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David Katz of Carry Out Kings prepares to make a delivery from Village Pizza.
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Local commerce
and coronavirus

Businesses in New Paltz feel eff ects of COVID-19

by Erin Quinn

I
N LESS THAN a week-and-a-half, 
we’ve moved from being told to 
wash our hands and to stay inside 
if we’re sick (arguably good cau-

tionary measures against the spread-
ing of sicknesses at all times) to being 
instructed by our state leaders not to 
gather in groups, eat at restaurants, go 
to school, to our offi  ces, travel or get any 
closer than six feet apart to anyone who 
is not part of your immediate family or 
domicile.

In terms of restaurants, bars and eat-
eries -- many of which have closed their 
doors in New Paltz until the Novel Coro-
navirus pandemic has subsided and so-
cial restrictions are lifted -- they went 
from having to reduce their patronage 
by 50 percent, moving tables and chairs 

PROVIDED

Tech City mobile testing site.

Spreading
County Exec Ryan: Hundreds of Ulster residents 
likely infected, county needs state help

by Jesse J. Smith

C
ONFIRMED CASES OF Covid-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavi-
rus, in Ulster County climbed to 38 on Monday. But, in a livestreamed town 
hall on Facebook, County Executive Pat Ryan said the real total was likely 
many times higher. Ryan said the surge in numbers threatens to overwhelm 

local hospital resources and called on state offi  cials to set up temporary medical fa-
cilities in the Hudson Valley.

“We don’t have enough of everything,” said Ryan addressing the public on Face-
book Live Monday afternoon. “We don’t have enough beds, we don’t have enough 
ICU beds, we don’t have enough ventilators.”

Ryan’s remarks come as Ulster County opened its fi rst mobile test site in a parking 
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SOCIAL DISTANCING!

Publisher’s letter from Geddy Sveikauskas

Due to the widespread economic lockdown associated with the frightening 

outbreak of the COVID-19 virus, Ulster Publishing has had to suspend print 

publication of our newspapers starting this week. We will have to improvise. 

All our content, including all pages from each of our weeklies, will be available 

to all subscribers on our HV1 website. The website will continue to be updat-

ed for breaking news, of course.

This will be the fi rst week in Ulster Publishing’s 47-year history that we have 

not published a print newspaper. It won’t be the last. Change will continue 

even after the pandemic recedes. Our objective remains to publish the best 

journalism we can in whatever format serves our communities best.

COVID-19 upped the ante. A world of local meetings was suddenly replaced 

with a world where face-to-face contacts were fi rst discouraged and then 

banned. Events were canceled, places of unplanned meetings closed.

We were compelled to think more deeply. This world of plague-enforced 

separation was not what we wanted. We had not anticipated it. Our commu-

nity-building ambitions remain intact. This too shall pass.

The consequences of this sudden economic shock have been catastrophic. 

In order to reorganize, we needed to take drastic action in the short term. The 

path to survival included laying off  our entire staff  – people I had worked with 

daily for decades, admired colleagues dedicated to our kind of journalism 

with whom I had worked on our enterprise for decades – and rehiring only 

those we could aff ord to. I promise them – and you – that we’ll be back, better 

than ever, producing more and better work than we ever have.

This week’s painful adjustments are part of our evolutionary process. Our 

goals are modest. We seek both to explore the heart of the human condition 

and to tell you what’s going on in your town this coming weekend.

The need for what we do at our best has never been greater. Members of our 

diverse community are being amazingly supportive. We love you all.  

We beg you please to stay with us on this necessary detour on our common 

journey.

so that each patron was no closer than 
six feet from each other, to being limited 
to takeout and curbside delivery only.

On Friday, New York State governor 
Andrew Cuomo ordered that all “non-
essential” businesses close, as part of his 
Pause Executive Order: www.governor.
ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-issues-
guidance-essential-services-under-new-
york-state-pause-executive-order.

While restaurants and bars are still 
legally allowed to provide takeout (no 
more than ten people waiting for pickup 
at a time and standing six feet apart) 
or deliver their gastronomical delights 
curbside or by a delivery service, it has 
proven to have taken too great of a toll 
on some of New Paltz’s most popular 
eateries. On Friday, the Main Street Bis-
tro, arguably one of New Paltz’s most 
venerable and longstanding restaurants, 

had to announce that it would be clos-
ing until further notice. It was preceded 
by Asian Fusion, Garvan’s, Karma Road, 
McGillicuddy’s and Huckleberry’s, and 
soon followed by the Bakery, just to 
name a few.

Mike Katz, owner of Village Pizza and 
Carry Out Kings (www.carryoutkings.
com), New Paltz’s local version of Uber 
Eats, has already waived the delivery fee 
during this time in an eff ort to help the 
businesses with which he has partnered 
to stay up and running, and to reduce 

costs for those who want to have their 
favorite restaurant foods delivered to 
them in the midst of this public health 
crisis. “The fees can be range from $2.99 
to $7.99, depending on how far out you 
live,” said Katz, while sitting outside of 
Village Pizza, explaining to his employ-
ees that they had to move the metal 
picnic tables out front further apart to 
conform with the social distancing laws 
that keep evolving and getting more re-
strictive as the number of known infec-
tions of COVID-19 increases. “We’re just 
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Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

SUNY New Paltz postpones spring 

commencement due to outbreak

SUNY New Paltz President Donald P. Christian an-
nounced on March 19 that the college will postpone 
its May 2020 commencement ceremonies due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 situation.

The college will begin planning to reschedule 
the May 2020 commencement, though no date has 
been chosen at this time as it is unclear how long the 
coronavirus pandemic will last. This postponement 
applies to other end-of-the-academic year celebra-
tions as well. Diplomas will be distributed by mail 
to graduates upon completion of all requirements 
for degree conferral. Additional information will be 
shared as it becomes available.

“This is one of the most painful decisions I have 
made during my years as president at SUNY New 
Paltz, and I know other campus leaders feel the 
same,” President Christian said in an email sent 
to students, faculty and staff  last Thursday. “Com-
mencement is a special day for graduates, parents 
and other family members and close friends. It is 
a day to acknowledge the accomplishments of our 
graduates, the fruits of their years of hard work and 
to launch our latest graduates in the next phase of 
your lives. It is both a completion and a new begin-
ning. Faculty and staff  who have worked with gradu-
ating students share in that celebration. We are all 
deeply saddened by the necessity of this decision.”

The spring celebration had been scheduled to take 
place over three days, with a graduate ceremony on 
Friday, May 15, and two undergraduate ceremonies 
on May 16 and 17.

“The college traditionally welcomes thousands 
of visitors to campus over the course of our three-
day Commencement celebration,” President Chris-
tian said. “In light of current federal, state and local 
guidance related to the COVID-19 outbreak, and the 
consensus of science and medical experts, we must 
accept the reality that we would be unable to guar-
antee the safety of our students, faculty, staff  and 
guests at such gatherings this May.”

This decision follows previous announcements 
that SUNY New Paltz would join other SUNY and 
CUNY campuses in off ering classes remotely for 
the remainder of the semester, cancelling campus 

 

Highland High School 
announces National 
Merit Scholarship 
fi nalists

T
WO HIGHLAND HIGH School (HHS) 
students -- seniors Minh Tran and 
Ishani Bansal -- were named fi nalists 
by the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation (NMSC) for the National Merit 
Scholarship, a prestigious award given to the 
nation’s top students. 

Tran is the son of Tuyen Nguyen and Phong 
Tran of Highland. Bansal is the daughter of 
Lily and Sandeep Bansal, also of Highland. 

“To have two students become fi nalists is 
rare,” said school counselor Heather Bragg. 
“Since the road to becoming a fi nalist is a rig-
orous one, getting to that point is a really big 
deal,” she said.

Tran and Bansal are exceptional inside and 
outside of school. Both are members of the 
National Honor Society and are interested in 
careers in medicine. Tran did research on cancer at the University of Maryland and “shadowed” doc-
tors at Vassar Hospital and Bansal did pharmaceutical research in Tarrytown, NY. As far as where 
to pursue their medical studies, Tran is eyeing Johns Hopkins University and SUNY Upstate Medical 
University and Bansal is looking at SUNY Stony Brook and the University of Pennsylvania.  

Highland High School Principal William Zimmer was very excited to hear the news that Tran and 
Bansal have become fi nalists. “This is a marvelous achievement and our entire school community is 
proud of their accomplishments,” he said. 

HIGHLAND | SCHOOLS

Two Highland High School students -- seniors Minh 
Tran and Ishani Bansal -- were named finalists by 
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation for the 
National Merit Scholarship, a prestigious award given 
to the nation’s top students.

events through the end of May and encouraging non-
essential staff  to work from home.

“I must say once again how grateful I am to all stu-
dents, faculty and staff  for your resiliency and cre-
ativity in meeting this unprecedented challenge,” 
said President Christian. “Our collective response 
to the coronavirus has already helped to slow its 
spread, and the sacrifi ces we have made and con-
tinue to make are saving lives.”

Elting Library bookmark contest

Miss Bonnie at Elting Memorial Library is moving 
forward with the library’s annual bookmark contest. 
The contest is open to children who go to school, 
live in or are homeschooled in New Paltz and are in 
third, fourth and fi fth grade. 

The creator of the chosen design will win a gift 
certifi cate for $25 to Inquiring Minds Bookstore and 
the fi rst runner-up will win a $10 gift certifi cate to 
Manny’s. 

To enter, make a black-and-white drawing (pencil 
or black ink pen on white copy paper) about books, 
reading or the library. Elting Memorial Library has 
been at its present location since 1920. In honor 
of its 100th-year anniversary, use the number 100 
somewhere in the design. The design should be 
drawn inside a thin black border of 2 and 5/8 inches 
by 7 and ½ inches.

Send drawings to: Elting Memorial Library, 93 
Main Street, New Paltz, NY 12561, put it in the library 
book drop or if school resumes in April, return it to 
your teacher.

The last day that you can hand in the contest entry 
has been extended to April 6. 

Local coronavirus cancellations

Be sure to check with organizers to confi rm your 
event is happening. For additional/previous cancella-
tions, visit hudsonvalleyone.com.

Mohonk Consultations has canceled its next two 
events:

• Finding Common Ground Despite Diff erences, 
with Dennis Kucinich, Elizabeth Kucinich, Lester 

Strong and Louis Turpin, originally scheduled for 
April 5.

• Distinguished Achievement Award and Celebra-
tion of its 40th anniversary, originally scheduled for 
June 14.

On March 17, the Section 9 Athletic Council ex-
tended its suspension of all school athletic compe-
titions until May 1. The council will meet again on 
April 21 to determine where this is going.

Tops has changed its hours of operation at most 
of its stores from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. to restock and 
maintain increased sanitation levels. These revised 
hours will be in eff ect until further notice. Until 
further notice, Tops will open its doors for seniors 
only, allowing them to shop from 6-7:30 a.m. every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Tops also has curbside and 
pickup delivery as an alternate shopping solution. 
Visit Topsmarkets.com to shop online.

The New Paltz Retired Mens’ Group has temporar-
ily suspended its monthly meetings due to concerns 
regarding the Coronavirus.

The April 5 Palm Sunday Procession in New Paltz 
has been cancelled.

The Maya Gold Foundation has announced that 
the Heart of Gold Adventures teen trip to Nepal this 
April has been cancelled due to concerns regarding 
COVID-19. Twelve of the teens plan to join The Maya 
Gold Foundation for the April 2021 trip to Nepal. Ap-
plications for the 2021 trip will open in August.

Because of the mandated reduction to essential 
personnel due to the COVID-19 virus, the Town of 
New Paltz’s brush pickup is currently on hold until 
the highway department can go back to a regular 
work schedule. Please continue to put brush out and 
it will be picked up as soon as possible. Check the 
website for further information.

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating
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NEW PALTZ | FARM

LAUREN THOMAS

Leah Munsey and Orlando Diaz of Lo Farms on Plains Road in New Paltz.

by Frances Marion Platt

F
OR MORE THAN 20 years, a 32-acre tract 
of alluvial land on the banks of the Wallkill 
River on Plains Road in New Paltz was main-
tained as a CSA by Sylvester (“Pete”) and 

Robin Taliaferro. While they didn’t consistently ap-
ply for organic certifi cation, they always practiced 
organic agriculture. Despite all their years of hard 
work, the Taliaferros never quite recovered from the 
fi nancial setbacks caused by Hurricane Irene and 
Tropical Storm Lee in 2011. By 2018, the handwrit-
ing was on the wall: It was time to fi nd a new ten-
ant to lease the farm and retire. That search has now 
ended. Beginning this spring, a new CSA called the 
Lo Farm at Taliaferro’s will begin selling produce to 
members and the general public -- whether or not 
the community is still practicing social isolation due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

The name comes from the fi rst initials of the young 
couple who have leased the farm, Leah Munsey and 
Orlando Diaz. Munsey grew up in Little Rock, Ar-
kansas and Diaz in Carmel in Putnam County; he 
became acquainted with New Paltz during a brief 
sojourn here at the age of 20, living with friends who 
had graduated from SUNY. He got his own educa-
tion -- a Philosophy degree -- in Albany, along with 
a taste for horticulture while doing volunteer work 
in community gardens. The pair met after college 
when they were both working as AmeriCorps interns 
in the Montana Conservation Corps, building trails 
near Glacier National Park. “That was my fi rst real 
foray into outdoor labor,” says Munsey, whose de-
gree is in Economics. Soon afterwards they did an-
other internship at a small organic farm in Montana: 
“We just fell in love with it,” she enthuses.

They moved back East in 2013 to work on several 
organic vegetable farms, including a CSA on Long Is-
land, and ended up in the mid-Hudson last year, with 
a dream of starting a farm of their own. “We were 
looking in the general Hudson Valley area for a while 
-- Columbia County, Greene County,” Diaz recounts. 
“We got in contact with Pete a couple of years ago.” 
One thing led to another, and now they’ve taken 
up the mantle that the Taliaferros were ready to lay 
down. “We’re excited, because New Paltz is such a 
great community.”

While a few new varieties will be added to the 
list of what gets grown at 187 Plains Road, the new 
proprietors will mainly try to carry on the Taliaferro 
tradition, “We did a survey of former members to 
fi nd out their favorite produce,” says Diaz. And they 
will continue to follow National Organic Program 
guidelines, with the intent that the farm will once 
again be certifi ed organic by NOFA-NY for the 2020 
season. Proclaiming themselves “total nerds about 
this cutting-edge agricultural science,” the pair plan 
to emphasize nutrient-dense produce by using plant 
tissue testing and sap analysis, in addition to foster-
ing soil health and practicing other organic farm 
management techniques.

What makes Lo Farm diff erent from other CSAs is 
the way members will be able to shop for produce: 

via a prepaid Farm Card. “According to the tradi-
tional CSA model, customers pay a lump sum at the 
beginning of the season and get a box of produce ev-
ery week,” Munsey explains. “But we’ve found that 
people really gravitate toward being able to choose. 
With a prepaid card, members can come and use 
their card to choose whatever products they want, 
anytime they want. This system provides the farm-
er with up-front support, which is really important 
early in the spring; but you get extra bang for your 
buck.”

Non-members will be able to purchase produce 
from the Farm Store all season; but, instead of a 
member discount, CSA members will get value add-
ed to their Farm Card over the purchase price. There 
are three levels: The Taster costs $100 and is worth 
$110; the Healthy Eater costs $300 and is worth $345; 
and the Veggie Lover costs $500 and is worth $600. 
Unused card balances at the end of the season won’t 
be refundable, but used-up cards will be refi llable.

The Farm Card can be used at various local farm-
ers’ markets where Lo Farm will participate -- Rhine-
beck and Nyack, for starters -- in addition to the 
Farm Store, which will be open Tuesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays beginning sometime in May, depend-
ing on the vagaries of weather. Members will also get 
some extra perqs, including being able to pick their 
own herbs and fl owers free of charge, plus a Harvest 
Festival in the autumn.

