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Outbreak breaks out
New coronavirus spreads more rapidly than had been anticipated

The rapidly spreading novel 

coronavirus (Covid 19) is in some 
ways like the flu, but unfortunately 
it’s at least ten times more lethal to 
those who contract it. Influenza kills 

about one-tenth of one percent of people who get 
it. The death rate for cases of the novel coronavirus 
seems to be somewhere between one and two per-
cent. We don’t know for sure because at the start of 
an outbreak the apparent mortality rate can be an 
overestimate if a lot of mild cases are being missed.   
We’re only at the beginning stages of finding out 
how this dangerous pathogen behaves and what we 
can do to slow its transmission. There are no known 
or divulged cases of Covid 19 in Ulster County as 
of Wednesday, March 3 — four people who visited 
China and returned to Ulster voluntarily self-iso-
lated for 14 days and were found to be free of the 
virus. But we note with apprehension the number 
of new cases nearer and nearer to where we live. 
This new threat is likely to exert an increasingly 
profound influence on human lives for some time.

Influenza as a menace to public health has 
been around a lot longer. The federal government 

and the states have accumulated sophisticated 
data-gathering systems to monitor its incidence. 
A very rough estimate is that this season 40 
million Americans contracted a strain of it from 
the first beginnings of the flu season in October 
through late February. Of those afflicted with flu 
this year, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
has estimated, about half have sought medical 
advice. A half-million people — roughly one in 
every 80 cases — have required hospitalization. 
And somewhere between 30,000 and 40,000 in-
fluenza-related deaths will be recorded nationally.
State health departments keep track of the numbers 
by county. The New York State Flu Tracker updates 
its online data weekly. As of the week ending Febru-
ary 22, there were 131,604 positive influenza labora-
tory reports in New York State. In the same period, 
392 flu cases had been reported in Ulster County. 
There were only 28 Ulster County flu cases during 
the early weeks of the season through the end of 
2019. The weekly count of new cases in the county 
since then increased from 17 the first week of 2020 to 
a peak of 78 new cases in the week ending February 
8. Since then, the weekly numbers have begun to 

drop: 66 Ulster County new cases in the week ending 
February 15 and 51 in the week ending February 22.
If the usual pattern of seasonal incidence holds, 
there’ll be about 150 more Ulster County flu cases 
before the end of this year’s season. That total will be 
modestly higher than last year’s flu season, but signifi-
cantly lower than each of the two seasons prior to that.    
Some neighboring counties have been heavier hit 
by the flu than others. Despite having less than 
a third of Ulster’s population, Delaware County 
has had more confirmed flu cases than Ulster this 
year. The same for Sullivan County. The more ur-
banized parts of the New York metropolitan area 
have had more cases per thousand of population 
this year, with Bronx County the most afflicted.

New York State gears up
New York State and county health authorities 

have lots of experience handling emerging infec-
tious diseases. The state’s hospitals say that they 
are prepared to handle any patient who presents 
with coronavirus. All facilities follow strict infec-
tious disease protocols that begin with immediately 
isolating the patient so that staff and the public are 
kept safe. After an incomprehensible period of bu-
reaucratic delay, not just the CDC but also the states 
now have access to Covid 19 test kits, which expedite 
diagnosis, and state labs can evaluate the results.
In a further development on Monday, governor An-

C H R I S T I N A  C O U L T E R

A night at The Exchange.

ON THE 
NEWS
Ice arena glimpses seen on 
CBS national telecast

O n-ice vignettes and burgeoning 

hockey players from Saugerties graced 
living room television screens nation-
wide for approximately 40 seconds 
last Friday on the CBS Evening News.

Spurred by the viral story of a 42-year-old Ca-
nadian Zamboni driver stepping in as emergency 
goaltender for the Carolina Hurricanes and block-
ing eight out of 10 shots in a win against the Maple 
Leafs, CBS correspondent Steve Hartman, known 
for his award-winning series “Everyone has a Story” 
and his current series “On the Road,” set out to 
determine and demonstrate whether an “average 
Joe” — a role he took up himself — could easily 
pick up the goalie position in a pinch. (The answer 
was, resoundingly, no). The only position that he 
had held in hockey, he said in the special, was as a 
“hockey dad.” Hartman is a Catskill resident and 
the Saugerties rink is the closest ice opportunity. 
Thus, b-roll footage from the Kiwanis Ice Arena, 
where Hartman’s nine-year-old son Emmett plays 
in the six-and-up Rookie League, was folded into the 
segment, which aired Friday night on the Evening 
News with Norah O’Donnell.
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Felony drunken driving
Bayro J. Mazariego of Saugerties, 37, was charged 

with a felony DWI and a misdemeanor for refusing 
to submit to a chemical alcohol test on Feb. 25, town 
police said. According to police, an open can of beer 
was in his vehicle when he was apprehended by 
police on Malden Turnpike; officers responded to 
the location in response to a phoned-in complaint 
of a swerving vehicle.

According to police, Mazariego reportedly told 
officers that he was not feeling well during his 

booking and was transported to HealthAlliance 
Hospitals in Kingston. He will appear in town 
court this month.

Flight attempt falls short
A Saugerties man who, town police allege, pelted 

a woman at Mirabella’s with a full shot glass after 
shoving her and then chasing her into the parking lot 
was arrested by officers at nearly 1 a.m. on March 1.

According to police, Brian J. Ciarlante, 29, was 
taken into custody after attempting to evade police 
on foot. Ultimately, police said, two officers were 
needed to subdue Ciarlante, who was charged with 
the misdemeanors of second-degree obstruction of 

governmental administration and resisting arrest, as 
well as the violation of second-degree harassment. 
He will appear in village court on March 16.

When push comes to …
Marva Jo Voerg of Saugerties, 47, was charged 

with second-degree harassment on Feb. 26 after 
allegedly pushing a victim to the ground, resulting in 
a head injury. She was processed at police headquar-
ters and released on her own recognizance, police 
said, after a town court judge issued a no-harass 
order of protection on the victim’s behalf.

- Compiled by Christina Coulter

POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
GEEX INDUSTRIES 2, Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 02/07/2020. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: GEEX 
INDUSTRIES 2 138 ELM 
STREET SAUGERTIES NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
GALEANO ENTERPRISES 

LLC filed Art. Of  Org with SSNY 
02/25/2020. Office location: Ul-
ster County, SSNY is designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of such process 
to 455 Old Route 32, Saugerties, 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed Bids for the purchase 

of a 2020 Dodge 3500 
Crew Cab Utility Truck 4x4 
will be received, by Village of 
Saugerties, at the office of the 
Village Clerk, Village Hall, 43 
Partition Street, Saugerties, 
NY until 10:00am on Friday, 
March 20, 2020 at which 
time the Bids received will be 
publicly opened and read.  A 
copy of the vehicle bid speci-
fications can be picked up at 
the Village Hall located at 43 
Partition Street, Saugerties, 
NY 12477. The vehicle must 
be delivered to the Village of 
Saugerties. Manufacturer parts 
and service for the vehicle must 
be available within 15 miles of 
the municipality. The Village 
Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all 
bids. All bids will be received in 
accordance with Chapter 605 
of the Laws of the State of NY. 

For more information contact 
the Village Clerk, Lisa Mayone 
845 246-2321

LEGAL NOTICE
H E N RY  P R O P E R T Y 

MANAGEMENT LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 1/23/2019. Office in 
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to 997 Kings Hwy., Saugerties, 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
T-M Ferry Properties, 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
12/6/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to PO Box 
479, Rosendale, NY 12472. 
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
AIMM Property Services, 

LLC. Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. Of State NY (SSNY) 
10/07/2019. Office Location: 
Greene County. SSNY is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against may be 

served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: 3195 Sleepy 
Hollow Road, Unit 2037, Athens 
NY 12015

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of a 

limited liability company  [LLC]: 
Applewood Scientific, LLC , Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York, [SSNY] on 02/02/2020.  
Office location Ulster County, 
SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served, SSNY shall mail a 
copy of the process to:  C/O 
Applewood Scientific, LLC 188 
Fishcreek Road, Saugerties, NY 
12477.   Purpose, any Lawful 
Purpose, Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Village of Saugerties Plan-
ning Board will hold a public 
hearing on March 11, 2020 
at 6:30 pm in the Municipal 

LEGAL NOTICES

Building, 43 Partition Street, 
Hooks Room of the Fire Depart-
ment. The purpose of the public 
hearing is to receive comment 
on the Site Plan and Special 
Use permit application for The 
Ellenbogen Group, 32 Partition 
Street, Saugerties, NY. 

