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America’s public engineers
Dealing with the 
pandemic requires 
specialized 
building skills 

by Geddy Sveikauskas

T
he feds are good at 
building big things fast, 
especially in emergencies. 
And the COVID-19 pan-
demic has been a national 
emergency where such 

skills have been crucial, and where the 
decisions of when and how to deploy 
resources have had life-and-death con-
sequences.

Most Americans with an opinion 
on how physical resources ought to be 
marshaled in the war against the pow-
erful and dangerous virus admire that 
federal capacity. What Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) 
and the Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACE) did recently at the Javits Con-

vention Center in New York City and 
what the Defense Department did in 
deploying the USNS Comfort hospital 
ship to New York City provided awe-
some demonstrations of capability in 
an important cause.

On March 20, FEMA made federal 
emergency aid available to New York 
State to combat the COVID-19 pan-
demic. A federal cost share of 75 per-
cent became available for emergency 
protective measures for areas affected 
by COVID-19. 

Efforts focused on reducing the med-
ical supply-chain capacity gap. For the 
feds, this was an exercise in logistics. 
The initial goal was to relieve pressure 
on medical supply capacity. Doing so 
efficiently would save lives.

According to an April 8 release, 
FEMA then turned more toward a 
strategy of expanding domestic pro-
duction of these critical resources. That 
meant closer coordination and plan-
ning throughout the entire life of the 
emergency.

“Planning makes it possible to man-
age the entire life cycle of a potential 
crisis,” explained a FEMA playbook. 
“Strategic and operational planning es-
tablishes priorities, identifies expected 
levels of performance and capability 
requirements, provides the standard 
for assessing capabilities, and helps 
stakeholders learn their roles.”

Matt Ludwig, who lives with his wife 
and three boys in New Paltz, is a proj-
ect manager who delivers engineering 
services for the Army Corps of Engi-
neers. These days, Ludwig, who has an 

End of 
an era
New Paltz Agway 
shuts down for good

by Erin Quinn

A
fter having been a 
part of the New Paltz 
landscape for more than 
nine decades, Agway has 
closed its doors, mark-
ing the end of an era 

heavily defined by agriculture and in-
dependent businesses.

Customers expressed sadness and 
shock as they entered the farm-and-
garden retail shop last Wednesday, 
April 15, when they discovered that the 
doors were closing. “This is sad!” said 
Nathan Roddy, who was just stopping 
by to get some wildflower seeds and 
fertilizer, as he typically does every 
spring season. 

“This place has been here as long as 
I can remember,” he said. “This was 
where we got our rabbits. I bought all 
my lilac bushes here. We get our seeds 
and bulbs and fertilizer here every year. 
Agway is a big part of our agricultural 
history.”

According to longtime store man-
ager Debbie Dingee, several factors 
led to the decision by owner Sandra 
McDonald to sell the building and the 
multi-acre lot on which it rests. “Sales 
just haven’t been good for the past 
three to four years, and we’re not see-
ing the traffic we used to,” said Dingee, 
as she continued to answer customer 
questions and run the register on the 
final day of business. She let the clien-
tele know that all the products will still 
be available at their other Agway store, 
Mac’s Farm and Garden World in Red 
Hook. 

 “It’s a combination of the big-box 
stores moving in, online shopping, gro-
cery stores carrying so much of what 
we do, like pet food, and even selling 
plants,” she explained. “We also don’t 
have the farms that we used to have.”

That sentiment was echoed by Glen 
McCord, who worked at the original 
store (where the Salvation Army is 
now located) for eight years from 1983 
to 1990. “It was a much busier store 
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Matt Ludwig.

Insignia of the Army Corps of 
Engineers.

Post-pandemic 
ruminations
Once it’s safe to go out 
again, the tourist-focused 
businesses of New Paltz are 
likely to be quite different 
than anything before.
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office in the Federal Building in lower Manhattan, 
says he spends much of his time in Albany work-
ing with the governor’s office, coordinating the 
building of field hospitals and other infrastructure 
required to deal with the current pandemic.

The feds got good at logistics a long time ago, as 
early in the nation’s history as Valley Forge. The 
Corps of Engineers got its start in the Hudson Val-
ley more than a century and a half ago. Its insig-
nia bears a stylized image of the turreted medieval 
castle used as part of the Pershing barracks by the 
United States Military Academy at West Point. 
ACE boasts of being the largest public engineer-
ing design and construction management agency 
in the world.

Ludwig’s own work includes a long stint of co-

ordination on behalf of the Corps of Engineers of 
planning projects involving New York City’s water 
supply system. The agency’s initial responsibility 
had been to protect and maintain the navigable 
capacity of the nation’s waters. A certain amount 
of mission creep followed. “Changing public 
needs, evolving policy, court decisions and new 
statutory mandates have changed several aspects 
of the program including its breadth, complexity 
and authority,” explained the agency.

ACE technical help was needed to determine 
whether New York City, by far the largest munici-
pality in the nation that doesn’t filter its public 
water supply, could continue to avoid the ten-
billion-dollar expense involved in filtration. ACE 
also had regulatory authority. After New York City 
agreed to spend over a billion dollars in its upstate 
watersheds, a federal filtration waiver was grant-
ed. Another such agreement followed in 2018. 

With New York City hopefully beyond the 
worst of this wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it is an opportune time to focus on how close the 
overstrained healthcare facilities of the nation’s 
largest city came to system collapse. The coordi-
nated planning and provisioning of healthcare 
resources, the specialty of the Army Corps of En-
gineers, was tested. 

Governor Andrew Cuomo was the central figure 
in the New York drama. Ludwig felt the governor 
understood the scope and magnitude of the cri-
sis. He realized its high-risk urgency. He saw how 
quickly it was changing. He was in the forefront of 
understanding the imperfect modeling that went 
into resource allocation.

In cooperation with state officials and with 
FEMA, ACE assessed different sites and scenarios. 
Ludwig said he noticed the cooperative attitude of 
the contractor community. “They all asked, What 
can we do to help?” he said, “There was a degree 
of patriotism that impacts everyone. They felt, It’s 
everybody.”

A rock climber by avocation, Matt Ludwig 
likes many things about family life in New Paltz. 
Through his work, he’s now accumulated his share 
of experiences in the Hudson Valley. For instance, 
he says he misses the good pizza he used to get 
on Route 28 while he was meeting with New York 
City DEP officials near the aerators across the di-
viding weir separating the west and east basins of 
the Ashokan Reservoir.

He also recommends a walk on the newly opened 
13-mile Ashokan rail-trail along the Route 28 cor-
ridor – a significant watershed project which he 
had a role in bringing about.   

D I O N  O G U S T

Matt Ludwig.
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then,” said McCord, a native of the region who 
began working while he was attending New Paltz 
High School. “There was no competition from the 
big-box stores, and we had so many more farms 
then. There were tons of dairy farms, horse farms, 
chicken farms, agricultural farms…We sold so 
many tractors that we had to rent a barn to house 
them all in.” 

According to documents unearthed by Carol 
Johnson, coordinator of the Haviland-Heidgerd 
Historical Collection at the Elting Library, the 
original Agway building was constructed in 1938. 
To get started on that building, the founders first 
had to move an existing house built in 1886 from 
the Salvation Army lot to 16 Mulberry Street, just 
next to the entrance of the Moriello Pool and Park. 
“Agway actually started out as the Grange Federa-
tion League, a farmers’ cooperative with the farm-
ers getting a dividend at the end of each year,” ex-

plained Johnson. In 1964 the GFL merged with 
Agway, and the business operated with stockhold-
ers and a locally run board of directors that in-
cluded area farmers.

They had local farmers Pete Ferrante on the 
board, and Don Lenz, who had a chicken farm 
in Tillson. “We serviced all of those farms, and I 
remember when the train used to run behind the 
store and it would actually stop, so that we could 
unload some of the cars full of feed directly into 
our building,” said McCord. “We would sell twelve 
to 18 tons of feed a week sometimes. We sold 
chemicals, seeds, hay, fertilizers .… I had a deliv-
ery route I would go on every Friday that took me 
all over the county to different farms.”

Agway was then a one-stop shop for farmers 
and backyard gardeners alike. “We sold gas grills, 

lawnmowers, chainsaws, garden tractors and even 
had a repair shop. We also had a ton of perenni-
als and shrubbery and trees.” McCord remembers 
that every time it snowed he would have to drive 
to Benedictine Hospital to deliver two tons of rock 
salt for their parking lot. “It was hard work, but we 
took pride in it,” he said. During those days, there 
were a half-dozen Agways in the region, including 
ones in Gardiner, Pine Bush, Middletown, Mont-
gomery and Accord.

“Each year they would have a ‘spring cleanup’ 
contest to see who had the nicest store, and we 
would work like crazy cleaning every inch of that 
store. And New Paltz won almost every year that I 
was there. It was silly how hard we’d work scrub-
bing everything down.”

Rhe present building was constructed in 1987. 

There were at least two other owners, but Sandra 
and her husband Gary (who passed away last year) 
owned it for the past 19 years. 

While it moved away from being predominantly 
agricultural in nature, the “new” Agway still of-
fered all of the seeds, grains, mulch, fertilizer 
and hay that it had in the past. It also had a large 
outdoor nursery and garden shop. Inside, it grew 
to include a large array of pet supplies, birding 
supplies and products for all kinds of home land-
scaping needs like shovels, salt, sanders and mud 
boots. 

Each spring, local kids would beg their parents 
to take them to Agway to see the new batch of 
baby chickens for sale to those looking to do their 
own backyard chicken coops. “If it was spring all 
year, we’d do great!” said Dingee. “That’s our best 
time of year.”

Longtime Agway customer Ron Crovisier asked 
Dingee if she remembered that “big old angry or-
ange tabby cat that used to always be in the store.” 
She laughed. She did remember. “This is also my 
dog’s favorite store, because they give him a bis-
cuit every time we’d come in.” Aalthough he lives 
in Highland and is only a stone’s throw from the 
Lowe’s on Route 299, Crovisier “much prefers 
coming here. It’s really too bad [about its closing]. 
It’s just a friendly place to get all of the stuff I need 
for the garden, and it’s where I get my water soft-
ener and salt.”

The local Agway has weathered many differ-
ent economic shifts and storms. Everyone who 
stopped by that day and the weeks leading up to 
the official closure expressed their sadness and re-
gret that the owners had to close their doors.

Dingee was careful to note that the warm, invit-
ing, pet-friendly atmosphere that was a signature 
of the New Paltz Agway is still alive and well. The 
same offerings up will be available at her store in 
Red Hook: https://macsfarmandgardenworld.com.

The New Paltz property is currently for sale. A 
pending sale has fallen through.

End of an era
Continued from page 1

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

Agway in New Paltz closed its doors for good 
on April 15.
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Thank you 
for all the support and awesome notes Ulster Publishing has received during this unprecedented time. We feel so lucky to be a part of such wonderful communities.

Here is a note from one such supporter:

Thank you (also) for the excellence in journalism your organization presents. We LOVE the New Paltz paper and the Almanac, and have looked forward to Thursdays 
every week so we can enjoy it from start to finish. Having just moved here in September from Georgia, the paper has really helped us to get to know our new com-
munity. In fact, even prior to this point, when we were scouting out a place to retire, our NYC daughter recommended New Paltz, so we visited here several times over 
the course of two years. Each time we'd pull into town, we would buy the paper at Karma Road and then sit there, eating lunch, reading it, talking about it...We were 
always so impressed with how it portrayed the vibrant life of this town from politics to people to the arts to services to food to culture.....EVERYTHING we were looking 
for in our new home...so in a way, we can also say THANK YOU to Ulster Publishing for convincing us that we had indeed found our happy space. We LOVE it here in 
every way! Of course, like everyone else, we'd love it even more if we could go to all the places we came here for and could see all the people we have grown to love 
here!! LOL Anyway, stay well and keep up the good work!

Mary Ann Hand

We appreciate you reading our digital "print" paper. Also make sure to check out Village Voices updated daily on our website.

www.hudsonvalleyone.com  |  (845) 334-8200  |  info@ulsterpublishing.com
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HEALTHALLIANCE IS HERE  
FOR OUR COMMUNITY

Your Support Inspires Our  
Healthcare Heroes – Now, and Always

The magnitude of this community’s response to our healthcare heroes here at HealthAlliance and 
across the WMCHealth Network has been incredibly humbling, and it inspires our team – each and 
every day. There are no words to express how much this means as we take care of our neighbors, 
friends, and family members.

Protective Equipment
We want to assure our community that here at 
HealthAlliance, and across the WMCHealth Network, 
the safety of our patients and our workforce are our 
priorities. Like every healthcare organization in the 
nation, we are managing our supply use and source 
pipelines very carefully. WMCHealth currently has 
adequate PPE on hand and our conservation efforts 
are in line with CDC recommendations. These are 
in place to ensure that our use does not exceed 
our supply – now, or later. We have been working 
with New York State and the federal government, 
and they have provided additional PPE and medical 
equipment to address the number of patients we are 
caring for with COVID-19.  

Support is Available to All
Our workforce is deeply moved and energized by the 
voices of appreciation from our community and the 
many ways we see the showing of support. 

We recognize that members of the community also 
need support as you face significant stress and anxiety 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. To assist, we have 
established a free, confidential hotline to support 
our own workforce, as well as first responders and 
members of the community facing anxiety, challenges 
and hardship. This hotline, staffed by licensed and 
accredited professionals on our Behavioral Health 
team, is available 24/7 at 914-216-7733. We 
encourage you to utilize this service and communicate 
its availability to family and friends. 

We are so very proud of our team, and forever grateful  
for our community’s outpouring of support. 

We Appreciate Your Help
For those of you who want to further support our WMCHealthcare Heroes, here are three ways to do that 
with an immediate impact:

1.  MealTrain: We are returning positive energy to our community through our Meal Train program, 
which provides meals to our workforce while serving as an economic support for local businesses. 
To support local restaurants and delis, sign up for the programs supporting Kingston and 
Margaretville area businesses. hahv.org/mealtrain

2.  Donations: Your support is VITAL to our efforts to deliver the most advanced healthcare services 
in the Hudson Valley. Visit hahv.org/donate to donate to our hospitals.

3.  Sources of Appropriate Supplies: Many have reached out and we appreciate connections to 
legitimate resources for supplies. If you are aware of such resources in the community or have 
materials to donate, please contact us at Supplies@WMCHealth.org.
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Up in the air
Tenants and landlords 
cope with loss of income, 
housing uncertainty 

by Will Dendis 

A
round 22 million Americans 
and 1.2 million New Yorkers have 
filed for unemployment since the 
Coronavirus lockdowns took effect 
last month. The effect on rentals 
was almost immediate: One es-

timate concluded 1/3 of tenants didn’t pay their 
April rent when it was due. Evictions are on hold 
in New York State until June 19, sparing renters 
the immediate fear of homelessness. Beyond that, 
things are uncertain for tenants, who face anxiety 
over their shelter, and landlords, who could take 
a financial bath without more government help. 

Everything is a negotiation 
Aside from the state moratorium on evictions, 

and a similar federal moratorium that applies to 
the estimated 28 percent of units that are feder-
ally financed, there’s been no specific response 
taken to address the issue of tenants unable to 
make rent. According to Kingston real estate bro-
ker Nan Potter, who manages around 15 commer-
cial and residential properties, some tenants are 
paying their full rents, some are paying what they 
can, and some aren’t paying at all. 

“All my landlords are working with the tenants 
to figure out what’s best on an individual basis,” 
said Potter. “What I’m finding is that everybody 
is impacted. There’s nobody that isn’t impacted.”

New Paltz Village Trustee Alexandria Wojcik, li-
aison to the Village of New Paltz Landlord-Tenant 
Relations Council, said she’s heard about tenants 
and landlords who’ve been able to come to an un-
derstanding and others who have not. 

“There’s a big mix to be honest,” she said. 
Wojcik said many renters who haven’t been able 

to pay 100 percent of their rent are concerned 
about what will happen when the eviction mora-
torium is lifted- either outright eviction or non-
renewal of their lease. “A lot of people are freaked 
out about those down-the-road scenarios, while 
trying to make it work,” she said. 

Virus-related issues for renters aren’t restricted 
to payments. Wojcik mentioned her own landlord, 
who was responsive to her concerns about disin-
fecting the shared spaces at the building where 
she lives. Another issue is turnover: Many leas-
es in New Paltz end in June, which could mean 
searching for roommates or apartments, or allow-
ing landlords to show one’s current apartment, 
all while residents are supposed to be staying at 
home and interacting as little as possible. “How 
do any of us find our next apartment without 

putting ourselves and other people at real risk?” 
asked Wojcik.

Solutions, targeted and otherwise 
Some measures have already been taken to ad-

dress the problem. On the landlord side, federal 
legislation allows borrowers who have suffered 
hardship to push their mortgage payments to the 
end of their terms, allowing them to go up to 90 
days without paying. That program, administered 
through lenders, is going well, according to Pot-
ter. “Almost all the local banks were very agreeable 
to extend it,” she said. However, she pointed out 
that idea wouldn’t work well with renters because 
pushing several months’ worth of rent to the end 
of a year-long lease would still result in an expense 
most tenants couldn’t afford. 

