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Every drop matters
Town of New Paltz renews option on Plains Road 
parcel following Water District #5 court victory

by Frances Marion Platt

N
OT LONG BEFORE midnight on February 6, at the end of a long and ardu-
ous evening that began with a joint New Paltz Town/Village Board meeting 
fi lled with rancor over unexpectedly astronomical water bills, the Town 
Board came out of an executive session to take a few more actions before 

calling it a night. Hardly any of the citizenry were left in the courthouse to take note 
that yet another controversial water-related 
story was inching forward. This time, the 
issue in question was creating a new Water 
District #5 in the Plains Road neighborhood. 

Gotta go with the fl ow
New Paltz water customers off ered payment plans

to cope with unexpected back bills

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz residents Dave Miller and Matthew Friday with copies of their recent water bills.

by Frances Marion Platt

I
RATE NEW PALTZ residents turned out in force at the joint meeting of the Town and Village 
Boards on February 6, outraged by the discovery that they owed large sums on water bills going 
back many years. Particularly galling to many, and even frightening to some, was a statement in 
their most recent bill to the eff ect that water service would be turned off  if the back bill was not 

paid in full by the specifi ed deadline.

Last week, the New Paltz Town Board voted to authorize town supervisor Neil Bettez to 
sign a document extending the time limit for the town to purchase the Roehrs’ 58.3-acre 
property at 101 Plains Road until June 30, 2021.

GARDINER | ARTICLE 78 SUIT AGAINST
HEARTWOOD APPROVAL DENIED

New Paltz 
water
emergency
SUNY cancels classes, 
asks students to leave 
until next week

by Erin Quinn

C
ONCERNS OVER THE munici-
pal water supply in New Paltz 
have led SUNY New Paltz to 
cancel classes through Satur-

day, February 15, and ask resident stu-
dents to leave at least until Sunday, Feb-
ruary 16.

Eff ective Tuesday at 3:30 p.m., all 
classes were canceled, and students 
were asked to leave by noon on Wednes-
day, February 12. Those who must re-
main on campus will continue to be 
able to get water and food at the campus 
dining hall. A 20 percent discount is be-
ing applied to dining hall meal plan pur-
chases.

The cause is a water advisory issued 
on Monday, February 10 warning resi-
dents not to drink municipal water. The 
advisory, which is described as “pre-
cautionary” because there has been no 
evidence found of contamination, fol-
lowed widespread reports of an unusual 
chemical taste and odor. Bottled water 
is being distributed at various locations 
throughout Village and on campus. 

Testing is currently being done on the 
water supply. Village offi  cials say the re-
sults should be expected tomorrow.

The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) has 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 
HIGHLAND | SCHOOLS

Highland High 
School students 
connect with
local veteran

G
RADE 11 STUDENTS in Annma-
rie Meisel’s English class at High-
land High School had the unique 
opportunity to make authentic 

real-world connections to their school 
learning with a special visitor. Vietnam 
War veteran and author Richard Udden 
visited the school recently and shared his 
experiences from before, during and after 
the war. These experiences became his 
memoir, 21 Months, 24 Days: A Blue-Collar 
Kid's Journey to the Vietnam War and Back. 

Udden’s visit came about while Meisel’s 
class was reading Tim O’Brien’s novel, 
The Things They Carried, a poignant story 
about being a soldier in the Vietnam War. 
Student Arianna Sullivan mentioned to 
Meisel that her grandfather was also a sol-
dier in Vietnam, and an author. Sullivan 
then became a sort of liaison in bringing her grandfather to the school for his fi rst-ever speaking 
engagement.

During his presentation, Udden shared pictures and stories and spoke to the students about 
what helped him survive the war and mitigate the PTSD he had after he returned home. At one 
point, Udden got very choked up recalling the death of his friend Steve. Their platoon was on a 
trek through a heavily mined area when a trip wire detonated, killing Steve and seriously injuring 
Udden (this is an injury for which he received a Purple Heart). It was an emotional moment that 
visibly aff ected the students.

“I had never even heard these stories before,” his granddaughter said.
Also moved was Simon Meisel. "Listening to Mr. Udden was not just informative but very emo-

tional,” he said, “I think it’s important that we students realize the things we are learning about 
are not just abstract concepts in a text, but are human lives and human experiences." 

Annmarie Meisel appreciated Udden’s understated demeanor, a style she thought students 
were able to relate to. “Mr. Udden humbly does not consider himself a writer, but instead wanted 
students to know he was just an average guy who had a story to tell. He was patient and warm. His 
slideshow was peppered with his personal photos -- at age 18, entering boot camp, at deployment, 
swimming in a waterhole in Vietnam. It made him 'real' in a sense. I think they could see them-
selves in his talk because they are his age when life's diffi  cult choices confronted him,” she said.

Udden explained how, while on a trip to Washington, DC, he visited to the Vietnam Memorial 
but was unable to fi nd Steve’s name. He did some research and eventually was able contact Steve's 
family in California. The process dredged up many memories of the war, and writing became the 
only way to make sense of his emotions once they came bubbling to the surface.

Meisel said that the success of Udden’s visit has left her and her colleagues with ideas on how 
to expand this opportunity in the future. Of course, Udden will be invited back, and since many 
other students also have grandparents or neighbors who are Vietnam veterans, the event could 
potentially turn into more of a roundtable presentation around Veterans Day. 

There are also plans in the works about how students could participate in the event, possibly by 
creating a “living museum/gallery” to honor local veterans. 

Richard Udden, with his granddaughters Jasmine and 
Arianna, during his visit to Highland High School.

Three long-term Wallkill Valley 
Land Trust board member named 
“Emeritus Directors”

Three long-serving offi  cers of the Wallkill Valley 
Land Trust (WVLT) board of directors have been 
elected as “Emeritus Directors” -- which means that 
while they do not have an offi  cial vote during board 
meetings, they can remain active in the work of the 
board and the organization.

The role change refl ects the offi  cers’ unwaver-
ing commitment to the WVLT, which is a non-profi t 
charged with protecting open space, rail trails and 
farms. The three non-voting board members are Bob 
Taylor, Carol LeFevre and Jim Ottaway Jr.

 Taylor, 89, of New Paltz joined the Board of WVLT 
in 1996, when he was also an active member of the 
Elting Library board of trustees. He served as presi-
dent of WVLT for 16 years, from 1997 to 2013 when 
he stepped down from an offi  cer role but stayed ac-
tive on the board. Taylor was on the board for 23 
years. 

LeFevre, 84, of Gardiner joined the WVLT board 
in 2000 after her brother-in-law Jay LeFevre retired 
in that year as fi rst president of WVLT and one of the 
founders. She served as secretary of the board for 
nine years -- from March 2010 until September 2019. 
LeFevre remembers when the ten-member board of 
directors volunteered to do annual monitoring of 
properties under easement, and when there was no 
rented offi  ce space, so board meetings were held in 
directors’ living or dining rooms. 

Ottaway, 81, of New Paltz joined the board as its 
fi rst treasurer when the WVLT was founded in 1987, 
and served as treasurer until retiring from that po-
sition in 2019. He remembers working hard to con-
vince owners of land abutting the Wallkill Valley Rail 
Trail that hikers and bikers would not invade their 
properties if it became a public linear park. “Now 
they list it as a major asset when they advertise their 
houses for sale,” Ottaway remarked. “It is a very 
popular public recreational trail today.” 

“The tireless work and support of all of our board 
of directors, but especially our three emeritus direc-
tors members is why the WVLT is where it is today: 
protecting nature for life,” said Christie DeBoer, 
the WVLT’s executive director. “Any time I would 
interact with Jim, Bob or Carol, I was reminded of 
how much they have dedicated to permanent land 
protection in Ulster County and the fi rm foundation 
they developed for WVLT to continue -- I remain 
honored to work with them.”

  

Nerf Battle:
Gardiner Library aft er-dark

The Gardiner Library will host a Nerf Battle after 
the library closes on Friday, February 21 from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. This epic game of “Capture the Flag” is 
for ages 11-16. Pre-register by February 19 as space 
is limited. Attendees are encouraged to bring their 
own Nerf equipment, or reserve a battle piece upon 
registration.

The program takes place in the entire library, 133 
Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

In service of unity

The New Paltz Area Church Council is sponsor-
ing a gathering of local Christian congregations this 
Sunday, February 16, 2 p.m., at Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, located on Route 32 South in New Paltz (the 
snow date is Sunday, February 23). There will be a 
short worship service, including a time of working 
together to assemble health kits for disaster victims, 
as well as time for food and fellowship. All are wel-
comed.

For more information, contact Sharon Roth at sha-
ron.jean.roth@gmail.com.

Rock band workshops for teens and 
adults starting in March

New Paltz Rock will hold rock band workshops for 
teens and adults starting March 7. 

The teen programs are open to guitarists, singers, 
drummers, bassists and keyboard players between 
the ages of 11-17, and the adult programs are open 
to anyone over 21. “Whether you are doing it for the 
fi rst time or reliving your younger days, New Paltz 
Rock will show you how,” says director Julian Baker. 

“We understand that it can be scary or overwhelm-
ing, but have no fear. Our objective is to guide stu-
dents through the process, giving them a fun and 
productive time learning how to play in their fi rst 
rock band.”

The workshops help students choose the best 
songs to play (from their own suggestions) to putting 
on a concert a the end of the program. They get to 
play on professional equipment, learn how to work 
together as a team, break down songs and experi-
ment and develop their skills. Each workshop group 
will create a name for their band, have a photo shoot 
and create a poster with their band name and photo 
to promote their end-of-workshop performance. 

“Our team of experienced coaches provide a sup-
portive and relaxed atmosphere in our comfortable 
studios giving students the freedom to create and 
experiment with ideas and grow as musicians,” says 
Baker. “The skills and experience they gain from 
our workshops will stay with them forever as they 
continue on their road as musicians and throughout 
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NEW PALTZ | EVENT

Whooooo’s in your backyard?

L
EARN TO IDENTIFY owls by sight and sound while exploring the Nyquist-Harcourt Wildlife 
Sanctuary on Huguenot Street in New Paltz with Robin Kuehn this Saturday, February 15 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Afterwards, put your knowledge to the test and meet some owls up close 
with Annie Mardiney of Wild Mountain Birds. This event is hosted by the Wallkill Valley 

Land Trust.
Be prepared for a low-impact walk in the woods. Participants will meet in the public parking lot 

by the New Paltz Gardens for Nutrition at 51 Huguenot Street in New Paltz. 
Kuehn is a wildlife educator with a background in wildlife rehabilitation, primarily with birds of 

prey. Licensed wildlife rehabilitator Mardiney specializes in wild bird rescue, rehabilitation and 
educational programs.

The suggested donation is $10; space is limited and pre-registration is required. Additional space 
is available for folks who would just like to meet the group and the owls with no walking.

For additional information, email info@wallkillvalleylt.org or call (845) 255-2761.

life.” 
For all the details and to register, visit www.new-

paltzrock.com. 

Gardiner Library presents Slow Jam

The Gardiner Library will once again off er Slow 
Jam this Sunday, February 16 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. 
All musicians and acoustic instruments are wel-
come. The Slow Jam allows those new to playing an 
acoustic instrument to practice with some friendly, 
local musicians. Participants play at a slower pace, 
so everyone is given the chance to learn the songs. 

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Hudson Valley Humanists
to meet on February 16

The Hudson Valley Humanists will hold its third 
annual Darwin Day Celebration this Sunday, Febru-
ary 16, 6 p.m., at the New Paltz Community Center, 
located at 3 Veterans Way in New Paltz. 

English naturalist Charles Darwin, as well as Brit-
ish naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace, discovered the 
phenomenon of evolution by natural selection. Dar-
win’s 1859 book, On the Origin of Species, laid the 
foundation of the theory of evolution, which has 
been modifi ed but not disproved by countless scien-
tists since then.

During the meeting, evolutionary psychology stu-

dents, graduate students and alumni of professor 
Glen Geher at SUNY New Paltz will present some 
of their recent work. The session will be about un-
derstanding human emotions from an evolutionary 
perspective.  

Hudson Valley Humanists will be collecting toilet-
ries and other necessities for Family of New Paltz. 
This meeting is free and open to the public. All are 
welcome. Refreshments will be served.

For more information, email auer1@att.net. 

Teen Advisory Board meeting
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library invites teens between the 

ages of 13 and 18 to join the Teen Advisory Board at 
the Gardiner Library. The next meeting takes place this 
Sunday, February 16 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. and con-
tinues to meet on the third Sunday of the month. Help 
with collection development (what books should the 
library get), program development (design programs 
teens would like to go to) and assist with upcoming 
events. Attendees receive community service hours. 
Snacks are included, all are welcome.

Events take place in the library community room, 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org. 

Ulster County Horse Council
to meet in new Paltz

Ulster County Horse Council will be hosting a pre-
sentation by Steve Stiert of Hudson Valley Donkey 
Park on February 18 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Plaza 
Diner in New Paltz. This event is free and open to 
the public.

Dinner is on your own during the presentation 
and not included. For further information, call Judy 
Joff ee at (845) 901-3124. 

OSI Invites Applications for its 2020 
McHenry Award Program

The Open Space Institute (OSI) is accepting appli-
cations for the 2020 Barnabas McHenry Hudson Val-
ley Awards. The awards are granted to graduate and 
undergraduate students pursuing research, leader-
ship and community involvement in New York’s 
Hudson Valley. The 2020 application deadline is 
March 2, 2020.

Each year, OSI selects up to four students in the 
fi elds of environmental conservation, healthy com-
munities, historic preservation, the arts and tourism 
to receive a McHenry Award.

Under the construct of the program students 
partner with local non-profi ts and are awarded up 
to $5,000, with $1,000 going to the non-profi t, to 
pursue a project that will promote awareness about 
local history and the environment and invoke posi-
tive change. The 13-year-old program is aimed at en-
couraging and enabling exceptional, conservation-
minded students to take an active leadership role 
in the Albany, Greene, Columbia, Ulster, Dutchess, 
Orange, Putnam and Westchester county communi-
ties.

“From Westchester to Albany, New York’s Hud-
son Valley has a rich history and distinct character,” 
said Kim Elliman, OSI’s president and CEO. “The 
McHenry Award is an opportunity for young conser-
vationists to complete a project that will benefi t their 
community while furthering other’s knowledge and 
appreciation of this vibrant landscape.”

OSI established the McHenry Awards in 2007 to 
honor the extensive contributions of trustee Barn-
abas McHenry, a renowned Hudson Valley environ-
mental philanthropist and conservationist. Over the 
past 13 years, OSI has committed nearly $277,000 to 
51 McHenry Award grantees.

For additional information, visit www.openspace-
institute.org/funds/mchenry.

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & DISCOUNTS

• Yoga
• Meditation
• Martial Arts
• Music, Dance,  

& Drum
• Cedar Sauna

• Hanna Somatic 
Education

• Yoga Therapy
• Ayurveda
• Acupuncture
• Massage

521 Main St., New Paltz • 845.255.8212
www.thelivingseed.com

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm | Sat 8am-6pm | Sun 9am-1pm
4 Dusinberre Rd. Gardiner NY 12525 | (845) 255-5494

www.majesticshardware.com
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NEW PALTZ | TOWN AND VILLAGE

The Billy Martin Circus is coming
to New Paltz for one show only

The Billy Martin Circus will be performing on Sun-
day, February 23, 3 p.m., in the gymnasium at New 
Paltz High School. Proceeds will benefi t the New 
Paltz Playground.

The Billy Martin Circus has been performing for 
more than 75 years, presenting a performance 
geared for kids and adults who remember when 
the circus came to town. The 90-minute circus per-
formance features variety acts including jugglers, 
trapeze, unicycles, balancers, comedy, novelty and 
specialty acts.

Tickets are $15 in advance (each adult ticket is also 
good for two children’s tickets 12 years and under). 
Tickets at the door are $20 with the same children’s 
policy. For tickets, go to www.eventbrite.com and 
enter Billy Martin Circus. A bake sale will also be 
available.