Copies of the application and 
plans are available for viewing 
at the Clerk’s office. 

All interested parties will 
be heard. 

Lisa Mayone 
Village Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Annual Election of the Village 
of Saugerties, NY will be held in 
the Municipal Building, 43 Parti-
tion Street, on Wednesday, the 
18th of March 2020, with polls 
being open between the hours 
of NOON and 9:00PM EST. 

At such election the following 
persons will be seeking the of-
fices of Village Trustee.

New Vision Party
Trustee 
For a term of two years 10

VINCENT BUONO, LATHAM 
CIRCLE, SAUGERTIES, NY 
12477

DONALD HACKETT, 19 MON-
TROSS STREET, SAUGERTIES, 
NY 12477

TERRY PAR IS IAN,  27 
LATHAM CIRCLE, SAUGERTIES, 
NY 12477

Lisa Mayone
Village Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
GEEX INDUSTRIES 1, Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 11/22/2017. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: GEEX 
INDUSTRIES 1 138 ELM 
STREET SAUGERTIES NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date. 

917-204-2544

Call John: 845-551-1998
I’m The Guy To Keep You Dry

             • Basement Waterproofing
       • Crawl Space Repairs

 • Dehumidification
 • Structural Repair

   • Mold Remediation

CALL JAY: 845-742-4068
www.FoamcoInc.com

• New Construction
• Additions
• Renovations

• Existing Homes
• Crawl Spaces
• Attics

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly
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published 52 times a year by Ulster Publishing Co., Inc., 322 Wall St., 
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mailing offi  ce. Postmaster: Send address changes to: Saugerties Times, 
PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402-3329.
Subscriptions are $45 per year in-county, $40 senior citizen rate, $50 out 
of county. E-Subscriptions are $25 per year.
To learn more go to hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe 
Saugerties Times is distributed at $1.50 per copy at Saugerties area 
newsstands. 
Contact: 845-334-8200 or saugertiestimes@gmail.com.
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Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

Raise the roof and 
have some fun
Caribbean festival looking to set a date for 
August

The third annual “Taste of the 

Caribbean” carnival is planned for 
Aug. 15 but the approval of the Sau-
gerties village board is needed for 
the event, carnival director Martin 

Dunkley said at the board’s regular meeting on 
Feb. 3.

If all goes according to plan, the music, colors, 
aromas and tastes of the island will grace Cantine 
Field following a parade, said Dunkley. He’s the 
owner of Seasoned Delicious, which sells Carib-
bean foods and products through groceries and 
supermarkets.

The planned parade “will take place on a much 
larger scale, including Washington Avenue, Main 
Street, and then up Market Street,” Dunkley said. 
Last year, it just went up Washington Avenue, he 
said. It’s planned to start at 10 a.m.

The parade already has approval from the police 
department and from Cantine Field.

Mayor William Murphy said the choice of a 
Saturday rather than a Sunday could be problem-
atic, as businesses would be open, and the parade 
could interfere with their operations. Dunkley felt 
the event could increase the sales of Saugerties 
businesses if it were held on a Saturday. He was 
also sensitive to church observances on Sunday: 
“We didn’t want to interfere with that,” he said.

Murphy was encouraging. “I believe we can make 
this work,” he said. “The first thing would be to do 
due diligence and go to business owners.” 

The mayor suggested that the board hold off 
on approval until the business owners had been 
contacted. He noted that restaurants and bars — 
businesses fairgoers would most likely patronize 
— would be open on Sunday. 

Would Dunkley consider holding the event on 
Sunday? He said it would be difficult to change the 
date, as “we already have our marketing stuff out 
there.” He agreed to discuss his plans with businesses 
and continue discussions with the board.

W I K I C O M M O N S  M E D I A

VILLAGE BOARD BRIEFS

Fire-truck shopping

The village fire department 

wants to buy a new ladder truck to 
replace the 29-year-old model it has 
now. Fire chief Chris Wade said the 
old truck lacks the safety features 

and new technology available on newer models. It 
does not meet the current codes for new fire trucks, 
he explained. 

The model the department is looking at, a 
Rosenbauer Viper 75, has a center-mounted ladder 
rather than a rear-mounted one. Trucks with a 
rear-mounted ladder must be facing uphill, he said, 
which increases their setup time, Wade explained.

Blake Garrison, president of Palenville-based 
Garrison Fire and Rescue Corp., dealer of fire equip-
ment, backed Wade up. “The safety standard is set 
by NFPA [National Fire Protection Association]. 
Since the time that truck was purchased in 1991, 
there have been somewhere between five and six 
safety standard revisions,” he said. 

“Besides the safety standards there have been 
EPA [Environmental Protection Agency] emissions 
standards which you probably have dealt with with 
your highway department emissions,” Garrison 
added. “This [fire truck] is pre-emissions. This is 

what in the industry is referred to as a ‘dirty engine.’ 
The new ones have higher emissions standards.”

A speed control is incorporated for safety, Gar-
rison said. The truck weighs over 50,000 pounds. 
The new trucks also have sensors that can recog-
nize a potentially dangerous condition such as an 
overextended ladder and prevent it.

The manufacturer of the department’s truck is 
no longer in business, meaning that parts are hard 
to get and expensive, Garrison added.

While many municipalities solicit bids for major 
purchases, the trend is toward “cooperative purchas-
ing,” through federal or organizational contracts, 
Garrison said. An organization called Sourcewell 
solicits pricing and models from various companies 
and connects municipal purchasers with sellers who 
may best meet their needs. Garrison said he keeps 
Sourcewell up-to-date with models, specifications 
and prices.

Murphy suggested that the next step should be 
a meeting with Sourcewell.

- David Gordon

W I K I C O M M O N S  M E D I A

All for one.
Visit Hudson Valley One and read the best of what 
Ulster Publishing has to offer. Check it out at: 
hudsonvalleyone.com.
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F ine  Wines  and  Sp i r i t s
Rt 212 (CVS Plaza), Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Mon - Sat  10am - 9pm

Sunday  12 - 5pm

  25%
 OFF 

A CASE OF WINE
with this ad only

CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Expires 3/31/20

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER

F I L E  P H O T O

Bobby Bruno

Help keep local 
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever.  
The best way to support us...
Read our paper every week.

SUBSCRIBE AT:
hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe

or call Tobi & Amy at (845)334-8200  
for more info.

SAUGERTIES TIMES

The Bruno case
Ex-restaurateur could get decades behind bars

R obert “Bobby” Bruno, 59, the for-

mer owner of two Saugerties eateries, 
was indicted by an Ulster County grand 
jury on Feb. 25 on charges related to 
an alleged ongoing sexual relationship 

with a minor.
If he’s convicted of these charges and similar 

ones Bruno’s facing in Greene County, a judge could 
conceivably put him in prison for 45 years.

According to the Ulster County District Attor-

ney’s Office, Bruno was charged, following his arrest 
last September, with the felonies of five counts of 
rape — four in the second degree and one in the 
third — and one count of second-degree criminal 
sex act; combined, these charges could lead to a 
maximum of 20 years in prison.

On Dec. 10, 2019, nearly two months after he 
was released on bail from the Ulster County Jail, 
he was charged by state police in Catskill with 
first-degree rape and third-degree course sexual 
conduct against a child, felonies. Bruno is now in 
Albany County Jail on $25,000 bail.

Combined, the charges leveled by Greene County 
authorities could lead to a sentence of 25 years in 
prison. According to Ulster Chief Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Katherine Van Loan, a judge will 
determine whether these sentences will be served 
separately or concurrently.

Van Loan said that the victim reported the 
repeated sexual conduct to Saugerties Police, and 
that the victim had been “familiar with [Bruno]” 
before the abuse took place.

Bruno once owned Delicioso on Partition Street 
and Bruno’s Pizza on Route 9W, both of which have 
been featured in the Saugerties Times.

Both locations have since been closed. Previously, 
Bruno, a Newburgh resident, operated Bruno’s Deli 
and Pizza in Tivoli.

Any individuals who know of or have been vic-
tims of sexual violence can reach out to the Ulster 
County Crime Victims Advocate Program, which 
provides counseling, relocation and safety planning 
services. Their hotline number is (845) 340-3442. 
Any residents with further knowledge of misconduct 
perpetrated by Bruno can contact the Saugerties 
Police Department with details. Their number is 
(845) 246-9800; all calls will be kept confidential.