Expanded unemployment benefits are also 
helping. Federal legislation added $600 a week to 
the state benefits, which range from $104 to $504 
depending on income. A huge increase in un-
employment claims in mid- to late-March over-
whelmed New York State’s system, but the state 
has hired hundreds of new workers and revamped 
its system to help process those claims, which are 
paid retroactively to when they were filed. 

State Sen. Jennifer Metzger (D-42) said around 
80 percent of the calls to her office have come from 
constituents having difficulty applying for unem-
ployment. Though she’s heard less from tenants 
and landlords, “with so many people unemployed, 
you worry about housing insecurity.”

She mentioned two bills introduced by State 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-12); the first would 
have suspended rent payments for tenants whose 
incomes were affected by COVID-19 for 90 days, 
and a revised version introduced after the stimu-
lus that would still require most affected tenants 
to pay rent, but cap it at 30 percent of their cur-
rent income (which for many would be whatever 
their unemployment benefits are). 

A similar bill by State Sen. Brian Kavanagh (D-

26) would provide housing vouchers to make up 
the difference between 30 percent of a household’s 
income and actual rent. The Kingston Common 
Council passed a memorializing resolution in sup-
port of this last week. 

Assembly Bill A10224A would suspend rents 
for affected tenants for 90 days. That bill, along 
with the earlier Gianaris bill, has the support of 
the New Paltz Village Board. 

Metzger said the Senate, which was supposed 
to return to session on Monday, will be operating 
remotely in the near future. “I know that mem-
bers of the State Senate are very concerned about 
housing insecurity and that this will be one of the 
top issues that we take up.”

But state action would depend on help from the 
federal government. New York’s revenues are fall-
ing and, as a state, it can’t run a deficit or print 
money. 

“It comes down to funding,” said Metzger. “We 
need another more significant relief package.”

That relief would come in the form of unre-
stricted aid to state and local governments, said 
Metzger. This week, Congress is expected to pass 
legislation with $500 billion to help small busi-
nesses and hospitals, but significant aid to state 
and local governments will have to wait for the 
next round. 

At the moment, there isn’t a lot of optimism. 
Wojcik said she expected fewer tenants will be 

able to make rent in May than in April. 
Potter, looking beyond the 90-day extent of 

most proposed legislation, sees lost income and 
difficulties for all involved. 

“I just think everybody is going to be in a real 
crummy situation at the end,” she said.
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News notes

Region | Personal protective equipment

Ulster BOCES staff make PPE
Ulster BOCES instructors from 
three programs are producing per-
sonal protection equipment, which is 
being donated to healthcare and es-
sential workers on the front lines of 
the battle against Covid 19. 

Engineering teacher Salvatore Li-
gotino is leading the charge on manu-
facturing protective face shields. Ligo-
tino, learned about a local retirement 
home asking for the college’s fashion 
department to make facemasks. Af-
ter researching open-source designs 
that use materials and supplies that 
are readily available, he designed his 
own specifications for face shields and 
turned his home into a face shield 
manufacturing plant. After laser cut-
ting the plastic shields, headbands 
and foam blocks that rest against the 
wearer’s forehead, he then uses the 3D 
printer to make fixtures that ensure 
the pieces are properly aligned when 
assembled. His goal is to produce 500 
pieces of Personal Protection Equip-
ment (PPE).

The parts manufactured in Ligo-
tino’s Ellenville residence, they travel 
down the production line to Stone 
Ridge, where automotive technology 
teacher Jamie Lucks and Ulster BO-
CES teaching assistant Michelle Rosu assemble and package them. During the weekend of 
April 10, the duo completed 50 face shields, which Lucks has delivered to a local nursing 
home. 

“We all know people that are vulnerable to this disease. Both the elderly and the immune-
suppressed are at a sizable disadvantage to this battle with Covid 19. If we can give the med-
ical heroes on the front lines some kind of advantage, then that’s what we’ll do,” says Lucks. 

Fashion design and merchandising teacher Nicole Foti and several of her students are 
also answering the call by volunteering with Circle Creative Collective, a charitable 501(C)
(3) organization based in Kingston, to sew face masks. Foti has made two dozen masks so 
far and says she will be making more soon. 

Student Mary Baker has already made a half-dozen masks from her home, and plans to 
make more. Baker says Foti sent her a video on how to make masks. After applying her sew-
ing knowledge, she figured it out. 

Baker donated her first batch to her employer who provides a curbside takeout food ser-
vice. “I decided to make them because they were in need and I wanted to help out,” Baker 
explained.

Thirty-three traffic tickets
State Police from the Highland barracks arrest-

ed Tevon D. Dickey, 19, of Newburgh, following a 
vehicle pursuit. According to police, at approxi-
mately 3:32 p.m. on Wednesday, April 15, a state 
trooper observed a white Nissan Altima speeding 
on State Route 299 in Lloyd. The operator of that 
vehicle was later identified as Tevon Dickey. 

The trooper initiated a traffic stop and Dickey 

failed to comply. The vehicle traveled on State 
Route 299 New Paltz and entered Interstate 87 
heading north. The pursuit covered 20 miles and 
ended in on Interstate 87 in Ulster. The vehicle 
came to a stop after running over spike strips de-
ployed by the state police. 

Dickey was taken into custody without incident. 
He was charged with reckless endangerment, un-
lawful fleeing an officer in a motor vehicle, both 

misdemeanors, unlawful possession of marijuana, 
a violation, and 33 vehicle and traffic=law viola-
tions.

Dickey was given an appearance ticket return-
able to the Rosendale court on June 9 at 5 p.m.

Increased Marbletown staffing
The Marbletown First Aid Unit (MFAU) has be-

gun bolstering its staffing as Ulster County rolls 
towards the projected Covid 19 apex. Its board 
approved additional hiring that would enable the 
squad to expand its response during the pandem-
ic. MFAU is recruiting and hiring experienced 
EMTs and experienced EMS drivers. The agency 
is also seeking experienced volunteers.

MFAU received $7500 from Marbletown to 
support the hiring. The funds are part of $20,000 
appropriated earlier as the town’s contribution 
to the not-for-profit squad. The funds will help 

P R O V I D E D

Ulster BOCES fashion design student Mary 
Baker, from the Kingston City School District, 
sewing face masks at home. Baker donated 
the masks to her employer, who provides a 
curbside takeout food service.
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Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
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• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible
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Anita Torsone 
Freer
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Director
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James Childs 
Jr.
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A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281
www.TorsoneMemorial.com
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SUNY | commencement

Virtual SUNY commencement 

SUNY New Paltz has rescheduled the 
postponed in-person May 2020 commence-
ment ceremonies to May 2021. The college will 
hold a virtual, pre-recorded commencement 
ceremony on May 22, 2020 at 1 p.m., in order 
to recognize candidates and graduates in this 
uncertain time. Those eligible to participate 
will be recognized individually through a slide 
show that features their degree, major, aca-
demic honors and a photo and quote of their 
choice. 

“Our number-one priority is to provide our 
graduates and candidates with the opportunity 
to return to campus for a safe, in-person com-
mencement celebration next year to recognize 
their years of hard work and accomplishments 
in earning a college degree,” said president 
Donald P. Christian. “While we initially con-
sidered a fall ceremony, the uncertainty of the 
pandemic’s timeline and the lack of a vaccine 
led us to conclude that a May 2021 in-person 
ceremony would be most prudent.”

The college will share additional details 
about a May 2021 in-person celebration at a later date. 

The virtual ceremonies will be available on a custom website begin-
ning at 1 p.m. (U.S. Eastern Standard Time) on Friday, May 22, so that 
the graduates and their families and friends can participate from any-
where in the world. The ceremony site will be available for a full year 

for repeat viewing or for those who are not able to tune in when the 
event website goes live.

The college will continue to share commencement-related updates 
and reminders via email, social media and the commencement web-
page at www.newpaltz.edu/commencement/.

R O B I N  W E I N S T E I N

Happier times at the SUNY New Paltz commencement in 2018.

finance hiring staff needed to assure complete 
coverage to meet peak demand, said chief Karen 
Pardini.

“More calls for possible Covid patients not only 
increase the volume of dispatches but also the 

time required for each response. We have to don 
PPE safety equipment when we enter a home, 
then later decontaminate both the ambulance and 
equipment,” Pardini said. “With commercial and 
local services maxed out with Covid transports, we 

are not only covering our town but lending mutual 
aid where needed. Yes, the stress on front-line re-
sponders as well as hospital staff is intense, but we 
are trained. All of this is within our wheelhouse. 
We are here for our community 100 percent.”
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Woodstock | community

Full pay during pandemic
Woodstock’s town board unanimously passed 

a measure last week allowing town government 
workers sidelined by the pandemic to continue re-
ceiving full pay. While many employees have the 
ability to work from home and remotely connect 
to their town computers, people in some posi-
tions, like those requiring manual labor, are not 
working or are on reduced schedules.

An executive order issued by governor Andrew 
Cuomo allows communities to continue to pay 
their government workforce. Workers deemed 
non-essential will be paid without having to ac-
crue vacation or sick time.

The sidelined workers may be asked to work 
modified schedules and will be required to be 
available to work when requested.

At the board’s regular meeting April 14 via vid-

eoconference, town clerk Jackie Earley thanked 
the town board on behalf of the employees for 
being supportive and making sure everyone was 
paid through the crisis.

Those employees still working have been very 
vigilant, supervisor Bill McKenna said. Many are 
taking working home with them and are available 
to other town officials and the general public by 
phone or email.

Usually at least one person in each department 
comes in to the office and picks up applications 
and other paperwork dropped off by the public in 
bins in the lobby at 45 Comeau Drive.

“We’re just on a limited basis as far as working 
with the public,” said Earley. “People have been 
very receptive” to the changes and they have been 
understanding.

McKenna commended employees for being 

available off-hours to answer his questions.
— Nick Henderson

Woodstock Planning Board, ZBA  
taking care of business during COVID-19

Can one zoom a public hearing? Could any of us 
have even imagined such a question three months 
ago?

Land-use issues have long been the key arena 
for news in Hudson Valley’s gentrified towns. 
Even before short-term rentals started changing 
the shape of our real estate markets a half decade 
past, planning board and zoning board of appeals 
meetings have been where town residents go to 
express concerns about the tonal shifts their home 
towns are facing. Housing developments, new 
restaurants and hotels, business expansions, and 
even driveways and swimming pools can provoke 

Isolated Woodstockers recruit moon howlers for 8 p.m.

When the peak of the pandemic was ravaging Italy, quaran-
tined Italians reclaimed their social bonds by coming out onto their 
apartment balconies in the evening to sing opera together. Spaniards 
leaned out their windows to clap and cheer for hospital workers pass-
ing by on their morning commute. Now Americans have found their 
own, more Western way of affirming solidarity while maintaining so-
cial distance: Each night at 8 p.m. local time, they’re stepping outdoors 
to howl at the moon.

By all accounts, the new custom began in the vicinity of Denver, Col-
orado, the brainchild of friends Shelsea Ochoa and Brice Maiurro. The 
Facebook group they started on March 27 to promulgate the practice, 
Go Outside and Howl at 8pm, now has more than 550,000 members. 
The founders meant to give people a way to let off steam and feel con-
nected. Others have decided to dedicate their neighborhoods’ nightly 
howlfests to commemorating healthcare providers, other essential 
workers or the victims of the virus. 

Members of the very busy Facebook group regularly post their intent 
to howl tonight in honor of a deceased or absent loved one, a family 
member struggling with mental illness or gender identity, a commu-
nity hero or organization that is staunchly providing needed services. 
There are threads for selfies, humor, pet pictures, art, music and recov-
ery stories.

The howling movement has already spread all over to countries as 
far-flung as Sweden, Cambodia, Egypt, New Zealand and Peru (half 
a dozen of the Facebook group members identified themselves in a 
poll as Wakandans). Participants are encouraged to post to social me-
dia using the hashtag #howlat8. And now Woodstockers are doing it, 
night after night, spurred on by Omega Institute co-founder Elizabeth 
Lesser.

“A few weeks ago, one of my sons sent me a video of a full-moon sky 
and the sound of howling in the distance. He explained that all over 

his area of Marin County, California, people were howling at 8 p.m., as 
a way of feeling connected to each other and their communities. Kind 
of like the feeling of solidarity wolves must feel in a wolf pack. Turns 
out, people are doing the same thing all over the country,” writes Lesser. 
“I decided to start a group here in Woodstock. We already are a very 
friendly, help-each-other-out neighborhood, so I had the e-mail ad-
dresses of about 20 families in the ‘hood. I e-mailed them and we began 
howling at eight. The first time we did it, I was filled with a sense of love 
for humanity! A beautiful early spring night, and the sounds of grown-
ups and children calling to each other across the hills and streams.”

Lesser’s daughter-in-law Eve Fox, who lives within earshot, was 
among the first neighbors to get on board. “We are a family of four 
(we have two boys ages ten and seven) who have taken to each howling 
from a different corner of our house, as it gives us the ability to hear 
the answering howls better. The kids love it, and sometimes set a timer 
to remind us when 8 p.m. rolls around each evening,” says Fox. She 
reports that another neighbor, A. C. Newman, lead singer of the band 
the New Pornographers, “has discovered that he has a very loud and 
musical howl.”

“In these times of grief and division and fear, I feel restored during 
the four or five minutes of howling each night,” Lesser says. “One night 
I went out to howl and it was just me. I now know how a lone wolf feels. 
Some nights my husband and I forget to howl. But most nights at least 
a few of us come together, call to each other and feel connected again.”

Meanwhile, in Kingston an effort is under way for local churches to 
ring their bells at 7 p.m. to thank and support local healthcare work-
ers, with neighbors encouraged to join in by cheering, banging pots 
and pans or chiming in on social media. The hashtag for this effort 
is #LetKingstonRing. To learn more about the international howling 
movement, visit www.facebook.com/groups/howlat8.

— Frances Marion Platt

D I O N  O G U S T

   8April 23, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing

http://www.facebook.com/groups/howlat8


Can you put Will’s “Up in the air” story on page 5 so 
all the notes pages are on facing pages?

 

On all the covers capitalize I in insignia under logo.

 

Make sure the page numbers on the bottom tags are 
correct.

 

On page 3 of Kingston Times, please add this cap-
tion: Chelsea Becker and Allison Gaston, owners of 
Sav-On Party Rental, stand with their tents, which 
are being used as a COVID-19 testing site at Tech 
City in Kingston.

 

On the Saugerties cover tag on the bottom, add Sau-
gerties so it reads Saugerties village budget.

 

On first page of news notes take out news of New 
Paltz, Kingston, Saugerties and beyond – since the 
have their own pages this week.

 

On page 17, Dion’s name is too close to the picture.

 

SRO crowds decrying the onslaught of outside 
forces.

But with public meetings halted during New 
York State’s current lockdown, and many mu-
nicipal volunteer boards only just starting to meet 
again, either online or occasionally via socially-
distanced in-person gatherings, we started to 
wonder whether the same forces pummeling our 
economy have also been riding havoc on our plan-
ning processes.

Not in Woodstock, according to those who 
should know.

“The ZBA had a quick meeting to vote on an 
outstanding variance request involving a shed, 
with three members in attendance sitting six feet 
apart,” said Woodstock supervisor Bill McKenna 
this week. “Now they’ve got only one other appli-
cation on hold.”

We asked McKenna about the planning board, 
which has had no pending or past agenda posted 
for weeks now.

He said the secretary for the board was planning 
to sit in on the town board’s next meeting, to be 
held on Zoom the evening of April 21, and a plan-
ning board workshop session has been planned 
for April 30 “as a test run.”

McKenna said that there are no closed public 
hearings with timelines at present, and only one 
application – from Verizon for a proposed anten-
na change on the tower they utilize on Overlook 
Mountain, that has a deadline.

“Their attorney was quick to point out the Federal 
Communication Commission’s 60-day stop clock,” 
the supervisor noted. “I pointed out that I’d still 
need to sign whatever the planning board decided 
and wouldn’t be doing so until they were ready.”

McKenna added that the tower changes in-
volved 4G and not 5G technology, which has 
proved controversial in Woodstock and other 
Hudson Valley communities. He further pointed 
out that some other high-profile planning issues 
of the past year, including the international lodg-
ing company Selina’s plans to create a new home 
at the former Lodge at Woodstock, as well as a 
proposed store/restaurant at the corner of Route 
212 and Mink Hollow Road, were in the midst of 
changes on the applicants’ side.

“Beyond all that, our zoning changes and hous-
ing committees have been meeting on Zoom,” the 
supervisor added.

Woodstock Planning Board consultant Mat-
thew Rudikoff, a noted veteran of land-use issues 
throughout the region, further clarified that “the 
whole issue of time frames in SEQRA (the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act) doesn’t re-
ally play much of a role,” delineating where time 
frames DO matter.

At the start of a coordinated review for a major 
project facing a full EIS review, he said, there is a 
30-day timeline for interested parties to respond 
to an agency’s declaration of lead status in a pend-
ing review. If there’s no response, the declaring 
agency automatically becomes lead.

