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Water under the bridge
by Erin Quinn

N
OW THAT THE Village of New Paltz’s water advisory ban 
has been lifted, the water tested and retested with report-
edly “no detectable signs of petroleum compounds,” the 
New Paltz Times wanted to take stock and see just where 

we’ve been this past week-and-a-half with the water crisis, where 
we stand and what the future may hold for the multi-million-dollar 
municipal water system.

All of New Paltz was wondering: What’s in the water?
According to Village mayor Tim Rogers, an oil line that fed the 

heating furnace at the water treatment plant on Mountain Rest Road 
had been compromised and was leaking fuel that found its way into 

LAUREN THOMAS

They wouldn’t drink it if it weren’t safe, would they? Village of New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers and Deputy Mayor KT Tobin enjoying municipal water from the tap on Sunday, several days 
after the advisory was lifted.

Reservoir #4, and thus into the Village’s municipal water supply that 
provides drinking water to approximately 12,000 residents. The 
damaged line was discovered by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) spill response team after the Vil-
lage called in the cavalry after getting reports from users that their 
water smelled and tasted like gasoline or “chemicals.” The Village 
put out an advisory on Monday, February 10 cautioning residents 
not to drink or cook with the water, and SUNY New Paltz sent all 
of its students living on-campus home until the advisory could be 
lifted -- which it was this past Friday, February 14, just in time for 
Valentine’s Day.

It was a Village employee, John Lawlor, who fi rst noticed a “sheen” 
on the water at Reservoir #4, which had already been bypassed by the 

NEW PALTZ WATER DECLARED SAFE TO DRINK, BUT QUESTIONS LINGER
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 
WEST PARK | EVENT

Winter tree ID walk at Burroughs Sanctuary

A 
WINTER TREE ID walk at Burroughs Sanctuary will take place this Saturday, February 
22 from 10 a.m. to noon. This is the fi rst in a series of outings co-sponsored with the 
John Burroughs Association at the Burroughs Sanctuary. After two hours spent identify-
ing trees by bark, structure and bud along the trail to Chodikee Lake, participants can 

explore Slabsides and learn more about the life of John Burroughs.
Contact trip leader Tom O’Dowd (tkodowd@gmail.com or 914-213-7079 with any questions re-

garding the walk and meet him at Pond House (follow the “Path through History” signs at the 
interesection of Floyd Ackert Road and Route 9W in West Park and turn west onto Floyd Ackert 
Road, continue for nearly a mile and then take fi rst left after Burroughs Drive.

Trail traversing former Williams 
Lake Property will permanently
be part of Wallkill Valley Rail Trail

The Wallkill Valley Land Trust (WVLT), the Open 
Space Institute (OSI) and The Fifth Lake Resort Com-
munity has announced a formal agreement guaran-
teeing public trail access through Fifth Lake, formal-
ly known as Williams Lake. 

As part of the agreement, WVLT holds a permanent 
trail easement for just under 1.5 miles of former rail 
bed that runs through the Fifth Lake property. The 
easement provides a permanent connection support-
ing the 22-mile-long Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, linking 
the northern section of the trail to the City of Kingston. 

 In 2009, the WVLT and OSI acquired 11.5 miles 
of the former Wallkill Valley railroad in the towns of 
Rosendale and Ulster. The acquisition included the 
150-foot high historic railroad trestle that spans the 
Rondout Creek in Rosendale. In partnership, OSI 
and WVLT collaborated eff orts to transform the span 
into a recreational walkway and in 2013 the Rosen-
dale Trestle opened to the public. 

Soon after the Rosendale Trestle’s opening, Fifth 
Lake, which is located just north of the trestle, opened 
its 1.42-mile section of rail trail under a temporary ease-
ment, facilitating a critical connection to the northern 
section of the trail and the City of Kingston beyond.

“This agreement is wonderful news for people in 
this community who grew up knowing the beauty 
of the former Williams Lake,” said OSI’s president 
and CEO Kim Elliman. “A trail is only as good as its 
connections and by guaranteeing access through the 
Fifth Lake property, we are taking another step in 
ensuring that the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail continues 
to be a recreational destination and economic driver 
in the heart of Ulster County.”

“The section of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail that runs 
through the Fifth Lake Resort Community is visually 
stunning and includes some of amazing experiences 
along the rail trail: cold air drifting from mine entranc-
es and views of signifi cant historical structures,” said 
Christie DeBoer, executive director of the WVLT. “This 
section also avoids any road crossings (between Breezy 
Hill Road and Hickory Bush Road).”

The section of the Rail Trail now permanently pro-
tected by the trail easement includes towering and 
historic kiln walls, which harken back to Rosendale’s 
natural cement making heritage. “The permanent 
trail easement is a great example of how landown-
ers can partner with the Wallkill Valley Land Trust 
to protect and preserve open space, rail trails and 
farms,” said Beth Bengtson, President of the WVLT. 
“The Wallkill Valley Rail Trail is a signifi cant recre-
ational, environmental and historic asset to the com-
munity, and portions of the Rail Trail will soon be 
part of a larger vision -- The Empire State Trail.”

Brian Caff erty, the community outreach direc-
tor for the Williams Lake Project said, “Fifth Lake 
is gratifi ed to dedicate its 1.42 mile segment of the 
trail, which will create a permanent and seamless 
trail connection between southern Ulster, the City of 
Kingston and the broader Empire State Trail connec-
tions to the City of Poughkeepsie and Walkway Over 
the Hudson.  Granting this easement demonstrates 
our commitment and desire for Fifth Lake to con-
nect deeply with the Hudson Valley community.”

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church will host its an-
nual Shrove Tuesday community pancake supper on 

A winter tree ID walk at Burroughs Sanctuary will take place this Saturday, February 22 from 10 a.m. to 
noon. 

Tuesday, February 25 from 5 to 7 p.m. The meal pro-
vides a traditional “Fat Tuesday” start to the Lenten 
season and includes sausage and applesauce as well 
as pancakes. Supper is free, although donations will 
be accepted. St. Andrew’s will contribute proceeds 
after expenses to Family of New Paltz. 

Members of the New Paltz Area Church Council and 
other local clergy prepare the pancakes and the parish-
ioners of St. Andrew’s, including the children, coordi-
nate the food and serving for this annual event. 

The entire community is invited to attend. St. An-
drew’s is located at 163 Main Street in New Paltz. For 
additional information, call 255-5098.

Repair Café in Gardiner

The Gardiner Library will host a Repair Café this 
Sunday, February 23 from 1 to 4 p.m. Repair Café is 
a free event where community members bring be-
loved but broken items, and together, with volun-
teer repair coaches, fi x them. Broken items include 
small appliances, lamps, clothing, frames, chairs 
and more. There will be free coff ee and tea (bring 
your own mug) and baked treats and fruit for sale. 
Currently the café is looking for “repair coaches” 
to guide people in fi xing all kinds of things. Repair 
coaches bring their own tools and supplies and off er 
repairs at no cost. If you would like to volunteer, the 
commitment can be on a per-event basis.

 Visit www.facebook.com/repaircafehudsonvalley 
for more information about Repair Café or call Ni-
cole at 255-1255. The Gardiner Repair Café meets in 
the community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 

For further information, call 255-1255 or visit 
www.gardinerlibrary.org.

What’s so funny about that?

Take a deep look at humor at the third “Experi-
ment in Conversation” event this Saturday, February 
22, from 6 to 9 p.m. at Tuthilltown Spirits Distillery.

How did humans evolve a sense of humor? How 

do professional comedians develop their material? 
What eff ect does a good laugh have on our neural de-
velopment? The panel will include an evolutionary 
psychologist, psychiatrist, two working comedians 
and a political cartoonist. 

The evening includes cocktails and light food. Lim-
ited seating is available at no charge. Reserve by email 
to Ralph.erenzo@wgrant.com, or call (845) 797-9010.

The distillery is located at 14 Grist Mill Lane in Gar-
diner.

Black History Month talk
on February 27

The Jewish congregation of New Paltz and the New 
Paltz Historical Society are co-hosting a special event 
in honor of Black History Month on February 27, 7 
p.m., at the New Paltz Jewish Community Center, lo-
cated at 30 North Chestnut Street in New Paltz. 

The guest speaker will be Susan Stessin-Cohn, and 
her talk is titled “Hidden Heritage,” The story of the 
Reverend James Murphy

Reverend Murphy was born into slavery as the il-
legitimate child of Jane, the biracial slave of David 
Johnston. He was condemned to a life of secrecy 
during an age when being of African descent meant 
a life of persecution and discrimination.

 Stessin-Cohn is the New Paltz Town Historian and 
co-president of the New Paltz Historical Society.

Maya Gold Foundation to off er 
second adult trip to Nepal in 
October of 2020

After implementing two successful trips to Nepal 
for teens and one for adults, the Maya Gold Foun-
dation is again off ering an adult trip for adults in 
October of 2020. The trip will focus on culture and 
customs, cross cultural exchange, experiential learn-
ing and will include a fi ve-day trek for participants to 
explore the Himalayan countryside. Those that cannot 
trek for fi ve days are being off ered an extended home-
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by Erin Quinn

T
HE CIRCUS IS coming to New Paltz – not 
just any circus, but the Cole All-Star Circus, 
founded in 1938: a mom-and-pop version 
of Cirque de Soleil, with acrobatic perfor-

mances, jugglers, trapeze artists, fi re-eaters and 
more. They are a fundraising organization dedicated 
to entertaining entire families while at the same time 
raising money for charitable causes. In the case of 
New Paltz, this would be for the new Hasbrouck Park 
Playground fund.

The Cole All-Star Circus show has been traveling to 
towns and villages throughout New York and Penn-
sylvania for more than 60 years. It was taken over by 
longtime circus manager and performer Billy Martin 
in 1987, after its owner, circus legend James M. Cole, 
retired at age 80. According to Martin, who fell in 
love with the idea of the circus in the second grade 
while attending Old School #4 in Olean, New York, 
“The circus serves as a great fundraiser for commu-
nities and schools as we provide the entertainment 
and the show and they provide the gymnasium and 
location. A large portion of any proceeds go directly 
to the project or cause they’re raising money for, 
and meanwhile children and families get to see live 
performers.”

Before Martin even saw a live circus, he was enam-
ored of the pictures of them and the books written 
about them, circus lore and music and the idea of 
all of these acts being juggled under one tent or one 
sky. “When I was 12 years old, [Cole’s] circus came 
to town, and I knew right then and there that this is 
what I wanted to do!” Young Martin reached out to 
Cole and the two became pen pals. Eventually, when 
Martin got old enough, he began working for the All-
Star Circus, doing odd jobs, learning how to juggle 
and master balancing acts, serving as the ringmaster 
and then deciding to take over when Cole stepped 
out of the big top and bright lights.

“He was the nicest gentlemen I’ve ever met,” said 
Martin, who was traveling with his wife and fellow 
circus performer Angela Martin, a trapeze artist, 
from Cape Cod to Pennsylvania in between shows as 

The circus is coming
Cole All-Star Circus show this Sunday benefi ts Hasbrouck Park Playground

he spoke with the New Paltz Times.
For Martin and his wife, circus performing and be-

ing on the road is more of a lifestyle than a job. “I’ve 
never worked a day in my life,” said Martin with the 
hearty laugh of a veteran emcee. “It takes strength 
and skill and a love of what you’re doing. We have 
one performer who has to balance a tall, thin pole 
with a woman on top as she spins around. That takes 
incredible athleticism. Where do kids get to see that 
type of performance up close? Not something on 
YouTube or on TV, but right there in front of you? 
Real people who are doing amazing things, and we 
have some talented people in our troupe.”

The performers who are coming to New Paltz are 
incredibly athletic and skilled, and hark from Rus-
sia, Bulgaria, South America, Spain and throughout 
the US. “It’s like a mini-United Nations,” said Mar-
tin. “But we all pitch in, and we all help to load and 
unload, and no matter what, the show must go on. 
Everyone contributes and everyone is equal. I think 
we’d live in a much better world if it operated like we 
do in our circus.”

William Wheeler-Murray and Michele Zipp were 
a large force behind organizing and implementing 
plans for the newly constructed Hasbrouck Play-
ground, and a passerby brought this circus to Zipp’s 
attention, as Murray says, a “way we could bring 
some family entertainment to town and raise money 
for the playground.”

Once Murray began to research Martin and the 
Cole All-Star Circus, he saw that it was a venerable 
organization with a large fundraising component 
that he thought could be a win/win.

Given New Paltz’s history of controversy sur-
rounding bringing a circus to town back in the early 
2000s, when two town councilwomen fought over 
the state of animal treatment in circus culture, both 
Murray and Martin were quick to point out that this 
circus centers on human performers and entertain-
ment. There will be no elephants parading around 
or tigers in cages or chimpanzees on shoulders. 
There is a dog who won America’s Got Talent several 
years ago who is in the show, but that’s the only dog 
in this non-pony show.

The show will take place at 3 p.m. at New Paltz 
High School on Sunday, February 23. 

Children aged 12 and under are admitted free with 
a paying adult. Advance tickets can be purchased 
at www.eventbrite.com and search Billy Martin Cir-
cus New Paltz or the exact address is: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/billy-martin-circus-comes-to-new-
paltz-tickets-91300045895.

“There are few things that entire families can en-
joy together, but the circus is one of those things,” 
said Martin.

For additional information, email NPZcircus@
gmail.com. ++

PROVIDED

Jose Ayala, roller balancer.

stay version of the trek, and will immerse themselves 
in Himalayan village life after a one-day trek. The trip 
supports the eff orts of partner organizations in Nepal 
that work to eliminate human traffi  cking. The trip is 
also a fundraiser for the Maya Gold Foundation, and 
all monies raised from the trip will go to support pro-
grams in the Hudson Valley and Nepal. 

The twelve-day trip will cost $4,500 per person, 
and a portion of the fees are tax deductible. The trip 
fee is all-inclusive and participation is limited to ten 
individuals.

The trip will be co-led by Mathew Swerdloff  and 
Paul Alexander. Swerdloff  is a co-founder and presi-
dent of the Maya Gold Foundation and has previ-
ously led youth and family trips to Nepal and has 
traveled widely in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
Alexander is a board member of the Foundation and 
co-led the 2019 adult trip to Nepal.

Interested individuals may sign up to fi nd out 
more at mayagoldfoundation.org/apply. For more 
information on The Maya Gold Foundation, visit 
www.mayagoldfoundation.org.

Slow Stitching Club
at Gardiner Library

Gardiner Library hosts a new Slow Stitching 
Club beginning on Tuesday, February 25 from 6 to 
8 p.m. The club will meet monthly on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays. Enjoy hand sewing as a form 
of meditation, relaxation and socialization. Bring a 
portable hand-sewing project and enjoy some “me” 
time while artfully stitching a favorite project.

The Fiber Arts group meets in the library commu-
nity room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-

mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

Anime Club at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host another installment 
of Anime Club this Saturday, February 22 at 6 p.m. Pre-
registration is required by February 20. Attendees are 
invited to watch the anime favorite Princess Mononoke 
while enjoying snacks and drawing and/or coloring 
characters from the movie. Drawing supplies will be 
provided, as well as popcorn and refreshments. 

The program takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Pancake supper for Shrove Tuesday

A pancake supper for Shrove Tuesday will take 
place on February 25 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Lloyd 
United Methodist Church, located at 476 New Paltz 
Road in Highland. The menu will include pancakes, 
sausage, apple sauce, beverages and dessert.

The suggested donation is $6 for adults, $3 for 
children 10-5 and free for those under fi ve. For more 
information, contact Pastor Gail at (845) 255-8058.

