
Ulster gets its 
fi rst coronavirus 
case
by Jesse J. Smith

U
LSTER COUNTY IS ramping 
up eff orts to combat the coro-
navirus after the fi rst case of 
COVID-19 was reported on 

Sunday, March 8 in a local man who had 
recently returned from travel abroad. 
In response, the county has opened up 
its emergency operations center while 
public health offi  cials begin the process 
of tracking the patient’s movements and 
determining who he may have come 
into contact with locally.

“I feel that we are prepared and con-
tinue to be prepared,” said Ryan at a 
press conference Sunday afternoon in 
the lobby of the County Offi  ce Building 
in Kingston. “Ultimately I am confi dent 
in our collective team and our ability to 
respond quickly and comprehensively 
to protect public health and welfare.”

According to Ryan, Ulster County’s 
fi rst COVID-19 patient is a middle-aged 
man from the Town of Rochester who 
recently returned from France. Upon 
reporting fl u-like symptoms consistent 
with coronavirus, Ryan said, the man 
was directed by public health offi  cials 
to go to HealthAlliance’s Broadway cam-
pus in Kingston for testing. HealthAl-
liance CEO and Chief Medical Offi  cer Dr. 
Dennis Doyle said that the man was met 
in the hospital’s parking lot by a staff  
member in protective gear and escorted 
through a separate entrance to a spe-
cially equipped isolation room where 
he was evaluated and tested for corona-
virus. Following the evaluation, the pa-
tient was directed to return home and 
remain under quarantine for the next 
two weeks. Offi  cials said the patient’s 
symptoms were not severe enough to 
warrant hospitalization and that he had 
already begun to recover from the ill-
ness.

While the patient recovers at home, 
workers at the Ulster County Health 
Department are working to trace his 
contacts since returning to Ulster Coun-
ty. Offi  cials said that the patient lived 
alone and had no connections to local 
schools. So far, one family member has 
been placed in home quarantine but has 
not exhibited any symptoms. Additional 
quarantines could be ordered based on 
the results of the health department’s 
investigation.

Ulster County’s fi rst case of presumed 
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New Paltz school 
administrators seek 
2.54% increase in 
spending for next 
year
by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ SCHOOL Board 
trustees and members of the 
public got a broad-brush look 
at the budget proposed for the 

2019-20 school year at their March 4 meet-
ing. Coming in at $62,255,505, it’s a 2.54% 
increase over last year, which would result 
in a 2.84% hike to the tax levy itself due 
to a challenging state aid environment, 
which could well get bleaker if proposals 
in this year’s state budget get passed.

This proposal was off ered by interim 
superintendent Bernard Josefsberg and 
Sharifa Carbon, assistant superintendent 
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Continued on page 4

SUNY New Paltz recalls
study-abroad students

New Paltz

6

Ottaway interviews Sulzberger 
onstage at SUNY New Paltz

Sports New Paltz

New Paltz boys’ basketball team 
wins third straight Class A title

9 4

New Paltz

Pho Tibet off ers Vietnamese
and Himalayan cuisine

New Paltz TimesTimes
N E W S  O F  N E W  P A L T Z ,  G A R D I N E R ,  H I G H L A N D ,  R O S E N D A L E  &  B E Y O N D

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2020
VOL. 20, ISSUE 11

$1.50
www.hudsonvalleyone.com

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

In partnership with Cornell Cooperative Extension, the SUNY New Paltz Hudson Valley 
Additive Manufacturing Center is creating 3D models of the invasive insect spotted 
lanternfly to help farmers identify and report sightings of the species. Pictured above is 
Kat Wilson, the artist behind the replica. 

by Frances Marion Platt

S
INCE 2014, WHEN SUNY New 
Paltz’s Hudson Valley Additive 
Manufacturing Center (HVAMC) 
made a splashy public debut by 

creating a prosthetic hand for a six-year-
old boy using 3D printing technology, 
the on-campus laboratory -- recently 
relocated to the building known as 
the Engineering Innovation Hub -- has 
mostly been working under the radar. 
Its partnership projects with businesses 
are often manufactured under non-dis-
closure agreements because, according 
to HVAMC director and dean of Science 
and Engineering Dan Freedman, “They 
don’t want their competitors to know 
what they’re up to. But this is nice, be-
cause Cornell wanted to get as much 
publicity as possible.”

The current project to which he’s re-
ferring is a partnership with the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension (CCE) of Ulster 
County: creating 3D models of the spot-
ted lanternfl y (SLF) to help farmers iden-
tify and report sightings of the species. 
True-to-life replicas of the highly inva-
sive insect will be printed and distrib-
uted to farmers across the region.

First discovered in the US in 2014, the 
spotted lanternfl y (Lycorma delicatula) 
is a most unwelcome immigrant from 
East Asia that has already established a 
destructive presence in eastern Pennsyl-
vania and spread into New Jersey, Dela-

3D to ID
SUNY’s Additive Manufacturing Center creates spotted lanternfl y 

models for Cornell Coop

13

ware and Virginia. A brilliant hitchhiker, 
it lays its inconspicuous egg masses on 
nearly anything from tree trunks and 
rocks to fi rewood and even vehicles. 
So, it’s only a matter of time before SLF 
becomes a problem in our state, accord-
ing to the Department of Environmental 
Conservation. The fi rst specimen found 
in New York, in the fall of 2017, was a 
dead insect in Delaware County. In 2018, 

SLFs were reported in Albany, Monroe, 
Yates and Suff olk Counties.

The SLF’s favorite food is the invasive 
tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima), but 
it’s known to feed on the sap of more 
than 70 plant species. Fruit trees and 
grapevines are being especially hard-hit 
in Pennsylvania. Hops are also a favored 
host, as are nut trees. So, this creature’s 

New Paltz school administrators seek 2.54% increase in spending for next year.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond
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New Paltz High School students shine
in art awards competition

S
EVERAL NEW PALTZ High School art students received honors from the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers and were named as 2020 Regional Scholastic Art Award Medalists. In ad-
dition, two students were nominated for the prestigious American Visions Award. Ten 
New Paltz High School artists took home coveted Gold and Silver medals in the regional 

competition, which was comprised of students from Dutchess, Ulster and Sullivan counties. 
Among the winners are: Grade 12 students Pilar Duvivier, with two Gold, one Silver; Gia Hermes, 

one Gold, two Silver; and Shelby Maguire, two Gold, two Silver. For Grade 11, recipients include 
Emma Bakker, three Gold, one Silver; Eliza Behrke, one Gold, one Silver; Madison Harp, one Sil-
ver; Garrett Toman, one Gold; and Lake Willett, one Silver. Grade 10 students who earned awards 
include Dylan Keessen, one Gold, one Silver; and Dexter Thompson, one Gold. 

Any student who won a Gold medal was moved on to the national level of the competition, 
where they have the opportunity to win money and national recognition. Thee winners will be 
invited to an awards ceremony to be held at Carnegie Hall in New York City.

For the American Voices & Visions nominees, fi ve works of writing and fi ve works of art from 
each region were selected by local judges and will be celebrated in local exhibitions and ceremo-
nies. Gia Hermes and Garrett Toman won regional nominations and will be entered into the next 
phase, where a panel of jurors in New York City will select one writer and one artist from each 
region to receive the American Voices Medal or an American Visions Medal, which is the highest 
regional honor. Winners of the awards also attend a ceremony at Carnegie Hall and are celebrated 
during national events and at the National Exhibition in New York City. 

New Paltz High School Art teacher Laurene Pountain encouraged students to submit works 
for this prestigious competition, with 25 young artists answering the call, submitting more than 
102 works of art. Pountain, a district teacher for 20 years, says that New Paltz High School has 
participated in the program for many years, and has seen several students go to the national 
competitions. 

Pountain says this is the second time any of her students have been nominated for the American 
Visions medals, and she is excited to fi nd out the results. She proudly displays past winners from 
her classes under a special “Congratulations!” page on her website.

Scholastic Regional Art Award Medalists from New Paltz High School include Dylan Keessen, Garrett 
Toman, Madison Harp, Emma Bakker, Pilar Duvivier, Gia Hermes, and Shelby Maguire. Not pictured are 
Eliza Behrke, Lake Willett and Dexter Thompson.

Mark your calendars for

the New Paltz Regatta on June 14

The New Paltz Regatta will be held this year on 
Sunday, June 14. Gather your crew and bring your 
fun-spirited competitive side for a day of fun-fi lled 
tradition with live music and festivities.

The registration fee for the boat race is $25. You 
can register your boat online now or on the day of 
the Regatta at Village Hall before noon. Everyone on 
the boat over 18 years of age must show a valid ID. 
For more information, to register your boat, to be-
come a sponsor or to make a donation, visit www.
newpaltzregatta.com.

Balloon test rescheduled for March 14

The Town of New Paltz Planning Board has re-
scheduled a balloon test to this Saturday, March 14 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., related to 
the property proposed for a new 150-foot wireless 
telecommunications facility located on approxi-
mately 44.6 acres at 60 Jansen Road. 

The Planning Board has scheduled Sunday, March 
15 and each consecutive weekend date (Saturdays 
and Sundays only) thereafter in the case of inclem-
ent weather for the balloon test. The purpose of the 
balloon test is to have the balloon represent and 
identify the approximate height of the proposed 
tower, as it will appear from certain public views-
heds previously presented to the Planning Board. 

During the balloon test, the applicant will take 
photographs from the viewshed locations identifi ed 
by the Planning Board, which will be available for 
public inspection.

 
Gardiner Library off ers AARP

tax preparation help 

The Gardiner Library and the AARP tax aide will 
provide free tax services to low and moderate in-
come taxpayers starting Monday, March 16 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The program continues each Monday 
through April 13. Appointments are required and can 
be made by calling 917-757-0968 weekdays between 
11 a.m. and 3 p.m. or email anytime sweir12525@
gmail.com, providing your name and phone num-
ber, to schedule an appointment. Leave a message 
at other times and the call will be returned. AARP 
tax aide volunteers will review what is needed to fi le, 
locations, what appointments are available and what 
the client’s paperwork responsibilities are.

Generally, the program can handle simple returns 
involving wages, cash businesses, dividends, distri-
butions, social security, pension and routine item-
izations. Once you arrive, a greeter will ask you to fi ll 
out needed information and after review, a tax aide 
will prepare your return. Your return will then be 
quality checked by another aide to ensure accuracy. 
The tax aides will electronically transmit your return 
and provide you with a copy for your fi les.

Services take place in the community room. The 
library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For ad-
ditional information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gar-
dinerlibrary.org. 

Centering Prayer workshop

Fr. Salvatore Cordaro will be off ering a work-
shop on Centering Prayer on Wednesday, March 18, 
7 p.m., at St. Joseph’s Church, located at 34 South 
Chestnut Street in New Paltz.

Centering Prayer is a form of spiritual meditation 
that disposes us to enter contemplative prayer and 
to say “yes” to the presence of God within us. Fr. 
Salvatore will speak on the spirituality and the tech-
nique of this way to pray and then there will be an 
opportunity to pray in that way.  

Hudson Valley Music Collective presents 

Songwriter Circles at Gardiner Library

The Songwriter Circles by the Hudson Valley Mu-
sic Collective will take place at the Gardiner Library 
on Wednesday, March 18 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. There 
is a $10 suggested donation.

 Led by local musician, composer and teacher Mi-
chael Hollis, musicians will be given the chance to 
share with each other the successes and pitfalls of 
composing. Each circle will end with a short set per-
formed by a diff erent guest artist of the night. Bring 
your instruments. 

The series will be off ered in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

St. Patrick’s Day corned beef dinner on March 

15 at the Lloyd United Methodist Church

The Lloyd United Methodist Church will hold a St. 
Patrick’s Day corned beef dinner this Sunday, March 
15 from 4 to 6 p.m. The traditional corned beef, cab-
bage, carrots and potatoes will be served.

Tickets are $12 for adults, $6 for children 5-10 years 
old and free for children under fi ve. The church is lo-
cated at 476 New Paltz Road in Highland.

Take-out dinners will also be available. For res-
ervations and more information, call Pastor Gail at 
(845)255-8058.

Author readings at Inquiring Minds 

Bookstore in New Paltz

Inquiring Minds Bookstore in New Paltz will host 
two local authors as they share their new novels of 
family sagas this Sunday, March 15 at 4 p.m. at In-
quiring Minds in New Paltz.

Marina Antropow Cramer’s Anna Eva Mimi Adam 
is a story of three generations of women who suf-
fer the consequences of a single violent act. Roselee 
Blooston’s book Trial by Family tells a story of need, 
greed, love and money -- part family saga, part le-
gal drama. The authors will be available to sign their 
books after the event. All books purchased at the 
event will be discounted 15%.

Inquiring Minds Bookstore is located at 6 Church 
Street in New Paltz.

Mini golf In the stacks: Harry Potter

and the Masters of Mini Golf at Elting Library

Tee up at Elting Library this Saturday, March 14 
from 5 to 8 p.m. and Sunday, March 15 from 10 a.m. 
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to 1 p.m. Players of all ages are invited to enjoy nine 
holes of Harry Potter-themed mini golf in the stacks 
at Elting Library.

A ticket for one round of golf is $5 and an unlimit-
ed all-day pass costs $10. Refreshments will be avail-
able for purchase. All proceeds benefi t the library 
Youth Advisory Group, who built the sets.

Golf clubs will be provided by Lakeside Licks.

Battle of the Books 2020 informational 

meeting at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library will host the Battle of the 
Books 2020 informational meeting this Sunday 
March 15 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Learn about the 
library contest sweeping the nation that allows stu-
dents in grade 7 and up to compete against other 
public libraries in a Jeopardy-style match. Commu-
nity service hours for team members. A moderator 
asks 17 questions per round concerning eight pre-
selected books. This year’s chosen books are: The 
Golden Compass by Phillip Pullman, Out of My Mind
by Sharon Draper, Scythe by Neal Shusterman, The 
Prince and the Dressmaker by Jen Wang, Dreamland 
Burning by Jennifer Latham, Carry On by Rainbow 
Rowell, One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus and Just 
Mercy (Young Reader Edition) by Bryan Stevenson. 

The meeting will take place in the library commu-
nity room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org. 

Gardiner Day Committee to host

corned beef and cabbage dinner fundraiser

The Gardiner Day Committee is hosting a corned 
beef and cabbage dinner fundraiser this Saturday, 
March 14 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at the Gardiner Fire 
Department, located at 2349 Route 44/55. Wear your 
green clothing for a night of food and fun.

For tickets and more information, check out the 
event on the Gardiner Day New York facebook page 
(“Gardiner Day New York”). 

Tickets are available at Ulster Savings Bank in Gar-
diner, Walden Savings Bank in Gardiner, Majestic’s 
Hardware, Eventbrite or call Jewell at (845) 797-3629 
or Desi at (845) 750-5085.

Yoga Nidra with Wendy Blair

at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library hosts a Yoga Nidra class with 
Wendy Blair this Sunday, March 15 from noon to 1:00 
p.m. Yoga Nidra is a form of guided meditation that 
uses a combination of intention-setting, guided body 
scan, breath work and imagery as gateways to reduc-
ing mental, emotional and physical tensions. 