There’s also a 20-day requirement for a review-

ing agency to declare a “determination of sig-
nificance” on an application, although Rudikoff 
added that “usually extensions are permitted as 
information is gathered” and few pay attention to 
a requirement for a final determination 20 days 
after all information is in since more can always 
be requested.

Other timelines apply when project applications 
are determined to have a “positive declaration,” 
meaning they need full review. Mostly they have 
to do with the creation of “scoping documents” by 
an applicant, outlining their area of further review 
and final notices of completion.

“There really are no solid time-frame issues,” 
Rudikoff said as he spoke about the effects the 
long Belleayre Resort application process, and its 
many legal and political complications, had on lo-

cal residents’ expectations.
He added, however, that “subdivisions can be a 

completely different matter,” although there are 
none pending in Woodstock or environs.

On another front, we checked in with Wood-
stock town attorney Rod Futerfas in regards to 
any pending lawsuits the town might be facing, in-
cluding one from disgruntled home owner Thom-
as Auringer, who’s also got a complicated pending 
business application before the Town of Kingston 
planning and town boards that’s currently on hold 
awaiting further public hearings.

“All paperwork is in the judge’s hands awaiting 
a decision,” Futerfas pointed out. “But the courts 
are closed and there’s no access to any court files. 
So no idea when we’ll hear on any pending cases.”

— Paul Smart

D I O N  O G U S T

Jogger John taking the necessary precautions in Woodstock.

Jean Collins
A Wonderful Woodstock Life

On Saturday, April 18, 2020, 
Jean Collins, beloved mother 
of four children, passed away 
peacefully of natural causes at 
the age of 88. Jean was born on 
May 1, 1932 in Albany, NY and 
lived in Woodstock for almost 
60 years.
Jean was preceded in death 
by her first husband James W. 
Collins, her second husband 
Artie Jackson, her grandson 
Bernard Jr., and her son Robbie. 
Jean is survived by three 
children—Susie, Linda and 
Jimmy; three grandchildren—
Elizabeth, Bernadette and 
Brandon; and six great grandchildren.
Jean was best known for her sweet disposition, compassionate spirit and her love of hats, 
reading, gardening, dancing and of course the people, town and spirit of Woodstock. In the 70's 
Jean opened a vintage hat and clothing store in Woodstock called Jean's Hats and Artifacts. On 
the first warm day in Spring Jean could be seen sitting in front of her shop on Rock City Road 
mending and adorning a pulchritudinous vintage hat.
In commemoration of Jean's life, May 1st shall now, by decree, be Jean's Hat Day—#JeansHatDay. 
On this day and forever after, the good and gentle folk of Woodstock shall adorn and don their 
favorite hat!
Jean's memorial will be held in Woodstock, time and place to be announced. To receive a personal 
invitation please contact Jimmy at sidhasuccess@gmail.com and put “Jean's Memorial” in the 
subject line.
Online condolences may be left for the family on Jean's Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/jean.collins.16718
The family has designated Family of Woodstock or the Woodstock Artists Association and 
Museum for memorial contributions.

Call John: 845-551-1998
I’m The Guy To Keep You Dry

             • Basement Waterproofing
       • Crawl Space Repairs

 • Dehumidification
 • Structural Repair

   • Mold Remediation

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations 
You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters
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New Paltz | community

Structure fire kills resident
According to the New Paltz Fire Department, 

one resident and two pets died in a fire on Pamal 
Lane in the Town of New Paltz on Friday evening, 
April 17 

Firefighters responded to reports of a possible 
structure fire around 6 p.m. on Friday. They found 
fire on the second floor in the kitchen and dining 
room of the home. The fire was subdued within 20 
minutes. Firefighters were assisted by the Ulster 
County Department of Emergency Services, the 
Division of Fire Services and the Division of Fire 
Investigation. The cause of the fire is still under 
investigation.

According to the fire department, the fire does 
not appear to be suspicious at this time. Fire of-
ficials are continuing their investigation.

Still no fireworks, please
Despite the stir-craziness no doubt resulting from 

a planetary pandemic, chief Cory Wirthmann of the 
New Paltz Fire Department is still worried about what 
could happen if the ban on open fires is ignored. He was 
reached for comment after expressing concern over ille-
gal fireworks that were set off in town last week, which 
could also ignite brush during the relatively arid condi-
tions this time of year.

“I just want to remind everyone that the burn 
ban is still in effect,” he wrote in an email. “It stays 
in effect until May 14, unless state officials deter-
mine a longer period of time is needed based on 
ground conditions.

The lifelong resident of New Paltz understands 
what’s going on. “There are a lot of people out of 
work right now, and understandably perform-
ing some spring cleanup,” he said. “This mainly 
includes brush cleanup. The Town of New Paltz 
will still be performing their brush [pickup ser-
vice], but at a later date [beginning April 27] as a 
good alternative to burning.” The more expansive 
village cleanup has been postponed to a date un-
certain.

“Fireworks pose an extremely dangerous prob-
lem,” the chief continued, “as hot ash from the ex-
plosion can carry for a long distance in the air. If 
the ash does not cool by the time it reaches the 
ground it may cause a spot fire, which could lead 
to a brush fire. With no leaves on the trees, the 
sunlight reaches the ground leaves, which will 
dry them out faster so no matter how recent a 
rain might have occurred it doesn’t take much to 
dry out. It’s particularly windy this time of year 
as well, allowing airborne ash to travel farther, 
and additionally fuel any potential fire with large 
wind-driven volume of oxygen.” That’s something 
people who enjoy the outdoors likely understand, 
he said: “Anyone who’s ever started a campfire 
knows to blow on the ignited kindling to create 
larger flames.”

The fire chief understands the difficulties of the 
season. “I understand we’re in semi-uncharted 
territory with this pandemic and everyone is try-
ing their best to keep heads up,” he said. “Fire-
works always put a smile on most people’s faces, 
but this time of year is extremely dangerous. Our 
emergency services, including the fire depart-
ment, have their hands full with pandemic-relat-
ed calls and directives. An unnecessary brush fire 
would only complicate and exhaust our already 
busy fire department trying to stay brave in this 
time of uncertainty.”

— Terence P Ward

Virtual book reading 
The Gardiner Library will host a virtual book 

reading with local author Carol Bergman via 
Zoom this Sunday, April 26 from 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m. To attend this event, email nlane@rcls.org 
for the Zoom link. Bergman will share a few words 
about her life as a writer and how her first murder 
mystery and political thriller Say Nothing -- set 
in the Hudson Valley -- was inspired and created. 
She will read an excerpt from her book followed 
by a Q&A. 

A college admissions and financial Aid work-
shop with Elizabeth Levine will take place vir-
tually via Zoom on Wednesday, April 29 from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required by  
visiting https://www.signaturecollegecounseling.
com/college-presentations/. The Zoom link will 
be emailed upon completing the online form. 

For directions or further information, visit www.

gardinerlibrary.org or the library’s Facebook page.

Brush pick-up for town
New Paltz will begin its spring brush clean-up on 

April 27. Do not tie your brush. Simply place it at the 

edge of your property without impeding the roadway. 
This will not be a leaf clean-up. The town will pick up 
stacks of clippings, branches and fallen tree or branch 
debris.

If you have questions, call Dawn at 255-5050. 

New Paltz | business

Post-pandemic ruminations

Once it’s safe to go out again, the tourist-focused businesses of New Paltz are 
likely to be quite different than anything before. That’s an expectation held by some local 
entrepreneurs, which they discussed during an online forum last Thursday.

Michelle and James Walsh, owners of Mudd Puddle Coffee Roasters & Cafe and the Gar-
diner-based Yard Owl Brewery, were the guest speakers at this week’s forum. Both of their 
businesses have been shuttered to on-site customers since March 16/

While the brewery has ample space, the cafe is tiny. Social distancing not very feasible 
given its layout. The Walshes are renovating the space to make customers feel safe coming 
inside. There will also be less indoor seating, and they are expecting that fewer people will 
want to pay with cash, which is a stark contrast for a shop where credit cards weren’t even 
accepted just a few months back.

The idea of social-distance restrictions makes Lagusta Yearwood, owner of Commissary 
and Lagusta’s Luscious, “nervous” Before the mass closure, her employees moved tables 
apart, and customers “pulled them back together.” 

Theresa Fall, who owns the Jar’d Wine Pub and co-owns the Parish restaurant in Water 
Street Market where Mudd Puddle is located, echoed those concerns. “We get through the 
winter because of the summer,” she said, when the money is made to pay the rent for the 
year. Fall has been approved for funding under the payroll protection program for one busi-
ness, which may soften that blow. 

The Walshes said that all their employees were college students whose families wanted 
them back home; they are expecting to run the cafe with only the help of their eldest daugh-
ter for the time being, according to James. He’ll manage Yard Owl on his own.

As the economic shutdown continues, business will continue to be operated in new and 
unusual ways. Yearwood said that “selling a pound of asparagus with a latte” is not out of 
the question to bring money in. The new New Paltz may feature a lot less customer contact 
and a lot more unusual pairings.

— Terence P Ward

D I O N  O G U S T

Downtown New Paltz.

Mr. K's
Painting & Remodeling

(518)-291-8322
mrkspainting@gmail.com

@mrksremodel
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projects 
are you

planning?

Bath & Kitchen
Sagging Floors

Interior/Exterior
Painting

Wall Repair
Presale
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Donations for students in need 
SUNY New Paltz has raised more than $13,000 

since March 31 to help students facing unexpected 
need during the virus crisis, Some 87 donations 

from alumni, faculty, staff and other donors came 
in over the last two weeks in response to an appeal 
by the SUNY New Paltz Foundation. The gifts will 
support the College’s Student Crisis Fund and the 

Crossing the Finish Line fund.
“We’ve been encouraged to see how many indi-

viduals are asking how to support students during 
this extraordinary time,” said vice president for de-
velopment and alumni affairs Erica Marks. “Both 
the Student Crisis Fund and the Crossing the Fin-
ish Line fund give students hope by responding 
quickly to their needs in very difficult times.”

The gifts will meet immediate student needs, 
such as expenses for traveling home, food or 
healthcare. This is not tuition relief but support 
for essential academic or basic needs.

The Crossing the Finish Line Fund supports 
juniors and seniors when emergency financial 
challenges impact their ability to complete their 
academic program. Every gift to this fund (up to 
$100,000) will be matched by two anonymous 
donors.

Since the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year 
through April 10, the college has raised nearly 
$150,000 for emergency funds.“Students are go-
ing through so much uncertainty right now,” said 
Marks. “Emergency funds help provide them with 
much-needed stability as they continue their aca-
demic journey. Knowing someone cares about 
their success is a powerful motivator.”

Water project funded
New York City taxpayers will be funding a major 

project intended to reduce the dependence of lo-
cal water district users on the water piped down-
state. According to New Paltz village mayor Tim 
Rogers, the project includes acquiring land for a 
well field pursuant to health regulations, siting 
and building six wells near the water treatment 
plant on Mountain Rest Road and in Moriello 
Park. Thye will need to be certified as sources of 
drinking water. 

The intergovernmental agreement has been ap-
proved by attorneys for New York City’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and, the office 
of the city’s comptroller.

Expanding primary water sources are needed so 
that the Catskill aqueduct san meet the demand 
while the larger and newer Delaware aqueduct is 
repaired. Periodic shutdowns will help clear the 
bio-film buildup that has reduced the aqueduct’s 
capacity.

New Paltz lacked even a secondary system when 
these plans were first proposed, and negotiations 
under Rogers’ leadership won the agreement to 
help finance a primary system. That will benefit 
water users, as the price of water purchased from 
the aqueduct has risen 289% in the past 16 years, 
according to the mayor. Some 60% of all water in 
the municipal supply presently comes from that 
source.

— Terence P Ward

Garden Club cancels
The New Paltz Garden Club has cancelled its spring 

public programming due to concerns over the corona-
virus. The club hopes to resume its programming in the 
fall.

New Paltz | police

Lucchesi takes over
Robert Lucchesi will officially 
become the New Paltz police chief on 
April 25, although he’s been largely 
doing that work already.

Until he leaves the station at 3:30 
p.m. on April 24, Joe Snyder will still 
officially be in charge. “I am just over-
seeing operations, and here to answer 
any last-minute questions,” said Sny-
der. “Other than that, lieutenant Luc-
chesi and lieutenant Butler are han-
dling everyday operational needs.”

Snyder is pleased with how the tran-
sition has been accomplished. “I an-
nounced that I would be retiring back 
in July or August, as I knew it would 
take time to complete the transition 
in a smooth fashion,” he said. “Never 
did any of us imagine that we would 
be going through a pandemic like we 
are today.”

He was leaving the department in 
good hands, he said. There was no 
need, due to the pandemic, for him to 
alter his originally planned retirement 
date, Anyway, he’s “just a phone call 
away if any questions arise.”

Unfortunately, plans for a cake or 
party to honor the longtime police 
chief will have to be put on hold. “I 
am sure there will be some officers 
and colleagues that may be present 
as I walk out for the last time, and of 
course my immediate family. We will 
be sure to keep [to] social distancing during my departure. I am disappointed that I will 
not be able to give a hug to every one of our officers. The NPPD family has been a part of 
my life for 32 years. Any retirement gatherings will be planned down the road in the future 
once this pandemic passes.”

— Terence P Ward

T E R E N C E  P  W A R D

Robert Lucchesi is set to take on the mantle 
of New Paltz Police Chief as of April 25.

D I O N  O G U S T

A sign at the New Paltz Gardens for Nutrition.
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 Kingston/Saugerties | community

Kingston parents charged in 
drowning of six-month-old

Two Kingston parents face felony charges after 
their six-month-old child drowned while unsu-
pervised in a running bathtub “for a substantial 
amount of time” yesterday evening. Jordan E. Bal-
com, 29, and Ashante D. Inniss, 26, were charged 
with criminally negligent homicide.

According to police, responding members of the 
Kingston Police Department, along with mem-
bers of the Kingston Fire Department and Mobile 
Life Ambulance, found the child unresponsive 
upon responding to a call lodged by the parents 
from their Gill Street home at approximately 6 
p.m. reporting the possible drowning; the child 

died shortly after they were transported to Kings-
ton Health Alliance Hospital.

Balcom, said police, was charged with the felony 
of criminally negligent homicide, punishable by a 
maximum of four years in prison. In addition to 
the charge of criminally negligent homicide, In-
niss was charged with the first-degree felony of 
criminal contempt stemming from an earlier inci-
dent that day in which he allegedly violated a no-
harass order of protection. Currently, the pair is 
being held awaiting their arraignment; represen-
tatives from the Kingston Police Department were 
not immediately available for comment.

The Kingston Police Department was assisted 
by the Ulster County District Attorney’s office and 

investigators from the Ulster County Child Advo-
cacy Center.

— Christina Coulter

Free mental-health resources
O+ and Samadhi have launched Kingston 

Frontline, which provides free, confidential 
mental health services for all essential workers, 
including healthcare, custodial, delivery, mail, 
transportation, farm, grocery, municipal, utility 
and domestic workers. It’s also for community 
organizers and volunteers who are keeping their 
neighbors fed and connecting them to vital ser-
vices and housing.

Essential workers calling Kingston Frontline 
will speak with a trained responder, who will con-
nect them to appropriate resources, including 
licensed clinical therapists and support groups. 
This mental health hotline is staffed 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.

Saugerties man arrested for violating an 
order of protection for the third time

Donald E. Degroat of Saugerties, 51, violated a 
court-issued restraining order for the third time 
since September of 2019 on the evening of April 
19, resulting in his incarceration at Ulster County 
Jail in lieu of $500 bail after a virtual arraign-

Saugerties | budget

Saugerties village budget hearing extended for one month

The Saugerties Village Board received 
no comments on the proposed 2020-2021 
budget at its regular meeting on Monday, April 
20. Comments would have had to be made on-
line or by phone, as the meeting was held via 
teleconferencing.

The budget calls for an increase in spending 
from this year’s $2.250 million to $2.430 mil-
lion, an increase of 3.4 percent. The amount 
to be raised in taxes is $1,780 million, up 2.26 
percent from this fiscal year’s $1.740 million; 
the tax rate per $1,000 in assessed value is 
projected to fall from $6 to $5.90 as a result 
of increases in the total assessed value in the 
village.

The budget includes income of $25,000 
each from the Town of Saugerties and contrac-
tor John Mullen towards the purchase of weed 
harvesting equipment to be purchased from 
Zdanek Ulman, also known as “Z,” who has 
provided weed removal services for the village 
but is dropping that business to concentrate 
on diving, his main business venture.

The budget calls for the mayor’s annual sal-
ary to remain at $10,200, and the trustees’ 
salaries to remain at $3.600 each.

While in-person public comment is closed, comments by mail will be 
accepted up to the next board meeting on May 4. Comments may be 
sent to the Village of Saugerties at 43 Partition Street, Saugerties, NY 
12477-1134 or emailed to lmayone@villageofsaugerties.org.

While the budget remains unchanged from the board’s earlier pre-
sentation, trustee Donald Hackett proposed a reconsideration of the 
$5,000 allocated for an attorney specializing in labor negotiations. Ne-
gotiations have generally worked out amicably, and neither the village 
nor the unions representing the employees has taken disagreements to 

court. The village’s regular attorney, Benjamin Neidl, should be able to 
handle any disputes that come up.