CYBER HEATING OIL
WWW.CYBERHEATINGOIL.COM

Today’s Low COD price is 
$2.499 

Price subject to change at any time 

Use coupon code “Cyber” 
at checkout for 5¢ discount

First time customers only

Order Oil Online
With Cyber Heating Oil you can now order online hassle free, 24x7.

Make Cyber Heating Oil your Go-To for Easy & Hassle Free Online Ordering of oil at 
the BEST prices and quickest delivery. We are a local family-owned company that 
has been delivering quality heating oil in the Hudson Valley for over 27 years.

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm | Sat 8am-6pm | Sun 9am-1pm
4 Dusinberre Rd. Gardiner NY 12525 | (845) 255-5494

www.majesticshardware.com
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SUNY | NEW PALTZ

S
UNY NEW PALTZ has 
appointed Dr. KT To-
bin as the director of 
the Benjamin Center 

for Public Policy Initiatives at 
SUNY New Paltz.

Tobin succeeds Dr. Gerald 
Benjamin, long-time associ-
ate vice president of regional 
engagement and director of 
the Benjamin Center. Ben-
jamin will enter a phased 
retirement and has stepped 
down from his position as 
Center director eff ective Feb-
ruary 14. 

During the spring 2020 
semester, Benjamin will sup-
port the Center’s transition 
to new leadership, complete 
several center projects and 
teach a course in state gov-
ernment. In retirement, Ben-
jamin will be affi  liated with 
the Center as a researcher 
and be available to teach a 
course periodically.

As the Center’s new di-
rector, Tobin will launch a 
new program known as the 
Benjamin Center Scholars, 
whereby current New Paltz 
faculty will be partially re-
leased from full-time teach-
ing during an academic year 
to work at the Center on interdisciplinary research that benefi ts the Hudson Valley region.

In her previous role as associate director of the Benjamin Center, Tobin designed, managed and 
produced projects focused on regional issues and concerns. Tobin’s research agenda focuses on 
equity, democracy and sustainability. Her most recent project is the Benjamin Center Mid-Hudson 
Aff ordability Reports, a multi-year study about the cost of living in the region, which will be released 
as a series of reports beginning next month. 

In connection with the centennial of women achieving the right to vote, the Benjamin Center 
maintains databases of elected leadership in the state. Later this year, SUNY Press will publish “Suf-
frage and It’s Limits: the New York Story,” which will include Tobin’s chapter “Women in Local 
Political Offi  ce in New York State.” 

Tobin is actively engaged on campus and in the community. In 2018, she received a Chancellor 
Award for Excellence in Professional Service. She is an affi  liated lecturer in sociology and teaches 
Introduction to Sociology, Social Inequality in the United States, Research Methods and Women 
in Politics. She helped construct the regional Mid-Hudson Sustainability Plan as well as SUNY New 
Paltz’s fi rst Campus Sustainability Plan. She is on the College’s Economic Impact research team, sits 
on the campus budget advisory committee and aided the recent revamp of the campus governance 
system.

She is currently the deputy mayor of the Village of New Paltz and is a former New Paltz School 
Board vice president.

She is a 1992 graduate of the College, and holds a bachelor’s degree in sociology, a master’s degree 
in social research from CUNY Hunter and a Ph.D. in sociology from SUNY Albany.

KT Tobin assumes new role
as director of the Benjamin Center

Dr. KT Tobin.

Plurality of 
opinions
New Paltz Town Planning 
Board members share their 
views about designating 
Critical Environmental 
Areas within the town

by Terence P Ward

New Paltz Town Planning Board members will be 
sending to the Town Board their views on proposed 
legislation to designate Critical Environmental Areas 
(CEA) within the Town, rather than trying to vote 
in a unifi ed statement. The document outlining the 
questions and attitudes held by each member was 
not provided at the meeting or available online by 
press time, but those present engaged in discussion 
around their positions to some extent.

Critical Environmental Areas, if designated, would 
be portions of the Town wherein developers are 
made aware much earlier in the planning process 
that a "hard look" would be taken at impacts of a 
project, as that term is understood pursuant to the 
State Environmental Quality Review act.

Where board members appear largely to agree 
is that they'd like to be involved in refi ning the lan-
guage to ensure they know how it should impact 
their reviews. Matt DiDonna wasn't sure that was 
necessary, saying that addressing the mechanics of 
a new law is something they could turn to their pro-
fessional consultants to obtain. Both attorney Rich-
ard Golden and engineer Andy Willingham signaled 
that more specifi city in the law would be helpful. In 
particular, they want to know what a "heightened 

environmental review" is and the particulars of how 
they should alter their technical analysis to achieve 
it. Nevertheless, Golden praised the Environmental 
Conservation Board members who crafted the pro-
posal for carefully composing the bill within the con-
text of SEQR rules.

Amanda Gotto said she'd be more comfortable if 
the particular unique features in each of the areas 
-- which include large wetlands east of the Thruway, 
woods near the capped landfi ll in the north part of 
Town, corridors along the Wallkill River and Black 
Creek, and open spaces west of the river -- were 
identifi ed on maps so erstwhile developers would 
know precisely what challenges they might face. 
However, extensive mapping of that sort hasn't been 
done on these largely private lands. Ingrid Haeckel, 
chair of the Environmental Conservation Board, ex-
plained that free reviews of proposals by that group 
would be available to developers before or when 
they sought to fi le a Planning Board application.

Lyle Nolan opined that developers don't set out 
to cause environmental damage, and get "frustrat-
ed" when the fi nd out only after extensive time and 
money is expended that a project might have to be 
reworked to avoid those issues "before they fall in 
love with their plan." However, attorney Golden 
warned that becoming wed to a particular idea can 
easily happen long before any formal proposal is ad-

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865
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N
EW PALTZ ATTORNEY Andrew Kossover, who has served as the Ulster County public 
defender since 2006, resigned this week after an analysis showed the offi  ce failed to seek 
$2.5 million over six years in state reimbursements. During that time, the county bud-
geted and spent $1.9 million that could have been reimbursed but was instead absorbed 

by county taxpayers, according to a release from County Executive Pat Ryan.
The public defender’s offi  ce “repeatedly and inexplicably failed to submit routine and required 

paperwork” to the State Offi  ce of Indigent Legal Services to receive that funding, according to a 
release from the county executive’s offi  ce. “This is a fundamental failure of leadership within, and 
oversight of, the public defender’s offi  ce. We are also working to understand how this disappointing 
failure in oversight was not identifi ed and remedied sooner.”

He said the county is working with the state to process claims for past work and believes it will be 
able to recoup a “signifi cant portion” of previously unclaimed funds.

First deputy public defender Cliff ord Owens has been appointed interim public defender.

Ulster County public defender resigns after 
investigation showed failure to seek $2.5m in 
state reimbursements

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Attorney and Ulster County Public Defender Andrew Kossover.

vanced.
Board chair Adele Ruger said that given the wide 

variety of opinions, "I don't think a vote would be 
appropriate," and that articulating the diff erent 
viewpoints would give council members a better 
understanding of the concerns expressed. Member 
Jane Schanberg agreed, suggesting that the diversity 
of thought might be refl ective of how Town residents 
overall felt about the legislation.

"This isn't a closed topic for us," Ruger said. ++

Sidewalks donation part of
New Paltz Storage plan approval

Town of New Paltz residents are going to see a 
clearer sidewalk benefi t out of expanding New Paltz 
Storage on Henry W. Dubois Drive than perhaps 

they've ever seen before. Developer Andrew Loyer 
has agreed to donate $10,000 toward bicycle and pe-
destrian improvements as a condition of his project's 
approval. Town law requires sidewalks for all subdi-
visions, "except that, at the discretion of the Planning 
Board, sidewalks may be eliminated." It's not clear 
that sidewalks have ever actually been required for 
any subdivision since the code was enacted some 50 
years ago. Frequently, an easement for the purposes 
of creating a sidewalk district in the future in lieu 
of spending the time and money on building side-
walks now have been accepted, transferring the cost 
to property owners at that time rather than leaving 
it with the developer, as it appears is the intent of 
the law. Having Loyer pay such a sum toward bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements may be more in line 
with that intent. The deal was reached with Town 
Board members, who were approached as work on 
improvements related to the Empire State Trail are 
looming in front of this property. Sidewalk rules 
were triggered by virtue of this being a subdivision, 
as Loyer is moving the property line by acquiring 
land most recently part of the fi rehouse property 
next door.

While it appears all documents pertaining to this 
project were scrubbed from the Town web site im-
mediately after the approval, past reporting indi-
cates that a new three-story climate-controlled stor-
age facility will be constructed on that land formerly 
part of the fi re department lot. It will be much larger 
than the unassuming storage structure now there, 
but is not expected by the developer to be easily 
seen except when turning the corner around the 
fi rehouse onto Henry W Dubois Drive. Most of the 
property will be left undisturbed, and board mem-
bers determined under the Town's wetlands law that 
the project will not result in harm to the wetlands on 
the site. No one spoke at the public hearings held for 
several aspects of the project.

-- Terence P Ward

Generator plan to be approved 
behind the Institute for Family 
Health building in New Paltz

Barring something unexpected, a proposal to add 
a propane backup generator behind the Institute for 
Family Health building on upper Main Street in New 
Paltz should be approved at the next Town Planning 
Board meeting on February 24. Board members 
were satisfi ed that the nearby wetlands wouldn't 
be damaged and, while they were uneasy with add-
ing another fossil-fuel-powered generator at a time 
when carbon emissions are being closely watched, 
they agreed that there are no practical alternatives 
to provide emergency power at this time. Corporate 
representative were encouraged, but not required, 
to add electric vehicle charging stations in the park-
ing lot.

-- Terence P Ward

SUN 
FEB 23

ADULT TICKETS
$15 Advance OR $20 at the Door

BUY NOW AT
eventbrite.com/billymartincircus

AND SAVE!

NEW PALTZ HIGH SCHOOL GYM
SHOWTIME 3:00 PM

Benefit: New Paltz Playground
SEE AN ALL NEW FAMILY ENTERTAINMANT EXTRAVAGANZA
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Make our planet great again
Janelle Peotter, coordinator of New Paltz Climate Smart Task Force

by Sharyn Flanagan

B
OTH TOWN AND village of New Paltz took 
the pledge almost ten years ago to become 
an offi  cial Climate Smart Community, certi-
fi ed as such by the state Department of En-

vironmental Conservation (DEC). But until a couple 
of years ago, that vow went fallow for lack of volun-
teer participation. It wasn’t until local climate activ-
ists realized they were going to lose a $30,000 grant 
New Paltz had received to execute the program that 
the wheels were set in motion again. 

Janelle Peotter found out about the potential loss 
of the grant while attending New Paltz Climate Action 
Coalition meetings. Having retired early from a 30-
year career as a school social worker in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, she’d relocated to New Paltz two years 
prior, when a long-distance relationship evolved 
into marriage. “I moved here and was doing what 
retired people do for less than a year when I started 
to become progressively more concerned about cli-
mate issues,” she says. A lifelong environmentalist, 
Peotter was on the organizing committee for a group 
called “Wisconsin Greens” in the ‘80s, founded to 
provide a voice for green activist groups in that state 
and since morphed into the Wisconsin Green Party.

At one of the climate action meetings Peotter at-
tended locally a little more than two years ago, she 
learned that the grant to implement a Climate Smart 
Community program in New Paltz was scheduled for 
return because neither the town nor village had ful-
fi lled the DEC requirements for certifi cation. The fi rst 
steps for a municipality implementing the program are 
to form a designated climate smart task force and ap-
point an offi  cial coordinator for the group.

“A comment was made that, ‘We really need some-
one to step forward and be the coordinator for the 
task force,’” Peotter remembers. “And sometimes 
naiveté is a good thing when you’re volunteering! I 
didn’t know what I was getting into when I tentative-
ly raised my hand and said, ‘I’ll give it a go.’ It was 
defi nitely a steep learning curve.”

Peotter began the process of coordinating the ef-
forts of the New Paltz Climate Smart Task Force by 
doing “a deep dive into research,” she notes, learn-
ing what the certifi cation process was all about. She 
got some help from a few SUNY New Paltz interns, 
and “together we all learned a lot and then got roll-
ing.”

Core members of the task force have fl uctuated 
over time but today include Amanda Gotto, Mark 
Varian, Jim O’Dowd, Wendy Rudder, Orelle Feher, 
Liz Elkin, Joe Bergstein, Hope Nitza, Lynn Cherry, 
Jim Gordon and Victoria Hilton. They meet on the 
third Monday of each month at 7 p.m. “And lots of 
other people are working on diff erent pieces of the 
project,” says Peotter.

An annual community potluck held as a means of 
brainstorming ideas -- the date for this year’s event 
yet to be announced -- serves as one of the ways 
the task force determines what climate actions New 
Paltz residents deem important in the eff ort to mini-
mize both individual and governmental impact on 
climate change. 

At the fi rst potluck held after the task force was 
formed two years ago, “We literally came away with 
more than 100 ideas,” Peotter notes. “Subsequently 
we had some small group meetings to corral all this 
information; grouping similar ideas and combining 
things that were really a rewording of the same thing.” 

Ultimately six subcommittees, now grown to eight, 
were organized, each focusing on specifi c aspects of 
climate action. Those eight groups have now been 
reframed as “action groups” to refl ect Peotter’s vi-
sion that all of this is not about committees in meet-
ings but rather “somebody leading an action; doing 
something.”

And it doesn’t take a big commitment of time to 
participate in the process, she adds. “None of the ac-
tion groups even have a set meeting time; a lot can 
be done on email, or on the phone. My key message 
is that people don’t need to feel like ‘I don’t have 
time for that.’ It’s about incorporating action into 
your everyday life and just being informed enough 
about how to do that. Putting your head together 
with some other likeminded folks and making a dif-
ference.”

How the program works
The statewide Climate Smart Communities (CSC) 

program provides local governments with a struc-
tured framework; a “to-do” list, so to speak, of spe-
cifi c tasks to fulfi ll that guide a community through 
the process of minimizing their impact on climate 
change. Certifi cation as an offi  cial CSC is achieved 
through earning points for activities completed. Be-
coming a “bronze” or the more work-intensive “sil-
ver” level community gives local governments an 
increased likelihood of obtaining grants.

As of this writing, both town and village of New Paltz 
-- who have separate applications in to the DEC but who 
function as one project under the same task force -- are 
awaiting confi rmation of whether their applications for 
bronze level certifi cation will be approved. Some of the 
climate actions taken are the same for both municipali-
ties, explains Peotter, but others change accordingly 
when certain entities are not in their jurisdiction, such 
as the town being in charge of the police and the village 
of the fi re department.

Certifi cation is likely, as New Paltz Climate Smart 
Task Force submitted proof of progress earning far 
more than the 120 points required for each munici-
pality, in order to have a buff er in case some of their 
activities aren’t approved. If the DEC does approve 
the village and town of New Paltz as bronze level Cli-
mate Smart Communities, they will join the 32 cur-
rently certifi ed across the state. 

An inventory of greenhouse gases emitted in the 
town and village revealed that “the majority of our 
footprint has to do with vehicle traffi  c,” says Peot-
ter. The task force is currently working on develop-
ing a Complete Streets policy for New Paltz that will 
encourage better pedestrian and cyclist access and 
make the town and village less car-centric.

NEW PALTZ | PEOPLE

LAUREN THOMAS

Janelle Peotter.
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Only two silver level certifi cations (which require 
300 points) have thus far been awarded -- to Tomp-
kins County and Ulster County as a whole -- but New 
Paltz has earned enough points in both town (184) 
and village (156) that Peotter believes the communi-
ty is on the way to eventual silver certifi cation. That 
would open the door to even more possibilities of 
climate action grants for New Paltz, but the process 
shouldn’t be just about earning points, she says. 

