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Publisher’s 
letter from 
Geddy Sveikauskas

Due to the widespread eco-
nomic lockdown associated 
with the frightening outbreak 
of the Covid 19 virus, Ulster 

Publishing has had to suspend print pub-
lication of our newspapers starting this 
week. We will have to improvise. All our 
content, including all pages from each of 
our weeklies, will be available to all sub-
scribers on our HV1 website. The website 
will continue to be updated for breaking 
news, of course.

This will be the first week in Ulster 
Publishing’s 47-year history that we have 
not published a print newspaper. It won’t 
be the last. Change will continue even 
after the pandemic recedes. Our objective 
remains to publish the best journalism we 
can in whatever format serves our com-
munities best.

Covid 19 upped the ante. A world of 
local meetings was suddenly replaced 
with a world where face-to-face contacts 
were first discouraged and then banned. 
Events were canceled, places of unplanned 
meetings closed.

We were compelled to think more deeply. 
This world of plague-enforced separation 
was not what we wanted. We had not 
anticipated it. Our community-building 
ambitions remain intact. This too shall pass.

The consequences of this sudden eco-
nomic shock have been catastrophic. In 
order to reorganize, we needed to take 
drastic action in the short term. The path 
to survival included laying off our entire 
staff – people I had worked with daily for 
decades, admired colleagues dedicated to 
our kind of journalism with whom I had 
worked on our enterprise for decades – 
and rehiring only those we could afford 
to. I promise them – and you – that we’ll 
be back, better than ever, producing more 
and better work than we ever have.

This week’s painful adjustments are part 
of our evolutionary process. Our goals are 
modest. We seek both to explore the heart of 
the human condition and to tell you what’s 
going on in your town this coming weekend.

The need for what we do at our best 
has never been greater. Members of our 
diverse community are being amazingly 
supportive. We love you all.  

We beg you please to stay with us on this 
necessary detour on our common journey.

Getting better, but not here
Two with Saugerties mailing addresses recovering from C-19 in NYC

O f the 77 individuals infected 
with the coronavirus in Ulster 
County as of Wednesday, March 25 
at least two have Saugerties mailing 
addresses — however, according to 

Assistant Deputy County Executive Dan Torres, 
both Saugertiesians tested positive and are being 
quarantined together in New York City. The other 
cases, he said, originated wit hin the county.

“That individual is a legal resident of Saugerties,” 

said Torres. “They have two homes, they were tested 
and they are currently quarantined in the city. Those 
were not people that were physically in Saugerties.”

The county earlier this week set up a mobile clinic 
at TechCity in the Town of Ulster. “Because we have 
this mobile clinic does not mean that everyone will 
be tested due to the lack of tests available,” Torres 
said. “There is a criteria that we set up. We have a 
database of certain individuals with certain pre-ex-
isting conditions... There is a lot that determines 
whether someone gets a kit ... If you worked in a 
senior living facility, we would want to know if you 

Saugerties village resident Julie Cook was motivated by Monday’s snowfall to get out and build a snowman... 
which inspired her to build a second one while practicing social distancing.

Spreading
County Exec Ryan: Hundreds of Ulster residents 

likely infected with coronavirus

By Jesse J. Smith

C onfirmed cases of COVID-19 in 
Ulster County climbed to 70 this week as 
county officials opened a mobile testing 
site at TechCity in the Town of Ulster. 
County Executive Pat Ryan said that 

that count likely significantly underreported the 
extent of the contagion locally. Ryan gave the latest 
numbers at a livestreamed town hall event with 
State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli on Wednesday.

“We believe that hundreds of [Ulster County 
residents] are likely impacted based on the epi-
demiology and the science,” said Ryan at another 

P H O T O  P R O V I D E D

 County Exec Pat Ryan, right, speaks with State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli during a livestreamed 
town hall meeting Wednesday.
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Thruway crash kills woman
Mary C. Devine of Yonkers, 70, was pronounced 

dead by a medical examiner on March 23 at 
approximately 5:15 p.m., state police said, after 
emergency responders arrived at the scene of her 
2020 Chevrolet Camaro on 1-87 southbound, 
smashed into the guide rail on the right shoulder 
of the road near the 104.1 mile marker in the Town 
of Saugerties. Police said that the crash appeared 
to be weather related.

Jail fi ght
Elijah J. Lyons, 23, formerly of Saugerties and 

now an inmate at the Ulster County Jail, was charged 
with second-degree felony assault after picking 
a fight with another inmate in January, sheriff ’s 
deputies said. Lyons was imprisoned last year after 
being charged in 2019 for breaking a man’s eye 
socket at Mirabella’s in July and beating a woman 
after learning she was pregnant in May; after news 
of the latter charge were published by area media, 
another woman produced a video to police depicting 
Lyons assaulting her with a bucket and then a fire 
extinguisher in an argument that took place on May 
20. Lyons will appear in the City of Kingston Court 
at a later date, deputies said.

Compiled by Christina Coulter 

POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

were potentially infected.”
The latest Saugerties-connected individual 

that tested positive, he said, was housed in New 
York City with the individual from Saugerties who 
tested positive on March 17. He could not confirm 
the nature of the relationship. The first individual, 
according to Town Supervisor Fred Costello Jr., was 
male. He said that, during a conference call with 
the county executive and other town supervisors 
today, their questions on how to interpret orders 
handed down from his and Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
office were answered.

“The transfer stations are viewed to be essential 
— we don’t want an accumulation of solid waste,” 

he said of one of his questions that were answered. 
“In neighborhoods and at people’s homes.”

According to Councilman John Schoonmaker, 
the town’s Climate Action Committee met “virtu-
ally” last week; currently, most town committees 
and meetings deemed non-essential have been 
postponed. 

“We tried our best to keep things functioning,” 
said Schoonmaker. “I think it helps people with 
what’s going on if there’s some routine — you feel 
like something is getting done in these times.”

At Wednesday, March 18’s town board meeting, 
he said, the council members distanced themselves 
with chair-lengths at the conference table at the 
front of the room. State laws covering municipal 
meetings have been altered, said Costello, to allow 
for members to vote on measures “by proxy,” virtually, 
and future town board meetings may be conducted 
with a video-chatting service like Zoom.

Updated information on event cancellations and 
the local government’s response to this crisis will 

be made available at www.townofsaugerties.digi-
taltowpath.com. Free lunches and food are available 
for those in need at the Atonement Lutheran Church 
on Market Street on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
noon — thanks to a donation from Tom Struzzieri of 
HITS and the Diamond Mills Hotel and Tavern, free 
meals will also be handed out at the Boys and Girls 
Club in the village on Friday, Tuesday and Friday of 
next week from 4-6 p.m. Costello said that he and 
town board members would be available to answer 
any questions from residents, and that information 
regarding COVID-19 can be accessed on the town 
website. Currently, the town is amassing a volunteer 
list for services that may become necessary in the 
future, like food delivery.

“Please don’t make decisions based on what you 
see on social media,” he said, citing an individual 
who incorrectly stated on Facebook that 14 cases 
of COVID-19 had been diagnosed within the town. 
“Confirm any information — the town website has 
a COVID-19 link to the county website. That in-
formation has been vetted and is reliable ... people 
should not be making decisions on their health of 
their family’s health based on social media. Take the 
time to confirm it. Any member of the board will be 
happy to get answers to your questions.”

— Christina Coulter

Getting better
continued from page 1
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Spreading
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A modest increase
Saugerties village proposed 2.26% tax hike

T he Village of Saugerties tentative 
budget for 2020/2021 calls for a mod-
est increase in spending, along with a 
reduction in the tax rate. Spending is 
projected at $2,430,339, up 3.4 percent 

from this year’s $2,250,397.
While the amount to be raised by taxes, 

$1,780,346 is up 2.26 percent from the current 
fiscal year’s $1,740,997, the tax rate per $1,000 of 
assessed value would decrease from $6 to $5.90. 
This is the result of an increase in the total assessed 
values in the village.

The budget includes money for the purchase of a 
weed harvester from Marine Diving Service, whose 
owner, Zdanek Ulman, also known as “Z” harvested 
weeds last year, but has decided to concentrate on 
his main business, which is diving. The budget 
includes payments of $25,000 each from the Town 
of Saugerties and contractor John Mullen towards 
the purchase, with the village appropriating the 
same amount.