Climate Action through Zero Waste 
forum on Feb. 18 at SUNY New Paltz

A forum entitled “Climate Action through Zero 
Waste” will be held at SUNY New Paltz on February 
18.

The agenda is as follows: 
 2 to 2:30 p.m. -- an optional tour with New Paltz 

Recycling Coordinator Laura Petit at the Reuse & Re-
cycling Center, located on Clearwater Road in New 
Paltz.

3 to 3:45 p.m. -- a tour of the Food Recovery Initia-
tive, including composting at SUNY New Paltz, with 
Sodexo’s general manager Kevin Dicey. Meet at the 
north entrance to Peregrine Dining Hall at 3 p.m. 

4 to 5 p.m. -- “Approaching Zero Waste” workshop 
in Lecture Center 102.

• Ulster County Waste Prevention & Diversion 
Laws and Zero Waste Policy with Ulster County leg-
islators Manna Jo Greene and Laura Petit.

• Approaching Zero Waste in Ulster County with 

Katherine Beinkafner, Ph.D., Ulster County Resource 
Recovery Agency board member.

• Zero Waste at Public Events with MJ Wilson, Zero 
Waste coordinator at the Clearwater Festival.

• Repair Cafe with John Wackman, organizer of Re-

pair Cafes in the Mid-Hudson region.
• Q&A panel -- How Can You Help? with modera-

tor, Angelina Peone, UCRRA Recycling Coordinator.
5 to 6 p.m. -- Planet or Plastics: Moving Beyond 

Plastics in Lecture Center 102 with Judith Enck, Se-
nior Fellow and visiting faculty member at Benning-
ton College, former EPA administrator, Region 2. 

6 to 7 p.m. -- open student forum on the “Future of 
Single Use Plastics” in Lecture Center 102. 

For more information, email mannajo@aol.com 
or call 807-1270.

New house approved for
Henry W Dubois Drive

Local developer Floyd Kniff en’s application to 
build a two-family home on property he owns on 
Henry W. Dubois Drive in New Paltz was approved at 
the February 3 Village Planning Board meeting.

Kniff en owns three adjacent parcels, including 
20 acres on Mill Brook Road that he arranged to be 
annexed into the village where there is more of an 
emphasis on maximizing housing density. This ap-
plication does not involve that larger parcel, being 
instead a 1.4-acre parcel across from the New Paltz 
Gardens Apartment complex.

-- Terence P Ward

 SUNY | NEW PALTZ

S
UNY NEW PALTZ announced on 
Monday that Dr. Gerald Benjamin, 
associate vice president for region-
al engagement and director of the 

Benjamin Center for Public Policy Initia-
tives at SUNY New Paltz, has announced 
his intention to enter a phased retirement 
after a 50-plus year career at the College. 
His retirement will take eff ect on June 30, 
2020.

Eff ective February 14, Benjamin will 
step down as director of the Benjamin 
Center. During spring 2020 he will sup-
port the Center’s transition to new leader-
ship, complete several center projects and 
teach a course in state government. In re-
tirement, Benjamin will be affi  liated with 
the Center as a researcher and be avail-
able to teach courses periodically.

“Dr. Gerald Benjamin is the foremost 
scholar and expert on local and state gov-
ernment in New York and is held in high 
esteem by his faculty and administrative 
colleagues, state and local government 
offi  cials, other scholars and thousands 
of students who have taken his courses,” 
said President Donald P. Christian. “He 
has contributed greatly to the campus 
community, the region and the state during his longstanding career at SUNY New Paltz.”

Dr. KT Tobin, associate director of the Benjamin Center, will succeed Benjamin to become the 
Center’s director. Tobin is currently responsible for designing, managing and producing center 
projects focused on regional issues and concerns. She is a 1992 graduate of the College and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology, a master’s degree in social research from CUNY Hunter and a Ph.D. 
in sociology from SUNY Albany. 

Benjamin joined the New Paltz faculty as an assistant professor of political science in 1968 and 
was appointed to his current role in 2008. Additionally at SUNY New Paltz, Benjamin has overseen 
the work of the Institute for Disaster Mental Health (IDMH) and The Legislative Gazette.

Gerald Benjamin announces phased
retirement after 50+ years at SUNY New Paltz

Gerald Benjamin.

Call John: 845-551-1998
I’m The Guy To Keep You Dry

             • Basement Waterproofing
       • Crawl Space Repairs

 • Dehumidification
 • Structural Repair

   • Mold Remediation

New Paltz Area Church Council

CHRISTIAN UNITY
CELEBRATION

Celebrate with 
Worship & Music!

Sunday, Feb. 16th, 2:00pm
(Snow date: Sun. Feb. 23rd)

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Rt. 32 South, New Paltz

All Are Welcome!
Fellowship and refreshments following service
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NEW PALTZ | SCHOOL BOARD

YONDR

D
URING LAST 
WEEK’S New 
Paltz School 
Board meeting, 

board members agreed to 
hear a presentation about 
a product designed to keep 
kids off  their phones without 
confi scating them. Trustee 
Diana Armstead suggested 
at a meeting in December 
that the board consider us-
ing Yondr locking phone 
pouches. The phones would 
be locked in pouches that 
could be opened at the end 
of the day or by teachers 
who consider the technol-
ogy to be a teaching tool 
rather than a distraction. 
However, trustees are at this point divided on whether this might be a worthwhile investment.

School Board member Teresa Thompson believes that "teachers should be empowered" to control 
phone use, but has also "heard stories from parents" about getting calls from kids having a "panic at-
tack" and having to calm them down. Locking phones down for the day "seems extreme" to her, and 
if it were to happen at all, she'd like to see them available during lunch and other unstructured time.

Parent Karen Edelman, in voicing her opposition to restricting access to cell phones, called the 
idea a "serious overstep" that would "create more stress for kids" by "penalizing all." She encouraged 
trustees instead to create a policy about the use of devices.

Board president Michael O'Donnell noted that there is language in the code of conduct and some 
building rules, but believes they could stand to be improved. He appeared to prefer that approach to 
writing a new policy.

Board member Glenn LaPolt, who is a teacher, called phone use an "epidemic" that leaves students 
"completely distracted." Parents who think it's not a problem, in his opinion, haven't seen the situa-
tion fi rsthand.

-- Terence P Ward

Cellphones on lockdown
New Paltz School Board discusses ways to deal
with phone usage during the school day

Early 
dismissal
New Paltz School Board 
president resigns

by Terence P Ward

K
ATHY PRESTON HAS resigned from the 
New Paltz School Board where she was 
serving as its president. The news was an-
nounced at the February 4 board meeting. 

The resignation was eff ective January 30. School 
Board member Michael O’Donnell, who was elected 
by his colleagues to return to the president’s chair 
for the time being, said that Preston left for “per-
sonal reasons” and did not elaborate. Glenn LaPolt 
was voted in to replace O’Donnell as vice president of 
the board.

Trustees will appoint a replacement to serve un-
til the election in May, O’Donnell later confi rmed, at 
which time the candidate with the highest number of 
votes will assume offi  ce immediately to fi nish out Pres-
ton’s term, which ends in July. It’s common for such 
interim replacements to have prior experience on the 
School Board, as it takes a considerable amount of time 
to become familiar with the byzantine bureacracies and 
laws trustees must navigate to do their work. ++

Community members weigh in for 
superintendent search in New Paltz

Through focus groups and an online survey, New 
Paltz School District stakeholders have expressed 
what they would value in the next schools superin-
tendent with a “high level of consensus,” according 
to Michael O’Donnell, board president. The succes-
sor to Maria Rice, who left in December a position 
from which she’d actually retired in June of 2017, 
should be a problem-solving, contemplative ad-
ministrator capable of fostering a positive culture, 
centered on equity, focused on the whole child and 
committed to an emphasis on success. These con-
cepts will be incorporated into a brochure being 
made for the search, which is due to be concluded 
by the end of this month. Interviews of candidates 
will be conducted in March and April, with contract 
negotiations to follow with an eye on a start date of 
July 1. Board members avoid talking about such ne-
gotiations in public, so it’s impossible to say if the 
next superintendent will also one day be in a posi-
tion to save taxpayers money by continuing to work 
and collect a salary after retirement.

-- Terence P Ward

PROVIDED

Kathy Preston. 

Non-combat robot featured at
New Paltz School Board meeting

During last week’s New Paltz School Board meet-
ing, high school students Ethan Feshold, Matt Kazan 
and Julian Dorman championed the engineering 
classes available in the high school by demonstrat-
ing a robotic arm they had built. Teacher Alexis Mal-
lory gave ample background into the several classes 
now off ered, and the ones she hopes to see available 
in the future, before yielding the fl oor to the students. 
Robotics is one of the newer engineering classes in the 
school, and she described how students arrive for class 
early and excited to put their knowledge to use in a tan-
gible way. The students also sought to debunk rumors 
they’d heard that engineering classes are particularly 
diffi  cult, saying that middle-school students should not 
be discouraged from considering them.

The students were asked about potentially getting 
involved in robotic battle competitions, and while 
that doesn’t exactly fi t in the curriculum for this 
class, there’s also an engineering club in which that 
could become a focus.

-- Terence P Ward

Equity report card released

The annual “equity report card,” compiling data 
about the performance of New Paltz School District 
students in various demographic groups, has provid-

ed more insight into where inequities might exist in 
the system. The report card fi ndings were presented 
by Michelle Martoni. The deputy superintendent ex-
plained that the goal is to fi nd ways to eliminate race, 
class and gender as “predictors of success” in New 
Paltz public schools.

Martoni singled out one thread of data about sci-
ence. The data revealed that there was a signifi cant 
diff erence in the proportion of black and white stu-
dents taking the earth science regents exam, and 
testing the data showed that there are presently no 
black students enrolled in the seventh grade acceler-
ated science class. Martoni did not suggest a correla-
tion, but advised that administrators “will monitor” 
conditions to see if one can be identifi ed. Seventh 
grade algebra is similarly racially homogeneous. 
What she did say is that challenging children more 
leads them to do better and “the literature bears that 
out.”

-- Terence P Ward

CALL JAY: 845-742-4068
www.FoamcoInc.com
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GARDINER | TOWN BOARD

Article 78 suit against 
Heartwood approval
denied
by Frances Marion Platt

O
N JANUARY 29, New York State Supreme 
Court judge James Gilpatric upheld the 
January 2019 decision by the Gardiner 
Planning Board to approve of Shinrin 

Yoku, LLC’s site plan for the Heartwood eco-resort 
development in the Tuthilltown hamlet. The court 
dismissed all 13 causes of action cited in an Article 78 
petition by a group of residents calling themselves 
the Friends of Gardiner, who sought to overturn the 
permitting of the project, a process that the plaintiff s 
termed “arbitrary and capricious.”

“We respected the community’s Comprehensive 
Plan and the laws that support it,” said Gardiner 
Town Supervisor Marybeth Majestic. “I appreciate 
that the court affi  rmed the Town’s commitment to 
apply our laws fairly and equitably.”  

Among the allegations raised by the Friends of 
Gardiner were that the Planning Board did not take 
a “hard look” at three specifi c areas of environmen-
tal concern: noise levels, wildlife habitat and volume 
of well water. The plaintiff s argued, for example, 
that the town’s acoustic tests were inadequate, say-

ing that a mock wedding band should have been 
brought onsite to measure more accurately the deci-
bel level of an event hosted by Heartwood. They also 
contended that a 72-hour well water test should have 
been conducted, rather than the standard 24-hour 
test.

With regard to noise, habitat and water issues, 
Judge Gilpatric wrote, “The record in this proceed-
ing demonstrates that the Planning Board took the 
required ‘hard look’ at the potential environmen-

tal impacts about which petitioners are concerned, 
and, although these concerns may be signifi cant to 
petitioners, the Planning Board found that they are 
not signifi cant within the meaning of SEQRA, and 
that fi nding will not be disturbed.” All testing con-
ducted by the town was deemed in conformity with 
existing legal standards, with the judge specifi cally 
noting that one of the Planning Board members, Joe 
Hayes, was a hydrogeologist.

Other issues raised by the plaintiff s included the 
potential impacts of farm structures that owners 
Phillip and Kristin Rapoport plan to build on the 
part of the 141-acre property designated as an agri-
cultural easement, as well as the legality of building 
a restaurant in the town’s RA district and an argu-
ment that the 80-building project’s 48,123-square-
foot aggregate footprint violates the Town Code’s 
6,000-square-foot limit for a single building. The 
judge characterized some of these concerns as being 
“based upon speculative and exaggerated assertions 
about the extent of potential development…. Sim-
ply put, the Court is unpersuaded that the Planning 
Board acted in an arbitrary and capricious or unlaw-
ful manner.”

A link to the full text of the court decision can be 
found at www.townofgardiner.org/heartwood-re-
sort. As of presstime, the Friends of Gardiner web-
site, www.stopheartwood.org, had not yet posted a 
response to the court decision. Shinrin Yoku, LLC, 
issued a statement in response to the resolution of 
the lawsuit, saying, “The judge’s decision was very 
decisive on all counts and we are happy to have this 
behind us.” The Rapoports describe the Heartwood 
project as “a modern eco-resort and wellness-ori-
ented hotel. The hotel will feature both an indoor 
and outdoor pool, a spa, farm and restaurant high-
lighting local farm-to-table ingredients, as well as 70 
individual cabins with en-suite bathrooms, private 
verandas, luxury bedding and views of the Shawan-
gunk Ridge, forest and wildfl ower fi elds on the prop-
erty.” ++

Rendering of Heartwood’s lobby, spa and restaurant buildings.
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“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

22

by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

gs Schatzi’s 
pub to New Paltz
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New Paltz Board consmoratoriumGateway are
by Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR Town Board mempose a moratoriumthat time to create 
development overlay zone ha
enough attention to start the di
but it's not at all clear if such a
actually be taken. There are fi nan
legal ramifi cations that will be stu
fore any decisions are made. The id
have been born of the CVS/Five Guy

ect that the Planning Board is pre

considering for North Putt Corners 

but proponents say that it's about th

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely us

the same wording -- requesting tha

moratorium be considered. "It's impo

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who ha

been a leader among those who oppose

the scale of the CVS project, said that

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 
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 MOHONK | PRESERVE

L
AND AND WATER 
conservation leader 
Kevin Case has been 
named President 

and Chief Executive Offi  cer of 
Mohonk Preserve. He brings 
extensive public engagement 
and advocacy experience in 
land and water conservation 
and strong relationships with 
the New York land trust com-
munity to this position.

“The Mohonk Preserve staff  
has done an incredible job, 
working hard and staying true 
to our mission, since the de-
parture of longtime President 
and CEO Glenn Hoagland in 
September 2019,” said Moho-
nk Preserve Board Chair Russ 
Clune. “Our search committee 
interviewed many talented 
candidates for this leadership 
position and Kevin proved to 
have the best fi t and experi-
ence for the critical task of 
continuing our work. We are thrilled to have him join us.” Mohonk Preserve’s Board engaged national 
executive search fi rm Kittleman & Associates to conduct the search for the Preserve’s new President 
and CEO.

Over the past 12 years, Case has held various leadership roles at the Land Trust Alliance, where he 
currently is Eastern Division Director of Field Programs, leading a team working across a 32-state re-
gion with nearly 750 land trusts. Prior to joining the Land Trust Alliance, Case was a Natural Resource 
Planner at the National Park Service in Connecticut, where he led diverse community-based studies 
focused on long-term management of nationally signifi cant riverways and long-distance trails. Previ-
ously he was Executive Director of the Farmington River Watershed Association, where the strategic 
partnerships he formed achieved broad consensus and action on fundamental river issues including 
water supply, instream habitat, and recreational activities.

“It’s deeply inspiring to have this opportunity to work with Mohonk Preserve’s incredibly dedicated 
staff , enthusiastic volunteers and visionary board as we guide the Preserve into the future,” Case 
noted. “I am honored to continue the work that is being done to protect this iconic Shawangunk 
Mountains landscape that is beloved by so many.”

Case will assume his responsibilities as President and CEO of Mohonk Preserve on April 6, 2020. 