“My vision is to make this something that will fi t 
what the community wants, and not just be things we 
do purely to get points. Because that’s not the point; 
the point is to actually make a diff erence. There are 
things we’re doing that you don’t get points for, but 
they’re important to do.”

Peotter says she has confl icted feelings when peo-
ple will tell her, “It’s so great what you’re doing,” 
meaning it as a compliment. “But we all need to be 
doing this. It’s not enough, where we’re at today, to 
think a few people in a committee can take care of 
this, and I think that’s what happens.”

How to get involved
Interested residents may contact Peotter at janel-

lepeotter@gmail.com to get on the email list for the 
monthly newsletter she writes about current activi-
ties of the task force. The newsletter is also available 
on the town and village websites, where there is ad-
ditional Climate Smart information, and the group 
has Instagram and Facebook pages. They sponsor 
a monthly book club focusing on climate change is-
sues, which utilizes Zoom online conferencing for 
those who cannot attend the meeting in person, and 
host monthly “meetups” locally at a diff erent loca-
tion each time, where people can gather with other 
climate activists looking for lifestyle changes. Topics 
have ranged from a discussion of how a plant-based 
diet benefi ts the environment to Repair Cafes and 
electric vehicles. (“And you may not be able to aff ord 
an electric vehicle, but you can change what you eat 
at breakfast,” Peotter notes.)

As coordinator of the New Paltz Climate Smart Task 
Force, Peotter has joined a number of the other cli-
mate-oriented groups in town, including the Environ-
mental Conservation Board and the New Paltz Bicycle/
Pedestrian, Solar at the Landfi ll, Solar Law and Ad Hoc 
Complete Streets committees. She’s even a member of 
the activist brass band Tin Horn Uprising. 

“I’ve joined a lot of these groups because it’s a 
good way for me to learn more about a community 
I haven’t always lived in. And I think because I came 
to all this after a career in social work, I’m comfort-
able with complexity and see the interconnections 
in systems; I’m a systems thinker. I see all of these 
groups as part of a whole system.”

There are “a lot of good people doing a lot of good 
things in individual parts of New Paltz,” Peotter adds, 
“but sometimes these groups get ‘siloed’ and one 
doesn’t know what the other is doing, or have found a 
way to work together. But the common thread, in my 
mind, is climate. And climate impacts everything.”

For detailed information about the Climate Smart 
Communities process, visit https://climatesmart.
ny.gov/actions-certifi cation/actions/. Visit the Face-
book page NewPaltzClimateSmart and their Instagram 
@newpaltzclimatesmart for more information. ++

Colleen Fox
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Water under the bridge
(Continued from page 1) 

ERIN QUINN

Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan speaking at last Wednesday’s press conference in New Paltz.

Village during the attempt to locate the source of the 
chemical-smelling water. The DEC spill response 
team then discovered that the furnace used to heat 
the water treatment plant had one of its fuel lines 
damaged and was leaking into the ground. “We had 
a fi ve-and-a-half-million-dollar bear of a project go-
ing on the past two years at the plant to put a new 
fi ltration system in,” explained Rogers. “We’re re-
quired by the state to have the Mercedes of water 
fi ltration systems, while the City has no fi ltration re-
quirements from the Catskill Aqueduct line.”

That said, while a third-party contractor was work-
ing on the new fi ltration system and went to “back-
fi ll the area by the lagoon where they had replaced 
some lines, we believe they accidentally damaged 
the fuel line that was underground.” That project 
was completed in September 2019, and it’s believed 
that once “winter rolled around and the heat was be-
ing turned on at the plant, the oil began slowly leak-
ing and making its way 500 feet to the water.”

Why the slow leak?
According to Rogers, “I’ve learned a lot about heat-

ing furnaces, and apparently there is one line that 
draws 70 percent of the oil from the tank and con-
verts it into heat, and then there’s another line that 
sends 30 percent of the oil back. That was the line 
that was damaged. Had the main line been damaged, 
we would have discovered this a long time ago, be-
cause when they turned on the furnace, it wouldn’t 
have worked!” Asked how many gallons leaked into 
the ground and eventually the reservoir, the mayor 
said, “We’re estimating several hundred gallons, but 
we will not know precisely until the DEC does their 
remediation work.”

While hundreds of gallons of fuel oil is no small 
measure, Bruce Keeping, the former manager of 
the water treatment plant, said that “When you 
have 800,000 gallons of water being pumped out of 
there a day, a few hundred gallons over the course of 
four months can easily get fl ushed through the sys-
tem.” Both Keeping and the mayor were clear that 
“no level of fuel oil” is acceptable in drinking water, 
but were simply trying to explain how people could 
smell the odor and yet the samples came back with 
no measurable or detectable traces of petroleum 
contaminants. “The standard line in water treat-
ment is ‘Dilution is the solution to pollution.’” 

“There are always contaminants in a water source,” 
Keeping said. “Gasoline could have leaked from a car 
or a truck uphill and run into that reservoir. But there is 
a fi ltration system in place, and treatment, and there is 
also the amount of volume that is fl ushed through that 
helps to dilute contaminants.” He likened the smell to 
sulfur or chlorine, where it can be a “strong odor,” but 
dissipate quickly and not equate to “dangerous levels” 
of chemicals or compounds.

According to the mayor, a minority of samples tak-
en prior to remediation had trace amounts of con-
taminants related to heating oil, though none were 
above the Department of Health’s maximum con-
taminant level for drinking water. He said the village 
would release all sampling data and lab reports for 
public consumption after the reports were fi nished.

“What we’ve been told by the DOH [Department 
of Health] is that human noses are very good at de-
tecting chemicals that they shouldn’t ingest. But be-
cause you can smell it, doesn’t mean it’s at a level 
that is dangerous. Erring on the side of caution, we 
put the advisory up, we bypassed the reservoir, we 
brought in alternate water sources, we tested, retest-
ed, fl ushed the system twice and asked homeowners 
to fl ush their own pipes.”

Because Reservoir #4 is the only one of the water 
reservoirs that has two feeds -- one from the moun-
tain tributary and one from the Catskill Aqueduct 
that runs just above the reservoirs, taking water 
from Ashokan to New York City -- they bypassed 
that water source right away when they began to get 
complaints.

When the sheen was discovered and the oil leak 
found on Tuesday, February 11, the DEC spills task 
force put in absorbent booms and pads to try to do 
some immediate remediation. Once eleven samples 
from Reservoir #4, as well as 1, 2 and 3 and areas 
throughout the Village, were tested and found to 

have no measurable signs of petroleum or volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), the Village fl ushed its 
entire water system from west to east, collected new 
samples and tested again. When those tests came back 
negative on Thursday night, offi  cials felt comfortable 
lifting the advisory. According to the Village, those 
samples were taken by Village employees, the DEC, the 
DOH and the New York City Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP), and all proved to be below 
the maximum allowable levels that are determined by 
the US Environmental Protection Agency.

After the advisory was lifted, SUNY New Paltz 
resumed classes on Monday, February 17, and wel-
comed back all students who live on-campus back to 
the dorms where they have taken the precaution of 
placing a one-gallon water jug outside of each dor-
mitory room. This was an unprecedented move by 
the college: to cancel all classes and ask all students 
and faculty living on-campus to vacate until the ad-
visory was lifted.

New Paltz becomes a ghost town
With a heavy fog settling over the Village during 

the water ban, college students lined up around the 
block by the bus station off  Prospect Street trying 
to get a ride out of town, freestanding water trucks 
and water buff alos and pallets of drinking water il-
luminated under portable fl oodlights throughout 
the Village, New Paltz had an eerie glow to it; some 
might call it a “sheen.” With the fear of contaminat-

ed drinking water creating a bit of hysteria, people 
avoided downtown restaurants, bars and even some 
businesses. “They were defi nitely impacted,” said 
Rogers. “They took a huge hit, and it was a one-two 
punch: First the water ban, and then the college stu-
dents all left. It wasn’t good.” There were pleas on 
social media for people to come support the down-
town eateries, with owners letting people know that 
they had trucked in clean water sources and were 
open and ready to serve.

Theresa Fall, owner of Jar’d, a wine and beer 
bistro, and the Parish restaurant, felt the impact. 
“There was a huge decline in business this week at 
both of my Water Street Market businesses. There 
was one evening we did not have a single table at the 
Parish. That has never happened, other than a snow-
storm. The Market itself was a ghost town; even the 
businesses which didn’t have water said they were 
negatively impacted. I don’t think I have ever seen 
anything like it in my 13 years of involvement at the 
Market,” she said.

The Denizen Theatre also saw a big drop in atten-
dance that week.

“One evening there were only three ticket reserva-
tions.

That said, when the ban was lifted, business went 
back to normal. “Both the Parish and Jar’d did their 
normal this-time-of-year numbers yesterday. We 
were worried the negative publicity would impact 
tourists spending the weekend here, but it doesn’t 

LAUREN THOMAS

The Village put out an advisory on Monday, February 10 cautioning residents not to drink or cook with the water, and 
SUNY New Paltz sent all of its students living on-campus home until the advisory could be lifted -- which it was this past 
Friday, February 14. Pictured are students returning to New Paltz on Sunday, February 16.
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Testing at Reservoir #4 last Tuesday. 

WILLIAM WHEELER-MURRAY

New Paltz Village and Town off icials meet at Village Hall with numerous county and state agencies to discuss the water 
crisis aff ecting New Paltz residents, businesses, rate payers and the SUNY New Paltz campus.

seem so now.”
Although business did suff er, Fall said that she 

thought the local, county and state offi  cials did “an 
excellent job,” and that she has “no complaints” 
about how everything was handled.

What happens now?
According to Maureen Wren from the offi  ce of DEC 

media relations in Albany, the “DEC spill response 
experts are directing the remediation at the site of 
the failed line. Absorbent booms have been placed 
in the reservoir.” She also responded to questions 
posed by the New Paltz Times about how long and 
how costly the remediation project could be: “The 
DEC’s investigation is ongoing and will determine 
the need for additional remedial actions, includ-
ing the removal of impacted soil and groundwater. 
These actions will determine the cost of remedia-
tion.”

Despite the Governor’s Offi  ce carting in 40,000 
gallons of drinking water and other agencies bring-
ing in their experts to help get to the bottom of the 
problem, there are still costs that were incurred by 
local businesses, local government and the college. 
“We had a ton of overtime hours from our Depart-
ment of Public Works, who were all incredible and 
did an outstanding job, but these are just some of 
the costs that we’re going to have to deal with,” said 
Rogers who is more concerned with future water 
costs than he is with a week’s worth of overtime. “At 
this point we don’t know how long Reservoir #4 will 
be offl  ine, and although we can buy an unlimited 
amount of water from the DEP’s Catskill Aqueduct, 
the cost of that water has gone up 289 percent in the 
past 16 years. It’s expensive!”

Rogers said that he and his fellow village offi  cials 
have been working on drilling wells near the reservoirs 
off  Mountain Rest Road in an eff ort get some “ground-
water wells that we can use for our municipal system. 
Groundwater is the cleanest and cheapest.”

He also said that since the fuel line incident, he has 
reached out to the New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority (NYSERDA) to try to see 
if they can get an electric system at the water treat-
ment plant, rather than one powered by fossil fuels, 
as its proximity to the water source is obviously not 
ideal. “That plant was built in the early 90’s, and 
we’re doing our best to update it,” he said. “We have 
two great water sources: the water that falls in the 
Mohonk Preserve, which is protected land, and from 
the Catskill Aqueduct and Ashokan Reservoir.”

Keeping agreed: “It was one of those unfortunate 
incidents, but I was amazed by the immediacy of 
the response and expertise that was brought in,” he 
said. “I went up to lend a hand, and even when we 
took samples right from the area where the sheen 

was, we did not get anything! That’s how quickly it 
can dissipate.”

As for the stream of plastic bottles being utilized 
rather than tapwater, both deputy mayor KT Tobin 
and Rogers said that in an emergency you have “to 
get people clean drinking water. We are encourag-
ing them to recycle their bottles and get the deposit 
back, or bring their bottles to the Village garage and 
we’ll recycle them.”

“We also encouraged people to bring their own 
refi llable containers,” said Mayor Rogers. There are 
many eco-minded residents who were upset with 
the government’s encouragement of people to drink 
from single-use plastic bottles in a town that frowns 
on plastic straws and supported the countywide ban 
of plastic bags.

The mayor said they did as much outreach as they 
could via social media, the Village website and the 
press, but that they could always do “more out-
reach.” Some residents said that, while they get “no-
tices brought to the door on when spring pickup is 
going to be, or leaf pickup, or when my water bill is 
late, they can’t deliver us a notice to tell us it’s not 
safe to drink our water?” said a longtime property-
owner who works at SUNY New Paltz but did not 
want to be identifi ed.

Fonda Rothblatt, a Village resident of more than 
40 years, 25 years of which she worked for the DEC, 

said that she felt she was “more than adequately 
notifi ed” by the management team where she lives 
at Town and Country Condominiums. They had a 
water tanker brought in and daily notifi cations via 
written notices and e-mail and phone contact. “In 
addition, Village residents were able to get water at 
Village Hall, which was excellent.”

Rothblatt said that she did not notice any unusual 
smells, except for the “chlorine in the water from the 
tanker!” When asked if she was concerned about any 
short- or long-term health consequences regarding 
the drinking water, she said, “I’m not unduly con-
cerned about any ill-health impact. I trust our Village 
has provided us with all the information and is doing 
the right thing. I think, all in all, the Village did an ex-
cellent job of quickly addressing the issue, notifying 
people, making drinking water available and provid-
ing information.”

This was not the feeling of all residents. Jessica 
Spadafora of Meadowbrook Apartments said that 
she “smelled a strong odor of petroleum mixed with 
gas,” and that as of February 16 she was still smell-
ing it. Asked if the situation caused her any incon-
venience, she said, “Yes, it did inconvenience my 
household. I was not able to bathe myself or my chil-
dren; I spent a lot of money on bottled water and 
gallons of water.”

Despite the ban being lifted, she said she “abso-
lutely does not feel safe drinking the water” and 
fears “long-term eff ects. Since the issue became re-
ally serious, I’ve had headaches and I’ve been sick, 
which resulted in me having to be out of work for a 
week.” She does not share the same faith in her Vil-
lage government at the moment, stating, “Honestly, 
I feel the problem has been swept under the rug as 
quickly as possible. The pipes had been leaking for 
months and it was only made a concern to fi x once 
local residents started an uproar about it. There is 
no way it’s out of all the lines.”

Mayor Rogers said that as of the weekend, the Vil-
lage had received no complaints of people still smell-
ing the petroleum odor. “There are grumblings on 
Facebook, but we’ve received no complaints as of 
the weekend.”

The mayor did say that if anyone is still having prob-
lems with their water, to call the Department of Public 
Works at (845) 255-1980 so samples can be taken.

The Village government feels that it was dealt an 
unfortunate blow that impacted residents and busi-
ness-owners and the college, but that it was resolved 
as quickly as possible and with “an unbelievable 
amount of support and assistance,” from the Gov-
ernor’s Offi  ce, the DEC, the DEP, the DOH, local and 
county offi  cials, according to Rogers and County ex-
ecutive Pat Ryan. ++
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• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating
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Opioid fatalities fall in Ulster

Opioid deaths in 2019 in Ulster dropped 41 percent 
in 2019 with only 33 compared to 2018’s 56, Ulster 
County Executive Pat Ryan and the Ulster County 
Department of Health announced February 18.

“The sharp reduction in opioid fatalities is a sign 
that the steps we have taken to combat this public 
health crisis are working,” Ryan stated in a press 
release. Last July, Ryan set a goal to reduce opioid-
related fatalities in Ulster by 50 percent in two years.