- Christina Coulter
 

ST. PATRICK’S
CORNED BEEF 
AND CABBAGE 

DINNER
Saturday, March 14th

Trinity Episcopal Church
Rt. 9W Saugerties (Barclay Heights)

Continuous Servings 5 pm - 7 pm
$15.00/Adults, $13.00/Seniors

$7.00/Kids 5 - 12, FREE/Kids under 5
Walk-Ins Welcome * Take-out Available

For take-out and information call church at:
(845) 246-6312, leave message 

SS
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• Personal Injury • Estate Planning • Estate Administration • Divorce/Family Law

• Wills & Trusts • Real Estate • Bankruptcy • Foreclosures • Elder Law • Business Law

www.rwhm.com(845) 331-4100
255 Fair Street, Kingston, NY

(845) 236-4411
1390 Route 9W, Marlboro, NY

Proudly serving the 
Hudson Valley 
for 150 years!

Partners
Daniel M. Martuscello

John G. Rusk
Daniel J. Rusk

Pamela D. Rusk
Jason J. Kovacs

Of Counsel
John J. Wadlin

E. Michael Kavanagh
Daniel G. Heppner

Associates
Christine H. Guido

Melissa Manna-Williams
David Goodge 

Nikolas S. Tamburello

Penny Social

Saturday, 
March 14, 2020

at the

Reformed Church
in

Mt. Marion, NY
Doors open 11:30 am   Calling at 1:00 pm

Refreshments also available

Penny Social

Spreading, in a positive 
sense
Communities in Tennessee, Florida seek to stage their own ‘Hope 
Rocks’ festivals

Amid fears of a viral pandemic, 

Saugertiesians can take solace and 
pride in the spread of something 
more wholesome: the Hope Rocks 
festival, perhaps the only advocacy 

event that addresses both addiction and mental 
health awareness, has tested positive in the hearts 
and minds of event planners in Tennessee and 
Florida.

“The nation is watching us. We have shaken the 
bushes and attracted the attention of communities 
near and far,” said Joe Defino, the Grant D. Morse 
Elementary School teacher who devised the first 
Hope Rocks in 2017 and has since overseen its 
growth. “[I have been] invited to speak to numer-
ous other communities and municipalities about 
Hope Rocks.”

Lyle Fried, the former CEO of the Shores Treat-
ment and Recovery Center and a prominent recovery 
advocate in the state of Florida, was thoroughly 
impressed with the first Hope Rocks festival in 
2017; after serving on a panel informing police 
in Woodstock and Cooperstown in their efforts 
to create diversion programs, he was repeatedly 
directed to the event.

“What I thought was nice was the immediate 
buy-in from the community, the way that Joe was 
able to coalesce all aspects of the community, people 
from all walks of life and kinds of businesses,” he said. 
“I’d love to see it happen in more places. Whatever 
I can do to help Joe realize that I’m happy to help.”

Fried orchestrated a similar event in Miami 
combining music with addiction awareness and 
resources that focused on musicians and their family 
members captured by addiction, called “Rockers 
in Recovery,” for a number of years; after its final 
iteration in 2019, Fried was ready for another mu-
sic-oriented festival. Fried said that while Defino 
had posited a date in March or April of this year, he 
generally likes “a good year of planning.” Currently, 
Fried is seeking out a venue, scoping out treatment 
centers and campgrounds that could be used as 
potential festival sites — he said that he has viewed 
venues “from the Keys up.”

Defino said that the concept of the Hope Rocks 
festival was an instance of “inspiration in desper-
ation.”

“I have had too many former students die due 
to addiction or hopelessness. This is extremely 
unsettling as I entered the teaching profession to 
help build futures rather than to have these beautiful 
kids never getting to see their potential,” he said 
Friday. “Just today, I was looking at one issue of a 
school newspaper we created and four individuals 
who were fifth- or sixth-graders at the time are no 
longer with us. It was a staggering reminder that 
we have so much work to do.”

Steve Wildsmith, a columnist focusing on the 
topic of addiction in The Daily Times, which is 
centered in Maryville, Tenn., and who creates 
content for the Cornerstone of Recovery treatment 
center in Louisville, has also expressed interest in 

orchestrating a Hope Rocks festival in his state. Mike 
Farris, 2015 Grammy winner and ardent partner of 
the Hope Rocks cause, also pushed for an iteration 
of the festival there.

[Defino said that he has advised officials 

in Cold Spring, Rensselaer County and Ellenville.
“When we first sat down and talked about this 

idea, we said that success would be when other 
communities want to copy it. That is awesome, that 
is exciting. To be honest, it has grown faster and 
in ways that I could have never imagined, and we 
do get contacted frequently by community leaders 
and parents around the nation as to how they could 
bring Hope Rocks to their location,” he said. “On 
one hand it’s awesome, on the other hand we really 
feel helpless because there are so many people that 
need help. It’s a huge problem, so in many ways 
we feel really insignificant. The growth has been 
extraordinary.”

The hardest part, Defino said, is getting started: 
“I remind these groups, ‘Start, don’t worry about 
how to get there. Take the first step, start, and 
you’ll be surprised about how well things come 
together. Every community has resources, and it’s 
finding and tapping into those resources that will 
make whatever that community’s vision for Hope 
Rocks come true.”

- Christina Coulter
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. % APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of . % on balances of $25,000 or more is effective as of , 2020. Balances of less than $25,000 earn 0.20% APY. Rates subject 
to change without notice.

**To receive $250 bonus offer owner must open the account with a minimum deposit of $25,000, add direct deposit and use the Bank of Greene County Visa® Debit Card 
three times. Check will be issued within 90 days once all conditions have been met. Limit one offer per household. Value of bonus will be reported to the Internal Revenue 
Service as income on Form 1099. Bank may discontinue this offer at any time without notice.
Account must be opened at our Kingston or Woodstock branches. Account owner must live, work or worship in Ulster, Dutchess or Orange counties.

Valiant effort
Sawyer girls lose to Roosevelt in opening round of sectionals

The Saugerties High School 

girls varsity basketball team’s season 
came to an end on Monday night with 
a 60-48 loss at FDR in the opening 
round of the Section IX, Class A 

playoffs. The #7 seeded Sawyers battled to the end 
against last year’s sectional champ, weathering an 
early deficit to take the lead in the second half. Head 
coach Heather Fanelli felt that Saugerties played 
one of their best games of the season.

“I walked away having lost that game feeling like 
we’d won,” Fanelli said. “And I was really proud of 
what we accomplished.”

Pegged as a team in transition after losing half their 
roster from 2018-19 to graduation, the Sawyers weren’t 
even supposed to be in the postseason. But in amassing 
a 13-5 regular season record, the young 2019-20 squad 
grew accustomed to defying expectations.

“Coming into the season most people if asked 
an opinion would think that they would call it 
a rebuilding year, or maybe not even as kind as 
that,” said Fanelli. “There were a couple of people 
that believed that we could possibly put something 

decent together, but for the most part people saw 
it as the end of an era with seven kids graduating 
and a whole new look.”

Players like seniors Julia Quinlan and Erin 
Dudzic, juniors Christie Collins and Vaiden Ferraro, 
and sophomores like Madi Green, Ava Cooper and 
Fanelli’s daughter Sage collectively turned Sauger-
ties into an unexpected force to be reckoned with. 
At first, it seemed the only people who believed in 
the Sawyers were the Sawyers themselves.

“I personally set my expectations very high from 
what I would be able to do with them,” said coach 
Fanelli. “And then I put it on their plate and they 
responded incredibly well.”

Against FDR, the Sawyers were led by Fanelli’s 16 
points, with Collins (11 points), Quinlan (7 points, all 
in the second half), Dudzic (5 points) and Ferraro (4 
points). Jaelan Daubon matched Fanelli’s 16 points 
for the home team, with Delilah Smith (10 points) 
and Kelsea Demelis (6 points) also contributing.

The Sawyers found themselves in a 5-0 hole early in 
the first quarter before they started to develop a rhythm.

“We’ve been in that spot before,” said Coach Fanelli. 
“But I saw with them a sense of maturity where they 
didn’t panic, they were able to regroup, pull it back 
together and make the adjustments that we needed 
to ride it out.” 

Saugerties trailed by five at intermission, but they 
came out of the locker room fully engaged and ready 
to battle, taking a five point lead in the third quarter. 
Though they were unable to maintain their momentum 
against a veteran FDR squad, the Sawyers were able to 
hold their heads up high as their season drew to a close.