The suggested donation is $10 for the library All 
classes take place in the library community room. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Teen Advisory Board meeting

at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library invites teens between the 
ages of 13 and 18 to join the Teen Advisory Board at 
the Gardiner Library. The next meeting takes place 
this Sunday, March 15 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Attend-
ees receive community service hours.

Events take place in the library community room. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Learn about the history of dolls

at Elting Library on March 15

Local doll collector Carol M. Reiter will present 
“A Brief History of the Doll: From Religious Icon to 
Cherished Toy,” this Sunday, March 15, 4 p.m., in the 
Steinberg Room of the Elting Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

Reiter will bring highlights of her collection, in-
cluding dolls from diff erent continents (Africa, Asia 
and North America) and cultures. The oldest doll 
that will be on display is a China head from 1840. 
Also being displayed will be Nell Patience Madison -- 
a wooden Queen Anne doll reproduction by doll art-
ist Sandra Wright Justiss, based on a 1700s original. 
Reiter’s collection includes dolls made of tree bark, 
other kinds of wood, porcelain and fabric.

This free presentation, open to the public, will last 
about an hour and includes a question-and-answer 
session.

The Ladies Auxiliary of Highland Hose 

Company No. 1 to hold a Penny Social

The Ladies Auxiliary of Highland Hose Company 

No. 1 will hold a Penny Social on Saturday, March 28 
at the Highland Fire District headquartwes, located 
at 25 Milton Avenue in Highland.

The doors will open at 5 p.m. and calling starts 
at 6:30 p.m. There will be raffl  e tables and a 50/50 
raffl  e. Refreshments will be served.

Next Year’s Words will feature poets Molly 

McGlennen, Jo Pitkin and Sarah Wyman 

Next Year’s Words, a New Paltz reading forum, will 
feature three poets on March 18, 7:30 p.m., at the 
Jewish Congregation of New Paltz Community Cen-
ter, located at 30 North Chestnut Street in New Paltz. 

The three featured poets include: Molly McGlen-
nen, Jo Pitkin and Sarah Wyman. The event will be 
curated by Susan Chute.

There will be an open mic and refreshments will 
be served. The suggested donation is $4. 

For additional information, email:readandlisten@
npnextyearswords.org or npnextyearswords@
gmail.com.

The event will be presented by Wallkill Valley Writ-
ers and is supported by the SUNY New Paltz Depart-
ment of English.

New Paltz Garden Club to meet on March 16

The New Paltz Garden Club invites all interest-
ed gardeners to its fi rst 2020 meeting on Monday, 
March 16, 6 p.m., in the social hall of the New Paltz 
Reformed Church on Huguenot Street. A plant give-
away and potluck dinner, hosted by the members, 
will be enjoyed. Later programs of the year will be 
discussed.

Previously posted and now corrected, the talk 
“Garden Timeline” by Andrew Sinno of Wallkill 
Farms and Clinton Clausen, heard gardener of Mo-
honk Mountain House, is scheduled for Monday, 
April 20 at 7 p.m. All are welcomed. For additional 
information, call Kathy Rivera, vice president at 646-
361-5190.

Gardiner Library presents Slow Jam

The Gardiner Library will off er Slow Jam this Sun-
day March 15 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. All musicians 
and acoustic instruments are welcome. The Slow 
Jam allows those new to playing an acoustic instru-
ment to practice with some local musicians. Partici-
pants play at a slower pace, so everyone is given the 

chance to learn the songs. There’s no audience and 
no pressure.

Events take place in the library community room. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Go Green Expo in Gardiner

A Go Green Expo will take place on Saturday, 
March 21, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Gardiner Fire-
house, located at 100 Main Street.

Learn more about going solar, heat pumps, qual-
ity insulation, EV cars, composting, plant-based 
diets and sustainable businesses in the area. There 
will be green vendors, artists and educators to share 
how to reduce our carbon imprint. There will also 
be snacks, raffl  e prizes, kids’ activities and St. Patty’s 
Day fun.

This event is sponsored by Climate Smart Gardin-
er and is family friendly and free. 

Coping with the loss of a spouse

Beginning Experience of the Hudson Valley invites 
men and women of all ages who have suff ered the 
loss of a spouse due to death, divorce or separa-
tion to a fi ve-week program called “Coping with Life 
Alone.”

Participants will meet on the following Sundays: 
March 22, March 29, April 5, May 3 and May 17 from 
1 to 4:30 p.m. at St. Joseph’s parish center, located at 
34 South Chestnut Street in New Paltz.

Registration is required, so contact Karen at (845) 
255-8089 or kngavin@gmail.com, Margaret at (845) 
383-1746 or Jim at (845) 569-9452. For more informa-
tion, visit www.beginningexperiencehv.org.

Help keep local 
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever.  
The best way to support us...
Read our paper every week.

SUBSCRIBE AT:
hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe

or call Tobi & Amy at (845)334-8200  
for more info.

NEW PALTZ TIMES

THE BAKERY
Spring 
Holiday 
Specials

Hot Cross Buns
Irish Soda Bread
Shamrock Cookies
St.Joseph’s Pastry 
(Zeppole di San Giuseppe)

Hamentashen  
(apricot, raspberry, 
chocolate, prune, poppy)

13A Front Street, 
New Paltz 
255-8840
www.ilovethebakery.com

Custom Frame & Gallery
7 Taylor Street, New Paltz NY | 845.419.2647

3,000 Frame samples | Acid-Free Conservation Matboard
99% UV Filtering Glass | Stretcher bars | Diverse & Unique Photo Frames

Art Repair & Retouching | Frame Repair & Appraisal

Valentina Veranes
valentinacustomframe@gmail.com

WWW.VALENTINACUSTOMFRAME.COM
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Local coronavirus case
(Continued from page 1) 

 

SUNY New Paltz recalls study-abroad
students, discourages spring break travel

W
ITH NUMBERS OF patients aff ected by COVID-19, the currently rampant coronavi-
rus, mounting daily around the globe, SUNY New Paltz has requested that students 
studying abroad return to the US. “Four students have chosen to remain in CDC 
[Centers for Disease Control and Prevention]-designated level 2 or 3 countries, in-

cluding one student in South Korea and three students in Japan. All other students who were 
studying in CDC-designated level 2 or 3 countries have returned,” said the college’s director of 
communication, Melissa Kaczmarek.

On Wednesday, March 4, it was announced by Governor Andrew Cuomo that the returning 
study-abroad students would disembark from a chartered jet at Stewart International Airport in 
Newburgh, along with students from other SUNY schools instructed to return at the same time, 
and quarantined for 14 days in “dormitorylike settings.” By Friday, state offi  cials had changed the 
arrival point to John F. Kennedy International Airport in Queens. Those students arrived on Sat-
urday night and are being housed at undisclosed dormitories. Students were given the option of 
spending the CDC’s precautionary 14-day quarantine at home or in a SUNY dormitory.

SUNY New Paltz has also canceled all campus-sponsored and offi  cial campus international trav-
el for faculty, staff  and students to any country designated a Level 2 or Level 3 coronavirus risk by 
the CDC, which as of Sunday included Italy, South Korea, Iran, Japan and China. With spring break 
coming up March 14 to 21, the college advised members of the campus community to “reconsider 
very seriously plans to travel over spring break, either internationally or domestically, given the 
rapidly changing nature of this situation.”

Kaczmarek also noted, “We won’t be running programs in China, Italy, Japan and South Korea this 
summer.” What will happen with international students coming to campus for the summer session 
remains to be determined. As of presstime, the college had not yet canceled summer and fall sessions 
at the college’s Center for International Programs, and applications were still being accepted.

The single case of COVID-19 infection reported in Ulster County as of Sunday had no connec-
tion with the campus, offi  cials reported. But precautionary measures were underway on campus: 
“We have begun focused cleaning by custodial staff  of high-contact areas, including doorknobs, 
handrails, tabletops and computer lab keyboards and mice,” the college’s website announced. In 
addition, the SUNY New Paltz-based Institute for Disaster Mental Health (IDMH) will be off ering 
training to college faculty and staff  in Psychological First Aid (PFA), a universal early intervention 
that can be learned and delivered by anyone (no mental health background required) and used 
to support anyone experiencing stress or anxiety. All New Paltz students traveling abroad or who 
have recently returned home have access to a 24/7 virtual mental health counseling service.

For the latest updates on how the coronavirus outbreak will impact operations at SUNY New 
Paltz, visit www.newpaltz.edu/coronavirus-info.

-- Frances Marion Platt

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz. 

COVID-19 comes as local offi  cials have spent weeks 
preparing for a local outbreak. On March 3, Ryan 
convened a tabletop exercise at Ulster’s emergency 
operations hub located in the Ulster County Law 
Enforcement Center to run through county offi  cials’ 
responses to various scenarios involving the virus. 
The next day, Ryan met with dozens of local elected 
leaders and other stakeholders, including school of-
fi cials and representatives from area hospitals and 
nursing homes. The Ulster County Health Depart-
ment has also been monitoring about 14 individuals 
fl agged by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control be-
cause they had traveled through regions hit hard by 
the virus, including China, Italy and Iran. Those in-
dividuals have been asked to voluntarily quarantine 
themselves for 14 days and receive twice daily visits 
from public health nurses to monitor them for symp-
toms. So far, none of the recently returned travelers 
has developed COVID-19 symptoms.

At Sunday’s press conference, Ryan said the situa-
tion is evolving rapidly and that the county had plans 
in place to deal with a worsening outbreak. Ryan added 
that the county would take a “data-driven” approach to 
decisions, including whether to close schools or cancel 
public gatherings. One key decision point, Ryan said, 
would be if and when there were confi rmed cases of 
coronavirus “community transmission” — when the 
virus spreads locally rather than after being brought 
back to the county by travelers.

Ryan said while the county was prepared for 
major disruptions caused by coronavirus, for now 
county residents should follow basic protocols to 
minimize their risk of infection, including frequent 
hand-washing and staying home when they are sick. 
People who do develop fl u-like symptoms are asked 
to contact their family doctor or the county’s health 
department before traveling to a physician’s offi  ce or 
emergency room.

“We have thought through those worst-case scenari-
os,” said Ryan. “It is important for people to recognize 

that we are ready for that, but we are very far from 
being in that type of situation. People have what they 
need to do the basic preventive things at home.”

Jail visits banned
On Monday, March 9, Ulster County Sheriff  Juan 

Figueroa announced that because of virus concerns, 
visitors and programs have been banned from the 
Ulster County Jail for 30 days eff ective March 10. 

“All legal and clergy visits will occur in the non-
contact visiting rooms. All requests for emergency 
visits will be granted on a case by case basis, and will 
also take place in the non-contact visiting rooms. 
These requests will be by approval and appoint-
ment,” Figueroa stated.

Governor stresses social distancing
At a press conference Sunday on Long Island, Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo asked residents to avoid crowds. 
“[W]e want to avoid large gatherings, we want to 
avoid density. That’s why I’m reaching out to the 
private sector companies. By the way, local govern-

ments, I’m asking them to stagger their workforce. 
I’m asking citizens to stay home, telecommute.”

In a statement Sunday afternoon, U.S. Rep. Antonio 
Delgado (D-Rhinebeck) said he was in touch with Ryan 
and “closely monitoring” the situation and thanked 
public health workers and fi rst responders. “As testing 
occurs we are likely to see the number of cases signifi -
cantly increase. Now is the time to prepare: not panic.”

Latest developments from local off icials
Local offi  cials from the Village and Town of New 

Paltz, with representatives from the New Paltz Cen-
tral School District, SUNY New Paltz, fi re, police and 
rescue departments, met on March 5 after attending 
Ulster County’s COVID-19 planning meeting. Accord-
ing to Deputy Mayor KT Tobin, “We have decided 
to have our local committee convene daily to keep 
each other abreast of the latest developments and 
to be able to relay information to our community 
as circumstances develop. We will be updating our 
website (villageofnewpaltz.org) with updates as new 
information becomes available.” ++



June 14, 2012  •  5  March 12, 2020 • 5  New Paltz Times 

GARDINER | TOWN BOARD

Gardiner, Palisades 
Interstate Park
Commission, Friends 
of Tillson Lake near 
accord on saving dam
by Frances Marion Platt

A
T THE MARCH 3 Town Board meeting, 
Gardiner offi  cials as well as representa-
tives of the not-for-profi t Friends of Till-
son Lake (FOTL) advocacy group report-

ed substantial progress in their negotiations with the 
Palisades Interstate Park Commission (PIPC) with 
regard to the future of Tillson Lake, which PIPC had 
targeted in 2018 to be drained on account of leak-
age problems in its dam. According to town super-
visor Marybeth Majestic, she and deputy supervisor 
Laura Walls had a very productive meeting on Feb-
ruary 14 with two top PIPC offi  cials, Bob Kuhn and 
Joshua Laird, along with Evelyn Wright, assistant to 
county executive Pat Ryan, FOTL president Maury 
Gottesman, Gardiner highway superintendent Brian 
Stiscia and code enforcement offi  cer Andy Lewis. 
“They’re no longer pursuing an amendment to the 
Minnewaska State Park Plan,” which protects Tillson 
Lake, Walls said of the PIPC offi  cials. “It was like a 
360. They were very amenable.”

The most formidable missing piece in the eff ort to 
repair or replace the dam, rather than dismantling 
it, has been fi nding suffi  cient funding in state coff ers. 
Majestic noted that the town had applied to both 
state senator Jen Metzger and assemblyman Kevin 
Cahill seeking funding for the project to be included 
in the FY 2021 New York State budget, up for pas-
sage in April. But the decision might be delayed until 
November, the supervisor said, when a major capital 
projects bond act will be up for a vote in Albany.

Meanwhile, all parties had agreed that the next step 
was to draw up a cooperative agreement delineating 
the responsibilities of the town, PIPC, the state and 
other stakeholders in maintaining Tillson Lake if it is 
kept intact. “We have to make sure that if we do get 
funding, we’re shovel-ready,” said Majestic. According 
to Gottesman, Kuhn had committed PIPC to upgrade 
the parking lot, boat launch and trails around the lake 
“at their expense. The Friends will do the mainte-
nance…Our group is prepared to step up.”

Walls said that meetings with Metzger and Cahill’s 
staff s were being scheduled within the next few 
weeks. She urged that Gardiner undertake a design 
charrette process to elicit residents’ ideas and pri-
orities for further development of Tillson Lake as a 
public park, suggesting bike trails as one of the pos-
sibilities. “Or we could rent boats; that could be very 
lucrative.” ++

Assessment Review Board 
volunteers sought in Gardiner

The Town of Gardiner is seeking volunteers to 
serve on the Assessment Review Board. There are 
currently two openings on the fi ve-member board, 
due to chair Matt Larussa’s having moved outside 
the township and Mike Kruglinski’s death in Febru-
ary.

Town supervisor Marybeth Majestic explained at 
the March 3 Town Board meeting that the positions 
do not require members to work year-round. Most 
Assessment Review activity takes place in May and 
June, when residents may challenge their property 
tax assessments. A training for members will take 
place in April. Gardiner residents wishing to apply 
for the positions should contact Supervisor Majestic 
at supervisor.tog@gmail.com or (845) 255-9675, ex-
tension 101.