The budget sets aside money for the first pay-
ment on a fire truck, which the fire department 
has requested, but the Village Board has not yet 

approved. If the village goes ahead with the pur-
chase, the money would cover the first payment, 
which would not be due until the next fiscal year. 
The full cost of the engine would not be given until 
the village was committed to the purchase.

The budget calls for the mayor’s annual salary 
to remain at $10,200, and the trustees’ salaries to 
remain at $3,600 each.

The budget at this point is tentative. The board 
voted to set a public hearing on the plan for its 
next meeting, scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on April 6 
in the Village Hall, 43 Partition Street. This timing 
is contingent on a change in the state regulation 
limiting public gatherings, which are now forbidden 
because of the coronavirus. “The rule is, no public 
meetings, and you can’t have a public hearing that’s 
not open to the public,” Murphy said.

— David Gordon

917-204-2544

town hall event broadcast on Monday.
The testing site was put together in collabora-

tion with local healthcare provider Nuvance, using 
$100,000 worth of tents and other equipment 
donated by local party supply company Save-On 
Rentals. The test site will allow people who may 
be infected with the coronavirus to be tested with-
out going to a doctor’s office or emergency room 
where they could pass on the contagion to other 
patients or healthcare workers. Instead, patients 
will be assessed on-site by providers outfitted 
with full personal protective equipment, then be 
asked to return home and self-quarantine while 
they await results.

Testing at the mobile site is available by ap-
pointment only to people who have obtained 
prior authorization from their regular healthcare 
provider. People who cannot reach or do not have 
a primary care physician can request testing 
through the Ulster County Health Department’s 
coronavirus hotline at (845) 443-8888. Because 
testing capacity remains limited, Ryan said that 
authorization for the tests would only be grant-
ed to people who were displaying symptoms of 
COVID-19 or who had been exposed to the virus 
through travel or contact with a confirmed case 
of the contagion. Current wait times for the mo-
bile test site range from two to six days — a time 
frame Ryan said he hoped would become shorter 
as more testing resources come online. The mobile 
site is open from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and is equipped to test up to 250 
people per day. (A second site in Ellenville should 
be ready by March 31 at the latest, Ryan said.)

Ryan said the mobile test sites will provide crit-
ical data as officials work to track and contain the 
spread of the virus. “Mobile testing and boosting our 
testing capacity will absolutely save lives,” said Ryan.

But the county executive also said he expects 
the number of cases in Ulster County to increase 
dramatically as more people are tested. Currently 
about 10 percent of those tested came up positive 
for the coronavirus. Ryan also pointed to a study 
released this week by researchers at Columbia 
University which found that in China, where the 
pandemic began, there were possibly as many as 10 
undiagnosed cases of COVID-19 for each confirmed 

instance. The undetected cases were generally mild 
and did not require hospital care, but help spread 
of the virus among the population.

“We believe that hundreds of [Ulster County 
Residents] are likely impacted based on the epi-
demiology and the science,” said Ryan.

More beds
Ryan added that the rate of coronavirus’ spread 

locally points to an urgent need to quadruple 
hospital capacity in the coming weeks. Currently, 
there are just 100 hospital beds, 20 ICU beds and 
25 ventilators in the county. On Monday, the same 
day Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the creation of 
1,000 temporary hospital beds at locations down-
state, Ryan called for a similar scale-up of hospital 
resources in the Hudson Valley.

“We don’t have enough of everything,” said Ryan, 
addressing the public on Facebook Live Monday af-
ternoon. “We don’t have enough beds, we don’t have 
enough ICU beds, we don’t have enough ventilators.”

Economy under stress
While public health officials grapple with how to 

contain the virus and care for its victims, virtually 
every county resident is struggling with harsh new 
economic realities brought on by the shutdown of 
hundreds of businesses deemed non-essential under 
the state’s emergency declaration. On Wednesday, 
Ryan appeared alongside State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli to discuss the economic implications of 
the crisis.

Ryan offered an update on Project Resilience, a 
new county run program to provide food and other 
assistance to county residents in need. The pro-
gram is funded by more than $2 million in private 

donations and relies on a network of restaurants, 
nonprofits and other community groups and the 
county’s UCAT bus system to deliver meals to those 
in need. On Wednesday, Ryan reported that in its 
first week of operation, the program had expanded 
to include 90 restaurants and 13 local volunteer 
teams. Altogether, Ryan said, the food program 
had delivered 2,775 meals to 850 Ulster County 
households. DiNapoli praised the program as an 
example for other communities struggling to serve 
their most vulnerable residents.

“I think that what you’re doing here in Ulster is 
a model for what needs to be happening across the 
state,” said DiNapoli.

On the state level, DiNapoli said that said that 
New York faced an extended period of financial 
hardship that would trickle down to municipal 
governments as sales tax revenue dropped precip-
itously. DiNapoli said he concurs with state budget 
officials who project a budget shortfall of between 
$9 billion and $15 billion going into 2021.

“There is no doubt that in the short run we are 
going to see severe economic damage and a hit to 
the state on our revenue,” DiNapoli said.

Despite the grim economic news, DiNapoli 
said that the state pension fund, which covers 1.1 
million state and local government employees, re-
mains strong. DiNapoli said the economic damage 
wrought by the virus had wiped out what had been 
a double-digit increase in returns of the fund’s in-
vestments going into 2020. But, he added, much of 
the fund was invested in bonds and other products 
that were likely to remain stable, or at least solvent, 
through the downturn.

“Your pension benefit is safe,” DiNapoli said.

&  S O N  I N C .
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Shelter boost
State will pitch in $500K toward new home for homeless animals

A fter being awarded a long-awaited 
state grant of $500,000 toward the cost 
of a brand-new shelter, daughter of 
shelter founder Marie Post and founder 
of the new Saugerties Animal Welfare 

Fund Adele Zinderman insists that all donated 
monies toward the total $1.8 million structure’s 
cost will go toward their intended purpose, despite 
a severe dip in donations that cover the living and 
surgical expenses of animals housed at the facility.

Zinderman said this week that she was reticent 
to post the good news on social media initially, but 
that people were “thankful for good news despite 
the coronavirus.”

“You do hesitate at a time when everybody is 
involved with this coronavirus. This is such a good 
thing, do you want this to be a part of what they’re 
feeling right now,” she said Tuesday. “But when I 
posted this last night, so many people were glad to 
hear this park of renewal while this is happening.”

Zinderman said as of now, a groundbreaking 
for the new building is scheduled for May, but may 
be moved into June if stay-in-place orders are still 
in effect.

Last year, town officials missed the opportuni-
ty to tap into a grant that would help fund a new 
building for the Saugerties Animal Shelter, but 
town officials said they would try again this year. 
But that opportunity has been deleted from the 
state budget, drying up a potential funding source 
for the project.

“I felt like I should get a master’s degree, I felt 
like I did a thesis for the grant and the shelter plans,” 
joked Zinderman. “I had a fantastic committee.” 
Other members of the committee include grant writ-
er Kathleen Kearnan, architect Laura Cassar, town 
supervisor Fred Costello Jr. and Rich Praetorius.

In January, the source Companion Animal 
Capital Fund was not included in the governor’s 
executive budget for the first time since the fund’s 
conception. Five million dollars were allocated to 
the fund in 2018 and 2017; 25 shelters throughout 
the state received grants worth between $100,000 
and $500,000 over the past two years through the 
fund. Meanwhile, shelter officials say, the Saugerties 
facility is a repurposed garage with a leaky roof, 
dysfunctional septic tank, porous floors, significant 
mold and inadequate facilities for the animals’ 
needs. This week, the shelter was awarded the 
$500,000 from the fund, a large chunk of the new 
shelter’s anticipated total cost. Alongside some 
$400,000 for the project will be sourced from the 
estate of the late Mary Bradford, an animal lover 
who was close friends with Marie Post, a little over 
half of the funding is accounted for. Zinderman 
said that about $15,000 had been raised over the 
last year via Facebook, and about $1,000 had been 
raised through small boxes left at 10 businesses 
throughout the town.

The structure is planned to be approximately 
4,100 square feet with an additional 2,800 square 
feet for dog kennels and quarantine areas, and will 
be relocated to have a separate entrance from the 
town’s transfer station. The schematic includes a 
two-story cat-climbing space, a lobby, a covered 
exterior dog run and a “catio.” There will also be a 
grooming room, a food preparation room, a kitten 
room adjoined to a free-roaming cat room, a wild-
life room, a cat condo area, separate cat and dog 
quarantine areas and staff and office space. There 
will be two “community rooms” that can be used 
for staff meetings or classes, like kitten-fostering 
demonstrations. It will have two floors, and an 
elevator.

