to a local charity of the Chamber’s 
choosing. For more information and applications, visit 
discoversaugerties.com.

Free fi lm screenings recognize Black History 
Month
The Saugerties Film Society will present Daughters 
of the Dust (1991), written and directed by Julie 
Dash, on Saturday, Feb. 15 at 6 p.m. The fi lm tells the 
story of three generations of women from the Gullah 
culture and was the fi rst fi lm by an African-American 
woman to be distributed theatrically. On Saturday, 
Feb. 22 at 6 p.m. Jump at the Sun (2008), directed 
by Sam Pollard, off ers a documentary profi le of 
American author, anthropologist and fi lmmaker, Zora 
Neale Hurston. The fi lms are screened at the Sauger-
ties Public Library, 91 Washington Ave.

Saugerties Pro Musica concert
Cellist Rebecca Hartka returns to the Saugerties Pro 
Musica series on Sunday, Feb. 16 at 3 p.m. with her 
new collaborator, guitarist Jose Lezcano. The two 
will perform a program that includes music by com-
posers from Spain, Brazil, France and Argentina, and 
also features a composition by each performer. The 
concert is held at the United Methodist Church, on the 
corner of Washington Ave. and Post St. Tickets cost $15 
for adults, $12 for seniors and are free for students. There 
will be refreshments at a meet-the-artists reception 
after the concert. For more information, visit http://
www.saugertiespromusica.org or call (845) 679-5733

Emerge Gallery featuring Saugerties-based artists 
in ‘Exit 20’
Emerge Gallery & Art Space at 228 Main St. is featuring 
“Exit 20: An Exhibition of Work by Saugerties Artists,” on 
view through Sunday, March 1, when a closing reception 
for the show will be held from 3-5 p.m. The exhibit is a 
multi-media group show of 29 Saugerties-based artists. 
The window at Emerge Gallery features art by sculptor 
Alex Kveton. Gallery hours are Fridays and Saturdays 
from noon to 6 p.m. and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. 
For more information, visit emergegalleryny.com.

ShoutOut Saugerties awarding two grants
ShoutOut Saugerties, in conjunction with the Town of 
Saugerties, will give two awards to individuals working 
in visual or decorative arts, music, literary arts, fi lm, 
video, media, dance or performance art, honoring 
the lifetime of work by Susana Meyer, her work with 
artists and her contributions to the creative life of 
Saugerties. The deadline for submissions is March 2.
The awards provide support for original projects that 
further an understanding of the human spirit and the 
world we live in and that by their execution cause 
no damage to the environment. The project must be 
completed, or in a form to be shown, by Oct. 1. An 
award of $1,000 will be given to an artist who has been 
working in her or his fi eld for at least fi ve years and 
demonstrates accomplishment through publications, 
exhibits, concerts, or other public presentation of 
work. An award of $500 will be given to a person or 
persons with experience in the arts who will develop 
a creative project that enhances Saugerties, its look, 
communality or natural resources. For more information 
on how to apply, visit https://www.shoutoutsaugerties.
org/susana-meyer-creative-arts-award. 

Student photography exhibit at library

Photography by Saugerties High School students will 
be on display in the library’s Stephen L. Crohn Gallery 
through February. Thanks to a generous grant from 
Jimmy Fallon – Saugerties High School graduate and 
current host of NBC’s The Tonight Show – the high 
school’s art department was able to bring back a pho-
tography course for students in grades 10 through 12. 
For a third year now, all students have access to Nikon 
D3400 digital cameras, a color laser printer and the 
Adobe Creative Cloud Suite. The class off ers students 
the opportunity to gain professional skills that will 
make them competitive in the workplace and trains 
them to spot captivating images. Students learn digital 
manipulation using Adobe Photoshop to creatively alter 
digital images and learn how to analyze and critique 
a photograph.

New cable shows
“The Anatomy of the Human Mind” course, created 
by L. Ron Hubbard, begins airing on Lighthouse TV23 
this week. Part one, “A Course Orientation,” airs Friday, 
Feb. 7 at 1 and 8 p.m. Part two, “The Reactive Mind,” 
airs Friday, Feb. 14 at noon and 8 p.m. Part three, 
“The Engram,” airs Friday, Feb. 21 at 1 and 8 p.m.
Beginning in March, the cable channel will air “Strata: 
Portraits of Humanity,” in-depth coverage of global 
archaeological and cultural heritage topics. The series 
will air on the fi rst Saturday of each month at 2 and 
9 p.m. Also beginning in March will be “Just Coolin’: 
Tributes to the Jazz Greats,” on Fridays at 1 and 8 p.m. 
The show will feature Cliff ord Brown, Quincy Jones, Wes 
Montgomery and Roy Ayers, among others.