Another vacancy, on the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, was fi lled at the meeting by the board’s 
appointment of Ilka Casey to complete the term pre-
viously held by Joshua Platt.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Gardiner hikes summer rec fees

For the fi rst time in years, the Town of Gardiner 
will be raising fees for children to participate in its 
Summer Recreation Program for 2020. The increase 
was requested because, according to town supervi-
sor Marybeth Majestic, pool use fees for day camp-
ers at the Ulster County Pool are going to double this 
year, from $2 to $4 per day.

At its March 3 meeting, the Town Board voted to 
approve a fee increase for the six-week summer ses-
sion from $450 to $500 for Gardiner residents and 
from $500 to $600 for out-of-town residents. Majes-
tic noted that a substantial number of non-resident 
families are attracted to the program by Gardiner’s 
highly competitive rates, and that even with the 
increase, it will still be more aff ordable than most 
other nearby towns’ summer rec programs.

In addition, the maximum number of children per-
mitted to register for the program will be increased 
from 200 to 225 in 2020. “They’re not all on-site at 
the same time,” Majestic pointed out.

Accent Insurance Services can provide vendor insurance for 
food trucks and food concessions, flea market and antique 
show vendors and more. Let us help you find the best 
insurance for your unique business.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
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NEW PALTZ | CONVERSATION

DION OGUST

James H. Ottaway, Jr. and Arthur O. Sulzberger, Jr. 

by Erin Quinn

I
T WAS STANDING-
ROOM-ONLY for 
a conversation at 
SUNY New Paltz this 

past Wednesday with jour-
nalistic peers Arthur Ochs 
Sulzberger, Jr., chairman 
of The New York Times, 
and James Ottaway, Jr., 
formerly the chairman 
of Ottaway Newspapers 
and the retired director 
of Dow Jones, Inc. The 
crowd overfl owed Lecture 
Center 100 into the hall-
ways and lobby, where 
others interested in the 
talk “Trust, Truth and 
the Future of Journalism” 
could watch the discus-
sion live on large screens.

Besides having both 
grown up in newspaper 
families, starting their 
careers as beat reporters 
and working their way 
up the journalistic ladder 
to the executive suite, Ot-
taway and Sulzberger share other things in common: 
a deep love of New Paltz, a passion for environmen-
tal conservation, and a belief that our democracy 
would be in peril without quality journalism.

“Just consider: In the lifetime of the students at 
SUNY New Paltz, one-quarter of print newspapers 
have closed their doors, and more than half of all 
journalism jobs have been lost,” said Sulzberger. 
Sulzberger explained how the press, once reliant on 
advertising to sustain it, has had to invent an entire-
ly diff erent model to be sustainable -- one that pays 
homage to the print newspaper while staying cur-
rent in the digital world, and one that requires news 
coverage to move 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

“Back when we were reporting, we would cover 
our story, write it up on a typewriter, hand it to our 
editor, who would give us feedback; we’d make cor-
rections and send it to the copy editor,” said Sulz-
berger as he pantomimed the act of writing and re-
writing a story in the pre-Internet days. “Then we’d 
go off  to the bar! It was a great life,” he said with a 
laugh.

The Times has evolved
Today’s world is diff erent. The New York Times has 

moved from being a Northeast-based paper to hav-
ing three major editorial headquarters: New York 
City, Hong Kong and London. “When New York is go-
ing to sleep, Hong Kong is waking up, and it becomes 
their responsibility to update stories, to report any 
breaking news that might be happening in the world 
and to make the tough decisions of what deserves 
coverage and where to put it,” explained Sulzberger. 

And when Hong Kong goes to bed? “London takes 
over.”

Under Sulzberger, Jr.’s leadership and with the 
backing of the Ochs-Sulzberger family and share-
holders, The Times decided to invest in moving to a 
digital, paywall, subscription-based model ten years 
ago, it is thriving, with 5.3 million subscribers world-
wide. “We have a subscriber in every single country 
in the world,” said the chairman proudly, “even one 
in North Korea -- and I’m dying to know who it is!”

“I think we know who it is,” joked Ottaway. How 
had The Times has been able to survive in a climate 
where newspapers are closing their doors daily and 
the Internet supplies a tsunami of false information 
and vitriolic opinions, with few vetted journalistic 
outlets?

“We were in a tough place ten years ago,” re-
sponded Sulzberger. “We were in a recession, the 
advertising-based model was not being supported 
and we had to think long-term, not short-term -- and 
thank God we did!” He refl ected on a conversation 
that the family had, via conference call, where they 
all agreed to back Sulzberger and his cousins, who 
believed that the future was largely digital and sub-
scription-based.

“Then we had to invest heavily in our journalism, 
which we have done and continue to do. We have 
1700 people working on the journalistic/editorial 
side of the company right now, which is more than 
we’ve ever had in the history of the paper.” Some-
times their best and brightest have spent months or 
even years chasing down the facts of a story. 

“That story we did on Trump’s taxes took three 

of our top reporters 
working on it full-time 
for more than a year and 
a half,” Sulzberger said. 
“The Harvey Weinstein 
story took two of our re-
porters six months.” One 
of The Times’ podcasts, 
called The Daily, has ten 
million monthly listen-
ers. It is intended to bring 
people behind the curtain 
of journalism to see how 
a reporter tackles a story 
and is able to unearth the 
facts that tell it.

Explaining the Trump 
Bump

Ottaway, who led the 
conversation with ques-
tions before opening it 
up to the general audi-
ence, asked Sulzberger 
about the eff ect of Donald 
Trump’s election on sub-
scriptions to The Times. 
“We call that the ‘Trump 
Bump,’” replied Sulz-
berger. “Yes, we did expe-

rience a surge in readership, but that growth is not 
just about The Donald.”

Sulzberger said that his own son and recently 
anointed publisher, Arthur Gregg (a/k/a A. G.) Sul-
zberger, has had to “go to the Oval Offi  ce twice” to 
defend the press from attacks by the president. Sulz-
berger said that one of the positive sides of no longer 
being publisher is that he doesn’t “have to answer 
the phone when the president calls.” 

At Ottaway’s prompting, he told about his expe-
rience with Trump when he was still publisher. “It 
was during that period after the election, but before 
the inauguration, when we invited president-elect 
Trump to have an on-the-record conversation with 
our journalists, which you can still listen to,” he ex-
plained. At that time Sulzberger was in correspon-
dence with Trump’s press secretary, Hope Hicks, 
and the meeting was set. 

“I wake up to fi nd that Trump had tweeted some-
thing to the eff ect that ‘The New York Times has just 
changed the rules and I’m no longer going,’” said 
Sulzberger. He shook off  his anger and e-mailed 
Hope Hicks and said, ‘I know it’s a lie, you know it’s 
a lie.” 

Eventually Trump did come to meet with New York 
Times journalists. After speaking with Trump for 15 
or 20 minutes, Sulzberger motioned to the doors 
of The Times board room, where journalists await-
ed them. There was a signed photograph of every 
American president since Teddy Roosevelt hanging 
on the walls. “We have one of president Trump now, 
too,” noted Sulzberger.

He asked Trump to pay special heed to one photo 
in particular, the one that has an inscription that 
read “The New York Times: Some read it and like it. 
Some read it and do not like it. But everyone reads it. 
Signed, Richard Nixon.” 

“Think how that ended for him,” mused Sulzberg-
er. “That was the last president to take on the free 
press…” The line about Nixon received a raucous 
round of applause.

Local news is under stress
Ottaway asked his fellow Paltzonian what two of 

his worst days as publisher were. He responded. 
“Jayson Blair,” referring to The Times reporter who had 
been making up stories and sources, claiming to have 
been places he wasn’t and talked to people with whom 
he had not spoken. “That was brutal, because it went 
to the core of our mission: trust.” The Blair aff air end-
ed with the fi ring of executive editor Howell Raines, 
whom Sulzberger had brought in, and under whose 

Trust, truth and the future
Ottaway interviews Sulzberger onstage at SUNY New Paltz
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watch the Blair aff air had gone unchecked.
“Can you think of another really, really bad day?” 

asked Ottaway with a smile. “I never received as 
much hate mail as I did for one story we wrote,” said 
Sulzberger. He was fl ooded with nasty letters and 
threats of boycotts and subscription cancellations 
due to “the announcement that we would be going 
to color. People were outraged!” he said, “because 
this is one of the hard human truths: Change sucks.”

The paper did not suff er from its move to color. 
As for a happy day, Sulzberger cited the transfer-

ring of the leadership to his son, Arthur Gregg Sul-
zberger. “That makes us an organization that has 
successfully moved through fi ve generations, and 
it’s hard to think of many institutions like that -- ex-
cept for another one right in front of me: the Smiley 
family,” owners and operators of Mohonk Mountain 
House resort hotel for the past 150 years.

Sulzberger serves on the board of the Mohonk Pre-
serve and Ottaway on the board of the Open Space 
Institute.

Both notables played well into the hands of the lo-
cals, proudly claiming that they’re subscribers and 
avid readers of New Paltz Times and asking everyone 
in the audience to subscribe and invest in “local jour-
nalism,” which they both believe faces the greatest 
economic threat. “Local news, in particular, is under 
more stress than any other part of the news ecosys-
tem,” said Sulzberger. “It’s also critical to our safety, 
security and knowledge of our communities.”

Ottaway pleaded with everyone in the audience 

to support their local papers and to treat them like 
they would National Public Radio, making donations if 
they have to. “To think of all of these local dailies and 
weeklies shutting their doors is just horrendous,” said 
Ottaway. “It’s like living in darkness. I believe it poses a 
greater threat to our democracy than Trump does. At 
least Trump will eventually go away.”

“To borrow a line from the current publisher of 
The Times, my son, A. G. Sulzberger, ‘The world has 
enough podcasts, videos, tweets and hot takes to last 
us through the Apocalypse. But the world will always 
need more quality, deeply reported journalism.’ In-
deed,” said Sulzberger, “it’s the stuff  upon which a 
vibrant democracy, and a free and informed society, 
depends.”

The speakers took questions from the audience, 
with one resident, Bill Weinstein, asking about how 
The Times handled trolls on its Comments section. 
“We have a team that goes through those comments 
to make sure that they’re not inappropriate,” he re-
sponded, “that they add some value, and that they’re 
not the same comments being submitted 1200 times 
from Malta!”

Another resident asked, “Where are the women? 
It’s hard to look at your Opinion columns and see all 
men.” Sulzberger replied, “The Times has and con-
tinues to make a major commitment to diversity of 
voices including gender, race and ethnicity.”

Mr. Sulzberger’s socks 
Village mayor Tim Rogers asked whether he “lived 

in a bubble, because I think our local journalism is 
strong. I think the reporters from the Oracle [SUNY 
New Paltz’s student paper] are really interested in 
the stories they cover, and I always answer their 
calls. I think New Paltz Times does a thorough job.”

Rogers did not express this same faith in the local 
dailies. 

“But I bet you have people on staff  who read them 
and let you know everything that they’ve written 
about you,” countered Sulzberger. 

“I’m trying to keep taxes down in New Paltz, so 
I’m not in the business of paying staff  to read the 
dailies,” said the mayor. “Touché,” answered Sulz-
berger.

Talking about a free and informed press being one 
of the key ingredients of a healthy democracy, Sulz-
berger said that we often think about the “free” part 
but not as often the “informed” part. Living in dark-
ness or ignoring dogged reporting imperils not only 
our daily lives but also our society. 

He referenced Thomas Jeff erson, “one of our 
nation’s founders and fi ercest advocates of a free 
press,” who put it this way: “If a nation expects to be 
ignorant and free in a state of civilization, it expects 
what never was and what never will be.”

The last question came from someone watching 
the talk from outside of the crowded Lecture Center. 
College president Donald Christian read it out loud: 
“Mr. Sulzberger, I love your socks. Where did you get 
them?” 

The answer? Rock and Snow, of course. ++

Visit Cherry Hill Center
Great Local Businesses in One Convenient Location!

Largest Indie Comic Book Selection in the Area
We offer subscriber/pull list service

246 Main Street., Suite #15 • New Paltz, NY 12501 • 845.255.1115N
E

W
 O

W
N

E
R

O
P

E
N

 7
 D

A
Y

S
 A

 W
E

E
K

For drop-off service call for details.
Open Daily 6am – 10pm

7 Cherry Hill Road, New Paltz, NY
845-390-1290 or 845-256-8065

dd ff

No Wait Time!

Plenty of 
Machines!

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Richardson, TX

1901155

Full Service Salon
serving women, men and children

Specializing in Bridal Hair and Makeup

845-255-5505
246 Main St., Suite 4, New Paltz
www.studioonehairdesign.com

 @studio_one_hair_design

Courtesy of Michelle  
from New Paltz

DESIGNING & BUILDING
COMPLETE KITCHENS

& BATHS FOR  
ALL BUDGETS

3 Cherry Hill Rd. in New Paltz
845-255-2022

www.wcwkitchens.com

Mondays — half off bottles of beer & wine*
Wednesdays — kids under 12 eat free*

*after 4 pm

adaleto’s Seafood



 New Paltz Times 8 •  March 12, 2020

2.54% increase in spending
(Continued from page 1) 

for business, both of whom are quite new in their po-
sitions. That was acknowledged by board president 
Michael O’Donnell when he said that there’s usually 
more detail in the fi rst pass.

The main drivers are wages and the cost of spe-
cial education services, Josefsberg said. Enrollment 
is expected to decline by about 70 students overall, 
although next year’s kindergarten class is projected 
to be slightly larger. That will translate into smaller 
class sizes in some, but not all, elementary grades. 
There are no recommendations to eliminate any 
positions. Other proposed expenditures include 
repairing the middle school steps and adding se-
curity lighting. Josefsberg is also seeking to pay for 
“program enhancements” such as math programs 
through fi fth grade, and a “unifi ed sports program” 
that would include basketball and bowling. Resident 
Michelle DiDonna was on hand to remind trustees 
that some community members would like to see 
modifi ed lacrosse teams funded, rather than any-
thing no one asked for, such as bowling.

Carbon tried to explain the proposal of Governor 
Cuomo’s that could have long-lasting eff ects on state 
aid. That aid comes in two forms -- foundation and 
reimbursement. With Cuomo’s successful push for 
shared services, she explained, it’s much harder to 
track reimbursements for qualifi ed expenditures like 
BOCES contracts to see if the appropriate amount is 
indeed being sent back. In the current state budget 
proposal money is shifted out of foundation aid, and 
Carbon said she and her colleagues are concerned 
that “the details are troubling” and could lead to aid 
being quietly reduced in the future. “Beat the legisla-
tive drums, please,” she said.

A community budget forum will be held on 
Wednesday, March 18, 7 p.m., in the audion at New 
Paltz High School. ++

NEW PALTZ | SCHOOL BOARD

Policy, not pouches

New Paltz School Board trustees are going to try 
to beef up their support for administrators and 
teachers who wish to control the use of cell phones 
in their classrooms, but they want to use their au-
thority rather than taxpayer money to make that 
happen. Teachers, particularly in the high school, 
have expressed frustration over the proliferation 
of the devices and the lack of clear policy guidance 
that would allow them to exercise some control over 
their use. Trustee Diana Armstead arranged for a 
presentation by Benji Spanier of Yondr about a lock-
ing pouch that could be a solution.