To help raise the remaining money for the proj-
ect, Zinderman is still accepting donations brought 
to town hall at 4 High St.; checks can be made out 
to the Saugerties Animal Welfare Fund. Naming 
opportunities are also available: for $75,000, an 
individual can name the lobby in honor of a deceased 
or honored friend or family member; for $25,000, 
the meet-and-greet room can be so dedicated. En-
graved bricks, sold for $100 and $200 depending 
on size, engraved benches for $500 and dog walking 
trails for $2,500 are also available. To purchase 
a dedicated item, or to ask questions about the 
shelter or other room-naming opportunities, email 
Zinderman at Bobzind@a ol.com.

Christina Coulter

 Dining goes on
Local restaurants, bars trying to cope with new reality

Sometimes, in our new quarantine 
reality, we just want some takeout and 
maybe a margarita. Some of us are 
simply bad cooks without blenders; 
others are at-risk and afraid to leave 

their homes for supplies. Still others have been laid 
off, or are operating on a stunted family income.

Fear not — in these trying times, also-struggling 
local bars and eateries are here to serve you. Thanks 
County Executive Pat Ryan’s Project Resilience, help 
from local teachers, the Saugerties chapter of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and a slew of volunteers, 
relaxed liquor laws handed down from the State 
Liquor Authority allowing businesses to provide to-
go drinks and the ingenuity of local restauranteurs, 
Saugertiesians have a slew of free and affordable 
takeout options available to them until the “new 
normal” transitions into the typical normal. Drinks 
are often dispensed either in Chinese food takeout 
containers or straw-top containers with Saran wrap.

“It gives us a chance to stay connected with our 
customers — it’s a regular customer’s birthday and 
we were able to send them home with a drink that 
they have quite often, a peach cosmo, when they 
come in. It was a nice opportunity to feel normal 
in this craziness,” said town supervisor and Sue’s 
Restaurant owner Fred Costello Jr.  “This is hitting 
a lot of industries and food service is one of them. 
I can speak on the part of all restaurants and bars 
that we are grateful of SLA giving us the opportunity 
to do that is an off-premise service.”

Last Friday, Sue’s kicked off Operation Resil-
ience’s meal distribution program — Costello said 
70 area restaurants are participating, and that 225 
meals were prepared on the first evening. Mean-
while, according to Village Mayor Bill Murphy, 
approximately 335 meals were distributed to hungry 
families and individuals from the Boys and Girls 
Club location thanks to funding and food platters 
handed down by Horses in the Sun owner Tom 

Struzzieri. Mirabella’s and John Livermore of the 
Stone Pony is also donating to the village initiative, 
and providing meals regularly for the 60 residents 
at the village senior living facility.

“It’s important that we keep the cycle going — for 
every person we can keep working, that’s one less 
person on the unemployment line,” said Murphy. 
“The main thing is that, through all this, this is only 
our third day. Each day we’ve improved our process 
and today we’re like a well-oiled machine. Very little 
interaction, proper spacing between people ... within 
a week we have it down to a science.”

According to Dallas Gilpin, owner of the Wind-
mill Wine and Spirits, business has been doing quite 
well — she said that orders can be placed online or 
by phone, and that the shop’s whole inventory can 
be found on their website. However, business at her 
restaurant, The Dutch Ale House, has decreased 
by over half.

“It’s hard, I think, not knowing the end to this is 
the most difficult part,” said Gilpin. “I don’t know 
how long a lot of the businesses here can hang on, 
but we’re doing what we can at The Dutch to keep 
things moving.”

Gilpin said that her business is now selling 
family platters, meant for two to eight people, and 
is offering lower-priced specials on their website. 
As the head of the local merchant’s group Discover 
Saugerties, she said that members have a series of 
initiatives in the works, including a virtual first 
Friday — more information can be found on the 
Discovery Saugerties website or Facebook page.

Peggy Schwartz, head of the Saugerties Chamber 
of Commerce and the owner of Town and Country 
Liquors, said that curbside pickup will entirely 
replace in-store shopping at her establishment; 
Joe Maloney of Maloney’s said that, on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, his store will 
also provide curbside pickup in addition to delivery.

“My store is a true example of a small-town 

business,” said Schwartz. “My employees are … 
they’ve just been wonderful, they’ve been showing 
up, they’ve been working hard. They’ve been taking 
care of our customers, they’ve been willing to get in 
the car to deliver to people who can’t and shouldn’t 
get out. The reason that town and country and 
surviving now is because of the employees.”

Rhianna Rodriguez said that, although she has 
had to let go a swathe of her employees, she is grate-
ful that curbside pickup at Main Street Restaurant 
is catching on — now villagers can pick up staples 
like their Baja fish tacos and exceptional nachos. 
In terms of beverages, she said that the restaurants 
margaritas — which cost $5 and come in toasted 
coconut, lime, mango and strawberry and classic 
flavors — have been relatively popular. While she 
initially tried to work on a delivery system, she said 
that hiccups led her to stick with takeout.

“I’m very, very, very, very thankful to still be open. 
I don’t know what would happen if we would close,” 
said Rodriguez. “I’m living and running my business 
on a day-to-day because everything can change on 
the daily right now. We encourage curbside more 
than coming in, we’re trying to keep our staff healthy 
and still in business. A lot of people have their own 
families and they have bills to pay. If I can pay my 
bills and not make a profit, if I can do that, and I 
really don’t know yet based on one week, I think 
that’s all anyone has been aiming for.”

Miss Lucy’s on Partition Street will also provide 
curbside pickup on Wednesdays; Alex Lamb and 
Mike DePoala of Stella’s, which generally opens in 
April, may have to delay their opening this year in 
the wake of the virus.

“If they’re pushing it to August, we’ll have to look 
at the business and see what we can do to open up 
and have some type of income coming in. If it’s a 
short, if it only makes it to let’s say the beginning to 
May or end of May we might be able to withstand 
that, but any time past that we might have to go 
the takeout route or extend to family style dinners,” 
said Lamb.

Individuals who are interested in free meal pro-
grams can sign up for Project Resilience with a link 
provided on the Town of Saugerties website, and 
are encouraged to support struggling local eateries.

Christina Coulter
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From a distance...
Saugerties schools teaching online update

S tudents across the Saugerties 
Central School District will officially 
begin remote learning on Monday, 
March 30, with teachers and adminis-
trators currently fine tuning the means 

of communication and adapting in-class curriculum 
for home learning. All schools in the district have 
been closed since Friday, March 13 in an effort 
to minimize the spread of the global coronavirus 
pandemic through the region. 

Superintendent Kirk Reinhardt said the district 
has spent the past couple of weeks preparing for 
remote learning.

“I think we’re in a really good place,” he said. 
“We’re doing Zoom a lot and Google Hangout. We’ve 
had a lot of conference calls with principals and 
administration. We did a survey online, and we’re 
heading to have Chromebooks Friday and Monday.”

The district is making available Microsoft 
Chromebooks for students in the district who might 
not have home access to a device that would allow 
them to take advantage of distance learning over 
the internet. The SCSD has roughly 2,300 students, 
and Reinhardt said close to 300 requests had come 
in for the use of Chromebooks. He further estimated 
that with the average household having around two 
students, close to 600 would be served by the use 
of the borrowed technology. 

Families who’ve requested and been approved 
for Chromebooks will be able to pick them up at the 
Saugerties High School bus circle on Friday, March 
27 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. and on Monday, March 30 
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

“The tricky one it will be with students who can’t 
for any reason get any type of internet service,” said 
Reinhardt, who stressed that the district is making 
every effort to ensure all of its students are able to 
resume learning from home next week. “For those, 
our elementary teachers and high school guidance 
counselors are going to reach out to those families 
and figure out how to get those materials to them. 
We can obviously mail them, we can obviously have 
pickup times like we’re doing with the meals and 
the Chromebooks. But we’re going to have to fill 
that gap the way we would have 15 years ago if a 
student was out for three weeks because they had 
knee surgery and provide them hard copies of stuff.”

Reinhardt said remote learning will likely work 
differently from teacher-to-teacher, regardless of the 
grade. Video will either be live or recorded. Some 
classes were already offering some learning online 
before the pandemic. 