According to Ryan’s press release, opioid-related 
deaths in Ulster had increased by 345 percent since 
2010, culminating in 2018 with the second-highest 
per capita rate of opioid fatalities of any county in 
New York.

Since Ryan and Sheriff  Juan Figueroa took offi  ce 
last year, a renewed push to cut overdoses and ad-
diction has taken place. The sheriff ’s offi  ce’s Oracle 
program brings a mobile trailer, education and re-
sources all over the county. Funds in the 2020 coun-
ty budget pay for two new offi  cers who support an 
overdose response team that includes a plain clothes 
offi  cer, a mental health professional, and a peer ad-

vocate that will respond within 72 hours to meet with 
individuals who have suff ered an overdose. Also, the 
county has begun using a $2.5 million-dollar, three-
year-long grant to identify and close gaps in Ulster’s 
current prevention and treatment system. The coun-
ty also continues to work to get Narcan kits, which 
can save someone having an overdose, into as many 
trained hands as possible.

Kavanagh’s new job

Former county chief assistant district attorney 
Mike Kavanagh, who was defeated in his bid for 
county DA last fall by Dave Clegg, has joined the 
Kingston law fi rm of Mainetti & Mainetti, the fi rm an-
nounced last week.

“Mike will be specializing in the areas of personal 
injury litigation and criminal defense,” the fi rm’s 
press release stated. “Mike gained extensive experi-
ence in the area of personal injury law and crimi-
nal defense while an associate with the law fi rm of 
Mainetti, Mainetti & O’Connor. At that time, Mike 
also served as counsel to the Ulster County Legisla-
ture.”

Woodstock IDs available now 

On February 6, Woodstock became the latest to is-
sue municipal ID cards, removing a hurdle for many 
who do not have the required documentation to ob-
tain traditional state or federal identifi cation.

The town board passed municipal IDs into law in 
December after extensive research from the Wood-
stock Human Rights Commission and the Woodstock 
Immigrant Support Group. After working out logis-
tics and ensuring privacy, the town clerk’s offi  ce was 
able come up with a system for verifying identity 
and printing cards. 

Since accepting applications, the town has provid-
ed 19 municipal ID cards, town clerk Jackie Earley 
said. The cards will allow parents to pick up children 
at Onteora schools, get treatment at hospitals and 
urgent care centers, obtain a Woodstock Public Li-
brary District card, report a crime, seek police assis-
tance, enter a government building, cash a check at 
some banks and provide identity if Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) status expires.

Stream money giveaway

The Ashokan Watershed Stream Management 
Program (AWSMP) is now accepting applications for 
stream management projects in the Ashokan Reser-
voir watershed. 

Eligible applicants include local, county, state or 
federal government agencies; 501(c)(3) organiza-
tions; and secondary school districts, colleges or 
universities. For-profi t organizations are only eligi-
ble to apply for research, assessment and monitor-
ing projects.

This is the fi rst of three funding rounds the 
AWSMP will announce in 2020. Funding is available 
for priority projects to improve water quality and 
enhance stream stability, protect or improve public 
stream infrastructure, enhance stream access and 
recreation, plan and implement fl ood hazard mitiga-
tion, increase public knowledge and skills for stream 
stewardship, and improve aquatic habitat and eco-
systems.

Applications are due by March 6. For information, 
contact AWSMP at 688-3047 or see ashokanstreams.
org.

Schumer warns of ‘ghost guns’

U.S. senate minority leader Chuck Schumer was 
in Kingston on Monday to warn of the danger posed 
by untraceable “ghost guns” and to call for immedi-
ate federal action to mandate background checks on 
all large fi rearms components. Schumer’s visit coin-
cides with a recent spike in gun violence in the city. 

“Ghost guns” refers to fi rearms assembled from 
parts which can be easily purchased online without 
a background check. Unlike fully assembled guns 
purchased legally, ghost guns do not have serial 
numbers, making them nearly impossible for police 
to trace. Speaking at Kingston police headquarters 
alongside mayor Steve Noble, county executive Pat 
Ryan and law-enforcement offi  cials from Orange 
and Ulster counties, Schumer said ghost guns made 
it frighteningly easy for convicted felons and others 
barred from owning fi rearms to obtain deadly weap-
ons.

“I believe in the Second Amendment, always 
have,” said Schumer. “But there are always limits, 
and one of them is background checks.”

Schumer said that banning the sale of gun parts 
without a background check would not require leg-
islative action. Instead, he said he planned to press 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to 
change their interpretation of an existing federal law 
to mandate background checks for the sale of major 
gun components.

“We don’t need legislation,” said Schumer. “They 
can do it with the fl ick of a pen.”
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www.trcauto.net

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

Move-In Special, 
$1000 off your 

first month!
Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Sun., Feb. 23rd, 1-3pm
4-time All Ireland Fiddle Champion

DYLAN FOLEY

IRISH MUSIC NIGHT
1st & 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:30pm

Fri., Feb. 21st, 8pm
VINCE FISHER



June 14, 2012  •  11  February 20, 2020 • 11  New Paltz Times 

NEW PALTZ | SCHOOLS

LAUREN THOMAS

The New Paltz Middle School cast of Shrek.

by Frances Marion Platt

W
HILE THE NEW Paltz High School 
Drama Club struggles with issues of 
how to represent the maltreatment of 
Indian servants by a spoiled child of 

the British Raj in the opening act of The Secret Gar-
den, the folks putting on the Middle School’s spring 
musical at the end of this month have an easier row 
to hoe. The show they chose this year is as straight-
forward a celebration of diversity as it’s possible for 
a kid-friendly stagework to be: Shrek the Musical. 
About the most controversial content in it is a song 
in which the titular green-skinned ogre and a shape-
shifting princess compete to see who can belch the 
loudest.

Based on a 1990 children’s book by the late New 
Yorker cartoonist William Steig, subsequently turned 
into a series of movies by DreamWorks Animation, 
Shrek transports the audience to a make-believe 
land where a wannabe tyrant named Lord Farquaad 
is evicting all the fairytale characters in his realm. 
These motley refugees are exiled to a remote swamp 
that is the beloved home of a grumpy, antisocial 
ogre, who determines to get rid of his unwanted visi-
tors even if it means going to the capital city and con-
fronting Farquaad himself. En route he falls in with 
a wisecracking Donkey. Learning from a magic mir-
ror that he must marry a princess to become king, 
Farquaad agrees to oust the squatters from Shrek’s 
swamp if he will bring back the Princess Fiona, who 
is imprisoned by sorcery in a tower guarded by a 
Dragon.

But Fiona is under a curse that makes her appear 
a beautiful human by day and a green-skinned ogre 
herself by night. Once Shrek manages to free her 
by having Donkey distract the Dragon, a budding 
romance develops between the Princess and her 
masked rescuer. Predictably, misunderstandings en-
sue and multiply before all is sorted out. Learning 
to accept people who are diff erent from the norm is 
the story’s very clear message -- or, as NPMS Spanish 
teacher Mary Holmes, director of the spring musical, 
puts it, “Be proud of who you are!”

“It’s a good play to put on in middle school, be-
cause everyone’s struggling with who they want to 
be,” observes eighth-grader Quinn Oremus, who will 
play the title role. “He’s a good character for me – not 
anything fancy, like a prince.” This is the fi rst major 
part in a play for Oremus, who had ensemble roles 
in Peter Pan and Mary Poppins in sixth and seventh 
grades, but describes himself as “more of a singer 
kind of guy.” To portray Shrek, he’ll have to wear a 
costume that involves considerable padding, “some 
sort of baggage under my suit,” plus “a lot of green 
makeup.”  He says that he fi nds the character relat-
able: “He has this quest, but he doesn’t want to go on 
it. He just wants to be left alone.”

The challenges of costume and makeup for the 
princess are twice as daunting -- especially on a mid-
dle-school budget -- since Fiona’s appearance has 
to switch back and forth radically and repeatedly. 
Holmes’ solution: Cast two girls in the part and have 
them both appear in each performance, but swap 
roles on diff erent days so each gets a chance to play 
“ogre Fiona” and “regular Fiona.” “That means we 
can put one in full makeup,” the director explains. 
On Friday evening and Sunday afternoon, Willa Voo-
rhis will portray regular Fiona and Lizzie Roff  will 
take on the princess’ ogre manifestation. They’ll 
switch off  for both the matinée and the evening show 
on Saturday.

Both are eighth-graders, and both have consider-
able acting experience already, both in school and 
in community theater. “This is my fi fth show,” says 
Roff . “I started in Mary Poppins in sixth grade.” “This 
is my 20th show,” says Voorhis. “I started taking the-
ater acting classes in kindergarten.” The two girls 
met at the From Stage to Screen Acting Studio in 
Highland. Asked what her favorite musical number 
in this show is, Roff  replies, “‘Make a Move,’ even 

though I’m not in it.” The song is sung by Donkey, 
urging the cynical, introverted Shrek to express his 
growing romantic feelings to Fiona. Voorhis’ favorite 
is the show-stopping fi nale, “I’m a Believer.”

That song, written by Neil Diamond for the Mon-
kees back in 1966, is the only one from the movie 
soundtrack that carried over to the stage musical. If 
you only know the movie, be prepared not to hear 
familiar songs like Smash Mouth’s “All Star” or John 
Cale’s heartwrenching version of Leonard Cohen’s 
“Hallelujah.” But you will get to hear some great 
Broadway showtunes with music by Jeanine Tesori 
and lyrics by Pulitzer Prizewinner David Lindsay-
Abaire (who also wrote the book for the play), such 
as the giant production number featuring an army of 
rebellious fairytale characters, “Freak Flag.”

Among the other major roles in the play, Aili 
Zissu will play Donkey and Finn Lochard will play 
Farquaad. Dragon is voiced by Sarah Cunningham, 
with three other students standing over her hold-
ing up a Chinese New Year dragon parade puppet. 
Henry Wheeler plays Gingey and Thornton Eis plays 
Pinocchio. Adult helpers assisting the production in 

It’s not easy being green
New Paltz Middle School presents “Shrek the Musical” February 28-March 1

various roles include Mary Guirma, Jessica Robb, Re-
becca Masters, Will Halpern, Sonja Nosovsky, Mille 
Weinman, Susan Ehrlich, Ayesha Ibrahim, Nick Zac-
cheo, Corrine Bunt and Mark Pizzarello.

On the day that the New Paltz Times visited the stu-
dents in rehearsal, “Freak Flag” was the song being 
choreographed, and the singers and dancers took 
up the entire fl oor of the NPMS auditorium. How 
many kids participate in the spring musical? “Almost 
100, by the time we’re done,” counting those paint-
ing scenery and making props and costumes, says 
Holmes. “It’s the largest activity in the school that 
takes from all three grade levels -- maybe the largest 
activity in the whole district.”

Shrek is a story “about acceptance,” she adds. “It’s 
a very positive message for anybody, but especial-
ly middle-schoolers.” Come join the fun, and help 
overthrow the wicked Farquaad, at 7 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday, February 28 and 29, or at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday and again on Sunday, March 1 at the New 
Paltz Middle School. Tickets cost $5 for all and will 
be available at the door. ++
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Fin Goldleaf

Student events, profi les & sports

by Oliver ten Broeke

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School se-
nior Fin Goldleaf began his 
education in Highland, his 
hometown. He moved to New 

Paltz at the beginning of his sophomore 
year and notes that the change wasn’t 
much of a challenge. “Life wasn’t much 
diff erent. I already knew plenty of peo-
ple, since I had been doing stuff  in New 
Paltz my whole life. My cousins lived 
here, I did swimming here, things like 
that. The transition really wasn’t that 
hard, and the schools are very similar, 
so there wasn’t much of a diff erence.”

With a history of swimming in his 
family, Goldleaf explains the origin of 
one of his primary activities. “While I 
would say it wasn’t really that I was in-
terested in it at fi rst, my dad swam when 
he was a kid, all of my cousins swam, so 
it was kind of expected that my sister 
and I would swim. My mom signed me 
up as soon as I was able to do it.” As his 
familial trends might indicate, Goldleaf 
discovered a love for swimming. “Since 
then, I’ve been swimming competitive-
ly for 12 years. I started doing the New 
Paltz Seahawks summer-rec swim, and 
then I joined Hawks, the year-round 
team. I did another year-round team 
in Poughkeepsie for a little while, and 
I’ve been swimming varsity since eighth 
grade.”

Since he began to swim, Goldleaf and 
his teams have won myriad trophies and 
achieved several important victories. “I 
have won some stuff  individually, but 
nothing too-too big. I’ve won races and 
big invitationals, but not any champion-
ship meets. However, last year at the 
Section 9 swim meet, New Paltz got sec-
ond place out of a decent number of teams. We were 
one of the smallest teams there -- we had about six 
people. We got second overall, which is pretty im-
pressive. It did feel like a win, since the team that 
came fi rst wins almost every year. For me person-
ally, that was a win. I think it was a win for all of us.”

Goldleaf explains that, while he does spend a lot 
of time in the pool, his heart is elsewhere. “I actu-
ally hate pools.” He laughs, “People fi nd that funny, 
since I swim in pools and work at one over the sum-
mer. To be honest, I would so much rather swim in a 
lake, or in the ocean or a river.”

As you may expect from someone who loves the 
water so much, Goldleaf is a fi refi ghter. “So, last year, 
kind of on a whim, I joined the Fire Department. I 
didn’t really realize how much I would really be into 
it, but I am. It’s become the thing that I do most and 
I hope to eventually go into it professionally.”

At the moment, Goldleaf is a ‘probationary fi re-
fi ghter’. “While I haven’t been in the department for 
long enough to be a fulltime fi refi ghter, I essentially 
have all of the privileges and responsibilities of one, 
except for entering burning buildings. Any exterior 
work, I’m involved in. That’ll be putting water on the 
fi re from the outside, or switching out oxygen packs. 
When we go on our standard calls, like fi re alarm ac-
tivations, carbon monoxide alarms, or car accidents, 

Fin Goldleaf.

that’s where I’ll really be doing the most.”
Goldleaf recalls the fi rst true fi re that he was in-

volved in. “In September, there was a house fi re in 
town. I actually just happened to be in the station to 
drop something off  and my pager went off . It said, 
‘Report of grease-fi re in kitchen. Possibly out.’ We’re 
going to go in any case, to make sure that there’s no 
residual fi re and that there’s no smoke damage. I’ve 
been on a few of those calls before, and they never 
actually turn out to be anything. The fi re’s almost al-
ways out before we get there.

“But the second we got into the truck, it just felt dif-
ferent. We turned onto the street, and we saw smoke 
everywhere. I remember that at that point, I was still 
under the age of 18, so there was less that I could do. 
My primary job was pulling hoses and bringing tools 
to the fi refi ghters going inside. Everyone was putting 
their packs on, getting ready to go in, and they told 
me to grab what’s called the jumpline, which is a 
hose and to run into range of the front door.

“I brought it to the front door, and it smelled -- I 
didn’t know what I expected it to smell like -- but 
it smelled like a campfi re. This was my fi rst fi re. I 
didn’t expect it to smell like that, since we’re always 
told that we have to clean off  our gear and take all of 
these precautions because of all the toxins burning 
in the fi res. But it smelled like a campfi re, which is 
a strangely innocent smell. That was a shock to me.

“I remember that I pulled the hose up, dropped it 
by the front door and looked up. I was maybe four 
or fi ve feet from the house itself and there were big 
orange fl ames shooting up over my head. I thought, 
‘Oh, wow. That is a house on fi re. We’re about to go 
to work.

“All-in-all, it took us maybe 30 or 35 
minutes to actually put the fi re out. We 
spent around three hours afterward, mak-
ing sure that the fi re was extinguished, 
cleaning off  our gear and putting things 
back where they needed to be. That was 
my fi rst fi re, and I learned exactly what it 
was that we were really doing.”