Mohonk Preserve appoints Kevin Case
as new president and CEO

JOHN MIZEL

Kevin Case.

Gardiner gives Parks & 
Rec 2020 Plan
conditional go-ahead

A
T ITS WORKSHOP meeting on Febru-
ary 4, the Gardiner Town Board voted 
to give conditional approval to the 2020 
Parks Plan prepared and submitted by 

the town’s Parks and Recreation Committee, while 
admonishing them that it still needs more detail, 
particularly in terms of budgeting. The purpose of 
the plan at this early stage is primarily to establish 
objectives, with specifi cs to be fi lled in as projects 
are implemented. Town Board members urged com-
mittee member Andy Lewis to hold a public meet-
ing, preferably on a weekend, and/or to conduct an 
online survey to determine which improvements or 
new activities or amenities Gardiner residents con-
sider their highest priorities.

The project at the top of Parks and Rec’s wish list 
is also the most expensive, with a projected cost of 
$7,000: opening a network of bicycle trails on the 
town-owned property at the end of Steve’s Lane, 
which includes the Gardiner Transfer Station and 
capped landfi ll. The 80-acre parcel has frontage on 
the Wallkill River as well as a spectacular view of the 
Shawangunk cliff s. The trails have already largely 
been established, partly through use by off -road 
vehicles, but committee members have recruited 
volunteers from mountain biking organizations in-
cluding Fats in the Cats to help improve them and 
address issues such as erosion.

The bulk of the costs envisioned for offi  cially desig-
nating the area a park -- which could happen as early 
as this spring -- are associated with the construction 
of a parking area and kiosk. The Gardiner Highway 
Department will assist with labor and machinery, 
but funding is still needed for paving materials. 
Board members have been critical of the commit-
tee’s timing in submitting the plan “post-budgeting 
season,” in councilman Franco Carucci’s words. 
Lewis expressed the hope that some funding could 
be set aside from recreation fees paid to the town 
by developers of subdivisions, and indicated that he 
would also seek donations for various Parks and Rec 
projects via a funding appeal by mail to residents, 
to be funneled through the New Paltz Community 
Foundation.

Also on the wish list for the near future are sev-
eral improvements to Majestic Park infrastructure: 
a new playground feature yet to be determined, 
with possible fi nancial assistance from Tuthilltown 
Spirits; new benches at the basketball court; repairs 
to several other existing features; and expansion of 
the skate park, for which the Majestic Sk8 Cru has 
already raised around $3,000. Longer-term future 
infrastructure projects include excavation work to 
address drainage issues at the baseball fi eld, pave-
ment at the basketball court, paving of the pole barn 
parking area and upgrading the tee boxes on the disc 
golf course.

New or expanded activities envisioned by the 
committee for Majestic Park include painting an art 
mural on the opposite side of the handball court wall 
from where graffi  ti artist Lady Pink and a group of 
volunteers painted a mural on Gardiner Day 2019; 
yoga classes under the Pavilion; senior programs in 
the Pole Barn; summertime Movie Nights; and live 
music performances featuring local musicians at the 
Gazebo.

Councilwoman Laura Walls recommended that 
Lewis “schedule a design meeting to talk about 
parks and amenities. What if people decide what 
they want is a pool?” Councilman David Dukler told 
Lewis that “maintenance on existing infrastructure, 
to preserve what we already have” was his “priority 
number one.” Lewis said that he would seek addi-
tional public input on the plan, and promised to re-
turn to the board in the spring to report on the com-
mittee’s progress in securing funding for projects 
outlined in the plan from various potential sources.

-- Frances Marion Platt
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Gotta go with the fl ow
(Continued from page 1) 

The accumulated undercharges, aff ecting about 
50 properties, came to light after new water meters 
were installed throughout the town, funded by a grant 
from the New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection as part of its massive multiyear project to 
upgrade the Catskill Aqueduct. Amounts owed to the 
town’s Water Department range from $41 to “almost 
$24,000,” according to town supervisor Neil Bettez, 
with about half of the newly issued bills being for more 
than $1,000. Half of those higher bills were incurred 
by commercial properties, but one family owes about 
$4,000 in past water usage, he said.

Bettez brought a visual aid to the meeting: the in-
nards of an actual water meter. He demonstrated 
how a valve fl utters inside the mechanism as water 
fl ows over it, also showing the “reader,” which is exter-
nal to the “meter.” The problem, he explained, is that 
the reader part -- used to calculate the amount to be 
billed to the property-owner -- are often mounted on 
the exterior of the building, so that Water Department 
employees are not required to obtain access to the 
interior each time they need to take a reading. “The 
readers eventually slow down, more than the meters, 
because they’re exposed to the elements,” Bettez said. 
“It’s pretty much guaranteed that you’re underreading 

over time. We tend to be conservative in our estimates. 
We don’t want to bill people until we’re sure.”

Now the town is sure, with the new meters in-
stalled and new numbers compared with the totals 
recorded on the old meters. As part of his presenta-
tion, Bettez displayed a graph showing a “spike in 
consumption” in 2019 to an average household wa-
ter usage of 170 gallons per day (GPD), compared to 
an average of 75 gallons per day before the change-
over. It’s not that people suddenly started using 
much more water, but that their usage is now be-
ing measured accurately. Even the 170 GPD fi gure is 
much lower than the national average, he noted.

But the residents in attendance were not appre-
ciative of the supervisor’s science-class approach, 
and some were downright livid about these unantici-
pated charges. David Miller, president of the Cherry 
Hill Neighborhood Association, called the town’s 
handling of the matter “a great example of gross in-
competence.” Noting that his own bill had jumped 
from a normal average of $71 to more than $700, 
Miller demanded an apology from Bettez, saying, “I 
would’ve expected you to go over every one of these 
bills personally. I would’ve expected you to call me 
personally.”

Some critics, including the signatories to a let-
ter and petition to the town from the Cherry Hill 
Neighborhood Association, allege that municipal 
employees were aware that the external meters they 
were using to bill customers were inaccurate or non-
functional, and continued to use the inaccurate ex-

ternal meters rather than the internal meters, or bill 
residents based on an estimate, even after becom-
ing aware of the problem. “Being forced to pay for 
a discrepancy caused by several years of negligence 
on the part of the town is unacceptable, especially 
when we were led to believe that our bills were ac-
curate and up-to-date,” the letter states.

Miller was not the only member of the audience to 
contend that he had not lived at his present address 
long enough to have accrued such a high amount of 
underbilling over the years. “The previous owner 
was responsible for part of that water bill,” he con-
tended. “When you buy a house, you get a fi nal 
read. It’s supposed to be an internal read,” Bettez 
explained, referring to the fact that a water meter 
typically has an indoor reader in addition to the out-
door one.

Fawn Tantillo, landlady to four residentials build-
ings in Sewer District 6, said that one of her tenants 
who “hadn’t been there that long” had been hit with 
a $1,500 back bill. “I don’t think any of us was trying 
to get away with anything.” Another of her tenants, 
billed $500, was a “single Mom on Section 8. She’s 
going to have a real hard time paying that,” Tantillo 
said.

The Cherry Hill petition, as well as several individ-
uals who spoke up at the meeting, demanded that 
the town waive the discrepancies between current 
and past billing. While acknowledging that “some 
of these bills are a hardship,” Bettez was not able to 
off er full forgiveness as a solution, saying that, ac-
cording to state law, “It’s illegal to waive bills. But 
I’m going to ask the board to waive the penalties and 
fees for late bills.” In addition, town offi  cials said, 
interest-free payment plans would be worked out for 
each of the aff ected water customers.

While noting that Bettez and the Water Depart-
ment staff  had been working on the billing issue 
almost exclusively since the discrepancies came 
to light, “We should’ve done it sooner,” said town 
councilwoman Julie Seyfert-Lillis. “We’re going to 
be reaching out to people. Everyone’s going to get a 
personalized graph.” Councilman David Brownstein 
concurred, saying, “This approach has really not felt 
like New Paltz to me. Hang on; we’re working on it…
Please tell your neighbors who aren’t here that their 
water’s not going to be turned off .” ++
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WinterFest in Highland

W
INTERFEST RETURNED TO the Hud-
son Valley Rail Trail last Saturday with 
19 regional restaurants and business-
es bringing their best batches of chili 

to compete for the “Best of Fest” People’s Choice 
Award. Sal’s Place, pot #7, took First Place in the 
chili contest, On A Roll Deli took Second Place for 
the contents of Pot #8 and Thyme & Place Catering 
and the Gateway Diner tied for Third Place for Pot #3 
and pot #14 respectively.

This annual event was co-sponsored by the Hud-
son Valley Rail Trail Association (HVRTA) and High-
land Rotary Club and proceeds benefi t the Hudson 
Valley Rail Trail.

This was the 23rd outing for WinterFest, fi rst con-
ceived by locals Jerry and Geri Luke, then-owners 
of a bed-and-breakfast who wanted to help support 
maintenance of the rail trail. With the event now 
fi rmly established in the Highland community, the 
permanent home for WinterFest is the Highland Ro-
tary Pavilion adjacent to the circa-1915 train caboose 
on the rail trail at 101 New Paltz Road in Highland.

The family friendly event also off ered attendees trac-
tor-pulled wagon rides, roasted chestnuts and toasted 
marshmallows, light snacks and refreshments, wood-
carving demonstrations and activities for children.

HIGHLAND | COMMUNITY

Highlanders Lyn Bauer and Charles Glasner were 
present at last weekend's WinterFest.

Ken and Pat Wendler of Gardiner never miss the 
annual WinterFest in Highland.

Christine Sorbello and Marie Sidgwick serve chili at Highland's WinterFest last weekend. PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

At last Saturday's WinterFest in Highland (L-R): Johannes Reichart, Claudia Reichart and 
Gerrit Koch.

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating

Must be 21. Drivers license, passport or military ID required. Offer is complimentary and is issued one (1) per person.  
Slot FREE Play is valid on date of issuance only; will expire at the end of the day at 5:59am. Offers are non-transferable.  

Offer and schedules are subject to change without notice. Anyone either voluntarily or involuntarily prohibited  
from gaming by the PGCB is ineligible for this offer. Must arrive via line run bus to receive offer. KNP

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER.

ONE THURSDAY A MONTH, CALL FOR SERVICE. 
Servicing Kingston, New Paltz & Newburgh, NY 

Provided by West Point Tours 

westpointtours.com • 845-561-2671 ext. # 102

Ride the bus to Wind Creek Bethlehem

SLOT FREE PLAY
YOUR TICKET TO WINNING BIG! 

$45
BUS SCHEDULE

Visit WindCreekBethlehem.com for motorcoach information and details on our many exciting promotions. 
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Every drop matters
(Continued from page 1) 

The board voted to authorize town supervisor Neil 
Bettez to sign a document identifi ed as the Fifth 
Rider to a Purchase Option Agreement negotiated in 
2016 with David and Judi Roehrs, extending the time 
limit for the town to purchase the Roehrs’ 58.3-acre 
property at 101 Plains Road until June 30, 2021.

Looking through the long lens of a process that 
dates back to 2014, when municipalities along the 
route of the Catskill Aqueduct were fi rst informed 
by the New York City Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) that they’d need to fi nd alterna-
tive water sources during a succession of ten-week 

periods while the century-old aqueduct would be 
shut down for major repairs, this resolution looks 
like merely another small bump in a roller-coaster 
ride of legal wrangling over the creation of the wa-
ter district. But it might prove to be one of the last 
such bumps. That’s because the latest in a series of 
lawsuits against the town and the DEP fi led by Plains 
Road residents Ingrid Beer, Gail Freedman and Don-
na Liebman, seeking to annul a groundwater with-
drawal permit issued by state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation offi  cials in February 2018, 
was rejected in early December by the Appellate Di-
vision of the State Supreme Court.

The lawsuit, which alleged fraud on the town’s part 
in developing plans for the district, was the fourth to 
be fi led by the Plains Road citizens’ coalition and then 
fail in the courts. This most recent appeals ruling let 
stand State Supreme Court decisions made in Septem-

ber 2016 and April 2018. And this time, noted Bettez, 
“The judges’ decision was unanimous. It would be 
hard to appeal that. It’s probably our last big hurdle.”

According to the supervisor, in addition to absorb-
ing the town’s legal costs for the series of lawsuits, 
the DEP has agreed to make a $75,000 down pay-
ment to the Roehrses for the option to purchase, to 
be subtracted from the ultimate purchase price for 
the parcel. “That’s a sign that DEP is interested in 
moving forward,” following the appeals court vic-
tory, Bettez said. “I’d take it as a good sign.”

The Roehrs property is particularly signifi cant to 
the $10 million project going forward because it is 
the site of the test wells drilled at the beginning of 
the process to determine whether the aquifer un-
derlying the Plains Road neighborhood could sup-
ply adequate drinkable water to supplement other 
town sources in the event of an emergency during pe-
riods when the aqueduct is shut down. A number of 
neighbors expressed concerns that tapping the aquifer 
might have negative eff ects on water quality and sup-
ply in their private wells. The town off ered to allow 
the 86 landowners in the immediate area to join the 
district and obtain their water from municipal supplies 
as needed, but some have so far rejected this option. 
Soon they may have no other choice, other than to 
bring in bottled water at their own expense.

All costs for construction of the Water District #5 
lines will be borne by the DEP, per an intergovern-
mental agreement with the town and village that was 
signed in 2015. ++

Clementina Virginia Delmerico
Clementina Virginia Delmerico, age 79, of Highland, NY, died Friday, February 7, 2020 
at Vassar Brothers Medical Center, Poughkeepsie, NY.  Clementina was born Novem-
ber 18, 1940 in Manhattan, NY and was the daughter of the late Charles and Ida (Ar-
tale) Governali.  She married Joseph J. Delmerico on June 29, 1968 in Yonkers, NY.  She 
was predeceased by her husband, Joseph, on July 26, 2015.  

Tina was a seamstress in New Paltz, for many years until her retirement.  She was a 
parishioner of St. Joseph’s Church in New Paltz.  She was a loving homemaker and her 
main passion was her family and sewing.

A message of hope from Tina: “To all my family and friends, I would like to thank 
each and every one of you for all the support you have given me over the years and 
throughout my illness. I have enjoyed your friendship, laughter and love, your visits 
and countless notes of encouragement. You have given me a lifetime of memories that I 
have treasured over the years. I love you with all my heart.  A very special thank you to 
Bernadette and Kelly for being the wind beneath my wings for all these years”. 

She is survived by one daughter: Phyllis T. Delmerico of East Greenbush, NY and one son: Joseph C. Delmerico and 
his wife, Tracy, of East Greenbush, NY;  two grandchildren, Ryan and Emma Delmerico of East Greenbush, NY; one 
nephew, Salvatore Ligotino and his wife, Ann, of Ellenville, NY and one niece, Dina Ligotino of Boynton Beach, FL; 
great-nieces, Guilia, Bella, Belinda and Ashton Ligotino of Ellenville, NY and her brother-in-law, Sam Ligotino.  She 
was predeceased by a sister, Bernadina Ligotino.  

Visitation will be held on Saturday, February 15, 2020 from 9:30 – 10:30 am at Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home, 162 
South Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY followed by a Mass of Christian Burial at 11 am at St. Joseph’s Church, 34 
South Chestnut Street, New Paltz, NY.  Burial will follow at St. Charles Cemetery, Gardiner, NY.  

Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist the family of Tina with the arrangements.

� �
MIKE KRUGLINSKI
ON FEBRUARY 3
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New Paltz water
(Continued from page 1) 

 AL ALEXSA

Residents were able to obtain potable water from this tanker at Village Hall and other places throughout the Village and 
Town.

ERIN QUINN

On Tuesday afternoon, spill team off icials were using testing strips to detect possible sources of contamination at 
Reservoir #4, located close to Mountain Rest Road in the Town of New Paltz

stepped in to test the Village of New Paltz’s reservoirs 
and implement remedial measures in case there has 
been a spill or contaminants in the drinking water 
supply for approximately 14,000 residents. The 
DEC spills crew was busy wrapping absorbent rolls 
around the perimeter of Reservoir #4 off  Mountain 
Rest Road this past Tuesday afternoon.

According to Village mayor Tim Rogers, the DEC 
“is testing for volatile organic compounds.” Village 
residents and businesses receive their water from 
four village-owned reservoirs off  Mountain Rest 
Road and from the New York City-owned aqueduct 
that runs from the Ashokan Reservoir and is main-
tained by the Department of Environmental Protec-
tion. Rogers said that the Village is working closely 
with the DEP and the DEC as well as the New York 
State Department of Health and their water treat-
ment plant operators to test several water sites 
throughout the Village and fi nd out what could be 
causing complaints of foul-smelling and -tasting wa-
ter, described by many as having a “chemical” or 
“gasoline-like odor and aftertaste. 

What started out as some complaints by residents 
on Saturday night has blossomed into a full-scale vil-
lage, county and statewide examination into New 

Paltz’s water supply, as well as myriad trucked-in 
water and bottled water supply stations throughout 
the Village of New Paltz and the SUNY New Paltz 
campus, which also is served by the Village water 
supply system.

An advisory went out Monday from the Village 
government urging residents not to drink or use the 
water to cook or make ice until further notice. These 
advisories also came with a list of places that resi-
dents could pick up clean water until the Village had 
determined that the water was safe to drink. This 
was followed up quickly by a text and e-mail notifi ca-
tion from the New Paltz Central School District that 
it would be canceling school due to the Village advi-
sory. School was scheduled to reopen on Wednes-
day.

Mayor Rogers said that, once Village offi  cials and 
department heads believed an advisory to stop 
drinking the tapwater was the best course of action, 
they began notifying the “School District, the Police 
Department, the college, news outlets, public ac-
cess, websites, social media sites. That’s one of the 
challenges with a situation like this: to try and get the 
message out any way that we can to everyone that 
we can. One thing I’ve learned in this job is that you 
can never do enough outreach. We keep trying to do 
as much as we can, and we will continue to reach out 
to every person and agency we can, so that people 
know what is going on.”

Despite the eff ort to get the news out, several resi-
dents said that they were not aware of the situation 
until well after the advisory was put in eff ect. “I did 
smell something odd in the water yesterday morning 
when I fi rst turned on the tap -- it seemed electrical -- 
but then it dissipated and I didn’t think any more of 

it. I didn’t notice any discoloration or anything else,” 
said Grove Street resident Carole Ford. It wasn’t until 
her neighbor who works at the college, Martha Wat-
kins, notifi ed her that she found out about the Vil-
lage advisory.

Watkins said that she and her husband were away 
for the weekend. “When we came home and turned 
on the water on Sunday afternoon, it has a very 
strange smell -- almost like oil or something chemi-
cal. I went down to our basement to make sure our 
hot water heater hadn’t malfunctioned. It ran clear, 
though, and I didn’t notice any discoloration.” Wat-
kins said that she didn’t call the Village to register 
her concerns because she just “thought it was a re-
sult of having been away.” She only found out about 
the Village government’s notifi cations after “receiv-
ing a text alert from SUNY New Paltz, because I 
work there. We aren’t on Facebook, so I’m not sure 
how residents were notifi ed. We do appreciate how 
quickly the Village has responded; the updates on 
their website are helpful.” Although the Watkinses 
haven’t made use of the water stations to the public, 
she said, “We appreciate that it’s being made avail-
able.”

One longtime Village resident who wished to re-
main anonymous did say, “We learned about the is-
sue and the provisions from SUNY New Paltz e-mails 
and text alerts. The Village did not contact us.  We 
wondered with concern how residents not affi  liated 
with SUNY learned of the problem.”

David Santner, longtime owner of the Bakery, a lo-
cal café and New Paltz institution on Church Street, 
said that he did “not smell or taste anything strange 
or odd in our water,” but said that to err on the side 
of caution, they have brought water in for their cof-

fee and cooking and baking. “I haven’t heard any-
one complain about bad-tasting water or any chemi-
cal smells; in fact, most people that come in don’t 
even know about it. We’re the ones that are telling 
them.” Several college students said that they did 
not smell or taste anything odd in the water, but 
did heed the warnings and “went to Topps to buy a 
case of water, just to be safe,” said Lindsay Kranitz, a 
SUNY New Paltz junior who lives off -campus.

At this point, there are several independent re-
ports of water that smells like “chemicals” or tastes 
“funny,” but there are also a wide range of residents 
who report no concerning smells or tastes from their 
tapwater, which has also baffl  ed offi  cials.

“It’s unlikely that a contaminant penetrated the 
water system,” said Mayor Rogers. “It’s a highly 
pressurized system. The primary function of the wa-
ter tanks up on Cherry Hill Road is to keep the wa-
ter system pressurized. We have a U-shaped water 
system,” the mayor explained, noting that the three-
million-gallon tanks on Cherry Hill as well as the wa-
ter being held by the reservoirs off  Mountain Rest 
Road help to maintain an even water pressure. “If 
a contaminant entered our water system, it’s much 
more likely that it entered at the source, before it hits 
our system. So that’s where our focus is right now, 
but we are testing throughout the Village.”

The Village manages the entire water treatment 
plant, reservoirs and municipal water infrastructure 
with the help of Environmental Consultations. Rog-
ers said that he is grateful “that we’re being helped 
by so many agencies that know a lot about managing 
a situation like this. It’s nice to know that when your 
small community is in trouble in New York State, 
there are people who are ready to help immediately. 
We’ve had the DEP, the DEC, the county, the Gov-
ernor’s Offi  ce, the State Police assist us. It’s been all 
hands on deck.”

As for when they might know the results of the 
testing, Rogers said, “That’s the challenging part, 
because it’s not like taking a temperature and you 
know the results immediately. There are some chem-
icals that can be tested for quickly and other con-
taminants that take a diff erent amount of time.” He’s 
hopeful that they’ll have some answers quickly and 
will keep the public informed as best they can. For 
daily updates, visit hudsonvalleyone.com. ++

 

Small change
A subscription to an Ulster  
Publishing newspaper costs 
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New mall facility
will provide local 
healthcare services

I
T’S NOT EVERY day that two acres of offi  ce 
space for professionals is added to the Kingston-
area real-estate market, but Tuesday, February 
4, when Health Quest Medical Practice (HQMP), 

a division of Nuvance Health, held a ribbon-cutting 
and open house at a $20-million, 88,000-square-
foot expansion in the former Macy’s store at the 
Hudson Valley Mall, was such a day. HQMP will ini-
tially be providing urgent care, imaging, lab services 
and neurology services at the Town of Ulster facility. 
Additional specialty medical services such as oncol-
ogy and physical therapy are expected in some of 
the substantial remaining space. 

Hudson River Healthcare (HRH), a provider of 
care to people of limited incomes and operator of 29 
health centers in New York State, has been operat-
ing at the mall site since October. It has contracted 
to provide primary care, women’s health and behav-
ioral health care, nutrition services and care coordi-
nation at the facility. 

Northern Dutchess Hospital in Rhinebeck says 
it expects to use the Ulster facility “as its primary 
training site” for clinical education and training. Dr. 
Hossam Hafez, whose neurology offi  ce has moved 
from Broadway in Kingston to the newly refurbished 
building, is program director for the family medicine 
residency program at Northern Dutchess.

Nuvance Health counts more than 2600 doctors 
in its medical staff  and serves more than 1.5 million 
people in the Hudson Valley and Connecticut. HRH 
says it provides comprehensive primary and preven-
tive health services to more than 225,000 people 
throughout the Hudson Valley.

-- Geddy Sveikauskas

Freedom
toRELAX

12 month no interest  
financing on all Hot Springs Spas.

1606 Ulster Avenue,
Lake Katrine 

(Next to Adams) Family owned and operated for over 30 years

336-8080
www.aquajetpools.com

Fantasy Spa models$3,19500
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Dietary Monitoring of Home Cooked Meals

Housekeeping and Laundry Service

Transportation & 24 Hour Personal Care & Security
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Travelers from China non-viral

Four Ulster County residents returning from trips 
to coronavirus-struck areas of China agreed to self-
isolate for two weeks and have shown no signs of 
the disease, county health commissioner Dr. Carol 
Smith announced this week.

Smith stated in a release there were “no known or 
suspected cases of the Novel Coronavirus in Ulster 
County,” and that local health offi  cials were work-
ing closely with state and federal agencies to ensure 
every possible precaution is put in place.

The 14-day voluntary self-isolation is according to 
state and U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidelines and represent, the release stated, 
“and out of an abundance of caution to protect the 
public health and safety of all Ulster County and 
New York State residents.”

Police reform faces rocky path

Police reform advocates say they’re frustrated 
by the Kingston Common Council’s failure to move 
ahead quickly with legislation that would make ma-
jor changes to the makeup and power of the city’s 
police commission and revamp the process for han-
dling civilian complaints of offi  cer misconduct.

But the city’s top attorney and the Common Coun-
cil’s majority leader say the proposed legislation 
would require changes to the city charter, and could 
be viewed as inappropriate interference with ongo-
ing arbitration talks with the union representing city 
cops.

Activists are seeking more sweeping change in the 
form of legislation that they say would increase the 
independence of the commission, promote trans-
parency in its deliberations and make the body 
more representative of the community. The legisla-
tion, drafted by Rise Up Kingston based in part on 
police reforms enacted in Rochester, would give the 
commission a more active role in investigations of 
police misconduct and remove the police chief and 
city attorney from the process of questioning com-
plainants. It would also empower the commission to 
independently investigate misconduct allegations, 
even when there is no formal complaint.

Common Council majority leader Rennie Scott-
Childress said he did not believe the legislation pro-
posed by activists could be adopted without rewrit-
ing the city charter and placing it up for a public 
referendum. He added that he was frustrated by the 
activist group’s unwillingness to sit down with police 
to discuss mutually agreeable reforms.

“This is a more complicated problem than Rise Up 
[Kingston] will acknowledge,” said Scott-Childress.

Sun power in Sawyertown

Some 7000 gleaming new solar panels line the site 
of the Saugerties landfi ll and should be online in the 
next month, according to developers from East Light 
Solar.

The Town of Saugerties, the board of which ap-
proved the 2.8-megawatt project last March, will 
purchase 40 percent of the project’s total energy 

output, according to town supervisor Fred Costello 
Jr. Approximately 800,000 kilowatts of the town 
government’s share will power 80 percent of town 
facilities and the savings will ultimately extend to 
taxpayers, Costello said.

The remainder of the energy produced will be sold 
to an estimated 150 Saugerties homes and business-
es. The array was erected in just three months, with 
construction beginning in November. The company 
has signed a 25-year lease with the town. The lease 
agreement costs the company $30,000 annually.

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 
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Schools
Paige Sarvis

Student events, profi les & sports

by Oliver ten Broeke

C
APABILITY, COMPASSION, AN 
understanding of herself and a 
desire to help others -- these are 
the attributes that most prop-

erly defi ne Paige Sarvis, a friendly New 
Paltz High School senior with a bright fu-
ture. Oh, and a fondness for sushi. More 
accurately, a deep, powerful, unremit-
ting love for sushi.

The keystone of Sarvis’ selfl ess ambi-
tion is a non-profi t organization called 
the Thirst Project. “The Thirst Project 
is an organization that takes money, of-
ten fundraised by high school and col-
lege students and builds wells in other 
countries to help them get clean water.” 
Sarvis considers water security a huge is-
sue and a great danger. “The eff ects can 
be absolutely horrible. They’re usually 
caused by waterborne diseases.”

Sarvis fi rst learned about the Thirst 
Project from her mom. “My mom is a 
massage therapist, and the daughter of 
a client of hers was in the Thirst Project 
and got to go to Uganda. I looked into it, 
and found it really interesting.”

The Thirst Project primarily focuses 
on countries whose political or econom-
ic situation preclude the construction of 
the necessary infrastructure for clean 
water. “It’s Swaziland, Kenya, Uganda, 
India and El Salvador -- I’ll be doing my 
Seal of Biliteracy project on that.” Sarvis 
plans to give a presentation about the 
Thirst Project’s endeavours in El Salva-
dor in order to demonstrate profi ciency 
in Spanish.

During her junior year, Sarvis orga-
nized a presentation at the high school 
about the Thirst Project. A team of Thirst 
Project “Road Warriors” came in to de-
scribe the importance of water security. 
“They started off  by talking about the 
waterborne illnesses and their aff ects. 
Most often, its children that die from 
them. They showed a video about this 
young girl named Happiness, whose little brother 
died from HIV.”

It’s not just about water security, though. “Chil-
dren and mothers have to walk for hours every day, 
just to get water that might not even be clean. When 
they have access to clean water they can spend their 
time doing other things. This gives children the op-
portunity to seek an education and lets mothers get 
a job.”

Sarvis has invested a lot of her time and energy 

into work for the Thirst Project. Working with the 
high school’s Youth Activist club, Sarvis held some 
fundraisers. “We did some fundraisers in front of 
the Bistro, or we’d have a bake sale. I was constantly 
planning things for the Thirst Project, and our group 
was coming up with tons of ideas. This year, now 
that I’m in New Visions, I have some more resources 
and we’ll be able to do more fundraisers.” 

During a fundraiser in front of the Bistro, Sarvis 
had a friendly encounter with someone who had had 
diffi  culty getting clean water when they were young. 
“When I was doing one of the fundraisers, this guy 
walked up and pointed to one of the pictures in our 

display, where two little boys were car-
rying water, dirty water. He said ‘That 
was my country. I remember that.’”

Sometime soon, Sarvis would like to 
take her experience with the organiza-
tion further and become a Thirst Proj-
ect Road Warrior. “They travel all over 
the country and give these presenta-
tions at schools. That’s something I’d 
really like to do during college, maybe 
in my second semester as a freshman.”

To help the Thirst Project fulfi ll its 
purpose, Sarvis encourages New Paltz 
community members to involve them-
selves. “We defi nitely want new mem-
bers. You can donate or apply for a 
service trip.”

Well-aligned with her enthusiasm 
for helping others, Sarvis is thinking 
about becoming a doctor or neurosci-
entist. Aiming for some early obser-
vational experience, Sarvis involves 
herself with the BOCES New Visions 
program. “I’m doing New Visions, 
which is where you shadow doctors 
and nurses in the hospital. You get to 
see really cool stuff , like surgeries. I 
was thinking about probably becom-
ing a doctor, or someone in the health-
care fi eld. I really like science, neuro-
science mostly.” Sarvis recalls doing a 
project on the brain in second grade 
-- an early indicator of her medical 
predilections.

After graduating, Sarvis will be 
spending some time travelling with her 
brother. “I’m backpacking the coast of 
Colombia with my brother this sum-
mer…” Sarvis values the opportunity 
to travel, “Travelling is the best way 
to have new experiences and become 
more cultured. I’d love to travel to Af-
rica, but not as a vacation or a luxury. 
I want to travel and just actually talk 
to people.” 

It’s impossible to claim to know 
Paige Sarvis without an understand-
ing of her passion for sushi. “Oh, don’t 

even get me started on sushi!” Of course, I had to. 
“So, my favorite sushi order is usually two Califor-
nia rolls and miso soup. I would say it just tastes like 
heaven in my mouth. I eat a bite of it and there I am! 
I’m in heaven. It’s the best feeling ever, and it’s the 
best food I’ve ever had. It’s defi nitely something I’m 
passionate about, eating sushi.”

Sarvis considers kindness and love to be the most 
valuable things in life. “I think the whole reason 
we’re on this Earth is to be kind to others and treat 
people in the best way possible. We’re social crea-
tures, and the whole reason we’re alive is to give and 
receive love -- whether it’s to each other, to animals 
or to the Earth and the plants”

In closing, Sarvis would like to tell readers to be 
compassionate to each other, and keep an open 
mind. “Be as kind as you can to other people because 
you never know what people are going through. 
Open your mind to new things. Travel is important, 
and if you can’t travel, research and educate yourself 
about your passion.” ++

Paige Sarvis

SUMMER
CAMP GUIDE

Inside
Almanac Weekly

this week

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865
\3
WHY PRINT?

Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 
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by Rich Corozine

I
T HAD BEEN a long 
time since New Paltz 
won a Division title on 
the mat. And this one 

came down to Evan Jansen, 
the Huguenot’s 285-pound 
bruiser wrestling Wallkill's 
Jackson Faider in the meet's 
fi nal match last Tuesday, 
with New Paltz up a point 
at 39-38.

And as is usual with the 
big-boys, whoever hits the 
mat fi rst usually takes the 
loss. So Wallkill's Faider, 
after a 0-0 fi rst period of 
grabbing, groping and feel-
ing each other out, made 
a move on Jansen that put 
him on the mat, but with-
out having full control on 
the takedown move Jansen 
escaped -- scoring a point. 
And as fate would have it, 

that single point held up as the two bear-like wres-
tlers just kept banging at each other for the next 
period-and-a-half. And with the huge crowd in full-
throated roar and Faider trying for a takedown 
and Jansen playing a kind-of rope-a-dope, it end-
ed...42-38 New Paltz, with the Huguenots winning 
their fi rst Division title in many a year.

After forfeiting at 99 pounds, up-and-coming 
freshman Cole Cuppett continued his winning ways 
with a 6-1 win over Rocco Futia at 106 pounds. Los-
ing at 113, New Paltz got a big pin from Elliot Crocco 
(leading 7-0) of Adam Howling in 3:24 at 120 pounds. 
Down 23-9 after losses at 126 and 132, the Huguenots 
ran off  fi ve pins in a row to go up 39-23: it was Mitch 
Gibson over Oscar Avila in 0:30 at 138 pounds; Aid-
an Cuppett over Matthew Rizzo in 1:02 at 145; Ethan 
Palanca over  James Rizzo in 1:09 at 152; Levi Wyns 
over Noah Grabowski in 0:46 at 160; and Matt Thom-
as over Cael Atkins in 1:27 at 170.

Every meet has its one wild-and-crazy match, 
where its a back-and-forth near-pin fest. This one 
was New Paltz's Logan Michael against Wallkill's Jus-
tin Lyle at 182 pounds. It was 7-3 Lyle after the fi rst 
period, then 10-8, and fi nally 12-9 as a tiring Michael 
tried for a last minute takedown. Wallkill then won 
the next two matches with pins to set up the Jansen-
Faider grand fi nale.  

But more than just this big win over Wallkill, this 
group of New Paltz wrestlers and their take-no-pris-
oners swagger is very reminiscent of the champion-
ship  group from 20-or-so years ago that included 
present coach Ryan Pullman and his brother George 
-- both Section 9 champions -- and now Wallkill as-
sistant coach and one-time "gunslinger" Dave Kelso 
-- all of whom were at this match (including then 
coach Frank Ciliberto -- now Ryan Pullman's "bench 
coach"), lending it that deja vu moment. But what-
ever the memory, this team is good, solid all the way 
through. They may be the smallest school in Division 
1, going up against the monsters: Monroe-Woodbury, 
Minisink Valley, Newburgh, Middletown, Kingston, 
Valley Central, et al,...but they're back. An individual 
title here-and-there, even against that competition, 
would not be surprising.

Earlier in the week at the prestigious  Bernie Miller 
Duals at Rye,  New Paltz took second with wins over 
Lakeland-Panas 63-15, Port Chester 60-21, Sleepy 
Hollow 72-12 and St. Joseph's By the Sea 70-16, losing 
to Brewster 53-33 in the fi nal. Cole Cuppett, Palanca 
and Michael all went undefeated at 5-0.

New Paltz, 11-8 in dual meets, will wrestle in the 
Section 9 Division 1 Championships on Saturday, 
February 15 at Monroe-Woodbury, starting at 11 a.m.

Highland wrestling fell to 5-4 in dual meets with 

Wednesday's 64-15 loss to Port 
Jervis. Wins for the Huskies  
went to Logan Zehr with  a 6-2 
decision over Logan Zappollo 
at 145 pounds; Ben Swart a pin 
of Jason Cintron in 3:32 at 195; 
and Jonathan Perez  a pin of 
Ricky Mendoza in 3:41 at 285 
pounds.

Highland will wrestle in the 
Section 9 Division 2 Champi-
onships on Saturday, February 
15 at SUNY Ulster at 11 a.m. ++

Roundball roundup

The New Paltz boys fell to 
Washingtonville on Monday 
82-62, with Justin DeMaria 
leading the Huguenots with 
16, Matt Simmons 12 and Jeff  
Reynoso 11; then defeated FDR 
on Wednesday 67-56, with De-
Maria with 20, Jackson Soper 
17 and Simmons 12. The Hu-

guenots fi nished the week with a decisive 69-40 win 
over Saugerties, with DeMaria with 17, Soper 16 and 
Jorden Cook 12.

The New Paltz girls topped the Sawyers  62-54, 
with Ruby Santos with 24 points and Katie Geisler 
23.

And the Highland boys upset Wallkill  70-67, with 
Ethan Thompson with 22 points,  Daryl Barry 17 and 
Dontay Baker 13.

Highland boys (5-10) visit New Paltz (11-6) this 
Tuesday, February 11 at 5:30 p.m.; while the New 
Paltz girls (10-4) visit Highland (2-13)...both games 
are too late for this week's coverage.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz Nordic skiing

The New Paltz boys swept one-through-four and 
the girls one-through-fi ve in wins over Wallkill in a 
7.5 skate race at Maple Hill. For the boys it was Wells 
Willett, Diego Schembri, Kevin Metzger and Hawke 
Kosofsky; while for the girls it was Amelia St. John, 
Lake Willett, Eliza Shands, Lily Zembrowski and 
Aracely Watson.

-- Rich Corozine

They're back!
New Paltz wrestling beats Wallkill for Division title

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Eliot Crocco (top) pinned Wallkill's Adam Howling.

Levi Wyns. Aidan Cuppett.Evan Jansen.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

Republican senators have declared 
war on democracy

Republican senators, except Mitt Romney, threw 
principles away by refusing to remove Trump from 
offi  ce. They have declared war on democracy and we 
must fi ght back. One way is by funding local Demo-
cratic candidates and others across the country to 
the extent you are able. A favorite of mine outside 
this area is “Ditch Mitch.” He is running against a 
fi ne opponent in need of our support because Mitch 
McConnell is rolling in dark money. This is no time 
to feel helpless.

Hal Chorny
Gardiner

Where is the compassion?

I have a follow-up comment regarding Misha Har-
nick’s letter. Like the writer, I have the same issue. 
I live on North Manheim Boulevard. I always must 
shovel twice. After the plows come through, the 
compacted snow and ice is shoved up onto the al-
ready cleared sidewalk. I agree with the writer the 
assessment was exorbitant and unfair. There should 
be care taken by the Public Works Department or at 
the very least consideration given to the homeowner 
who by not their fault has to clear the sidewalk a sec-
ond time. 

Last year, I was sick with the fl u and had a 104 fever. 
I found someone to shovel the snow -- well begged 
them really -- and paid $40. Sure enough, the plows 
shoved the compacted snow onto the sidewalk, and 
I had to have it re-shoveled, paying another $400.

As the writer’s arguments make a good case, ask-
ing that the Village provide a courtesy to notify the 
homeowner before fi ning an excessive penalty, as 
there may be extenuating circumstances (illness, 
broken equipment or another very valid reason -- 
perhaps, even a death in the family). Where is the 
compassion? Why can’t the Public Works Depart-
ment take a little extra care. I am also 65 years old, 
a senior citizen. A fi ne of $415 would impact me se-
verely fi nancially, as well it probably would every 
homeowner in the Village.

Marybeth Bannon
New Paltz

New Paltz Democratic Committee 
holds February meeting

The New Paltz Democratic Committee is holding 
its February meeting on Thursday, February 13 at 8 
p.m. at Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue. All regis-
tered Democrats are invited to attend. The commit-
tee is looking for additional committee members and 

associates to get out the vote for the very important 
upcoming elections. The committee’s current mem-
bers -- a diverse, multigenerational group of passion-
ate community members, both veterans of and new 
to political involvement -- are excited and energized 
about working diligently towards getting Democrats 
elected in 2020. Please visit our website at http://
newpaltzdemocrats.com/membership/ for details 
about joining, or attend our meeting.

William Wheeler Murray, Member at Large
New Paltz Democratic Committee

Follow the directions

The following passage appeared in The Wisdom of 
Confucius, edited and translated with notes by Lin Yu-
tang copyright, 1938, by Random House, Inc.

“For everyone called to the government of nations 
and empires there are nine cardinal directions to be 
attended to:

1. Cultivating his personal conduct.
2. Honoring worthy men.
3. Cherishing aff ection for, and doing his duty to-

ward, his kindred.
4. Showing respect to the high ministers of state.
5. Identifying himself with the interests and welfare 

of the whole body of public offi  cers.
6. Showing himself as a father to the common people.
7. Encouraging the introduction of all useful arts.
8. Showing tenderness to strangers from far coun-

tries.
9. Taking interest in the welfare of the princes of 

the Empire.
Even though these directions were written 2,500 

years ago, they can apply to anyone, regardless of 
gender, who seeks a public offi  ce today. A person who 
can follow these directions should be someone that 
we could rally around to create a government that we 
could all take pride in.

Paul J. Bishop
New Paltz 

Visibility is always very low from 
dusk until early morning

Your front page January 30 article “Unsafe to cross” 
highlights a very serious problem, but omits a possi-
ble solution that avoids the issues the Village appears 
to be having with New York State offi  cials. 

You cite Lieutenant Lucchesi of the town police 
force noting the diffi  culty of seeing someone when 
glare is a factor, such as after rain, and William 
Wheeler Murray suggesting we slow down when “vis-
ibility is low.” 

They are both correct, but the broad problem is 
that visibility is always very low from dusk until early 

morning for the entire stretch from South Manheim 
to the bridge due to inadequate lighting. Perhaps 
this is a problem that the Village might be able to 
address on its own. The inadequate lighting is com-
pounded by a propensity for many people, perhaps 
especially students, to wear dark clothing, which 
renders them practically invisible at night.

No matter how slowly one drives, it is still entirely 
possible to miss a person dressed all in black cross-
ing at several of the almost totally unlit spots along 
this stretch. It may be as unsettling to drivers as it is 
to pedestrians.

Arie Kopelman
New Paltz

Requesting SUNY Impact Aid
for FY 2021

Our community is grateful to have received SUNY 
Impact Aid in the amount of $200,000 in FY 2019 
and in FY 2020 in order to help off set the cost of 
providing emergency services and protection in 
our SUNY New Paltz host community. 

New Paltz formally thanks Governor Andrew 
Cuomo, former Senator John Bonacic, Senator Jen 
Metzger and Assemblymember Kevin A. Cahill who 
were key in securing this aid that reduces some bur-
den off  our local taxpayers.

For FY 2020, the Village Board has requested that 
our SUNY Impact Aid be increased by $100,000 to 
$300,000 so we may contribute more to our fi re 
and police budgets and also begin to use this des-
perately needed aid to support the New Paltz Res-
cue Squad. 

The SUNY student population residing both on 
and off  campus, and our non-student residents, 
deserve fi rst-rate and quick responses from New 
Paltz’s emergency services. The U.S. Census esti-
mates that the Village of New Paltz housing stock 
is 73% tenant-occupied, a common trend in SUNY 
host communities, and especially so in New Paltz 
where the college has one of the lowest residential 
square feet to student body ratios among SUNY 
comprehensive colleges. This mobile rental com-
munity often lives in older, previously single-family 
homes, putting stress on our police, fi re and rescue 
departments.

Fire department calls to the SUNY New Paltz 
campus account for approximately 20% of our all-
volunteer department’s total annual call volume. 
SUNY New Paltz’s university police department 
handles signifi cant on-campus volume and the 
Town of New Paltz’s locally-funded police depart-
ment provides service in our community where 
many SUNY New Paltz students live off  campus. In 
2019, there was a total of 15,395 town-wide calls for 
service to the New Paltz Police Department.

In 2019, SUNY New Paltz was the destination for 
approximately 10% of the New Paltz Rescue Squad 
total annual ambulance call volume, with 47% of 
these campus calls resulting in a “refusal of medical 
assistance (RMAs).” Given that rescue derives the 
majority of its operating revenue from billable calls, 
this amount of RMAs has a serious negative impact 
on its budget that is subsidized by local taxpayers.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Candidate Pete Buttigieg’s 
qualifi cations

I’m wondering if the Democrats, who when Alas-
ka Governor Sarah Palin was running for vice presi-
dent in 2008, said she was not qualifi ed, as being 
a governor, she had no foreign policy experience. 
Now, the Democrats and there media supporters 
have no problem with Pete Buddigieg who is mayor 
of South Bend Indiana running for president -- a 
bigger job than vice president. Exactly what is the 
foreign policy of South Bend and how is being may-
or of a small city more qualifying than being gover-
nor of a state. Explanation please.

John Habersberger
New Paltz 
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 Newborns have “no agenda” eyes and are al-
ways present. Besides crying to get the attention of 
caretakers in order to be fed and changed, they have 
no opinions or identities. Without knowing their 
gender, race, nationality, social class and whether 
they are good-looking, have intelligence or will be 
popular in junior high school, they are just purely 
alive, just human breathers.

We refer to newborns as “old souls.” They seem to 
have wisdom from “the other side.”

It doesn’t take long for an infant to learn to manip-
ulate the giants around by being cute, giggling and 
smiling. This is the beginning of a life-long continu-
ous pursuit to get needs met. It is also the beginning 
of developing an inauthentic self.

 If we think of the newborn as a dot in the center 
of a circle, more concentric circles form around that 
pure present soul. The fi rst circle is formed to please 
adults, who the little one depends on for survival. 
Then another circle is formed in school when chil-
dren learn about themselves, which category they 
fi t into, also which behaviors are acceptable with 
each identity. Soon other people tell the child about 
themselves and worst of all, the child believes what 
they are told in the formative years.

Yesterday, while I was teaching painting and draw-
ing to incarcerated females, a woman in her seven-
ties announced, even before the class began, that 
she is “terrible” at art. Her drawing was the best. She 

was wrong, but 
has held to that 
belief her entire 
life.

Over time 
we formulate 
hundreds of 
opinions. Our 
beliefs, as my 
p h i l o s o p h y 
teacher says 
are, “our cher-
ished notions,” 
which become 
an implacable thick circle around our original self. 
Over time, the disappointments, failures and betrayals 
which comprise the human condition deepen our as-
sumptions and judgments, rendering it impossible to 
see clearly through the layers acquired throughout life.

After the destruction of the World Trade Center 
and the subsequent anti-Islamic atmosphere in the 
country, a friend of mine knocked on the door of a 
Muslim neighbor to extend support.

Years later, on the day after the Pittsburgh syna-
gogue massacre, my friend ran into her neighbor, 
again. She said, “So sad. This hate is happening ev-
erywhere. The synagogue killings are just another 
indication of how far from unity and love we have 
become. To which the neighbor replied, “Well, it’s 

Susan Slotnick

The way we see
not as bad as what the Jews are doing to the Palestin-
ians.” Don’t misunderstand! She has her valid point, 
but her opinion was what she saw and not a present 
moment where divisions could have been bridged. 
This example is not particular to Jews and Muslims, 
it’s all of us, and now due to anxiety about the world, 
opinions are sprouting up like saplings in mud. Un-
derneath it all, at the center, is still our purest soul.

Life just covers that part of us. Only in moments of 
amazing grace do we become present and free from 
our ideas.

I spent a day practicing being in present time. It’s 
diffi  cult, so many distractions from without and with-
in. During the eff ort, I watched a documentary con-
sidered violently anti-feminist about men’s rights. 
As best as I could, I put my beliefs aside and actu-
ally agreed with most of it. Then, I went to the “acid 
test, to get an incontestable result” and watched Fox 
News. My opinions didn’t change, but the anger and 
disgust was gone. I understood the predicament on 
both sides and for a nanosecond I was only in com-
passion. Then it was gone.

Most people see the world through a thick lens re-
fl ecting back, not what is real, but what we ourselves 
and our life’s experiences have created. The psycholo-
gists call this “projection.” Maybe the purpose of life is 
to unravel all the layers preventing seeing what is right 
in front of us in order to go back to “no agenda” eyes.

Newborns have “no agenda” eyes and are always 
present. But they can’t do more than digest and be 
adorable. What could adults accomplish without an 
agenda if continually present? I think I glimpsed that 
in an instance of grace. That precious nanosecond was 
the golden rule made manifest, the principal of treat-
ing others as you want to be treated, a maxim found 
in all religions and cultures, an injunction needed now 
more than any other time in my lifetime.

World-class performance
at the Denizen

We are lucky to have the new Denizen Theatre here 
in New Paltz and even luckier to be able to see Terri 
Weagant’s astonishing performance in the current 
play Bo-Nita. She inhabits the role of 13-year-old Bo-
Nita with such ferocity, hilarity and humanity -- at an 
acting level one expects to see only in Manhattan or 
London. The writing transcends black comedy and 
achieves a resonant space of grace notes, of uncanny 
intelligence about human endurance. It is a rare ex-
ample of how theatre magic is built, one plainspo-
ken line upon another, until we are inside Bo-Nita’s 
heart, raw and glittering. Terri is a supremely gifted 
actor and does justice to this precocious young girl 
struggling to endure a frightful comedic family. How 
did we ever live without Denizen?

Greg Correll
New Paltz

 

What! An honest politician?

Did I need a hearing device? Were my prescription 
glasses in need of updating? Television was presenting 
the honest, sincere, soul-searching, direct, God-cen-
tered statement of Republican Senator Mitt Romney 
voting to convict President Trump of the crimes/mis-
demeanors his impeachment trial had uncovered.

This coming amidst my chagrin, despair, anger, great 
sadness that we witnessed another powerful person 
getting away with grave errors and lack of character. 
How refreshing to view a man of conscious, honest de-
cision making. I am proud of this man. Wished in my 
heart upon viewing that he was our leader.

Regardless of ethnic background, religion exists to 
guide all of us to being true in our hearts to ourselves 
and one another. Ultimately, to unconditional love.

Thousands profess their allegiance to God/Jesus, 
yet publicly ostracize members of the gay commu-
nity, other religions, engage in hurtful gossip. And 
they embrace, vote for a man who has been mar-
ried three times, cheated, sexually abused others, 
fraternized with a known child traffi  cker, 1,500 and 
more lies tabulated, denigrates good people on his 
Tweets, abused his powers, acts more like a dictator, 
king, mafi a boss than a responsible, high-minded, in-
telligent, leader/healer of our powerful nation.

Do you have children? Grandchildren? Are you sat-
isfi ed that they have such a person as their mentor, 

role model? Senator Romney will now be vilifi ed, os-
tracized, condemned for being just to his conscious/
faith/God. A familiar story.

Senator Romney. Bravo! Truly a breath of fresh air.
Joyce Benedict

Hyde Park

Thanks from Regional Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation at New Paltz 

Last week, the Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation at New Paltz held a benefi t cocktail par-
ty to raise money for our scholarship fund. Through 
community support, we were able to raise over 
$6,000! The Foundation would like to thank the fol-
lowing individuals and businesses for their generous 
donations to this endeavor:

Anthony Prizzia & Fetzer Wines, The Bakery, Main 
Street Bistro, P&G’s Restaurant, Hampton Inn of New 
Paltz, McGillicuddy’s Restaurant & Tap House, The Inn 
at Kettleboro, a Tavola Trattoria, Rocking Horse Ranch 
Resort, RUNA Bistro, Krause’s Chocolates, Jennifer 
Redmond, Kevin Zraly, Upstairs on 9 Café, Royal King 
Cleaners, Mohonk Mountain House, Jenkinstown Day 
Spa, SUNY New Paltz, Gadaleto’s Seafood Restaurant, 
Cocoon, Flour and Lead Bakery, Village Pizza, New 
Paltz Hot Bagels, Mill House Brewing Company, Adams 
Fairacre Farms, Apple Greens Golf Course, Mohonk 
Preserve and Henry’s Farm to Table Restaurant.

Thank you to our New Paltz High School student 
volunteers, Jena Russo and Natalya Knoth, who as-
sisted that evening. Also, a big thank you to all who 
attended our event, purchased raffl  e tickets and par-
ticipated in the silent auction and Superbowl pool! 

The Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation’s 
annual scholarship winners are selected each May 
and are graduating high school seniors, students 
pursuing a post-secondary degree or accreditation, 
as well as adult learners. They are Eagle Scouts, 
fi refi ghters, decorated athletes, Rotarians, farmers, 
EMTs and hospital volunteers, developing careers in 
health care, law, mathematics, chemical engineer-
ing, business administration, education and more. The 
fi nancial support provided by Foundation scholarships 
has helped these individuals apply their passion and 
drive to a course of study that not only helps them ac-
complish their professional goals, but also provides a 
dynamic local quality of life in our region. 

To learn more about the Regional Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation at New Paltz, to make a do-

nation or to apply for one of our annual scholar-
ships, please visit us at www.newpaltzchamber.org. 

Ernie Van De Mark, Teresa Thompson
Cathy Sifre, Leslie Rubin, Joyce Minard
Kathy Prizzia, Beth Barry, Alexis Mills

and Christopher Short 
Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation

at New Paltz 

Tillson Lake is part of Minnewaska 
State Park Preserve

In the age of misinformation (Saving the Ridge 
Again [Point of View February 6]) let me clarify, as 
24-year past editor of Shawangunk Watch, Tillson 
Lake is and was part of the Awosting Reserve acqui-
sition by Open Space Institute and Trust for Public 
Land that is now part of Minnewaska State Park Pre-
serve. If the defeated developers had had their way we 
would be looking at an 18-hole golf course along side 
Tillson Lake in the foreground of the Shawangunks. 
Golf courses spew chemicals into the ground and into 
the waters they surround...the Palmaghattkill. 

The Palmaghattkill is only remote and “wild” on 
the ridge. In olden days guests from Minnewaska 
could visit the upper reaches of the Kill on a carriage 
road from the Minnewaska Mountain Houses. Most 
of the stream’s length is through developed and ag-
ricultural land on its course to the Shawangunkill. 

Friends of Tillson Lake is a diverse group of con-
cerned citizens from many counties and states who 
search out now-vanishing bodies of water to fi sh, 
picnic and paddle. This is no NIMBY posse. We en-
gaged in good science with reputable experts (Hud-
sonia, Hickory Creek Consulting LLC, Quenzer En-
vironmental LLC) who produced convincing reports 
on the ecological value of Tillson Lake and wetlands.

We want to save this peaceful lake/pond for future 
generations -- for kids who desperately need a “na-
ture fi x,” for all the fi sh and animals who now use 
it, for resident and migrating birds and for the dis-
gruntled to calm down.

Annie O’Neill
Friends of Tillson Lake board

Gardiner

Powerful stories

When we started the Denizen Theatre 15 months 
ago, our mission was to tell powerful stories in our 
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The New Paltz Fire Department held its 
monthly meeting on Monday, February 3. Chief Cory 
Wirthmann reported the monthly incident statistics:

• Eight on the SUNY campus
• Two assisting mutual aid departments
• One on the NYS Thruway
• Eighteen in the Town of New Paltz
• Twenty in the Village of New Paltz
• for a total of 49 emergency incidents responded 

to for the month of January.

It was calculated that members spent 367 working 
hours responding to incidents and participating in 
training. 

Fire Department members continued conversa-
tions with Village and State offi  cials regarding the 
construction of a new fi rehouse to be located at the 

From the New Paltz Fire Department

Hot Line
corner of Henry W. Dubois Drive and North Putt Cor-
ners Road. Last month, Fire Department members 
honed their skills in vehicle extrication principles by 
holding a joint training with neighboring mutual aid 
company Tillson Fire District. Members of both de-
partments practiced using specialty tools to cut and 
manipulate the frame of a donated car to simulate 
removing a patient involved in a serious accident. 

With increased volume of Carbon Monoxide (CO) in-
volved incidents the New Paltz Fire Department would 
like to remind community members that you should 
evacuate and call 911 if your CO alarm activates. 

If you or someone you know is interested in vol-
unteering, please contact the New Paltz Fire Depart-
ment by visiting www.newpaltzfi re.org or emailing 
join@newpaltfi re.org to fi ll out an application. If that 
doesn’t work, call (845) 255-1520 or visit them at the 
fi rehouse on Monday nights at 7 p.m. 

intimate space in order to help raise empathy in the 
world.

We made a commitment to the next generation of 
theatergoers by having a $5 student ticket price for 
any show any time.

In our fi rst fi ve productions, we had over 1,000 
students experience live theater for only $5.

I want to give a special thanks to Brendan Burke 
the artistic director of Shadowlands who teaches 
in the theater department at SUNY New Paltz and 
brought 48 of his students to experience our produc-
tion of Bo-Nita by Elizabeth Heff ron.

Bo-Nita is a solo show starring Terri Weagant (who 
performed at Denizen Theatre last year in Every Bril-
liant Thing). She shares a wild story as told through the 
eyes of a 13-year-old. This talented New York City actor 
transforms into seven diff erent characters and takes 
the audience on a wild journey of laughter and pain.

One patron Michael Gold describes his experience: 
“So privileged to have attended one of the great, bril-
liant, virtuoso performances we’ve ever seen. Truly 
extraordinary and even more extraordinary in your 
small intimate theatre.”

Credit goes to Brendan Burke, artistic director of 
Shadowlands for his commitment to this art form 
and sharing his time, students and talents with the 
Denizen Theatre.

Harry Lipstein
Founder and Producing Artistic Director

Denizen Theatre 
New Paltz

A perfect call

When a referee at an important sporting event 
makes a questionable call, the team that benefi ts 
generally calls it a “perfect call,” and the team that 
feels penalized, thinks of it as a “bad call.”

So it was with the recent impeachment process 
where Trump and almost all the Republicans felt 
that his call to the Ukraine was a “perfect call,” and 
virtually all the Democrats thought it merited im-
peachment.

Putting Trump aside for the moment, it’s extreme-
ly sad that our houses of congress have become so 
“super partisan” and polarized that they can no lon-
ger fi nd common ground.

So when Trump, in his State of the Union address, 
expressed that he was enamored of the concept of 
planting a trillion trees globally, it was met with disdain. 
Some commentators called it “worse than stupid,” and 
others questioned why then is he opening four-million 
acres in Utah for logging and possible deforestation.

Maybe it’s time to try to see Trump’s tree-planting 
enthusiasm as an “olive branch,” and maybe the fos-
sil fuel companies will pay for the trees and the Re-
publicans and Democrats will water them together. 
Wouldn’t that be a perfect call?

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Article # 49,  fact vs. opinion 

FACT: I am going to divert from my previous at-
tacks on the administration on the benefi t state and 
instead briefl y touch upon a recent development 
that has grave consequences for the American peo-
ple down the road. With the acquittal of his Lordship 
in the Senate, the Republicans with the exception of 
Romney, voted in lock step for the acquittal of Don-
ald Trump. Why? Two reasons:

OPINION: One, As mentioned previously, the Re-
publicans hated and still hate the benefi t state that 
was initiated under FDR in 1935, as well as Lyndon 
Johnson’s 1965 extension of Social Security with the 
Medicare and Medicaid amendments. With Trump 
in offi  ce, if elected in 2020 and both chambers of the 
Congress are Republican, there will be a concerted 
attack on these benefi ts with privatization of Social 
Security for the younger generation and vast reduc-
tions in the amendments mentioned above for all, 
particularly Medicaid and Medicare. This goes back 
to August of 2016, my fi rst letter, where I stated a 
goal of Trump is the ‘deconstruction of the admin-
istrative state’.

Two: With FDR being elected four times, the Re-
publicans pushed through the 22nd amendment in 
1951 as stipulating a president of the United States 
can only hold offi  ce for two terms -- eight years. If 
Trump is re-elected in 2020 with a solid Republi-
can base and both chambers of Congress Republi-
can, there will be a push to have ratifi cation of two-
thirds of the states to support the overthrow of this 
amendment, particularly if the chambers of Con-
gress remain Republican in the mid-term elections 
of 2022. This will allow not only Trump to run for a 
third term, but it opens the door for future presidents 
as well, regardless of party. If that is the case, millions 
of people will feel the consequences, not only now 
but our grandchildren and great grandchildren down 
the road. Trump himself alluded to this very scenario 
when he mentioned previously, ‘on to 2024’.

The Republicans, by being quiet and supporting 
his Lordship, are tacitly given approval to the future 
and what it holds for the Republican Party. The more 
power this man achieves, the more dangerous he 
becomes. He is building his own power, family base 
and fi lling all the important positions with cronies 
beholden to him and him only. He is a ‘true blue cap-
italist’ where money, fame and power are his Gods. 
The brake is to vote. Pay attention, call your repre-
sentatives and complain regardless of what party 
they are affi  liated with. Be well aware -- vote, call, 
write, raise a fuss. There is much at stake.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

Tillson Lake: the current facts

I would like to take this opportunity to inform 
people of the latest developments regarding Tillson 

Lake in Minnewaska State Park. The dam at Tillson 
Lake, according to the most recent engineering re-
port, from just eight months ago, is in no danger of 
imminent failure. It does, however, need to be up-
graded to current DEC standards for a “500-year 
fl ood event.” Based on this latest engineering re-
port, with a new, much lower cost, NYS Parks and 
the Palisades Interstate Parks Commission continue 
to indicate that they view Tillson Lake as a valuable 
asset and not a liability. 

Tillson Lake, in fact, has signifi cant value as a rec-
reational resource. It provides a place to fi sh, the 
only lake in Minnewaska State Park that provides for 
fi shing. Recently used as an educational resource for 
families, on the DEC-approved “Free Fishing Day” 
sponsored by Friends of Tillson Lake, a number of 
parents and children came to fi sh, or to learn how 
to with provided gear. They thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to spend a day outdoors, in a unique 
environment, and at no fee. There are trails to hike, 
off ering views of wildlife and vegetation unique to 
our area. In addition, it is one of only two of Min-
newaska’s lakes for boaters and kayakers to enjoy. It 
is unquestionably the most accessible. Many come 
to take advantage of the resource with its majestic 
views of the ridge from the open water. 

The lake has created, over its near one hundred 
years of existence, a source of food, water and hab-
itat for a signifi cant number of species. The list of 
wildlife is long and diverse. Birds, including the bald 
eagle, fi sh, reptiles, amphibians, wetland greenery, 
all fi nd a home in or near Tillson Lake. It is a critical 
wildlife and wetland habitat that helps control pollu-
tion and protects the watershed. It is a recreational 
resource and a restorative refuge. Importantly as 
well, it is there, if needed, to provide a signifi cant 
source of water for fi re companies should there be a 
fi re on our beloved ridge. It is already used for train-
ing purposes for ice and water rescue by local fi re 
companies. 

As a result of multiple in-depth environmental 
studies, its tremendous value as a public resource, 
and the new, dramatically lower cost to upgrade, 
support to preserve Tillson Lake is strong, and 
widespread and from many quarters. It comes from 
Clearwater, from the Ulster County Legislature, the 
Ulster County Executive (present AND past), State 
Senator Metzger and Assemblyman Cahill and many 
who have visited the lake to see its value fi rsthand. 
It comes from the Towns of Gardiner and Shawan-
gunk. It comes also from the Palisades Interstate 
Park Commission and the New York State Offi  ce of 
Parks, Recreation and Historical Preservation who, 
from the beginning, said that the only obstacle to up-
grading the dam was funding. The latest engineering 
study has determined that the cost of upgrading the 
dam is close enough to the cost of decommissioning 
the dam that it makes little sense to destroy the lake 
and makes perfect sense to seek funds. What better 
way to use taxpayer funds than to preserve parkland 
for our young people and for future generations? At 
a time when public parkland is under assault, it is 
even more critical to protect and preserve those par-
cels dedicated to both people and wildlife. 

It is my hope that this will help inform people of 
the most recent facts and will explain why so many 
are so passionate about protecting Tillson Lake, a 
priceless part of Minnewaska State Park, and the 
ridge now and for the future.

Morey Gottesman, President
Friends of Tillson Lake, Inc.

Gardiner

A non-desultory philippic (Take 2) 

2017’s Walter Cronkite Award for Excellence in 
Television Political Journalism winner, Jorge Ra-
mos, once stated that, due to Trump’s character 
and views, the press should not be neutral in their 
coverage of him. More recently, MSNBC’s Lawrence 
O’Donnell chastised CNN for allowing Trump sup-
porters who are CNN contributors (he called them li-
ars) on their programs to defend POTUS Trump and 
stated this didn’t happen at MSNBC. O’Donnell com-
plained, “One-third of the people on their payroll 
love Trump, so you are guaranteed on any hour of 
CNN a minimum one-third of the programming will 
be supportive of Trump” and than boasted,”I won’t 
do that.” Meanwhile, William Weinstein and Tom 
Cherwin (because they have, apparently, been read-
ing each others letters and watching reruns of Morn-
ing Joe and O’Donnell interviewing Adam Schiff  on 
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a loop lately) once again aired their animus towards 
the POTUS they love to hate and made plaintive ap-
peals to those who support him to... repent.) While I 
suspect that many in Feedback land are onboard with 
the sentiments of Ramos and O’Donnell, perhaps it is 
time for such view holders to “check themselves” be-
fore they not only “wreck themselves” (as the Ice Cube 
song warns) but, also, the country’s increasingly fragile 
social stability as well. With this in view, the following 
is an updated version of a previous submission (“With 
the Press on our Side”) that should be sung to Bob 
Dylan’s “With God on our Side.”

(With the Press on our Side)

Oh I am a pro-gres-sive
you’d call me a liberal I guess 
the views that I hold dear 
are the same views as the press 
and I speak them quite boldly
and I speak them with pride 
and It’s not hard to do 
with the press on your side 

We admire Alinsky 
and his...radical rules 
he gave us a...vision 
and some political...tools 
Saul admired “the dark angel” 
It’s a truth he...didn’t hide 
and he thought if God existed 
she was on...Lucifer’s side

I voted for Hillary 
though I wanted Bernie instead 
when he lost their big race 
It made me......feel dead 
but I supported his rival 
though she cheated...and lied 
‘cos I thought she’d beat Donald 
with the press...on her side 

Well the story’s well known 
and the tale has been told 
how a builder from New York 
struck rare political gold 
he defi ed all his critics 
though they mocked and they cried 
and he won his great victory 
without the press on his side 

The press was astounded 
by victory snatched from their hand 
the builder found strong support 
across the nation’s heartland 
but what surprised them the most 
and wounded their pride 
is that Hillary lost the swing states 
with the press on her side 

When the midterms had ended 
we’d won back the Congress it’s true 
we moved to impeach Donald
and turn some swing states to blue 
though he’ll stay in his offi  ce
‘cos the Senate we were...denied 
we hope in 2020...to change that
with the press...on our side

Mitt Romney’s our...new hero
yes, it’s sad...but it’s true
we once mocked his life style
and his religious views...too
we called him a misogynist 
a chauvinist male full of pride
but he voted...to remove Donald
now we’re glad Mitt’s...on our side 

“Trump’s impeached...for-ev-er” 
that’s what dear Nancy said
things could only be better
if he was...for-ev-er...dead
But Nancy’d pray for his children 
who’d be sad...if he died 
and she’d thank the dear Lord
For the press...on her side

We think Trump’s...a criminal
and a war monger too
and so was John Bolton
from our point of view
but John sings...a new tune now

this hated Neo Con...who’s lied
but we now like his singing
‘cos his song helps our side 

Old Trump is a racist
and his supporters are too
most every progressive
holds the same point...of view 
we don’t believe in...religion 
we believe in things tested and tried 
but if there’s a God up...in heaven 
she’ll keep the press...on our side 

George Civile
Gardiner

Trump’s latest assault on all things 
life-supporting and compassionate

A news story arrived in my email this past Mon-
day, headlined: Trump’s $4.8 Billion Budget Would 
Cut Safety Net Programs and Boost Defense. 

The opening paragraphs read: “President Trump 
released a $4.8 trillion budget proposal on Monday 
that includes a familiar list of deep cuts to student 
loan assistance, aff ordable housing eff orts, food 
stamps and Medicaid, refl ecting Mr. Trump’s elec-
tion-year eff ort to continue shrinking the federal 
safety net.

“The proposal, which must be approved by Con-
gress, includes additional spending for the military, 
national defense and border enforcement, along 
with money for Mr. Trump’s Space Force initiative 
and an extension of the individual income tax cuts 
that were set to expire in 2025. Its biggest reduc-
tion is an annual two-percent decrease in spending 
on discretionary domestic programs, like education 
and environmental protection.”

The only possible silver lining in Trump’s latest as-
sault on all things life-supporting and compassionate is 
that with enough of his meanness exposed, the presi-
dent’s supporters may one of these dark days be forced 
out into the light, and will no longer be able to claim 
in good conscience that their “hearts are in the right 
place,” and that maybe this unhappy realization will 
begin to heal a few of their hearts, and by November 3, 
2020, change a few of their votes. 

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

Mohonk Consultations’ 40th 
anniversary year

As we enter 2020, we’re proud to say that Mohonk 
Consultations is celebrating our 40th anniversary! 
Our multi-faceted community is thriving: to date it 
consists of more than 2,000 supporters, regional 
collaborating organizations and members of initia-
tives that came out of “talking it over at Mohonk,” a 
tradition of gatherings that began at Mohonk Moun-
tain House in 1883. 

Since our founding in 1980 by the late A. Keith 
Smiley, Helen Vukasin and others, Mohonk Consul-
tations’ mission has been to foster a greater aware-
ness of the interrelationship of all life on earth. As 
former board member Laraine Mai notes, we off er 
a “neutral ground for people to come together to 
talk about critical issues” faced by the Hudson Val-
ley region and the planet. Our meetings have given 
rise to such enterprises as the Phillies Bridge Farm 
Project, the Hudson River Watershed Alliance, Craig 
Chapman’s New Paltz Kayaking and New Paltz Bik-
ing, the UlsterCorps Farm to Food Pantry Gleaning 
Project and Laurie Seemans’ Nyack-based Straw-
town Studio. We have also increased awareness of is-
sues faced by regional family farms and farmworkers 
and promoted peacebuilding initiatives near and far. 

 Please save the dates for our three major pub-
lic programs this year. Our Sunday, April 5 forum, 
“Finding Common Ground Despite Diff erences,” 
will follow up our successful three-day conference, 
Creating and Sustaining Peace, held last November. 
Keynote speaker will be Dennis Kucinich, the former 
U.S. Representative from Ohio and candidate for the 
Democratic nomination for president of the United 
States in 2004 and 2008. 

On Sunday, June 14, we invite you to commemo-
rate our 40th Anniversary and celebrate our annual 
Distinguished Achievement Award. This year we will 
honor the remarkable students of the Rondout Val-
ley High School Human Rights Club and their advi-
sor, Diana Zuckerman. 

Our annual one-day conference on Saturday, No-

vember 14, Drowning in Trash, Reaching for Solutions, 
will give attendees the lowdown on the current waste 
crisis and inspire innovative solutions for the Hudson 
Valley. More details on these events and ways of con-
tacting us are announced through our website: www.
mohonk-consulations.org. All are welcome! 

We thank our donors, partners and the Hudson 
Valley community for your continued support and 
collaboration. 

Martin Irwin, Chair,
Evelyn Heinbach, Vice Chair

Patty Matteson
Board of Directors of Mohonk Consultations

We will never forget them

On behalf of Wreaths Across America and NYN-
PRC, NY0270 (New Paltz Rural Veterans Cemetery, 
I would like to thank you for your generous dona-
tion of time, energy, monetary and otherwise made 
throughout 2019.

As of result of your generosity within our commu-
nity, Wreaths Across America and New Paltz Rural 
Veterans Cemetery can continue our mission -- Re-
member, Honor, Teach -- for the upcoming season. 
Over 846 veteran graves were marked and honored 
last December and more importantly awareness was 
brought to many residents of our community. We ex-
ceeded our goal with an overfl ow of over 50 wreaths 
“in the bucket” for 2020. 

Wreaths Across America relies on the fi nancial 
and in-kind support of donors such as yourself to 
carry out our goal of laying wreaths on every Ameri-
can veteran’s grave. 

In many homes across the U.S. every day, there is an 
empty seat for one who is serving or one who made 
the ultimate sacrifi ce for our country. Therefore, our 
mission -- to Remember our fallen U.S. veterans, Honor 
those who serve, and Teach our children the value of 
freedom -- lasts far beyond a single day in December 
when we coordinate wreath-laying ceremonies. 

Throughout the year, Wreaths Across America 
works in several ways to show our veterans and their 
families we will never forget them. Please check in 
with our local VFW and American Legion on ways 
you can help throughout 2020. National Wreath 
Across America Day is 12/19/20. Remember, Every-
one Plays a Part!

On behalf of our volunteers, military families and 
the Wreaths Across America extended family, I ap-
plaud you for your continued eff orts and thank you 
once again for your donation and exceptional con-
sideration. 

Geraldine Moloney, Location Coordinator
Wreaths Across America, New Paltz

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly
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It’s the economy

Sales-tax Budgeting 101
Local sales-tax collections in New York State 

totaled $18.3 billion in 2019 for a year-over-year in-
crease of 4.7 percent, according to state comptrol-
ler Tom DiNapoli’s offi  ce. There’s a lot of money at 
stake.

Sales-tax collections, calculated quarterly by the 
state, represent the largest slice of the Ulster County 
government revenue pie, 37 percent of all money 
collected. It’s the lifeblood of the county govern-
ment’s revenue stream, way more than the 22 per-
cent from property taxes — the politically unpalat-
able alternative the county might have to resort to 
increasing should sales-tax revenues falter. The 2020 
county budget also anticipates 16 percent of county 
revenues from state aid, ten percent from federal 
programs, and the residual 15 percent from all other 
sources.

Ulster County’s sales-tax collections in 2019 were 
well above the state average, showing a sprightly 
increase of 5.9 percent over 2018. The comparable 
2019 results for Ulster’s contiguous neighbors var-
ied: 5.8 percent in Greene, 5.7 percent in Dutchess, 
3.9 percent in Orange, 1.9 percent in Sullivan, and 
minus 2.1 percent in Delaware County.     

With New York State losing population and the up-
state economy mired in near-constant recession and 
dwindling brick-and-mortar retail sales, one might 
well wonder how sustainable an expectation of high-
er sales-tax revenue well above the rate of infl ation 

can be. According to the calculations made by state 
comptroller Tom DiNapoli based on state tax data, 
however, the 2019 fi gures show little weakness. Ever 
since the catastrophic Great Recession reduced state 
sales-tax revenues by a whopping six percent in the 
single year of 2009, statewide sales-tax collection 
numbers have gone up each and every year. “While 
[2019’s growth rate] was slower than the 5.3 percent 
annual growth for 2018,” wrote DiNapoli recently, 
“it exceeded growth in all other years since 2013.”

For the fi nance departments of local governments 
that depend on its revenues to balance their budgets, 
sales taxes are an up-and-down business. Tracking 
future tax collections at the county level can be as 
much a guessing game as a science. Though col-
lections roughly track the economic cycle, there’s 
enough variability in them due to time lags, “techni-
cal adjustments,” early or late payments by big ven-
dors, changes in payment formulae, or new patterns 
of just plain cheating to cause chronic headaches for 
economic prognosticators.

On June 21, 2018, The Supreme Court ruled 
5-4 in South Dakota v. Wayfair that a state can man-
date that businesses without a physical presence 
in that state (a standard subject to creative inter-
pretation) but with more than 200 transactions or 
$100,000 in-state sales had to collect and remit sales 
taxes on transactions within the state. Sellers who 

reached state-mandated levels were required to start 
collecting — and paying — state sales taxes immedi-
ately. 

Wayfair has clarifi ed the playing fi eld in the strug-
gle between brick-and-mortar and on-line business-
es. In order to maximizing its revenue opportunities 
and enforcement costs, New York State has since de-
cided its system would start the day of the Wayfair 
decision. New York’s required level for in-state sales 
is $500,000. Whatever loophole existed because of 
the eff ects of the physical-presence rule on sales-tax 
collection patterns is now gone. On-line commerce 
is now competing — largely successfully, it would ap-
pear — with its brick-and-mortar rivals.

Though Wayfair must have had a positive infl uence 
on recent collections, the largest on-line vendors 
were already paying sales taxes to New York State. 
Unresolved at this point are such matters as whether 
sales of hosted software or software-as-a-service are 
considered sales of tangible personal property sub-
ject to taxation. 

Also having an eff ect on sales-tax revenues in 2018 
was the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of December 2017, 
under which taxpayers’ deductions from state and 
local taxes of real estate, personal property, and ei-
ther income or sales taxes was capped at a total of 
$10,000. That law has disproportionately aff ected 
New York State. 

Carrying over a surplus of $4.75 million in 
sales-tax revenues between what it budgeted for 
2019 and what it received, Ulster County govern-
ment is projecting a fi ve percent increase in sales-tax 
revenues in 2020. 

Is that prudent budgeting? Let’s do an exercise 
we’ll call Sales-tax Budgeting 101. 

Let’s assume for the sake of argument that for a 
variety of reasons Ulster County’s increase in sales-
tax collections in 2020 comes in at the lowest state-
wide average in the last ten years, 2.3 percent, rather 
than at the budgeted fi ve percent. In that case, by my 
calculation, revenues would increase over DiNapoli’s 
actual 2019 collections number of $127.190 million to 
$130.115 million in 2020, or $1.554 million above the Ul-
ster County’s adopted 2020 budget number of $128.561 
million. The 2020 budget would still balance, but with 
less of a carryover surplus the county would be in a 
pickle when it comes to 2021 and then 2022. 

To restore the previous fi nancial balance, it would 
have to consider raising other taxes or, heaven for-
bid, cutting services. Finding neither option at-
tractive, most governments threaten to raise taxes, 
sometimes back off  In part, and congratulate them-
selves on their good management skills. This past 
year Westchester County increased its sales-tax rate, 
bringing in a handy $70 million in new revenues. 
Orange County just last week tested the waters of a 
quarter-of-one-percent increase, blaming the pre-
emptive move on the possibility that Albany might 
make the counties shoulder a greater share of Med-
icaid expenses. “Albany is leaving us with one choice 
to pay for their mandates,” the Times Herald-Record 
quoted Orange County fi nance commissioner Karin 
Hablow as saying about the possible increase.

Thorough studies of cost-cutting possibilities before 
action is needed have been a more rational alterna-
tive that governments have been traditionally loathe to 
consider when revenues drop. What services are dupli-
cative? Which are more expensive than if provided by 
contract entities? Which are unaff ordable?

-- Geddy Sveikauskas

Health, Sports & Fitness
Ulster Publishing Special Section 

Ulster Publishing's Healthy Hudson Valley: Health, Sports and Fitness localizes important is-
sues in health today for Hudson Valley readers. In addition to our 100-percent original, local 
content, advertisements in Healthy Hudson Valley help inform readers of local health profes-

medicine, alternative medicine, sports facilities, gyms, healthy food providers and restau-

Reach over 45,000 print readers in four counties within 
trusted community weekly newspapers, including thousands 
of subscribers. A digital version of the section will also ap-
pear on hudsonvalleyone.com, which receives 200,000+ 
monthly visitors, many from New York City. All sorts of 
people read Ulster Publishing papers, but we're especially 
popular among upper-income readers who value community 
and buying locally. As the largest independent Hudson Valley 
media company dedicated to local news, we attract just the 
type of reader most likely to make a special point of patron-
izing local businesses.

Game on!

Reach your  
target customers 

2/25
Deadline. Published 2/27. 