Spanier couched his demonstration of the pouch-
es and locking stations in terms of the wider prob-
lem of cell-phone addiction, a problem this compa-
ny is being positioned to solve. A contract with this 
district would cost $16 per student in the middle and 
high schools where it would be utilized, and include 
training, support and unlimited replacement pouch-
es to account for loss and tampering. Each student 
would be assigned a pouch for the year, and since 
the locking stations can be portable there would be 
fl exibility for situations like teachers wanting to have 
phones available during a class or anxious students 
who wanted to contact their parents.

No trustee asked about the impact of using these 
pouches might have during a lockdown situation, but 
they did ask about free periods. “What better time to 
be phone-free?” Spanier asked, going on to explain 
the social benefi ts of not having screens available at 
those times. He was less confi dent when asked about 
other devices; he seemed caught off  guard to learn 
that students bring their own tablets and laptops 
from home rather than having them assigned.

Glenn LaPolt warned that “there will be blow-
back” if the code of conduct is updated and adminis-
trators are directed to empower their teachers when 
it comes to controlling phones in the classroom. He 
has heard accounts of students refusing to put away 
phones when asked, creating a “scene,” only to re-
turn from a trip to the offi  ce with the phone still in 
hand and no detention assigned.

--  Terence P Ward

Mill Brook classroom in full swing
Long before it was formally protected and named, 

the Mill Brook Preserve was being used informally 
as an outdoor classroom for students at Duzine el-
ementary school. At their March 4 meeting, School 
Board members heard how it’s being used now that 
there’s a formal partnership in place between them 
and leaders of the nonprofi t tasked with manage-
ment of the area.

Kindergarten teacher Melissa Manning spoke 
about “forest Fridays” during which her students 
learn about weather (and appropriate dress), winter 
habits of local fauna, indigenous human residents of 
the area and environmentalism. The students them-
selves presented and described drawings depicting 
what they’d learned about thus far this year, from 
the birds and other animals to their tracks and scat.

Julie Seyfert-Lillis, president of the nonprofi t Mill 
Brook Preserve Inc., told trustees that protecting 
the preserve as an outdoor classroom and place for 
“citizen science” was exactly what she’d hoped for in 
working to get the land protected in the fi rst place.

--  Terence P Ward

Bring graduation home
New Paltz High School seniors want to walk the stage 

on their own turf, Jacob Patel told members of the New 
Paltz School Board last week. Patel is a student repre-
sentative to that body, and brought that news as part of 
his regular report. Last year’s seniors were denied the 
same request, with then-superintendent Maria Rice re-
portedly using the fact that the location was printed in 
the school calendar as the reason; planning the district 
calendar is a process that takes most of the preceding 
school year to complete. The request was made by 
that class’s president, Evan Holland-Shepler, a scant 35 
days before the ceremony but with the signatures of a 
hundred of his classmates to back him up.

Patel did not bring signatures, but he did raise the 
issue much earlier. The reason for moving the 2018 
ceremony was construction noise, Holland-Shepler 

said at the May 22, 2019 board meeting, and it’s 
not clear why it continues to be planned for an off -
campus location year after year. No board members 
commented on the proposal, and it remains to be 
seen if interim superintendent Bernard Josefsberg 
will choose to cling to the notion that what’s in an 
old-fashioned printed calendar should hold sway.

--  Terence P Ward

A lesson in the price of protest
At last week’s New Paltz School Board meeting,  trust-

ees discussed another request to excuse the absences 
of students attending an upcoming climate strike. This 
was granted once and denied the second time, and 
board members now seem to have decided that they 
will not be excusing absences again. In addition to 
questions about liability and the authority to excuse an 
absence for activism, board members generally agreed 
that it’s not a protest if there are no consequences.

Sophia Skiles and Glenn LaPolt both want to sup-
port these strikes in some way, but excusing ab-
sences is not in the cards. Bianca Tanis said she was 
glad children are advocating on this important issue, 
“but they don’t need our permission to do that.” She 
raised the question of whether such an excuse would 
be legal and wondered about the downside. “An ab-
sence is not a heavy cross to bear,” she said.

Skiles noted that up until now there has been no 
consistency, especially if the protest-like March for 
our Lives event in 2018, which took place entirely on 
school property behind a cordon of police offi  cers 
not even authorized to allow reporters free access, 
was taken into account.

“Once we give our consent, it’s not a strike,” said 
Michael O’Donnell.

Skiles agreed, saying, “Otherwise, it’s a fi eld trip.”
--  Terence P Ward

NEW PALTZ | VILLAGE PLANNING BOARD

Green storm brewing
That there is a neighborhood of net-zero-energy 

single-family homes in New Paltz is celebrated in 
some quarters, but each time a new house is pro-
posed in the “Green Acres” development on Cooper 
Street, it seems to cause just a bit more consterna-
tion at village meetings than the last. The proposal to 
build at 17 Cooper resulted in questions being raised 
at the village Planning Board meeting held March 3.

While variances have been granted for nearly ev-
ery house in this neighborhood to make it easier to 
maximize solar collection potential, this house is be-
ing designed to avoid that need. Developer Anthony 
Aebi has maintained that a zoning change put into 
place in 2001 made this virtually a requirement, as 
the increased setbacks frustrate the environmental-
ly-focused goals he has laid out. A variance was con-
templated for this application as well, evidenced by 
a “statement of need” fi led by architect David Toder, 
but apparently that need has been addressed in oth-
er ways for this application.

Planning Board chair John Oleske said that he is 
anticipating neighbors participating in the public 
hearing that board members set for April 7, because 
he’s already heard concerns about the size of this 
proposed house, given its higher elevation relative 
to neighboring lots. The square footage on the plans 
is listed as 2,710, but Oleske said that when consid-
ering the two-car garage, as well as the offi  ce with 
attached bathroom and recreation room in the cel-
lar, it’s being seen as a 4,500-square-foot home by 
some residents, who worry about the “very tall wall” 
building this would eff ectively create.

Board member Tom Rocco said that this proposal 
is “not quite out of proportion . . . but it’s larger than 
I expected.” Denis McGee, on the other hand, said, 
“It’s not a big building.”

“I don’t fully agree with Denis,” Oleske observed, 
adding that he wondered if houses on some of the 
remaining lots “could be bigger.” Board members dis-
cussed their role and the discretion they have guiding 
development, and Oleske said his concern was in en-
suring that any such discretion is applied consistently.

Later on during the meeting, Environmental 
Policy Board member Don Kerr reminded Planning 
Board members that the development, as originally 
approved before the turn of the century, called for 
950-square-foot homes.

-- Terence P Ward
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by Sharyn Flanagan

L
ONGTIME NEW PALTZ residents who as-
sociate the cavernous space inside 58 Main 
St. with the college student hangout “Caf-
eteria” located there for so many years will 

fi nd quite the transformation in what is now home 
to Pho Tibet, a serene and relaxed atmosphere in 
which to enjoy authentic Vietnamese and Himala-
yan cuisine. Owners Phurbu Tsering and Phurbu 
Cheosang acquired the property back in August, but 
spent six months renovating the place, resulting in 
a comfortable environment that refl ects Asian sensi-
bilities blended with contemporary American decor. 

Beautiful new fl ooring has been installed and the 
kitchen-side wall painted a vivid teal blue that plays 
nicely with the aged brick wall opposite. A color-
ful banner has been strung around the top of those 
wonderfully high ceilings that give the place its spa-
ciousness. Artfully arranged bamboo is installed in a 
nook high up on the wall, while colorful decorations 
and a painted fi replace screen add visual interest 
down at table level.

On the day that New Paltz Times paid a visit, it just 
happened to be the fi rst day of the Tibetan New Year, 
a 15-day celebration that begins on the fi rst day of 
the lunisolar Tibetan calendar. “Losar” predates the 
arrival of Buddhism in Tibet and has its roots in a 
winter incense-burning custom of the Bon religion. 
In celebration of the event, Pho Tibet had an altar set 
up in the dining room with representative off erings, 
including a traditional fried dough made only for 
the New Year, and many of the owners’ friends were 
present wearing colorful traditional costumes, din-
ing and celebrating in large family groups of all ages. 

Open for just a few weeks now, the restaurant has 
been very busy from day one, according to manager 
Tashi Tsakorbaro, who says they have purposely not 
done a big advertising push in order to open the new 
place slowly, relying on word-of-mouth and “friend to 
friend” recommendations from those who have come 
in. “We would like people to just experience it,” he 
says, “and we want to get feedback from customers.”

A longtime friend of the owners – and as it hap-
pens, a former Tibetan monk – Tashi is charming 
and welcoming as the face of the restaurant wel-
coming diners. And while all involved in the venture 
have more than 20 years in the restaurant business, 
this is the fi rst time for them as restaurateurs. Tashi 
has been a food and beverage manager for a golf 
club on Nantucket Island for two decades, a seasonal 
position he’ll return to this summer before coming 
back to New Paltz in the fall, and chef/owner Phurbu 
Tsering fi rst acquired his culinary skills in Delhi, In-
dia. Later this year Pho Tibet will acquire additional 
owners in Bemigmau Tsering and Jampa Lakshey.

New Paltz was chosen as the location to open Pho 
Tibet after the owners did research on university 
towns, Tashi says, in the belief that a college town 
would have the right demographics for the business. 
They hire college students as servers, and attract-
ing the students as customers is one of the reasons 
they’ve kept prices low, he says, adding that, as it 

turns out, there have been just as many adults in 
town turning into regular customers. “And we really 
love it here,” he says. “New Paltz is very special. It’s 
a beautiful neighborhood.”

Pho Tibet is open every day from noon to 10 p.m. 
Chef Phurbu Tsering says he is very particular about 
the food that leaves his kitchen and his recipe for 
pho is a family secret. A vegetarian option is avail-
able in each category on the menu and gluten-free 
items are off ered.

Pho noodle soup is made in fi ve varieties, includ-
ing a grilled lemongrass chicken option and anoth-
er with thinly sliced raw beef and brisket, priced 
from $10-$10.99. The Pho Tibet Special pho -- spicy 
braised short rib topped with onion, scallion and ci-
lantro -- is $12. 

Traditional Tibetan momo, a type of steamed 
dumpling with a fi lling, costs $8.99 for the vegetar-
ian version and $9.99 for beef or chicken, with eight 
pieces per order.

A Pho Tibet specialty is Beef Shabtak, a beef bris-
ket sautéed with red peppers, red onion and toma-
toes, served with duck sauce ($10.99). Steamed buns 
are $2 each.

Banh mi sandwiches range from $9-$12, with the 
Classic made with Vietnamese ham, smoked ham, 
ground pork and marrow mayo pâté. The braised 
short rib banh mi has beansprouts and basil, with 
additional sandwiches featuring grilled lemongrass 
chicken, grilled pork chop, fried beer-battered cat-
fi sh, double-fried chicken breast or veggies.

Beverages include Vietnamese coff ee, served hot 
or cold, and jasmine or green tea along with lemon-
ade and soda.

Rice vermicelli entrée-size salads run $11 to $15, the 
latter for one with smoked duck breast. Other salad op-
tions are grilled shrimp served with fried spring rolls 

LAUREN THOMAS

Pho Tibet has recently opened at 58 Main Street in New Paltz. Pictured left to right are: manager Tashi Tsakorbaro, 
owner Phurbu Tsering and chef Phurbu Tsering.

NEW PALTZ | TASTE

Chase the fl avors
Pho Tibet, a new eatery in New Paltz, off ers authentic Vietnamese and Himalayan cuisine

($10.99), short ribs and lemongrass chicken. Vegetar-
ian spring rolls with a veggie sauce cost $6 for fi ve, as 
do seafood spring rolls with a fi sh sauce. Summer rolls 
are two for $6, served with peanut sauce.

Pho Tibet also serves Mexican-inspired and Viet-
namese-style tacos made with coconut fl avor rice 
fl our tortillas, two to an order for $8 with the short 
rib taco priced at $10. The Vietnamese taco includes 
ground pork and shrimp, with other options made 
with fried catfi sh, fried pork belly, lemongrass chick-
en or grilled shrimp, the latter sampled by this re-
porter. The shrimp were fresh and grilled perfectly, 
with a healthy and quite fl avorful topping of bean 
sprouts, cilantro, and pickled carrots and daikon. A 
bit of pico de gallo-type salsa is served on the side 
along with a tangy chili oil marinated in lime to driz-
zle over the tacos.

Pho Tibet is located at 58 Main Street. For reserva-
tions or to order take-out, call (845) 633-6442. ++
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COUNTY | NOTES

Woodstock Bookfest canceled

The Woodstock Bookfest, scheduled for March 26 
to 29 at various venues in and around Woodstock, 
has been called off . 

“I’m heartsick to say we’re canceling Woodstock 

Bookfest 2020,” organizer Martha Frankel said in a 
notice announcing the decision. “Public gatherings 
are just not smart right now .... We’ll reach out to 
ticket-buyers in the coming days. A host of our pan-
elists have already agreed to be here next year. We 
appreciate the avalanche of support we’ve received 
for this decision. And thank you to our sponsors, 
who are standing beside us, and the authors who 
have agreed to come to Bookfest 2021.” 

For information, visit woodstockbookfest.com.

Lara Hope to be honored

Lara Hope, local rock, country and rockabilly chan-
teuse, has won the 2020 City of Kingston Distinguished 
Artist Award. An award ceremony will be held on 
Thursday, April 23, at 5:30 p.m. at the city hall.

She’s known for her work with Lara Hope and the 
Ark-Tones and The Gold Hope Duo. The recipient of 
the 2017 Ameripolitan Music Award for Best Female 
Rockabilly Artist, Hope has performed at many local 
events and tours the globe. Hope succeeds the 2018 
inaugural awardees, Julie Hedrick and Peter Wetzler.

Another Saugerties newcomer 

A harbor seal has taken up residence in Saugerties. 
According to Saugerties lighthouse keeper Patrick 
Landewe, the seal was fi rst spotted August 5, 2019 
but it was only last month that the numbers on its tag 
allowed it to be positively identifi ed.

“According to the Atlantic Marine Conservation 
Society, it is a male harbor seal, about two years 
old,” Landewe wrote in an email this week. “As a 
newborn pup, he was found abandoned and rescued 
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on April 28, 2018 from Lower Goose Island at Harp-
swell, Maine. He was emaciated and suff ered from 
infections. He was transferred to their facility in Mys-
tic, Conn. for treatment, including surgery for an ear 
infection.  He was released at Charlestown, Rhode Is-
land on January 17, 2019 with a satellite tracking tag.”

Landewe wrote that the seal has visited the Con-
necticut River and the Long Island coast before 
heading up the Hudson. “It appears to be in good 
health and has been seen swimming, eating fi sh, and 
sunning itself — basically doing what seals do.”

It’s unusual for a seal to stick around the Hudson 

for this long. Landewe asked that people not harass, 
feed or chase the seal. It’s illegal — “No selfi es with 
seals!” he emphasized.

The best place to spot the seal is Tina Chorvas Wa-
terfront Park on East Bridge Street.
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Schools
Rebecca Bendell

Student events, profi les & sports

by Oliver ten Broeke

C
HEERFUL, STUDIOUS AND resolute before 
adversity, New Paltz High School senior Re-
becca Bendell is known in the community 
for her work with her parish, as well as the 

distinction of being the second-ever female athlete 
on the varsity football team. With a clear forecast 
of her life’s plans, Bendell can count on an accom-
plished and delightful future.