Trustee Terry Parisian said having a specialist attorney on call could 
save the village a good deal of money if a dispute were to arise that 
would lead to a lawsuit involving employees or a union. Court action 
could be extremely costly, and having a lawyer on retainer is insurance 
against such expenses.

The question may be discussed further, but the budget was not 
amended, and any changes would be held over until next year’s budget. 

— David Gordon

L A U R E N  T H O M A S

The Saugerties village budget calls for an increase in spending from this year's $2.250 
million to $2.430 million, an increase of 3.4 percent.

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

The Henry Hudson (left) and Stuyvesant statues (right) in uptown Kingston.

Davis
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ment. Degroat, who police said is transient and 
has no home address, went to the victim’s address 
and engaged her in a domestic dispute. He fled 
the scene upon the arrival of police at 8:21 p.m., 
and was not located until the next day on April 
20; a investigation revealed that Degroat had “re-
peatedly” violated the order of protection since his 
last arrest. He accrued the felony charges of first-
degree criminal contempt of a court order and ag-
gravated family offense.

“Now the courts, once you violate a court order 
of protection so many times, can put bail on the 
individual [under the new bail reform system],” 
said Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra. “Obvi-
ously, he doesn’t listen to what the judge tells him. 
The judge tells him that he needs to not harass 
this person and he ignores that, [so] bail has been 
put on him by the court.”

On February 20, according to police, Degroat 
allegedly stalked the same victim to “various lo-
cations in the Town of Saugerties” and called her 
repeatedly to tell her that he was watching her and 
knew her location. On December 8, police said, 
Degroat allegedly caused physical injury to the 
victim and on September 22, Degroat violated a 
court order issued in March by striking the same 
victim in the head with a broom handle in the vi-
cinity of her child. 

— Christina Coulter

Fatal car crash in Saugerties
On Wednesday, April 22 at approximately 1:22 

a.m., Saugerties police responded to a 911 call in-
volving a one-car crash on State Route 9W in the 
area of Sunoco. When officers arrived, they found 
a 2000 Honda Accord that had hit a utility pole 
on the east shoulder of the road. The driver had 
to be extricated from the vehicle and was treated 
by paramedics from Diaz Ambulance and then 
airlifted to Albany Medical Center. A passenger in 
the vehicle sustained fatal injuries and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Saugerties police are continuing their investiga-
tion into the cause of the crash. The identity of the 
vehicle operator and passenger are being withheld 
pending notification to next of kin.

Saugerties police were assisted at the scene by 
the Glasco Fire Department, Diaz Ambulance, Li-
feNet Medivac, the Ulster County Sheriff ’s office 

and New York State Police

Saugerties man charged with 
harassment and menacing with a 
hammer following rent dispute

On Tuesday, April 21, Saugerties police respond-
ed to a report of a fight in progress at 108 Livings-
ton Street in the Village of Saugerties. Upon arriv-
al, officers  interviewed Aguilar-Martinez  and two 
reported victims. The victims reported that Agui-
lar-Martinez had started an argument with them 

over rent money. During the argument, Aguilar-
Martinez, who was inebriated, allegedly pushed 
one of the victims and then displayed a hammer 
and threatened the two victims with harm.

Aguilar-Martinez was taken into custody and 
transported to the Saugerties Police Department 
where he was processed on two counts of menac-
ing and one count of harassment. He was virtually 
arraigned and released on his own recognizance 
upon the court issuing an Order of Protection on 
behalf of the victims.

ACCIDENT AND INJURY ATTORNEYS
Michael E. Catalinotto • Michael E. Catalinotto, Jr.

Adam T. Mandell

Representing Victims of Accidental Injury or Death  
in the Saugerties Community for Over 50 years

CALL TODAY 246-3668
3154 Route 9W, Saugerties NY 12477 • www.maynardinjurylaw.com

Maynard, O’Connor, Smith & Catalinotto, LLP
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Local Herbs for Local People

Our shop has 
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to place an order of locally + organically 

grown, vibrant medicinal herbs and herbal 
remedies.  Now have in stock: local Nettle, 

Lemon Balm, Echinacea, Calendula, 
Burdock Root and many others.
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Frontline cover girl
Time Magazine cover 
features veteran New Paltz 
Rescue EMT Alanna Badgley

by Erin Quinn

“We’re being asked to risk our lives for something. 
I feel like I’ve been drafted.”

– Alanna Badgley, 28,  
a paramedic serving Westchester County

T
his is the quote on the front cov-
er of the April 9 edition of Time Mag-
azine. It belongs to the woman who 
is pictured on the same cover, in a 
medical mask, looking both focused 
and exhausted – but that’s all we can 

read from her eyes, cast downwards.
“I think I was listening to a dispatch call when 

they took that shot,” said Alanna Badgley, a gradu-
ate of New Paltz High School and a longtime vol-
unteer with the New Paltz Rescue Squad. “But I 
had no idea I was going to be on the cover. That 
really caught me off-guard. If you know me, I’m 
not someone who likes to be in the spotlight.”

This is coming from a woman who is at the front-
line of the COVID-19 battle, picking up, treat-
ing and transporting patients from what was the 
original epicenter of the virus in New York State: 
New Rochelle. “They [Time Magazine] called me 
because I’m the president of the International As-
sociation of EMTs and Paramedics (IAEP) Local 
20,” Badgley explained.

“The reporter wanted to do a ride-along with me 
to see what a day-in-the-life was like, but that wasn’t 
safe.” Instead, Badgley allowed the reporter to trav-
el with her during her fly-car shift. “Fly car means 
that I’m an advanced life-support supplement to 
EMT-only crews (who provide basic life support),” 
said Badgley. “So I am a paramedic in an SUV with 
all my gear etc., but no ambulance or partner. If a 
crew gets to a call and needs more advanced care 
than they can provide, they call me and I go and 
take over patient care and hop on the ambulance 
with them.”“Our company is Empress EMS. It’s very 
similar in structure to Mobile Life that we have up 
by New Paltz.” Her company services New Rochelle, 
Mount Vernon and Yonkers, all which have been hit 
hard by the novel coronavirus.

“It’s been nonstop,” she said, “but this week I 
feel like it’s slowed down somewhat. I’m scared 
to even say that.” Asked what has been the most 
challenging part of serving on the frontlines of 
this highly contagious and deadly virus, Badgley 
replied, “There are really two components to it: 
There’s the medical side of things, and that’s been 
challenging because we don’t understand this vi-
rus. That’s why they call it the ‘novel’ coronavirus: 
because it’s new to us. We’re learning things every 
day and figuring out how it symptomizes and what 
to look for and sharing stories with one another, 
so that we can get a clearer understanding of it.

“And then there’s the psychological component. 
I think the hardest part for me is that moment 
when families realize that they can’t go in the am-
bulance with their loved one; that they won’t be 
able to visit them in the hospital; that they might 

not see them for a long time.” Badgley said that 
those moments are fraught with fear, anxiety and 
crippling sadness. “All we can do is to try and pro-
vide them comfort and let them know that we’re 
going to do everything we can to take care of their 
loved one.”

According to Badgley, it was ironically refresh-
ing to be with a journalist for the day, because “I 
was able to talk with someone who wasn’t an EMT 
or physician or patient. That hasn’t happened in 
what seems like a long time!”

The paramedic also feels that her time with New 
Paltz Rescue has helped prepare her in ways that 
she thinks about constantly right now. “I began 
working for New Paltz Rescue in 2011. Even when 
I went to undergraduate at Wesleyan, I would 
come home and work on the weekends and work 
with them over the summer. Their leadership and 
professionalism taught me so much. They laid the 
foundation for me. And I try and bring that com-
munity feel to my work here. Yes, we’re in a much 
more densely populated area, and I don’t have 

those longer drives to get to know the patients like 
I did in New Paltz; but I really try to connect and 
establish relationships, even if I have less time to 
do it in. It’s a critical component to what we do.”

Badgley worked as an EMT for New Paltz for 
several years, and then decided to enroll in St. 
John’s University to become a paramedic. She 
moved down to Yonkers. “I still work as a per-
diem paramedic for New Paltz, but don’t have as 
many shifts as I’d like to, because that’s home to 
me,” she said. “There’s a real ‘We’re in this togeth-
er’ camaraderie that they’ve achieved that helps 
sustain you through hard times.”

These are tough times, and Badgley said she felt 
that the story captured what they’ve been going 
through. “It took me a long time to realize that 
the picture I was looking at was actually on the 
front cover of the magazine! I couldn’t wrap my 
mind around it.” And then it was time to go back 
to work.

From the Class of 2009 to the front cover of 
Time: Masks off to you, Alanna Badgley.

B R A N D O N  R E E V E S

Alanna Badgley.

FRESH LOCAL
SHIITAKE

and OYSTER 
MUSHROOMS

Delivered to your door 
in the Saugerties area

1½-pound share — $15

These are not commercial shiitakes grown 
on substrate imported from China.

Call 845.706.1154

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER

   14April 23, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing



Can you put Will’s “Up in the air” story on page 5 so 
all the notes pages are on facing pages?

 

On all the covers capitalize I in insignia under logo.

 

Make sure the page numbers on the bottom tags are 
correct.

 

On page 3 of Kingston Times, please add this cap-
tion: Chelsea Becker and Allison Gaston, owners of 
Sav-On Party Rental, stand with their tents, which 
are being used as a COVID-19 testing site at Tech 
City in Kingston.

 

On the Saugerties cover tag on the bottom, add Sau-
gerties so it reads Saugerties village budget.

 

On first page of news notes take out news of New 
Paltz, Kingston, Saugerties and beyond – since the 
have their own pages this week.

 

On page 17, Dion’s name is too close to the picture.

 

Badge  
of honor
Scott Schaffrick promoted 
to chief of Rosendale Police

by Frances Marion Platt

D
eciding which laws to enforce 
aggressively and which to let slide in 
an effort to minimize social contact 
and contamination is a challenge 
that police now face. While there 
may be fewer instances of drunk 

and disorderly conduct in public places when the 
bars close, officers must be alert to the rising like-
lihood of domestic violence incidents as tensions 
rise within families quarantined together.

So one might say that former Rosendale chief 
Perry Soule, who stepped down from his post on 
March 11 to accept a position in the private sector, 
got out while the getting was good. “It was well-
timed” is how his replacement, former deputy 
chief Scott Schaffrick, puts it, with a laugh. “He 
had been planning it for some time.”

Chief Schaffrick was officially appointed to take 
over Soule’s job by a vote of the town board on 
April 8 -- at a virtual meeting, after the one sched-
uled for April 1 was canceled. “That was probably 
for the best, because it was April Fools’ Day,” he 
jokes. With all participants communicating from 
their homes, the transfer of power was “very un-
ceremonious,” conducted without the usual inves-
titure ritual, photo ops and speeches. There will 
be time for that when life gets back to normal, 
Schaffrick says.

Putting on this particular chief ’s hat brings his 
career full circle, since Schaffrick, a Kingston na-
tive, began his law enforcement career as a part-
timer for the Rosendale Police in 1990, while at-
tending the Police Academy in Hudson. Within a 
year a full-time position opened up in New Paltz. 
He transferred there and stayed on until 2014, 
eventually attaining the ranks of sergeant and su-
pervisor. During this period he was involved with 
the creation of the bicycle and motorcycle patrols, 
and served for 18 years on the board of the New 
Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce, acting as 
a liaison between the police force and local busi-
nesses.

“I’ve always been very community-minded,” 
says Schaffrick. “When I was doing foot patrol in 
New Paltz, I would check in on businesses. Police 
work is based on relationships: actually talking 
to people, not sitting in a car or in an office. And 
those relationships should not be adversarial.”

That approach carried over after his retirement 
from the New Paltz police force, when he was re-
cruited to return to Rosendale in a supervisory 
capacity. He says that he and Soule have been 
“friends for more than 30 years. Our approach 
is very similar; our vision is very closely aligned.” 
As a result, he foresees, “There’s not going to be 
a large transition,” in terms of the new regime in 
Rosendale.

Schaffrick says that he and Soule working to-
gether have “done a lot to professionalize” the 
Police Department in Rosendale in recent years, 
ensuring that officers get plenty of additional 
training each year. They’ve also cultivated a 
“great relationship with all area fire depart-

ments. We meet at least twice a year to go over 
protocols.”

While no great changes in the department are 
anticipated, demands on the 15-member staff have 
changed in the face of the pandemic -- particular-
ly in terms of how the Police respond to medical 
calls. In the past, the protocol was for an officer 
to arrive on the scene of a medical emergency si-
multaneously with Mobile Life. All members of 
the police force have emergency first responder 
training, and some are certified EMTs. But now, 
Schaffrick says, a “staging” protocol has been es-
tablished to minimize contact with coronavirus 
patients: “If it’s not a life-threatening situation, 
we let Mobile Life go there first.”

These days, with fewer people out and about, 

“We’ve noticed a decrease in call volume,” Schaf-
frick says. With regard to the domestic violence 
incidents that typically accompany economic 
downturns, “We haven’t seen an increase in it yet. 
We expected to see a spike in that, with a lot of 
people at home. But the past few weeks, the nice 
weather has been giving people the ability to get 
out of the house.”

Once the pandemic is past and Rosendale re-
sumes its usual level of outdoor activity as the 
Festival Town, its police force will once again be 
kept busy managing traffic flow and keeping pub-
lic order on the streets. Following a long period of 
confinement, some of those citizens may be party-
ing harder than in past years, but Bhief Schaffrick 
and his crew will be ready to respond.

D I O N  O G U S T

Rosendale Police Chief Scott Schaffrick.

917-204-2544
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On the rocks |  Robert and Johanna Titus

Fossils of the Catskill Sea

W
e geologists look into the 
past and we see sedimentary 
rocks deposited, not in a sin-
gle flood, but in a wide variety 
of ancient sedimentary envi-
ronments, each similar to ones 

seen today. We geologists go on to look into the 
fossil record and see life that was different from 
what we see today. We see fossil assemblages that 
are representative of what lived during specific 
chapters of the distant past.

If any professional geologists found themselves 
at an unfamiliar but fossiliferous outcrop, it 
wouldn’t take them long to come up with a fairly 
accurate determination of when those rocks had 
been deposited. Geologists have had the experi-
ence needed to recognize Cambrian fossils, or 
Jurassic fossils, or Tertiary ones -- and so on. All 
geologists are just plain comfortable with fossils 
from various chapters of earth history. That, of 
course, includes the two of us, but what we are es-
pecially good at are Devonian fossils; we have seen 
so many of them, mostly here in the Catskills and, 
much of the time, while writing for you.

Illustrations from a nineteenth-century 
geology textbook show typical marine shellfish 
fossils of Devonian age, a time period running 
from 419 to 369 million years ago. That’s the 
age of almost all the rocks here in the Catskills. 
Those fossils speak to geologists of a time when all 
of our region lay beneath the waves of a shallow 
sea, sometimes called the Catskill Sea. Strata, of-
ten rich in these fossils, can be found in the lower 
ledges of the Catskill Front. This is nothing less 
than a petrified ocean with a rich fossil record of 
its long ago inhabitants.

Some Devonian species have a familiar look to 
them; the rest are truly exotic, The shellfish are 
called brachiopods. Today, brachiopods are nearly 
extinct, but they were enormously abundant in all 
Devonian seas. 

Nautiloids are another nearly extinct group. 
These creatures have been gone for a quarter of 
a billion years. All in all, we are looking at an as-
semblage of animal species that are all primitive 
and/or extinct. But, more importantly, they are an 
assemblage that virtually any knowledgeable ge-
ologist would recognize as being Devonian.

The geologists of four centuries ago were puz-
zled. Back then, most geologists assumed that all 
fossils were deposited by Noah’s deluge. So why 
then was a typical fossil assemblage always com-
posed of extinct species and only extinct ones?  

All species, they reasoned, had been created dur-
ing creation week. So, while many might have 
been killed off during the flood, shouldn’t there 
be a fair sprinkling of living forms in all fossil re-
cords? Geologists and biologists needed a scien-
tific theory to explain this problem.

 The Darwinian theory of evolution solved that 
problem. Almost all fossils are of extinct species 
because they are from so very long ago. They have 
simply been passed by in a progressive history 

of evolving life. They have had the time needed 
to become extinct and to be replaced by newly 
evolved forms.

 Contact the authors at randjtitus@prodigy.net. 
Join their facebook page “The Catskill Geologist.” 
Read the blogs at “thecatskillgeologist.com.”

Various fossils.

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating

F ine  Wines  and  Sp i r i t s
Rt 212 (CVS Plaza), Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Mon - Sat  10am - 9pm

Sunday  12 - 5pm

  25%
 OFF 

A CASE OF WINE
with this ad only

CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Expires 4/30/20

WE’RE OPEN!
Spring Is Here!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Bakery • Easter Flowers 

Easter Decorations & Gifts

Spring Is Here!
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Bakery • Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream
Beautiful Spring Flowers

Wonderful Selection of Gifts

We are grateful to be open during this 
unprecedented time and help provide 

groceries to our community. 
We thank our dedicated staff who help 
make this happen. We will get through 

this difficult time together.
The Ferrante Family
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We take the high road
Hippie slogan: “When they go low, we get high!”