Goldleaf considers the New Paltz 
fi refi ghters to be a close-knit group of 
unique people, who are all dedicated to 
their task. He’s glad for the opportunity to 
have gotten a valuable and rare education 
from practical experience. “If you want to 
learn how to really work on a team, this is 
the best way to do it. It’s taught me how 
to work with other people, how to be re-
sponsible and the importance of how you 
compose yourself in any given situation. 
Almost any call you’re going on, it’s the 
worst day of that person’s life. Just being 
there and being able to smile, telling them 
that it’ll be okay, it makes a really big dif-
ference.”

With an intent to remain a fi refi ghter 
throughout college, Goldleaf plans to 
study either fi re science or marine op-
erations. He has his eye on the John Jay 
School of Criminal Justice, for the fi re 
science program.

In closing, Goldleaf implores readers 
and peers to spend their energy on the 
better parts of life. “Make everything 
you do fun. I realized this year that, if 
you don’t want to do something and 
you’re not enjoying it, don’t do it. Just 
have fun with everything you do and 
make everything you do enjoyable.” 
Goldleaf also mentions that anyone in-
terested in the New Paltz Fire Depart-
ment can learn more at http://new-
paltzfi re.org/. ++

New Paltz High School sophomore 
receives Maya Gold Foundation 
Community Service Award

In support of its mission to empower local youth, 
the Maya Gold Foundation awards two Hudson Val-
ley teens a $500 Community Service Award each 
year. Teens can apply for the scholarships online 
(mayagoldfoundation.org/apply) to support their 
community service eff orts, provided their work is 
aligned to the mission of the Foundation.

 New Paltz High School sophomore Nyah Cuniff  
received the Winter 2020 Award after sharing her 
eff orts and her commitment to community service. 
Nyah joined the New Paltz Community Improve-
ment Team and hopes to get more teens involved in 
her work there. She is also organizing a food drive 
for Family of New Paltz and is a volunteer youth soc-
cer coach, serving other youth in the community. 
“Getting more involved with these organizations al-
lows me to feel more connected and helpful to oth-
ers, letting me achieve my dreams, which is to have 
a positive impact on other people and their lives,” 
commented Cuniff .

The Foundation Scholarship Committee was im-
pressed with Cuniff ’s commitment to helping others 
through compassionate action. She is giving of her 
time and energy in the service of others, which is 
one of the core values the award is intended to rec-
ognize. Cuniff  will be providing periodic updates to 
the Foundation on the progress of her work.

 For more information on The Maya Gold Founda-
tion, visit www.mayagoldfoundation.org.

1 x 1house subscribe
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Section 9 individual Nordic ski champions:  New Paltz’s 
Wells Willett and Amelia St. John.

Girls’ State Nordic ski team (L-R):  Lake Willett -- New Paltz, Eliza Shands -- New Paltz, 
Madison Tremper -- Wallkill, Amelia St. John -- New Paltz, Lily Zaborowski -- New Paltz, 
Natalee Watts -- New Paltz, Aracely Watson -- New Paltz.

Boys’ State Nordic ski team (L-R): Zhou Corzine -- New Paltz, GregoryMarcinik -- Wallkill, 
Alexei Temidis -- Wallkill, Hawke Kosofsky -- New Paltz, Kevin Metzger -- New Paltz, Diego 
Schillaci -- New Paltz, Wells Willett -- New Paltz.

Section 9: Wrestling, Nordic 
skiing, indoor track and 
the OCIAA swimming 
championships, plus 
roundball roundup
by Rich Corozine

N
EW PALTZ'S ETHAN Palanca became the 
fi rst Section 9 wrestler to win titles in both 
Division 2 and Division 1 with Saturday's 
wild sudden-death 5-4 win over Gabe 

Galarza of Pine Bush at 145 pounds in Division 1 (big 
schools). The title added to the one he achieved two 
years ago as a freshman, wining the 120 pound title 
in small-school Division 2.

It was a tough road, and an emotional one for 
Palanca -- who has the pedigree, with father Gianni 
an assistant coach who won a Section 9 title 15 years 
ago -- who got to the fi nal with Galarza with pins of 
Cornwall's Colin Alexi in 3:15 in the Round of 16 and 
Washingtonville's Jack Baumkirschner in 1:12 in the 
Quarterfi nals, before squaring off  with teammate 
(and longtime friend) Aidan Cuppett in the semifi nal 
round. Cuppett reached the semifi nals with  pins of 
Warwick's Marcus Colon in 0:58 in the Round of 16 
and Kingston's Gavin Richter in 1:49 in the Quarterfi -
nals. And in a no-holds-barred battle between Palan-
ca and the senior -- who had just recorded his 100th 
career victory -- it was Palanca up 7-4.

New Paltz, the smallest of the "big" schools in Section 
9 had fi ve semifi nalists (including Palanca and Aidan 
Cuppett) in Cole Cuppett at 106 pounds; Levi Wyns at 
152 and Logan Michael at 182. Cole Cuppett lost to Mid-
dletown's (and eventual champion) Justin Morales 10-
5; Wyns was pinned by  Minisink Valley's Andrew Filip 
in 5:37; and Michael was pinned by Minisink's (and 
eventual champion) Ethan Gallo in 3:25. Michael won 
third-place with a 5-2 decision over Warwick's Jeremy 
Mazzella, with Aidan Cuppett fourth with a 6-4 loss to 
Minisink's Jacob Gonzalez in the consolation round.

New Paltz fi nished fi fth to Minisink in the team 
standings.

And in the fi rst-ever Section 9 girls’ champion-
ships, New Paltz JoJo Tanzi won the fi rst-ever title for 
the Huguenots. Tanzi pinned NFA's Gabriella Colon 
in 1:28 at 170 pounds. New Paltz's Eneka Giocolea-
Cid pinned Monroe-Woodbury's Octavia Stevens in 
1:23 in the 138 pound semifi nal, but fell to NFA's Car-
olyn Santiago in the fi nal, pinned in 2:47.

Section 9 Nordic skiing
It was a clean sweep for both the New Paltz boys 

and girls in the Section 9 championships on Wednes-
day at Prospect Mountain in Bennington, Vermont. 
For the boys -- who won 24-12 over Wallkill in the 
10.5 kilometer race -- it was Wells Willett in 29:34, 
Diego Schillaci 29:47 and Kevin Metzger 35:00; for 
the girls - 27-5 over Wallkill in the 8 kilometer race 
-- it was Amelia St. John in 27:36, Lake Willett 29:53, 
Lily Zabrowski 31:46 and Eliza Shands 32:28.

Section 9 Indoor track
New Paltz’s Jaden Markarias-Thomas took second 

in the boys high jump with 6-1 (to winner Anthony 
Nelson of Wallkill’s 6-2) and Anthony Stevens third in 
the long jump with 20-7 3/4 (to winner Romaine Bird 
of Wallkill’s 22-0); while Highland’s Matthew Perry 
took third in triple jump with 38-10 1/4 (to winner 
Amarian Hughes of Marlboro’s 45-4 1/2.

OCIAA swimming championships
New Paltz came up big in last weekend’s OCIAA 

boys’ swimming championships, fi nishing second in 
Division 2 (small schools) to winner Cornwall 532-
343 and with  champions in Brady Saunders and the 
400 freestyle relay team.

Saunders led the Huguenots to a 1-2 fi nish with 
Mike Messina in the 500 freestyle, with the former 
ripping through the Washingtonville pool in 5:07.38 
and the latter in 5:22.63.

The 400 freestyle relay team of Saunders, Finn 
Goldleaf,  Logan Pece and Alex Demis took home the 
gold with a  3:30.52. 

Other top three fi nishers for New Paltz were Demis, 
second in the 100 freestyle in 50.17; Saunders third  in 
the 200 freestyle in 1:50.90; Pece third in the 50 free-
style in 23.24; and the 200 Freestyle relay team of 
Saunders, Goldleaf, Pece and Demis, second in 1:34.72.

Both Divisions compete in the Section 9 champi-
onships on Saturday, February 22 at Valley Central 
at 2 p.m.

Roundball Roundup
The New Paltz boys upped their record to 12-6 

with Tuesday’s 70-42 win over Highland, with Justin 
DeMaria leading the Huguenots with 18 points, Jeff  
Reynoso 13 and Jackson Soper nine. Zach Angelone 
led the Huskies with 22 points.

Highland bounced back with a big 86-76 win over 
Saugerties, with Angelone scoring 21 points and 
Ethan Thompson 18. Highland is 6-11 on the season. 

New Paltz, the two-time defending Section 9 Class 
A champion, awaits the Section 9 seedings; while 
Highland is on the bubble in Class B.

The New Paltz girls defeated Highland 70-46 on 
Wednesday and then Washingtonville 64-62 on Thurs-
day, raising their record to 12-4, with Ruby Santos lead-
ing the Huguenots against Highland with 23 points, 
Daijah Bell 15 and Jenna Russo 13. Adriana Scalo led 
the Huskies with 15 points, and Katie Dauenheimer 11. 
Against Washingtonville, Santos scored a career-high 
34 points to lead the Huguenots.

The Highland girls ended this disappointing sea-
son at 2-14 with Thursday’s loss to Saugerties 52-21.

The New Paltz girls await the Section 9 Class A 
seedings; while Highland, just two years removed 
from back-to-back Class B titles, will miss the Section 
Tournament for the fi rst time in over 20 years. ++

New Paltz’s Ethan Palanca became the first Section 9 
wrestler to win titles in both Division 2 and Division 1.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

An open letter to New Paltz Town 
and Village elected offi  cials:

As a former New Paltz Supervisor, I am embar-
rassed by your response to the municipal water cri-
sis this week. The initial response of notifying local 
radio, TV, newspapers, principal users and placing 
info on social media was a good start and probably 
eventually reached most users, but what about those 
who arrived home late Monday night from being 
away, or those who only seldom use or never use 
those facilities? You should have prepared a pass-out 
sheet with all important data and used Town and Vil-
lage personnel to visit each and every user and pro-
viding them with a fl ier, explaining the problem and 
action required with a contact avenue for updates. If 
no one was home, then leave the fl ier tacked to the 
appropriate door or doors. You used to be able to do 
this for billing.

 Anything less was unacceptable. 
David S. Lent

New Paltz

Taking reservoir #4
and the lagoons offl  ine

After we fl ushed our water distribution system last 
week, there were no detections of petroleum prod-
ucts in any of the samples collected and analyzed by 
the NYS Department of Health. We believe isolating 
and bypassing reservoir #4 plus taking our treatment 
plant’s lagoons offl  ine were the important fi rst steps.

Our water treatment plant fi lters Catskill Aqueduct 
water purchased from the NYC DEP and water from 
our four reservoirs near the Mohonk Preserve. The 
fi lter’s backwash and collected solids are moved to 
the lagoons during the treatment process. In the la-
goons, sludge waste settles and separates from su-
pernatant (soo-per-NAY-tent). The supernatant is the 
clear water that is returned back to the head of the 
plant and blended with aqueduct or reservoir water. 
Sludge gets removed, is dried and is then hauled to 

landfi lls.
The lagoons are like large outdoor swimming pools 

with a lining. Our lagoons were rebuilt this past sum-
mer as part of the plant’s $5.5 million upgrade. 

Our plant operator stopped recirculating any super-
natant from the lagoon back through the plant once 
we issued the do-not-drink advisory on February 10. 
On Friday, February 14, the DEC helped New Paltz 
by freeing up space in the lagoons and hauling away 
5,300 gallons of liquid supernatant that tested posi-
tive for trace amounts of heating oil contaminants.

The lagoons continue to be isolated and offl  ine 
while we take more samples of its supernatant and 
sludge. The lagoons will again be tested for Semi-
Volatile Organic Compound (SVOCs) and VOCs. This 
sampling will help determine the next steps for get-
ting the lagoons completely clean. We anticipate 
draining them and cleaning their walls with potable 
water. Even after those next steps, we will take more 
samples once it fi lls again to see how much more re-
mediation is necessary. 

The lagoons will need a clean bill of health before 
we return to using them normally.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Lack of public notice
about water emergency

I am writing today in regards to the lack of public 
notice from our Mayor in New Paltz, Tim Rogers, 
regarding the health advisory of public water. It is 
now Wednesday, February 12, 2020 and I still have 
not received any notice of this public safety issue. Ac-
cording to the mayor, just simply posting something 
on Facebook, or relying on social media and word 
of mouth is the BEST way he has to off er in terms of 
sending out this public health notice?

I have not received a single phone call, nor piece 
of mail, nor have I received even a fl yer as a Village 
resident about the warning not to use water for con-
sumption. I fi nd this appalling that four days later I 
still have not received any offi  cial warning from the 

mayor. What alarms me even more is that, the 
mayor and Village offi  cials have everyone’s mail-
ing addresses, hopefully phone numbers, but are 
thinking that by posting on websites or social me-
dia that all citizens use social media and that the 
mayor considers other people’s word of mouth the 
most appropriate way to disseminate crucial infor-
mation. (By the way, I am quite sure that not every-
one subscribes to social media and, in fact, I only 
was informed about this water ban from a friendly 
neighbor at 4 p.m. on Monday, February 10).

As I recollect, social media and word of mouth 
are not always a guaranteed, eff ective and reliable 
source of information. Receiving an actual offi  cial 
notifi cation from the mayor via phone or mail, 
would be. What concerns me even more is that if 
there were to be another safety warning of even 
greater threats, we again as citizens of the Village 
or Town would not be appropriately informed (se-
riously, if there was not internet what would be 
done)? Again, this is a disgrace. I am not saying the 
mayor needs to say the cause of a threat or con-
cern (I do understand a full investigation needs to 
be done, which takes time and resources). What I 
am saying is that at the very least every citizen has 
the right to know by offi  cial means, that there is a 
public warning. By all means, the mayor and Village 
have all Village residents mailing addresses, as they 
sure are able to send out bills collecting payment 
several times a year for taxes and water bills. But 
yet they fail to send out an important public notice 
like contaminated water?

I would appreciate you addressing how you WILL 
disseminate important public information in the fu-
ture, and as soon as possible. Thank you very much. 

Lecia Zulak
New Paltz

Response to viewpoint article 
“Saving the Ridge, Again” on Feb. 13 

Controversy surrounding the issue of whether to 
repair or remove the dam on the Palmaghatt Kill 
at Tillson Lake includes the issue of protection of 
the stream’s ecological value. Several recent Tillson 
Lake studies affi  rm the value of the Lake’s habitats 
and species, while general regional research affi  rms 
the benefi ts of dam removal for certain species of 
fi sh and for stream health. But because all streams 
are not the same, it’s best to evaluate each case in-
dividually. I’m commenting as a wetland specialist/
ecologist who conducted one of the recent ecologi-
cal studies on Tillson Lake, confi rming that a large 
portion of the Lake area is wetland. We tend to di-
vide watersheds into sections that correspond to 
town boundaries or areas where we live or recre-
ate. However, the streams, wetlands and uplands 
that comprise watersheds are best protected as one 
interconnected system.

The Palmaghatt begins on the Shawangunk Ridge 
and fl ows for about 7.5 miles to the Shawangunk 
Kill, draining a watershed of almost eight square 
miles. On the Ridge, the Palmaghatt ravine’s wild 
land supports a variety of rare species. Below the 
Ridge, both upstream and downstream of Tillson 
Lake, the stream levels out and fl ows more slowly, 
often through agricultural and developed land. 
These lower reaches of the stream are a diff erent 
stream habitat and are aff ected by impacts from 
adjacent land uses; for example in many places, 
vegetated buff ers along the stream are insuffi  cient 
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Mark Sherman

Ready for the great, boring middle

A 
LAUGHING 

MATTER

for water quality maintenance or habitat protection. 
Many of the rare species that thrive on the Ridge 
cannot thrive here. The Lake and adjacent wetlands 
support diff erent groups of wetland and open water 
species. All of these ecological communities in the 
watershed contribute to its ecological value.