Bendell has been playing football since seventh 
grade. She explains that her siblings have been a 
big infl uence for her in this regard. Bendell’s older 
sister, Rosalind, was actually the fi rst girl to play on 
the junior varsity and varsity football teams. “There 
have been a few girls that played football before my 
sister and I, but they only played during the eighth 
grade. Then, my sister started during eighth grade, 
which we would tease her for. Then she was the fi rst 
to continue to high school, where she played JV for 
two years and varsity for one year. During that time, 
I was the fi rst girl to start in seventh grade and I’ve 
gone with it since.”

Bendell also mentions her brother. “I also give 
credit to my brother, Chris. He played football for 
six years. He was a really good lineman and I took af-
ter him to become a lineman.” Bendell’s family was 
the greatest impetus for her football career. “Chris 
played, so my sister played, and I decided that if they 
were doing it, I was going to do it too.

Mentioning the diffi  culties of being a pioneer, Ben-
dell doesn’t seem like she was terribly phased or 
bothered by being the only girl on the team. “Being 
part of the football team and being the only girl on 
the team made up of 30 guys for the most testoster-
one-fi lled, driven sport ever -- that was a little tough. 
I had some of the guys questioning why I was there 
and there was the occasional sexist comment, but 
they were always very minimal. Those guys are now 
my pretty good friends, who will help me practice 
before games and who fully accept me as a team-
mate. It’s not ‘she’s the girl on the team’ anymore, 
it’s just ‘yeah, she’s a part of the team.’ Gender isn’t 
really a factor in it anymore, and that’s cool to see.”

Since she was young, Bendell has been part of the 
youth group of her parish. “I’m the leader of the 
youth group of my parish now. I’ve volunteered a lot 
with CYFM.” Capuchin Youth and Family Ministries, 
or CYFM, focuses on connecting with youth and en-

abling them to do service work. Eventually, Bendell 
had the opportunity to do some substantial altruistic 
work. “I did community-service vacation bible-school 
for kids for three years, and then I was fi nally able to 
save up enough money to go on the Kentucky outreach 
trip. We went there for two weeks to build houses in 
one of the poorest counties in the United States.” 

Bendell explains a little bit about the Kentucky 
outreach process. “We drove down in a van of 12 
people, one of seven vans. The next morning, we’d 
go out in our groups and do community outreach. 
I was part of one of the manual labor groups. My 
group in particular was building a brand new house 
for a family who had been living in generational pov-
erty, and the hope was that with a fresh start, this 
family could break out of the cycle.”

Remembering the trip, Bendell recalls the initial 
shock of witnessing true generational poverty for 
the fi rst time. “Here, when we think of poverty, we 
think ‘doesn’t have enough money to buy lunch’ or 
‘couldn’t buy new sneakers.’ Seeing generational 

Rebecca Bendell.

property was something completely else.”
There for fi ve days, Bendell and her group had the 

chance to get to know and bond with the family they 
were helping. “There was a young girl, only a little 
younger than us, and there was a young boy around 
ten years old… We had a toy football that we had to 
play with the little boy, and he was just living. We 
were having a lot of fun.”

Academically, Bendell is most interested in science 
and mathematics. “I’m pretty passionate about school. 
I like math a lot… What I like about math is that it has 
one answer, but there are many ways to get to it.” For 
college, Bendell will be pursuing chemical engineer-
ing. “I’m looking at an engineering track. I love math 
and the sciences, and chemistry has been my favor-
ite science course in our school. I’ve been looking at 
chemical engineering with a minor in mathematics.” 
Bendell’s top choice for school is the SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry. She also has her 
eyes on SUNY New Paltz and Clarkson.

Ideally, Bendell would like to follow in the footsteps 
of her father. “I’d like to do something similar to what 
my father does. He’s an environmental engineer.”

To Bendell, the most vital thing in life is its enjoy-
ability. “I think the most important thing is being 
happy and comfortable with yourself. Second comes 
having good friends and company in your corner, 
but before you can do that and fully benefi t from 
their presence, you need to be okay with yourself.”

In closing, she advises her peers to do two things. 
Firstly, “Don’t be afraid to go outside of your com-
fort zone. Unless it’s super dangerous, then maybe 
think twice, just try it. It might end up being really 
good.” Her second piece of advice? “Do math!” ++
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by Rich Corozine

T
HIS ONE SEEMED improbable. After losing 
their all-star backcourt of Axel Rodriguez 
and Casey Burke from their two-straight 
Section 9 Class A title basketball teams, the 

New Paltz boys weren't given much of a chance to do 
what they did on Saturday, March 7...win their third 
straight. But that's what they did, beating number 
two seed Monticello 69-67 in overtime on a Jackson 
Soper three-pointer from deep in the corner with 
just 0:29 left on the clock. With the win, the Hugue-
nots are the fi rst Class A team to ever win back-to-
back-to-back titles.

This title seemed even more improbable consider-
ing they didn't have 6-8 senior Patrick Murphy for 
half the season (nursing a sprained ankle) and were 
essentially without him again in their title run...he 
re-injured the ankle in the opening quarter of the 
semifi nal. So who exactly were the Huguenots "left 
with" to bring them their third straight? The only 
other player on this season's roster, besides Murphy, 
that received extended playing time last season is 
point-guard/defender extraordnaire Matt Simmons. 
The others, role-players a year ago, rose up and 
shined: high-scoring forward Justin DeMaria, erratic 
but intense guard Jeff  Reynoso, super-athletic back-
up 6-2 center Jorden Cook and this year's Section 
Tournament's super-surprising Soper...who scored a 
new career-high 22 points against Monticello, with 
DeMaria with 15 and Reynoso ten. With Simmons, all 

are juniors and will be back next season. 

Four-peat anyone?
For the boys in the quarterfi nal round of this past 

week's Section 9 tournament, it looked, through the 
fi rst-half against Red Hook, as if the two-time de-
fending Class A champions would be dethroned...
and with ignominy. The Huguenots looked real bad. 
Torched by senior guard Brandon Cahill for 15 fi rst-
half points, turning the ball over, missing easy shots 
and being outplayed overall by the Raiders, they 
were down at one point in the half by 15 points at 30-
15, before running off  six straight points just before 
halftime (rebound and coast-to-coast drive by Justin 
DeMaria, a Patrick Murphy tap-in of a Jeff rey Reyno-
so miss and a steal and coast-to-coast breakaway by 
Matt Simmons) to go off  down just nine points at 34-
25.

The second-half brought changes and adjustments 
from coach Stu Robinson, moving from a 3-2 zone 
to a man-to-man defense that brought forth the best 
backcourt defender arguably in Section 9 in Sim-
mons, and put him on Cahill. The defense, leaving 
Red Hook to their strength in the fi rst half -- outside 
shooting -- moved everyone out, with the 6-8 Mur-
phy sealing off  the inside. It brought immediate re-
sults as Cahill hit a jumper early, but never scored 
again, as Simmons completely shut him down and 
the Huguenots closed out the third quarter with a 
lay-in from Reynoso (off  a rebound and outlet from 
Murphy) to cut the Raiders lead to 45-44.

With Cahill shut-down, Red Hook's Brendan Dono-
hue carried the Raiders load, opening up an early 
51-46 lead. But then New Paltz put together one of 
their patented runs -- this one 10-0 -- to take a 56-51 
lead under midway through the fi nal quarter. It was 
Reynoso with a three-pointer, DeMaria a breakaway 
off  a Simmons' steal, Soper with a pair of free throws 
and what turned out to be the coup de grace -- a 
three-pointer from Murphy. Donohue hit on a drive 
and it was 56-53 with just under a minute remaining. 
Reynoso then hit one-of-two free throws with 0:30 to 
go. It was 57-53. Cahill missed a three, with Simmons 
grabbing the rebound and was fouled. He missed 
the front end of a one-and-one. Donohue then came 
back and hit on an relatively uncontested drive to 
cut it to two points with 0:04 left. The Huguenots, 
hoping to put the hometown full-house into a state 
of apoplexy, then threw the ball away on the ensuing 
inbounds, giving the Raiders back the ball with 0:03 
on the clock. Raiders tenth-grader Gavin Cole found 
himself alone under the basket on the throw-in...and 
missed the easy layup...but wait, New Paltz had one 
more cardiac moment for the faithful, as DeMaria 
fouled Cole on the ensuing rebound...two shots 
with 0:01 left in the game. With the New Paltz fans 
screaming (loudly), Cole missed the fi rst free throw, 
purposely missed the second, with Murphy grabbing 
the rebound as the buzzer sounded. DeMaria led the 
Huguenots with 18 points, with Reynoso with 14 and 
Simmons ten.

And it looked like New Paltz had no intention of 
going quietly into that good night, as the number 
four seed/two-time defending Class A champion 
beat number one Minisink Valley on Wednesday 62-
53 to set up a possible high-fl ying Class A fi nal with 
number two Monticello, who  ran over FDR 76-54.  
Soper had the game of his career, scoring 20 points, 
with DeMaria with 18, Reynoso eleven and Simmons 
nine.

After securing their third straight title, the 17-6 
New Paltz boys travel to Vestal to play Section 4's 
Johnson City on Wednesday, March 11 at 7:45 p.m. in 
a State opening round game.

The New Paltz girls were shut down by Warwick 
37-29 in a Class A quarterfi nal, with Ruby Santos 
leading the Huguenots with nine points. New Paltz 
fi nished the season at 15-6. ++

Three-peat!
New Paltz boys’ basketball team wins third straight Class A title

Jeff  Reynoso (23).

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Coach Stu Robinson and the New Paltz boys in a time out.
Justin DeMaria (14).

Jackson Soper (20).
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WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted by 3:30 
p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. All letters should be signed and 
include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not specifically limit the number of 
letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to make 
room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right to waive any and 
all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

New Paltz Democratic Committee meeting

The New Paltz Democratic Committee is holding 
its March meeting on Thursday, March 12, 7 p.m., at 
Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue. All registered Dem-
ocrats are invited to attend. The committee is look-
ing for additional committee members and associ-
ates for the very important upcoming elections. This 
meeting’s agenda includes get-out-the-vote actions, 
interviewing new members, a presentation of the 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor program, a grass-roots voter 
outreach and education eff ort and other topics. The 
committee’s current members -- a diverse, multigen-
erational group of passionate community members, 
both veterans of and new to political involvement -- 
are excited and energized about working diligently 
towards getting Democrats elected in 2020. Please 
visit our website at http://newpaltzdemocrats.com/
membership/ for details about joining, or attend our 
meeting.

William Wheeler Murray, Member at Large
New Paltz Democratic Committee

Silver lining

It’s diffi  cult and maybe inappropriate to seek out a 
positive spin for a pandemic. We can’t, however, ig-
nore the positive impact that the coronavirus is having 
on climate change. People are traveling less (by choice 
or by regulation), they’re fl ying less, they’re consum-
ing less and industry in general has slowed to a walk.

The important result is that we are burning far less 
fossil fuel (oil prices are the lowest they’ve been in a 
year) and sending far less CO2 into the atmosphere 
than a few short weeks ago. When the pandemic be-
comes global, the positive eff ect on climate change 
will become even more profound. 

For those who’ve been saying that there is no 
way for us to cut back, slow down or consume less, 
please look around you. Maybe our most important 
lesson from this crisis is that we can change our life-
style when needed. 

Dan Guenther
Ann Guenther

New Paltz

A dangerous President

P.T Barnum of Barnum and Bailey Circus fame 
(“The Greatest Show on Earth”) called himself the 
“Prince of Humbug.” He lied easily and often, mak-
ing his way as a con man. One of his early businesses 
involved showing a phony mermaid for a price. She 
was created by sewing together skins of an orang-
utan, a baboon and a salmon. By hook and by crook 
he convinced newspapers to provide widespread 
coverage. Barnum believed there was no such thing 
as bad publicity, since getting recognition was all 
important. He staged false controversies to catch 
the public’s eye. He believed the public was willing, 
even eager, to be conned, so long as it was entertain-
ing. He considered running for president and would 
have chosen someone from Indiana as his running 

mate. We have a current “Prince of Humbug,” more 
dangerous because he occupies a more powerful 
stage with larger fi sh to catch than false mermaids.

Hal Chorny
Gardiner

Take action to move beyond plastic now

On March 3, I had the privilege of attending an out-
standing and inspiring talk entitled, ”Planet or Plas-
tics: Moving Beyond Plastics” by Judith Enck, former 
EPA Region 2 administrator, commentator on WAMC 
and Senior Fellow and Visiting Professor at Benning-
ton College, among her many credentials. The work-
shop was part of the Climate Action Through Zero 
Waste Conference held at SUNY New Paltz. 

Here are just a few the disturbing facts that Ms. 
Enck shared:

• By 2025 (at the rate we are currently polluting 
our oceans), every three pounds of fi sh in the ocean 
will be matched by one pound of plastic. By 2050, 
there will be more plastic than fi sh in the oceans.

• Our oceans are becoming the earth’s landfi lls. 
8.8 million tons of plastic enter the oceans each year. 
Ninety percent of those plastics sink to the ocean’s 
bottom, where they disintegrate into micro-plastics 
and enter the food chain. 

• Forty percent of the all the plastic produced is 
for packaging

• New Yorkers use 23 billion plastic bags/year.
What could be inspiring about such dire facts, you 

might ask? For me, it was the ideas she shared about 
what each one of us can do right now, to usher in a 
new era that goes beyond plastic. Here are a few to 
keep in mind when you eat out, take out, throw out 
or shop:

1. Be a preemptive consumer: Bring your own re-
usable eating utensils, mugs, take-out containers, 
thermos, straws and whatever else you can to avoid 
using non-renewable materials such as the single-
use plastic and Styrofoam containers that abound.

2. Refuse excess packaging whenever possible.
3. Refuse unnecessary and nonrenewable items: 

Such as condiment packets, plastic bags and con-
tainers or plastic eating utensils.

4. Contact your legislators: There are two Break-
Free-from-Plastic bills that were recently introduced 
in both the US Senate and House of Representatives. 
Our NY representatives have not yet signed on. Tell 
Senators Schumer and Gillibrand to support Senate 
Bill # 3263. Tell Congressman Delgado (or whoever 
your representative is) to become a sponsor of HR 
#5845 in the house.

None of these suggestions are complicated or 
grandiose. As Ms. Enke said, we simply need to do 
what we can with what we have, where we are right 
now! Please consider these small but important 
changes that you can make. Take action to move be-
yond plastic now.

Wendy Rudder
New Paltz

Riverkeeper: Save the Palmaghatt Kill 

The pristine waters of the Palmaghatt Kill fl owing 
from the Shawangunk Ridge create quality habitat 
for a variety of organisms, including wild trout -- un-
til they stall at Tillson Lake. 

Typical of most temperate lakes, Tillson suff ers in 
the summer from a bloom and bust cycle of phyto-
plankton growth that causes oxygen depletion. The 
most recent survey of Tillson Lake revealed late 
September oxygen levels are less than 1 ppt below 11 
feet, which is insuffi  cient for aquatic life. Because of 
high temperatures and oxygen limitations, the lake 
is unsuitable for cold water species and likely im-
pairs downstream ecosystems. In the summer, upon 
exiting Tillson Lake, the Palmaghatt is transformed 
into a tepid, tea-stained creek. 