Sparrow
Phoenicia

In it for themselves 
While it’s beautifully maintained by the Wood-

stock Land Conservancy, I won’t be going back to 
Snake Rocks any time soon. Exiting the preserve’s 
narrow footpath Sunday afternoon, I encountered 
three large incoming groups who were either tour-
ists or out-of-town visitors in under five minutes.

It’s hard to duck a swarm of people coming at 
you. While my partner and I donned our face cov-
ering, not one other person was wearing any face 
covering, nor seemed prepared to. I do not take 
lightly persons who have fled their first homes 
elsewhere for Woodstock and do not consider the 
health and lives of local people during this pan-
demic. It is not summer vacation. This is a serious, 
deadly health crisis. 

I was no less disgusted by the trash I had col-
lected along the walk and seeing day-old graffiti 
scratched into the rocks beside one of the most 
beautiful pools of water there. I can’t recall see-
ing such disappointing examples of ignorance and 
open disregard for the environment at this locally 
cherished spot. 

Instead of the common battle cry against Covid  
19, “We’re all in this together,” what I experienced 

at Snake Rocks Preserve was the opposite: people 
who seem to be without a clue that there are other 
people in the world. They’re in it for themselves.

If social distance cannot be maintained, gov-
ernor [Andrew] Cuomo has decreed that faces 
be covered in public. Sadly, for people’s safe-
ty and the well-being of this local treasure, I 
must recommend that the WLC close this area 
to the public.

Duff Allen
Woodstock 

A new Earth Day
April 22, 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of 

Earth Day, a day when millions of Americans, 
including myself as a young urban naturalist, 
helped to initiate a nationwide awakening of an 
environmental consciousness that coincided with 
the passing of environmental legislation and the 

alarm at our own heedless and destructive behav-
iors towards the natural world.

Polluted American skies were raining acid on 
our lakes, rivers and streams. Entire ecosystems 
that included birds, wildlife, soils, forests and 
aquatic ecologies were all succumbing to the self-
ish and ignorant ravages of Homo sapiens unrav-
eling the web of life all across the country and 
the world. Public outcry over the 13th burning of 
the Cuyahoga River oil slicks in 1969 and the foul 
toxic air pollution over American cities helped 
enact the passage of the Clean Air Act of 1970 
and later in ‘72 and ‘73, the passage of the Clean 
Water Act and the Endangered Species Act (both 
signed into law by president Nixon). It began to 
reverse the trend of environmental destruction 
we were heedlessly following. The majestic bald 
eagle and other raptors were saved by the ban-
ning of the pesticide DDT in 1972, which was de-

Letter of the week

Open the Mohonk Preserve

Thanks for your letter, Mr. Case. 
Glad you are on the team and look for-
ward to your tenure. I am a long-time 
member and live in New Paltz and 
wanted to share my thoughts with you 
on the Mohonk Preserve closure.

I am disappointed and think that 
is was a mistake, and one that leaves 
our community without a major out-
door resource. I do understand the 
concerns -- social distancing, large 
crowds, parking issues, staff issues 
and so on. However, all the local rail-
trails are open -- the River-to-Ridge 
Trail is open, state parks are open, 
including Minnewaska. In short all 
county, state, and not-for-profit sites 
are open except the Mohonk Preserve. 

Highly used sites that cannot be managed, like Kaaterskill Falls, are closed, which makes perfect sense. 
However, Mohonk has limited parking (hence limited access), over 100 miles of carriage roads and trails, and 
8000 acres. The move to close was done quickly and early, and I understand the staff felt overwhelmed. Now 
some time has gone by, perhaps a plan can emerge on how to re-open.

Some ideas include, limiting access to highly used spots like Split Rock, opening for free and no checking 
cards by staff like at Minnewaska. Or opposite, limit use to members only, have police enforce parking regula-
tions so no parking outside Mohonk’s designated areas. In this way, the number of users could not be more 
than the parking spots. 

I am sure the preserve could develop such a reopening plan.
In closing, the preserve used governor [Andrew] Cuomo’s stay-inside guidelines as justification to close. 

However, what the governor actually said was stay inside, and when going out limit your activities to walking 
and hiking, not playing basketball. 

You can start your tenure as a hero and bring our outdoor resource back. It has never been needed more.
Alan Kraus

New Paltz

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

The Mohonk Preserve is closed until further notice.
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stroying entire ecosystems. 
Fifty years later, Americans are experiencing 

environmental collapse from the effects of cli-
mate change and increased industrialization un-
der the watch of an anti-environment, nihilistic 
charlatan called president [Donald] Trump. The 
environmental movement and organizations like 
the Audubon Society and the Wilderness Soci-
ety find themselves fighting rear-guard actions 
against Trump and a revisionist EPA trying to 
reverse all the environmental gains made in the 
past 50 years. 

This is not what Earth Day represents. Earth 
Day is supposed to be about protecting our nat-
ural world and the eco-services it provides. We 
must, as environmental stewards, all work to-
gether, to inaugurate a new Earth Day on April 
22 that embraces all life and not the human gen-
erated death and ecocide that is consuming ev-
erything it touches. 

Victor C. Capelli
Town of Ulster

A welcome recreational option
During this public health crisis, the need for 

parks as places of refuge has become increasingly 
evident, and the River-to-Ridge Trail is proving to 
be a welcome, local outdoor recreational option. 
As the weather becomes warmer and the trail 
continues to be a popular community destination, 
OSI encourages all visitors to be respectful and 
considerate of all trail users by adhering to the 
posted trail rules and the established recommen-
dations from public health officials. 

As a reminder of these public safety guidelines, 
OSI has posted additional signage at the trail and 
on social media. For the health and safety of all 
visitors to River-to-Ridge, we urge everyone to ad-
here to these guidelines. If the trail is busy or the 
parking area on Springtown Road is full, please 
come at a different day or time. And as always, 
please do not park in non-designated areas. And 
as a reminder, when on the trail, observe the rec-
ommended six-foot social distance from others, 
avoid contact with any high-touch surfaces and 
don’t gather at trail kiosks, gates or parking areas.

Additionally, in keeping with permanent post-
ed signage, all dogs must be leashed and owners 
should arrive prepared to pick up after their pets. 

The River-to-Ridge Trail provides access to a 
shared, public space that is open to diverse user 
groups. Please help us keep it open, well main-
tained and welcoming for all. 

Wil Nieves
Senior Land Steward, Open Space Institute

New Paltz

Zombie pipeline is back
It’s ba-ack. The Keystone XL Pipeline, which 

we’ve buried several times before, is rising from 
the grave. In the oil industry it has earned the 
nickname “the zombie pipeline.” 

Because this connector piece crosses the U.S.-
Canadian border, it requires federal approval. 
Bowing to public opinion, president Obama re-
fused approval. Trump, of course, overturned 
this Obama ruling. So Native Americans sued the 
Trump administration in 2018. The federal judge 
in Montana issued an injunction blocking con-
struction until the feds took a “hard look” at the 
environmental impacts and possible treaty viola-
tions. But in June 2019, Trump dissolved the in-
junction with a special “presidential permit.”

The Supreme Court had ruled previously that 
presidential actions may only be reviewed for Con-
stitutionality. Fortunately, this does include treaty 
claims. On April 16, a federal court hearing was 
scheduled. Outrageously, TC Energy began build-
ing worker dormitories and bringing in more than 
a hundred workers at the beginning of April when 
the outcome of the hearing was still up in the air, 
and worse, in spite of the Covid 19 epidemic. 

They are counting on the epidemic to keep pro-
testers from traveling and converging on the route 
of the pipeline, as so many local folks did the last 
time. It is so frustrating to see this starting all over 
again. James Hansen said in 2012 that if the world 
burned the vast amount of oil that could be pro-
duced from these Alberta tar sands that this pipe-
line is designed to carry, it would be, “game over 
for the climate.”

It’ so frustrating that we cannot be in the streets 
over this! But there is something that our socially 
distancing selves can do. Most of the money for 
this atrocity is from loans (guaranteed by the 
Province of Alberta) by a cabal of banks, etc. led 
by J.P. Morgan Chase. We can take all our per-

sonal money and all of our business banking out 
of Chase.

Boycott Chase!
Margaret Human

New Paltz

Support the Foreign Service
As a retired member of the United States For-

eign Service with the United States Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID), I was proud 
to represent American interests and values in the 
Middle East, West Africa and Central Asia during 
my 18 years of service. I write this as Foreign Ser-
vice Day approaches on May 1, intended to honor 
our active-duty Foreign Service members.

Members of the U.S. Foreign Service are dedi-
cated, hardworking public servants whose mis-
sion is to promote American interests, values and 
national security. For many of them, the major-
ity of their career and working life is spent away 
from their homes and extended families. Because 
of this, they miss many momentous family events 
such as births, deaths, and weddings.

They also miss the commonplace ones, the ones 
that form bonds with their family, neighbors, 
and community – backyard barbecues celebrat-
ing nieces’ and nephews’ graduations, birthday 
parties with neighbors and extended family, and 
involvement in local community gatherings. Now 
retired, I can reflect on the many occasions that 
my active-duty colleagues give up while working 
for our country overseas.

My colleagues are not only proud to serve their 
country, but they strongly believe in the work that 
they do, the work that connects the United States 
of America, and its values, beliefs, and policies 
to the rest of the world. Despite the lack of sup-
port from the current administration, the State 
Department, USAID, and all foreign affairs agen-
cies continue to play a critical role in shaping the 
world-view of the United States, and ensuring we 
maintain a global partnership with the nations of 
the world. 

I hope that the American people will continue 
to support the Foreign Service to best serve Amer-
ica’s interests abroad.

Robert Davidson
Shady

Social distancing statement
For the past few weeks, downtown New Paltz 

and its adjacent trails and open spaces have been 
mostly empty, but with beautiful weather after a 
snowy Friday into Saturday, on Sunday, April 19, 
we saw an uptick in the number of people out and 
about in our community. Being able to get outside 
during the PAUSE is very important, especially 
in a village where the great majority of our resi-
dents are renters and often do not have access to 
private yards. We continue to strongly encourage 
that people get outside in public spaces, as long 
as it is done safely and aligned with the state’s so-
cial distancing directives. We write today to make 
sure people are aware of and have the right facts 
related to New York State’s social distancing rules 
and process. 

On April 15 , governor Cuomo released an ex-
ecutive order requiring “any individual who is 
over age two and able to medically tolerate a face 
covering shall be required to cover their nose and 
mouth with a mask or cloth face-covering when 
in a public place and unable to maintain, or when 
not maintaining, social distance.” 

To be clear, a simple cloth covering like a ban-
dana or piece of cloth suffices in terms of this di-
rective, and masks only need to be on when you 
cannot be far enough away from others who you 
are not regularly exposed to already because they 
are not part of your shelter-in-place isolation unit. 
And be aware, there are many different types of 
household configurations, please don’t assume 
people are isolating in groups that look like what 
is considered a traditional family unit.

There is also a process for reporting when resi-

dents see that these rules might be being broken. 
The New York State PAUSE Enforcement Assis-
tance Task Force assists local authorities with the 
enforcement of Executive Orders 202.6, 202.7, 
202.8, 202.10, and 202.11 that directed all non-
essential businesses to close their in-person oper-
ations and banned all non-essential gatherings of 
individuals of any size for any reason. Suspected 
violations can be reported through their online 
form at https://mylicense.custhelp.com/app/ask 
or by calling 1-833-789-0470. Note: specific com-
plaints from employees against their employers 
should be directed to the Department of Labor 
through their online form/ 

It is important to note that the state has in-
structed authorities to use the least invasive en-
forcement approach necessary to achieve compli-
ance. In other words, unless the circumstances are 
particularly egregious, authorities are using the 
first violation as an opportunity to inform New 
Yorkers of the orders and their responsibility to 
protect the health and safety of themselves and 
others. Subsequent non-compliance may be sub-
ject to enforcement. 

This past weekend, we received six reports of 
possible violations (four through the state and two 
from direct calls to the police). These reports were 
investigated when received and in instances of 
verified violations, warnings were issued. To date, 
for the most part, our police have consistently ex-
perienced that a little bit of education is resulting 
in compliance.

Looking forward, in expectation that New Paltz 
will continue to be a magnet for outdoor activities, 
we are: planning to increase our police foot and 
bike patrols on days with increased outdoor ac-
tivities; planning to increase signage at our entry-
ways and along the Main Street corridor, as well 
as with flyers for businesses and organizations to 
post; and next weekend, several village and town 
elected officials will be setting up info tables at 
strategic locations as well as walking our crowded 
spaces to inform people about the rules and offer 
face-coverings to people who need them. 

And, of course, we are continuing to post about 
proper social distancing on our websites and so-
cial media, and to regularly update our online Co-
vid document with the latest news and resources. 
Please find and bookmark that here: bit.ly/New-
Paltz-Covid 19 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
Town Supervisor Neil Bettez

Police Chief Robert Lucchesi
(effective April 25)

Village Mayor Tim Rogers
Deputy Mayor KT Tobin

New Paltz

Many won’t survive
If you are getting your stimulus check from the 

federal government and you haven’t been harmed, 
if you have your job and job security, if you’ve suf-
fered no adverse economic damage, if you are 
spending less money than you ever imagined pos-
sible -- take this money and donate it to a food 
bank, animal shelter, equine therapy stable or any 
one of thousands of non-profits devastated by the 
financial consequences of these stay-at-home or-
ders. Their margins have always been paper-thin, 
and now the estimate is that donations across the 
board are down 50% or more. Many won’t survive.

From a biblical, charitable, patriotic and many 
other lenses, this seems like a neat idea. And if you 
can’t do that, at least wait until your local busi-
nesses open back up and spend there -- splurging 
on Amazon could almost seem to be gross and the 
opposite of shared-sacrifice.

Chuck Petersheim 
Catskill Farms

Eldred

◆ Renovations
◆ New 

Construction

◆ General 
Contracting

◆	 Custom Homes
◆	Additions/ Remodels

Dave Hahne
845.399.3143

Rob Foley
845.853.2265

SafeBetBuilderS.com

Jimminy Peak
Over 35 Years Experience

Full Chimney Service
Installation of 

Chimneys
Stainless Steel 

Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

845-338-0704
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Gateway to the Catskills
The sun broke through the clouds Sunday after-

noon, March 22 of this year. My husband Bill and 
I decided to take a foray out to see this heavy in-
dustrial site, created by Tom Auringer, that’s being 
hacked out of the Bluestone Forest. On this land 
proclaimed to be the Gateway to the Catskills!

Onteora Lake was brimming with life, from the 
turtles lined up on a log to the black-and-white 
Merganser that we saw diving deep and long un-
der the waters. On the trail, we passed stands of 
oak, hemlock and pine with birds flying about 
in great profusion. The trees had no leaves so we 
could appreciate the rugged bluestone rock struc-
tures with pieces fitting into one another like puz-
zles. 

In one section of the trail, the hiker had to climb 
between two boulders. We watched while a couple 
lovingly helped their toddlers climb through the 
maze. Then we climbed down and around and up 
and down, taking in the fresh air and sun filtering 
through the trees. We kept going and going, en-
joying the natural sculptures. Finally, we neared 
Pickerel Pond, a sharp drop from the wooded land 
above.

Bam, barum ba rum,bam, bam!
“What’s that noise?” I asked, as we rushed to-

wards the edge of the cliff above the pond. We 
also saw a truck and a crane and what looked to 
be patches of barren earth. Bill said it was from 
an ATV and that he saw one. I heard those loud 
reverberations again and again and think it was 
some machine scraping away a huge boulder, for 
I saw a spray of powder clouding the air. We left, 
retracing our steps to the sign-out station to the 
west of Onteora Lake. The same sound roared 
over the lake to meet us where we were standing. 

Do we need this as our place of welcome to the 
Catskills? 

Elga Antonsen-Brown
Kingston

Is socialism evil?
I received a letter recently from vice president 

Mike Pence informing me that “socialism is evil.” 
Unless I sent in money to the Republican Nation-
al Committee (RNC) immediately, there is a high 
risk that this country might start caring for and 
protecting its people from such trivial, so-called 
“problems” as job security, accessible and afford-
able health care and some fantasy about a “climate 
crisis.” Oh, my!

I find it interesting that at the same time Mr. 
Pence and the rest of his associated administra-
tion is promoting and congratulating themselves 
on the largest corporate socialism program in US 
history, currently being implemented.

In addition to tax breaks for wealthy real-estate 
investors, the recently passed $2.2 Trillion CARES 
act includes up to $50 billion in taxpayer (i.e. so-
cial) funded bailouts for the US airline industry 
over the next few months, including up to $25 
billion in direct grant payments (not loans). This 
is the same industry whose top four corporations 
spent over $40 billion over the past five years on 
stock buybacks. Nice.

So, let’s see if I understand this correctly. So-
cialism that allows individuals to potentially lead 
better, more secure lives -- bad. Socialism that 
supports and rewards corporations, regardless of 
risky and short-sighted behavior – good.