“They’ve been amazing as far as preparing and 
getting their own stuff online, but it depends on 
the teacher,” Reinhardt said. “The nice thing that’s 
about (app-based web conferencing tool) Zoom is 
you can record your lesson and then students can 
watch it whenever they want. Our math program 
that we’ve been using in the elementary schools 
already has an online component that students 
have been working on so that’s a good thing. And 
our students are much more adaptable to this 
than people my age probably are. They’re used to 
FaceTime and that sort of thing, and they’re used 
to going online and watching a 10-minute tutorial 
on something.”

Reinhardt added that all grades in the district 
will have remote learning opportunities. 

“For younger students I think the interaction 
piece may be different,” he said. “But they’ve been 
doing things with i-Ready math, they’ve worked 
with Pathways (in Education), and the questions 
are suited directly to them. The elementary staff is 
already reaching out to families to say this is what 
it’s going to look like, and if they have questions 
they should be in touch. So we’re really confident 
with where we’re at.”

In mid-March, Governor Andrew Cuomo 
officially ordered all schools across the state closed 
through April 1. And while that date has not been 
updated, it’s likely the closure will soon be extended, 
perhaps erasing all that remains of the 2019-20 
school year. Reinhardt said the district has planned 
for three different scenarios.

“Every time my team meets we have a conver-
sation about if we return April 1st, if we return in 
May, and if we were closed for the rest of the school 
year, and we always look at what each of those 
three pathways would look like,” Reinhardt said. 
Students in all grades, regardless of which scenario 
ultimately comes to fruition, will be required to 
complete their full curriculum, with remote learning 
being adapted to ensure as seamless a delivery of 
education as possible. 

“There’s already state regulations about online 
learning, so that’s not new,” said Reinhardt. “We 

just have to make sure any new material between 
now and June would align to a full curriculum.”

That will especially be critical for SHS seniors 
hoping to graduate in June. Only time and the 
flattening of the pandemic’s curve will determine 
whether they’re able to receive their diplomas in a 
traditional ceremony.  

“The ceremony itself would be based on whatever 
guidance we got from the state or county about 
whether or not we were be allowed to have a mass 
gathering,” said Reinhardt. 

Meanwhile, the district has continued 
to tweak its delivery of meals to students in need, 
with an updated chart available at: https://www.
saugerties.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY24000038/Centric-
ity/Domain/1/meals%203_20_2020.pdf. Fourteen 
pickup points are available across the district, with 
two breakfasts and two lunches available on Mon-
days and three on Wednesdays. 

“Our meal distribution is going really well,” said 
Reinhardt on Tuesday, March 24. “We handed out 
612 meals yesterday. We’re really happy about the 
way that’s growing.”

Reinhardt said that the district anticipates a 
few growing pains as remote learning officially 
gets underway, but stressed that the message will 
be very clear to parents and students alike: We’re 
here for you. 

“Our goal next week is about reinforcing to our 
community that we’re here, we’re going to work out 
the kinks, we’re going to figure out what’s working 
great and what we need to work on,” he said. “It’s 
going to be new for a lot of people, but this has to 
be our message next week to the community: We 
are here.”

— Crispin Kott

We’ve made 
saving easy!

Go to 
www.hannaford.com/weekly-flyer

to check out this week’s best deals!



6  •  March 26,  2020   saugerties times

OPINION
LETTERS

saugerties times
Co-editors  

dan barton
brian hollander

geddy sveikauskas 

Almanac Weekly Editor
julie o’connor

Executive Editor, Digital
will dendis

Advertising Director
genia wickwire

Calendar Manager
donna keefe

Production Manager
joseph p. morgan

Circulation Manager
dominic labate

Publisher
geddy sveikauskas

Contributors:
Christina Coulter, Sharyn Flanagan, 

Robert Ford, Doug Freese, David Gordon, 
Jeremiah Horrigan, Crispin Kott, Phyllis McCabe, 

Dion Ogust, Hugh Reynolds, Jesse Smith, Lynn Woods

Sales Associates
Lynn Coraza, Pam Courselle, Elizabeth K. W. Jackson, Angela 

Lattrell, Sue Rogers, Linda Saccoman

Sales Liaison
Jenny Bella

Production Associates
Diane Congello-Brandes, 

Ann Marie Woolsey-Johnson

Classifi ed Ad Sales
Amy Murphy, 
Tobi Watson

saugerties times usps# 017-048 is a weekly newspaper 
published 52 times a year by Ulster Publishing Co., Inc., 322 Wall St., 
Kingston, NY 12401-3820. Periodical Postage rate is paid at Kingston, 
NY mailing offi  ce.
Postmaster: Send address changes to: Saugerties Times, PO Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402-3329.
Subscriptions are $45 per year in-county, $40 senior citizen rate, $50 
out of county. E-Subscriptions are $25. 
To learn more go to hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe 
Saugerties Times is distributed at $1.50 per copy at Saugerties area 
newsstands. 
Contact: 845-334-8200 or saugertiestimes@gmail.com.

Fearful and hopeful
The solution of the coronavirus crisis is twofold: 

[1] keep and make people healthy; and [2] enact 
radical legislation. For example: grant healthcare for 
all, cancel student debt, and halt global warming. 
This time is fearful but also hopeful. 

Moments of shock are profoundly volatile. We 
either lose a whole lot of ground, get fleeced by 
elites and pay the price for decades. 

Or we win progressive victories that seemed 
impossible just a few weeks earlier. This is no time 
to lose our nerve. 

The future will be determined by whoever is 
willing to fight hardest. Let us all now engage in 
the struggle for progressive change.

Rev. Finley Schaef
Saugerties

Blue tinted glasses
I recall the mood of this country after we were 

attacked on 9/11. We came together as Americans 
and the partisan feelings were put aside. Today 
we have another national crisis, COVID-19, and 
we have Tom Cherwin seeing a “silver lining” in 
this disaster as a means to defeat our current 
President come November. Perhaps Mr. Cherwin’s 
glasses are so deeply tinted blue that he fails 
to see what the shortcomings are of his party’s 
presumptive choice.

1. Joe Biden and the MeToo movement:  Several 
women have come forward to say how uncomfort-
able Biden made them feel with his inappropriate 
touching and kissing. He’s apologized for his be-
havior, but says he’s a touchy, feely kind of guy. His 
actions have earned him a nickname: “Gropin Joe”.

2. During his recent campaign stop at a Michigan 
factory he was asked about his stand on the second 
amendment and went off on a expletive filled tirade 
and threatened the factory worker to a fight.  Google 
it, there’s a video clip.

3. What has he accomplished in over 40 years as 
both a state senator and former vice president? Very 
short list for that length of time in so called public 
service.

4. Read the Washington Post article from March 
12, 2020: “It’s fair to speculate whether Biden is 
mentally fit to be president”. It’s a must read and 
his gaffes are too numerous to list here.

Gregory Kleen
Saugerties

Diet and nutrition 
for the immune system

How does taking down our economy and bank-
rupting countless thousands of small businesses 
make sense? We all know the narrative: we need 
to mass quarantine to protect the elderly and 
vulnerable. How about we selectively quarantine 
just that segment of the population, which would 
effectively accomplish the same goals. We would 
be able to continue to have a prosperous economy 
to support this intervention without destroying 
economic stability and the resulting massive col-
lateral damage.

How about we educate people on how to 
strengthen the immune system with diet and nutri-
tion. Making the body healthy enough to navigate 
the world and environment successfully. The truth 
is viruses don’t kill people; a weakened immune sys-
tem unable to metabolize what’s happening outside 
of the body ,overwhelms the internal processes of 
the body. The body actually comes from this “out-
side” environment which is temporarily perceived 
as separate but, in reality is one and the same. In 
other words, ultimately the outside becomes and 
is the inside! 

Once this is understood, health is all about 
maintaining balance between the internal and 
external environments. This is the main function 
of the immune system. This can be supported by 
consuming a nutritionally dense diet (whole grains, 
organic foods, traditional fats etc.), nutraceuticals 
(Vitamins A, D, C, and minerals like Zinc, Iodine 
etc) and herbs (substances that download chemical 
information from the external world) and stress 
management. 

In these times of fear and chaos, let us not forget 
logic and common sense. 