The consensus of the scientifi c community is that 
dams impair water quality, modify stream fl ow and 
cause habitat fragmentation. Habitat alteration and 
fragmentation is the bane of freshwater organisms 
and its widespread advance is causing these crea-
tures to be the most imperiled on the planet. A re-
cent study revealed that freshwater organisms are 
disappearing at twice the rate of any other species. 

The problem is particularly acute for freshwater 
mussels and brook trout, which are indicators of wa-
ter quality. In NYS, 33 species of freshwater mussels 
listed are under various forms of protection and wild 
brook trout have vanished from the majority of their 
native range. In the Hudson River Estuary, our most 
iconic species are not faring any better: Every one of 
them are in states of decline due to habitat alteration 
and exploitation. 

In our blog “Save the Palmaghatt Kill,” we de-
scribed how dams negatively impact freshwater eco-
systems and that the Hudson Valley is burdened by 
approximately 1,600 dams that have a cumulative 
impact upon the watershed and the Hudson itself. 
Consequently, Riverkeeper is actively engaged in a 
campaign to rid the Valley of obsolete dams. We cur-
rently have several projects underway, with commit-
ments for more. Dam removal is sweeping the na-
tion with 1,600 dams removed since 2012, and many 
more projects in process. Best of all, the movement 
is gaining traction in the Hudson Valley. 

Contrary to statements by Hal Chorny, (“Saving 
Tillson Lake,” February 27) Riverkeeper is anything 
but neutral on the question of removing the Tillson 
Lake dam. 

Before any decisions are made to rebuild the dam 
a fourth time, thorough research is critical, as stated 
by Janet Kern (“Saving the Ridge, again,” February 
6). We recommend a robust biological survey of the 
entire Palmaghatt, emphasizing water quality and 
the macroinvertebrate and fi sh communities. A full 
survey is critically important because the Palmaghatt 
drains into the Shawangunk Kill, which has one of 
the most diverse biotas of any stream in southeast-
ern New York. This system supports six species of 
freshwater mussels, including the only population of 
brook fl oater known in the Hudson Valley. 

The Tillson Dam is a high-hazard structure that 
has breached twice and been rebuilt three times. It 
is in need of reconstruction again -- but now and for-
ever at taxpayer expense. Climate change will stress 
the tolerances of this dam and others, while posing 
an ominous threat to downstream communities. 
In recent decades, the Northeast saw greater than 
70% increases in rainfall during heavy precipitation 
events, with numbers increasing. Local communities 
are building fl ood resilience in preparation for more in-
tense weather events. Dam removal has a role in fl ood 
mitigation strategies because it lowers water levels in 
streams and reduces the vast amount of potential en-
ergy inherent to the impounded water. 

In response to the urgent crisis facing freshwa-
ter and estuarine ecosystems, climate change and 
threats posed by dams, Riverkeeper continues to ad-
vocate for the removal of in-water infrastructure that 
does not serve vital human interests. You can fi nd 
out more at Riverkeeper.org/dams. 

George Jackman
Senior Habitat Restoration Manager

Riverkeeper, Inc. 
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I am 74. The victimization of women, and 
blaming them for it, was known to me when I was 
14. Looking back at my photos, I can see I was pretty. 
Not then. Like so many girls, I believed everything 
was wrong: my hair, my skin, my body.

So when grown men, driving me home from a 
night of baby-sitting, stared and commented on my 
looks, my outfi t and my bubbly personality, I was 
fl attered. At fi rst I thought that gave me agency over 
men and boys. Inverted, it was a truth I would learn 
the hard way. That false estimation began to teach 
me that if my way of being attracted to men, it was 
my doing: my looks, my clothes, my personality that 
caused the attention. My fault.

As a young girl, I identifi ed each of the fi ve felo-
nious assaults I endured, starting at 14 and ending 
at 20, to be in some far-fetched way my defect, my 
mistake. I never felt like a victim. A by-product of 
blaming myself, at the least, helped me get up, dust 
myself off  and move on. Not entirely. I have some-
times been triggered, and the depth of hurt that is in 
me is still astounding.

The attitude: women were responsible for what 
happened to them literally at the hands of men, was 
prevalent among men, women, the law and society 
at large. That belief has prevailed to varying degrees 
until last week. It was only recently, in 1971, that psy-
chologist William Ryan coined the phrase, “Blaming 
the Victim” in his book by the same name.

Ryan described victim blaming as an ideology 
used historically to justify racism against Black peo-
ple in the United States as well as during the Euro-
pean Holocaust when Jews, gays, the disabled, dissi-

Susan Slotnick

Womens’ history changed forever
by the Weinstein verdict

dents and other 
“undesirables” 
were blamed for 
their demise.

In 1947, The-
odor W. Ador-
no, the German 
p h i l o s o p h e r, 
defi ned what 
would be later 
called "blaming 
the victim," as 
"one of the most 
sinister features of Fascism.”

Here was the fascistic victim-blaming used against 
women and girls. She was asking for it, “no” really 
means “yes.” She’s lying. She’s exaggerating. She’s 
wearing provocative clothing to purposefully seduce a 
potential sexual partner. She is at fault for not resisting 
enough. She was drinking. She’s a slut. What did she 
think would happen if she went into his apartment, car, 
hotel, offi  ce? Maybe she thought she would be treated 
with respect. Maybe she thought she would fi nd love.

If a woman was raped, then several days later 
consented to have sex with her rapist, no possible 
conviction could have resulted. Little distinction was 
made between criminality on the man’s part and be-
havior on the woman’s part. In the area of sexual 
politics, this is an anomaly. We don’t blame murder 
victims for being killed even when an unsafe choice 
might be a contributing circumstance. In that case, 
the crime is a crime, without justifi cation. We are 
not systemically prejudged against murder victims. 

Misogyny, racism, homophobia and anti-semitism 
are so deeply rooted in the human psyche, almost 
undetectable logic can be unconscious and illogic 
can reign.

Harvey Weinstein was convicted by a predomi-
nantly white male jury. That’s news I haven’t heard 
reported. Kudos to white men for a change. Well 
deserved in this case. Both of the accusers admitted 
they had consensual sex with him days after the as-
sault. It didn’t matter, fi nally. The crime stood alone, 
as it always should have.

It was only in the 1970’s that the raping of a wife by 
her husband became illegal. Before that, marrying 
the guy, I suppose, made it the wife’s fault.

I have three daughters who often disagreed with 
me when I cautioned them to make choices which 
would reduce the danger of their being assaulted. I 
was never “victim blaming,” just remembering what 
happened to me and fearful for them.

But after the Weinstein verdict, I did see how I inter-
nalized the notion it would be up to my daughters to 
somehow prevent male violence; hopelessly old-fash-
ioned now after last week’s monumental cultural shift.

When I get in my car to drive to an unknown loca-
tion, the On Star facilitator giving directions always 
says at the beginning of my journey, “Be safe out 
there.” I never interpret this to mean if I have an ac-
cident I am to blame.

To all girls and women I say, “Be safe out there.” 
After the Weinstein conviction, it is said in the same 
spirit as at the beginning of any journey. It is a wish 
and a hope that the ride will go well for you. You 
deserve it. 

 

 
What do we do about the environment?

There has been a lot of talk about preserving our 
environment. There have been meetings, presenta-
tions, walks and question-and-answer sessions about 
what is happening to our polluted earth. We’ve been 
shown pictures of plastic cans drifting on ocean wa-
ters, oil slicks on reservoir waters, poisonous fertil-
izer sprayed on the land and animals aff ected by the 
pollution. We have been over-informed to the point 
of exhaustion and frustration. Many of us leave such 
informational meetings shaking our heads and won-
dering what we can do to stop the threat to earth. 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the presenters told us 
what we can do to reduce or stop the pollution? The 
appropriate concern is there, the accurate informa-
tion is there, but where is the action plan to guide 
us? All presenters should have a plan of action at the 
end of a presentation on the environment. It should 
tell us what we need to do to improve the environ-
ment, such as call your local politicians, send letters 
to the opinion column of the local newspapers, write 
to the President, send money to groups who support 
your ideas, urge your local church leaders to get 
involved and fi nally, picket organizations, stores or 
politicians who pollute the earth. 

That’s what a presenter should do if he or she 
hopes to improve the earth. Give us an action plan.

Robert Brunet
New Paltz

A couple of tour de forces 

Although Chuck Schumer called impeachment 
manager Adam Schiff ’s opening impeachment pre-
sentation statement in the chamber of the Senate 
halls “a tour de force” which commanded attention, 
I must admit the lyric, “The lunatic is in the hall” 
from Pink Floyd’s song “Brain Damage” came to 
mind while watching Schiff  in action. With this in 
view, the following is a parody of that master of paro-
dies, the Congressman who won the Chuck Schumer 
award for “Best tour de force performance by a con-

gressional manager while seeking to impeach a PO-
TUS,” the irrepressible...Adam Schiff . I mean, who 
can forget Adam’s famous but dishonest parody per-
formance of Trump’s perfect phone call during his 
committee’s hearings? This parody was only rivaled 
by William Weinstein’s own “Schiff  mimicking” tour 
de force parody attempt of Schiff ’s parody, present-
ed in his paean to the discredited, and, often wrong 
and untruthful Adam in his letter, ironically titled, 
“Right matters and the truth matter.” I say ironically 
because Schiff ’s credibility concerning “right and 
truth” is so egregiously lacking one would assume 
that he didn’t think they mattered at all. (Reader 
alert: To avoid the dreaded Dream Motif Annoyance 
Fatigue Syndrome Caused By Overuse In Parody 
Songs (DMAFSCBOIPS) readers are advised to pre-
tend that this is the fi rst dream motif song parody 
they have ever read in the New Paltz Times.)

 After another hard day of his never-ending inves-
tigations of POTUS Trump, Adam Schiff  needed to 
unwind and relax. Thinking of his options in this re-
gard, Schiff  noticed, in his fridge, the six pack of beer 
Elizabeth Warren and her wine-drinking husband 
had brought him on their last visit. He popped open 
a can and decided to watch his favorite movie “The 
Legend of Ron Burgundy” on Amazon Prime. Feel-
ing a bit drowsy -- and pleasantly distracted by vi-
sions of future impeachment proceedings that fi lled 
his head as he watched Burgundy in action -- Adam 
drifted off  to sleep with the sound of Ron Burgundy’s 
voice from the TV whispering in his ear. In his slum-
bering state, Congressman Schiff  had the following 
dream in which he composed and sang the following 
song “For Ron Burgundy Wherever I May Find Him.” 

(To the tune of Simon and Garfunkel’s “For Emily 
Wherever I May Find Her”)

What a dream I had 
...of Ron Burgandy 
He was with Chuck Todd 
...His guest on NBC

They were bashing Trump

I changed the channel fast
and...heard Wolf Blitzer say:
Trump’s been impeached for sure
but he-won’t-go a-way
he’ll just...go on

I turned on Morning Joe 
and...saw dear Mika there
The Scarbouroughs and their guests
never treat Trump...very fair
...Joe’s hair’s sure high
(short musical interlude leading to a dramatic end-

ing)

And when I awoke 
my TV was...still on
my feelings that were good 
...suddenly were gone
Oh I hate you...Trump
Oh how I hate...Trump!

George Civile
Gardiner

Ruth Gruber exhibit not to be missed

Our own community proprietor, Mark Gruber of 
the Mark Gruber Gallery (255-1241) in New Paltz, is 
hosting an exhibit of his aunt’s work until the end of 
March. The exhibit will then be traveling elsewhere.

Ruth Gruber was a well-known photojournalist 
and author. Movies and books have been made about 
her. Her presence and photographs on the boat Exo-
dus 1947 had the eff ect of inspiring Leon Uris to write 
his book, Exodus. She lived and photographed dis-
placed persons in the 1940’s in the camps and else-
where. She travelled and photographed the gulags of 
Siberia. She was involved in photographing Opera-
tion Moses, the airlifting of Ethiopian Jews to Israel.

Her works are on display in the Museum of Jew-
ish Heritage in NYC. You will be in awe as you are 
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It’s the economy

Soft ware fi rm commits to Kingston

surrounded by her life’s works with Mark telling you 
more than I can summarize here.

Judy Joff ee
New Paltz

Fact vs. opinion # 512

Fact: By “indirect” infl uencing of the sentencing 
of Roger Stone, Trump interfered with the attorney 
general in reducing the sentence of this criminal 
who was convicted of seven counts of crime and sen-
tenced to seven to nine years in the slammer. All four 
prosecutors resigned.

Opinion: “What is “indirect infl uencing?” This is 
where hints, comments, suggestions are made that 
were interpreted by the attorney general and passed 
down to the lawyers trying the case, to go lightly on the 
sentencing of Roger Stone. It is not a direct order from 
the attorney general, which would be a fl agrant viola-
tion of the offi  ce and interference with the administer-

ing of justice. But it is Trump’s way of infl uencing the 
system to protect his own. (From what I understand, at 
this late date, over 2000 ex-justice and justice depart-
ment lawyers, defense lawyers, prosecutors, signed a 
letter of petition against the intrusion into the justice 
department by this political ‘hack.’)

By now it is clear that the fi rings and resignations 
not only of, in this case the justice department, but 
other agencies as well, fi t the pattern of his Lord-
ship’s ‘modus operandi’. He wants his cronies in of-
fi ce that he can control and do his bidding. He does 
not want any independent thinking or adherence to 
departmental guidelines; it is his word that counts 
and only his word. Loyal civil servants that have been 
in the service for years, like Vindman, (National Se-
curity Council), Sonderland, (ambassador to the Eu-
ropean Union), Maria Yovanovitch, (ambassador to 
Ukraine), who dared speak out the reasons for their 
suspicions regarding Trump and his call with the 
Ukraine president, a ‘quid pro quo’ arrangement, 
were fi red or were pressured by Trump’s minions to 
resign or be forced out. What a guy!

Keep in mind that of the 44 presidents who pro-
ceeded him into the Oval Offi  ce, he is the only one 
who has not one lick of political experience, whether 
on the local, state or national level, before assuming 
this offi  ce. This includes positions of ambassador-
ships, judges, congressmen, senators, governors, 
local councilmen, mayors, state legislatures, cabinet 
or department chairpersons. And so on.

Donald is building his own private country, com-
plete with family members and personal cronies in 

positions of doing his bidding and only his bidding.
Wake up people. This man is a direct threat to the 

Republic of the United States. Every time he gets away 
with something that is questionable, he becomes more 
and more emboldened; a momentum is built which 
thrives on its own and continually feeds itself.

Read the history of Adolph Hitler. Hitler was 
thrown in jail for leading a “putsch,” was not elected 
to the Reichstag initially, but when he took the Su-
detenland from Czechoslovakia where millions of 
Sudeten Germans resided, the German people were 
ecstatic over the move and even more so with his 
haranguing over the sellout of Germany during the 
fi rst world war. Throw in the latent hatred of the 
Jews underlying Europe and the dye was cast. Even-
tually Von Hindenburg appointed him as chancellor 
of Germany. And the rest is history.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

Senator Metzger: A champion of farmers and 

the environment

This week, the New York Senate passed nine bills 
which aim to support our local farmers. Five of those 
bills were introduced by Senator Jen Metzger (D-Rosen-
dale). One key piece of legislation expands tax credits 
for employing workers. Another allows farmers’ mar-
kets to plant stakes in new areas, including state parks. 