“Even though we lost to FDR it was probably 
one of the best games that we have played all 
season,” said Fanelli. “You could see all of what we 
had worked on for four months come together and 
not just in the X’s and O’s of it, but in teamwork 
and people accepting the roles rather they were on 
the court or they were someone who stayed on the 
bench during that game. To me that was just the 
best measure of success.”

Fanelli said that a contingent of around 75 Sawyer 
supporters joined the team for the game in Hyde Park, 
giving them a boost of energy. For most players on 
the team, it was their first real taste of the postseason 
atmosphere, and it left a lasting impression.

“I remember in the pregame talking to them, and 
a lot of them were just like sponges soaking up the 
moment,” Fanelli said. “The excitement of being able 
to be there and I think was a huge motivator and will 
serve as a huge motivator next year. A handful of them 
said we got to do this again next year. It’s a big deal.”

The 2020-21 Sawyers will look familiar to fans of this 
year’s squad, with just three seniors graduating this June.

“I took up Natalie Tucker from 8th grade on JV, 
so losing those three seniors I still have 10 returning,” 
Fanelli said. “And 10 is very strong. I feel like this 
year they learned a lot. They were young, but they 
accomplished so much.”

- Crispin Kott

‘I personally set my 
expectations very high from 

what I would be able to do 
with them.’ — coach Heather 

Fanelli
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Promise means making your life easier and healthier. And that’s exactly what we’re 
doing by bringing the healthcare services and expertise you’re looking for all under 
one roof, located at the Hudson Valley Mall.

 • Urgent Care

 • Imaging including MRI, ultrasound, CT, 3D mammography & X-ray

 • Neurology 

 • Lab Services: walk-ins welcome, routine & diagnostic testing available

See the promise of making care more carefree at nuvancehealth.org/kingston

Introducing our new multispecialty center in Kingston.  

Four specialties.  
One location.  
Zero hassle.

Quality. Respect. Trust.
What does your
contractor sell?

10% off 
with mention of this ad

Keith Hughes, Jr.
(845) 251-1114 • (845) 331-6782
Serving Ulster, Dutchess, Greene & Albany Counties
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Riccardi Students of the Week.

\3
WHY PRINT?

Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

FUNFUNFUN
Find hundreds of ideas in Almanac Weekly

Subscribe to Saugerties Times &  
Almanac Weekly and save over 40%

.COM/SUBSCRIBE
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100% FIXED RATE FINANCING*!
NO PRIVATE MORTGAGE INSURANCE!
PLUS -  

 

EXCLUSIVE FIRST TIME 
HOME BUYER PROGRAM

With this program, you get competitive rates, low  
closing costs and superior customer service. You may 
qualify for this program if you haven’t owned a home in 
the last TWO years. Decisions are made locally, and your 
mortgage will be serviced by Sawyer Savings Bank. With 
this Exclusive product, there are no government hoops 
to jump through. Just move right into your new home.

Experience worth banking on since 1871

There’s no place like

HOME.
 

at 845-217-6070 to Learn More!!! 

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

— Featuring —
Interactive Music & Dance Class 

Therapeutic Music Circles  
Senior Yoga  •  Tai Chi

Strength & Balance Class

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 

in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

Now Offering
ADULT DAY CARE

CBS
continued from page 1

“That rink, from the minute you walk into that 
place, it feels like home. The folks there are so 
accommodating, and my son who was never that 
into any sport has found a love. It’s his first love, the 
Kiwanis ice rink. I’ve never seen him so passionate 

about a place,” said Hartman. “That’s why I wanted 
to feature it.”

Shown in the segment are shots of the young 
players from the vantage point of the goalie, achieved 
by hanging a GoPro camera in the goal’s netting, a 
scene of Hartman watching intently from the are-
na’s stands and a portion shot in one of the arena’s 
locker rooms. Rookie league coach Pat Caffery said 
on Tuesday that a cameraman also set foot on the 
ice to capture footage of the young skaters.

 “[They] told the kids to pretend they’re not 
even there and just play — It wasn’t all that diffi-

cult to set it up,” he said. “The kids got a blast out 
of it, they talked to a lot of the kids and of course 
all the kids knew the Steve’s son Emmett. It was 
like someone was taking a phone out on the ice, it 
wasn’t too intrusive.”

There were no corresponding mentions of Sau-
gerties or its ice rink in the segment. While arena 
staffers were under the impression that some of the 
youth players would be interviewed and that more 
extensive footage would be use, Hartman said that 
a medical emergency cut the Saugerties shoot short. 

“My son had had the flu, he got it seven days 
earlier. He seemed to be on the mend, and I said 
that we could include his Rookie League in this 
piece if he wanted,” said Hartman. “He lasted about 
20, 30 minutes — keep in mind he can be on the 
ice for two, three hours — and I’m trying to get 
him off ... We went to get some shots of him and 
he was practically in tears and was having trouble 
breathing — I didn’t get a chance to do any bigger 
interviews.”

Emmett was diagnosed with pneumonia, 
Hartman said; after a course of antibiotics, he has 
returned to school. Hartman said that he often pro-
duces segments that revolve around his children’s 
interests, and hoped that another opportunity to 
feature the Kiwanis Ice Arena would arise.

 When speaking about the hockey program’s 
prominent presence in his son’s life, Hartman got 
choked up when he said that volunteers who teach 
children hockey, like Caffery, are “heroes.” Although 
Hartman has tackled a lifetime of heartwarming 
and tear-jerking human-interest topics, he said that 
he is an emotional person who is often struck by 
his stories after he conducts his interviews, when 
he is organizing the footage into a final product or 
watching his segments when they air.

“I’m so focused on getting the soundbite and 
getting the story, [but] I’ll watch the story through 
and that’s when they’ll finally hit me, in the same 
way it does the viewers,” he said. “I cry at a lot 
[during] commercials.”

The Kiwanis Ice Arena hosts a Junior Rangers 
hockey leagues for children four and up, called 
the “Learn to Play” program; the aforementioned  
Rookie League for children six and older; and a 
youth league for children over seven, as well as 
recreational leagues for adults. A new session of the 
Junior Rangers programs is beginning this weekend, 
and will run until April; interested parents can sign 
up their kids and find more information at www.
saugertiesyouthhockey.com.

- Christina Coulter
 

Get a new habit

A Saugerties Times subscription 
costs less than 

a cup of coffee a week

Subscribe today at 
www.hudsonvalleytimes.com

subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com
hudsonvalleyone.com
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Coronavirus
continued from page 1

drew Cuomo announced a partnership of the state’s 
central lab in Albany with private hospitals to ex-
pand testing capacity to 1000 tests per day statewide 
for the coronavirus. The state will supply hospitals 
with instructions on how to replicate the state’s 
test and help them purchase some of the equip-
ment necessary to develop and validate the test.
Ulster County government has dedicated emergency 
funding to combat the further spread of the virus 
locally. (See sidebar.) “Protecting the health and 
safety of our residents is my absolute top priority,” 
said county executive Pat Ryan on Monday. “The 
people of Ulster County should take comfort in 
knowing that we are prepared, and that have been 
preparing for weeks, to handle this situation. We 
will continue to provide the public with updates 
and we ask that all residents do their part to help 
prevent the spread of the virus by following pre-
ventive measures and reaching out to our health 
department with any concerns or questions.” 
“Anti-viral drugs and supportive therapies are 
the best defenses we have to fight this virus,” says 
Suburban Hospital Alliance CEO Kevin Dahill. 
“Once one is diagnosed with the coronavirus, rest, 
fluids, and fever reducers are in order. This is the 
same treatment plan in place for the seasonal flu.”
Covid 19 has a higher chance of leading to serious re-
spiratory symptoms than seasonal flu. Other at-risk 
groups like health workers are more vulnerable be-
cause they are likely to have higher exposure to the virus.

Lots of coordination
Today, in every hospital emergency depart-

ment, patients are asked whether they returned 
from recent travel outside the United States 
whether or not there is a current pandemic in 
place. The state requires hospitals to hold surprise 
emergency preparedness drills on a regular basis.
Hospital staff have been in constant communica-
tion with the CDC, the state health department 
and county health departments about the most 
up-to-date information about the spread of the 
disease. Infectious disease control procedures 
and methods are in place. At the very local level 
in the Hudson Valley — MACE — Mutual Aid 
Coordinating Entity – works cooperatively to keep 
tabs on regional supplies and personnel resources.
Common signs of infection include fever, 
cough, shortness of breath and breathing dif-
ficulties.   In more severe cases, infection can 
cause pneumonia, kidney failure and death.
The best defense right now, Dahill says, is to frequently 
wash one’s hands, cough and sneeze into one’s elbow, 
stay home if any signs of viral infection emerge, and 
place a call to one’s physician for further instructions. 
This is the same advice public-health officials give 
for combating the flu.