Mark Colligan, D.C.
Saugerties

Stay Safe
This is an unsettling time for our country and 

our community. Please know that your elected lead-
ers and public health officials are working around 
the clock to address this public health emergency. 
Every day more and more is being done to slow 
the spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), 
increase testing capabilities, provide critical care 
to those who need it, and ensure that you and your 
family are kept informed. 

It is important to remember that we need to 
be prepared, not scared. Heed the advice of public 
health experts who agree that the most effective 
way to “flatten the curve,” or slow the spread of the 
virus, is to practice social distancing. 

Below is some helpful information regarding 
COVID-19: 

How can you be infected? Coronavirus can 
spread from person to person through respiratory 
droplets produced when an infected person coughs 
or sneezes. Because these droplets can travel up to 
six feet, public health experts advise maintaining 
six feet of distance from others. The virus can also 
remain on a surface or object and enter the body 
through the mouth, nose, or eyes. This is why it 
is important to wash your hands before touching 

your face. 
How long does it take to show symptoms after 

being infected? It takes 2 to 14 days to develop 
symptoms after exposure to the virus. The average 
is about 5 days. 

What are the symptoms? Fever, dry cough, 
shortness of breath 

When should you seek testing? If you are exhib-
iting symptoms; If you have been in close contact 
with someone who has tested positive for the coro-
navirus; If you have recently traveled to one of the 
high-risk countries.

Except in the case of an emergency, please call 
your healthcare provider before seeking treatment 
in person. While it is normal to feel anxious, there 
are ways to take control of the situation and be 
prepared. Take the following precautions to keep 
yourself and our community safe: Wash your hands 
often and for at least 20 seconds; Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose, and mouth; Avoid physical contact 
like handshakes and hugs. 

Stay home if you feel sick. Avoid large crowds. 
Abstain from unnecessary travel.

What is the difference between “Safer at Home” 
and “social distancing”? Safer at home is a stricter 
form of social distancing. There are some differenc-
es. Safer at home means: Stay home (stay unexposed 
and do not expose others); Only go out for essential 
services; Stay six feet or more away from others; 
Don’t gather in groups.

During this national emergency, it is imperative 
that we unite as a community, follow the advice 
of experts, and take personal responsibility for 
our actions to #SlowTheSpread of coronavirus. 
Below is a list of state and local resources to help 
you through: Ulster County COVID-19 Hotline 
845-443-8888; COVID19.ulstercountyny.gov; 
COVID19.ulstercountyny.gov/Project-Resilience: 
Ulster County’s Project Resilience is a community 
fund and local food distribution effort to support 
residents. Individuals can apply for assistance, 
and those with the ability, can donate to the fund; 
coronavirus.health.ny.gov; NYS Novel Coronavirus 
Hotline at 1-888-364-3065. 

Al Bruno
Legislator, District 2 

Saugerties

Protect The 
Health Care Workers

Personal protective equipment, specifically, N 95 
masks, gowns and gloves, are needed and have been 
needed for our health care workers in Ulster County 
and across New York state. This is an emergency. If 
health care workers do not receive this protective 
gear immediately, they will become infected with 
the Covid-19 virus, their patients will risk becoming 
infected, and their families will be at risk.

Politicians make statements, hotlines are set 
up with no answer to this question. Where is the 
protective gear and if we’ve run out, what are you 
doing about it?  

The governors of Michigan and New Jersey must 
have made requests because both states received 
equipment from the national stockpiles. How much 
is in the national stockpiles?  Who is asking?

National Nurses United has a petition that any-
one can sign asking for the life saving equipment that 
they need. I urge you all to sign it. This isn’t about 
waiting until everyone needs to be hospitalized 
and on ventilators. We need to prevent the spread 
of this deadly disease!

I will mention that Bernie Sanders has addressed 
this. He is fighting for these health care workers. He 
and his supporters also raised two million dollars in 
just days to support organizations such as meals on 
wheels that can help the ordinary working Ameri-
cans of this country.

Lisa Jobson
Lake Hill
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ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Pandemic prospects 

The Covid 19 pandemic is putting 
the Hudson Valley healthcare system 
under unprecedented pressure. 
As the number of infected people 
inevitably rises, more deaths will 

be reported. More protective masks and a greater 
supply of protective equipment will help only to 
a limited degree. It is more than possible that a 
spike in the number of people requiring machine 
help in order to breathe will overwhelm the limited 
capacities of an already strained system. 

Since there are currently no effective treatments 
for the virus, all the emphasis is being placed on 
“bending the curve,” hoping that a combination 
of draconian public policies and improvements 
in social behavior will reduce the number of new 
cases and temporarily see the nation through this 
healthcare crisis.

“The fact is we’re trying to slow the spread of the 
virus to a number of months so the healthcare sys-
tem can deal with it,” explained New York governor 
Andrew Cuomo last weekend. “So by definition it’s 
going to be a number of months...I don’t believe it’s 
going to be a matter of weeks.”

As the number of infected persons in Ulster 
County continued to increase, more attention in the 
Hudson Valley and other exurban areas near large 
cities was being paid to the role of city people with 
second homes or rentals, B&B and hotel guests, and 
sightseeing weekenders. At this phase of the crisis, 
such mobility was causing unwelcome problems.

As of last Saturday, two of the 23 Ulster County 
residents identified as infected had Saugerties mail-
ing addresses and were being quarantined together 
in New York City. The other cases, assistant deputy 
county executive Dan Torres told reporter Christina 
Coulter, originated within the county.

Other advanced societies were dealing with the 
same pattern in more aggressive ways. Seasonal 
homes are very common in the Scandinavian coun-
tries, and Norway’s government earlier this month 
ordered city people in second homes to return to 
their primary residences or face $2000 fines or 15 
days in jail. “Not only would the virus be likely to 
spread faster, but local hospital facilities might be 
unable to deal with the volume of sick patients,” 
reporter Feargus O’Sullivan wrote in a CityLab ar-
ticle. “City dwellers are thus much better off staying 
home where hospital beds and healthcare will be 
more widely available if needed, the argument goes.”

In fact, indicators suggest that the entire Ameri-
can residential real-estate market, urban, suburban 
and exurban, may have hit the pause button. With 
so much of the economy shut down, the market has 
become unpredictable.

Six years ago a state study reported 372 
physicians in Ulster County, and the number 
probably hasn’t changed much since. Of the total, 
160 provided primary care, and the remaining 212 
included specialists in internal medicine, psychia-
trists, surgeons and other categories. 

The proportion of doctors in primary care was 
higher in Ulster County than it is in major urban 
areas. But a 2017 study found Ulster had fewer than 
half the number of primary-care physicians per 
100,000 of population than did Westchester County.

Active physicians in Ulster County tended to 
be older than in the state as a whole, particularly 
in the 55-to-64-year-old category. A much lower 
proportion of Ulster County doctors than statewide 
worked principally in hospital settings.

Medical doctors are the top of the healthcare pyr-
amid, except for some top administrators (of whom 
some are also doctors). Some governmental labor 
censuses, like the Quarterly Census of Employment 
and Wages (QCEW), don’t contain anywhere near 
the number of doctors that the medical associations 
list, I think probably because owners of and part-
ners in medical practices are listed as managers by 
profession rather than doctors.  

The number of healthcare jobs, the largest 
category of employment in the Hudson Valley, has 
increased while the overall labor force has not. 
Ulster County has about 8000 such jobs. In the 
second quarter of 2019, 3228 employees worked in 
ambulatory settings, 1531 in hospitals, and 3046 in 
nursing or residential facilities.

Annual wages for Ulster County healthcare 
workers averaged about $48,000. That’s far less 
than local government workers earn. 

When it comes to pay, there’s a premium for 
education and knowledge (some would see it as 
excessive inequality). The average medical doctor 
makes over $200,000 a year, while Ulster County 
home healthcare aides are paid under $28,000 an-
nually. Nurse practitioners make $133,000 a year, 
registered nurses $75,000, and nursing assistants 
$31,000.

For the healthcare industry of  the 
Hudson Valley, this crisis is where the rubber hits 
the proverbial road. In the present situation, no 
one really knows what the infection curve — the 

number of new Covid 19 cases — will look like. 
Will it more resemble the catastrophic example of 
Italy, with a continuing steep increase of cases that 
the healthcare facilities simply couldn’t handle, 
resulting in more fatalities than in China? Or will 
it be more like Singapore or Taiwan, where after 
a steep start, the number of infections leveled out 
and began to decrease?