Senator Metzger, in her fi rst term, has also intro-
duced and gotten bipartisan support for a number of 
bills that move New York closer to clean, economical 
energy in our changing world. For example, her leg-

JOHN HALPERN.

Welcome to midtown: Exago employees celebrate 
prior to last Friday’s panel discussion at The Fuller 
Building. 

Exago Inc., a privately held business informa-
tion software company with two major locations, 
Shelton, Connecticut, and Kingston, New York, add-
ed 18 jobs last year for a company total of 64. At a 
panel discussion celebrating the opening of its newly 
renovated 8800-square-foot workspace at The Fuller 
Building on Pine Grove Avenue in midtown Kings-
ton, Exago CEO Mike Brody said last Friday after-
noon that he expected his company to add another 
26 jobs this year for a total of 90. In 2021, he said, 
50 additional jobs were planned. In 2022, another 35 
positions would be added, for a total of 175.

“That’s the plan,” Brody said. 
Conversations with Exago executives made clear 

that they expected a lot of the fi rm’s new hires would 
work in the spacious Kingston location to which the 
company had moved to from uptown Kingston only 
the prior week. A one-page leafl et entitled “Exago is 
Hiring!” listed ten positions, eight of them engineer-
ing jobs in Kingston.

Light streamed through the rows of windows of 
the rehabilitated 1906 former shirt factory. Young 
employees from both Kingston and Shelton wore 
Exago t-shirts and mixed with dark-suited visitors. 
Data-fi lled computer screens rested bright but un-
touched. Bountiful trays of hors d’ouevres made the 
rounds. A plaintive low-pitch whistle from a passing 
West Shore Line train complemented the visual pic-
ture.

Exago board chairman Oni Chukwu touched 
briefl y on a couple of the major themes of the pre-
sentations: how important company culture was 
to a fi rm’s success, and how the participation of an 
engaged community couldn’t be separated from 
business success. Coming from Chukwu, an inves-
tor with deep experience in providing software ser-
vices to enterprise businesses in multiple industries, 
these views were signifi cant. In December 2016, his 
company, Frontier Acquisitions, had made a major 
investment in Exago. For what purpose? “The com-
pany intends to use the funds to accelerate growth.”

There’s nothing unusual about Exago’s employ-
ment projections, said Ulster County legislator 
Abe Uchitelle after the meeting. “That’s the kind of 
growth that’s normal in New York City and Silicon 
Valley in the kinds of businesses they’re in,” he ex-

plained.
Uchitelle himself, who resigned as president 

of Dragonsearch in Kingston this past December, 
tweeted on March 5 that he had decided to join a 
non-profi t organization that does software training 
called Albany Can Code full-time. Watch for the birth 
of Kingston Can Code, which is likely to host training 
sessions at the nearby SUNY Ulster facility on Mary’s 
Avenue in Kingston. 

“There’s so much energy in Kingston,” Exa-
go chief technology offi  cer Stew Meyers, who had 
moved from New Paltz to Kingston last year, ear-
nestly told the audience. “There’s so much going on 
here. We see what’s happening here...It’s amazing 
how many of you want the same thing.” Meyers had 
asked himself how Exago could contribute to making 
Kingston more prosperous while retaining its pres-
ent diversity.

Not every community cared about community, 
Kingston mayor Steve Noble said. Kingston cared. 
Kingston was engaged. “Businesses can locate any-
where,” the mayor said. “We want them to locate 
here.”

It was time for the ebullient Kale Kaposhilin to in-
troduce the panel he had gathered. The organizer 
asked them to introduce themselves. Ashley Knox is 
director of Go Beyond Greatness, which does lead-
ership and professional development training in the 

region. Matt Stinchcomb, a former Etsy executive, is 
involved with the Good Work Institute and other Just 
Transition community-building organizations. Ul-
ster County executive Pat Ryan has a background in 
software development. Annmarie Lanesey is found-
er and CEO of Albany Can Code. 

The conversation was mostly about developing 
talent. Anyone with the aptitude can be a talented 
software engineer. There’s a lot of talent around. 
Aspiring trainees can be matched with development 
professionals.

The takeaway was that a positive culture and a 
supportive community feed off  each other. They al-
low retention of the human element in work activi-
ties. A vibrant community provides a connectedness 
in which a healthy work culture can take root and 
prosper.

The Exago opening had been a celebratory 
afternoon. Considerable enthusiasm and optimism 
had been expressed. 

“How do we keep the momentum going?” asked 
Stew Meyers. 

It was the same question that had been asked at 
the end of the popular ‘unconference’ at the George 
Washington School entitled “Surviving the Future 
in Kingston” last year. What came next?  In the case 
of the unconference, co-organizer Evelyn Wright, 
now a deputy county executive, had hoped the big-
gest next steps “would emerge organically among all 
the participants.” Meetings are held every second 
Wednesday morning of each month at The Green-
house at 65 St. James Street.

Kaposholin said that the important thing was to 
keep the group participation going. “That’s what 
we’re doing today,” he said.

Pat Ryan, whose remarks had focused on job 
creation, service initiatives and workforce develop-
ment, acknowledged the desirability of mutual sup-
port between local business and local government. 
“We are working together,” he said, “though we’re 
just getting started.” 

Ryan urged focus on a single common goal to be-
gin with. “Let’s pick one thing we’ll do this year.”  

-- Geddy Sveikauskas
Apply for a job at https://apply.workable.com/exago.

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

H
j
W
m
h

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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The New Paltz Fire Department held its 
monthly meeting on Monday March 2. Chief Cory 
Wirthmann reported the monthly incident statistics: 
nine on the SUNY campus, 18 in the Town of New 
Paltz and 18 in the Village of New Paltz, for a total of 
45 emergency incidents responded to for the month 
of February. It was calculated that members spent 
404 working hours responding to incidents and par-
ticipating in training. 

Fire department members debriefed information 
regarding the recent water emergency and discussed 
lessons learned. Last month fi re department mem-
bers met with property management personnel at 
Woodland Pond at New Paltz to review procedures 

From the New Paltz Fire Department

Hot Line
for operating elevators during fi re incidents. Mem-
bers practiced using fi re service elevator keys to op-
erate the doors of a stalled elevator car to simulate 
removing a patient involved in a shut down. 

With warmer weather approaching, the New Paltz 
Fire Department would like to remind community 
members of the statewide burn ban that goes into 
eff ect March 16 until its ends May 14. 

If you or someone you know is interested in vol-
unteering, please contact the New Paltz Fire Depart-
ment by going to our website www.newpaltzfi re.org 
or emailing join@newpaltfi re.org to fi ll out an ap-
plication. If that doesn’t work, call (845) 255-1520 or 
visit us at the fi rehouse on Monday nights at 7p.m.

islation, signed into law, would direct the New York 
State Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA) to expand the number of charging sta-
tions for electric vehicles. 

Metzger is a model for demonstrating that our 
leaders can be both environmentalists pledged to 
our future and advocates to sustain our rural econo-
mies and family farms. Commitments to both plat-
forms do not confl ict. In fact, it’s critical that we, the 
voters, support leaders who have the vision and the 
resolve to protect our land, water and air. City dwell-
ers, suburbanites and rural residents all know there 

is no future without these treasures.
Tom Denton

Highland

Thank you, Dr. Morrison for providing

such excellent care

I would like to express my thanks to Dr. Scott Mor-
rison, optometrist, for going “above and beyond” in 
patient care. During an exam at his New Paltz offi  ce, 
Dr. Morrison determined that I required a prescrip-
tion for eye drops. Rather than just ordering the 
medication, Dr. Morrison took the initiative to check 

the aff ordability of that particular brand. He went 
online and saw that that choice would have a cost of 
over $100 through my insurance. Dr. Morrison then 
took the time to research equivalent brands and 
found one with a cost of only $9 through my plan. 
He took the time to fi nd an aff ordable, eff ective solu-
tion to my medical needs. 

 As a long-time patient of Dr. Morrison’s, I have al-
ways found him to be very knowledgeable, profession-
al and caring. He and his entire staff  are always willing 
to take the time to provide information in a clear un-
derstandable way. This most recent visit demonstrates 
his concern for not only my vision and eye health, but 
also his appreciation of fi nancial considerations in the 
complex world of health care. Thank you, Dr. Morri-
son for providing such excellent care. 

William Hueston
Clintondale

Direct Cremation Available
Starting at $1800 
plus $340 crematory fee

Call or visit for further details
481 Gidney Ave., Newburgh, NY 12550

845.561.8300
www.brooksfh.com

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

Spring Home Improvement
Ulster Publishing Special Section 

As winter turns to spring, the Hudson Valley homeowner's mind turns to thoughts of home 
improvement. Home Hudson Valley: Spring Home Improvement issue is packed with 100-per-
cent local articles and photos on a huge variety of topics. Every page of Home Hudson Valley 
features the kind of local home inspirations your customers are interested in. If you can only 
advertise in one home-related publication this spring, make it this one.

Reach over 45,000 print readers in four counties within 
trusted community weekly newspapers, including 
thousands of subscribers. A digital version of the section 
will also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com, which receives 
200,000+ monthly visitors, many from New York City. All 
sorts of people read Ulster Publishing papers, but we're 
especially popular among upper-income readers who 
value community and buying locally. As the largest inde-
pendent local media company dedicated to local news, 
we attract just the type of reader most likely to make a 
special point of patronizing local businesses.

A local perspective

Reach your  
target customers 

3/17
Deadline. Published 3/19. 

Be included 845-334-8200
info@ulsterpublishing.com | hudsonvalleyone.com/advertise
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF ORGANI-
ZATION-of-
5 MILE HILL ROAD, 
LLC
A Limited Liability 
Company
FIRST:  The name of 
the Limited Liability 
Company is 5 MILE 
HILL ROAD, LLC 
(hereinafter referred 
to as the “Company”).
SECOND:  The Articles 
of Organization of the 
Company were duly 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of State on Janu-
ary 21, 2020.
THIRD:  The County 
within the State of 
New York in which the 
offi  ce of the Company 
is to be located is Ul-
ster County.
FOURTH:  The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the Company 
may be served. The 
post offi  ce address 
which the Secretary 
of State shall mail pro-
cess is:
464 Old Indian Road
Milton, New York  
12547
FIFTH:  The Company 
does not have a spe-
cifi c date of dissolu-
tion in addition to the 
events of dissolution 
set forth by law.
SIXTH:  The purpose 
of the business of the 
Company is: 
To purchase, acquire, 
buy, sell, own, trade 
in, hold, develop, 
lease, manage, sub-
divide and otherwise 
deal in and with the 
real property and im-
provements and to do 
any and all things nec-
essary, convenient, or 
incidental to that pur-
pose.
KEVIN P. BARRY, ESQ.
40 Garden Street, 
Suite 303
Poughkeepsie, New 
York  12601
845-454-5705

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): BEARS-
VILLE CENTER RE-
CORDING STUDIOS, 
LLC, Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/18/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to : PO BOX 
7, BEARSVILLE, NEW 
YORK, 12409.   Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 

or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): BEARS-
VILLE RECORDS, LLC, 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to : PO BOX 7, BEARS-
VILLE, NEW YORK, 
12409.   Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
BEARSVILLE CENTER 
RECORDS, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to : PO BOX 7, BEARS-
VILLE, NEW YORK, 
12409.   Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): BEARS-
VILLE RECORDING 
STUDIOS, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to : PO BOX 7, BEARS-
VILLE, NEW YORK, 
12409.   Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
KELLY LAND DEVEL-
OPMENT LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/22/2020. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY 
has been designated 

as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 36 Halcyon Rd, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
BOWDOWN FARM, 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 01/23/2020. Of-
fi ce loc: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Can-
dida Ellis, 110 Norma 
Court, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SWISHER ENTER-
PRISES, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 01/13/2020. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 3995 US 
Highway 209, Stone 
Ridge, NY 12484. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act 
or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
POUGHKEEPSIE CUS-
TOM WOODWORKS 
LLC. Art/Org.
fi led w/SSNY on 
4/25/12. Offi  ce loc: Ul-
ster Cty. SSNY desig. 
for
svc/proc at 7014 13 
Ave #202, Bklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): OF-
FICE FOR CURATO-
RIAL WONDERS LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/3/2020. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Jens Hoff mann  27 
River Park Dr., New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of PIONEER DELIV-
ERY SERVICES LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 

with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/27/2020. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, P.O. Box 
743, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
BLACKBIRD TREE 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/31/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, P.O. Box 
2367, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

 LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of ScottTs LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
02/12/2020. Offi  ce Lo-
cation  76 Clinton Ave, 
Salt Point NY 12578 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 76 Clinton Ave. 
Salt Point NY 12578.