- Geddy Sveikauskas

COUNTY HEALTH 
INFRASTRUCTURE READIES 
FOR CASES

C ounty officials have spent the past six weeks quietly preparing for a local out-

break of Covid 19, the disease caused by the “novel” coronavirus.
Now, as public health officials report the first confirmed cases in New York State, County Ex-

ecutive Pat Ryan said that he and his staff are working to refine plans and coordinate with other 
local officials to develop a regional response.

“This is not a scenario that anyone is excited to be thinking so much about,” said Ryan. “But we have been 
planning for months now and I am confident that we are prepared.”

Ryan’s remarks come as the coronavirus, which has seen major outbreaks in China, Italy and Iran begins 
to spread in the U.S. As of Wednesday, March 4 there were six confirmed cases of Covid 19 in New York, with 
additional outbreaks reported around Seattle and Los Angeles.

The disease, which according to medical officials is spread through close contact and respiratory droplets 
released when an infected person coughs or sneezes, has been linked to more than 3,000 deaths worldwide, 
with the majority of the cases concentrated around the Chinese city of Wuhan. On Tuesday, March 3, New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a $40 million emergency management appropriations bill to fund the state’s 
response to the outbreak. The emergency measure also provides job protections for people who are placed in 
quarantine due to exposure to the virus and expands the governor’s emergency powers to combat a potential 
outbreak.

Locally, Ryan said planning began in late January as it become increasingly likely that the coronavirus 
would spread beyond China. County officials began with an existing emergency response plan for an influenza 
epidemic, and began making changes to tailor the document for the current situation.

The first official response to the outbreak came last month when the county health department kicked off 
a monitoring protocol for local residents returning to Ulster County after traveling to regions impacted by the 
coronavirus. The travelers were flagged by the federal Centers for Disease Control upon their return and asked 
to self-quarantine in their homes for 14 days. County health officials, alerted to their presence by the state 
Department of Health, dispatched nurses to the quarantined homes twice daily to check for the emergence of 
flu-like symptoms associated with the virus. Most of the people monitored locally never developed symptoms 
and none are believed to have contracted the coronavirus. Ryan added that the monitoring program would 
continue and likely expand after the CDC added Iran and Italy to the list of flagged regions.

Local planning kicked into high gear on Tuesday, March 3 when Ryan convened a “tabletop exercise” at 
the county emergency management center to test the response plan and run through likely scenarios. On 
Wednesday, March 4, Ryan said he planned to meet with town supervisors, school superintendents, hospital 
officials and first responders to go over the plan and coordinate response efforts.

“Our core role at the county level is being that hub of coordination between all of the various components 
that will play a role in our response,” said Ryan.

What that response will look like will depend on the severity of the outbreak. Ryan 

said that the county’s plan established “decision points” based on the progress of the outbreak while the actual 
response would be tailored to the circumstances. One likely scenario would be home quarantine for anyone 
exposed to the virus. Ryan said that plans were in place to provide food and other essentials to those quaran-
tined. He added that the county had been in touch with several local hotels that could be tapped to provide 
accommodations for family members of people in home quarantine once it was established that they had 
not been exposed. School closures will be handled in coordination with local school districts and, in the case 
of SUNY campuses, state officials. Ryan added that a local outbreak could also lead to the closure of county 
offices and service reductions in an effort to protect the health of workers and slow the virus’ spread. 

While local officials watch and wait, some anti-coronavirus measures are already in place. Ryan said that he 
had ordered extra cleaning rotations at the County Office Building and on UCAT buses. A webpage, ulstercoun-
tyny.gov/coronavirus, has been created to keep residents informed about the virus and the county’s response.

Ryan added that he had asked county budget officials to begin preparing for expenses related to a potential 
outbreak and had reached out to other county executives to develop a regional response.

Ryan added that one part of the plan that had yet to be finalized involved how the county would cope with 
an outbreak that overwhelmed local medical facilities. Ryan said in that case the county would work with 
state and federal officials to set up emergency services locally.

“We have a great team in Ulster County,” said Ryan. “But our capacity could be tested depending on how 
things play out.”                                                                                                                                            - Jesse J. Smith

This transmission electron microscope image shows SARS-CoV-2 — also known as 2019-nCoV, the virus that 
causes COVID-19 isolated from a patient in the U.S., emerging from the surface of cells cultured in the lab. 
(NIAID-RML)

Small change
A subscription to an Ulster  
Publishing newspaper costs 
less than 12 cents per day

call 845-334-8200  or go to  
hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe

Why newspapers?
Print is dead, right? Wrong. Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print because it’s easier to 
focus. Fewer distractions. The web is great for breaking 
news bytes, but our in-depth stories are best consumed 
in print. We only write about Saugerties, so every issue 
is bound to contain something you didn’t know about 
your community. You lose that sense of discovery on 
the web, where you’re less likely to happen on some-
thing you weren’t looking for. And while our website is 
too primitive for such things, many sites collect brows-
ing data for advertising. Our ads would never be so 
presumptious. We print on recycled paper when possi-
ble, so it’s sustainable—and accessible to those without 
the Internet or iPads.  ULSTER PUBLISHING
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OPINION
LETTERS

Slaying the Dragon
Timothy Snyder, the Yale history professor and au-

thor of The New York Times #1 bestseller “On Tyranny,” 
recently said a number of things we should all take 
to heart: “It’s horrible that these people [who’ve lost 
positions and reputations after standing up to Trump] 
have faced consequences. The rest of us should feel 
solidarity with them, and try to make it understood 
that those consequences are worth something, that 
we hear them — that we will do something about it.

“We have a long tradition of recognizing heroes 
as the people who resist power. Freedom isn’t a ride 
you take; it’s something you have to take hold of. A 
lot of us have to be willing to dissent. When a lot of 
us dissent, it’s no longer dissent — it’s opposition, 
and people aren’t so lonely, and more people can 
have courage. Because you can pick on a hundred 
people, but it’s a lot harder to pick on a million.”

Right on! There’s strength in numbers, and none 
in numbness. If all of us with eyes to see, hearts to 
feel, and hands to join rise up together in opposition, 
we can slay the dragon.

We’ll do it by organizing, by marching, by pro-
testing, by rallying, by candlelight-vigiling and 
doorbell-ringing and letter-writing, by speaking 
loudly and clearly to our government and gently but 
forcefully to our children — especially those of voting 
age — and then by going to the polls, en masse but 
as one, and restoring the United States as the Land 
of Opportunity rather than the land of opportunism, 
a nation united and not a nation divided. 

After all, we’re the United States. And our motto 
is “E Pluribus Unum”: “Out of Many, One.”

Tom Cherwin

Saugerties

Term Limits? Really? 
I read with interest your article about term limits for 

Saugerties. Mr. Ivino states that term limits was “one 
of the hottest topics” among voters, but your article 
indicated his campaign made term limits the number 
one bullet point on all his campaign literature. Could 
that have created a confirmation bias? Is his and Mr. 
Andreassen’s concern really with term limits?

Mr. Ivino states, “if the party doesn’t do a caucus 
during the nominating convention and they do a 
regular vote through the committee, the committee 
is deciding who can and cannot run on the line.” By 
that reasoning his argument should be focused 
on the process by which candidates come to the 
ballot, not how they are selected once nominated. 
Rather than asserting Saugerties needs term limits, 
it appears both Mr. Ivino and Mr. Andreassen are 
dissatisfied, perhaps rightly, with the way the local 
political parties select their nominees.

Mr. Andreassen states the absence of term lim-

its creates a “monopoly,” (which in that context it 
appears he means “exclusive possession or control 
of something,” as defined by Webster’s dictionary) 
with “the same people running every year.” Again, the 
party committees determine who runs; if they are 
supporting the same candidates every year, Mr. 
Andreassen’s argument lies with the parties and 
their processes, not the limits of a candidate’s term 
of office. When a number of different parties field 
candidates and sometimes cross endorse, and when 
candidates do not usually run unopposed, it is hard 
to understand how a monopoly is the problem.