Though compensation is an important con-
sideration for the healthcare workforce, they are 
quintessentially service workers. Dedication to 
public health and the needs of the community are 
the top priority for the best of our practitioners. We 
should honor their work and their service.

Alas, there are limits to what they can do, as the 
present efforts to contain the Covid 29 virus show. 

A very recent study of hospital beds by Pro Publica 
classifies Ulster County and Poughkeepsie as part of 
the Albany area (Newburgh, Middletown and points 
south are assigned to White Plains). The Albany area 
thus defined, with 1.8 million people 17 percent of 
whom are 65 or over, has 4800 hospital beds, two-
thirds of which are ordinarily occupied. There are 
only 420 beds for intensive care, and the average 
patient turnover in the ICU units is twelve days.

Governor Cuomo has said he expects 40 to 80 
percent of New York’s population eventually to test 
positive for the infection. Being wildly optimistic, 
let’s bend the curve. Let’s assume that in this go-
round only ten percent of the Albany area popula-
tion, or 180,000 persons, test positive. Following 
national trends, 20 to 30 percent of those, 36,000 
to 48,000, will have serious cases requiring medical 
treatment and possible hospitalization. 

A large proportion of the hospitalized persons 
will need a respirator (a mask-like device) to help 
them breathe. If they need machine assistance to 
keep breathing, they’ll require a ventilator — and 
these complex contraptions are and will be in very 
short supply. Even at the hypothetical low rate of 
infection of ten percent, it appears to me that a lot 
of patients will unnecessarily die even in so limited 
an initial round of the pandemic.

Tell me I’m wrong. I don’t want to be right.      

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

woodstockhvac.com 
845 663-2274   |   fax 845 663-2276   |   65 Prince Street, Kingston, NY

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

HAPPY SPRING!
NOW SCHEDULING 

NEW POOL INSTALLATIONS 
AND POOL OPENINGS.



8  •  March 26,  2020   saugerties times

What they’re saying 
about your money
Local financial advisors give advice based on the times
by Paul Smart

H ow are financial advisors, those 
paid to help us laypeople plan for 
and ride out the ups and downs of 
economic life to match our goals for 
comfortable lives, speaking about the 

roiling stock market, business and personal income 
challenges of recent weeks?

We decided to look beyond the major companies’ 
websites, where the likes of Merrill Lynch, Edward 
Jones and Morgan Stanley aren’t saying much about 
what’s been happening this month beyond top-of-
page links to corporate statements on coronavirus.

One company notes that they’ve suspended 
all person-to-person meetings. Morgan Stanley’s 
main page is filled with pieces about ways to gain 
perspective on short term losses, how to gauge re-
cessions, and ways to weigh risk. “Amid news about 
the coronavirus (COVID-19), we are committed 
to doing everything we can to meet your banking 
and investing needs.,” notes Merrill Lynch’s link to 
its corporate mother at Bank of America. “We will 
continue to devote all necessary resources to help 
ensure your personal safety, while maintaining all of 
the services you count on. And as new developments 
emerge, we will share information with you about 
how we continue to operate safely and effectively.”

It’s only when you get closer to home, to the 
more independent certified financial planners of 
the Hudson Valley, that a more nuanced sense of 
what’s going on, how those with investments in 
the stock market are reacting, and ways in which 
the current shifts may end up changing our views 
of wealth and quality of life issues come into view.

“I just responded to a client by email. This is 
very crazy…I ask my clients to close their eyes 
and look for a big picture perspective,” says Irene 
Berner of New Paltz, fresh back from a walk on 
the Mohonk Preserve. “I’ve had my own firm since 
1996. Let’s first understand this is not a financial 
crisis. It’s a health crisis. There’s a business crisis. 
It’s not like 2008/09…We must first assure that 
everybody’s safe, get this virus under control. Once 
that happens then we can look at the financial 
elements involved.”

Berner, who adds that she was in Milan in Jan-
uary for a finance class, keeps being reminded of 
how the market dropped 22.5 percent in one day 
in October of 1987, and saw similar investor fears. 
She recalls the market and business effects of 9/11, 
but also how long it took to label the downturn of 
12 years ago a recession, and then how that turned 
around.

“This is unprecedented but historically the 
market has always come back. The markets want 
to go up,” Berner adds, admitting that her optimism 
has always served her well in her line of business. 

Kingston-based Cliff Faintych, also in-
dependent, noted that, “there may still be more 
decline before things turn around, and the economy 
is now certainly going into a recession. But it is 
important to understand that this is not the same 
as the Great Recession after the market crash of 
2008: The Coronavirus pandemic brings fear of new 
uncertainties, but there is every reason to believe 
that the resiliency of our American economy will 
prove out for a robust recovery.”

He went on to stress that all in their working 
years still search out ways to save for retirement, 
utilizing current “deep discounts” pushed by the 
Federal Reserve to fund IRAs and Roth IRAs if 
not the beneficiary of a 401(k) or similar employ-
er-sponsored retirement savings plan.

“If you are recently retired, then now is the time 
to re-evaluate your financial goals and control your 
budget: If you can afford to, delay distributions 
from your retirement accounts for the next few 
months,” Faintych added. “Better to spend down 
non-retirement account savings to prevent selling 
investments in tax favorable retirement accounts 
during this down market. If you are retired and 
in your sixties and you have a significant amount 
of 401(k) or IRA savings, then now is the time to 
consider a Roth IRA conversion: If you do not need 
to withdraw from your retirement accounts right 
now, then a Roth conversion may be in your best 
interest because you will be paying income tax on 
the amount that you convert now when the value 
of investments in your retirement account is lower. 
For anyone that is a homeowner with a long-held 
mortgage, perhaps 15 years into a 30 year mortgage, 
now is the time to consider refinancing your home: 
With real estate prices still near all time highs, and 
mortgage interest rates pushing to all time lows, a 
refinance of your existing mortgage balance may 
prove to reduce your monthly payments and provide 
savings over the long-run.”

Sal Bocchimuzzo, at Mid Hudson Federal 
Credit Union Investment and Retirement Center 
(part of CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc., the leading 
broker dealer exclusively serving the credit union 
industry), said he’s been fielding “panic calls” from 
clients concerned about recent market drops, but 
telling all that “the key to remember is that the 
market is going to bounce back quicker than the 
economy.” Although he added that the timing of 
such movements is still a question given that “it 
could still take another two to three months before 
the country starts opening up again.”

Bocchimuzzo, like all the financial planners we 
spoke with, noted that it’s not the proper time to 
discuss investment opportunities, only that if we’ve 
not hit bottom yet, “we’re pretty close.” He stressed 
that the moment wasn’t right for much action.

“If you didn’t move to cash or bonds two to 

three weeks ago, it’s too late,” he said. “I’m telling 
everyone that if your goal is long term, over a year, 
you’re going to be fine. Take a deep breath. Take it 
one day at a time. Be diversified.”

Barbara Ginty,  who runs her family ’s 
Independent Financial Services under the LPL 
Financial banner, meanwhile noted that “today was 
another rough one” as we began speaking.  

“I think it’s hard to compare what’s been hap-
pening to anything. We’ve never been through a 
pandemic before,” the 35 year old Wall Street veteran 
said. “I think it’s a unique situation. And given that 
the economy was doing pretty well before this hit, 
I believe that long term things will come back. In 
the short term we’ll see a recession, but since all of 
our clients are long term investors they should be 
fine…I’ve always told my clients to stay away from 
the TV in these scenarios.”

On a personal protocol level, Ginty pointed out 
how she’s been working remote while her assistant, 
who has a “full home” has been staffing the office 
voluntarily “one person at a time.” All meetings 
have been virtual and, she adds, she’s been recon-
necting with old friends by phone and online, and 
considering the unexpected benefits of “slowing 
things down.”

Bocchimuzzo said he’s been going into 
his office, keeping meetings to a minimum, since his 
home with kids and a dog “isn’t conducive to work.”

Berner, who describes herself as “an old hippie 
who attended the Woodstock Festival in 1969,” 
noted her belief that most of her clientele, largely 
women, will likely come through the current shifts 
re-thinking their ideas about wealth and quality of 
life. She talked about the general belief that people’s 
greatest fears tend to focus on death, and dying 
penniless. But then she asks deeper questions…

“What level of wealth do you need? Do you really 
want to sit on a pile of money to the end,” she asked, 
rhetorically. “If you’re not using your money to help 
promote peace of mind, what’s it for?”