But isn’t this a bad time to be starting up a busi-
ness that involves retail contact with the public? 
Ortiz and Munsey don’t see it that way at all. While 
they’ll be retooling the Farm Store operation a bit in 

response to the COVID-19 crisis, including the addi-
tion of a system for preordering and enhanced use 
of gloves and hand sanitizer, they already had health 
concerns at the top of their priority list even before 
the pandemic arose. “We are committed to provid-
ing our customers with produce that is healthy and 
safe to eat,” says the Lo Farm website. “Both Leah 
and Orlando have a Certifi cate of Training from the 
Produce Safety Alliance; we are completely up-to-
date on the safety standards and protocols laid out 
in the FDA Food Safety and Modernization Act that 
was signed into law in 2011. We strive to incorporate 
these standards into each aspect of our operation: 
From the moment a plant sprouts in our greenhouse 
or fi eld, to the time that plant is harvested, and all 
the way until it lands in your shopping bag, we take 
particular care in eradicating all risk of the develop-
ment of foodborne illnesses in our product. Our cus-
tomers can rest assured that we make every eff ort to 
uphold these food safety standards.”

“We are full-steam-ahead, especially now,” says 
Munsey. “This whole situation is a really good way 
for us as a community to return to our roots and eat 
locally sourced food.”

You can order your 2020 Farm Card online now at 
www.thelofarm.com, where you can also sign up for 
a newsletter that will alert you about opening dates, 
store and market hours and what crops are about to 
pop. Restaurants interested in bulk orders can make 
purchase arrangements as well. To learn more, text 
or call (914) 391-6553, e-mail info@thelofarm.com or 
visit www.facebook.com/thelofarm or www.insta-
gram.com/the_lo_farm. ++

Spring awakening
The Lo Farm gears up to take over CSA at Taliaferro’s

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

HAPPY SPRING!
NOW SCHEDULING 

NEW POOL INSTALLATIONS 
AND POOL OPENINGS.
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REGION | IN OUR OWN BACKYARD

by Erin Quinn

The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely or un-
happy is to go outside, somewhere where they can be 
quite alone with the heavens, nature and God. Because 
only then does one feel that all is as it should be and 
that God wishes to see people happy, amidst the simple 
beauty of nature. As long as this exists, and it certainly 
always will, I know that then there will always be com-
fort for every sorrow, whatever the circumstances may 
be. And I fi rmly believe that nature brings solace in all 
troubles.

– Anne Frank, The Diary of a Young Girl

W
HILE LIFE IN the epicenter of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has come to a 
grinding halt, and every imaginable 
event has been canceled, closed or 

postponed until further notice, the one thing that 
remains constant and steady and available is the out-
doors. Spring has not been canceled.

In fact, the governor has ordered that all state, 
county and local parks waive any and all entry fees 
to the public in an eff ort to encourage them to get 
outside with their family, partner, friend or simply 
alone for some vitamin D, exercise and fresh air dur-
ing these tumultuous times.

We live in an area that has direct village access to 
the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail (WVRT), the Hudson Val-
ley Rail Trail and the River-to-Ridge (R2R) Trail at the 
foothills of the Shawangunks. We are surrounded by 
the Minnewaska State Park Preserve, the Walkway 
Over the Hudson, the John Burroughs Nature Pre-
serve and a half-dozen Scenic Hudson parks on or 
near the river.

With school closures, college closures, all non-
essential business closures, a large portion of resi-
dents are relegated to their homes with nowhere to 
go except the grocery store. If ever there was a time 
to capitalize on the bountiful outdoor beauty that 
surrounds us, now is one of those times.

Just a cursory glance at visible trails like River-to-
Ridge or the WVRT or parking lots to various trail-
heads shows weekday and weekend use unprec-
edented for mid-March. People are opting outside, 
whether to seize the opportunity of being home with 
their children, stave off  boredom, lower anxiety, 
boost their immune systems, bask in the sunlight 
and feel the spray of a waterfall or be amidst the pine 
barrens, hear the peepers chorus or simply watch 
the tiny buds of the trees and shrubs force them-
selves to be seen in this global darkness.

The New Paltz Times reached out to see if people 
were using this opportunity to spend more time 
outdoors by themselves or with their loved ones. 
“We’ve never been outside more together as a fam-
ily of fi ve than we have in the last ten days,” said 
Dr. Allison Lucchesi, who along with her husband, 
New Paltz Police lieutenant Rob Lucchesi, and their 
three daughters aged 10, 14 and 16, have been log-
ging in the miles whenever they can be together. On 
Saturday, they hiked six miles together on the Mo-
honk Preserve: from the Undercliff  Carriage Road to 
Godzilla (a dauntingly steep hill) back to Overcliff , 
“which I’m embarrassed to say I have not done since 
I was a preteen. My kids had never done it.” Her hus-

band, who has trained for and competed in the Sur-
vival of the Shawangunks triathlon, is familiar with 
the trails, but this was the fi rst time they hiked them 
as a family. “We are usually working, swimming, 
chauff euring, running YBA and so on and so on.”

As Rob and Allison are both on the front lines of 
emergency responders, they are working all day 
with the kids at home alone; so, when they get home 
or on their days off , they make sure they take what-
ever opportunities they can to be together outside. 
“Today we did R2R from the Springtown trailhead, 
including the Pine Road loop and back for another 
six miles, so that’s 12 miles in two days.” Despite Rob 
having to plug into a conference call along the way, 
they were still able to move as a unit. They went to 
Slabsides at the John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary 
after work on Monday and the Pine Road loop on 
Wednesday. Next week they plan to do the rock 
scramble known as Giant’s Workshop off  Laurel 
Ledge Road at the Mohonk Preserve.

Louise Rizzuto and her 8-year-old daughter Lena 
have been battling the isolation from school and 
socializing with more passive recreation as well. 
“We’ve defi nitely been taking advantage of the parks 
being free. I took Lena to Awosting Falls [at Min-
newaska State Park] the other day; that was the fi rst 
time for her. She loved it! I can’t believe I haven’t 
taken her before.” The mother/daughter duo has 
also been spending time walking the HVRT, and this 
weekend they spent the day at Coxing Kill, known 
as Split Rock, on the Mohonk Preserve. “Overall, 
we have been out in nature so much more than we 
normally would be with our busy schedules,” she 
refl ected. “It’s has been our source of exercise, as 
well as keeping anxieties to a minimum. We are truly 
blessed to live where we do and have access to such 
magnifi cent places right in our backyard.”

Mike Otis, a professor of Engineering at SUNY New 
Paltz, along with his wife Lisa and their daughter, 
Katie, 13, have been using this societal shutdown to 
take their dog out and seek some exercise and ad-
venture. “We discovered a new walk to Awosting 
Falls, which we really enjoyed,” said Lisa Otis, de-
scribing the walk from the Peters Kill trailhead to the 
falls. She said that the combination of having more 
family time due to the societal shutdown, along with 
the waived fees at the state parks, have them hiking 
at Minnewaska more than ever before, as well as the 
Mohonk Preserve.

Some residents with whom the New Paltz Times 
spoke said that they’re trying to fi nd new areas and 
parks to explore to lessen the volume along the 
more-traveled paths like R2R. “We’ve been hiking 

Spring has not been canceled
The Great Outdoors beckons to cabin-fever suff erers

The Lucchesi family practicing social distancing on the River-to-Ridge (R2R) Trail.

Mike and Lisa Otis with their daughter Kate at 
Awosting Falls.
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every day,” said Emily Reardon, who, along with her 
husband and daughter Camille Reid, 7, have been 
frequenting the Mohonk Preserve, Scenic Hudson’s 
Shaupeneak Ridge park in Esopus and the Mill Brook 
Preserve in the Village of New Paltz. “The parks are 
really busy, so we’re trying to get out earlier at places 
that get busy or fi nd new hikes, opting for distance 
and/or intensity to get the most out of it.” She said 
that her family unit lives in an apartment in the vil-
lage and that getting out is key to everyone’s sanity. 
“If we don’t get out, we’ll all go crazy! Plus, we’re 
used to a lot of activity during our week, including 
walking to work. All of us swim and use the gym.”

While the outdoors is a great option -- whether 
you’re sitting on your front stoop, bagging peaks in 
the Catskills, rock-scrambling or meandering along 
a well-beaten trail -- social distancing practices are 
still being upheld, with all of the parks visitors’ cen-
ters shut down to the public until further notice and 
cars being parked at greater distances apart at popu-
lar Mohonk Preserve trailheads like the Trapps and 
Spring Farm entrances.

Longtime New Paltz residents, James Ottaway Jr., 
(formerly the chairman of Ottaway Newspapers and 
the retired director of Dow Jones, Inc.) and his wife 
Mary, have been going for daily walks and sojourns 
in our local parks, weather permitting.

“We’ve been outside every day that we can,” said 
Ottaway. “We’ve been walking at Minnewaska [State 
Park], the River-to-Ridge (R2R) Trail and the Wallkill 
Valley Rail Trail. Ottaway said it was “amazing to see 
how many cars were parked along Pine Road, one 
of our favorite spots and at the River to Ridge trail 
head. There were only two parking spaces left the 
other day!”

When people are isolated in their homes and 
cut off  from each other and work and the regular 
rhythms of daily life, it appears that the one thing 
that holds constant is nature. 

Open space therapy 

Christie DeBoer, Executive Director of the Wallkill 
Valley Land Trust (WVLT), got national attention last 
week for her website posting of a call for people get-
ting housebound during corona virus self-isolation 
to get free outdoor exercise therapy.

“Dreading social distancing?” DeBoer asked. 
“Why not enjoy it instead on our protected lands, 
nature preserves and recreational trails? Our open 
space is your personal space.”

“Breathe some fresh air, listen to the birds, spread 
your arms wide (plenty of room), get some sun and 
be grateful for this beautiful region we live in,” De-
Boer wrote. “The Land Trust invites you to hike, 
bike and play on some of our spectacular places, 
such as our 22-mile long Wallkill Valley Rail Trail -- a 
safe space for us all.”

The next day, Christina Soto, editor of Saving Land, 
the magazine of the national Land Trust Alliance, 
which accredits the local land trust, read DeBoer’s 
call to the wild and commented, “This message from 
the WVLT in New Paltz, NY came at exactly the right 
time with exactly the right message...about what’s 
happening in the world right now.’’

Mohonk Preserve has a shift in thinking

Eff ective March 23, the Mohonk Preserve in Gar-
diner is closed to the public until further notice. In a 
release, the Preserve cited “severe overcrowding at 
parks” as the reason. “As always, the health and safe-
ty of our staff  and visitors are our highest priorities 
and this temporary closure is a critical component 
of our response to the COVID-19 pandemic.”

According to Gretchen Reed, the Preserve’s Direc-
tor of Communications, the decision to temporarily 
close the Preserve’s lands was made by the Preserve’s 
executive team, consisting of its new president and 
CEO Kevin Case, vice-president and chief fi nancial 
offi  cer David Toman, board chair Russ Clune and 
chief development offi  cer MJ Martin.

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, last week the 
Preserve implemented heightened sanitation prac-
tices, suspension of public programs, the closure of 
its visitor’s center and social distancing measures 
(including cars.) Employees were checking member-
ship passes, but not taking any day-pass fee transac-
tions, suggesting a trust system where people could 
leave money in the box or mail in donations. 

Asked what prompted such a drastic move as com-
plete closure, Reed said, “Since the COVID-19 crisis 

began, the Preserve has been adjusting our policies 
and procedures based on the recommendations of 
federal, state and local government health agencies. 
Despite our best eff orts to manage entry and main-
tain healthy social-distancing practices, the volume 
of visitation was outpacing our capacity to safely 
welcome people on the land.”

When asked what the litmus test was for being 
“over-crowded,” as the Preserve is often fi lled to ca-
pacity at all of its trailheads during the summer, fall 
and holiday weekends, Reed said that “under nor-
mal full-capacity situations, we are not managing for 
the current necessary safe distancing between our 
staff  and visitors. While we were employing mea-
sures to appropriately manage parking and encour-
aging responsible recreation practices, the volume 
of visitation we were receiving was not aligned with 
our capacity to provide a safe experience in nature 
for visitors and protect our staff . It was also not con-
sistent with the Governor’s PAUSE Plan. Congestion 
points like trailheads, parking areas and traditional 
gathering spots on the Preserve were unsafe for both 
our visiting public and our staff .

Governor Andrew Cuomo has continued to en-
courage people who are not ill or part of a “vulner-
able” population to the coronavirus to get outside 
(while practicing social-distancing measures) in an 
eff ort to stay healthy and curb cabin fever. To that 
end, he even waived all state, county and local park 
fees last Wednesday to encourage the public to get 
out in an environment where there is not a dense 
population of people.

When asked what led the Preserve to go in the op-
posite direction when its members are relying on 
the outdoors as one of the few healthy alternatives 
during a massive societal shutdown including gyms, 
Reed said, “Our highest priorities are the health and 
safety of our visitors and staff …Through a temporary 
closure, we can do our part to keep our community 
safe by limiting the number of destination visitors 
who come from afar to the area and reduce the po-
tential need for fi rst responder and acute healthcare 

services during a time when these services are al-
ready overburdened.” She said that the Preserve will 
be posting tips from its Conservation Science and 
Education teams to encourage them to explore the 
nature in their own backyards. We will be extending 
all memberships for at least a month and possibly 
longer depending on the length of the closure.”

In terms of when the Mohonk Preserve will re-
open to its membership and the public, Reed said, 
“While no one knows the exact trajectory of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, our intention is to reopen as soon 
as it is safe to do so.”

Still open to the public are the Wallkill Valley Rail 
Trail (WVRT), the Hudson Valley Rail Trail, the River-
to-Ridge (R2R) Trail at the foothills of the Shawan-
gunks, Minnewaska State Park Preserve, the Walk-
way Over the Hudson, the John Burroughs Nature 
Preserve and a half-dozen Scenic Hudson parks on 
or near the river.

With life being closed to the public as this pan-
demic weaves its own web, the only things that re-
main ours to embrace entirely are the stars, the sky, 
the air and the smells of burgeoning spring. When all 
else fails you, nature never does. To heed the advice 
of Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Adopt the pace of nature: 
her secret is patience.” ++

 NEW PALTZ | SURVEY

T
HE TOWN OF New Paltz is con-
ducting a community survey to de-
termine what New Paltz residents 
consider as open space and historic 

preservation priorities for the community in 
the future. The survey is designed to explore 
protection of the community’s open spaces, 
recreational assets, habitats, farmland and 
historic features. It is the fi rst step in updat-
ing the Town’s Open Space Plan, written in 
2006, and integrating it with its inventory of 
historic landmarks and features. 

The survey is available online at www.
surveymonkey.com/r/NewPaltzSurvey. Re-
sponses are due by April 30. 

Planning for the survey began in recent 
months, led by the Environmental Con-
servation Board, Clean Water Open Space 
Preservation Commission and Historic Pres-
ervation Commission. Emergence of the 
coronavirus crisis has underscored the importance and value of New Paltz’s local parkland, open 
spaces and historic sites, which many residents are actively using amidst eff orts at social-distancing. 
This survey will help the Town in planning for current and future needs. 

“We are encouraging people to take this three-minute survey, to help inform the Town’s planning 
for the future protection and stewardship of the natural and historic features that defi ne New Paltz’s 
unique character,” said New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil Bettez. “New Paltz has a good track record 
of protecting important places, but we know we need to do more to ensure that our most precious 
open spaces and historic properties are here for future generations. New Paltz residents have ben-
efi ted in very tangible ways from our 2006 Open Space Plan, which focused attention on the places 
people value most in our community.”

The plan resulted in projects such as protection of the Taliaferro Farm, expansion of the Millbrook 
Preserve and the designation of the Mohonk Testimonial Gateway and Putt Corners Burial Ground 
as Town of New Paltz landmarks. It also helped inspire the River to Ridge Trail and the Empire Trail. 

“The richness of New Paltz’s natural resources and historic/architectural features contribute to 
New Paltz’s small-town fl avor, aesthetic beauty, sense of place and quality of life enjoyed by those 
who live, work or visit here,” said John Orfi telli, chair of the Town of New Paltz Historic Preservation 
Commission. “We are eager to create a plan that brings together a vision for our natural landscapes 
and built environment.” 

For more information, call Kathy Preston at (845) 255-0604, extension 1.