Term limits create an immediate and on-going 
lame duck situation, disincentivizing both voter 
and elected official, a situation that undermines our 
participatory democracy. Mr. Andreassen laments 
“the same people running every year,” but becoming 
a local government official is the result of winning a 
competition, not having everyone who is interested 
line up to take a turn. People who want to run for 
office find a way to get on the ballot. After that, the 
people vote. Anyone can term limit him or herself, 
should they choose to do so. Elections are about 
making choices, for both the candidate and the voters.

Mr. Ivino states, “Term limits make you focus 
on…what your constituents want you to do.” But how 
does that work when the voters want to re-elect a 
candidate who has well served his or her community 
and the voting public? In that situation term limits 
thwart the people’s will in arbitrarily denying them 
the right to vote for the candidate they believe best 
able to meet their needs.

To vote for the candidate of one’s choice is a 
privilege and a right; it should not be legislated 
away. The argument for term limits is an attempt to 
constrain the voters’ choice. Term limits abrogate the 
people’s authority. Now more than ever we should be 
paying attention to and participating in our voting 
process; it provides a means for limiting the terms 
of our government officials: it’s called an election.

Deidre J. Byrne

Saugerties

Health care facts
It’s quite clear that the President’s State of the 

Union speech was not factual regarding tax cuts for 
low and middle income citizens considering that 
those earning between $10,000 and $20,000 per 
year average less than $1 per week and those whose 
incomes are greater than $200,000 per year get an 
average tax break of $1,327 per week.

Trump also claimed that the U.S. has the best 
health care in the world. BOGUS, only if you can 
afford it. According to the National Economic & 
Social Rights Initiative, “The market-based health 
insurance system in the United States has caused 
a human rights crisis that deprives a large number 
of people (about 32 million) of the healthcare they 
need” (nesri.com). Most distressing is that more 
than 100,000 people die each year in the U.S. be-
cause of the way the health care system is organized.

The U.S. has the highest infant mortality rate and 
a lower life expectancy than comparable countries 
(World Health Organization [WHO]).

The U.S. has the highest rate of maternal mor-

tality among higher-income countries (WHO).
45,000 people die each year because they have no 

health insurance (American Journal of Public Health).
Around 50 percent of African Americans have no 

health insurance (Center for American Progress).
Prior to Obamacare, nearly 700,000 families 

went bankrupt each year paying for their healthcare 
even though 75 percent were insured (WHO).

The U.S. has fewer doctors and nurses than other 
high-income countries (WHO).

Hospitals and doctors are disproportionately 
located in wealthier areas. Public hospitals are 
closing where they are most needed.

President Trump has declared that he would 
prefer people from Norway to emigrate to our 
country. In response, some Norwegians pointed out 
that they have had universal healthcare since 1912. 
College is free. They are ranked #1 in the Global 
Retirement Index. Both public and private sector 
workers are covered by some kind of pension. In 
the U.S. “roughly half of corporate employees lack 
access to an employer sponsored retirement plan. 
“Why would we want to move to the U.S.” they say.

Ask yourself, if we are the richest country in 
the world, how come countries poorer than us can 
have universal healthcare and we can’t. Is it that 
we aren’t smart enough? Is it too expensive? Or, 
are some of us unwilling to share.

William Hayes

Saugerties

Antidote to fear is love
Coronavirus is causing an even more widespread 

epidemic of fear. This fear is real. Fear of death and 
suffering is a universal human experience, regardless 
of faith or culture. Fear itself is infectious, and feeds 
on the unknown and the unseen. This kind of fear 
will not solve any crisis; it will leave us paralyzed.

How can we roll up our sleeves to help stop the 
spread of fear? The antidote to fear is love, which 
will give clear thinking and positive action.

Some will walk into the line of fire and tend to the 
sick and dying at risk to their own life, perhaps laying 
down their life as the initial “whistleblower,” Dr. Li Wen 
Liang, did in Wuhan, China. Many others will spend 
untold hours on disaster preparation, including those 
who serve in health care, law enforcement, education, 
and other areas of public service.

But the rest of us can also act in small or big 
ways. We can pray for those who suffer from the 
disease. We can act rationally and prudently to 
prevent its spread. We can comfort and reassure 
those who are fearful. If prevention measures pro-
hibits public gathering, we can pick up our mobile 
devices to reach out to the isolated. We can pray 
for government leaders instead of criticizing and 
second-guessing them.

And we can remind one another of these words 
of Jesus: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life … Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life?”

J. Heinrich Arnold

Pastor, Bruderhof

Rifton

ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Thus spake Alan Ginsberg

W ith the walls of oppro-

brium from governmental 
agencies at all levels closing 
in on him, how did Alan 
Ginsberg, the embattled long-

time owner of TechCity, the former IBM site in the 
Town of Ulster, respond? A four-page Dec. 31 letter 
from the Albany law firm of Young/Sommer LLC 
to the federal Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) regional counsel seemed to indicate that the 
Ginsberg interests were throwing in the towel – but 
only on their own terms.

The year-end communication foisted off on their 
governmental opponents much of the responsibility 
for site cleanup. “Under state law and common law,” 
it said, “the owner of a building is responsible to 
ensure that the building does not pose nuisance.”

This is the argument in its simplest form: Party 
A buys a property and extracts resources from it, 
leaving an environmentally degraded and heavily 
polluted site. Party A then sells the site to Party B, 

which has no resources, for a dollar. Who is respon-
sible for the cleanup, A or B?

IBM has always accepted responsibility for 
underground cleanups at its former property. But 
Ginsberg’s refusal to accept responsibility for the 
costs of above-ground cleanup, most recently ex-
pressed by this letter from his attorney, has been 
problematical. EPA regional director Pete Lopez, a 
former local assemblymember, found Ginsberg’s re-
sponse to its Dec. 11 ultimatum notice unsatisfactory. 

EPA reminded Ginsberg that under law he could 
be held personally liable for the proper removal 
and cleanup of asbestos-laded demolition debris 
at several site locations. 

Young/Sommer’s letter repeated the contention 
that Ginsberg “was never the owner and/or operator 
of this site and is a not potentially responsible party.” 

In a flash of unintended humor, the missive also 
repeatedly used the term “Volunteer” to describe the 
Ginsberg operation’s status in regard to the EPA’s 
request for action. The help a volunteer provides 

involves participation but not accountability. 
Rightly or not, Alan Ginsberg himself has been 

seen as the problem for and not the solution to Tech-
City’s successful integration into the Ulster County 
economy. To say local government has lost patience 
with Ginsberg would be an understatement. “Alan 
Ginsberg has held Ulster County hostage for over 
a decade, and he had made it clear that he has zero 
regard for the future of our community, our taxpay-
ers, or the environment,” said Pat Ryan last week. He 
expressed relief that “the days of Ginsberg thwarting 
our economic potential are almost behind us.”  

The regulatory ball keeps rolling. The 

Superfund law being applied in the situation doesn’t 
wait for the exhaustion of all legal processes. Federal 
resources are made available to contain and remove 
asbestos in named TechCity buildings and to remove 
the large piles of debris containing asbestos. “EPA is 
advancing its work to address the more immediate 
threats, while continuing its efforts to ensure that the 
property owner and operator permanently address 
the remaining asbestos hazards, including the piles,” 
Pete Lopez was quoted as saying last Wednesday.

According to the regional EPA office, Don 



saugerties times March 05,  2020  •  11

CommunityNotes

COMMUNITY

Join women-supportive Habitat for Humanity event
Ulster County Habitat for Humanity and Lowe’s stores 
will co-host the fi rst-ever “Local Women Build” eventon 
Thursday, March 5 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 2 Donna’s Way 
(268 Glasco Turnpike, Saugerties on GPS). Park across 
the street near the red barn.Claudia Andreassen will be 
volunteering along with others. Women and their male 
allies are invited to volunteer and learn new home im-
provement skills while raising awareness about safe and 
aff ordable housing for women and women-led families. 
No construction or power tool experience is necessary. 
Visit ulsterhabitat.org/volunteer to learn more.

Lenten study group
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
host a Lenten study group on the following Thursdays: 
March 5, 12, 26 and April 2 at 7 p.m. The Sunday after-
noon sessions that began March 1 will also continue on 
March 8, 22 and 29 at 12:30 p.m. The discussions will 
deal with concerns about death and dying. Everyone 
is welcome. For more information, contact Pastor Ruth 
at refsaug@yahoo.com or call 246-2867.