The health of the Palmaghatt depends on its ripar-
ian corridor and the nature of adjacent land uses. 
To protect the stream’s long-term health, we need 
to know more about its water quality (eg. tempera-
ture, pH, nutrients, macroinvertebrates, dissolved 
oxygen) and how it changes as the stream fl ows from 
Ridge to Lake to Shawangunk Kill. All of the waters 
and wetlands within the watershed are connected 
and most of them have in some way been aff ected by 
human development. It isn’t constructive to evalu-
ate ecosystems by pitting them against each other, 
eg. lake vs wetland vs stream; they collectively pro-
vide habitat for an impressive variety of species. The 
Shawangunk Ridge is aff ected by land development 
along its base. In the valley, there is a high need for 
accessible places for boating, fi shing or birdwatch-
ing, and other recreational and educational experi-
ences -- especially those accessible to kids. Public 
land at Tillson Lake along with the Palmaghatt pro-
vide a wildlife corridor and habitat connections be-
tween Ridge and Valley, and can contribute to pro-
tecting the integrity of the Ridge. Tillson Lake as part 
of the Palmaghatt system can be a valuable ecologi-
cal, educational, and recreational resource. 

Karen Schneller-McDonald
Red Hook

Trump: No Gods before me

In the 2008 primary campaign, candidate Barack 
Obama scorched himself with the comment that 
some frustrated voters “cling to guns and religion” 
in making their political choices. Outrage poured 
from evangelicals, the GOP messaging machine and 
even from Hillary Clinton. Criticizing people’s faith, 

Zen practitioners talk about “the middle way.” 
Couple counselors talk about compromise. Politi-
cians talk about “centrists.” Some games end in a 
draw. It all boils down to what most of us don’t want 
to do: have a boring life. No, we want extremes and 
drama. 

Think about soap operas. Would anyone watch a 
soap opera if the principal characters were doing 
just fi ne in their lives -- married people staying faith-
ful, kids getting along well with their parents, no one 
getting into trouble? I don’t think so. 

And would law still seem as attractive as a profes-
sion if winning legal arguments wasn’t the main aim? 
And what about sports? There have been some who 
have advocated for kids learning non-competitive 
games, like something called “tug of peace” as a re-
placement for tug of war. This is a far cry from the 
quote attributed to legendary football coach Vince 
Lombardi: “Winning isn’t everything; it’s the only 
thing.”

So how about a compromise on all this. You know 
how people admiringly say of a winner that he or she 
gave 100% (or sometimes, the very unmathematical 
110%). Well, maybe it’s time to urge people not to 
give 100%, but rather 75 or even 60%. 

Unfortunately, because it seems to be almost part 
of human nature to want to be right (while others 
are wrong), to win, and to wind up on top, we are 
incredibly polarized, and instead of everyone being 
slightly content, half of us are very happy and the 
other half is very angry. Sometimes people on the 
two diff erent sides are in the same family, maybe 
even married to each other. 

So how can we meet in the middle? I think the 
key is to make a conscious eff ort to abandon the 

dream of making a 
diff erence. If you fi nd 
yourself in a political 
argument, what is the 
chance that either you 
or the other person 
will win? When do 
people change their 
minds on these kinds 
of things? So give up. 
Or say the two word 
sentence many of us 
rarely hear: “You’re right.” Watch the other person’s 
reaction. They’ll probably keep going with their 
argument until you repeat yourself. Then they will 
pause and look completely fl ustered.

You’ve ruined their evening. They were all set for 
a big argument, and now what?

But perhaps you are the kind of person who feels 
very strongly about things. You’ve always been this 
way. So I want to ask you a question: How is that 
working for you? Don’t you actually envy the person 
who doesn’t seem to care? Does the word “carefree” 
sound so bad? Why is it necessary to be dead before 
we can rest in peace?

Actually, there has been a push for a while now 
to try to make men, at least, less driven. For exam-
ple, the American Psychological Association issued 
guidelines last year that said men need help since 
they “experience confl ict related to (three) domains 
of the male gender role: success, power and com-
petition (a disproportionate emphasis on personal 
achievement).” 

Unfortunately for those who seek a world less 
marked by a relentless drive to reach the top, at the 

same time as boys and men have been urged to take 
it easy, girls and young women have been getting 
the opposite message. As long ago as 2007, the New 
York Times was saying that many girls were suff er-
ing the stress of competitiveness in achievement at 
least as early as high school. And it hasn’t changed 
much since. For example, a CNN opinion piece on 
the ’Net a couple of years ago was titled “Tackling 
the relentless pressure to succeed that is driving girls 
to despair.”

I know this is supposed to be a humor column, so 
I’ll try to get back onto the humor track. But I won’t 
try too hard. After all, there is more than a grain of 
truth in my contention that we’d all do better if we 
let go of our need for excitement – and being funny 
has always lent to my life the kind of thrills most peo-
ple can only dream about. 

Several years ago, I noticed a woman – from out 
of town, I was pretty sure -- reading my column at a 
local eatery. Probably her fi rst time reading me, so 
she didn’t know I was a humorist, and I guess my 
title, which could have been something like “Time 
Management,” made her feel she was about to learn 
something helpful. I watched her carefully, ready to 
have the delight of seeing her laugh at one of my bril-
liant witticisms, when she put the paper down with a 
look of annoyance on her face, and said to her male 
partner, “Oh, he’s just being funny.”

It hurt, yes, but today, with my realization that 
striving for excellence and success is a major cause 
of the collapse of civilization, I would be pleased to 
see it. Not overjoyed, mind you, but mildly pleased. 
When you’re overjoyed, you’re just part of the prob-
lem. So sit down, meditate and get over it.

regardless of context, was a third rail.
After his impeachment acquittal, Donald Trump 

lashed out at Mitt Romney, accusing him of using 
his “religion as a crutch” to defend his vote to con-
vict the President for abuse of power. In his Senate 
speech Romney, a devout Mormon who served as a 
bishop for his church, declared that his oath before 
God and the nation, and his own conscience, could 
lead him to no other verdict. 

Clearly, Trump doesn’t think “religion” is a good 
enough reason to defy his demands for loyalty. Peo-
ple of faith can ponder the apparently competing 
demands of their eternal God and the idol who cur-
rently commands the stage. 

Tom Denton
Highland

Magic paint

When I fi rst attended meetings of the New Paltz 
Transportation Implementation Committee with “A 
Laughing Matter” columnist Dr. Mark Sherman (nev-
er miss it!), I thought he was “off ” in an interesting 
way.

This group’s mission was to make suggestions for 
improving getting around in New Paltz. Once, the 
acting director of the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) attended, and I asked him how the DOT deter-
mined speed limits. Dr. Sherman answered, saying 
speed limits were set at the speed most drivers drove 
on sections of the roads. Stunned by what I thought 
was an absurd answer, I re-asked the director of the 
DOT and he said, “Basically, he’s right.”

I have walked in swamps, but this one was danger-
ous. Now, years later, New Paltz has turned its atten-
tion to people walking into cars and cars smashing 
into people -- many even protected by white paint 
on the road!

Last night, returning home from work at about 
6 p.m., I saw a young guy dressed in dark clothes 
do a double bull evasion as he crossed Main Street 

towards P&G’s. Neither car slowed, each car passed 
him at the same moment, probably blinded by on-
coming headlights. Ole! A skillful, lucky, stupid mat-
ador was unharmed. It was the paint.

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

P.S. After writing this letter, the death of Orson Bean, 
hit by two cars crossing the street, was announced. 
Now I am angry.

College reaches out to thank
the campus community and others

Last week’s water situation proved once again that 
our campus community and partners in the village, 
town, county, SUNY System and state government 
come together successfully in challenging times, re-
fl ecting our collective commitment to the welfare of 
our students and our entire campus community. 

Many individuals and agencies worked long hours, 
shared expertise and rapidly provided needed re-
sources to solve the problem and support our opera-
tions. With their commitment and tireless work, we 
uncovered the problem and made sure our water is 
safe to drink. Additionally, we all collaborated and 
communicated well during a period of uncertainty. 

First, let us thank the following partners for iden-
tifying the problem and bringing it to a swift resolu-
tion: 

• Village of New Paltz
• Offi  ce of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
• NYS Department of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Services -- Offi  ce of Emergency Manage-
ment and Offi  ce of Fire Prevention and Control

• NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
• NYS Department of Health
• Ulster County Executive’s Offi  ce
• Ulster County Emergency Management
• Ulster County Department of Health
• Town of New Paltz 
The water issue not only aff ected thousands of on-
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It’s the economy

Delivering on the 1000 jobs

campus resident students and our employees, but 
also the thousands of commuting students who re-
side in the Village and the Town. 

On campus, we call out several departments that 
rose to the challenge, though this is by no means an 
exhaustive list. We know there were many single 
acts of generosity and assistance that we continue 
to learn about. The stories we have heard are heart-
warming and inspiring. We are grateful to our:

• Offi  ce of Emergency Management
• Offi  ce of Environmental Health and Safety
• Offi  ce of Facilities Operations
• Residence Life and other Division of Student Af-

fairs staff 
• The Center for International Programs (CIP) 
• Our colleagues in Campus Auxiliary Services and 

Sodexo
• Offi  ce of Communication and Marketing
• Offi  ce of Undergraduate Admission
• Offi  ce of Records and Registration
• Student Association Leadership
For example, the Offi  ce of Student Activities and 

Union Services mobilized quickly in collabora-
tion with Trailways to procure buses to expedite 
students’ trips home and their return to campus 
yesterday. Student Aff airs staff  and Student Asso-
ciation leadership helped students load buses, and 
Residence Life staff  organized fun activities for those 
who did not go home -- 233 students, mostly inter-
national students, resident assistants and athletes 
in season under the theme: “Water You Doing This 
Week?” CIP organized a trip to the Palisades Mall. 
As state-provided water began to arrive on campus, 
Moving and Trucking staff  and Sodexo staff , with 
assistance from residence life staff , our emergency 
management team and campus volunteers, deliv-
ered pallets of water quickly to residence halls and 
the Student Union and later to administrative and 
academic buildings. 

We thank faculty who remained in communica-
tion with students as events unfolded, who kept labs 
and studios open, held offi  ce hours and responded 
to student concerns and questions. 

Please notify Mike Malloy, director of environmen-
tal health and safety, at extension 2385, if you notice 
anything unusual with the water. 

We hope that many of you had an opportunity to get 
some well-deserved rest this weekend and are ready 
to resume our core work of teaching and learning this 
week -- even as we know some were dealing with a wa-
ter main break on campus yesterday as well! 

We made our decisions last week based on avail-

able information and our commitment to the well-
being of our community. We always look to learn 
from every incident so that we can respond even 
better when the next issue arises. We are grateful to 
be part of a special community that weathers storms 
like this in such a supportive and collaborative way. 

Donald P. Christian
President

Barbara Lyman
Interim Provost and VP for Academic Aff airs

Michele Halstead
VP for Finance and Administration

Stephanie Blaisdell
VP for Student Aff airs

L. David Eaton
VP for Enrollment Management

Erica Marks, VP for Development and Alumni 
Relations

Shelly Wright
Chief of Staff  and VP for Communication

Tanhena Pacheco Dunn
Associate VP for Human Resources, Diversity 

and Inclusion and Chief Diversity Offi  cer
SUNY New Paltz

Re: vicious cycle

As is often the case with climate news, the big 
news is really the smaller news. Last week the tem-
perature in Antarctica reached a remarkable 65 to 70 
degrees Fahrenheit. (Scientists are still debating the 
exact number). The big news, though rarely men-
tioned, is that the permafrost is certainly melting.

During the two decades that we have been famil-
iarizing ourselves with climate change, there’s always 
been an ominous threat called “permafrost.” When 
the permafrost melts, the hundreds of billions of met-
ric tons of organic carbon will release carbon dioxide 
and methane. This event is accompanied by terms like 
“non-linear,” “turning the corner,” and “dreaded.”

Scientists are not entirely certain as to why the 
poles are warming at twice the rate of the rest of the 
globe. They’re also fi nding it diffi  cult to predict what 
will happen next. However, it’s incredibly clear that 
this recent warming will release MORE greenhouse 
gasses which will combine with the gases that hu-
man activity emits. 

Right now, the most important thing we can do is 
elect leaders who believe in climate change and see 
it as our number-one threat.

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

 A “biased press”
is the enemy of the people

“Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, austere religious scholar at 
helm of Islamic State, dies at 48.” 

-- Actual headline of story reporting the death 
of the murderous leader, Abu Baker al-Baghdadi 

printed in the Washington Post

“In your hearts you know he’s right.”
-- Campaign slogan of 1964 presidential candidate 

Senator Barry Goldwater

In Light of the Above, actual headline (later re-
moved because of public ridicule by some in other 
media outlets) the following is a satirical poke at the 
story indicative of the Fourth Estate’s clear and pres-
ent bias.

The New York Times: Suicide death of austere reli-
gious scholar is under investigation. Subpoenas are 
expected to be issued by Congress soon. 

 A recent special operations raid resulting in the 
apparent suicide death of the austere Religious 
Scholar, Abu Bakr al Baghdadi is being investigated 
by the Congress. Based on a whistleblower report 
that the so-called hero of the raid, a Special Opera-
tions Military Working Dog (SOMWD) volunteered 
for the mission, Democrats, led by Congressman 
Adam Schiff , are calling for an investigation to de-
termine whether the Dog, a known Islamophobe, 
had any connections to Vladimir Putin or Ukrainian 
offi  cials. Leader Adam Schiff ’s House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, is expected to issue 
subpoenas to both the hound and his trainers within 
days. President Trump, who “green lighted” the raid 
and, apparently, has something to hide, is calling 
the investigation a “fox hunt.” Trump has ordered 
all those subpoenaed to defy the Congress’ attempt to 
undermine the rights and privileges of the POTUS. The 
President is justifying his order based on the seldom 
used and archaic, Article 2 of the U.S. Constitution. 
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi has announced that 
any such order is unconstitutional and merely another 
attempt by Donald Trump to “cover up” the truth and 
“obstruct” The Congress from exercising its, lawful, 
oversight authority. The harried hound, a male Belgian 
Malinois named Conan, is also accused of racism, by 
Congresswomen Ilhan Omar, for his apparent use of 
blackface during the raid as revealed in a widely circu-
lated photo of the canine. A White House spokesper-
son stated that such charges, based upon the fact that 

How’s Pat Ryan going to do what he said he 
would?

Ulster County’s top elected offi  cial told a predomi-
nantly youthful audience at his state-of-the-county 
speech at Kingston High School in late January that 
they no longer had to leave the area if they wanted 
opportunities to succeed. The idea that you need to 
leave Ulster County to be successful, he declared, 
was bullshit.

Ryan pledged to create a thousand local well-
paying jobs in a thousand days. He said he wanted 
young people to “at least consider” settling where 
most of them had grown up.

It was an optimistic, aspirational speech. But will 
it be in his power to deliver on what he promised?

For a variety of reasons, American job growth in 
the last decade has been focused in its largest cities. 
There are almost a million more jobs in New York 
City than there were ten years ago. The Big Apple has 
been creating additional jobs at a pace of 1000 every 
four days during that long period. 

The Ulster County program will be led by Lisa Berg-
er, head of the new Economic Development Depart-
ment and an expert in workforce coordination issues. 
Berger said the clock would probably start ticking on 
the thousand days around when the school year ends 

in mid-May.       “We need help developing a talent pipe-
line,” said Berger in a telephone interview.