Town of New Paltz to conduct community survey 
on open space and historic preservation 

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865



 New Paltz Times 6 •  March 26, 2020

Staying connected
(Continued from page 1) 

LAUREN THOMAS

Solo and Nafi Diedhiou with a handmade rainbow.

trying to do whatever we can do,” said Katz. “Before 
I bought Village [Pizza], I worked for years at Gar-
van’s. I love Garvan and his wife and his restaurant. 
It breaks me heart that they needed to [temporarily] 
close.”

Carry Out Kings is still going strong,  but we’re in 
a world where everything changes day-to-day, if not 
minute-to-minute. “This past Tuesday we had 47 
calls for deliveries,” he said. “That would be a good 
day on a weekend, when the college was in session. 
So, to have that many calls right now tells me that 
people want the food that they enjoy from our local 
restaurants, but that they’re staying home more.”

While the discounts still exist and Carry Out Kings 
is still delivering, several of its partner restaurants 
that have the highest demand have closed. “We’re 
fortunate because we’re set up for takeout here,” 
he said, pointing to the popular drive-thru window 
where, pre- or post-coronavirus world, pizza and 
calzones would fl y out to hungry clients in cars.

P & G’s is one of the remaining restaurants to re-
main open from noon to 8 p.m., standing sentinel 
and stoic in this chaotic time. “We’re open every 
day; just call in and you can come and pick it up or 
we can bring it to the curb, or you can order through 
Carry Out Kings and they’ll deliver it to your door,” 
said Mike Beck. The longtime owner of P & G’s Cor-
nerstone Restaurant and Bar recently passed on 
the business to his son Mike, Jr. and daughter Kris-
ten Beck. “They took over in early February and I 
thought, ‘What a nice initiation to the restaurant 
business: First the village water supply is messed up, 
and now the entire county is messed up,” he said 
with a good-hearted laugh.

In an eff ort to have some CPR in place for bars and 
restaurants, the governor did ask the State Liquor 
Authority to relax its procedures that would allow 
restaurants, bars and brewpubs to provide takeout 
beer, wine and other alcoholic beverages. P & G’s 
is off ering that upon request, but Mike, Jr. said that 
“Mostly it’s been a novelty request. People who are 
calling to place an order will ask if they can also have 
a mixed drink to go, and are just excited or curious 
about it, and we say, ‘Sure.’” They do have to-go cof-
fee cups and soup containers, if someone is really jo-
nesing for a Manhattan or Cosmo; but Mike, Sr. said 
that, while he appreciates the governor’s intent, in 
reality, “People who come in here to have a couple 
of drinks miss the social part of it. They want to sit 
down and talk with other people and the bartender 
and meeting up with friends.”

All the Becks agree that it has been “our regular, 
loyal customers that are still ordering takeout on a 
regular basis, and we so appreciate that. We’ve even 
had several local businesses call in and order 60 
lunches, like Viking Industries, and that goes a long 
way,” said Mike, Sr. They have their chef on hand 
and a bare-bones staff , but they’re still open for take-
out and curbside deliveries -- as are several other 
small restaurants, like Mexicali Blue and Anatolia, 
and the always-popular Mountain Brauhaus. Village 
of New Paltz mayor Tim Rogers said that he has seen 
no evidence of the governor reversing courses on 
takeout: “I see no indication that will change. People 
still need to eat.”

Even for those who are able to keep going without 
the college students or being able to have people sit 

and dine, there are dire economic impacts happen-
ing everywhere we turn. “Today was a really tough 
day,” admitted Douglas Thompson, longtime owner 
of the Main Street Bistro, known for its healthy, in-
expensive food and long lines of locals, students, 
rock climbers and tourists alike wrapped around its 
brick building waiting for it to open or to get a seat. 
“I wish we would have known what direction this 
was going in earlier, because all of the restaurants 
had their truck deliveries on Monday. We had all of 
this food, and then the mandate comes to move to 
takeout only. We were trying to roll with everything 
and stay positive, but there comes a point where you 
just can’t aff ord to stay open, and it killed me to lay 
off  my employees. They’re like my family.”

Thompson said that, besides being worried about 
his employees, who he believes have all gotten in 
touch with Unemployment, he was as worried about 
his family’s health as much as anyone else. “I’m 
home with my family right now, just hoping that 
everyone I care about is safe and healthy and that 
we hit this peak and get back to work.” There was 
an outpouring of love and appreciation from Bistro 
customers on Facebook and other social media out-
lets when it announced its [temporary] closure last 
Thursday. The Thompsons are known as much for 
their breakfast specials as they are for their commu-
nity altruism, and that did not go unnoticed by the 
eatery’s fanbase

Mayor Rogers said, “My heart is breaking to see these 
businesses suff er and have to lay off  their employees 
and close their doors. It’s taken an enormous toll on 
the village.” But at the same time, he said, “What’s 
impressive is how serious they’re taking into consid-
eration public health. I really haven’t heard business 
owners complain about loss of revenue, even though 
we know they’re suff ering. They’re more concerned 
about how they can protect people.”

For a current directory of New Paltz businesses 
and restaurants that customers and clients can sup-
port in socially distant ways, visit https://bit.ly/NP-
Businesses.

A virtual day in the neighborhood

Mayor Rogers and deputy mayor KT Tobin hosted 
an online meeting with business owners this past 
Thursday to discuss the news of the shelter-in-place 
order, what businesses were “essential” and which 
ones were not, and to share information and experi-
ences as to how they were faring during these chal-
lenging times. They had more than 30 businesses 
participate and covered a variety of topics. Rogers 
said he was pleased with how it went, and that they 
now plan on doing this online meeting every Mon-
day and Thursday. To learn more about these live 
online conversations and how to become a part of 
them, e-mail Tobin at kt@villageofnewpaltz.org. 

Joining in the conversation were the co-founders 
of One Epic Place, Julie Robbins and Nicole Langlois, 
who have worked to create a Virtual New Paltz Vil-
lage Square on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
groups/490620068493043. The intent was to have a 
place where they can brainstorm and showcase their 
wares and services, as well as be physically distant 
but “talk and support one another,” said Langlois, 
noting that on Friday, March 13 they had their “fi rst 
virtual coff ee.” Her hope is to “work together and 
navigate what we want this to look like, and to off er 
and ultimately create a place that keeps us all con-
nected and fi nding ways that we can support each 
other’s businesses.”

One Epic Place plans a gift certifi cate page that is 
slated to go live on Monday. “We are still collecting 
information from local businesses that would like to 
off er something. If any local business would like to 
participate, we would need the following: what they 
are off ering, the amount(s), contact information and 
their logo and/or image they would like on the digital 
gift card,” she said. The link is www.oneepicplace.
com/local-gift-cards.

Neighborhood wellness check

On another positive community note, Village 
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by Erin Quinn

T
WO MEMBERS OF the faculty at SUNY New 
Paltz, in the music and special education 
departments, have tested positive for coro-
navirus.

The special education faculty member is currently 
off  campus and in quarantine. That employee was 
last on campus on Thursday, March 12.

We spoke with the music professor. He is Ed Lun-
dergan, 64, who has been a professor at the college 
since 1993. He was informed at 1 a.m. on March 20 
that his test was positive.

Lundergan said that he has “no underlying issues” 
and went to New Paltz Family Practice earlier this 
week because his fl u-like symptoms were not getting 
better. “Sunday, I woke up with a sore throat, feeling 
tired and had a 101-degree fever,” he explained. He 
self-quarantined along with his wife, Carol, but by 
Monday the symptoms increased and he went to see 
his doctor.

When he tested negative for the fl u and strep 
throat, he was given the COVID-19 test. “I’m assum-
ing that because I tested negative for the other com-
mon illnesses and my age that they tested me as a 
precaution,” he said.

His wife was also tested as she’s been experienc-
ing fl u-like symptoms. “She’s about two days behind 
me,” he said. She was informed on March 21 that she 
also tested positive for the virus.

Lundergan was already taking the precautions 
that had been recommended by the Center for Dis-
ease Control. “I was on campus a week or so ago 
when things were still somewhat normal and then 
we were told that the students would not be com-

ing back after spring break and to vacate our offi  ces, 
which I did. I was at home, preparing for online, re-
mote learning and then this past Sunday started feel-
ing like I had the fl u.”

Once he tested positive, he was put in contact with 
both the Ulster County Department of Health and 
SUNY New Paltz. “[The Health Department] wanted 

PROVIDED

SUNY New Paltz professor Ed Lundergan and his wife 
Carol have tested positive for coronavirus.

Two SUNY New Paltz faculty test positive for coronavirus

me to trace my steps back in terms of who I had con-
tact with, which I have and I’ve called anyone with 
whom I had contact with the weekend before to let 
them know. SUNY had many of the same questions.”

SUNY New Paltz sent out a press release on March 
20 notifying their faculty, students and staff  of the 
situation.

As a precautionary measure, the College is closing 
Old Main, College Hall and Shango Hall eff ective im-
mediately. The buildings will remain closed at least 
until Monday, March 23, to enable deep cleaning.

SUNY said it would continue to update its college 
constituents and work with the Health Department. 
“Campus leadership is activating all other neces-
sary protocols and will provide timely updates to all 
members of the campus community,” said a release.

Lundergan said that “most people have respond-
ed with kindness and support.” The music professor 
said that he thought he was on an upswing, but then 
was not feeling well today. “It’s been a see-saw kind 
of sickness,” he said.

Village of New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers respond-
ed to the fi rst known case in New Paltz by saying 
that “It’s a real challenge for that individual and for 
their family. But this appears to be the path of this 
virus, and so it’s expected that we’re going to have 
residents that test positive. I think it’s very good that 
he went into self-quarantine even before he tested 
positive and continues to act in a very responsible 
manner.”

Lundergan said that his hope is that people “take 
this thing seriously and air on the side of caution. 
We’ll all get through this together if we work to fl at-
ten that curve and support each other.” ++

trustee William Wheeler-Murray has more than 30 
volunteers lined up to call on neighbors and village 
residents for “well visits,” to see how they’re cop-
ing and if they need anything to be picked up or 
brought to them. “We have a lot of people that live 
alone, are elderly or high-risk, and I wanted a way 
that we could just check in and make sure they’re 
doing okay and have a conversation and see if there’s 
anything we can do for them. I don’t think there’s a 
great need right now for this, but in the coming days 
and weeks there could be, so I wanted to have some-
thing in place.”

Anyone who would like to reach out to Wheeler-
Murray can do so at wwheeler@villageofnewpaltz.
org or on his Facebook page. He said that Family of 
New Paltz’s hotline is receiving a high volume of calls 
during this anxiety-producing time, and that he has 
also partnered up with SUNY New Paltz’s Institute 
for Disaster Mental Health.

Chasing rainbows

Although people could not participate in any 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade this year, or go listen to 
traditional Irish music or drink pitchers of green 
beer at Foley’s, there was a “rainbow hunt” that 
Carolyn Mead Fulton put up on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/groups/1209458149080059/
search/?query=rainbow%20hunt&epa=SEARCH_
BOX. It encouraged villagers to paint rainbows or 
draw pictures of them or tape up a computer print-
out in their window or somewhere visible on the 
outside of their home or mailbox or property, so that 
all of these kids, who are not in school due to the 
pandemic could have a fun and safe activity to do 
outside. This was a movement to counter the isola-

tion and give parents some ideas of things they could 
do with their younger children.

“I painted the rainbow because I was bored and 
wanted to do something creative that kids would en-
joy,” said Nafi  Diedhiou, 12, of Prospect Street. “The 
idea was like a low-tech Pokémon Go, where kids 
could go out for a walk in their neighborhood and 
try and fi nd as many rainbows as they could,” said 
her mom, Kristen Masson-Diedhiou. “Plains Road 
had 17 rainbows!” she said, noting that Prospect resi-
dents needed to up their game.

Mayor Rogers also noted that the newly construct-
ed Hasbrouck Playground -- a refuge for families with 
young children -- is offi  cially closed and locked up, in 
response to the governor’s social distancing require-
ments.

Project Resilience

Last week, Ulster County introduced Project Resil-
ience, a community fund and local food distribution 
eff ort to support residents impacted by the COVID-19 
crisis. With over $2 million in funding, the County 
will utilize UCAT and partner with non-profi ts and 

municipalities to deliver meals to local distribution 
centers. 

This new initiative will help residents in need and 
simultaneously provide support to small businesses, 
by partnering with United Way and many other area 
organizations and businesses to mobilize food and 
services. 

March 24 marked the fi rst day of meal delivery ser-
vice in Gardiner. Currently, one prepared free meal 
for those who need it can be delivered on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday. 

If you know someone who will benefi t from Proj-
ect Resilience, please sign up for assistance: https://
ulstercountyny.gov/projectresilience, or by email, 
projectresilience@co.ulster.ny.us. If no online ac-
cess, please call the Ulster County COVID-19 Hotline 
at 845-443-8888. ++

New location in New Paltz

~ Authentic ~ 
Dominican Food

Fresh, New Menu Everyday
235 Main St., New Paltz, NY

845.419.2808

50 Raymond Ave., Poughkeepsie, NY
845.849.0377

Door Dash Available
Check Online For Hours

WE’RE OPEN!
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Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Bakery • Easter Flowers
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WE’RE OPEN!
Fresh Fruits, Vegetables & Bakery
We are grateful to be able to open for the season 
and provide the community with a sense of 
normalcy during this unprecedented course of 
events. We are incredibly thankful for our staff 
that is willing to help make this happen. We 
will be implementing strict cleaning policies 
to best protect our customers, our staff and 
ourselves. We will get through this difficult 
time together.

The Ferrante Family
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Essential 
services 
Thirty-year veteran of Lloyd Town 
Police Department takes the helm 
as police chief 

by Sharyn Flanagan

A 
FOCUS ON COMMUNITY comes naturally 
to James Janso, newly appointed Chief of 
Lloyd Town Police. A lifetime resident of 
the town he serves, the 30-year veteran 

of the department has worked his way through the 
ranks as police offi  cer, investigator, and for the past 
seven years, lieutenant. He succeeds former Chief 
Daniel Waage, who retired at the end of January.

Fostering good relations between police and the 
public is a good idea all around, not only improving 
the quality of life for local residents but allowing kids 
to grow up with a positive outlook on police offi  cers. 
It also helps police do their job, ensuring that when 
a community member has information they need to 
know, residents are familiar enough with local offi  -
cers to be inclined to share.

“We want people to feel comfortable with us, and 
when they do, they talk about what they see and 
what they hear,” says the new chief. “And our stats 
have gone up because of that, because now they feel 
like, ‘I know Jim Janso, I know Phil Roloson person-
ally.’ And just a little bit of information can go a long 
way.”

The department’s Youth Rec League was started 
in part to get kids off  their devices and interacting 
with each other doing sports, but it also allows them 
to normalize their relationship with police offi  cers 
as one of mutual respect. Now when the routine 
walk-throughs at the schools take place, there are 
no longer heads turning, Janso notes, with students 
wondering what’s wrong. “It’s become normal to see 
us. They know that we’re a person fi rst and a cop 
second.”

Janso says it’s been a bit of a pet peeve for him 
over the years to have situations in which a parent 
will point him out as a police offi  cer to their child, 
warning them to “be good” or they’ll be taken away. 
“That’s not our job! We don’t take kids away, so don’t 
scare them. It’s important to get the kids involved 
with us. We want them to know that we’re there to 
help them and they can come to us, so when they 
see a police offi  cer, they’re not going to be scared.”

The chief still lives on the same road in Highland 
he grew up on, two doors down from the house 
where his parents still live, now in their 80s. “I take 
a walk down and visit them a couple times a week, 
make sure they’re behaving! I want them to know 
I’m there, and I didn’t forget them. They raised me 
to be the person I wanted to be, and I am. So hope-

fully they’re proud of me.”
And living in town hasn’t hurt his career, Janso 

says. “It’s a unique kind of Americana, I think, to 
live and work in a town where you know everybody. 
People that knew me growing up know what my job 
is, and don’t make my job any harder than it has to 
be. Business is business; personal is personal. If that 
individual is making choices to do something, it’s 
not my choice and I may have to do something they 
might not like. And that’s always worked. I try to 
treat people the same way I want my family treated 
if they got stopped, or they had a complaint. There 
are people out there who aren’t very nice, but for the 
majority of the population, it’s very important that 
they’re treated fairly.”