Thanks, Mike, for showing me the truth.
Phil Bishop

New Paltz

Credit where it’s due
In an article in the Daily Freeman 4/16/20 titled 

“Woodstock town officials looking for volunteers 
to grocery shop,” Bill McKenna claims Sunflower 
Natural Foods co-cowner Paku Misra as the one 
who developed the program. 

That is false! Sharon Murray-Cohen from Jew-
ish Family Services, Neil Millens from U.C. Jewish 
Federation, & Francesca Ortolano from Hand in 
Hand U.C. are the heart and brains behind Project 
Manna, a grocery shopping/delivery service. They 
had a phone conference with McKenna and Mis-
ra on April 3 asking them to implement Project 
Manna in Woodstock. They agreed, and Project 
Manna sent them an eight-page manual including 
volunteer intake form, instructions on safety pre-
cautions when groceries are delivered, volunteers 
safety checklist, client order forms, etc. 

Project Manna can/should be implemented 
countywide. Please contact 389-0969 if you have 
a group or organization which would like more 
info on how to get started. If you want to volun-

teer we have people all over the county who need 
help with shopping and pick-up of groceries.

Certainly Bill and Paku should be given credit 
for implementing Project Manna in their town. 
However, you must give credit to those who quick-
ly responded to serve the needs of our most vulner-
able population by developing a service that helps 
keep people safe at home as well as making sure 
those who volunteer also stay safe. Sharon, Neil 
and Francesca not only developed Project Manna, 
but they implemented it in Kingston and volun-
teer shop. Call to volunteer or if you need help.

Donny Kass
Boiceville

COVID-19 testing in Vietnam
It has been discouraging to see the continued 

rise in the infection rate in New Paltz and Ulster 
County, as well as the growing death rate. What 
is worrisome is that with a population of nearly 
180,000 in Ulster County only some 4,200 people 
have been tested. I’ve reached out to county ex-
ecutive [Pat] Ryan’s office and suggested that an-
other site (or more) would be helpful in widening 
the access to include the asymptomatic residents 
who’ve been identified through infected cases. No 
one has responded to my letter as yet. 

I also shared the same inquiry with the New 
Paltz supervisor Neil Bettez, deputy supervisor 
Dan Torres and deputy mayor KT Tobin. Sitting 
back and waiting it out is not an option and can 
drag these infections out for months.

In contrast, I have many friends now in Viet-
nam, and their experience has been remarkably 
different. With a population of some 95 million, 
their current infections stand at 268 with zero 
deaths and no new cases in the past 36 hours. 
They’ve gifted 250,000 face masks to the US, as 
well as many other countries and are capable of 
producing eight million antibacterial masks per 
day. 

A great part of their success resulted from their 
immediate action to manage the spread and tre-
mendous response to testing everyone who may 
have been exposed. 

The incompetence and outright negligence of 
the president and his staff is beyond the horror 
already perpetrated by this administration. It’s 
heartbreaking to think that thousands who died 
may have survived with proper leadership. Thou-
sands more may die unnecessarily as the poor re-
sponse continues with talk of getting back to busi-
ness drowning out the fate of families. 

As a community, we should at least make a bet-
ter effort to get a larger part of our residents test-
ed, isolated and treated. Call, write and yell. This 
is not good enough.

Stay safe and think of others when you go out.
Harry C. Tabak

New Paltz

Food pantry deliveries
Greetings to you all. I hope you and your fami-

lies are safe and well.
Many in the local immigrant community have 

recently lost the marginal jobs that before this 
crisis barely sustained their families. They are 
now threatened, not only with Covid 19, but with 
hunger. The Rondout Valley Food Pantry in Stone 
Ridge is donating food for some 120 immigrant 
families who have contacted the Ulster Immigrant 
Defense Network for help. Volunteers are needed 
every Wednesday afternoon to pick up bags of 
food and deliver them to the families’ doorsteps.  

This does not require any person-to-person con-
tact. Social distancing will be strictly maintained 
throughout. You will only have to pick up food for 
approximately ten families from a central loca-
tion, probably in Kingston. When you pick up the 
food bags, you will be given a list of addresses and 
corresponding phone numbers.  When you deliver 
the bag (to the doorstep outside the home), you 
will phone/text the family to say that their food 
has arrived. Every effort will be made to cluster 

your deliveries to a single Kingston neighborhood.
Please, if you can, help us with this effort. Most 

of these families are undocumented and their 
circumstances are especially dire. They are at far 
greater immediate risk -- and on multiple fronts -- 
than the rest of us.  We can help by ensuring that 
at least some of our neighbors won’t go hungry.  

Please let me know if you can help.  
Penny Coleman

Ulster People for Justice & Democracy 
Kingston

A foolish leader
In one of the most popular sci-fi films ever, the 

1951 The Day the Earth Stood Still, the outer space 
alien Klaatu, after landing in Washington D.C., 
demonstrates his overwhelming power by causing 
all cars, trains, clocks -- seemingly everything me-
chanical that moves -- to shut down, temporarily, 
across the planet. His warning: if nations didn’t 
stop their destructive march to nuclear conflagra-
tion and interplanetary pollution, the earth would 
be destroyed. The film ends with assembled world 
leaders seemingly ready to negotiate a peace.

Transpose this cinematic scenario to the current 
moment. Imagine that the leader of the U.S. cal-
culates a political advantage: far from humbled, 
he seeks to divide. He rouses his most rabid fol-
lowers, who see in this threat to humanity a sin-
ister internal plot to undermine the economic 
supremacy of America. “Liberate us from the fake 
invaders! Attack!” the president cries, ignoring 
the pleas of leaders, in the U.S. and abroad. 

The soldiers surrounding the spaceship, have 
already been rendered powerless by the menac-
ing robot Gort. The rebels, carrying their assault 
weapons and wearing the emblems of fealty to 
their leader, converge and fire on Klaatu as he at-
tempts to depart. 

Klaatu and his people from a distant galaxy have 
no special feelings for the human race. They are 
simply an irritant -- more, a menace to peaceful 
beings. However, the actions of this inexplicably 
foolish leader demand a forceful response. Per-
haps one that doesn’t incinerate all life on earth 
but would allow other benign species to flourish ... 
one that completes the task not with a fiery blast 
but a silent, slow efficiency.

Tom Denton
Highland

Help your neighbors
The Covid 19 virus has presented us with an un-

precedented healthcare and economic crisis, one 
on a scale such as our society has not had to deal 
with for over 100 years. Not surprisingly, the peo-
ple in our local area are rising to meet this chal-
lenge to help their neighbors get through these 
desperate times.

Through donations, New Paltz Community 
Foundation, Inc. (“NPCF”) has instituted a pro-
gram to provide meal vouchers ($20 for an in-
dividual and $50 for a family) to those in need 
to add to, augment and operate in parallel with 
various programs now in place such as the exten-
sive Project Resilience being conducted by Ulster 
County under the leadership of county executive 
Pat Ryan.

NPCF’s Project Help Your Neighbors 2020, 
now up and running, details how the program 
works. It can be found on the NPCF’s website: 
newpaltzfoundation.org, on the NPFC Face-
book page. or by calling NPCF president, Eileen 
Gulbrandsen Glenn at 256-1945, or by emailing 
her at sande2930@aol.com. 

Referring community partners include Fam-
ily of New Paltz, William Murray’s Neighbor to 
Neighbor program, the Town of Gardiner, and the 
churches in New Paltz and Gardiner. The NPCF 
website lists those community partners who are 
able to advise potential recipients as to where they 
can pick up the vouchers and receive a list of the 
more than 30 local restaurants/delis from which 
recipients can chose to place their order.

Medical Marijuana Certification 
and Consulting
Gene Epstein, FNP

Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239
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Can you put Will’s “Up in the air” story on page 5 so 
all the notes pages are on facing pages?

 

On all the covers capitalize I in insignia under logo.

 

Make sure the page numbers on the bottom tags are 
correct.

 

On page 3 of Kingston Times, please add this cap-
tion: Chelsea Becker and Allison Gaston, owners of 
Sav-On Party Rental, stand with their tents, which 
are being used as a COVID-19 testing site at Tech 
City in Kingston.

 

On the Saugerties cover tag on the bottom, add Sau-
gerties so it reads Saugerties village budget.

 

On first page of news notes take out news of New 
Paltz, Kingston, Saugerties and beyond – since the 
have their own pages this week.

 

On page 17, Dion’s name is too close to the picture.

 

Project Help Your Neighbors 2020 is under way, 
and vouchers are being issued. If you are aware of 
individuals or families in need, please make them 
aware of this opportunity.

The main thrust of this project is obvious: to 
help those in need in our community during these 
trying times. A secondary purpose of this project 
is to keep local restaurants/delis from having to 
close and/or lay off employees who need their jobs 
to sustain themselves and their families.

The plan is for the project to operate as long as 
the crisis creates the need and there are sufficient 
donations to sustain the project. It has been no 
surprise to NPCF that, to date, donations (large 
and small) have been very generous. If one wishes 
to make a donation, such can be done through Pay 
Pal on the NPCF’s website, newpaltzfoundation.
org, through the NPCF Facebook page or by send-
ing a check to NPFC at P.O. Box 1112, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 with Help Your Neighbors 2020 in the 
memo line of the check. 

If funds donated to this project remain once the 
crisis is over, they will be retained by NPCF in an 
Emergency Preparedness Fund to be immediate-
ly available as a resource to deal with any future 
community emergency need. 

Stewart P. Glenn
NPCF Corporate Secretary 

New Paltz

Shamming 
One of the first things [Bill] McKenna and I 

were taught when we were appointed to the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals (ZBA) many years ago, aside 
from the fact that the ZBA was a relief valve for 
the public, was [that] you never go on to an appli-
cant’s property without getting permission from 
the propertyowner.  

Well, it seems that lesson was lost on McKen-
na. At a previous town board meeting, when dis-
cussing the source of piles of fill, McKenna said 
he got an “anonymous tip” that contaminated fill 
was deposited on a privately owned property. He 
stated he visited the property and checked out the 
fill, which he believed contained pieces of con-
crete and spoke to the propertyowner, giving the 
impression he got the owner’s permission to go on 
to their property.

The truth be told, based upon a reported loud 
and boisterous exchange between McKenna and 
the property owner in the building department 
office; it appears that McKenna never got permis-
sion to go on to the property. 

When is he going to understand that he is not a 
king and we do not live in a fiefdom?

Howard Harris
Woodstock

Fact versus fiction
Fact: The New Deal and Fair Deal were both 

passed by Democratic congresses. The New Deal 
was by FDR in 1933 with a massive public works 
program to get the economy up and operating 
from the fallout of the Great Depression. The Fair 
Deal in 1949 was an extension of the New Deal by 
Harry Truman. Both programs addressed public 
concerns and social issues. The Truman adminis-
tration did not get their agenda through primarily 
because of the conservatives but did obtain some 

of their program, although not to the extent that 
Roosevelt did with his administration. 

Opinion: Today is no different than the years of 
the Roosevelt and Truman administrations. One 
could say it is the progressives and liberals pit-
ted against the conservatives, Republicans. This 
schism goes back to after the Civil War when the 
Democrats (liberals) and conservatives (Republi-
cans) squared off with each other over their sepa-
rate agendas. It is all about power and who holds 
the leverage.

Right now, the Republicans hold the reins of 
power, sort of, but when they lost the mid-term 
elections of 2018, they lost their full chamber 
of congress clout. The Democrats took over the 
House of Representatives. This has enabled the 
Democrats to square off against the Republicans 
and to slow down Trump’s express train. If Trump 
assumes the presidency in 2020 (this fall), the 
country is in deep shit, particularly if the Repub-
licans win both chambers of congress in the 2022 
midterm elections. This is where this country will 
witness the most damage to our civic programs. 

Keep in mind that the Republican Party is a 
party of big business and money. They hate rules 
and restrictions boxing them in from their free-
wheeling accumulations of this commodity; they 
particularly hate and have hated since its incep-
tion, the social programs pushed through by FDR, 
particularly the New Deal. The Republicans would 
dearly love to butcher and get rid of this benefit 
state -- Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid -- 
that we have paid into for so many years. With the 
appointment of Andrew M. Saul, a retail clothing 
entrepreneur as commissioner of Social Security, 
the handwriting is on the wall. As mentioned pre-
viously, he is the alpha dog leading the pack. 

This coronavirus sweeping the country, serious 
in its own right, allows the dismantling of pro-
grams passed by previous administrations, un-
known to the public without their awareness. Ei-
ther one, the public loses out. Pay attention, folks. 
The seniors have much to lose, not only now but 
for the future. The Republican Party has the right 
man in the Oval Office -- a cavalier, flim-flam man 
whose existence on earth consists of money, pow-
er and status. His behavior and life reflects this 
behavior. There is no reason to believe otherwise.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

Legislature needs to stay
I demand that the New York State Legislature 

stay in session during the Covid 19 crisis — and 
continues to introduce and pass laws, hold com-
mittee hearings and plan for recovery. The NYS 

budget is done, but that doesn’t mean lawmakers 
don’t have a job to do. With two months left of this 
year’s legislative session, politicians must commit 
to doing the people’s business remotely.

The legislature is a co-equal branch of govern-
ment that cannot cede its role to the executive, 
which is correctly triaging the current state of 
emergency.

While the governor is figuring out how to help 
frontline healthcare workers and literally keep 
New Yorkers alive, lawmakers need to look be-
yond the rapidly evolving crisis and help plan for 
recovery in addition to supporting their constitu-
ents. Other states like Pennsylvania are already 
doing so.

Nothing about this situation is ideal, but de-
mocracy does not pause -- it adapts. Organizations 
around the state, like the largest school system in 
the country, have adapted to work remotely.

There are many important policy items that did 
not get done as part of the NYS budget.

We have the technology to make remote voting, 
hearings and committee meetings possible. It’s 
up to our elected representatives -- Sean Maloney 
and senators Schumer and Gillibrand -- to use it.

As an activist and teacher, I care about active 
representation. Living in a community like New-
burgh where the majority of the population en-
compasses people of color -- my neighbors about 
whom I care and who have been demonized and 
cheated by our systems -- makes it all the more 
important to aid, health care and support. I am 
not a person of color, but living in Newburgh for 
30 years, I know that they are, by and large, de-
cent, hard-working and compassionate people.

Amy Winter
Newburgh 

No mask?
In yet another photo of Pat Ryan and the 

Greene County exec, Ryan is not wearing a mask. 
I thought everyone had to. This sets a very bad ex-
ample.

Lucy Muller
Cragsmoor

Earth Day memory
I remember the very first Earth Day (I was in 

New Paltz) 50 years ago. We all thought it was 
a zany idea. Too commercial. We celebrated as a 
group on Mohonk Mountain. We sneaked up the 
back way (to avoid the gate fee for day visitors) 
and walked and climbed.

Actually our weed-filled plan (high as hell, I 
don’t recommend climbing and altered conscious-
ness) was to throw ourselves off the mountain in 

CALL JAY: 845-742-4068
www.FoamcoInc.com

• New Construction
• Additions
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• Crawl Spaces
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NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
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Woodstock Tree Care
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.

We are also Tree Removal experts. 
Working in the area 25 years!

Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
Office: 845-679-3200

BUILDERS & RELATED SER VIC ES

CASEY & SONS 
FLOOR SANDING

FINISHING
“Serving the Com mu ni ty 

For Over 45 years”
Kingston, NY
845•336•8555

STOVES & FIREPLACES

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 or (845) 679-8932

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
Trucking & Excavating

• Trucking • Excavating • Driveways • Lawns
Bulk Landscaping Materials

• Topsoil • Mulch • Stone • Sand • Shale...
Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

THE JOY OF BUILDING
New construction, additions,  

renovations, and historical restorations

MARK PERITZ  •  845 399-3080   
 jobconco@gmail.com • thejoyofbuilding.com

Lawn Mowing & 
Snow Plowing 

   (845) 679-CUTT (2888)

&

CLEANING SERVICES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION

GARDEN CONSULTING

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

LEGAL SER VIC ES

BUILDERS & RELATED SER VIC ES BUILDERS & RELATED SER VIC ES

DIVORCE, LANDLORD/TENANT,
REAL ESTATE, WILLS 

THE LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN GOTTLIEB
74 TINKER STREET WOODSTOCK, NEW YORK

721 BROADWAY SUITE 112 KINGSTON, NEW YORK
(845) 338-2139  (845) 389-0166  sirag1951@gmail.com

INSULATION, LEAF REMOVAL, GUTTERS, 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING & CARPENTRY

We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.