Local employers are telling her that they are hav-
ing trouble getting employees even when they’re of-
fering a starting wage of $15 to $18 an hour. They’d be 
adding to their workforce in a tight labor market “if 
they had the talent,” they tell her. 

“What we decided to do was to work with the em-
ployers,” Berger explained. “Fifteen dollars is where 
we need to start a solid career pathway.” Further 
analysis by industry sectors will follow.

But the county eff ort will focus heavily on the talent-
pool component as well. A “talent pipeline,” explains 
one human-resources manual, consists of “a group of 
passive candidates you’ve engaged who can fi ll future 
roles in your company.” Building the pipeline involves 
fostering relationships with passive candidates — can-
didates not actively seeking employment — through so-
cial media, events, referrals, sourcing tools and other 
forms of outreach. Berger puts it simply: fi nding a job 
that’s suitable for person’s skill set.

The Ryan administration is betting that a genera-
tion of social-media natives will — with a little guid-
ance — respond to social-media messages regarding 
potential employment opportunities where they 
haven’t been responding to job off ers that haven’t 

been from their world. The county government’s 
role would be sort of like that of a social worker: 
identify the core problem and help the client solve 
it. This “broader approach,” as Berger puts it, will 
identify residents’ talents and skills, will help with 
training, and “will help us create a robust pipeline.”

Despite talk of the anonymity provided by Bool-
ean searches and Artifi cial Intelligence protections, 
the possibility that personal information might be 
used for other than benign purposes must be faced. 
Further protections must be developed and incorpo-
rated for the preservation of personal privacy. These 
have not yet been articulated. 

As an ambitious politician, Pat Ryan realizes 
that an eff ective talent pipeline between those en-
tering the job market and existing local industry is 
but one important component of a larger economic 
development strategy. It slows the leakage of local 
young people to other destinations. In a sense, that’s 
the low-hanging fruit: a good starting point.

The economic niches that are the best fi t with Ul-
ster County’s economic strengths and weaknesses 
have yet to be identifi ed. Nor are the segments of 
these likely to be attracted.

Finally, there’s the attraction mechanisms them-
selves, governmental and otherwise. How does Ryan 
engage the very large population of New York City 
and ex-New York City people in Ulster County’s 
midst to participate in his eff orts?

No one said that fi nding a successful and appropri-
ate path to Ulster County’s economic development 
would be easy. At least Ryan seems to realize that the 
goal is worth the eff ort.   

-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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“some dog did something,” are frivolous and absurd. 
The hound may also be charged with a hate crime ac-
cording to an anonymous source within the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

While it is wrong to assert that a press that follows 
sound journalistic principles of accuracy, indepen-
dence and fairness is an enemy of the people, a “Bi-
ased Press” is, indeed, a threat to the freedom of any 
society. Unfortunately, because of the present politi-
cal climate, far too many in the “Fourth Estate” con-
sider bias virtuous when it is leveled against those 
who disagree with their world view. However, as 
Arizona’s long-deceased former Senator, Barry Gold-
water (who once stated “Extremism in the cause of 
liberty is no vice”) might say, “A politically biased, 
ideological, press is not virtuous.” And if I’m correct 
in my assessment of Goldwater’s sentiments in this 
regard, perhaps, it would not be wrong to suggest 
that...in our hearts we know he is right.

George Civile 
Gardiner

Fact vs opinion, # 50

FACT: Lt. Colonel Alexander Vindman, a member 
of the National Security Council (a top Ukraine ex-
pert for the council); a decorated soldier; recipient 
of the Purple Heart, the Combat Badge and a Ranger 
School Diploma; a 20-year Army veteran, fi red by 
a draft dodging president since he, Vindman, sus-
pected there was something improper to Trump’s 
telephone call to the President of Ukraine, a ‘quid 
pro quo’ arrangement between both presidents; he 
therefore sounded the alarm and was escorted out 
of the White House as if he was a criminal!

OPINION: I want to ask you stalwart men and 
women who think Donald Trump is the ‘Second 
Coming of Christ’, “what do you think your grand-
father and great uncles who fought in World War 
I, your father and uncles who fought in World War 
II, your brothers and cousins who fought in Korea 
and Vietnam and now the Middle East -- how do you 
think they would feel and feel about a tap-dancing, 
draft dodger fi ring a veteran doing his job, uphold-
ing the principles of his country that he (Trump) 
himself never believed in or experienced and they 
themselves fought for? How do you think they feel 
or would feel if they were still alive? Speak up. I want 
to hear how you, their sons, daughters granddaugh-
ters of veterans, neighbors, who laid their lives on 
the line for this country, think they would feel about 
Trump’s fi ring of Alexander Vindman?”

I know two veterans, one a Korea war veteran 
and the other a Vietnam veteran, whom I just dis-
cussed this very issue with. They both are die-hard 
Trump men, but both of them were highly agitated 
over the dismissal of this decorated war veteran by 
Trump. I know of another veteran, my age who was 
after Korea and before Vietnam, living in Kentucky, 
Trump base, how he felt about this outrageous be-
havior on the part of the President. Inasmuch as he 
is a member of the KKK and a staunch supporter of 
his Lordship, he blew a fi t when he heard about this 
transgression of Trump’s of Lt. Alexander Vindman. 

I believe his Lordship made a crucial mistake here 
when he slammed the military. His bull dozing, ‘my 
way or the highway’ could backfi re in his face, called 
‘blow-back’. The military network is a powerful group 
with friends, relatives, family, stretched through out 
the Sun Belt where Trump goes for his support. 

He solidifi es his strength by going after individuals 
who are out there by themselves (think Romney), if 
they were part of a group or union or a solidifi ed Con-
gress against his behavior, he could not get away with 
this. But he is a bully; he wants his own way with peo-
ple he can control; he is a ‘deconstructor’, a wreaking 
ball, a bulldozer of the existing status quo. He wants to 
make the government over in his fashion. And that is 
a major concern for the American people. (Hitler was 
nothing until he assumed full power and I do not need 
to elaborate as to the fi nale of that situation.)

And the Senate could have brought this charade 
to a halt if they were interested in justice. As I men-
tioned in the last letter, two main reasons why they 
are keeping their mouths shut and I will touch upon 
this again and again and again. He is doing this coun-
try no good. Oh, he throws a bone here and there, 
but behind the scenes he is tearing the previous 
administrative and congressional rulings apart and 
setting the stage for his overthrow of the present gov-
ernment! I recommend the book by Bob Woodward, 
Fear, Trump in The White House, Simon & Schuster, 

1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, 10020. Get 
it and read it. Wake up for Christ’s sake!

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

Corrected letter

I have a follow-up comment regarding Misha Har-
nick’s editorial. Like the writer, I have the same is-
sue. I live on North Manheim Boulevard. I always 
must shovel twice. After the plows come through, 
the compacted snow and ice is shoved up onto the 
already cleared sidewalk. I agree with the writer the 
assessment was exorbitant and unfair. There should 
be care taken by the Public Works Department or 
at the very least consideration given to the home-
owner who by not their fault has to clear the side-
walk a second time. Last year, I was sick with the fl u 
and had a 104 fever. I found someone to shovel the 
snow, well begged them really, and paid $40. Sure 
enough, the plows shoved the compacted snow onto 
the sidewalk, and I had to have it re-shoveled, pay-
ing another $40. As the writer’s arguments make a 
good case asking that the Village provide a courtesy 
to notify the homeowner before fi ning an excessive 
penalty as there may be extenuating circumstances 
(illness, broken equipment or another very valid rea-
son -- perhaps, even a death in the family). Where is 
the compassion? Why can’t the public works deoart-
menttake a little extra care. I am also 65 years old, 
a senior citizen. A fi ne of $415 would impact me se-
verely fi nancially, as well it probably would to every 
homeowner in the Village.

 Marybeth Bannon
New Paltz

The MLK Day Celebration of Service 
was a success

On behalf of UlsterCorps, I would like to express 
our profound gratitude to the speakers, musicians, 
sponsors, supporters and volunteers who made our 
11th annual MLK Day Celebration of Service such a 
great success: speakers County Executive Pat Ryan; 
Congressman Antonio Delgado; Pete Shults, Ulster 
Savings Foundation; Rev. Evelyn Clarke, honoring 
the memory of Esther Taylor-Evans; and Jon Ny-
quist, honoring the memory of Tom Nyquist; musi-
cians The Mead Mountain Resonators; Marji Zintz; 
Jason Sarubbi, Split Rock Studio; our sponsors Ulster 
Savings Bank; Anderson Center for Autism; Com-
munity Foundations of the Hudson Valley; Family 
of Woodstock; People’s Place; Ulster Literacy Asso-
ciation; Raising HOPE; Assemblymember Kevin Ca-
hill; Rondout Valley Lions Club; Green Cottage for 
the beautiful centerpieces; Adams Fairacre Farms; 
Agnes Devereux Catering; Blue Mountain Bistro-to-
Go; Bread Alone Bakery; Cucina; Deborah & Michael 
DeWan; Dutchess Creamery; Garden Cafe; Hudson 
Valley Farm Hub; Main Course Catering; Shindig; 
Tops & Yum Yum Noodles for the feast; The Bakery; 
Hudson Valley Current; Marysa Sacerdote Jewelry; 
Mother Earth’s Storehouse; Rosendale Cafe; Rosen-
dale Theatre; Signature Fitness; Stone River Gear; 
Vitality Yoga for the great raffl  e prizes; the volun-
teers from Bard’s Class of 2023 and Center for Civic 
Engagement and our amazing UlsterCorps U-Team 

and Board for all your help with the event; Anne 
Coleman for the great photos; and most of all, to the 
volunteers we honored throughout the day for your 
service to our community.

Beth McLendon Albright, Director
UlsterCorps

E Pluribus Unum

Timothy Snyder, the Yale history professor and au-
thor of the New York Times #1 bestseller On Tyranny, 
recently said a number of things we should all take to 
heart: “It’s horrible that these people [who’ve lost po-
sitions and reputations after standing up to Trump] 
have faced consequences. The rest of us should feel 
solidarity with them, and try to make it understood 
that those consequences are worth something, that 
we hear them -- that we will do something about it.

 “We have a long tradition of recognizing heroes 
as the people who resist power. Freedom isn’t a ride 
you take; it’s something you have to take hold of. A 
lot of us have to be willing to dissent. When a lot of 
us dissent, it’s no longer dissent -- it’s opposition, 
and people aren’t so lonely, and more people can 
have courage. Because you can pick on a hundred 
people, but it’s a lot harder to pick on a million.”

Right on! There’s strength in numbers, and none 
in numbness. If all of us with eyes to see, hearts to 
feel, and hands to join rise up together in opposi-
tion, we can slay the dragon.

We’ll do it by organizing, by marching, by protest-
ing, by rallying, by candlelight-vigiling and doorbell-
ringing and letter-writing, by speaking loudly and 
clearly to our government and gently but forcefully 
to our children -- especially those of voting age -- and 
then by going to the polls, en masse but as one, and 
restoring the United States as the Land of Opportu-
nity rather than the land of opportunism, a nation 
united and not a nation divided. 

After all, we’re the UNITED States. And our motto 
is “E Pluribus Unum”: “Out of Many, One.”

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

Direct Cremation Available
Starting at $1800 
plus $340 crematory fee

Call or visit for further details
481 Gidney Ave., Newburgh, NY 12550

845.561.8300
www.brooksfh.com

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 394 MADISON 
LLC. Art. Of Org. 
fi led with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/06/19. Offi  ce in 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 34 CARRELIS 
RD SAUGERTIES, NY, 
12477. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualifi ca-
tion of La Luna Hors-
es, LLC. Authority 
fi led with NY Dept. 
of State on 12/20/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. Principal 
business address: 111 
Guilford Schoolhouse 
Rd., New Paltz, NY 
12561. LLC formed 
in DE on 12/6/19. NY 
Sec. of State desig-
nated agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served and shall mail 
process to: c/o WHI 
Trust Company, 191 
N. Wacker Dr., Suite 
1500, Chicago, IL 
60606. DE address 
of LLC: c/o National 
Registered Agents, 
Inc., 160 Greentree 
Dr., Suite 101, Dover, 
DE 19904. Cert. of 
Form. fi led with DE 
Sec. of State, 401 Fed-
eral St., Dover, DE 
19901. Purpose: all 

lawful purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE
3450 PARK WEST-
ERN LLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 12/18/19. Off . 
Loc. : Erie Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 5453 South-
western Boulevard, 
Hamburg, NY 14075. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): El 
Padrino Holdings LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 1/1/2020. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: El Pa-
drino Holdings LLC, 
20 S Mountain Rd, 
Wallkill, NY 12589. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
38 HANRATTY, LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
10/18/19. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 

served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 40 Hanratty 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
Rami Realty LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of
State of New York 
(SSNY) on January 13, 
2020. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Rami Realty LLC, 
51 Dubois Rd Fl 1, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful  
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
ABCD RENOVA-
TIONS, LLC, Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/14/2020. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 26 
Blossom Hill Drive, 
Marlboro, NY 12542. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LLC 

Articles of Organiza-
tion for PHOENIX 
THE YOGA MOVE-
MENT, LLC were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York on 
January 16, 2020. The 
offi  ce of the company 
is located in Ulster 
County. The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
upon which process 
may be served and a 
copy of process shall 
be mailed by the 
Secretary of State to 
the LLC at Phoenix 
The Yoga Movement, 
LLC, 30 Jenkins Lane, 
Highland, New York 
12528. Purpose: for 
any lawful activity for 
which limited liabil-
ity companies may 
be formed under the 
law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
SUGARSHACK MUSH-
ROOMS LLC Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
(01/09/20). Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to:  ALISA JA-
VITS, PO 552, NEW 
PALTZ, NY12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
TURNOUT, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
SSNY on 1/9/2020. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent for process & 
shall mail copy to the 
LLC: 15 Cottage LN, 
Rosendale, NY 12472. 
Purpose: Any lawful.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEAUTIFUL HUGUE-
NOT STREET, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/22/20.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Anthony Savino, 8 
Huguenot Street, 
Apartment 1, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose:
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
GINGER SQUARE LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. 
of State of NY 12/23/19. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 43 Basin 
Road, West Hurley, 
NY 12491. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 218 Main New Paltz, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 1/8/20. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
Rodin Legal, P.C., 215 
E 58th St, 4th Fl, NY, 
NY 10022. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
First Capital Property 
Group, LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 1/8/2020. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: First Capital 
Property Group LLC, 
PO Box 201, Stone 
Ridge, NY 12484. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 

date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Name: 32 North 
Chestnut LLC, fi led 
with the SSNY on 
12/17/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
domestic LLC may 
be served shall mail 
process to the LLC, 
537 State Route 208, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Name: Virginia 
Property Holdings 
LLC, fi led with the 
SSNY on 12/03/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the domestic 
LLC may be served 
shall mail process to 
the LLC, 537 State 
Route 208, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ORGANI-
ZATION-of-
5 MILE HILL ROAD, 
LLC
A Limited Liability 
Company
FIRST:  The name of 
the Limited Liability 
Company is 5 MILE 
HILL ROAD, LLC 
(hereinafter referred 
to as the “Compa-
ny”).
SECOND:  The Ar-
ticles of Organization 
of the Company were 
duly fi led with the 
Secretary of State on 
January 21, 2020.
THIRD:  The County 
within the State of 
New York in which 
the offi  ce of the Com-
pany is to be located 
is Ulster County.
FOURTH:  The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the Company 
may be served. The 
post offi  ce address 
which the Secretary 
of State shall mail 
process is:
464 Old Indian Road
Milton, New York  
12547
FIFTH:  The Com-
pany does not have a 
specifi c date of disso-
lution in addition to 
the events of dissolu-
tion set forth by law.
SIXTH:  The purpose 
of the business of the 
Company is: 
To purchase, acquire, 
buy, sell, own, trade 
in, hold, develop, 
lease, manage, sub-