Married to his wife Giulia for eight years come 
September, Janso has three children he says he’s 
very proud of. “I love my job, but I love my family 
even more.” Oldest daughter Cassidy is a 21-year-old 
college student in Plattsburgh studying to become a 
teacher, with fi ve-year-old daughter, Giovanna, and 
three-year-old son, James, at home. 

“So I’m not going to be retiring any time soon!” 
Janso says with a smile. “James is what my mom 
would probably consider, ‘a mini-me.’ As a kid, I was 
always climbing trees and getting into everything, so 
he’s taking right after me, I guess.”

Highland is “a good community to be in, to live 
in and work in,” he adds. “But I also love the job, 
too, because the world is getting crazy, and I want 
to make sure it’s safer for my family and our com-
munity. When my younger kids start going to school 
and growing up, maybe whatever change I can do 
now will be there when they get older.”

Thirty years of service
James Janso got into police work after initially plan-

ning to go into law enforcement for the U.S. Coast 
Guard. But after a recruiter told him he’d have to 
commit to ten years or more and even then, would 
not be certain of assignment where he wanted to be, 
Janso took a friend’s recommendation and applied 
for a full-time position as a corrections offi  cer for the 
Ulster County Sheriff ’s Department. “I did that at the 
early age of 19, right out of high school,” he says. “I 

worked nights at the jail, went to college during the 
day, and when I got the opportunity, took the test for 
the deputy sheriff ’s road patrol.” 

Janso worked in that capacity for six months until 
there was an opening with Town of Lloyd Police in 
1990. “The Sheriff ’s Department was a great place 
to work and was a great starting step for me, but my 
roots were here and I wanted to come back home. 
And I’ve been here ever since.”

Keeping up with technology is a major factor in 
police work today, as it is in most fi elds, of course. 
“The days of the 1990s are over,” Janso notes. “Dif-
ferent technologies are upgraded as the years go by, 
and you really have to keep moving ahead in today’s 
world.”

One of the new data-driven initiatives he’s insti-
gated in order to increase local safety has been sign-
ing Town of Lloyd Police on to use a collision report 
database called CrashLogic, which pinpoints high-
incident areas where police can target their eff orts 
to reduce accidents. “The program takes all the data 
from accidents -- time of day, weather conditions, 
speed -- and breaks it down to tell you whatever you 
need to know to zero in and gear your enforcement 
toward that. It’s a work in progress; you’re not going 
to know [if it helps] until months later, maybe a year, 
but we’re going to see if it can help curtail accidents 
and injuries. That’s what we’re here for.” 

The program also generates a bit of income for the 
town, as reports may be accessed and purchased by 
the public online, with the town receiving a small fee 
for each requested report.

Janso has also initiated a new continuing educa-
tion program for his offi  cers. In addition to the man-
dated hands-on training a police offi  cer undertakes, 
Town of Lloyd Police offi  cers are now required to 
take monthly online courses on topics such as de-
fensive driving or workplace violence; courses that 
Janso himself takes, too. And as a former fi reman 
in the town (for three years), the chief recently met 
with the Highland Fire Company chief to plan cross-
training for members of both departments.

The Town of Lloyd’s location between the cities of 
Newburgh and Kingston and across the river from 
Poughkeepsie means that “the big things will always 

LAUREN THOMAS

Town of Lloyd Police Chief James Janso.
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Highland High School lunch and learn
series welcomes local fi rst responders

O
VER THE COURSE of the 2019-2020 school year, Highland High School is hosting local 
leaders for a series of “Lunch and Learn with a Leader” events. The series is designed 
to provide real-life skills education for students on important topics. On March 11, stu-
dents gathered for a session featuring local fi rst responders. Special guests included 

Lloyd Police Department Detective Anthony Ventura and representatives from the Highland Fire 
District and Mobile Life Support Services. Each speaker discussed various topics, including the 
education and experience needed for their current position, workplace morale and what a typical 
workday might involve. Each municipality shared training opportunities for students and ways 
to get involved. For example, Highland Central School District Director of Buildings and Grounds 
Peter Miller, who is also the Highland Fire Department Chief, educated students on the Ulster 
County Explorer program, which gives young men and women opportunities to explore the fi re 
service as a career while also providing experiences that help develop interpersonal, leadership 
and organizational skills.

After the presentations, the representatives opened the fl oor to the students, encouraging them 
to ask questions. Students took advantage of the opportunity to ask about everything from the 
licenses needed to drive an ambulance to CPR training to fi re-protective clothing materials. 

In regard to life as a fi reman, Highland Fire Department representative and 2019 Highland alum-
ni Joseph Lyons shared, “You get out what you put in.” He hopes students will explore all of the 
options available in the fi rst responder’s fi eld.

The March event was sponsored by Sal’s Place, a local Highland business.

A Highland High School student shows gratitude to Highland Fire Department representative and 
2019 Highland High School alumnus Joseph Lyons (right).

HIGHLAND | SCHOOLS
come through Highland at one point or another,” 
Janso says. “It’s a never-ending battle. If there’s a 
shooting in Poughkeepsie or Newburgh, there’s a 
good chance they’re coming through here, or they 
were here. And narcotics brings in a lot of stuff  with 
it; robberies, gangs. So we’re tasked with that. I’m 
not trying to scare anybody, but it’s a fact, and it is 
what it is.”

The Town of Lloyd’s location also means that 
they’re a hub for overdoses, he adds, noting that 
while the population is small, there are 1.2 million ve-
hicles crossing the Mid-Hudson Bridge every month. 
“And that’s not even counting the people driving 
north and south through town on Route 9W. It’s a 
lot of people you’re responsible for coming through, 
and a lot of enforcement.”

The Town of Lloyd had 16 overdoses in 2018 (one 
fatal) and six overdoses in 2019, with one fatal. In 
an eff ort to curtail that, Chief Janso has increased 
patrols that target where drug activity is happen-
ing. “Unfortunately, when they buy the product in 
Poughkeepsie, they come across the bridge and the 
fi rst thing they want to do is fi nd a place to stop and 
use. So we’ve used the stats on where our overdoses 
have been the past two years -- the gas stations, park-
ing lots, hotels --  and we have offi  cers doing frequent 
walk-throughs of these establishments. And they’re 
not going to know when we stop in. We started the 
program February 12, and we’ve done 140 walk-
throughs of the gas stations and convenience stores 
since then.”

It's always better to “keep up than catch up,” as 
he puts it. “It’s actually old-school policing, and a 
policy that usually works. Nip the small stuff  in the 
bud early and the big problems don’t follow.”

Chief Janso also plans to continue off ering the 
Town of Lloyd Civilian Police Academy for local resi-
dents interested in learning about what police offi  -
cers actually do. For a nominal fee -- $25 -- the once-
a-week, eight-week evening courses off er hands-on 
information. The classes essentially “pull the curtain 
away from law enforcement,” Janso notes, in the 
process fostering a real connection between the po-
lice and the community they protect.

Classes are taught by experts in their fi eld on topics 
such as active shooters, narcotics, and what happens 
in a car stop. (What is the offi  cer thinking about and do-
ing while you’re sitting nervously waiting in your car?) 

“Seeing things on the news is okay, but fi rsthand 
experience is a learning tool. I’d say 99 percent, if 
not 100 percent of the people who come to our acad-
emy walk away from it happy they did it, and realiz-
ing that there’s a lot of work that goes into policing. 
And you get to know your police department. I think 
one of the biggest things they take away from the 
program, and the best thing, is that we are people 
fi rst. I’m a husband, I’m a dad, I’m a son… I want to 
go home to my family at the end of the day. We’re 
not out there looking to hurt anybody; we want to do 
our job and go home.” 

Police offi  cers, unlike most of us, put a vest on 
each time they start a shift, Janso adds. “And that’s 
a sobering reminder that I’m wearing this because 
there’s somebody out there that might want to do 
harm to me. And you come to terms with that. That’s 
part of what we do. But this allows people to know 
we’re not just getting in a car and pulling people 
over.”

The next session of the academy is slated to be-
gin in April. Visit the police department’s Facebook 
page for details or call the station at (845) 691-6102.

As chief, Janso oversees approximately 30 people, 
which includes his lieutenant, sergeants, detectives, 
patrol and three full-time dispatchers along with 
part-time staff . And now that he’s been promoted, he 
needs to hire a new lieutenant, whose job it is to help 
run daily operations. “Hopefully we do that soon; 
the community deserves to have their department 
up and running with a full staff . And we need it, too. 
We’re busy, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.”

Even in his 30 years of policing, Janso says, “You’re 
bound to see a few things here and there that still 
surprise you. We rely on resources like the State Po-
lice and the Sheriff ’s Department to help us out on 
major scenes, but we handle everything that comes 
our way, from a barking dog to an armed robbery. 
And unfortunately, nobody calls police just to say 
‘hi’ or have a cup of coff ee. They want you to solve 
a problem; they want you to be a lawyer, a doctor, a 
priest, a social worker. So you’ve got to kind of wear 
many hats. But it’s really like the front row to ‘The 
Greatest Show on Earth’: you see it all.” ++

Butler promoted to New 
Paltz Police lieutenant
in virtual New Paltz 
Town Board meeting
by Frances Marion Platt

T
HANKS TO NEW Paltz Public Access, lo-
cal citizens have long been able to catch 
up with meetings of the New Paltz Town 
Board on YouTube; but last Thursday, 

March 19, was the fi rst time that even the board 
members themselves could not attend in person. 
Municipal meetings in New York State must now, 
until further notice, be held remotely by conference 
call or similar service, pursuant to an executive or-
der by Governor Cuomo titled Continuing Tempo-
rary Suspension and Modifi cation of Laws Relating 
to the Disaster Emergency.

Viewable online at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aQz8cn5mNAU, the virtual meeting had its 
share of technical glitches, with poor sound quality, 
a blurry picture and the sound cutting out entirely 
for a couple of minutes near the beginning. On the 
plus side, it ran remarkably short: less than half an 
hour all told, not counting the time when the record-
ing equipment was turned off  for an executive ses-
sion. A heartwarming bonus was the spectacle of 
town supervisor Neil Bettez’s young daughter com-
ing to sit on his lap in his home offi  ce at the end and 
mugging for the camera. After adjournment, the su-
pervisor signed off  with the words, “Let’s go read.” 
(Good advice for us all who are stuck at home.)

The meeting began with Police Commission mat-
ters, with soon-to-retire police chief Joe Snyder not-
ing that his team had actually been less busy than 
normal since the beginning of the COVID-19 emer-
gency. “It’s quiet in the evening with no bars open,” 
he said. “We’ve needed no extra patrols so far…I’m 
not going to try to overkill with too much policing.” 
The police station is “discouraging walk-in com-
plaints” and taking extra cleaning measures. “We’ve 
rearranged the records room so we can conduct in-
terviews through a glass window.”

The cancellation of a variety of upcoming outdoor 
events also means less time on the clock for town po-
lice in the near term. The annual Easter Egg Hunt, Palm 
Sunday Parade, Little League Parade and Clean Sweep 
have all been canceled due to COVID-19 precautions.

The Police Commission referred its choice of de-
tective sergeant Scott Butler to the Town Board to 
replace Robert Lucchesi as lieutenant, as Lucchesi 
is poised to step into Snyder’s role as the new police 
chief. The Town Board approved the appointment 
unanimously. Snyder praised Butler’s promotion as 
“very well-deserved and earned.” ++
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Mobile testing begins
(Continued from page 1) 

lot at the TechCity complex in the Town of Ulster. 
Ryan said he expects the number of confi rmed cases 
to rise signifi cantly as local testing capacity ramps 
up. Referring to a study produced by researchers 
at Columbia University which found that in China, 
where the pandemic began, there were possibly as 
many as ten undiagnosed cases of COVID-19 for each 
confi rmed instance. The undetected cases were gen-
erally mild and did not require hospital care, but 
help spread the virus among the population.

“We believe that hundreds of [Ulster County Resi-
dents] are likely impacted based on the epidemiol-
ogy and the science,” said Ryan.

The numbers are expected to become clearer 
once the mobile test site reaches its planned capac-
ity of 200 tests per day. The mobile testing site -- a 
collaboration between county health offi  cials and 
the Nuvance healthcare system -- was designed to 
keep potential Covid-19 cases away from doctor’s of-
fi ces and emergency rooms where they could spread 
the contagion to vulnerable patients and critically 
needed medical staff .

Instead, patients will be assessed on-site by provid-
ers outfi tted with full personal protective equipment, 
then be asked to return home and self-quarantine 
while they await results. Some 80 percent of corona-
virus cases are characterized as mild to moderate and 
can be treated at home. Of 38 confi rmed cases in Ul-
ster County, just two have required hospital care, the 
county exec said, adding that a second site will be set 
up in Ellenville by March 31 at the latest.

Testing at the mobile site is available by appoint-
ment only to people who have obtained prior au-
thorization from their regular healthcare provider. 
People who cannot reach or do not have a primary 
care physician can request testing through the Ulster 
County Health Department’s coronavirus hotline at 
(845) 443-8888. Because testing capacity remains 
limited, Ryan said that authorization for the tests 
would only be granted to people who were display-
ing symptoms of Covid-19 or who had been exposed 
to the illness through travel or contact with a con-
fi rmed case of the contagion.

Ryan said mobile testing would provide critical 
data as offi  cials work to track and contain the spread 
of the virus. “Mobile testing and boosting our testing 
capacity will absolutely save lives,” said Ryan.

With numbers expected to surge along with testing 
capacity, Ryan said he was concerned that local hospi-
tal resources could be overstressed. On the same day 
that Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced a plan to create 
1,000 temporary hospital beds to relieve pressure on 
downstate facilities, Ryan called on the state to create 
similar “surge” medical facilities in the Hudson Valley. 
Ryan said his goal was to increase hospital capacity in 
Ulster County by 50 percent in the coming weeks.

“We can see the demand building,” said Ryan. “And 
we know we don’t have the resources we need.” ++

Institute for Disaster Mental 
Health off ers training for
leaders, coping tips for citizens

by Frances Marion Platt

T
HOUGH IT MAY now feel like a lifetime, it 
was only six weeks ago that the New Paltz 
Times profi led Dr. Amy Nitza, director of 
the Institute for Disaster Mental Health 

(IDMH) at SUNY New Paltz (https://hudsonvalleyone.
com/2020/02/11/treating-the-trauma-caused-by-nat-
ural-disasters). At the time, the psychotherapist was 
about to head off  to Puerto Rico to “train the train-
ers” to help local people deal with the emotional 
stress precipitated by an earthquake, following the 
previous devastation of Hurricane Maria.

Now Dr. Nitza must attend to a disaster that’s hitting 
right at home: the COVID-19 pandemic. This past week 
she has been conducting training sessions for local of-
fi cials and college leadership (remotely, we presume) 
in best practices for helping citizens deal with the psy-
chological eff ects of this health emergency and the self-
isolation strategies required to slow and dampen its 
spread among vulnerable populations while our health 
systems gear up to provide care. Here’s a capsule de-
scription of the training content:

“Infectious disease outbreaks cause great uncer-
tainty and stress in addition to their physical impact. 
This is particularly salient in the current COVID-19 
pandemic where unprecedented social distancing 
measures are directly impacting the entire popula-
tion, elevating anxiety and, for some, causing mis-
trust in authorities. This training will include a brief 
overview of typical stress reactions in response to 
uncertainty, followed by the key elements of Psycho-
logical First Aid that managers and others in posi-
tions of authority can use to address anxiety, stress 
and mistrust in the various populations they super-

vise, represent or otherwise interact with.”
Indeed, diff erent people will have very diff erent 

ideas about which people in positions of author-
ity most deserve the public’s mistrust in these chal-
lenging times. But we can probably all agree that an 
angry crowd of citizens converging on Town Hall 
armed with torches and pitchforks isn’t going to help 
the situation one bit. However, Psychological First 
Aid is a skillset that may serve our leaders well to 
acquire for this and future emergencies.

For the rank and fi le, IDMH has published a handy 
list of Tips for Community Members, subtitled CO-
VID-19: Managing Stress in this Anxious Time. Here’s 
the summary section:

1) Do what you can to take charge of your anxiety 
by breaking your concerns down into manageable 
chunks.

2) Change what you can, and work on strategies 
for accepting and coping with what you can’t.

3) Limit your media exposure so you’re not dwell-
ing on the situation.

4) Stay connected, through whatever means are 
available, to the people that are important to you.

5) Above all, remember what stress management 
strategies work for you, and actually use them regu-
larly to get through this challenging outbreak.

The document begins with the observation that 
“Infectious disease outbreaks are one of the most 
distressing forms of disaster to deal with psycho-
logically because of the uncertainty they cause. With 
more typical disasters we know for sure whether 
we’ve been personally impacted, and while the 
physical and emotional recovery processes can be 
lengthy and diffi  cult, at least we can be confi dent 
that the worst is over once the event ends. Disease 
outbreaks don’t have that kind of clear time bound-
ary. This leaves us in an ongoing state of feeling at 
risk, which is not the kind of acute stressor our ‘fi ght 
or fl ight’ system evolved to deal with eff ectively.”

It goes on to spell out simple exercises for man-
aging your stress, including making a list of what’s 
worrying you about the pandemic, evaluating which 
threats are most or least likely to aff ect you person-
ally and classifying them by whether they’re factors 
you can or cannot control. That makes it easier to 
move forward with practical steps to mitigate the 
controllable items. Another recommendation is to 
pick only one or two trusted sources for news about 
the pandemic (top recommendation: www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov) and limit yourself to check-
ing them only once a day, instead of stressing out 
over every conspiracy theory and rumor being pro-
mulgated by dubious sources on social media.

You can download the entire tip sheet online at 
https://t.co/ygcbytR3Xq?amp=1. ++
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by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE FIRST THING that comes to mind when 
you hear the words “maple syrup” is prob-
ably pancakes. Or waffl  es, or French toast; 
whatever your breakfast food of choice 

that’s enhanced by butter and syrup is. But Debra 
and John Corey of Highland have other ideas when it 
comes to maple syrup. Why can’t it take its place at 
the dinner table, too?

The couple began tapping maple trees on their 2.5-
acre property nine years ago. At fi rst it was a hobby 
carried out the old-fashioned way, using fi ve-gallon 
buckets to collect the sap and a lot of sweat equity. 
Since that time, they’ve expanded onto seven acres 
of land in West Park, as well, utilizing some 1,500 
taps overall and some sophisticated equipment such 
as the reverse osmosis machine they purchased that 
separates the water from the sugar to create their 
100-percent pure syrup. It’s bottled under their la-
bel, Corey’s Sugar Shack, and the line of products 
now includes not only a classic, unadorned maple 
syrup but a maple barbecue sauce and a number of 
infused varieties such as their cinnamon-infused syr-
up or the garlic maple, which is ideal for marinades, 
or as Debra notes, can be mixed with balsamic vin-
egar and a little mustard to make a salad dressing.  

“Our goal is to take maple away from the pan-
cakes,” John says. At the diff erent fairs and festivals 
the Coreys bring their product to throughout the 
year, they enjoy showing people how versatile maple 
syrup is, and how it can be adapted to all kinds of 
recipes. After all, if one is canning or pickling food, 
he notes, “you’re going to add sugar to it anyway. 
We’re just taking the cane sugar out and putting the 
maple syrup in. Or you’re taking the brown sugar 
out of a recipe and putting maple into it. It’s just put-
ting a spin on things. And once you start talking food 
with people, everything comes together.”

Corey’s Sugar Shack also off ers two barrel-aged 
maple syrups, a bourbon maple and an applejack va-
riety made with local apples. The barrels come from 
the Clermont-based Hudson Valley Distillers. “When 
they’re done with their barrels, we take them back 
here and hot-pack them with syrup and age it for 
three months,” John says. In turn, the distillers, who 
have a tasting room at their establishment, off er an 

adult beverage there featuring the Coreys’ syrups.
Spring is normally the season for tours of the tap-

ping process at Corey’s Sugar Shack, but those, of 
course, had to be cancelled this year. The shop on 
the property at 105 Hawley's Corners Road in High-
land will still be open Saturday and Sunday, March 
28-29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for anyone who wants 
to come in and purchase syrups or maple candies. 
People can also shop the online store or get in touch 
by phone or email to arrange pickup or shipments.

“We’ve missed doing the tours this year,” Debra 
says. “They’re a lot of fun. It takes a lot of money to 
buy the equipment, but we can show people how to 
have fun with it in their own backyard. We’re think-
ing about doing something in the fall, some kind of 
fall festival, to get people back out here.”

If the Ulster County Fair is held this summer, look for 
Debra and John to be there making cotton candy with 
their cinnamon-infused maple syrup. They also do the 
Quail Hollow shows and Hudson Valley RibFest as well 
as the Rosendale Pickle Festival and others.

New York State is second only to Vermont in the 
production of maple syrup, and Sugar Maples are 
the offi  cial state tree. Syrup-makers begin harvest-
ing sap as winter winds down, with temperatures of 
40 degrees during the day and 20 degrees at night 
ideal for producing the sap, Debra says. Our rela-
tively mild winter this year meant an earlier season, 
she adds, in which trees had to be tapped when they 
were ready in February rather than March. 

When the sugar content of the sap is at the desired 
three percent, it takes 40 gallons of sap to make just 
one gallon of syrup, she notes. This year the sugar 
content was only two percent, so even more sap was 
needed. “If people didn’t have a vacuum system like 
we do, they didn’t get much at all.” Trees on the Corey 
property have a vacuum attached to each tap and the 
sap runs downward on a gravity system through tub-
ing. Occupational hazards include squirrels, who love 
to chew on the lines. There’s a lot of upkeep to the pro-
cess, and every year new taps have to be inserted.

The couple fi nance their business with fulltime 
jobs; John a heavy equipment operator and Debra a 
store manager for Tractor Supply. When asked how 
they fi nd the time to do all they do, “it’s weekends, 
nights, any time, all the time!” says Debra. “You just 
have to make time for it.” But they love doing it, John 

adds, hooked on the process since fi rst seeing the 
watery sap become thick syrup. “And people love 
it.”

The Coreys are planning on growing the business 
by increasing the taps at the West Park location to 
as many as 3,000-6,000 and they have their eye 
on yet another property of trees to tap on Pancake 
Hollow Road. They’re also experimenting with new 
products, such as a maple cream that John says can 
be used for anything from putting in coff ee or tea 
to slathering on baby back ribs. “You add seasoning, 
wrap it in foil and put it in the smoker. The cream 
breaks down and the fl avor is drawn into the ribs. 
It’s awesome.”

For more information about Corey’s Sugar Shack, 
call (845) 943-8013 or visit coreysfarm.com. ++

Not just for breakfast
Corey’s Sugar Shack in Highland produces pure maple syrup products that put a spin on dinner

LAUREN THOMAS

John and Debra Corey and Fred Kimlin (center) of Corey's Sugar Shack in Highland.
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On top of their game
The best of the best for winter 2019-20 Highland and New Paltz sports

PROVIDED

Section 9 individual Nordic ski champions:  New Paltz’s 
Wells Willett and Amelia St. John.

RICH COROZINE

New Paltz’s Ethan Palanca became the first Section 9 
wrestler to win titles in both Division 2 and Division 1.

PROVIDED

The New Paltz boys’ varsity basketball team won the MHAL Championship and their third straight Section 9 Class A title.

by Rich Corozine

I
T WAS QUITE the Winter sports season on the lo-
cal level, particularly on the New Paltz side, as the 
Huguenots won their third straight boys’ Section 
9 basketball title and their fi rst MHAL title in 20 

years; crowned their fi rst-ever wrestler to win both a 
Division 2 and Division 1 title; saw girls’ basketball have 
their best season in a decade; won both boys’ and girls’ 
Nordic ski titles; and saw a mini-resurgence in their 
once powerful gymnastics program. Yes, Winter 2019-
20 was a very good season for New Paltz sports.

For Highland, only the wrestling program -- which 
had fi ve wrestlers in the Division 2 fi nals -- had a suc-
cessful Winter season, as boys’ basketball, hit hard 
by graduation, struggled and missed the Section 
tournament; and the girls, losing arguably the best 
player ever in the MHAL, played with the youngest 
roster in the league, struggled mightily, and had their 
fi rst losing record in 20 years.

But we are here to celebrate all the Bests of this 
past season...so, here they are:

Best Game (individual)
New Paltz -- Ethan Palanca in the Section 9 Divi-

sion 1 wrestling tournament, where he won the 
145-pound title; and Jackson Soper, who scored the 
game-winning three-pointer in the last seconds of 
overtime to beat Monticello and give the Huguenots 

Schools Student events, profi les & sports

RICH COROZINE

Highland’s Peter Bender (wrestling).

their third-straight Section 9 boys title. and led the 
scoring with 22 points.

Highland -- Peter Bender and Shamar Gittens, both 
fi nalists in the Section 9 Division 2 wrestling tourna-
ment, losing in close decisions.

Best Game (team)
New Paltz -- Obviously, the overtime win over 

Monticello that gave the boys’ basketball team their 
third straight Section 9 Class A title.

Highland -- the Section 9 Division 2 Tournament 
where the Huskies placed fi ve wrestlers in the fi nals.

Best of The Unsung
New Paltz -- Matt Simmons (boys’ basketball): the 

man who makes things go-go-go at the point; Katie 
Geisler (girls’ basketball): consistent rebounder, 
scorer, defender inside; Aidan Cuppett (wrestling): 
just missed making the Division 1 fi nals at 145, lost 
to teammate Palanca in a close semifi nal match, gar-
nered his 100th win; Finn Goldleaf (swimming): led 
a balanced team in the middle distance events, par-
ticularly the 200 IM; JoJo Tanzi (wrestling): won fi rst 
all-girls Section 9 title ever; Wells Willett and Ame-
lia St. John (Nordic ski): went to States as Section 9 
champions; Jaden Thomas-Markarian and Anthony 
Stevens (indoor track): top fl ight jumpers in Section 

9, high jump and long jump respectively.

Highland -- Dontay Baker (boys’ basketball): ran 
the team, scored in double fi gures, tough defender; 
Katie Dauenheimer (girls’ basketball): had unenviable 
task of following in the footsteps of a great player at 
the point and had her moments in a diffi  cult transi-
tion year; Shamar Gittens (wrestling): lost close in 
285-pound fi nals in Division 2; Zoe Munson (gymnas-
tics): placed sixth at States on the balance beam; Dani-
elle Quirk-Hall (indoor track): top fi ve in the sprints.

Best Defender
New Paltz -- Matt Simmons (boys’ basketball): un-

arguably the best man-to-man coverage in Section 9, 
just shut top opposing players down completely.

Highland -- Ethan Thompson (boys’ basketball): 
sole inside presence, solid against bigger opponents, 
top defensive rebounder.

Best From Out-of-Nowhere
New Paltz -- Adi Laurie (gymnastics): the unherald-

ed seventh-grader fi nished fourth all-around in the 
Section 9 Championships; and Jackson Soper (boys’ 
basketball): after a role-playing regular season had 
the two biggest games of his career in Section 9 wins 
over Minisink in the semifi nal and in the fi nal against 
Monticello.

RICH COROZINE

New Paltz girls’ basketball Katie Geisler.
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Jay Patel
by Oliver ten Broeke

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School senior Jay Patel 
has a good relationship with everyone. 
Rarely seen without a smile on his face, or 
the off er of a handshake extended to his 

peers, Patel clearly enjoys forming friendly connec-
tions with those around him. Largely interested in 
medicine and making an impact on the world, he 
will see success putting his people-skills to good use.

Perhaps one of the greatest infl uences on Patel’s 
life is his temple. “Since I was in fourth grade, I’ve 
been going to my temple. I didn’t realize exactly 
what it was, but the people there were amazing. It 
was a community I could really relate to.” Patel ex-
plains that many close friends came from the temple 
“I met my best friend at the temple. He was one of 
the coolest guys I’ve met, and we just hit it off . He’s 
at Stony Brook studying right now, so we’ll call each 
other and chat when we can.”

Invested in contributing to the success of youth at 
the temple, Patel volunteers his time in order to off er 
guidance and foster personal growth. “Right now, I’m 
the youth coordinator from ninth grade through senior 
year of college. So, I help with the spiritual, mental and 
physical development of the human being. What that 
might look like is inviting them to lectures, creating 
genuine conversations with them, and helping them 
with mentoring. So if they’re going into a business ma-
jor, I could help them pursue that by connecting them 
with other people who are going into business, or who 
are already successful with business.”

In ninth grade, Patel was focused on younger chil-
dren at the temple. This led him to discover his in-
terest in helping others. “When I started off  in ninth 
grade, I took care of little kids, ones from three to 
seven. I found a passion in making an impact in their 
lives.

Patel’s biggest interests center around STEM sub-
jects. “I’m more of a science and math guy… I love bi-
ology, chemistry and calculus somehow.” He laughs, 
adding that he’s most interested in a biology major. 
“I’ll be choosing biology as my major, and going to 
school as a pre-med, so that I’m able to help some-
one through cancer research, or become a doctor. 
The main reason for choosing biology is that I do fi nd 
interest in being a doctor, I could continue with that. 

Jay Patel

But it’s a wide enough topic that, if I wanted to divert 
from there, I could do something along the lines of 
molecular biology. Most likely, the long-term goal is 
to become a doctor, but I’ll keep my options open.”

Right now, Patel is fusing his compassion for oth-
ers with his medical ambition by seeking opportuni-
ties at local hospitals. “One of the best ways to help 
others is volunteering at local hospitals. I’m trying to 
get a volunteer internship at Kingston Hospital right 
now.”

At the top of Patel’s prospective colleges is NYU. 
“NYU is number one on the list. SUNY schools like 
Stony Brook and UAlbany are also very high up 
there. I’m also looking into Syracuse University and 
Fordham University.”

Patel explains that his interest in medicine started 
early on, and was ignited by his father’s abilities. 
“I’ve been interested in biology and medicine from 
a very young age. My dad was a pharmacist in India. 
So, whenever I was sick, I thought he was this magi-

cal man who would come in and say ‘just do this 
and you’ll be fi ne’. I think that’s everyone with their 
dads, where their dad is a superhero with magical 
powers when they’re young. Through that, taking 
high school courses, and talking with people, my as-
piration to help people grew more and more.”

At school, Patel is part of Student Government, 
and works as much as he can on being part of impor-
tant decisions. “I try to be involved in as many things as 
possible… In freshman year, I sat in with Mrs. Clinton 
and Mr. DiBari, and some other student government 
offi  cers. We made the case to get longer lunches for 
students. I was so fortunate just to be in that meeting, 
because I think that made such an impact in our school 
community. Everyone’s happier, and they have more 
time to enjoy their lunch.” Patel also plans the school’s 
yearly Pep Rally, as well as other school events.

Over the course of his life, Patel reckons that he’s 
been to India fi ve or six times. While he doesn’t re-
member most of the early trips, the two most recent 
visits -- in fi fth grade and in junior year -- have had a 
more lasting impact. “When I was younger, I never 
really knew who the people we visited were. When 
I went this last time, I realized who they were, and 
discovered that I have this huge family. After that, 
I started talking with my aunts, my uncles and my 
cousins, just to keep in touch.” At home, Patel notes 
that he often speaks Gujarati (one of the offi  cial lan-
guages of India) to his parents.

The trip that Patel’s family made in eleventh grade 
was primarily for celebrating the 16th birthday of 
his sister, Devi. While there, Patel had the chance to 
connect with his guru. “While we were there, there 
was a big festival called Holi. For that, we wanted to 
see my guru, or spiritual leader. My guru has made 
a major impact in my life. When I applied to college, 
I wrote a letter to him to ask for his blessing. Every 
step of the way, we would keep connected.”

Patel believes that the most important thing in life 
is being a catalyst for positive change in others’ lives. 
“If you’re able to help someone, you should try to. 
We hear a lot of negative news today, like headlines 
about new wars starting. If we can help each other 
more often, we’ll hear better news. If people stand 
up for other people, or people are helping other peo-
ple, we can change the narrative on today’s news to 
the accomplishments of people.” ++

Highland -- Chris Gatto (wrestling): unheralded at 
the beginning of the season, fi nished third in Divi-
sion 2 tournament.

Best of the Future
New Paltz -- Justin DeMaria (boys’ basketball): top 

scorer for the Huguenots, solid rebounder, defend-
er, three-point man; Ruby Santos (girls’ basketball): 
came into her own in the second-half of the season, 
including a 36-point game...the next 1,000-point ca-
reer scorer; Cole Cuppett (wrestling): next in line of 
family dynasty, fast, dynamic, going for a title next 
season; Brady Saunders (swimming): came into his 
own in second-half of season, versatile, strong in 
mid-distances; Lake Willett (Nordic ski): runnerup 
for a couple years, next one a Section championship.

Highland -- Zach Angelone (boys’ basketball): at 
season's end putting up solid numbers...double-
double land a permanent place; Grace Koehler and 
Bridgette Carle: Koehler (an eighth grader) came on 
in the last few weeks as a scorer and Carle (a fresh-
man), who was the second scoring option to Bri Ro-
zzi last season, missed this past season with a knee 
injury, all-around all-star potential; Logan Smith 
(wrestling): came on strong this season and made 
Division 2 fi nals at 145. 

And now...the Big Three awards:

Best Team
New Paltz -- how do you measure the boys’ bas-

ketball team against all others in New Paltz history? 
Three-straight Section 9 titles, that's how. Also the 
fi rst Class A team to win three straight. And no one 
really expected it. A great season!

Highland -- the wrestling team that placed fi ve 
wrestlers in the Section 9 Division 2 tournament fi -
nals. No champions, but fi ve runner-ups and a third-
place fi nish to boot.

Best Coach
New Paltz -- Stu Robinson (boys’ basketball): truly 

his best coaching job of the three straight titles. tak-
ing a team that lost its two top players and molding a 
tough, defensive-oriented, no quit team out of solid 
role-players.

Highland -- John McFarland (wrestling): the only 
coach the program has ever had, he just keeps at it, 
making the program -- and his wrestlers -- into the 
cream of the crop in Division 2.

Best of the Best
New Paltz -- Ethan Palanca (wrestling): New Paltz, 

the smallest school in Division 1 produced the only 
wrestler to win Section 9 titles in both Divisions...
Palanca, who won at 132 pounds two years ago in 
Division 2 and this season at 145 in Division 1. One of 
the best, and he's only a junior.

Highland -- Peter Bender (wrestling): the defend-
ing Division 2 champion at 113 pounds almost made 

it two in-a-row, but was decisioned 7-5 in the D2 
120-pound fi nal. And like his New Paltz counter-
part...he's just a junior. 

So that's it. All the best to those moving on and to 
those returning for the 2020-21 season...champs all! ++

Call John: 845-551-1998
I’m The Guy To Keep You Dry

             • Basement Waterproofing
       • Crawl Space Repairs

 • Dehumidification
 • Structural Repair

   • Mold Remediation
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted by 3:30 
p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. All letters should be signed and 
include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not specifically limit the number of 
letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to make 
room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right to waive any and 
all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

Support our essential businesses as they and 

their workers support us

On March 18, 2020, Governor Cuomo’s Executive 
Order 202.6 directed that “…no later than Sunday, 
March 22, 2020 at 8 p.m., each for-profi t or not-for-
profi t employer… shall reduce the in-person work-
force at each business/work location by 100% from 
pre-state of emergency declaration employment lev-
els.” It’s hard to run a business with no ‘in-person’ 
employees.

We suddenly realized that tens of thousands of 
businesses and organizations would have to close 
their doors and millions of individuals would not be 
able to go to work. We also learned that certain “Es-
sential Businesses or Entities” were ‘not subject’ to 
the 100% reduction of their ‘in-person’ workforce. If 
you are an ‘essential worker’ your employer is likely 
involved in health care, the food supply chain, pub-
lic safety, emergency services, or transportation. 

The only problem is that when your car ‘check en-
gine’ light comes on you still need to get work, drop 
off  your child to day care, pick-up your medicine at 
the pharmacy or buy groceries. If you are an elderly 
person who also must continue to engage in the ac-
tivities of daily living, you are concerned that ventur-
ing out to maintain or repair your car might be too 
risky.

Thankfully, ‘auto repair’ has been identifi ed as one 
of those ‘essential services’ that is allowed to have 
their ‘essential workers’ show up each day to help 
our society to continue to function.

I was happy to learn that the folks at Tom’s Auto Re-
pair Shop across the street from the New Paltz High 
School on South Putt Corners Road are responding 
to the need and also being quite sensitive to the need 
to ‘socially distance’ ourselves from one-another and 
do everything we can to stay healthy. Judy at Tom’s 
told me, “We are now off ering ‘contactless’ vehicle 
services and we will also provide pick up and deliv-
ery service in the local New Paltz Area. We under-
stand that our customers want to avoid close contact 
with others and we can use the phone to understand 
the service needed and how we can help.”

When I dropped by the shop, I noticed that a new 
table had been set up just as you open the front 
door. You can stop there, more than six feet from the 
counter, put your keys on the counter and speak to 
Judy or Amanda and they will take it from there. No 
need to hand over a credit card, it will all be ‘contact-
less’. Amanda told me, “We will be using fl oor mats, 
gloves, seat covers and sanitized cleaning after each 
service. “ 

In the days to come many of our local ‘essential 
businesses’ will be supporting us and we can return 
the favor by supporting them.

Paul Brown
New Paltz

Village of New Paltz Board of Trustees calls 

for rent flexibility during COVID-19 crisis

The Village of New Paltz Board of Trustees is call-
ing on New Paltz landlords to freeze all rent hikes 
for the duration of the COVID-19 crisis. The Board 
further urges landlords to have considerable fl ex-
ibility by allowing more time for tenants to pay their 
rents with modifi ed payment schedules as well as 
the waiving of late fees for both residential and com-
mercial tenants during this trying time.

The great majority of people in our community 
rent their homes. Furthermore, many of our local 
businesses rent their brick-and-mortar spaces. In 
light of the COVID-19 crisis’ negative impacts on all 
aspects of our local economy from individuals’ in-
come to local businesses’ revenue -- and the great un-
certainties we as a community face for the unseeable 
future -- the Village of New Paltz community urgent-
ly needs immediate relief in the form of a rent freeze 
and greater fl exibility in landlord-tenant agreements 
and practices. That’s why the Village Board of Trust-
ees is calling on all landlords to acknowledge this 
unprecedented situation by adopting measures to 
help our fellow community members and business 
owners who may have diffi  culty paying rent during 
this challenging time.

KT Tobin, Deputy Mayor
Village of New Paltz

Keep the faith

One silver lining in the coronavirus cloud hanging 
over the planet is that the message people through-
out the world are hearing from Donald Trump -- loud 
and clear, though in His infi nite denial “The Chosen 
One” Himself may have only begun to hear it whis-
pering in His ear -- is no longer “Make America [and 
Myself Above All] Great Again,” but “I’m Melting.” 

I pray, and expect, that on Tuesday, November 3, 
2020, life will have gotten suffi  ciently back to normal 
that we can gather together once again and put the 
fi nishing touches to this meltdown, and that we’re 
all still healthy and hopeful enough to join in mop-
ping up the swamp left in this real-life Wicked Witch 
of the West’s wake.

Stay safe and connected, everybody, and keep the 
faith. 

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

The state of health care

NPR recently interviewed a physician, one of 
many, who emphasized the ways in which our cur-
rent system of health care is run like a business. I 
was struck by the fi rmness with which he voiced this 
-- no ambiguity whatsoever. 

He spoke of the underlying premise of effi  ciency 
which determines the number of beds in a hospital, 
how many hospitals, how many physicians are al-
lowed to exist. In other words, the least amount of 

“waste” in the system increases the profi t of medical 
institutions.  

Since this is what drives health care, is it any won-
der the government delayed acting on the news of 
this virus?  Is it any wonder Senator Burr was able to 
parlay his insider knowledge of fi nancial disaster to 
sell stocks?  Is it any wonder we are woefully unpre-
pared for this medical crisis?  

We have a president who refuses to use the De-
fense Production Act to accelerate the production of 
ventilators, masks and protective clothing for medi-
cal staff .  

Had enough?  Then vote for a better system, a 
more involved government -- not too effi  cient -- and 
get involved.

Renee Hack
New Paltz

Let’s stay connected in the face

of coronavirus

In such times of unprecedented uncertainty, per-
sonal anxiety and community and global upheaval, 
you may notice two opposing voices fi ghting for 
your attention. 

One says you are in it alone, your life is in danger 
and you must fi ght to protect your family. It encour-
ages panic, compelling you to hoard food and sup-
plies to meet your needs, at any cost, to survive. It 
is a seductive calling, responsive to our fears. But, 
answering it leaves us utterly isolated and lonely. 

The other voice knows that while this illness is 
dangerous (especially for some), our community 
connections and resilience can weather this and any 
storm. The coronavirus will disrupt our work day 
existence, our always-on busy-ness and consump-
tive economy for some time. It will impact each of 
us in many ways: physically, mentally, emotionally 
and fi nancially. It will unfairly impact the lives of the 
most vulnerable among us. Still, I believe we are be-
ing off ered an opportunity to join together, love each 
other more and emerge even stronger. 

At Wild Earth, our greatest hope is that we rise to 
the opportunity -- to strengthen our self-care, to at-
tune to the needs of our neighbors and community 
and to live more simply and lightly on the earth. We 
need to slow down and take care of each other. It’s 
time to reach out to our elderly neighbors and make 
sure their needs are met and to ensure that every-
one in our community is well fed. Those with extra 
abundance and capacity are being called upon to 
help those in need.

As we all practice social distancing, please get out-
side together whenever able as doing so seems to be 
one of the safest and most nourishing ways we can 
stay connected with each other and the Earth. State 
parks in the area are waiving entrance fees. 

What happens with this virus is beyond, to a great 
extent, our individual control, but how we respond 
to it is our choice. It is our response to this challenge 
that will make all the diff erence in deciding if this 
was a horrible catastrophe or the germination of the 
creation of the world we want for our children and 
the next generations. Let’s not miss this opportunity!

David Brownstein, Town Councilman
Town of New Paltz

The Spanish Flu of 1918 or the American Flu?

President Trump has incited nationwide hatred 
since before his presidential campaign, starting with 
the birther campaign, the lie that Barack Obama was 
a Muslim born in Kenya. (Do you still believe this? If 
so, I have a coronavirus to sell you.)

Thus, it’s not surprising Mr. Trump is pushing to 
label Covid-19 “the Chinese Virus.” “It’s not racist 
at all. It comes from China, that’s why,” he says, ac-
cording to the New York Times. The President of the 
United States is apparently unconcerned that Asian 
Americans are experiencing random acts of vio-
lence and hatred due to their ethnic features and last 
names, or that we need to fi nd ways to work with, 
not against, China. No surprise there. Our current 
president was the presidential candidate who said of 
a protester at one of his rallies, “I’d like to punch him 
in the face.”

Counselor to the President Kellyanne Conway 
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soothingly stated in the White House driveway, “I 
think what the president is saying is that is where it 
was fi rst started.”

Republican Senator Charles E. Grassley of Iowa 
tonelessly tweeted, “I don’t understand why China 
gets upset because we refer to the virus that origi-
nated there as the ‘Chinese virus’ Spain never got 
upset when we referred to the Spanish fl u in 1918 
and 1919.” (I provide the tweet verbatim.)

For the record, the so-called “Spanish Flu” most 
likely originated in Haskell County, Kansas, in an in-
fl uenza outbreak that exploded in January and Feb-
ruary 1918. Haskell County army recruits brought 
it to Camp Funston, now Camp Riley, 300 miles 
away. American soldiers from Camp Funston, and 
those who had been in contact with them stateside, 
brought it to Brest, France, “the single largest port of 
disembarkation for American troops.” The disease 
spread from Brest elsewhere. I learned this from a 
fascinating article by John M. Barry archived at the 
National Institutes of Health’s PubMed, “The site of 
origin of the 1918 infl uenza pandemic and its public 
health implications.” You can fi nd it at https://www.

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC340389/.
It was called the Spanish Flu because Spain, not 

being party to World War I, did not experience the 
wartime press censorship that had been imposed 
in France. When the illness moved from France to 
Spain in November 1918, reporting by the Spanish 
press created world headlines, and the association 
with Spain stuck. I take this from the Wikipedia en-
try for “Spanish Flu.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Spanish_fl u.

Wikipedia cited ABC News as its source for why the 
name “Spanish Flu” gained acceptance. ABC News 
notes, “In Spain it was called ‘The French Flu’.” (Ex-
clamation point added here: !) https://tinyurl.com/
qthhlyf.

Ms. Conway and Mr. Grassley, would you agree we 
should call the 1918 Infl uenza Pandemic “the Ameri-
can Flu”? Mr. Trump, would you?

Mr. Barry’s point is that “the fact that the 1918 pan-
demic likely began in the United States matters be-
cause it tells investigators where to look for a new 
virus. . . . If the virus did cross into man in a sparsely 
populated region of Kansas, and not in a densely 

populated region of Asia, then such an animal-to-
man cross-over can happen anywhere. And unless 
WHO gets more resources and political leaders move 
aggressively on the diplomatic front, then a new 
pandemic really is all too inevitable.”

Yes, that diplomatic front. Where have you gone, 
diplomatic front, now that we need you? Oh, yes, it’s 
gone into the Republican dark hole of America First.

William Weinstein
New Paltz

We will get through this

Elting Library can be your haven, even when it’s 
closed.

These are uncertain times and anxiety levels are 
understandably high. Kids are out of school and 
many adults are either home from work or working 
from home. Life is a bit, well, unusual.

Take a deep breath and know that Elting Library is 
still here to help get you through these diffi  cult days. 
It is true that our doors are closed to the public until 
April 1 at the very least, but we’ve got great online 
resources sure to distract (and hopefully delight) all 

Rich Corozine

Sports in the time of COVID-19

So there it is. Gone. All gone. The American night-
mare has begun. There is no basketball, no hockey, 
no track, no lacrosse, no baseball, no nothing...it bor-
ders on tragedy...sort-of. All local sports have been 
sidetracked by the brand-spanking-new COVID-19 
(sounds like a phone number from the land-line era) 
-- which all of us peasants know as the non-scientifi c 
and plebian corona (think Mexican beer) virus (think 
common cold, with a twist), as well as the vicarious 
world of sports viewing: no NBA, no NHL, no MLB, 
no NCAA, no NASCAR, no NFL, no XFL, no MLS, no 
WWF and even, unthinkable as it may become: no 
more BLT, no more FBI, no more CIA and even no 
more BB King. No more abbreviations...no nothing, 
no sports to watch while we while away the hours 
thinking of things to do while we while away the 
hours thinking of things to do...

Like the rest of you out there, I am at a loss. I 
miss those letter combinations. And even some 
of the games. So, thankfully, in our CE (Common 
Era), there is always YouTube Games of yore. The 
olden times. The BCE (Before the Common Era) of 
TV sports-watching. Before instant gratifi cation took 
over there was the "tape delay" or "area blackouts," 

where major sports events were not available on TV 
at the moment they were happening. A case in point: 
the 1970 NBA Finals between the then-beloved New 
York Knicks of Reed, Frazier, Debuschere, Barnett 
and Bradley and the unbeatable Los Angeles Lak-
ers of superstars Chamberlain, Baylor and West...
were on tape delay; including Game Seven from "the 
world's most famous arena" (hype from NYC) -- Madi-
son Square Garden (MSG: actually the third incarna-
tion of that hallowed arena on 33rd Street -- the two 
previous at Madison Square on 23rd Street and then 
48th Street on the Upper West Side) -- on tape at 11 p.m. 
(the game was played at 7 p.m.). Only radio could bring 
you the game "live," with a young Marv Albert scream-
ing "YES!!!!!" after every Knicks' basket.

As big a fan as I was, I couldn't listen. I was out on 
my job on the Upper West Side. I was census-taking. 
Going door-to-door in that then odd coalition be-
tween Seventh and Eighth Avenues of out-of-work 
actors, the Hassidim, junkies, "working girls," retir-
ees and Elia Kazan the fi lm-director (On The Water-
front), for the Federal Government. I never knew 
who, or what, was behind those doors on West 78th 
and 79th Streets. And because of that unknown (an-

other story for another time) I never saw that sev-
enth game of the 1970 NBA Finals (only snippets) 
...until yesterday. On YouTube.