Lighthouse TV23 top picks this week
Saturday, Feb. 8 at 1 and 8 p.m. “Invasive Species on 
Esopus Creek” by Ernie Mortuzans.Sunday, Feb. 9 at 
noon and 6 p.m. “Ride the Bus: UCAT.” Produced by 
Ed Trnka and LWV Study Group.Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 11 
a.m. and 8 p.m. “Inspirational Thoughts to Live By” 
with Bryan Golden. This week: Have Goals. Running 
time: one minute.Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 11 a.m. and 
5 p.m. “Saugerties Village Board Meeting” recorded 
Feb. 3.Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 1 and 7 p.m. “Town of 
Saugerties Board Meeting” recorded Feb. 5.

CIVIC

Ethics Committee meeting
The Town of Saugerties Ethics Committee will meet 
on Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the building 
department’s conference room at Town Hall, 4 High St.

Saugerties Democrats seeking candidates
The Saugerties Democratic Committee is inviting en-
rolled Democrats to consider running for Town Justice 
in the November election. Send an application with 
resume to the committee at Box 511, Saugerties NY 
12477 or email saugertiesdemocraticcommittee@gmail.
com. Please submit applications by Wednesday, Feb. 12. 

Claudia Andreassen seeking reelection
The Honorable Claudia Andreassen announces she will 
be seeking reelection for her third four-year term as 
Saugerties Town Justice. Andreassen may be reached 
for questions or comments at claudia.andreassen@
gmail.com.

Saugerties Democrats all in for Michelle Hinchey
The Saugerties Democratic Committee unanimously 
endorsed Michelle Hinchey for New York State Senate 
at its Jan. 28 meeting, held at the Senior Center on 
Market St. Committee members were joined by mem-
bers of the public to hear Hinchey lay out her agenda 
and fi eld questions. She spoke about how she would 
address climate change, the economy, local family 
farms and the home care crisis. Born and raised in 
Saugerties with long roots in the community, Hinchey 
is the town Democrats’ favored candidate. She will 
be considered for endorsement by the Ulster County 
Democratic Committee at its convention on Feb. 19.
“I have known Michelle Hinchey since she was a child 
growing up in Saugerties,” said Lanny Walter, Sau-
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gerties Democratic Committee chair. “She is bright, 
principled and committed to ensuring a better life for 
the people of our district. We have a winner in Michelle.”
Hinchey is running in the 46th New York State Dis-
trict, which covers parts of Ulster, Albany and Sche-
nectady counties and all of Greene and Montgomery 
counties. The seat is currently held by Republican 
George Amedore, who chose not to seek reelection.
“It’s especially meaningful for me to be endorsed by 
my hometown committee,” said Hinchey. “I want to 
thank Chairman Lanny Walter and the entire Saugerties 
Democratic Committee for their unwavering support. 
I look forward to my community, and the entire 46th 
District, having the Upstate representation we fi nally 
deserve in Albany.”

SCHOOLS

Kindergarten registration for fall
The Saugerties Central School District will host 
four sessions to register children for kindergarten 
classes this fall. The schedule is as follows: Cahill 
Elementary, Monday, Feb. 24 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Morse Elementary, Tuesday, Feb. 25 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Mt. Marion Elementary, Wednesday, 
Feb. 26 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Riccardi Ele-
mentary, Thursday, Feb. 27 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Registration may be completed at any school, regardless 
of where the student will attend. A photo ID is necessary 
to enter school buildings. Registration packets and 
kindergarten information have been mailed to parents. 
For those who need forms and have not received 
them, call the registrar’s offi  ce at 247-6500, ext. 9211.
Children must be fi ve years of age on or before Dec. 
1, 2020 and provide complete immunization records 
to be eligible for registration. (New York State (NYS) 
Public Health Law Section 2164 and New York Codes, 
Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Title 10, Subpart 66-1 
require every student entering or attending public, 
private or parochial school in New York State (NYS) to 
be immune to diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, measles, 
mumps, rubella, poliomyelitis, hepatitis B, varicella and 
meningococcal in accordance with Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommendations.)

Preschool registration
The Saugerties Central School District will host four 
sessions to register children for preschool this fall. The 

schedule is as follows: Cahill Elementary, Monday, Feb. 
24 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Morse Elementary, Tues-
day, Feb. 25 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mt. Marion Elementary, 
Wednesday, Feb. 26 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Riccardi 
Elementary, Thursday, Feb. 27 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Registration may be completed at any school, re-
gardless of where the student will attend. A photo 
ID is necessary to enter school buildings. Regis-
tration packets and kindergarten information have 
been mailed to parents. If forms have not been re-
ceived, call the pre-k offi  ce at 247-6800, ext. 4033.
Children must be four years of age on or before Dec. 
1, 2020 and provide complete immunization records 
to be eligible for registration. (New York State (NYS) 
Public Health Law Section 2164 and New York Codes, 
Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Title 10, Subpart 66-1 
require every student entering or attending public, 
private or parochial school in New York State (NYS) to 
be immune to diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, measles, 
mumps, rubella, poliomyelitis, hepatitis B, varicella and 
meningococcal in accordance with Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommendations.)

Local students named to Dean’s List
Alexis Metcalf, a native of Saugerties, was named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 2019 semester at Emerson College. 
She is majoring in media arts production and is a mem-
ber of the class of 2022. The requirement to make Emer-
son’s Dean’s List is a grade point average of 3.7 or higher.
The University of Hartford announced Erica Wolf of 
Saugerties was named to its Dean’s List for the fall 
2019 semester. Rebecca Naccarato, a fi rst-year unde-
clared major from Saugerties, earned placement on the 
Dean’s List for fall 2019 at the Le Moyne College. And 
at Quinnipiac University, Keilly Wickha of Saugerties 
was named to the Dean’s List for fall 2019. To qualify, 
students must earn a grade point average of at least 
3.5 with no grade lower than C. 

LIBRARY

Library lovers party
Celebrate Library Lovers Month with games and trivia 
all about books on Monday, Feb. 10 at 6:30 p.m. All 
ages are welcome.

New story time
Join the new story time with Mrs. V.B. on Mondays at 

10:30 a.m. All ages are welcome.

Smartphone basics
Have questions answered about smartphones on Tues-
day, Feb. 11 at noon with Christine. Drop by the library 
or call 246-4317 to register.

Holiday hours
The library will be closed on Monday, Feb. 17 in ob-
servance of Presidents Day. The library will reopen on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 10 a.m.

Motherless Daughters Support Group
A monthly support group for women who have lost 
their mothers or are estranged from their mothers will 
meet on Thursday, Feb. 20 at 6 p.m.

Acorn TV
Acorn TV brings world-class mysteries, dramas, and 
comedies from Britain and beyond to library patrons 
through a streaming video service to any Web-con-
nected device. A library card off ers free access through 
the library website.

Love new books?
Learn about the latest books through Next Reads and 
subscribe to areas of interest. Sign up on the library’s 
webpage to receive email recommendations.

Learn a language
Mango languages off ers anytime, anywhere access to 
a fast, easy, eff ective language learning system that 
teaches real conversation skills for practical commu-
nication. Lessons are available in more than 45 foreign 
languages, including Spanish, French, Italian, Brazilian 
Portuguese, German, Russian, Mandarin Chinese, Jap-
anese and Greek. There are also English as a Second 
Language (ESL) courses. A library card gives access 
to Mango through the library webpage.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington Ave. 
The library webpage is www.saugertiespubliclibrary.
org. Calls and emails are welcome at (845) 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

Healthy competition
New mall facility will provide local healthcare services

I t’s not every day that two acres of 

office space for professionals is added to the 
Kingston-area real-estate market, but Tues-
day, February 4, when Health Quest Medical 
Practice (HQMP), a division of Nuvance 

Health, held a ribbon-cutting and open house at a 
$20-million, 88,000-square-foot expansion in the 
former Macy’s store at the Hudson Valley Mall, was 
such a day. HQMP will initially be providing urgent 
care, imaging, lab services and neurology services at 
the Town of Ulster facility. Additional specialty medi-
cal services such as oncology and physical therapy are 
expected in some of the substantial remaining space. 