Berner talked about one client with two mil-
lion in her portfolio “who was never comfortable 
about what she had.” She spoke about telling all 
her clients to keep an emergency fund, and not to 
worry if they don’t need their investment funds 
for the next year or so. If one needs to “tap in,” do 
so on a month-to-month basis until things start to 
recover…which would need for a recession to be 
acknowledged first (six months, at least) and then 
end (12 to 18 months). 

She added that the subject she’s been coming 
back to of late is simple: What’s enough?

“I think there will eventually be a pent-up de-
mand for the services our businesses supply, and 
an appreciation of them,” Berner said. “And as I 
said earlier, I think there will be questions about 
what we appreciate our wealth for. It will be more 
important to look at what you need for the quality 
of life you want.”

Which Faintych, too, reiterated in his own way…
“Remember that retirement is a long journey 

hopefully lasting thirty plus years, and like all finan-
cial shocks, we will get through this one too,” he said.

Optimism, everywhere. With caveats, and a 
shifting thoughtfulness.

NY 12477 or a copy can be 
emailed to you.

The vehicle must be de-
livered to the Village of Sau-
gerties. Manufacturer parts and 
service for the vehicle must be 
available within 15 miles of the 
municipality. The Village Board 
of Trustees reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids. All bids 
will be received in accordance 
with Chapter 605 of the Laws 
of the State of NY.

For more information contact 
the Village Clerk, Lisa Mayone 
845 246-2321

LEGAL NOTICE
VILLAGE ELECTION NO-

TICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Annual Election of the Village 
of Saugerties, NY will be held 
in the Municipal Building, 43 
Partition Street, on Tuesday, 
the 28th of April 2020, with 
polls being open between the 
hours of NOON and 9:00PM 
EST. At such election the fol-
lowing persons will be seeking 

the offices of Village Trustee.
New Vision Party
Trustee: For a term of two 

years:
VINCENT BUONO
10 LATHAM CIRCLE
SAUGERTIES, NY 12477

DONALD HACKETT
19 MONTROSS STREET
SAUGERTIES, NY 12477

TERRY PARISIAN 
27 LATHAM CIRCLE
SAUGERTIES, NY 12477

Lisa Mayone
Village Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
Due to the health crisis The 

annual meeting of the Sau-
gerties Cemetery Association 
that was to be held on March 
30, 2020 is postponed until 
further notice.

Beverly Harris
Secretary

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of a 

limited liability company  [LLC]: 
Applewood Scientific, LLC , Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York, [SSNY] on 02/02/2020.  
Office location Ulster County, 
SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served, SSNY shall mail a 
copy of the process to:  C/O 
Applewood Scientific, LLC 188 
Fishcreek Road, Saugerties, NY 
12477.   Purpose, any Lawful 
Purpose, Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
GEEX INDUSTRIES 1, Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 11/22/2017. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 

whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: GEEX 
INDUSTRIES 1 138 ELM 
STREET SAUGERTIES NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
GEEX INDUSTRIES 2, Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 02/07/2020. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: GEEX 
INDUSTRIES 2 138 ELM 
STREET SAUGERTIES NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
GALEANO ENTERPRISES 

LLC filed Art. Of Org with SSNY 
02/25/2020. Office location: Ul-
ster County, SSNY is designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of such process 
to 455 Old Route 32, Saugerties, 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Chestnut Grove Farm, 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
2/4/2020. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to 269 
Wilhelm Rd., Saugerties, NY 
12477. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Elainewarf, LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/4/2020. Cty: 
Greene. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 

process to 1205 Route 23C, 
East Jewett, NY 12424. General 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Mountain Ridge Real 

Property, LLC, Arts of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 2/7/2020. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
5 Laurel Ln., Kerhonksen, NY 
12446. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed Bids for the purchase 

of a 2020 3500 Crew Cab Util-
ity Truck 4x4 will be received, 
by Village of Saugerties, at 
the office of the Village Clerk, 
Village Hall, 43 Partition Street, 
Saugerties, NY until 10:00am 
on Thursday April 9th, 2020 at 
which time the Bids received will 
be publicly opened and read.

A copy of the vehicle bid 
specifications can be picked 
up at the Village Hall located at 
43 Partition Street, Saugerties, 
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OUTDOORS
Barbara Buono

CommunityNotes

A gaggle of geese

W ith spring looming we 
have always looked for ways of 
reassuring ourselves that the 
cold days of winter will soon 
fade. My neighbor who cannot 

see well, called to tell me she heard some Canadian 
geese flying south. I hated to bust her bubble, but I 
am quite sure they were the same long-necked birds 
that spent the winter just down the road in a pond 
just north of her. Geese are resilient creatures that 
can fly great distances on a minimum of rations. 
That scraggy grass that they consume keeps them 
fat and happy.

Global warming has changed their northern 
migration and they remain in and around the area 
decorating lawns with their special fertilizer. Many 
parks and recreation areas are taking measures to 
discourage their droppings from fouling the lawns 
and ponds. Since one goose can produce one pound 
a day of feces, it can shortly become a problem. 
Central Park in New York has hired a few collies 
to discourage the flocks of Canadians that find that 
750 acres is big enough for them.

 I have always liked geese and have had a few 
domestic at one time. It all started when I took my 
children to a fair, which had an animal auction. 

There was a crate with three small rather dirty 
looking young geese, which of course my kids fell in 
love with and were certain they needed our tender 
loving care. I don’t remember what I paid for them, 
but it wasn’t much. It seems that young geese were 
not a sort after commodity. These youngsters were 
the start of a gaggle which grew to 27 who were the 
best watchdogs I ever had. There was one female 
determined that the half-acre they had to roam in 
was not enough. She was on a constant mission to 
break out of the fence and take the gang with her. 
I would get a phone call from the school which 
bordered what we called our North 40 ( more like 
four acres) asking me to come and round them up 
since they were in the play yard at the school and 
the children could not go out for recess.

Geese are excellent mothers and it is a 
joy to watch them care for their young. One early 
spring, one momma hatched a group of six out of 
seven eggs; one egg remained on the nest, appar-
ently not quite ready to face the world. I checked it 
the next day but the lone egg remained. Although 
the mother came back to the nest each evening, 
I determined it was now time to dispose of this 
apparent bad egg that didn’t make it. I decided to 

wait for the next day. But to my surprise, the egg 
had hatched and in the nest was a tiny creature that 
surely wasn’t going to make it. The mother, off with 
the rest of her offspring left this one alone. It was a 
very cold day and his pathetic weak peeping touched 
my heart and I decided, if he was going to die, he 
would do it in the warmth of a box in my laundry 
room. I had a busy day and did not get home until 
early afternoon, and as soon as I opened the door 
I could hear him peeping away. His strength had 
returned and he was quite ready to hold his head 
high. I decided to introduce him to his family in 
short order.  My kids were thrilled to have him in 
the house and spent time petting and feeding him. 
When he seemed able to keep up with his bigger 
siblings, we took him to the barnyard. But he was 
not at all interested in going back to his feathered 
family and kept running back to us, no matter how 
many times we placed him in the nest. 

I was to learn what is called imprinting; he was 
never going back to being a goose. If young birds 
imprint on humans they will identify with humans 
for life. Reversing the imprinting process is impos-
sible. These birds are, strangely enough, bonded to 
humans and will identify with humans rather than 
their own species. We indeed were his family and 
would remain so for the rest of his life. The kids 
named him Repeat, since whenever they spoke to 
him, he had the last word. We eventually put him 
in the pasture with his family, but he would leave 
them immediately when he saw one of us. He never 
did fit in with the group and was constantly on the 
watch for his human family. I have often thought 
that although I may have saved his life, I left him 
in a quandary, for the rest of his natural life. I was 
sure he would wonder who indeed he really was 
and why his family abandoned him to the barnyard 
and those strange noisy feathered creatures that 
may have looked like him but he never grew to love 
them as he did us.

COMMUNITY

Blood donation event
According to the American Red Cross, the country is 
experiencing a severe blood shortage. A blood drive will 
be held on Friday, March 27 at the Knights of Columbus. 
For more information, visit www.Saugerties.ny.us.

Transfer Station no longer accepting cardboard
To reduce the risk to employees of contracting Corona 
virus due to handling cardboard touched by other 
people, the Town of Saugerties Transfer Station will 
not be accepting cardboard until further notice.