Step up Saturdays
Meet members of Indivisible Saugerties every Saturday 
at Hudson Valley Dessert Company, 264 Main St., from 
11 a.m. to noon. Their objective is to help neighbors fi nd 
concrete actions to resist Trump and “Trumpism,” from 
voter registration to writing postcards. The group will 
have information about diverse actions that may be 
taken locally and nationally.

Friends of Historic Saugerties talk trains
The Friends of Historic Saugerties will present “Stories of 
the O&W” on Saturday, March 7 at 2 p.m. at the Saugerties 
Public Library, 91 Washington Ave. Admission is free and 
open to everyone with seating limited. Presenter Gail 
Whistance has collected stories and “then-and-now” 
photographs of the O&W Railway that once ran through 
the heart of Ulster County from Spring Glen to the end of 
the line in Kingston.  She will discuss what she has learned 
about the stations on its route, which for a time were the 
lifeblood of their communities. In 1957, the O&W became 
the fi rst major railroad in the U.S. to be abandoned. 
Whistance is a retired IBM technical writer and computer 
programmer who has made her home in Hurley since 1983. 
She has written several historical articles on the history 
of Hurley and is currently exhibit curator for the Hurley 
Heritage Society.

Society of Little Gardens meeting
The Saugerties Society of Little Gardens will hold a 
meeting on Wednesday, March 11 at 1 p.m. at the Sau-
gerties Public Library, 91 Washington Ave. Everyone 
is welcome. The speaker will be Katherine Nadeau of 
the Catskill Mountain Keepers. Her subject will be envi-
ronmental issues regarding bees and other pollinators. 
The population of bees has decreased in recent years 

due to the use of pesticides.

Master Gardener hotline off ers horticultural help
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County 
(CCEUC) Master Gardener volunteers staff  the Hor-
ticulture Hotline, located at the CCEUC Education 
Center, 232 Plaza Road in Kingston Plaza, on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon 
from March through October. The Horticulture Hotline 
off ers free, unbiased, research-based information 
and advice to more than 1,000 home gardeners an-
nually.The number to call is (845) 340-DIRT (3478).
Other services off ered include pH soil testing and 
plant, insect, and disease identifi cation. The cost for 
identifi cation is $5 plus $1 for each additional sample. 
Testing for soil pH (acidity or alkalinity of soil) and soil 
texture costs $3 for the fi rst sample plus $1 for additional 
samples. Home gardeners will receive a recommenda-
tion of how much lime or sulfur to add to adjust the 
pH, based on what will be grown and the size of the 
garden. Full soil analyses are available by purchasing a 
Rutgers soil test bag or a Cornell soil pH test kit, each 
priced at $25. For more information about the Master 
Gardener Program, contact Dona Crawford at (845) 
340-3990, ext. 335 or email dm282@cornell.edu. For 
information on all services off ered, visit http://ulster.
cce.cornell.edu/gardening.

Achievement by local martial artists
Six students at TAD Martial Arts, 32 Partition St., competed 
and medaled at the recent Maryland State Championship. 
Each qualifi ed for a spot to compete at the USA National 
Championship to be held in Texas in July. Carlos Leon 
Lozano, Adrian Lozano, Max Ramirez, Andrea Guzman 
and Hazel Guzman each received a gold medal for fi rst 
place in their respective divisions. Victor Guzman earned 
a silver medal for second place. The two teams competing 
– Team S.W.A.G and team Soldiers of Christ – represented 
Saugerties and Shining Light ministries.

Candlelight concert featuring original songs by 
Paul Clarke
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
present “An Evening of Original Songs by Paul Clarke” on 
Friday, March 13 at 7 p.m. The event will feature surprise 
guests, local musicians, singers and friends. All proceeds 
benefi t the Saugerties Good Neighbors Campaign on be-
half of Taylor Block, a 16-year-old resident of Catskill be-
ing treated for bone cancer. Tickets cost $10 at the door.
Paul Clarke is a modern troubadour who composes 
and sings songs across genres, shedding light on 
dark places. His songbook spans more than 40 years. 
He has recorded with local legendary producer and 
sound engineer, Malcom Cecil, since 2000. For more 
information, contact paulclarkesongs@hotmail.com or 
visit his website at paulclarkesongs.com.

Author talk about coping with loss
Speaker and author Marianne Angelillo will give a pre-
sentation on Tuesday, March 17 from 2:30-4:30 p.m. in 
Vanderlyn Hall, Room 203 on the Stone Ridge campus 
of SUNY Ulster. Angelillo will discuss her family’s journey 
to overcome the grief of losing her 17-year-old son in a 
car crash involving underage drinking, ultimately demon-
strating the transformative powers of grief, love and faith. 

She will be available to sign her book, Sharing My Stones, 
which may be purchased at the presentation. The event is 
co-sponsored by the Governor’s Traffi  c Safety Committee, 
SUNY Ulster and Students Against Destructive Decisions 
(SADD) and is free and open to the public. Seating is 
limited; to register contact Linda Farina at (845) 687-5192.

Learn how to charge an electric car
Saugerties Climate Smart Task Force member Steve Wehr 
will conduct a class about how to use electric vehicle 
charging stations on Saturday, March 21 from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. at the Saugerties Public Library, 91 Washington Ave. 
The discussion will include a live demo using the charger 
located at the library. For more information, visit http://
ClimateSmartSaugerties.org/calendar.php.

Local green summit
Engage in a green conversation with local environmental 
groups on Saturday, March 21 from 2-4 p.m. in the commu-
nity room of Saugerties Public Library, 91 Washington Ave. 
The library is co-hosting the event along with members 
of the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency, Esopus 
Creek Conservancy and the Saugerties Green Team, who 
plan to launch a new monthly meet-up of eco-focused 
organizations in the community. Exchange ideas and 
discuss climate smart initiatives on a local level. Hear 
from Saugerties-based groups that include Climate Smart 
Saugerties, Longspoon Collective, Saugerties High School 
Eco Club, Tree Commission, Farmer’s Market, Climate 
Action Group, Garlic Festival, Cantine Field, ShoutOut 
Saugerties and members from the town and village boards. 
Admission is free.

Pork loin dinner
Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will host 
a fundraising pork loin dinner on Saturday, March 21 
from 5-7 p.m. The menu includes pork loin, roasted 
potatoes, carrots, applesauce and dessert. Cost is $12 
for adults, $8 for ages 6-12 and free for kids under age 
fi ve. Seating is limited. Reservations are required by 
calling (845) 246-5035 or (845) 246-2867.

Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt
The Saugerties Lions Club will sponsor their 22nd annual 
Easter Egg Hunt at the Glasco Firehouse on Saturday, 
April 4 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. (Rain date is Saturday, 
April 11.) Admission is free. Prizes will be awarded for 
returned eggs. The event is co-sponsored by Benson 
Steel Fabricators, Sawyer Automotive Group, Glasco 
Abstract and Jim Halwick Gutters with contributions 
by Mickey’s Igloo and Krause’s Candy. For more infor-
mation, call 399-6915.

Penny social
Reformed Church of Saugerties, 173 Main St., will host 
a penny social on Saturday, April 4. Doors open at 
11:30 a.m. with calling at 1 p.m. The event includes a 
“specials table” and a 50/50 raffl  e. Refreshments will 
be available. For more information, call (845) 246-2867.

Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame induction banquet
The 2020 induction banquet for the Saugerties Sports 
Hall of Fame will take place on Saturday, April 18 at 
Diamond Mills Hotel, 25 S. Partition St. Doors open at 
5 p.m. The club will induct Pat Caff rey, Jay Dodig, Mark 

ECONOMY | CONTINUED  

Graham, a federal on-scene coordinator, has been 
appointed to lead the EPA response at TechCity. 
Emergency measures may begin in about a month. 
Graham will oversee the demolition and removal 
of one small building on the east side of Enterprise 
Drive, the sealing and securing of a larger structure 
next to it, and the sealing and securing of the debris 
piles left over from “the botched demolition” of a 
third building nearby. 

At last Wednesday’s TechCity press conference, 
Ulster County executive Pat Ryan stood in front of 
a portable podium in one of the cavernous spaces 
on the west side of Enterprise Drive where the 
county government is completing foreclosure of the 
large buildings once used by Bank of America for 
a tax-processing operation. The west-side portion 
now controlled by the county includes not only the 
structures but also 82 acres of rich farmland once 
part of the Boice dairy operation. 

It ’s  been 65 years since IBM built its 

Kingston facility and 25 years since IBM abruptly 
closed it. 