So I never heard those 19,500 Knicks' fans rise as 
one as an injured Willis Reed (the Captain, the Heart 
of the team) limped out onto the court at the last mo-
ment, his hip shot-up with cortisone -- it was deafen-
ing -- and watch Wilt Chamberlain's shoulders slump 
in acknowledgment (Wilt was always a head-case), 
and at the tip-off  saw Reed hit a jump-shot from the 
key, and after a Laker miss, hit another from the 
exact same spot. It was just 4-0 Knicks, but I knew, 
THEY knew -- those listening to Marv -- that the 
Knicks had the game in hand. They ended up win-
ning their fi rst-ever NBA championship. And Reed? 
He ended up playing the fi rst minutes of each half 
and fi nished with just those two baskets in the fi rst 
minute. (In an aside: 35 years ago there was a knock 
at my then storefront studio on Rosendale's Main 
Street. Looking out the peephole all I saw was a belt-
buckle, and behind that my friend Adrienne, waving 
at me. I opened the door and there he stood...Willis 
Reed. All 6-9, 260 pounds of him. My sports hero. 
Retired as a player and then the coach at Creighton 
University. I tried not to fawn, but it was diffi  cult).

So, YouTube. There you can fi nd whatever it is you 
desire from the world of great moments in sports: 
Ali vs. Frazier in the Manila Thrilla; the Yankees' Don 
Larsen's World Series perfect game; New York Gi-
ants' Bobby Thomson pennant-winning "shot heard 
'round the World" against the Dodgers; Brazilian 
soccer great Pele in the Men's World Cup; Megan 
Rapinoe's clinching goal to win the Women's World 
Cup, or, like me, the Knicks championship fi nal from 
1970...and much much more to while away the hours 
and days thinking of what to do in self-quarantine.

Or, you can just go outside and play. Not in an or-
ganized fashion (better to be aware), but just play. 
If you're a frustrated varsity, JV, modifi ed, Little 
League player with your season in ashes: you can 
still go out and shoot some hoops -- no, not at the 
"world's most famous arena", but at a park. Or play 
some baseball/softball. The Zen game is designed for 
COVID-19...you're usually anywhere from 40-90 feet 
from another human and the only thing you have in 
common is the ball (bring your own bat), and the old 
horse-hide can be rubbed down with dirt and hand-
sanitized between innings. Or, you can just have a 
catch with someone. It's still the game itself that mat-
ters. If you want to hear 19,500 fans chanting your 
name, you'll have to wait (or go to YouTube), but if 
you want to feel that electric charge through your 
arms when you hit a baseball/softball or that tran-
scendent moment of burying a three-pointer from 
the top of the key...then go and play some ball. ++
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of our patrons -- young and vintage. Go to www.elt-
inglibrary.org to get started.

The director, with the full support of the library’s 
board of trustees, was following the guidelines and 
suggestions of federal, state and local authorities 
when he made the diffi  cult decision to close for the 
recommended minimum of two weeks and John will 
do so again on March 31 when he once again assesses 
the situation and decides if it is wise to reopen on 
April 1.

In the meantime, though our doors are closed, we 
are still committed to serving our patrons as best 
we can. For help with resetting your PIN, clearing 
holds on your card and rudimentary instructions 
for getting started using Elting’s online resources, 
you can call Raymundo Tuesday through Saturday 
between the hours of 2 and 6 p.m. Simply call the 
library at (845) 255-5030 and choose option 5 to be 
connected. You can also email questions to elting@
eltinglibrary.org and Jesse will attempt to help you. 
He will be checking that account several times a day. 
Together, yet apart, we will get through this. Be safe 
out there and be kind to each other.

Jesse Chance, Manager of Operations
Elting Memorial Library

New Paltz

Fact vs opinion #53

Fact: In the March 2020 AARP Bulletin received by 
yours truly, President Trump has appointed Andrew 
M. Saul to the position of Commissioner of Social Se-
curity, to complete the temporary position ending 
January 2019 as well as for a full six-year term, end-
ing January 2025. He is in charge of one of the most 
important operations in the federal government 
with payouts of $1 trillion to more than 64 million 

benefi ciaries. 
Opinion: Andrew M. Saul reports directly to 

Trump and no one else! He has no experience what-
soever in Social Security; he was a retail clothing 
magnate! This appointment portends an ominous 
and distinctive threat to Social Security. As I men-
tioned in a previous letter, the Republicans hate and 
still hate the benefi t state, Social Security 1935 and 
Medicare and Medicaid 1965 Acts, that were passed 
by Democratic administrations to benefi t the work-
ing person, enabling him/her to have something to 
rely on when those ‘societal’ glitches occur (reces-
sions, depressions).

With Saul’s appointment as commissioner, the 
‘fox-is-in-the-hen house’ Trump has a history of fi r-
ings and forced resignations throughout the govern-
ment. As mentioned in my letter on March 12 and 
quoted: “He wants his cronies in offi  ce that he can 
control and do his bidding. He does not want any 
independent thinking or adherence to departmen-
tal guidelines; it is his word that counts and only 
his word. Loyal Civil servants, that have been in the 
service for years, who dared speak out -- Alexander 
Vindman, Gordon Sondland and Maria Yovanovitch 
-- given their reasons for their suspicions regarding 
Trump and his call with the Ukraine president, were 
fi red or pressured by Donald’s minions to resign or 
be forced out.”

This appointment of Saul is no diff erent than the 
others who were appointed by him to various posi-
tions. They held the position as long as they listened 
to him and did his bidding. This appointment as the 
commissioner of Social Security is a serious threat to 
the benefi t payouts to 64 million persons. I make no 
bones about this threat. This is the fi rst real attack 
upon our benefi ts that we have paid into for years 

and now the Republicans have someone who can lit-
erally butcher this program instituted by Roosevelt’s 
78th Congress of 1935; thus the reasons the Repub-
licans all sat there with their fi ngers up theirs a**** 
during the impeachment hearings.

Their cry is for ‘privatization,’ which I described 
in my letter to the New Paltz Times dated March 5 of 
this year. A number of the seniors reading this col-
umn have mentioned to me that this pertains to the 
younger generations more so than the seniors now 
collecting benefi ts. This is true to a certain extent; it 
will be our grandchildren who will be eff ected more 
that anyone. But having stated this, the AARP, of which 
I am a member, informs me in a letter, also on the 
drawing board, that seniors could be addressed as well 
with a 15-20% reduction in their monthly benefi ts! 

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

Tillson Lake

Two letters appeared in the March 19 issue of the 
New Paltz Times in support of draining Tillson Lake.

I live in New Paltz (and am certainly not a lake-
front owner!), and fi rst sailed my little Sunfi sh (no 
outboard of course) there in the 70’s. Sometimes I 
swam in it with my then small sons. One letter writer 
claims there is ‘no parking, no swimming, no ameni-
ties.’ Recently (2019) I parked in the parking area, 
and I swam.

The other writer mentions the loss of trout fi shing 
and claims it is a ‘private’ lake, but this isn’t true. It 
is my understanding that it is owned by Minnewaska 
State Park Preserve and run by the PIPC (Palisades 
Park Commission.) 

When I sailed on Tillson lake last summer (2019) 
I was required to get a $30 annual sticker from the 
Minnewaska authorities up on 299 -- not from any 
private owner.

Riverkeeper has expressed the view that we should 
minimize interference with nature and I agree. But 
are people implying we should get rid of projects like 
the dammed-up Indian Lake in the Adirondacks, the 
Hoover Dam (Lake Mead), the Ashokan and so on -- 
and even discontinue blacktopping our roads? 

No, this is a small lake, suitable for quiet fresh-air 
loving Ulster-ites and does NOT need to have expan-
sion and food and amenities (although I wouldn’t 
balk at a couple of tastefully-situated Porta-Potties.)

David Nightingale
New Paltz

Infecting our food

Our food supply is being infected because we have 
rules forcing all of us to bring our own bags to the 
store to carry our groceries home.

Do you think you are alone in keeping those bags 

Accent Insurance Services provides a number of different insurance 
options, and can compare auto coverage and prices to find the best 
possible value for your vehicle and circumstances. We’re here and happy 
to help by phone or email: admin@accentfg.com.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF
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Please be safe and follow the guidance from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as 
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in the trunk? On your fl oor? On the fl oors of your car 
where feet that have walked in toxic decaying spit, 
poop and rotten food have spent a large part of the 
day gathering and transferring the causes of disease?

Entire cultures leave their outside footwear out-
side -- no shoes in the house! But we have to carry 
our food in bags that rarely, if ever, get washed.

The single-use bags we used for years are now 
illegal. In fact, they were very useful and entirely 
recyclable. Please consider how much cleaner our 
shopping carts, check-out counter and the kitchens 
and pantries will return to if we go back to the clean 
plastic bags.

Of course they do not belong in the ocean or up in 
trees. They are very easy to convert into other useful 
items or into fuel. Recycle!

And stop carrying dirt into our stores. What a 
dumb way to think you are saving the planet!

One idea that will reduce carbon is driving the 
speed limit. OMG, anything but that!

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

Dear Saint Anthony

“There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.”

-- Hamlet (1.5.167-8), Hamlet to Horatio 
 “Axe me no questions and I’ll tell you no lies.”
-- Quoted from Word Play by Egroeg Elivic 

I don’t believe people should pray to the Saints. 
However, I was taught by my mother (who was raised 
in a Catholic orphanage by the remarkable Sisters of 
Saint Joseph) to ask St. Anthony -- the Patron Saint 
of fi nding things that are lost -- for help whenever I 
lost anything. The prayer she taught her seven (opin-
ionated) children is this: “Dear St. Anthony, please 
come around if something is lost that cannot be 
found.” Well, I must admit that throughout my life, 
whenever I prayed the prayer, it worked. Lost things 
would show up.

Recently, I lost an expensive wood chopping ax in 
the woods. As anyone who has ever owned a good 
wood chopping axe (both spellings are acceptable) 
knows, this was a serious matter. I knew approxi-
mately where I had left it and began to search the 
heavily leaved woods in earnest for my prized pos-
session...to no avail. And then I remembered St. 
Anthony and prayed the St. Anthony prayer and 
sure enough, within a few minutes, I found the ax. 
Just this morning, I was cutting wood again and this 
time it was not my axe (I refuse to favor one spell-
ing over the other) that I lost but my very expensive 
bifocal light-adjusting-tinted glasses. My hat had got-
ten caught in a branch and, unbeknownst to me, 
when my hat was lifted from my head and my fore-
head slashed by the branch, my glasses were also 
removed. After picking up my hat and walking a few 
steps, I realized that my vision was blurred. At about 
the same time this realization occurred, I also no-
ticed that my glasses were missing from their usual 

position on my face. To make a long story short, after 
searching frantically for my glasses without success 
(did I mention that they were very expensive and 
had also fallen on the ground covered with leaves?), 
I once again remembered St. Anthony and said his 
prayer in earnest. So earnest was my prayer that I ac-
tually made up a verse of my own: “Dear St. Anthony, 
please help me if you would, because I know that if you 
would, you also most certainly could.” Although, after 
hearing this, Joe Biden might incredulously say, “Come 
on man” and call me “a lying dog-faced pony soldier” 
the truth is, once again, within 30 seconds of search-
ing...that which was lost was found.

How do I explain my prayers being answered despite 
believing that people should not pray to the Saints? 
Here’s the short answer to the question: I think that 
one day, St. Anthony noticed how busy the Lord was 
doing mighty works and he asked him if there was 
anything he could do to help. Jesus, happy with An-
thony’s desire to be of service (even though he didn’t 
really need his assistance) responded: “Well Anthony, 
the people in the world sure have a knack for losing, 
dropping or simply misplacing things, so how would 
you feel about being in charge of helping people in this 
regard?” Anthony replied that he would love that job 
and that’s why I pray to St. Anthony whenever I need 
something lost to be found even though...I don’t be-
lieve people should pray to the Saints.

George Civile 
Gardiner

COVID 19 conversation 

I said to a friend, “I have been trying to role re-
verse with voters who voted for Trump. We shop in 
the same stores, see the same doctors, swim in the 
same swimming pools, they must care about some of 
the same things I do? My friend nodded. 

I went on, “Can they recognize that politicians see 
health care as a commodity, not a humane act? Right 
now that issue is being shoved in our faces with CO-
VID 19. I mean, if you’re lucky to have health insur-
ance, you have a better chance of living. Those who 
don’t will more likely die. 

It’s clear to me that health insurance has not pro-
tected our society from a pandemic, or epidemic. 
Not treating the garbage man, the waitress or the 
post women delivering our mail endangers the 
whole tribe, in fact, the whole world. For God’s sake, 
we human beings are social animals. We live in com-
munities, we have relationships, all the places where 
viral illness loves to grow. 

My friend’s eyes roll back and he says, “You mean, 
when someone craps up stream, not just those of us 
down stream pay the price?” 

“Exactly. Please tell me, what clouds such simple 
understanding?”

My friend says, “I think it’s fear and money. If you 
have a lot of money, you feel safer.”

“You’re right. As a Vietnam vet, I learned US lead-
ership knows how to commodify human life. Right 
now politicians and insurance companies see hu-

man life as CASH. Our general populous has little 
money and for sure feels unsafe, so they voted for 
the most outrageous, out of line political lying dema-
gogues, hoping they’ll make change. And they have! 
Now trust is something you buy, not that it wasn’t be-
fore, but we are now fi nding out it has no warranty.” 

“Yeah, you can’t even buy a COVID 19 test. The 
grass roots have been torn up. We’re being told to 
isolate to stay alive.” 

I would later refl ect on this conversation and feel 
that the trust level of our government is low. I began 
to wonder in whom we can fi nd the trust we need 
to live our lives. My thoughts go to faith, to families, 
friends and community. The global pandemic is forc-
ing us to look local. Join me in refl ecting during this 
diffi  cult awakening and vote for trust. 

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Direct Cremation Available
Starting at $1800 
plus $340 crematory fee

Call or visit for further details
481 Gidney Ave., Newburgh, NY 12550

845.561.8300
www.brooksfh.com

Peter Johnston Nathan 
Peter Johnston Nathan, 67, of Gardiner, New York, died at home of cancer on Mon-
day, March 16, 2020. 
Born May 5, 1952 in Red Bank, NJ, Peter was the son of Justine (Johnston) Nathan of 
Wadmalaw Island, SC, and the late Alfred Nathan, III. He married Lynne Strader on 
May 31, 1981, in Washington, DC.

-

athletes online. 

and swing dancing. 

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281



 New Paltz Times 18 •  March 26, 2020

It’s the economy

Pandemic prospects 
The Covid 19 pandemic is putting the Hudson 

Valley healthcare system under unprecedented pres-
sure. As the number of infected people inevitably 
rises, more deaths will be reported. More protective 
masks and a greater supply of protective equipment 
will help only to a limited degree. It is more than 
possible that a spike in the number of people requir-
ing machine help in order to breathe will overwhelm 
the limited capacities of an already strained system. 

Since there are currently no eff ective treatments 
for the virus, all the emphasis is being placed on 
“bending the curve,” hoping that a combination of 
draconian public policies and improvements in so-
cial behavior will reduce the number of new cases 
and temporarily see the nation through this health-
care crisis.

“The fact is we’re trying to slow the spread of the 
virus to a number of months so the healthcare sys-
tem can deal with it,” explained New York governor 
Andrew Cuomo last weekend. “So by defi nition it’s 
going to be a number of months...I don’t believe it’s 
going to be a matter of weeks.”

As the number of infected persons in Ulster Coun-
ty continued to increase, more attention in the Hud-
son Valley and other exurban areas near large cities 
was being paid to the role of city people with second 
homes or rentals, B&B and hotel guests, and sight-
seeing weekenders. At this phase of the crisis, such 
mobility was causing unwelcome problems.

As of last Saturday, two of the 23 Ulster County 
residents identifi ed as infected had Saugerties mail-
ing addresses and were being quarantined together 
in New York City. The other cases, assistant deputy 
county executive Dan Torres told reporter Christina 
Coulter, originated within the county.