LEGAL NOTICE
HOFFMAN HOUSE 
RESTAURANT LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/17/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY to mail copy of 
process to The LLC, 
539 Delaware Av-
enue #1,Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
CARLA ROZMAN 
GRAPHIC DESIGN, 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/27/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 17 John 
Street,Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF APPROV-
AL OF APPLICATION 
BY 
FOREIGN LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
FOR AUTHORITY 

TO TRANSACT BUSI-
NESS IN 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK. 
1. The name of the 
LLC is EMPATHIC 
SOUL HOLDINGS 
LLC. 
2. Articles of Organi-
zation were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of Texas on 
October 7, 2019. 
3. The application of 
the LLC to transact 
business in the State 
of New York was ap-
proved by the Sec-
retary of State of the 
State of New York on 
February 5, 2020. 
4. The county within 
New York State in 
which the LLC is to 
be located is Ulster 
County. 
5. The LLC has desig-
nated the Secretary 
of State of the State of 
New York as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. The ad-
dress to which a copy 
of any process against 
the LLC shall be 
mailed is 1611 Missouri 
Street, Houston, Texas 
77006. 
6. The LLC may pur-
sue any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
ride on time taxi ser-
vice LLC. Arts. of Org. 
fi led with SSNY on 
02/13/2020. Offi  ce lo-
cation Ulster County. 
SSNY desg. as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY mail 
process to 591 Rt 44/55 
Highland N.Y. 12528.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qual. of RAM 
MORTGAGE PART-
NERS LLC, fi led with 
the SSNY on 10/29/19. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
LLC formed in NJ on 
12/27/16. SSNY is des-
ignated as agent upon 
whom process against 
the LLC may be served 
and shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 399 
Campus Dr, Ste 315, 
Somerset, NJ 08873. 
Address required to be 
maintained in NJ: 399 
Campus Dr, Ste 315, 
Somerset, NJ 08873. 
Cert of Formation 
fi led with State of NJ, 
Dept of Treasury, PO 
Box 002, Trenton, NJ 
08625. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Wine And 
Cheese Slabs LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/11/19 Offi  ce loca-

tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: James Latini,
1399 RT 44/55 #15 Clin-
tondale NY 12515. Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): 
Claudio D Marinesco 
Photography, LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of  State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
1/2/2020. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: Claudio 
Marinesco, 91 Pala-
zzo Ln, Highland, NY 
12528. Purpose: Pho-
tography. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of MINDFUL BODY 
MEDICINE, PLLC. Art/
Org. fi led
w/SSNY on 8/30/19. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster Cty. 
SSNY desig. for svc/
proc at
90 State St #700-40, 
Albany, NY 12207. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activ-
ity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of P.M. Home Re-
pair, LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/21/2020. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 6 Tillson Ave, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of PINE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/21/2020. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 18 Plattekill Ave, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of BMG Wellness LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 2/19/20. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
410 Plattekill Ardo-
nia Road, Wallkill, NY 
12589. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
BCR CONTRACTING, 
LLC Articles of Org. 
fi led NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/25/2020. Of-
fi ce in Ulster Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail  process to 600 
Swartekill Rd., New 
Paltz, NY 12561, which 
is also the principal 
business location. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
FA2071 LLC
NOTICE is given of the 
formation of FA2071 
LLC, a limited liability 
company, by the fi ling 
of Articles of Organiza-
tion with the Secretary 
of State of the State of 
New York on February 
26, 2020.  The offi  ce 
of the LLC is located 
in Ulster County, New 
York.  The Secretary 
of State has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the company upon 
whom process may 
be served.  The Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
FA2071 LLC, 137 Coo-
per Street, Accord, 
New York 12404.  The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
TERRA RIDGE LLC. 
Art. Of Org. fi led with 
the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/25/19. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 45 Shivertown Rd 
New Paltz, NY, 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
4EVER GREEN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
02/20/2020. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 

against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Kevin 
Flood, 612 Broadway, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Reg Agent: Joanne 
Flood, 5 Arnold Drive, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
(PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 501 OF REAL 
PROPERTY TAX LAW)
PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 501 OF THE 
REAL PROPERTY TAX 
LAW, THE ASSESSOR 
FOR THE TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ HAS IN-
VENTORY AND VALU-
ATION DATA AVAIL-
ABLE FOR REVIEW OF 
THE ASSESSMENTS 
IN THE TOWNSHIP, 
AN APPOINTMENT 
MAY BE MADE TO 
REVIEW THIS INFOR-
MATION BY PHONING 
845-255-0103.
TRICIA MASTERSON
ASSESSOR 

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NO-
TICE
Please take notice that 
the Village of New 
Paltz Planning Board 
will hold a Public 
Hearing on the follow-
ing application:
Date Sign is Posted: 
   
March6, 2020
Project Name:  
PB20-02
Applicant:  
Lagusta Yearwood
For:   
Special use permit for 
retail bakery
Location:  
145 North Chestnut
Tax Map Number: 
78.82-1-19.110
Date and Time of Pub-
lic Hearing: 
March 17, 2020 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the Public Hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the Agenda. 
Comments submitted 
in writing must be re-
ceived before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary by e-mail 
(planningzoning@vil-
lageofnewpaltz.org) 
or at the address listed 
above. All reasonable 
accommodations will 
be made for persons 
with disabilities. In 
such a case, please 
notify the Planning 
and Zoning Secretary 

in advance so that ar-
rangements can be 
made.

LEGAL NOTICE
SECTION 000300 AD-
VERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS
The Town of Lloyd 
invites sealed bids 
for construction of 
the “Town of Lloyd 
B Shepard Highland 
Landing Park Water 
and Sewer Extension” 
as set forth in Contract 
Documents prepared 
by CPL, 64 Green 
Street, Hudson, NY 
12534.
Separate sealed Bids 
completed on forms 
provided with the 
Contract Documents 
will be received by 
the Town Clerk, Town 
of Lloyd, 12 Church 
Street, Highland, NY 
12528 until 1:00 p.m. 
(local time) on April 
3, 2020 at which time 
they will be publicly 
opened and read 
aloud. All bids shall 
be submitted in sealed 
envelopes so marked 
"Town of Lloyd B 
Shepard Highland 
Landing Park Water 
and Sewer Exten-
sion”, along with the 
associated contract 
(i.e. “CONTRACT NO. 
19-010GC, GENERAL 
C O N S T R U C T I O N , 
CONTRACT NO. 19-
010BC, BORING CON-
STRUCTION”).
Bids shall be received 
for the following Con-
tracts:
Contract No. 19-
010GC  
 Title: General 
Construction
Contract No. 19-010BC
Title: Boring Construc-
tion
The work shall be as 
two (2) separate Con-
tracts.  Each Bidder 
may bid on any or all 
Contracts.  Only one 
Contract may be bid 
per set of Contract 
Documents.
The Contract Docu-
ments may be re-
viewed at and ob-
tained from the offi  ce 
of the Town Clerk, 
Town of Lloyd, 12 
Church Street, High-
land, NY 12528 after 
March 6, 2020.  Pursu-
ant to the provisions 
of GML 102, persons 
desiring to take a copy 
may obtain them, sub-
ject to a deposit in the 
amount of $100.00 for 
each set, payable by 
check or money order 
made out to the Town 
of Lloyd, to guaran-
tee their safe return, 
such deposits to be 
refunded or partially 
refunded under the 
provisions of GML 102.
Each bid shall be ac-
companied by an ac-

ceptable form of Bid 
Deposit Guarantee in 
the amount of fi ve (5) 
percent of the amount 
of the Base Bid pay-
able to the Town of 
Lloyd as a guarantee 
that if the Bid is ac-
cepted, the Bidder will 
complete the items bid 
upon in accordance 
with the specifi cations 
and under the terms 
of the contract docu-
ments.
The Bid Deposit shall 
be in the form of a Cer-
tifi ed Check payable to 
the Town of Lloyd or 
Bid Bond.
OWNER'S RIGHTS RE-
SERVED:  The Town 
of Lloyd reserves the 
right to reject any or 
all Bids and to waive 
any formality or tech-
nicality in any Bid 
in the interest of the 
Town of Lloyd.
STATEMENT OF NON-
COLLUSION: Bidders 
are required to exe-
cute the non-collusion 
bidding certifi cate at-
tached thereto pursu-
ant to Section 103-d of 
the General Municipal 
Law of the State of 
New York.
Bidders are also re-
quired to comply with 
the provision of Sec-
tion 291-299 of the 
Executive Law of the 
State of New York.
The Town of Lloyd 
hereby notifi es all 
Bidders that it will af-
fi rmatively insure that 
in regard to any agree-
ment entered into 
pursuant to this ad-
vertisement, minority 
business enterprises 
will be aff orded full 
opportunity to submit 
bids in response to 
this invitation and will 
not be discriminated 
against on the grounds 
of race, color, or na-
tional origin in consid-
eration of an award.
BY ORDER OF THE 
TOWN BOARD

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
TOWN BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that pursuant 
to section VI of Local 
Law 1 of the year 2020 
“2019 Temporary 
Moratorium Law” a 
public hearing will be 
held in the Town Hall, 
Thomas Shay Square, 
12 Church Street, High-
land, New York 12528 
on the 18th day of 
March, 2020, at 7:00 
o’ clock in the p.m., to 
consider applications 
from the following ap-
plicants: 
Paul Cusa, 5 Park Place
Village in the Hudson 
Valley, LLC Route 9-W 
AMENDED Applica-

tion
Public Hearings pre-
viously noticed and 
opened on February, 
19, 2020 remain open
Michael Torsone Me-
morial Funeral Home, 
Inc., 38 Main Street 
P WE Holdings LLC, 
46-48 Front Street
To vary or modify the 
application of certain 
provisions of Local 
Law 1 of the year 2020 
“Temporary Morato-
rium Law”.
At that time the Town 
Board will consider 
the request for vari-
ances submitted pur-
suant to section VI of 
Local Law 1 of the year 
2020 to vary or mod-
ify the strict applica-
tion of the provisions 
of said Local Law. 
Copies of all applica-
tions are available on 
the Town website at 
www.townofl loyd.
com and are on fi le in 
the offi  ce of the Town 
Clerk of the Town of 
Lloyd, where the same 
may be inspected dur-
ing offi  ce hours.
ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED and citizens 
shall have an oppor-
tunity to be heard on 
said applications at 
the time and place 
aforesaid. 
Dated:  March 5, 2020  
             
BY ORDER OF THE 
TOWN BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF 
LLOYD
By: Wendy Rosinski, 
Town Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
New York State De-
partment of Environ-
mental Conservation
Notice of Complete 
Application
Date:   
03/10/2020
Applicant:  
NYS THRUWAY AU-
THORITY
200 SOUTHERN 
BLVD.
PO BOX 189
ALBANY, NY 12201-
0189
Facility:  
NEW PALTZ INTER-
CHANGE-EXIT 18
THRUWAY -187 @ST. 
RTE 299
NEW PALTZ, NY 12561
Application ID:  
3-5138-00086/00010
Permit(S) Applied for: 
1-Article 24 Freshwater 
Wetlands
Project is located in: 
NEW PALTZ in UL-
STER COUNTY
Project Description:
The applicant pro-
poses to disturb ap-
proximately 0.14 acres 
of the adjacent area of 
DEC -regulated Fresh-
water Wetland CDE-4 
(Class 2) associated 
with the replacement 
of existing toll booths 

with an electronic, 
cashless tolling gantry. 
Activities proposed 
within the adjacent 
area, which is already 
disturbed due to the 
existing toll booths, in-
clude construction of a 
new asphalt driveway, 
pavement removal, 
placement of a small 
portion of the toll gan-
try foundation, and a 
small communications 
structure.  The project 
would result in a net 
decrease of impervi-
ous surface within the 
adjacent area com-
pared to existing con-
ditions.
Availability of Applica-
tion Documents:
Filed application doc-
uments, and Depart-
ment draft permits 
where applicable, are 
available for inspec-
tion during normal 
business hours at the 
address of the contact 
person.  To ensure 
timely service at the 
time of inspection, it is 
recommended that an 
appointment be made 
with the contact per-
son.
State Environmental 
Quality Review (SEQR) 
Determination
Project is a Type 1 ac-
tion and will not have 
a signifi cant eff ect on 
the environment.  A 
coordinated review 
with other involved 
agencies was per-
formed and a Negative 
Declaration is on fi le.
SEQR Lead Agency 
NYS Thruway Author-
ity
State Historic Preser-
vation At (SHPA) De-
termination
Cultural resource lists 
and maps have been 
checked.  The pro-
posed activity is not 
in an area of identifi ed 
archaeological sensi-
tivity and no known 
registered, eligible or 
inventoried archaeo-
logical sites or historic 
structures were iden-
tifi ed or documented 
for the project loca-
tion.  No further re-
view in accordance 
with SHPA is required.
Availability for Public 
Comment  
 
Comments on the 
project must be Sub-
mitted in writing to 
the Contact Person no 
later than 03/26/2020 
Or 15 days after the 
publication date Of 
this notice, or which-
ever is later.

Contact Person
CHRISTOPHER LANG-
NYSDEC
21 S Putt Corners Rd
New Paltz, NY 12561
(845)256-3096
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3D to ID
(Continued from page 1) 

LAUREN THOMAS

In partnership with Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
the SUNY New Paltz Hudson Valley Additive 
Manufacturing Center is creating 3D models of the 
invasive insect spotted lanternfly to help farmers 
identify and report sightings of the species. Pictured 
above is Kat Wilson, the artist behind the replica. True-
to-life replicas of the spotted lanternfly will be printed 
and distributed to farmers across the region.

imminent arrival in the Hudson Valley, with its re-
surgent agricultural economy, is cause for serious 
concern. “It can have a big economic impact. It goes 
after a lot of fruit crops in the area,” says Freedman. 
“We’re taking it very seriously.”

State residents, especially farmers, are being 
asked to keep a sharp eye out for signs of its pres-
ence. But since the SLF is a new pest to us, people 
need to be familiarized with the insect’s appearance. 
This past September, the Kingston offi  ce of CCE ap-
proached HVAMC with a request to manufacture life-
sized acrylic facsimiles of SLFs in all three of their 
developmental stages. “They asked us to design it 
and send out as many copies as needed,” Freedman 
says.

Appearing in July, a live adult lanternfl y is an eye-
catching sight. An inch long and half an inch wide 
at rest, its forewings have black spots against a gray-
ish background that may appear opalescent when 
closed. The hindwings are truly striking: The lower 
portions are red with black spots, the upper por-
tions dark with a white stripe. When the insect takes 
fl ight, the bright fl ash of red is hard to miss. Nymphs, 

which are black with white spots and turn red before 
transitioning into adults, begin to emerge in April.

HVAMC was able to fulfi ll CCE’s request because 
of two rare resources, the fi rst being a state-of-the-
art 3D printer called the Stratasys J735. An earlier 
edition of this product line, notes HVAMC’s assis-
tant director, Kat Wilson, was used to print all the 
fi gures used in Laika Studios’ 2009 stop-motion ani-

mated fi lm Coraline. “We just got this last summer. 
It will do full Pantone colors,” says Freedman. Most 
3D printers function “like the tip of a glue gun. This 
one is like a very fancy inkjet printer head. Instead 
of jetting ink, it jets a resin, 20 microns thick: half 
the width of a human hair. Then it cures into a solid 
under ultraviolet light. Others print one color at a 
time; this one can pull from seven color cartridges 
at one time.”

The other secret ingredient in HVAMC’s recipe for 
success is the artists on its staff : Three of them have 
art degrees, including Wilson, who has an MFA in 
Metal. The program was conceived from the get-go 
as an interdisciplinary one combining science, en-
gineering and art. “Kat designed the bugs. It took a 
lot of experimentation to get the color right,” says 
Freedman. “This is not a project you could do with-
out an artist…It’s hard to tell from a real bug. That’s 
a combination of Kat’s skill and the capability of the 
printer.”

The tiny insect models are encased in cubes of 
clear acrylic to protect them from abrasion while 
being carried around to sites where the SLF might 
be lurking. “We put a hole in the bottom to put a 
magnet in. It would make a repulsive refrigerator 
magnet, but very eff ective,” Freedman notes with a 
laugh. “I fi gure, with a magnet, you could put it on 
the dashboard of a tractor.”

About 120 sets of SLFs in their various instars 
comprised CCE’s fi rst order, but more may be on the 
way, as interest in this project spreads throughout 
the state and beyond. “These will go to farmers, ex-
tension agents -- anybody they want to have keeping 
a lookout for the lanternfl y,” says Freedman. “As far 
as we know, this hasn’t been done before. We’ve got 
someone from the FDA interested…and Stratasys is 
going to do a case study on this.”

Readers interested in obtaining copies of the SLF 
models should contact Jim O’Connell, senior agricul-
ture resource educator at CCE of Ulster County, by 
calling (845) 340-8990, extension 390, or e-mailing 
jmo98@cornell.edu. To learn more about the spot-
ted lanternfl y, visit www.dec.ny.gov/animals/113303.
html and www.youtube.com/watch?v=87s1KytPgWY.

“This was a cool project,” says Dan Freedman. 
“You feel like you’re doing some good for an impor-
tant segment of our economy.” ++

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

— Featuring —
Interactive Music & Dance Class 

Therapeutic Music Circles  
Senior Yoga  •  Tai Chi

Strength & Balance Class

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 

in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

MOVEIN SPECIAL,  
$1000 off your first month!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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WHY PRINT?

Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM