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF TAX SALE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York at a Regular Meeting held on the 22nd day of January, 2020, the undersigned, the Village Treasurer of the 
Village of New Paltz will sell at public auction in the manner provided by law on the 2nd day of March, 2020 at 10:00AM and 
on succeeding days, if necessary, at the office of the Treasurer of the Village of New Paltz, Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue, 
New Paltz, New York, so much of each of the following parcels of real estate upon which Village taxes remain unpaid as will 
be sufficient to discharge the tax, interest and charges thereon which may be due at the time of the sale.
Each purchases at such tax sale shall pay the amount of bid to the Village Treasurer within ten days after the sale and upon 
such payment the treasurer shall give to the purchaser a certificate in writing describing the real property purchased and 
sum paid thereof.
The following is a list of the lots, pieces and parcels of real estate to be paid together with the statement of the amount of the 
tax, interest and charges thereon and the record owner thereof.
NANCY BRANCO, TREASURER
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ

UNPAID TAX REPORT BY SECTION-BLOCK-LOT AS OF 02/18/2020

Village of New Paltz

Owner Name
SWIS: 513801

Section-Blk-Lot Bill # Unpaid Tax 
Amount

Penalty 
Amount

Adv Fee Ret Ck
Fee

Total Amount 
Due

18-20 North Chestnut Street LL 86.127-1-9 16 $2,050.10 $246.01 $10.00 $0.00 $2,306.11

Cahill Thomas 86.33-2-13.-31 172 $311.91 $37.43 $10.00 $0.00 $359.34

Coleman Cecile 86.33-2-13.-15 224 $601.72 $72.21 $10.00 $0.00 $683.93

Fantini Lino 86.34-2-4 325 $1,341.96 $161.04 $10.00 $0.00 $1,513.00

Findlay E. Blake 78.82-2-24.200 338 $20.63 $2.48 $10.00 $0.00 $33.11

LALO GROUP, INC. 86.34-4-13.100 516 $1,333.12 $159.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,503.09

Lin Grace Tung Trust 86.33-3-29 535 $1,299.72 $155.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,465.69

Lyra Home, LLC 86.42-3-14 582 $1,066.40 $127.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,204.37

Mack William 86.34-6-3.-20 583 $628.74 $75.45 $10.00 $0.00 $714.19

Radha Madhav Limited 86.34-3-16 787 $1,115.52 $133.86 $10.00 $0.00 $1,259.38

Riccardi Carolyn 86.33-2-13.-82 807 $405.24 $48.63 $10.00 $0.00 $463.87

SVL Properties LLC 86.41-2-12.200 993 $2,117.68 $254.12 $10.00 $0.00 $2,381.80

Tarter Austi L 86.33-2-13.-134 1002 $282.44 $33.89 $10.00 $0.00 $326.33

TNT, LLC 86.34-6-16.312 1014 $416.05 $49.93 $10.00 $0.00 $475.98

Yeshouroune Dana 86.26-4-14 1104 $1,052.15 $126.26 $10.00 $0.00 $1,188.41

Total For 513801 $14,043.38 $1,685.21 $150.00 $0.00 $15,878.59

TOTAL $14,043.38 $1,685.21 $150.00 $0.00 $15,878.59
*Partial Payment Due
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divide and otherwise 
deal in and with the 
real property and im-
provements and to 
do any and all things 
necessary, conve-
nient, or incidental to 
that purpose.
KEVIN P. BARRY, 
ESQ.
40 Garden Street, 
Suite 303
Poughkeepsie, New 
York  12601
845-454-5705

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
BEARSVILLE CEN-
TER RECORDING 
STUDIOS, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to : PO BOX 
7, BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of forma-
tion of Limited Li-
ability Company 
(LLC): BEARSVILLE 
RECORDS, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to : PO BOX 
7, BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 

of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
BEARSVILLE CEN-
TER RECORDS, LLC, 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/18/2019. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to : PO BOX 
7, BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
BEARSVILLE RE-
CORDING STUDIOS, 
LLC, Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/18/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to : PO BOX 7, 
BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
KELLY LAND DEVEL-
OPMENT LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/22/2020. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 36 Halcyon Rd, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
BOWDOWN FARM, 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 01/23/2020. Of-
fi ce loc: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Can-
dida Ellis, 110 Norma 
Court, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SWISHER ENTER-
PRISES, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 01/13/2020. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 3995 US 
Highway 209, Stone 
Ridge, NY 12484. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act 
or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
POUGHKEEPSIE CUS-
TOM WOODWORKS 
LLC. Art/Org.
fi led w/SSNY on 
4/25/12. Offi  ce loc: Ul-
ster Cty. SSNY desig. 
for
svc/proc at 7014 13 
Ave #202, Bklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): OF-
FICE FOR CURATO-
RIAL WONDERS LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/3/2020. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 

mail a copy of process 
to: Jens Hoff mann  27 
River Park Dr., New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of PIONEER DELIV-
ERY SERVICES LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/27/2020. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, P.O. Box 
743, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
BLACKBIRD TREE 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/31/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, P.O. Box 
2367, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

 LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of ScottTs LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
02/12/2020. Offi  ce Lo-
cation  76 Clinton Ave, 
Salt Point NY 12578 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 76 Clinton Ave. 
Salt Point NY 12578.

LEGAL NOTICE
HOFFMAN HOUSE 

RESTAURANT LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/17/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY to mail copy of 
process to The LLC, 
539 Delaware Av-
enue #1,Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
CARLA ROZMAN 
GRAPHIC DESIGN, 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/27/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 17 John 
Street,Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF APPROV-
AL OF APPLICATION 
BY 
FOREIGN LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
FOR AUTHORITY 
TO TRANSACT BUSI-
NESS IN 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK. 
1. The name of the 
LLC is EMPATHIC 
SOUL HOLDINGS 
LLC. 
2. Articles of Organi-
zation were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of Texas 
on October 7, 2019. 
3. The application of 
the LLC to transact 
business in the State 
of New York was ap-
proved by the Sec-
retary of State of the 
State of New York on 
February 5, 2020. 
4. The county within 
New York State in 
which the LLC is to 
be located is Ulster 
County. 
5. The LLC has desig-

nated the Secretary 
of State of the State of 
New York as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. The 
address to which a 
copy of any process 
against the LLC shall 
be mailed is 1611 Mis-
souri Street, Houston, 
Texas 77006. 
6. The LLC may pur-
sue any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
ride on time taxi ser-
vice LLC. Arts. of Org. 
fi led with SSNY on 
02/13/2020. Offi  ce lo-
cation Ulster County. 
SSNY desg. as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY mail 
process to 591 Rt 44/55 
Highland N.Y. 12528.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 
York, on the applica-
tion of Brown, James 
& Meryl. Applicant is 
seeking a lot line revi-
sion to acquire .336 
acres from neighbor-
ing property, SBL 
79.2-1-7.200, to pro-
vide suffi  cient accom-
modation for the con-
struction of a future 
garage.
The public hearing will 
take place at the Town 
of Lloyd Town Hall on 
Thursday, February 
27, 2020 at 7:00PM, or 
as soon thereafter as 
may be heard.
Date: February 11, 
2020
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 117, 
Monday through Fri-
day, 8:30am – 4:30pm, 
or email us at dbar-
ton@townofl loyd.com

Help keep local 
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever.  
The best way to support us...
Read our paper every week.

SUBSCRIBE AT:
hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe

or call Tobi & Amy at (845)334-8200  
for more info.
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Theresa Cuff
ROSENDALE- Theresa M. Cuff, 66, of Rosendale died Tuesday, 
Jan. 28, 2020 at her home. She was born in Brooklyn on March 
1, 1953 a daughter of Ethel M. O’Leary Navarra and the late  
Ernest A. Navarra. A long time area resident, Terry was the 
self employed owner of Theresa Cuff Realty. She had pre-
viously served as President for the Ulster County Board of  
Realtors, and was the Past President of the Catholic Daughters of  
America in Kingston. Terry was also President of her  
family’s food concession business. In addition to her mother of  
Ulster Park, she is survived by her husband of 45 years, Frank 
Cuff, Sr.; three sons, Frankie Cuff, Jr. and Jessica of Ulster Park,  
Christopher Cuff and Danielle of Port Ewen, and Ernie Cuff and  
Emily Clausi, of Kingston; a sister, JoAnn Navarra of Rosendale; two brothers, Ernest  
Navarra and Linda of  Rosendale and Vincent Navarra of Accord. Also survived by grandchildren,  
Abagael, Aiden, Olivia, Emma, Mia, Lily; and several nieces and nephews.

Her funeral took place on Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020, at the George J. Moylan Funeral Home, 
Inc., 2053 Route 32, Rosendale. The family suggest memorial donations to Bloomington Fire 
- Department Commitment to Kids, P.O. Box 223, Bloomington, N.Y., 12411. (www.GJMoy-
lanFuneralHome.com) http://www.lastingmemories.com/theresa-m-cuff
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by Christina Coulter

R
OSENDALE CLOWN DAGEN Julty, who 
goes by “Clown Lovejoy,” sees himself as 
proud heir to a grand and positive tradi-
tion.

Clowns were a fi xture centuries before P.T. Bar-
num traveled the country with a menagerie of exotic 
animals and unusual people, including clowns. Ac-
cording to Julty, a profound cultural shift in recent 
years culminated in “the clown scare” of 2016, when 
children and some adults reported sightings of “kill-
er clowns” in various woods and other locales. The 
clown had become a fi gure of phobia rather than a 
bringer of happiness.

Clowning has a checkered historic past. Because 
they had already deprecated themselves by their 
calling, clowns didn’t have to live by the social rules. 
They were predestined to be fools. In hierarchical 
societies, their status was very useful. According to 
lore, it was a clown who made a gesture that con-
vinced emperor Ch’in Shin Huang-Ti that whitewash-
ing the entire length of the Great Wall of China was a 
poor plan. The clown painted a phallus on the struc-
ture. Only a clown could get away with a gesture like 
that.

Julty’s calling, he says, includes more than bring-
ing levity to his immediate surroundings. His job is 
to spread the art and the spirit of the clown to who-
ever has the capacity to receive that gift. “That’s a 
clown’s role, to reach into the darkness and bring 
light there,” he said. “But the role of the clown has 
been distorted. Times are so dark now, no one wants 
to hear someone say ‘Let’s be happy.’”

Julty, 66, has not only undertaken the uncertain 
path of clowning himself, but he also leads clown 
hopefuls in their search for their innate performa-
tive personae.

“I help people fi nd their inner-clown charac-
ter that’s an intrinsic part of their personality — [I] 
take people on a guided meditation [to fi nd it],” ex-
plained Julty. “They slowly realize, ‘I’m a shy clown, 
I want to celebrate my shy side,’ or ‘I’m a bumbling 
clown.’ Then [we go] out in the world, we either go 
to a supermarket or a town square, or if it’s close, 
a hospital. That’s one place that’s very important to 
go — clowns can heal through humor and absurdity.”

J
ULTY WAS BORN to “very, very liberal” New 
York City parents who “encouraged him 
when the hippies came along.” After mas-
tering a number of instruments — he started 

with the fl ute, piano and guitar before clowning led 
him to take on the banjo, ukulele, pennywhistle, 
accordion and a world of noisemakers — he spent 
most of his adult life as a private music teacher for 
children and aspiring adults, including a stint at the 
Woodstock Day School. It was there that a friend of 
his who was a clown asked him why he didn’t be-
come an entertainer who educates rather than an 
educator who entertains.

“We think of clowns as coming from another di-

mension, and they do. They come from the world of 
the inner child, they’re adults who are, who have an 
allegiance to their inner child, and that is something 
that children need,” said Julty. “Children need to 
see adults who still acknowledge the power of inno-
cence and youth, and adults need to remember that 
we don’t need to be adult and serious all the time 
Clowns have become in the eyes of many a fi gure of 
phobia rather than a bringer of happiness -- it’s okay 
to be goofy, it’s okay to make mistakes, and it’s okay 
to be funny.”

In 1992 he took a clowning class with Wavy Gravy, 
the offi  cial clown of the Grateful Dead most known 
for his role at the 1969 Woodstock Festival managing 
the throngs through levity Asked what he and his en-
tourage would use for crowd control at the event, he 
replied that they would be outfi tted with cream pies 
and seltzer bottles.

Julty’s original persona, Happy Dan the Music 
Man, was conceived two years later in 1994. Happy 
Dan was “a merrymaker,” All clowns are merrymak-
ers, Julty said, but not all merrymakers are clowns. 
For 20 years, Happy Dan taught children to play and 
craft instruments. He worked primarily in western 
Massachusetts.

Before arriving at his current stage name, Julty ex-
perimented with the names Jolti and Oglesby. The 
inspiration for his current name came when he was 
performing at the fi rst Women’s March on Washing-
ton a few years back. “I had, up to that point, been 

working with the name Oglesby,” he said. “Here 
I was, at the Women’s March, and these women 
said, ‘We love your outfi t, thank you for coming 
and cheering things up, what is your name?’ I didn’t 
want to say Oglesby, and Julty just popped into my 
head — it just fi t.”

Julty’s acts are largely improvised. All the objects 
in his studio — from long written lists of adjectives, 
verbs and nouns (for example, he has a list of 80 
synonyms for “idiot,” including some that he coined 
himself ) are prompts to incite the creation of his ma-
terial.

“Improvisation is a muscle,” he explained. “Over 
the years I’ve been improvising with the clowning 
with music, with art, with dance, with wordplay. Ev-
ery time I practice, I get a little bit more fi nesse, a 
little more creative.”

At a recent open mic – next to subways, Julty’s fa-
vorite performance venues -- he asked an audience 
member choose random phrases like, “Whom can 
you trust?” and “What is the meaning of life?” out 
of a hat. Julty tried to respond in ways that were 
both funny and pithy. He fi nished the performance 
with an improvised performance poetry piece, in-
terspersed with a jazz fl ute accompaniment that 
seemed eff ortless.

“W
HAT I’M LOOKING for is rel-
evance,” he explained. “I still 
haven’t fi gured out what my 
message to the world is, be-

cause it’s so diff erent. If I were clowning to the era 
of my youth, my message would be Be Happy. Now 
people would say, ‘How could we be happy, when 
we have this president or this climate threat or these 
people doing these horrible things?’ ”

Julty wants to form a traveling circus. “It’s not go-
ing to just be clowns,” he said. “[I want] tap dancers, 
jugglers, creative people,” he said. “We’re all going 
to be part of the same page, if anyone wants to join a 
troupe and save the world.”

He intends on hosting a clowning workshop in 
May. Those interested in attending, joining a circus 
troupe. or hearing clown wisdom can contact Julty 
at clownlovejoy@gmail.com or at 633-2060. Exam-
ples of his performances are available on his You-
Tube channel, Clown Lovejoy.

Julty described the range of reactions that he re-
ceives when he performs. “There’s a whole popu-
lation of people who will not look at me, but they 
peek at me through side glances,” he said. “They feel 
uncomfortable with the clown, they don’t feel safe. 

“Then there are people who have always wanted 
to be clowns, and here’s one, and they look at me 
with a sense of ‘Can I do this, too?’ 

“There’s children, and some children are too so-
phisticated and they won’t look at me, but most chil-
dren will check me out and ask, ‘Are you bullshit-
ting or are you real?’ And because I’m Lovejoy the 
Clown, I’m real. That’s my favorite, getting a wink or 
a twinkle from a kid.” ++

Finding the inner clown
Dagen Julty, a.k.a. Clown Lovejoy, seeks to spread art and spirit

Clown Lovejoy at work.
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