Be included 845-334-8200
info@ulsterpublishing.com | hudsonvalleyone.com/advertise
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Help keep local 
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever.  
The best way to support us...
Read our paper every week.

SUBSCRIBE AT:
hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe

or call Tobi & Amy at (845)334-8200  
for more info.
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Foster & Schmalkuche PC�Foster & Schmalkuche CPA’s has been helping individuals  
and businesses by providing expert tax, accounting and  

consulting services for over 35 years… and counting!

www.fandscpa.com    |    info@fandscpa.com 
2135 Route 44-55, PO Box 300 Gardiner, NY    |    845-255-1813

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528
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 Recreational 
FOX
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

Always ahead of the pack

845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

Accent Insurance Services knows that in New York, there are as 
many unique insurance needs as we have neighbors who live here! 
To talk with one of our helpful team members about your insurance 
needs, contact us today.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:   

g
 

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

WE’RE BIG ON SMALL BUSINESS

, contact us today.

Have you reviewed your  
insurance lately?  

Give us a call at 845-255-7806
for a second opinion.

DevineInsurance.com
58 N. Chestnut St., New Paltz, NY 12561

DAVID R. DOLAN, CPA, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

TWO LOCATIONS
2901 Route 9W By Appointment Only
Saugerties, NY 12477 34 North Road
Ph. (845) 246-8934 Tillson, NY 12486

www.Dolancpapc.com
Year Round Tax, Accounting & Payroll Services for Individuals,

Businesses, Estates, Trusts & LLCs

 ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 
PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • RELIABLE

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

917-204-2544

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is 
changing, but local, on-the-
ground, fact-checked journalism 
is needed now more than ever. 
We believe it’s important for the 
entire community, regardless 
of economic position, to have 
access to the local news that 
impacts their lives most. That’s 
why we don’t place our online 
content behind a paywall. 
    But good, local journalism 
costs money to produce. That’s 
where you come in. We’re asking 
our online readers: If you value 
what we do, please consider 
making a contribution. Your help 
will ensure independent, locally 
owned journalism will continue 
to thrive in your community.

hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1ALMANAC WEEKLYALMANAC WEEKLYALMANAC WEEKLY
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE 
NAME: Hudson Val-
ley Improv Live LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/30/2019. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. Samantha 
Jones has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Hudson Val-
ley Improv Live LLC, 
1688 State Route 213, 
Ulster Park, NY 12487. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of MCBS Acquisition 
Company LLC, Art. 
of Org. fi led w/Sec. of 
State of
NY (SSNY) 12/23/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Co., NY.; SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon
whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 47
Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of DD Ellenville LLC, 
Art. of Org. fi led w/

Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY)
12/23/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster Co., 
NY.; SSNY designat-
ed as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 
47 Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 394 MADISON 
LLC. Art. Of Org. 
fi led with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/06/19. Offi  ce in 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 34 CARRELIS 
RD SAUGERTIES, NY, 
12477. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualifi ca-
tion of La Luna Hors-
es, LLC. Authority 
fi led with NY Dept. 
of State on 12/20/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. Principal 
business address: 111 
Guilford Schoolhouse 
Rd., New Paltz, NY 
12561. LLC formed 
in DE on 12/6/19. NY 
Sec. of State desig-
nated agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served and shall mail 
process to: c/o WHI 
Trust Company, 191 

N. Wacker Dr., Suite 
1500, Chicago, IL 
60606. DE address 
of LLC: c/o National 
Registered Agents, 
Inc., 160 Greentree 
Dr., Suite 101, Dover, 
DE 19904. Cert. of 
Form. fi led with DE 
Sec. of State, 401 Fed-
eral St., Dover, DE 
19901. Purpose: all 
lawful purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE
3450 PARK WEST-
ERN LLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 12/18/19. Off . 
Loc. : Erie Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 5453 South-
western Boulevard, 
Hamburg, NY 14075. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): El 
Padrino Holdings LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 1/1/2020. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: El Pa-
drino Holdings LLC, 
20 S Mountain Rd, 
Wallkill, NY 12589. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 

LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
38 HANRATTY, LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
10/18/19. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 40 Hanratty 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
Rami Realty LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of
State of New York 
(SSNY) on January 13, 
2020. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Rami Realty LLC, 
51 Dubois Rd Fl 1, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful  
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
ABCD RENOVA-
TIONS, LLC, Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/14/2020. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent upon whom 

process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 26 
Blossom Hill Drive, 
Marlboro, NY 12542. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion for PHOENIX 
THE YOGA MOVE-
MENT, LLC were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York on 
January 16, 2020. The 
offi  ce of the company 
is located in Ulster 
County. The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
upon which process 
may be served and a 
copy of process shall 
be mailed by the 
Secretary of State to 
the LLC at Phoenix 
The Yoga Movement, 
LLC, 30 Jenkins Lane, 
Highland, New York 
12528. Purpose: for 
any lawful activity for 
which limited liabil-
ity companies may 
be formed under the 
law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
SUGARSHACK MUSH-
ROOMS LLC Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
(01/09/20). Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to:  ALISA JA-
VITS, PO 552, NEW 
PALTZ, NY12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
TURNOUT, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
SSNY on 1/9/2020. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent for process & 
shall mail copy to the 
LLC: 15 Cottage LN, 
Rosendale, NY 12472. 
Purpose: Any lawful.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEAUTIFUL HUGUE-
NOT STREET, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/22/20.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 

to the LLC, c/o
Anthony Savino, 8 
Huguenot Street, 
Apartment 1, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose:
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
GINGER SQUARE LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. 
of State of NY 12/23/19. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 43 Basin 
Road, West Hurley, 
NY 12491. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 218 Main New Paltz, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 1/8/20. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
Rodin Legal, P.C., 215 
E 58th St, 4th Fl, NY, 
NY 10022. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
First Capital Property 
Group, LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 1/8/2020. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: First Capital 
Property Group LLC, 
PO Box 201, Stone 
Ridge, NY 12484. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Name: 32 North 
Chestnut LLC, fi led 
with the SSNY on 
12/17/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
domestic LLC may 
be served shall mail 
process to the LLC, 
537 State Route 208, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Name: Virginia 

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF TAX SALE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York at a Regular Meeting held on the 22nd day of January, 2020, the undersigned, the Village Treasurer of the 
Village of New Paltz will sell at public auction in the manner provided by law on the 2nd day of March, 2020 at 10:00AM and 
on succeeding days, if necessary, at the office of the Treasurer of the Village of New Paltz, Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue, 
New Paltz, New York, so much of each of the following parcels of real estate upon which Village taxes remain unpaid as will 
be sufficient to discharge the tax, interest and charges thereon which may be due at the time of the sale.
Each purchases at such tax sale shall pay the amount of bid to the Village Treasurer within ten days after the sale and upon 
such payment the treasurer shall give to the purchaser a certificate in writing describing the real property purchased and 
sum paid thereof.
The following is a list of the lots, pieces and parcels of real estate to be paid together with the statement of the amount of the 
tax, interest and charges thereon and the record owner thereof.
NANCY BRANCO, TREASURER
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ

UNPAID TAX REPORT BY SECTION-BLOCK-LOT AS OF 02/10/2020

Village of New Paltz

Owner Name
SWIS: 513801

Section-Blk-Lot Bill # Unpaid Tax 
Amount

Penalty 
Amount

Adv Fee Ret Ck
Fee

Total Amount 
Due

18-20 North Chestnut Street LL 86.127-1-9 16 $2,050.10 $246.01 $10.00 $0.00 $2,306.11

Cahill Thomas 86.33-2-13.-31 172 $311.91 $37.43 $10.00 $0.00 $359.34

Coleman Cecile 86.33-2-13.-15 224 $601.72 $72.21 $10.00 $0.00 $683.93

Fantini Lino 86.34-2-4 325 $1,341.96 $161.04 $10.00 $0.00 $1,513.00

Findlay E. Blake 78.82-2-24.200 338 $20.63 $2.48 $10.00 $0.00 $33.11

LALO GROUP, INC. 86.34-4-13.100 516 $1,333.12 $159.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,503.09

Lin Grace Tung Trust 86.33-3-29 535 $1,299.72 $155.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,465.69

Lyra Home, LLC 86.42-3-14 582 $1,066.40 $127.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,204.37

Mack William 86.34-6-3.-20 583 $628.74 $75.45 $10.00 $0.00 $714.19

Radha Madhav Limited 86.34-3-16 787 $1,115.52 $133.86 $10.00 $0.00 $1,259.38

Riccardi Carolyn 86.33-2-13.-82 807 $405.24 $48.63 $10.00 $0.00 $463.87

SVL Properties LLC 86.41-2-12.200 993 $2,117.68 $254.12 $10.00 $0.00 $2,381.80

Tarter Austi L 86.33-2-13.-134 1002 $282.44 $33.89 $10.00 $0.00 $326.33

TNT, LLC 86.34-6-16.312 1014 $416.05 $49.93 $10.00 $0.00 $475.98

Yeshouroune Dana 86.26-4-14 1104 $1,052.15 $126.26 $10.00 $0.00 $1,188.41

Total For 513801 $14,043.38 $1,685.21 $150.00 $0.00 $15,878.59

TOTAL $14,043.38 $1,685.21 $150.00 $0.00 $15,878.59
*Partial Payment Due
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Property Holdings 
LLC, fi led with the 
SSNY on 12/03/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the domestic 
LLC may be served 
shall mail process to 
the LLC, 537 State 
Route 208, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ORGANI-
ZATION-of-
5 MILE HILL ROAD, 
LLC
A Limited Liability 
Company
FIRST:  The name of 
the Limited Liability 
Company is 5 MILE 
HILL ROAD, LLC 
(hereinafter referred 
to as the “Compa-
ny”).
SECOND:  The Ar-
ticles of Organization 
of the Company were 
duly fi led with the 
Secretary of State on 
January 21, 2020.
THIRD:  The County 
within the State of 
New York in which 
the offi  ce of the Com-
pany is to be located 
is Ulster County.
FOURTH:  The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the Company 
may be served. The 
post offi  ce address 
which the Secretary 
of State shall mail 
process is:
464 Old Indian Road
Milton, New York  
12547
FIFTH:  The Com-
pany does not have a 
specifi c date of disso-
lution in addition to 
the events of dissolu-
tion set forth by law.
SIXTH:  The purpose 
of the business of the 
Company is: 
To purchase, acquire, 
buy, sell, own, trade 
in, hold, develop, 
lease, manage, sub-
divide and otherwise 
deal in and with the 
real property and im-
provements and to 
do any and all things 
necessary, conve-
nient, or incidental to 
that purpose.
KEVIN P. BARRY, 
ESQ.
40 Garden Street, 
Suite 303
Poughkeepsie, New 
York  12601
845-454-5705

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
BEARSVILLE CEN-
TER RECORDING 
STUDIOS, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 

Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to : PO BOX 
7, BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of forma-
tion of Limited Li-
ability Company 
(LLC): BEARSVILLE 
RECORDS, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to : PO BOX 
7, BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
BEARSVILLE CEN-
TER RECORDS, LLC, 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/18/2019. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to : PO BOX 
7, BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
BEARSVILLE RE-
CORDING STUDIOS, 
LLC, Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/18/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-

cess to : PO BOX 7, 
BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
KELLY LAND DEVEL-
OPMENT LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/22/2020. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 36 Halcyon Rd, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
BOWDOWN FARM, 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 01/23/2020. Of-
fi ce loc: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Can-
dida Ellis, 110 Norma 
Court, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SWISHER ENTER-
PRISES, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 01/13/2020. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 3995 US 
Highway 209, Stone 
Ridge, NY 12484. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act 
or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
POUGHKEEPSIE CUS-
TOM WOODWORKS 
LLC. Art/Org.
fi led w/SSNY on 
4/25/12. Offi  ce loc: Ul-
ster Cty. SSNY desig. 
for svc/proc at 7014 13 
Ave #202, Bklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): OF-
FICE FOR CURATO-
RIAL WONDERS LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/3/2020. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 

against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Jens Hoff mann  27 
River Park Dr., New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of PIONEER DELIV-
ERY SERVICES LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/27/2020. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, P.O. Box 
743, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
BLACKBIRD TREE 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/31/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, P.O. Box 
2367, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Sign is Posted: 
February __, 2020
Project Name:  
PB19-24
Applicant:  
JPMorgan Chase Bank
For:   
Parking lot develop-
ment
Location:  
2 Plattekill Avenue
Tax Map Number: 
86.34-7-1
Date and Time of 
Public Hearing: Feb-
ruary 18, 2020 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the Public Hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the Agenda. 
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 

Planning and Zoning 
Secretary by e-mail 
(planningzoning@
villageofnewpaltz.
org) or at the address 
listed above. All rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions will be made for 
persons with disabili-
ties. In such a case, 
please notify the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary in advance 
so that arrangements 
can be made.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
TOWN BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that pursuant 
to section VI of Local 
Law 1 of the year 2020 
“2019 Temporary 
Moratorium Law” a 
public hearing will be 
held in the Town Hall, 
Thomas Shay Square, 
12 Church Street, 
Highland, New York 
12528 on the 19th day 
of February, 2020, at 
7:00 o’ clock in the 
p.m., to consider ap-
plications from the 
following applicants: 
1. Auto Zone, 3670 
Route 9-W
2. D&D Auto Parts 
Distributors, Inc., 
3537 Route 9-W
3. Joyful Moments 
Daycare, 620 New 
Paltz Road 
4. RTH Holdings, 
LLC, 323 Upper North 
Road
5. Michael Torsone 
Memorial Funeral 
Home, Inc., 38 Main 
Street

6. P WE Holdings 
LLC, 46-48 Front 
Street
7. Village in the Hud-
son Valley, LLC, 
Route 9-W just north 
of Mayer Drive
8. Glidepath, Inter-
section of Route 9-W 
and 299 
To vary or modify the 
application of cer-
tain provisions of Lo-
cal Law 1 of the year 
2020 “Temporary 
Moratorium Law”.
At that time the Town 
Board will consider 
the request for vari-
ances submitted pur-
suant to section VI 
of Local Law 1 of the 
year 2020 to vary or 
modify the strict ap-
plication of the pro-
visions of said Local 
Law. 
Copies of all applica-
tions are available 
on the Town website 
at www.townofl loyd.
com and are on fi le 
in the offi  ce of the 
Town Clerk of the 
Town of Lloyd, where 
the same may be in-
spected during offi  ce 
hours.
ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED and citizens 
shall have an oppor-
tunity to be heard 
on said applications 
at the time and place 
aforesaid. 
Dated:  February ____, 
2020               
BY ORDER OF THE 
TOWN BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF 
LLOYD
By: Wendy Rosinski, 
Town Clerk
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KINGSTON | RHINEBECK | WOODSTOCK
667 ROUTE 28 KINGSTON, NY 12401

marigold-home.com
845-338-0800

Marigold

INTERIOR DESIGN 
& FURNISHINGS

HOME
Is Your Furniture Looking Tired and Worn?

Bring it to us and we will 
REUPHOLSTER it for you!

Sofas • Chairs • Benches • Cushions
Outdoor Furniture • Slipcovers • Auto Interiors

—————————� ———————————

We can also make your Custom Window Treatments!
Draperies • Cornices & Valances • Roman Shades 

We have the latest collection of DECORATOR FABRICS & 
WALLPAPER to choose from! 

Get Ready For Spring!! 
Stop in the MARIGOLD HOME DESIGN CENTER at the 
DOLLHOUSE! And while you’re at it, take advantage of our 
FURNITURE & Home Decor Showroom Sale at the LOGHOME!

Up to 50% OFF!! ONLY while supplies last.

Help keep local 
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever.  
The best way to support us...
Read our paper every week.

SUBSCRIBE AT:
hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe

or call Tobi & Amy at (845)334-8200  
for more info.

NEW PALTZ TIMES

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

WINTER SPECIAL! $400 OFF through Feb.29th*
*qualifying purchase

NEW PALTZ
216 Rt. 32 N. 

New Paltz, NY 12561
845-419-2899

KINGSTON
368 Broadway, Ste. 105,

Kingston, NY 12401
845-338-7472