In 2014 The Friends of Historic Kingston pub-
lished a proud homage to the accomplishments of 
the facility called Kingston: The IBM Years. “Over 

the 43 years that the Kingston plant and engineering 
laboratory were operational, significant discoveries 
were made and projects developed by its employ-
ees that affected the world at large: the SAGE air 
defense system that could identify any hostile air 
attacks, the SABRE airline reservation system, the 
FAA nationwide aircraft control system, and the first 
interactive displays and software systems that over 
time would allow individuals to use computers the 
way we do today.”

Once completely severed from Alan Ginsberg’s 
control, how will the once-7,100-worker TechCity 
former industrial campus contribute substantially 
to Ulster County’s economic development? Or will 
the once-2.5-million-square-foot facility remain in 
the post-Ginsberg period a nostalgic but obsolete 
relic of a bygone era, a white elephant of a property 
ill-adapted to efficient conversion to service in a 
modern economy?

We don’t know. The proof will be in the pudding.
“I am relieved to see that there is action being taken 

on the most valuable asset to our community,” said 
a message from county legislator Brian Cahill, who 
lives near the site. “My neighbors and I have held out 
hope for two decades that this important parcel would 
make the turn and again become the once-bustling, 

economy-boosting engine that it can be.”
There’s always the possibility that a single large 

employer will swoop in and transform TechCity to its 
former glory in a new form. But that’s unlikely. The 
Young/Sommer LLC letter assesses that possibility 
from Ginsberg’s perspective. “Given the age of the 
existing structures, the real-property tax and regula-
tory obligations,” it said, “it is not practicable that the 
site could be redeveloped by a private party (other 
than an Amazon) without government assistance and 
cooperation.” Substantial governmental inducements 
will be necessary prior to redevelopment.

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

Open 7 Days a Week

DINER - RESTAURANT

10% off 
your meal with 

this coupon
Cut out or take a picture of coupon

Gift Certificates 
make the Perfect Gift!

Baking Done on Premises
1071 Ulster Avenue Mall

Kingston NY • (845) 336-6514

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Herb, Steve “Einer” Martin (posthumously) and Jimmy 
Speirs (posthumously) as new members. A cocktail hour 
will be held from 5:30-6:30 p.m. followed by ceremonies 
and dinner at 6:30 p.m. Tickets cost $30, available by 
contacting Mike Hasenbalg at mikehasenbalg@yahoo.
com or (914) 388-2348.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Opening reception for ‘Paper Trail’ at Emerge Gallery
Emerge Gallery & Art Space at 228 Main St. will host an 
opening reception for “Paper Trail: Works On and Made 
With Paper” on Saturday, March 7 from 5-8 p.m. The show 
features a collection of collages, pastels, oil, watercolor, ink 
and other media, and will remain on view through Sunday, 
March 29, when a closing reception will be held from 3-5 
p.m. The group show of works on paper or created with 
paper will feature a curated selection of works by mono-
type artist Susanna Ronner, whose prints are inspired by 
music and dance. Gallery hours are Fridays and Saturdays 
from noon to 6 p.m. and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. For 
more information, visit emergegalleryny.com.

‘Musical March’ fi lm series
The Saugerties Film Society is presenting “Musical March,” a 
series of fi lm musicals screened Saturdays at 6 p.m. during 
the month of March at the Saugerties Public Library, 91 
Washington Ave. The fi rst fi lm in the series, Top Hat (1935), 
starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, will be screened 
on Saturday, March 7. The screwball musical comedy 
features music by Irving Berlin. On March 14, the fi lm will 
be Cabin in the Sky (1943), directed by Vincente Minnelli 
with music by Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong in this 
classic musical starring Ethel Waters. On the Town (1949), 
directed by Stanley Donen and Gene Kelly, starring Gene 
Kelly and Frank Sinatra with music by Leonard Bernstein, 
will be shown March 21. The fi nal fi lm in the series will be 
A Star is Born (1954), starring Judy Garland and James 
Mason, directed by George Cukor. The fi lms are free and 
open to the public.

Call for sculptors
The Saugerties Arts Commission is supporting International 
Sculpture Day with events that run April 4 through the 
end of the month. In addition to gallery shows planned 
for 11 Jane Street Art Center, J.J. Newbury and a special 
feature at Emerge Gallery, Saugerties businesses are 

invited to display sculpture in their windows. Sculptors 
who would like to apply for this opportunity may send 
their name, contact info and two images of their work 
to Barbara Bravo at arts@saugerties.ny.us no later than 
Tuesday, March 10. Participating businesses will choose 
an artist from the work submitted.

Lighthouse TV23 top picks this week
Friday, March 6 at 1 and 8 p.m. “Just Coolin’-Tributes 
to some Jazz Greats.” This week: Roy Ayers.
Saturday, March 7 at 2 and 9 p.m. “Strata: Portraits of 
Humanity.”Tuesday, March 10 at 11 a.m. and 8 p.m. “In-
spirational Thoughts to Live By” with Bryan Golden. 
This week: Education is a Lifelong Endeavor. Running 
time: one minute.Wednesday, March 11 at 11 a.m. and 
5 p.m. “Saugerties Village Board Meeting” recorded 
March 2.Wednesday, March 11 at 1 and 7 p.m. “Sauger-
ties Town Board Meeting” recorded March 4.

CIVIC

Ethics Committee meeting
The Town of Saugerties Ethics Committee will hold a meet-
ing on Wednesday, March 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the building 
department’s conference room at Town Hall, 4 High St.

SCHOOLS

High school equivalency classes
The SUNY Ulster Offi  ce of Continuing and Professional 
Education will off er several courses to help prepare 
students for the Test Assessing Secondary Competency 
(TASC) needed to earn the High School Equivalency (HSE) 
diploma. Designed for students who did not graduate from 
high school but want a certifi cate equivalent to a traditional 
high school diploma, the program provides instruction and 
comprehensive review in language arts, writing, reading, 
math, science, and social studies. The course will focus on 
preparing students for college and assist those seeking 
enrollment in a SUNY Ulster degree or certifi cate program.
Classes will be held at the Kingston Center, 94 Mary’s Ave. A 
daytime class meets Monday through Thursday from March 
9 through April 27 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The evening 
class meets Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from April 
6 through June 9 from 5-8 p.m. Additional classes will be 
off ered beginning in May. The fee for the class is $20 with 
an additional $20 textbook fee. Pre-registration is required. 
For more information or to register, call (845) 339-2025 
or register online at www.sunyulster.edu/ce.

Local students of note
Five students from Saugerties made the Dean’s List at 

Rochester Institute of Technology for the 2019 fall semes-
ter. Hannah Pagerey is in the mechanical engineering pro-
gram, Sophia Edgar is in the fi lm and animation program, 
Michaela Cohen is studying physics, Nicholas Hummer 
is in the chemical engineering program and Hannah 
Webber is studying 3D digital design. Degree-seeking 
undergraduate students are eligible for Dean’s List if 
their term GPA is greater than or equal to 3.40.

LIBRARY

Interesting Readers Society
Ages 13-18 are invited to discuss February’s book, “A 
Study in Charlotte,” by Brittany Cavallaro. Meet in the 
Teen Room on Thursday, March 5at 6:30 p.m.

Film screening of Jump at the Sun
The Saugerties Film Society will present a screening of 
Jump at the Sun(2008) on Friday, March 6 at 8 p.m. The 
documentary directed by Sam Pollard is about American 
author, anthropologist and fi lmmaker, Zora Neale Hurston.

Artist reception for Larry Revene
Meet artist Larry Revene at a reception on Friday, March 
6 from 6-8 p.m. Revene’s paintings highlighting his-
torical women are on view at the library throughApril.

Google Docs basics
Learn to type and edit documents using Google Docs 
and compare it to Microsoft Word in a free class on 
Tuesday, March 10 at noon. Register at the circulation 
desk or call 246-4317.

Motherless Daughters Support Group
A monthly support group for women who have lost their 
mothers or are estranged from their mothers will meet 
on Thursday, March 19 at 6 p.m. in the community room.

Meet and greet new library director
A meet-and-greet with Evelyn Rogers, the new Sau-
gerties Public Library director, is planned for Saturday, 
March 28 from 1-3 p.m. in the community room. Light 
refreshments will be served. The event is sponsored 
by the Friends of the Saugerties Public Library and is 
free and open to the public.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington Ave. The 
library webpage is www.saugertiespubliclibrary.org. Calls 
and emails are welcome at (845) 246-4317 and director@
saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

 