No parking fees in village
Mayor Murphy has instructed that the parking meters 
be bagged and no tickets issued until further notice. 
Parking in the village will be free until further notice, to 
accommodate the residents and patrons of village busi-
ness picking up take-out from restaurants and bakeries.

Town and village offi  ces temporarily closed
Town and village offi  ces and all other town or village fa-
cilities are closed until further notice. Phone calls to 246-
2800 will be answered. Payments made be made by phone 
or put in the drop box. Water bills may be paid online.
All town committee meetings scheduled for March are 
cancelled. The Town of Saugerties Highway Department 
may be reached by phone at 246-2400 or email DMyer@
saugerties.ny.us. For more information, visit the town 
and village websites, Facebook or TV23. 

Friends of Historic Saugerties 
suspending programs temporarily
In the wake of the Covid-19 outbreak, the Friends of 
Historic Saugerties (FHS), a program of the Saugerties 
Public Library, has decided to temporarily suspend 
their monthly lecture series on local history. FHS is 
committed to making local history accessible to the 
community, and when this crisis has passed, the group 

will resume the informative talks. An exciting group of 
presentations are lined up for the remainder of the year. 
While group members say they are disappointed, they 
are dedicated to the health and safety of those who 
attend the talks and the community at large.

Building inspections still being performed
Inspections to obtain a building permit are still being 
performed. Contact the building department at 246-
2800, ext. 333 for an appointment.

Worship services cancelled
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. has 
cancelled worship services for Sunday, March 29. More 
information will be shared as available regarding April 
events and Holy Week worship services.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Art Association meeting cancelled
Due to the ban on public gatherings, the Ulster County 
Art Association will not hold the previously scheduled 
meeting and artist demo at the Senior Center on April 7.

Emerge Gallery & Art Space temporarily closed
Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, Emerge Gallery & Art 
Space at 228 Main St. is closed until further notice for 
the safety of the community. Gallerist Robert Langdon 
says he will follow local and federal guidelines but is 
hoping to re-open in early April. Art is available to view 
and purchase at the Emerge Gallery shop on Artsy.com.

Call for art
Emerge Gallery is accepting submissions through 
April 26 in consideration for inclusion in the upcoming 
exhibition, “Abstrakt: A Group Exhibition of Abstract 
Art.” The show is scheduled to run from June 6-28 and 
will include art of various mediums and abstract styles. 
Works on paper, fi ber, mixed media, paintings, photog-
raphy, small sculpture are all acceptable. Artists in the 

Hudson Valley are especially encouraged to submit 
work. For more information, visit emergegalleryny.com.

Lighthouse TV23 top picks this week
Thursday, March 26 at 7 p.m. “Classic Movie Night.” 
This week: Three Stooges: Disorder.
Thursday, March 26 and Friday, March 27 at 9 p.m. 
“Democracy Now!” Current news.
Friday, March 27 at 1 and 8 p.m. “Just Coolin’ – Tributes 
to Jazz Greats.” This week: Bud Powell.
Sunday, March 29 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Put Some Color 
in Your Life” with host Graeme. Visit artists’ studios.
Monday, March 30 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Eat Well: Be 
Happy.” Prepare colorful, seasonal food.
Monday, March 30 and Tuesday, March 31 at 9 p.m. 
“Democracy Now!” 
Tuesday, March 31 at 11 a.m. and 8 p.m. “Inspirational 
Thoughts to Live By” with Bryan Golden. This week: 
Have an attitude of gratitude. Running time: one minute.
Wednesday, April 1 at 3 and 8 p.m. “A Walk in the Garden.”
Wednesday, April 1 at 9 p.m. “Democracy Now!”

New show on cable 
Lighthouse TV23 will present “Hidden Treasures” with 
host Bill Safer, April through June on Fridays at 11 
a.m. and 7 p.m. Learn to spot hidden treasures when 
antiquing.

SCHOOLS

Friends of the 
Saugerties Public Library scholarship
The Friends of the Saugerties Public Library will award a 
$1,000 scholarship to a graduating senior from Sauger-
ties High School. The deadline to apply is April 24. The 
scholarship is based on community service, especially 
to libraries, and will be awarded to someone planning 
to pursue higher education. And essay is required along 
with an offi  cial transcript and the application, which 
is available in the school guidance offi  ce and on the 
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library website at saugertiespubliclibrary.org. 

Candidate petitions available 
to run for School Board
Petition forms are available to nominate candidates for 
the Saugerties Central School District Board of Edu-
cation. The forms may be downloaded on the district 
website or picked up in the superintendent’s offi  ce 
in the Hildebrandt building, behind the Jr./Sr. High 
School on Washington Avenue Extension, between 
8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. each business day. Twenty-fi ve 
(25) signatures of qualifi ed voters are required, but 
it is recommended that candidates get at least 50 
signatures in case some signatures cannot be verifi ed.
The three seats to be fi lled in the May 19, 2020 elec-
tion are for three-year terms. The seats are currently 
held by Krista Barringer, Damion Ferraro, and Susan 
Gage. Petitions must be returned to the district clerk 
in the superintendent’s offi  ce on or before 4:30 p.m. 
on Monday, April 20. The candidate drawing for bal-
lot position will be held the following day at 11 a.m.
To qualify for membership on the School Board, indi-
viduals must be able to read and write, be a qualifi ed 
voter of the district (a citizen of the U.S. at least 18 years 
of age or older and not a convicted felon or adjudged 
incompetent. Candidates must be and have been a 
resident of the district for at least one year prior to the 
election, but need not be a taxpayer. Candidates may 
not have been removed from any school district offi  ce 
within the preceding one year and may not reside with 
another member of the same School Board as a member 
of the same family. Individuals must not be a current 
employee of the School Board or simultaneously hold 
another incompatible public offi  ce.

Registration open for SUNY Ulster 
youth summer camps
Camp Ulster off ers day camps for ages 7-16 at SUNY 
Ulster’s Stone Ridge and Kingston campuses. A wide 
variety of topics will be covered in half- and full-day 
sessions, usually led by SUNY Ulster faculty and alumni 
with support provided by SUNY Ulster students. This 
year’s off erings include returning favorites such as the 
Summer Jazz Institute, Fashion Design Camp, Sena-
tor’s Soccer and Tay Fisher Basketball camps, fi gure 
drawing and painting, making your own fabric and 
nontoxic printmaking. New camps this year include 
Chess Wizards for all levels of ability and Recycled Arts 
& Mixed Media in which kids explore innovative ways 
to create upcycled art. Camps fi ll up very quickly. For 

more information or to register, visit www.sunyulster.
edu/campulster, email campulster@sunyulster.edu or 
call (845) 339-2025.

Education scholarships for women 
United Way’s Raising HOPE program has awarded 
$69,000 in academic scholarships since 2010 to women 
in Ulster County. Applications are being accepted now 
from Ulster County residents who identify as female, 
are high school graduates or the equivalent, and who 
have been accepted to a two- or four-year college or 
vocational/professional program. The deadline to ap-
ply is April 15. The awards will be paid directly to the 
school to off set tuition and book fees. Awards average 

approximately $2,000. Scholarship recipients chosen 
will be recognized at the AnniHOPE celebration on 
June 4 at Wiltwyck Golf Club in Kingston. Applications 
may be picked up at the United Way offi  ce at 450 Al-
bany Ave. in Kingston or downloaded at https://www.
ulsterunitedway.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/
Raising-HOPE-Scholarship-app2020_fi llable.pdf.

Library
The Saugerties Public Library is closed until further 
notice. Due dates have been extended and fi nes will 
be waived during this time. The decision on when to 
re-open will be made at a later date. For more infor-
mation, visit saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

Kudos to the Saugerties CSD cafeteria staff  who helped create 612 meals on Monday, March 23. These grab and 
go meal bags included 2 breakfasts and 2 lunches per student. They are are not only fi lling stomachs, but they 
are also warming hearts during this challenging time

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

— Featuring —
Interactive Music & Dance Class 

Therapeutic Music Circles  
Senior Yoga  •  Tai Chi

Strength & Balance Class

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 

in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

Call John: 845-551-1998
I’m The Guy To Keep You Dry

             • Basement Waterproofing
       • Crawl Space Repairs

 • Dehumidification
 • Structural Repair

   • Mold Remediation

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com