Hudson River Healthcare (HRH), a provider 
of care to people of limited incomes and opera-
tor of 29 health centers in New York State, has 
been operating at the mall site since October. It 
has contracted to provide primary care, wom-
en’s health and behavioral health care, nutrition 
services and care coordination at the facility. 
Northern Dutchess Hospital in Rhinebeck says 
it expects to use the Ulster facility “as its primary 
training site” for clinical education and training. Dr. 
Hossam Hafez, whose neurology office has moved 
from Broadway in Kingston to the newly refur-
bished building, is program director for the family 

medicine residency program at Northern Dutchess.
Nuvance Health counts more than 2600 doctors in 
its medical staff and serves more than 1.5 million 
people in the Hudson Valley and Connecticut. 
HRH says it provides comprehensive primary and 
preventive health services to more than 225,000 
people throughout the Hudson Valley.
  — Geddy Sveikauskas

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1

DUMP RUNS, 
CLEAN UPS,  

CAR REMOVAL, 
SNOW PLOWING, etc.

(845)544-5308
Call for details

D I O N  O G U S T
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Promise 
lives in...

The wonderers. The ponderers. The ones who always wear their 

thinking caps. Asking the difficult questions. Not only treading  

into uncharted waters, but diving in. In search of something  

new, something better. At Nuvance Health, we embrace curiosity. 

Because it leads to better answers. Answers that help eliminate 

hassles. Answers that offer new options. And answers that help 

you and the people you care about rest easy. The promise  

of curiosity lives in us, painting a brighter future for us all.

the curious

nuvancehealth.org© Nuvance Health

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S

Ryan is for human rights
County executive Pat Ryan joined members 

of the Ulster County Human Rights Commission 
and sheriff Juan Figueroa at an event in Kingston 
Tuesday aimed at demonstrating solidarity with 
the county’s LGBTQ community amid what Ryan 
called an alarming rise in incidents of hate and 
intolerance. “We want to make it loud and clear 
that here in Ulster County we have zero tolerance 
for that kind of behavior,” said Ryan, speaking at 
the Hudson Valley LGBTQ Center on Wall Street in 
Kingston on Monday, February 3. “It is important 
that we not only make that statement, but that we 
take real action to back it up.”

The county commission has the power to inves-
tigate allegations of discrimination and harassment 
based on race, religion, disability, veteran status and 
other factors. Last year, county lawmakers passed 
legislation that strengthens its power to address 
discrimination claims, including the power to 
take cases before an administrative law judge, who 
can levy fines in cases of discrimination involving 

public accommodations or housing. The precise 
delineation of those powers, county officials said, 
remained a work in progress. 

In the meantime, the commission uses a “re-
storative justice” approach aimed at bringing both 
parties to the table to talk the matter through and 
using education to combat bias. Former human 
rights commissioner Nina Dawson said that the 
commission had heard about 24 complaints in 
2019. In his 2020 county budget, Ryan called 
for increasing funding for the commissioner’s 
post, taking it from a part-time to a full-time job. 
Newly appointed commissioner Tyrone Wilson 
urged people who believed they had been victims of 
discrimination to reach out to him directly. “Every-
thing is worthwhile, even if you don’t think it is,” said 
Wilson. “I am always open to have a conversation.”

Paltz teens seek skatepark
Do you wish that teenagers would spend less 

time staring at their electronic devices and more 
time outdoors, getting exercise, socializing face-
to-face? For many New Paltz tweens and teens, 
skateboarding is the healthy alternative activity of 
choice. Though skaters don’t really have anyplace 
safe to do their thing, a group of them are now 
raising money and awareness.

“Our hope is to get a skate park built somewhere 
in New Paltz — preferably Hasbrouck Park or some-
where central,” said Allie Carney, 15. “We all go to 
New Paltz High School. A lot of us are freshmen. 
None of us drive, and we skate every day.”

Existing skate parks, such as the one in Majestic 
Park in Gardiner, aren’t a realistic alternative for 
kids without drivers’ licenses. There’s a cluster of 
skateboard ramps set up behind the New Paltz Youth 
Center, but it’s tiny and only useful for practicing 
jumps. The skaters need a place big enough and 
safe enough for even beginners to get the hang of 
the sport.

“The town wants us to propose several different 
locations,” Carney said. “The mayor said, ‘Figure out 
how much money it would cost so we can match it.’” 
So she set up a GoFundMe account online. “Within 
the first twelve hours we had raised a thousand 
dollars!” Less than a week from the time the crowd-
funding campaign was initiated, more than $2600 
had already been pledged. To make a donation, visit 
www.gofundme.com/f/newpaltzskate. The group’s 
next step is a presentation on their proposal before 
the town and village boards at their joint meeting 
this week. rules are part of a broader effort by city 
officials to stem gentrification and displacement.