Other advanced societies were dealing with the 
same pattern in more aggressive ways. Seasonal 
homes are very common in the Scandinavian coun-
tries, and Norway’s government earlier this month 
ordered city people in second homes to return to 
their primary residences or face $2000 fi nes or 15 
days in jail. “Not only would the virus be likely to 
spread faster, but local hospital facilities might be 
unable to deal with the volume of sick patients,” re-

porter Feargus O’Sullivan wrote in a CityLab article. 
“City dwellers are thus much better off  staying home 
where hospital beds and healthcare will be more 
widely available if needed, the argument goes.”

In fact, indicators suggest that the entire Ameri-
can residential real-estate market, urban, suburban 
and exurban, may have hit the pause button. With 
so much of the economy shut down, the market has 
become unpredictable.

Six years ago a state study reported 372 phy-
sicians in Ulster County, and the number probably 
hasn’t changed much since. Of the total, 160 pro-
vided primary care, and the remaining 212 included 
specialists in internal medicine, psychiatrists, sur-
geons and other categories. 

The proportion of doctors in primary care was 
higher in Ulster County than it is in major urban ar-
eas. But a 2017 study found Ulster had fewer than 
half the number of primary-care physicians per 
100,000 of population than did Westchester County.

Active physicians in Ulster County tended to be 
older than in the state as a whole, particularly in the 
55-to-64-year-old category. A much lower propor-
tion of Ulster County doctors than statewide worked 
principally in hospital settings.

Medical doctors are the top of the healthcare pyra-
mid, except for some top administrators (of whom 
some are also doctors). Some governmental labor 
censuses, like the Quarterly Census of Employment 
and Wages (QCEW), don’t contain anywhere near 
the number of doctors that the medical associations 
list, I think probably because owners of and partners 
in medical practices are listed as managers by pro-
fession rather than doctors.  

The number of healthcare jobs, the largest cat-
egory of employment in the Hudson Valley, has in-
creased while the overall labor force has not. Ulster 
County has about 8000 such jobs. In the second 
quarter of 2019, 3228 employees worked in ambula-
tory settings, 1531 in hospitals, and 3046 in nursing 
or residential facilities.

Annual wages for Ulster County healthcare work-
ers averaged about $48,000. That’s far less than lo-
cal government workers earn. 

When it comes to pay, there’s a premium for edu-
cation and knowledge (some would see it as exces-
sive inequality). The average medical doctor makes 
over $200,000 a year, while Ulster County home 
healthcare aides are paid under $28,000 annually. 
Nurse practitioners make $133,000 a year, registered 
nurses $75,000, and nursing assistants $31,000.

(DROP CAP) For the healthcare industry of the 
Hudson Valley, this crisis is where the rubber hits 
the proverbial road. In the present situation, no one 
really knows what the infection curve — the number 
of new Covid 19 cases — will look like. Will it more re-
semble the catastrophic example of Italy, with a con-
tinuing steep increase of cases that the healthcare 
facilities simply couldn’t handle, resulting in more 
fatalities than in China? Or will it be more like Singa-
pore or Taiwan, where after a steep start, the num-

ber of infections leveled out and began to decrease?
Though compensation is an important consider-

ation for the healthcare workforce, they are quint-
essentially service workers. Dedication to public 
health and the needs of the community are the top 
priority for the best of our practitioners. We should 
honor their work and their service.

Alas, there are limits to what they can do, as the 
present eff orts to contain the Covid 29 virus show. 

A very recent study of hospital beds by Pro Publica 
classifi es Ulster County and Poughkeepsie as part of 
the Albany area (Newburgh, Middletown and points 
south are assigned to White Plains). The Albany area 
thus defi ned, with 1.8 million people 17 percent of 
whom are 65 or over, has 4800 hospital beds, two-
thirds of which are ordinarily occupied. There are 
only 420 beds for intensive care, and the average pa-
tient turnover in the ICU units is twelve days.

Governor Cuomo has said he expects 40 to 80 per-
cent of New York’s population eventually to test pos-
itive for the infection. Being wildly optimistic, let’s 
bend the curve. Let’s assume that in this go-round 
only ten percent of the Albany area population, or 
180,000 persons, test positive. Following national 
trends, 20 to 30 percent of those, 36,000 to 48,000, 
will have serious cases requiring medical treatment 
and possible hospitalization. 

A large proportion of the hospitalized persons will 
need a respirator (a mask-like device) to help them 
breathe. If they need machine assistance to keep 
breathing, they’ll require a ventilator — and these 
complex contraptions are and will be in very short 
supply. Even at the hypothetical low rate of infection 
of ten percent, it appears to me that a lot of patients 
will unnecessarily die even in so limited an initial 
round of the pandemic.

Tell me I’m wrong. I don’t want to be right.      
-- Geddy Sveikauskas 

Village elections postponed 

All village elections in New York scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 18, have been postponed to April 
28 because of the coronavirus, by order of governor 
Andrew Cuomo. The new date coincides with the 
state’s presidential primary election.

Saugerties mayor William Murphy commented 
that information now seems to come in a fl ood. 
“Within 15 minutes, I got emails from [county ex-
ecutive] Pat Ryan, from [congressman Antonio] Del-
gado’s offi  ce and governor Cuomo’s offi  ce. They all 
had the same information, but given in a slightly dif-
ferent way.”

Running unopposed in Saugerties are trustees 
Vincent Buono, Donald Hackett and Terry Parisian. 
Polls will be open from noon to 9 p.m. at the village 
hall, 43 Partition Street.

The trustees also decided to hold a public hearing 
on the village budget on Monday, April 6 if the state-
wide ban on public gatherings is lifted by then. The 
budget calls for $962,110 in spending, an increase of 
$2160 over the current year’s budget.

Indictment in Kingston killing

Authorities said last week they have solved one 
of three recent homicides in Kingston. But offi  cials 
have released few details, citing concerns for the 
safety of witnesses in the case.

According to Ulster County district attorney Dave 
Clegg, a sealed indictment handed up by an Ulster 
County grand jury earlier this month charges a sin-
gle suspect in connection with a homicide commit-
ted in Kingston. The sealed indictment means that 
prosecutors have presented evidence to a grand 
jury which found suffi  cient grounds to charge the 
suspect with a crime. Prosecutors may petition the 
court to keep the defendant’s name secret until they 
are brought into court and arraigned. Sealed indict-
ments are usually sought in cases where the suspect 
is not already in custody or when there is a serious 
threat of witness intimidation or retaliation.

Clegg said this week he expects the suspect to be 
arraigned in Ulster County court this week. Clegg 
said that the added arraignment process was compli-
cated by the fact that “other authorities” — perhaps 
a federal law enforcement agency — were involved.
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City police have struggled to make arrests in a se-
ries of three homicides and shootings in Kingston in 
recent months.

Shotgun standoff  in Napanoch

What began with shotgun blasts toward workers 
from a tree service ended some hours later with a 
Napanoch man coming out from his home peaceful-
ly and into the custody of Ulster County sheriff ’s de-
partment. According to deputies, at about 11 a.m. last 
Friday, March 20, deputies responded to a 911 call 
for shots fi red in the area of Sholam Road near the 
intersection with Woodland Avenue in Napanoch. 
Deputies said initial reports stated that a man, later 
identifi ed as Lucas V. Robey, 56, of Napanoch, had 
left his home and fi red a shotgun twice “in the gen-
eral vicinity of nearby workers from a tree service.” 
Robey then went back inside his house and refused 
to come out to speak with them.

Over the next several hours, deputies said they 
tried and failed to make contact with Robey. He was 
ultimately taken into custody and taken to HealthAl-
liance’s Broadway campus for evaluation. An ex-
treme risk protective order was obtained to prevent 
Robey from possessing fi rearms, pending a hearing.

Karolys arrested again

Joe Karolys, who has sparred in court with Sau-
gerties over his acceptance of construction and de-
molition material from downstate, faces criminal 
charges related to that now-shuttered operation. But 
that’s not all the trouble he’s facing, After making off  
with a dump truck full of stolen manure from Beaver 
Kill Farms on 431 Shear Road in Saugerties on the 
afternoon of March 5, police allege Karolys tore up 
a portion of the manure-owner’s yard and after pulling 
out onto the roadway sideswiped a vehicle as he fl ed 
police responding to the larceny call. According to po-
lice, the occupant of the struck vehicle wasn’t injured.

A source close to the matter said that Karolys, who 
lives on one of his dump sites at 1446 Route 212 and 
owns two more at 33/43 Fel Qui Road and 90 Goat 
Hill Road, surrendered at police headquarters March 
9. According to the source, police had made multiple 
attempts to contact his attorney, Melvin T. Higgins. 
Higgins did not respond to a request for comment.

According to police, Karolys, 35, was charged with 
three misdemeanors in connection with the incident 
— petit larceny, fourth-degree criminal mischief and 
leaving the scene of a property damage auto acci-
dent. After processing, he was released with an ap-
pearance ticket for town court for April 1.

Free broadband access

Beginning this Monday, March 16, Charter, a 
broadband communications company, is off ering 
free Spectrum broadband and Wi-Fi access for 60 
days to households with students who do not al-
ready have a Spectrum broadband subscription. To 
enroll, call 1-844-488-8395.

Woodstock opposes authoritarianism

Woodstock’s town board has passed a resolution 
opposing the merger of the state Bridge Authority 
and Thruway Authority. Many area towns have op-
posed the gubernatorial move amid fears it will pull 
money away from other infrastructure projects to 
close a defi cit caused by the costs of the new Mario 
Cuomo (Tappan Zee) Bridge, which is under Thru-
way Authority control.

“The merger would likely in fact negatively aff ect 
the Bridge Authority’s Hudson River crossings and 
lead to our residents and businesses subsidizing the 

costs of the Thruway Authority’s improvements out-
side of our area through higher tolls,” reads part of 
the Woodstock’s resolution. Woodstock supervisor 

Bill McKenna said he disliked memorializing resolu-
tions, but that many Woodstockers cross the Hudson 
River daily.

1606 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine (Next to Adams) • 336-8080 • www.aquajetpools.com
Family owned and operated for over 30 years
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Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
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Voted Best Assisted Living 
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397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

888-501-2811
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of ScottTs LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
02/12/2020. Offi  ce 
Location  76 Clin-
ton Ave, Salt Point 
NY 12578 (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 76 Clinton Ave. 
Salt Point NY 12578.

LEGAL NOTICE
HOFFMAN HOUSE 
RESTAURANT LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/17/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC, 
539 Delaware Av-
enue #1,Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
CARLA ROZMAN 
GRAPHIC DESIGN, 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
01/27/2020. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 17 John 
Street,Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF APPROV-
AL OF APPLICATION 
BY 
FOREIGN LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
FOR AUTHORITY 
TO TRANSACT BUSI-
NESS IN 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK. 
1. The name of the 
LLC is EMPATHIC 
SOUL HOLDINGS 
LLC. 
2. Articles of Organi-
zation were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of Texas 
on October 7, 2019. 
3. The application of 
the LLC to transact 
business in the State 
of New York was ap-
proved by the Sec-

retary of State of the 
State of New York on 
February 5, 2020. 
4. The county within 
New York State in 
which the LLC is to 
be located is Ulster 
County. 
5. The LLC has desig-
nated the Secretary 
of State of the State of 
New York as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. The 
address to which a 
copy of any process 
against the LLC shall 
be mailed is 1611 Mis-
souri Street, Hous-
ton, Texas 77006. 
6. The LLC may pur-
sue any lawful activ-
ity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
ride on time taxi ser-
vice LLC. Arts. of Org. 
fi led with SSNY on 
02/13/2020. Offi  ce lo-
cation Ulster County. 
SSNY desg. as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
mail process to 591 Rt 
44/55 Highland N.Y. 
12528.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qual. of RAM 
MORTGAGE PART-
NERS LLC, fi led with 
the SSNY on 10/29/19. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
LLC formed in NJ 
on 12/27/16. SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served and shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 399 Campus 
Dr, Ste 315, Somer-
set, NJ 08873. Ad-
dress required to be 
maintained in NJ: 399 
Campus Dr, Ste 315, 
Somerset, NJ 08873. 
Cert of Formation 
fi led with State of NJ, 
Dept of Treasury, PO 
Box 002, Trenton, NJ 
08625. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Wine And Cheese 
Slabs LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/11/19 Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-

cess to: James Latini,
1399 RT 44/55 #15 
Clintondale NY 12515. 
Purpose: Any lawful  
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Claudio D Marinesco 
Photography, LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of  State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 1/2/2020. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Claudio Mari-
nesco, 91 Palazzo Ln, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Photogra-
phy. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of MINDFUL BODY 
MEDICINE, PLLC. 
Art/Org. fi led
w/SSNY on 8/30/19. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster Cty. 
SSNY desig. for svc/
proc at
90 State St #700-40, 
Albany, NY 12207. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of P.M. Home Repair, 
LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/21/2020. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 6 Tillson Ave, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of PINE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/21/2020. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 18 Plattekill Ave, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of BMG Wellness LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 2/19/20. 

Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
410 Plattekill Ardonia 
Road, Wallkill, NY 
12589. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
BCR CONTRACTING, 
LLC Articles of Org. 
fi led NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/25/2020. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail  process to 
600 Swartekill Rd., 
New Paltz, NY 12561, 
which is also the prin-
cipal business loca-
tion. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
FA2071 LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
FA2071 LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles 
of Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of New 
York on February 26, 
2020.  The offi  ce of 
the LLC is located in 
Ulster County, New 
York.  The Secretary 
of State has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the company upon 
whom process may 
be served.  The Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
FA2071 LLC, 137 Coo-
per Street, Accord, 
New York 12404.  The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of TERRA RIDGE 
LLC. Art. Of Org. 
fi led with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/25/19. Offi  ce in 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 45 Shivertown 
Rd New Paltz, NY, 
12561. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
4EVER GREEN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
02/20/2020. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Kevin 
Flood, 612 Broadway, 

Kingston, NY 12401. 
Reg Agent: Joanne 
Flood, 5 Arnold 
Drive, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
388 MAIN, LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 3/6/20. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 388 Main 
Street, Rosendale, NY 
12472. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
1905 CITY HOTEL, 
LLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 3/6/20. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to the 
LLC, 11 Main Street, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 493-495 ALBANY 
AVENUE, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/7/2020. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 493-495 Albany 
Ave, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of JFH Development 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. 
fi led with Secy. Of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/10/2019. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. Principal 
business location: 40 
Canaan Road, New 
Paltz, NY, 12561. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
served to: PO Box 
219, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Any legal pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of MAH Development 
Woodstock LLC. Arts. 
Of Org. fi led with 
Secy. Of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/26/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. Principal 
business location: 40 
Canaan Road, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. SSNY 

designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
served to: 40 Canaan 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Any legal pur-
pose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Rosenkranse Ga-
rage LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 3/10/2020. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process 
to: The LLC, PO Box 
442, Clintondale, NY 
12515. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION LLC
Owl Wood LLC, a 
limited liability com-
pany fi led its Articles 
of Organization with 
the New York State 
Secretary of State on 
March 20, 2020. The 
offi  ce of the LLC is to 
be located in Ulster 
County in the State of 
New York. The Secre-
tary of State is desig-
nated as the agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. The post 
offi  ce address within 
or without this state 
to which the Secre-
tary of State shall 
mail a copy of any 
process against the 
LLC served is: ATTN: 
Owl Wood LLC, 144 
Canaan Road, New 
Paltz, New York 12561. 
The LLC has been or-
ganized for the pur-
pose of conducting 
any lawful business in 
the State of New York.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 501 OF THE 
REAL PROPERTY 
TAX LAW, THE AS-
SESSOR FOR THE 
TOWN OF LLOYD 
HAS INVENTORY 
AND VALUATION 
DATA AVAILABLE 
FOR REVIEW OF 
THE ASSESSMENTS 
IN THE TOWN.  YOU 
MAY REVIEW THIS 
INFORMATION IN 
THE ASSESSOR’S OF-
FICE AT THE TOWN 
HALL, 12 CHURCH 
ST, HIGHLAND, MON-
DAY THROUGH FRI-
DAY BETWEEN THE 
HOURS OF 9:00AM 
TO 4:00 PM.
ANN G. FEO
ASSESSOR
TOWN OF LLOYD
April  1, 2020
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