845-514-3953 • 518-929-6369

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722

RECREATION

peregrine8@hvc.rr.com – www.woodstocknytrails.com

MINDFUL PROPERTY
Management & Maintenance
Francesca Ortolano – Property Manager

Donny Kass – Property Maintenance
Organized – Reliable – Meticulous

845.657.4180–O  845.389.0969–C  mindfulproperty77@gmail.com
55 Years Combined Experience

READY FOR SPRING?
Soil Testing Available Now

Biological Food Garden & Farm Soil Testing
Organic-Regenerative Soil Balancing

Compost Tea – Biodynamic Preps
Testing – Education – Consulting
Ross 845-825-7657

ASHOKAN STORE-IT
Ask about our long term storage discount

 5x10  5x15  10x10  10x15  10x20  10x30
 $40  $50  $70  $90  $110  $150

Cell Phone (845) 389-0504
845-657-2494 • 1 Ridge Rd. Shokan, NY 12481

STORAGE

5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200 — 5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722CS CONSTRUCTION

Roofing • Siding • Decks • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
All Phases of Home Improvement 

— Free Estimates —
Chris Shauger   f550diesel@msn.com

Houtman Rd., Saugerties, NY 845-750-7038

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

5 weeks $75  |  845-334-8200
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celebration of Earth Day. A mass suicide. Make a 
splash.

Of course, we weren’t serious. But we laughed 
and laughed about the coverage it might generate 
throughout the nation. Part of it came from our 
idea that Earth Day was the stupidest idea yet. We 
were mocking it as redundant. We of the Whole 
Earth catalog and organic food. We of the living 
from the land generation. 

So we just sat on the mountaintop and ate our 
packed organic lunch and reminisced about the 
time we’d done the same trip years before. We 
climbed to the mountain top, stayed til late after-
noon and then heard helicopters coming. Tons of 
them it seemed.

And suddenly guys in combat gear on long ropes 
descended from the whirlybirds and landed on the 
ground, some with Bowie knives in their teeth. Se-
riously. Just the week before a large convoy of bat-
talion trucks had come barreling through Main 
Street in town at night. Of course our crew stood 
outside the bar and booed them and one guy got 
arrested for throwing firecrackers at the trucks. It 
was scary, our minimal protest (mostly against the 
war).

At the time on the mountaintop, seeing the guys 
descending on ropes, we freaked. From the stand-
point of our altered consciousness we thought 
they were there to bust us. Alas, it was Army-type 
dudes on maneuvers (West Point cadets I think, 
and it explained the trucks on Main Street weeks 
before), but it turned out that they were as afraid 
of us as we were of them.

I think I’ll never forget that mountain climb or 
the Earth Day climb. Both were quite memorable. 

And here I am on the 50th Earth Day, both of us 
still kicking. Great memories.

Susie Sweitzer
Baltimore, MD

What have we learned?
Covid 19 has taken about 42,000 lives so far in 

the United States. There is no benefit that can be 
perceived from this sad statistic. Every death is a 
personal tragedy that has a major impact on all 
of us.

Numbers may provide much of the tangible 
benefits. The death rate or mortality rate is the 
number of people per thousand who have or is 
projected to die.

So far, Covid 19 has caused about 167,000 
deaths worldwide, 42,000 in the United States 
and 14,000 in New York State. The 2017-2019 flu 
season killed about 61,000. The question will be 
if the deaths in the United States will be lower or 
higher from influenza in 2020 with that number 
currently being about 42,000 as compared to the 
61,000 killed by flu last year.

We have all learned much from our temporary 
incarceration. We have learned about how fragile 
we all are when an event like Covid 19 can drasti-
cally change our behavior and lead to an economic 
crisis caused by a virus and not just financial-sec-
tor data. We have learned that we have everyday 
heroes like the military, police, fire, and health 
careworkers. Those heroes we never appreciate 
but make such a difference include truck drivers, 
and food providers in restaurants and other re-
tail outlets like supermarkets who work and put 
themselves at risk so that we may have food on our 

table.
We also have learned that we are motivated 

to help our neighbors and to be charitable to all 
those good people who provide food to our neigh-
bors who could not afford to have food on their 
table because of a loss of employment and income.  
There is little doubt that without the work plan 
and cooperation between the federal, state, and 
local governments success would not be probable.

A religious belief often offered is that all of this 
is part of God’s plan, and that as St. Augustine of-
fered that a comprehended God is no God thusly, 
we will never be able to dissect and understand 
God’s plan. Others will perceive this event is for a 
reason and that perhaps we may eventually see an 
overriding good may come to us having survived. 

Whatever you believe, I hope that the good 
things learned will remain with you and that any 
sadness you may have suffered will be eased over 
time.

Jim Dougherty
Bearsville 
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LEGAL NOTICE
388 MAIN, LLC Art. Of 

Org. Filed Sec. of State of NY 
3/6/20. Off. Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
388 Main Street, Rosendale, 
NY 12472. Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

1905 CITY HOTEL, LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 3/6/20. Off. Loc. : Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
11 Main Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 493-
495 ALBANY AVENUE, LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/7/2020. Office location, 
County of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 493-495 Albany Ave, 

Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
any lawful act. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of JFH 
Development LLC. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with Secy. Of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 09/10/2019. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
Principal business location: 40 
Canaan Road, New Paltz, NY, 
12561. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess served to: PO Box 219, 
Woodstock, NY 12498. Any 
legal purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of MAH 
Development Woodstock 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/26/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. Principal 
business location: 40 Canaan 
Road, New Paltz, NY 12561. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess served to: 40 Canaan 
Road, New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Any legal purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 
Rosenkranse Garage LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/10/2020. Office location, 
County of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, PO Box 442, Clinton-
dale, NY 12515. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Chef Elrod LLC. Filed 
2/19/20. Office: Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. as agent for pro-
cess & shall mail to: c/o Taffiny 
Clea Elrod-ljikovic, 1022 Route 
9w, Marlboro, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE

L J Tree Service L.L.C. 
Filed 3/3/20. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. as agent for 
process & shall mail to: 54 
Greenville Rd, Sundown, NY 
12740. Registered  Agent: 
United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave 
ste 202, Bklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE

Opera Antefix LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 

of NY (SSNY) 3/6/2020. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY  desig.  as  agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 25 N. Front St., 
New Paltz, NY 12561. General  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualification of AC 

CATSKILLS LLC
Appl. for Auth. filed with 

Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/24/20. Office location: 
Ulster County. LLC formed in 
Delaware (DE) on 02/06/20. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
c/o Corporation Service Co. 
(CSC), 80 State St., Albany, NY 
12207-2543. DE addr. of LLC: 
c/o CSC, 251 Little Falls Dr., 
Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert. 
of Form. filed with Jeffrey W. 
Bullock, Secy. of State - State 
of DE, Div. of Corps., John G. 
Townsend Bldg., 401 Federal 
St., Ste. 4, Dover, DE 19901.  
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Bearded  Boys BBQ LLC. 

Filed 2/24/20. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 

1314 Burlingham Rd Pine 
Bush, NY 12566. Purpose: 
General.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Demica Dair LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on  12-18-19. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 
Demica Dair  78 Wiltwyck 
Ave Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts or ac-
tivities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ORGANIZA-

TION OF LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

FIRST: The name of the 
Limited Liability Company is 
George White, LLC (herein-
after referred to as the “Com-
pany”)

SECOND: The Articles of 
Organization of the Company 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State on March 16, 2020.

THIRD: The County within 
the State of New York in which 
the office of the Company is 
located is Greene.

FOURTH: The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the Company may be 
served.  The post office ad-
dress to which the Secretary 
of State shall mail process is 
3111 Cobb Hill Road, Cazeno-
via, NY 13035.

FIFTH: The Company is or-
ganized for all lawful purposes, 
and to do any and all things 
necessary, convenient, or inci-
dental to that purpose.

Dated:  March 17, 2020
FREEMAN HOWARD, P.C.
441 East Allen Street
P.O. Box 1328
Hudson, New York 12534

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Woodstock Planning 

Board will be having a Virtual 
Meeting Thursday, April 30, 
2020 at 7 pm
LEGAL NOTICE

To be sold at public sale 
April 24, 2020 9 am at 468 
Malden Tpke. Saugerties, NY 
12477 1972 Chevrolet C50. 
Vin # CCE532V104675 owned 
by Jason Grabowski.

legal notices

SCHAFFER EXCAVATING 
Driveway Repair - Drainage Systems 
Water and Electric Line Installation   

Foundation Waterproofing and Repair 
Land Clearing -Tree and Brush Removal 

Septic System Repair 
(914) 466-4482 or (845) 679-4742 

neilaschaffer@gmail.com 
schafferexcavating.com

Hi Sue,!

Please run the following ad for 4 runs in the 
Woodstock Times!

Thank you…..Neil

SERVICES DIRECTORY SERVICES DIRECTORY

Woodstock Tree Care
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.

We are also Tree Removal experts. 
Working in the area 25 years!

Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
Office: 845-679-3200

BUILDERS & RELATED SER VIC ES

CASEY & SONS 
FLOOR SANDING

FINISHING
“Serving the Com mu ni ty 

For Over 45 years”
Kingston, NY
845•336•8555

STOVES & FIREPLACES

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 or (845) 679-8932

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
Trucking & Excavating

• Trucking • Excavating • Driveways • Lawns
Bulk Landscaping Materials

• Topsoil • Mulch • Stone • Sand • Shale...
Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

THE JOY OF BUILDING
New construction, additions,  

renovations, and historical restorations

MARK PERITZ  •  845 399-3080   
 jobconco@gmail.com • thejoyofbuilding.com

Lawn Mowing & 
Snow Plowing 

   (845) 679-CUTT (2888)

&

CLEANING SERVICES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION

GARDEN CONSULTING

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

LEGAL SER VIC ES

BUILDERS & RELATED SER VIC ES BUILDERS & RELATED SER VIC ES

DIVORCE, LANDLORD/TENANT,
REAL ESTATE, WILLS 

THE LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN GOTTLIEB
74 TINKER STREET WOODSTOCK, NEW YORK

721 BROADWAY SUITE 112 KINGSTON, NEW YORK
(845) 338-2139  (845) 389-0166  sirag1951@gmail.com

INSULATION, LEAF REMOVAL, GUTTERS, 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING & CARPENTRY

We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.

845-514-3953 • 518-929-6369

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722

RECREATION

peregrine8@hvc.rr.com – www.woodstocknytrails.com

MINDFUL PROPERTY
Management & Maintenance
Francesca Ortolano – Property Manager

Donny Kass – Property Maintenance
Organized – Reliable – Meticulous

845.657.4180–O  845.389.0969–C  mindfulproperty77@gmail.com
55 Years Combined Experience

READY FOR SPRING?
Soil Testing Available Now

Biological Food Garden & Farm Soil Testing
Organic-Regenerative Soil Balancing

Compost Tea – Biodynamic Preps
Testing – Education – Consulting
Ross 845-825-7657

ASHOKAN STORE-IT
Ask about our long term storage discount

 5x10  5x15  10x10  10x15  10x20  10x30
 $40  $50  $70  $90  $110  $150

Cell Phone (845) 389-0504
845-657-2494 • 1 Ridge Rd. Shokan, NY 12481

STORAGE

5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200 — 5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722CS CONSTRUCTION

Roofing • Siding • Decks • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
All Phases of Home Improvement 

— Free Estimates —
Chris Shauger   f550diesel@msn.com

Houtman Rd., Saugerties, NY 845-750-7038

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

5 weeks $75  |  845-334-8200



Almanac Weekly  | theatre

Voice Theatre performance

Voice Theatre will present a live performance of Our 
Town by Thornton Wilder. Act one will be shown on Fri-
day, April 24 at 7:30 p.m., https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sEnMLY7-0LA&feature=youtu.be, followed by act 
two on Saturday, April 25 at 7:30 p.m., https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ykKB6E6H-B8&feature=youtu.be.

The Our Town cast includes: Cynthia Adler, Hillel Adiv, 
Karina Baikanova, Jordan Feltner, Lucien Freligh, John Gaz-
zale, Irene Glezos, Mia Gottesman, Hunter Gutterman, Neil 
Howard, Olivia Howell, John Little, Robert Lloyd, Sean Mar-
rinan, Ron Morehead, Alexander Reed, Gorman Ruggiero 
and Christa Trinler. Direction: Shauna Kanter; stage manage-
ment: Quentin Champ-Doran.

For information, call 679-0154.

Almanac Weekly  | art

Exhibition at Gruber Gallery

The Mark Gruber Gallery in New Paltz will present its first 
virtual exhibition, “Chasing Light,” a group show. This exhibit marks 
the gallery’s 44th year in business. View this virtual show online at 
markgrubergallery.com and click on Exhibitions.

When the gallery opens its doors again, it will be with a grand re-
opening event celebrating “Chasing Light” and its move to a new loca-
tion, four doors to the right (in the old Game Stop space).

Works are now available for sale. The gallery’s framing service can 

also be accessed. Email Mark at markgruber@verizon.net or call the 
gallery at its temporary off-site cell number: 750-1288. 

“Chasing Light” is expressed and interpreted by local talents in 
contemporary yet traditional styles and a variety of media. The art-
ists include Sue Barrasi, Jim Coe, Jim Cramer, Kevin Cook, Mireille 
Duchesne, Carolyn Edlund, Staats Fasoldt, Tarryl Gabel, Marlene Wie-
denbaum and more.

J I M  C O E

"Western Sky."
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Poughkeepsie 
Waterfront opening

The Poughkeepsie Waterfront 
Market will open its 2020 season on 
Monday, May 4. The market will run 
weekly on Monday afternoons from 
3 to 6:30 p.m. in the pavilion at the 
Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum, 75 
North Water Street in Poughkeepsie. 

Though the main museum is closed 
to visitors at this time as part of “New 
York on Pause,” the Mid-Hudson 
Children’s Museum’s public farmers’ 
market has been deemed an essential 
business.

This pre-season market will offer 
farm-fresh spring greens and vegeta-
bles, herbs, apples, cider, baked good, 
eggs, poultry, vegetable plant starts, 
prepared food and more. 

To ensure the safety of patrons, 
vendors and staff, the market is mak-
ing several operational adjustments. 
Patrons should expect to abide by 
social distancing measures, includ-
ing a separate entrance and exit to 
the pavilion, marked set-back lines at 
each vendor station, directional sig-
nage and marked spacing to ensure 
distancing in the cuing of lines. All 
vendors will be required to wear face 
masks and gloves, regularly disinfect 
their vendor stations, and offer pre-
packaged produce and food products 
to minimize exposure. Patrons are 
asked to wear face masks in public 
and to understand that handling of 
food products is limited and must be 
done by vendors.

Wineries offer curbside pickup
Wine enthusiasts can still get their 

favorite Hudson Valley wines, spirits 
and hard ciders from the Shawangunk 
Wine Trail wineries delivered straight 
to their door or pickup curbside. For 
complete details on each winery, visit 
https://www.shawangunkwinetrail.
com/curbside-wine-pick-up-or-de-
livery-shawangunk-wine-trail/.

Shawangunk Wine Trail members 
include Angry Orchard in Walden, 
Applewood Winery in Warwick, 
Baldwin Vineyard in Pine Bush, Ben-
marl Winery in Marlboro, Brimstone 
Hill Vineyard in Pine Bush, Broth-
erhood, America’s Oldest Winery in 
Washingtonville, Clearview Vineyard 
in Warwick, Demarest Hill Win-
ery & Distillery in Warwick, Glorie 
Farm Winery in Marlboro, Magna-
nini Farm Winery in Wallkill, Palaia 
Winery & Meadery in Highland 
Mills, Robibero Winery in New Paltz, 
Stoutridge Vineyard & Distillery in 
Marlboro, Warwick Valley Winery & 
Distillery in Warwick and Whitecliff 
Vineyard in Gardiner.

Masha Gessen joins 
Bard faculty

Bard College announces the ap-
pointment of award-winning au-
thor Masha Gessen as Distinguished 
Writer in Residence. Gessen, who will 
join the faculty in fall 2020, will teach 
courses that integrate literature, writ-
ing and contemporary culture and 
politics.

“Masha Gessen is one of the most 
essential voices in our cultural land-
scape,” says professor Dinaw Menges-
tu. “They bring an invaluable perspec-
tive as a writer whose work sits at the 

intersection of literature and global 
politics. We are thrilled to welcome 
them into the Bard community,” 

Gessen is a staff writer at The New 
Yorker and the author of eleven books 
of nonfiction, most recently Surviv-

C H E C K  I T  O U TC H E C K  I T  O U TC H E C K  I T  O U T

P R O V I D E D

Voice Theatre will present a live screening of Our Town 
on Friday, April 24 and Saturday, April 25. 



Almanac Weekly | history

HHS digital initiatives

Joining other institutions, Historic Huguenot Street 
has launched a new online programming initiative that in-
cludes videos, hands-on activities, special deals from the mu-
seum shop, and new ways to participate and explore its exhibi-
tions, archives and collection. These virtual experiences will be 
available on the museum’s website and shared through its so-
cial-media channels using the hashtag #MuseumsFromHome. 

“Historic Huguenot Street is fortunate in that it already had 
a strong and engaging online presence,” says Liselle LaFrance, 
HHS’s executive director. “As disappointed as we are about not 
being able to serve people directly on site, the current circum-
stances have allowed us to test new interpretive approaches.”

On Mondays, school programming coordinator Alyssa Bru-
no reads children’s books in the museum shop/

Tuesdays and Thursdays highlights the HHS collections and 
archives.

Wednesdays showcase continued adult education with a se-
ries of readings from historical lectures, accounts on the fight 
for women’s suffrage and more. 

Fridays feature special programs from arts and interpreta-
tion manager Amber Neilson, including most recently a video 
of popular spooky stories from the site. 

And Saturdays HHS participates in #ShopUlsterSaturday, 
a county-wide small-business initiative offering deals from its 
online museum shop available for delivery.

This isn’t the first time Historic Huguenot Street has gone 
digital: The museum’s free walking tour app is available for 
download and allows visitors practicing social distancing to 
learn about the history of Huguenot Street from their phones 
(https://www.huguenotstreet.org/app). Historic Huguenot 
Street’s collections are available 24/7 through New York Heri-
tage Digital Collections (https://nyheritage.org/contributors/
historic-huguenot-street), including manuscripts and photo-
graphs, and objects such as textiles, kitchenware and more.

“Historic Huguenot Street’s curatorial team has been de-
veloping a number of exhibits relating to women’s history as 
part of the celebration of the centennial of women’s suffrage 
in New York State,” says Josephine Bloodgood, director of cu-
ratorial and preservation affairs. “These were intended to be 
physical exhibits. Instead, starting next month, these stories, 
told through original documents, collection objects and text, 
will be made available online through the HHS website. In this 
way, our audiences can learn and explore the narratives from 
their own homes.”
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ing Autocracy, to be published in 
June. 

Dorsky virtual exhibition call
The Samuel Dorsky Museum of 

Art at SUNY New Paltz is inviting 
Hudson Valley artists and makers to 
submit images of recent artwork for 
inclusion in a new, virtual exhibition 
that looks at how quarantine and the 

wider pandemic have impacted our 
lives and creative practices.

“Stay Home, Make Art: Hudson 
Valley, NY, Edition” poses the ques-
tion: How are you being creative 
during quarantine? Maybe you don’t 
feel like making anything. Maybe it’s 
all you can do. Perhaps your art has 
taken a different direction or, because 
of limitations of space or child-care, 

you’re using new mediums or scales. 
The goal of “Stay Home, Make Art” 

is to help artists remain visible dur-
ing the pandemic and share their 
new work with the wider community, 
while also modeling safe social dis-
tancing practices. 

The Dorsky will feature selected 
works online on its website and Insta-
gram and Facebook pages. Artists are 
invited to submit their work via email 
to curator and exhibitions manager 
Anna Conlan at conlana@newpaltz.
edu. 

Please include between one and 
four images of your work, title, me-
dium and dimensions of the work 
shared, a  short statement of one or 
two sentences about the work and/
or your current experience, and your 
website address and social-media 
handles, if applicable

The Dorsky Museum intends to 
showcase several selected artworks 
per week, depending on submissions 
received. The deadline for submission 
will be rolling until further notice. 
Please reach out to Conlan at conla-
na@newpaltz.edu with questions. 

Woodstock film programming
The Woodstock Film Festival is 

working to provide virtual program-
ming. The “Alternative Projections” 
series delivers short and full-length 
films curated by Woodstock Film Fes-
tival’s programmers, staff and alumni 
that are free to stream to mailing-list 
subscribers. 

Films featured include WFF alum 
Marshall Curry’s Academy award-
winning short The Neighbors’ Win-
dow, which screened at the 2020 
Woodstock Film Festival. To view the 
projects highlighted by the Alterna-
tive Projections Series, visit https://
woodstockfilmfestival.org/alterna-
tive-projections. 

The Virtual Films & Conversations 
series hosts intimate online Q&A ses-
sions with filmmakers, producers and 
other industry leaders through Zoom 
and Facebook Live. All talks are 
open to members of the public and 
participants are encouraged to field 
questions by leaving a comment or 
submitting one to the moderator. For 
additional information, visit https://
woodstockfilmfestival.org/virtual-
films-conversations.

Vassar storytelling night
Two members of the Vassar Col-

lege faculty and a student will share 

H H S  P E R M A N E N T  C O L L E C T I O N

While today we might find these objects made of human 
hair to be unusual, hair art was quite the popular medium 
during the 19th century. Driven by the sentimental 
feelings of the Victorian era, individuals used loved 
one's hair to express love and devotion, as well as 
making it a part of the mourning process. The framed 
hair bouquet is believed to have been on display in the 
parlor of Mrs. John LeFevre Deyo in Llyod, NY. A more 
simplistic approach to the art, the writing book page 
features ornamental hair samples that are braided and 
beribboned. This page was created by Naomi C. Freer in 
the late 19th century. The locks of hair likely belonged to 
Naomi Freer's family and friends.

It !
through

the

wilderness
845-688-7200

info@lazymeadow.com

Our doors are closed,
but we're still open online!

https://woodstockfilmfestival.org/alternative-projections
https://woodstockfilmfestival.org/alternative-projections
https://woodstockfilmfestival.org/alternative-projections
https://woodstockfilmfestival.org/virtual-films-conversations
https://woodstockfilmfestival.org/virtual-films-conversations
https://woodstockfilmfestival.org/virtual-films-conversations
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their personal reflections on climate 
change in a virtual storytelling event. 
The show will start at 7 p.m. on April 
28 and is accessible by logging on 
to https://www.storycollider.org/
shows/2020/4/28/vassar-changing-
climates.

Professor of physics Jenny Magnes, 
psychological science professor Lori 
Newman, and Vassar senior Wyn Ze-
nni will be the storytellers. Magnes 
said her story would include memo-
ries and observations from her life as 
a child in Germany and as a scientist 
in the United States. Without reveal-
ing too much about the content of her 
story Magnes said it focuses partially 
on “being a woman in physics rather 
than a man in physics.”

The event will be hosted by the Vas-
sar Grand Challenges Program, a cur-
riculum initiative that calls for stu-
dents and faculty to examine a series 
of major global issues, starting with 
climate change. 

Participants for the event were 
chosen following a workshop on the 

campus hosted by The Story Collider, 
an organization that helps scientists 
and others tell science-related stories. 
The primary mission of the Grand 
Challenges program is to foster an in-
clusive community working together 
to tackle global climate change.

Powerhouse season postponed
New York Stage and Film and Vas-

sar College have postponed the 2020 
Powerhouse Theater season to 2021. 
Each year, the Powerhouse season 
runs in June and July and serves 
more than 400 professional artists, 
50 student writers, directors and ac-
tors in the Training Program, 25 in-
terns and 10,000 audience members. 
New York Stage and Film will con-
tinue to serve artists throughout the 
course of the full calendar year with 

workshops, readings and residencies, 
and to support artists at every stage of 
the life cycle of a project.

“New York Stage and Film and 
Vassar College have made the very 
difficult decision to pause the Pow-
erhouse season for this summer. Our 
collaboration has been a staple of the 
Hudson Valley for 35 years, and will 
continue for many more after this 
unprecedented global crisis recedes. 
A large part of what makes the sum-
mer special is the intensive, residen-
tial community on the Vassar campus 
and we cannot wait to return next 
summer,” said artistic director Chris 
Burney.

Powerhouse producing director Ed 
Cheetham said, “We know it was the 
right decision to make, but it’s still 
heartbreaking that we won’t be able 

to gather as a community this season, 
to celebrate the work of hundreds of 
artists, whether they be established, 
emerging or just starting out.”

Vassar College president Elizabeth 
H. Bradley added, “Powerhouse is 
an annual tradition for many in the 
Hudson Valley community, and we 
will dearly miss welcoming them to 
the Vassar campus.”

The Powerhouse Theater Training 
Program will also be postponed until 
the summer of 2021.

We’ll get through 
this together

BlueWave has partnered with the Food Bank of the 
Hudson Valley to support their COVID-19 response. 
And when you sign up for community solar we’ll 
donate an additional $150 on your behalf. Learn 
more and sign up at:

start.bluewavesolar.com/foodbank

FURNITURE
FABULOUS

10 minutes from Woodstock!

Jessica Rice
Beautiful Images Hair Salon

123 Boices Lane, Kingston, NY 12401

Makeup: 845-309-6860
www.jessicamitzi.com

Hair: 845-383-1852
www.beautifulimageshairsalon.com

SAUGERTIES
SENIOR HOUSING

Subsidized Housing 
for Low Income 
Senior Citizens

SECURE LIVING
Call or write for an application

at the information below
155 MAIN STREET • SAUGERTIES, NY 12477
— 845-247-0612 —

WAITINGLIST
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C L A S S I F I E D SC L A S S I F I E D SC L A S S I F I E D S
225 Party Planning/

Catering

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A 
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET 
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly 
Rentals. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan, 
Green (pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented), 
Red & Blue Handicap Accessible. (We also 
have a few w/sinks). Great for Construc-
tion/Building Sites, Sporting Events, Con-
certs, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Wed-
dings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party 
Events, etc. Call 845-658-8766, 845-417-
6461 or 845-706-7197. e-mail: TLKporta-
bles@gmail.com

380 Garage/
Workspace/
Storage

ASHOKAN 
STORE-IT

Ask About Our 
Long Term Storage Discount

 5x10 $40 5x15 $50 10x10 $70
 10x15 $90 10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504

1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

430 New Paltz 
Rentals

1-BEDROOM APARTMENT available 
April 1 at Village Arms. Wood floors. Top 
floor, end unit. Convenient location on Rt. 
32 bus route. $1200/month includes heat, 
hot water, plowing and garbage pick-up. No 
pets. No smokers. 1st month, 1 month secu-
rity to move in. Call 845-594-4433. Owner 
is Broker, no fee.

NEW PALTZ GARDENS 
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts. 
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.  

3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171
NEW PALTZ: 1-BEDROOM APART-
MENT. Single person. $850/month all utili-
ties included. 5 miles to town. No pets. Call 
anytime, leave message 845-255-2316 or 
845-389-6195.

SOUTHSIDE TERRACE APARTMENTS 
offers semester leases for FALL 2020 and 
Short-Term for the Summer! Furnished 
studios, one & two bedrooms, includes heat 
& hot water. Recreation facilities. Walking 
distance to campus and town. 845-255-
7205.

NICE UNFURNISHED ROOMS; Starting 
at $485/month. Excellent location. Close 
to SUNY college. All utilities included. Call 
845-255-6029 or 914-474-5176, leave mes-
sage.

600 For Sale

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: 
Bowflex Power Pro w/210lb. rod pack, leg 
curl and leg ext. accessory; $500. Total 
Gym; $250. Pilates reformer; $100. Call 
845-255-0523.

margotmolnar1@gmail.com (845)679-
6242.

715 Cleaning Services

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845-
658-2073.

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded 

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 
or (845) 679-8932

CLEAN UPS, CLEAN OUTS. Indoor/Out-
door. Junk & debris removal. Estates pre-
pared for Moving and Sale. (845)688-2253.

717 Caretaking/ 
Home 
Management

720 Painting/Odd 
Jobs

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A 
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen 
mounting, light hauling/delivery, clean-
outs. Second home caretaking. All small/
medium jobs considered. Versatile, trust-
worthy, creative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix 
It. 845-616-7999.

English Handyman, mature, friendly, ex-
perienced, reliable, educated. Painting, 
woodwork, repairs, etc. Also maintenance, 
management and pre-sale consultation. 
Quick response 917-364-2157.

Gary Buckendorf
NEED EXTERIOR PAINTING?

I want to keep Social Distance
I WORK ALONE

Many references in Catskill area and Manhattan
garybuckendorf@gmail.com

917-593-5069

QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980

•  Int. & Ext. Painting

• Power Washing

•  Sheetrock &  
Plaster Repair

• Free Estimates

Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured  •  ritaccopainting.com

HANDYALL SERVICES: *Carpentry, 

*Plumbing, *Electrical, *Painting, *Excavat-

ing & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. Trees cut. 

Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal, 

Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors 

and property managers for 20 years. One 

call, it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts. 

845-247-7365. GarysHauling.com

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,

All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured

Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig
845-331-4966/249-8668
Visit my website: Haberwash.com

www.facebook.com/Haberwash

NYS DOT T-12467                 Incorporated 1985

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery

• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253

ULSTER PUBLISHING POLICY
It is illegal for anyone to: ...Advertise or make any statement that indicates a limitation or preference based on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, familial status, handicap (disability), age, marital status or sexual orientation. Also, please be advised that 
language that indicates preference (i.e. “working professionals,” “single or couple,” “mature...professional,” etc.) is considered to 
be discriminatory. To avoid such violations of the Fair Housing Law, it is best to describe the apartment to be rented rather than 
the person(s) the advertiser would like to attract. This prohibition against discriminatory advertising applies to single family and 
owner-occupied housing that is otherwise exempt from the Fair Housing Act.

to place an ad:

Call 334-8200. Hours: MWThF 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.

The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

$20 for 30 words; 20 cents for each additional word.

Proofread before submitting. No refunds will be given, but credit will 
be extended toward future ads if we are responsible for any error. 

Almanac’s classified ads are distributed throughout the region 
and are included in Woodstock Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties 
Times and Kingston Times. Over 15,000 copies printed.
Almanac’s classified ads also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com,  
part of our network of sites with more than 2.6 million unique  
visitors per year. 

Prepay with cash, check, Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

$72 for four weeks (30 words); $225 for 13 weeks; $425 for 26 
weeks; 800 for a year; each additional word after 30 is 20 cents per 
word per week. Future credit given for cancellations, no refunds.

classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com
classifieds.hudsonvalleyone.com/place-a-classified-ad
Our fax-machine number is 845-334-8809 (include credit card #)
322 Wall St., Kingston.
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601 Portable Toilet 
Rentals

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766  |  845-417-6461  |  845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Weekends • Weekly  • Monthly

603 Tree Services

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz 
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood for 
Sale. (845)255-7259. Residential, Munici-
palities.

LAWLESS 
FULLY INSURED         TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING 
ALLEN LAWLESS • 845-247-2838

                  SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK          CELL.: 845-399-9659

615 Hunting/Fishing 
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese 
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. Trans-
fers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal 
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90 
Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

695 Professional 
Services

*Jessica Rice*; Beautiful Images Hair Sa-
lon, 123 Boices Lane, Kingston. Hair- 845-
383-1852; www.beautifulimageshairsalon.
com Makeup- 845-309-6860; www.jessi-
camitzi.com

GBM TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
INC. Professional Moving and Delivery. 
Residential/Commercial. Local and N.Y.C. 
Metro areas. N.Y.S. Dot T 12467, Shanda-
ken, N.Y. Call 845-688-2253.

700 Personal & 
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of 
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH 
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength 
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, Strong-
man, Olympic Lifting Equipped* *9000 
sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of turf. 
Group Training Sessions - Registered Dieti-
cian - Youth Programs - Personal Training. 
120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call Today 
845-853-8189.

702 Art Services

710 Organizing/
Decorating/
Refinishing

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER/HOUSE-
KEEPER. Help w/everyday problems, spe-
cial projects; clutter, paperwork, moving, 
gardening & personal assistant. Affordable. 
Fully Insured, Confidentiality Assured. 
MargotMolnar.com; Masters Psychology, 
former CEO, Certified Hospice Volunteer. 

 Love Almanac Weekly?
Consider making a contribution. 

You’ll help support our mission and be 
entered to win tickets to local events. 

hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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725 Plumbing, 
Heating,  AC  
& Electric

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.

www.stoneridgeelectric.com

Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

e w Emergency Generators r y

LICENSED         331-4227         INSURED

•  Standby Generators

•  Service Upgrades

• Emergency Service 
Available

•  LED Lighting

• Landscape Lighting

•  Wiring for Pools  
& Spas

740 Building Services

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENT-
ALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals. 
We have Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pine-
scented), pink (rose-scented), red & blue 
handicap accessible. (We also have a few w/
sinks). Great for Construction/Building 
Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Fes-
tivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Camp-
sites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call 
845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-706-
7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry, 
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting, 
Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small 

jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
References available. (845)616-7470.

From Walls to Floors,
Ceilings to Doors,

Decks, Siding,  
Additions & More

Reliable, dependable & insured
845-591-8812

tedsinteriors@gmail.com

 Ted’s Interiors & Remodeling Inc.

760 Gardening/
Landscaping 

Paramount
Earthworks

Landscaping & Excavation
Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,

Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.

Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

William   (845) 401-6637

950 Animals

Look  who’s being cared for at Saugerties 
Animal Shelter! We have such loving adult 
cats & kittens just waiting to become part of 
your family. CEDRIC; one of the most beau-
tiful; ok, handsome white, tan & black blue 

eyed cats you’d ever hope to meet. He’s so 
affectionate! He was left to fend for himself 
when his family moved & abandoned him. 
Terrible thing to happen to this wonderful 
8-year old cat boy. BETTY: was a wonderful 
cat mama. All of Betty’s kittens were adopt-
ed and now Betty, a 2-year old adorable ti-
ger, is looking for a home. Betty is shy and 
waiting for someone to love her uncondi-
tionally. BLACKIE; elegant, all black, 
6-year old cat girl is ready to bring you joy. If 
you adopt kittens: Remember: 2 kittens 
aren’t twice as much fun as 1 kitten; they’re 
10 times the fun! Also- They’ll always have 
each other as company. And- you will re-
ceive twice the love! If you’re interested in 
adopting a kitten, this is a perfect time to 
meet the adorable, lively kittens at Sau-
gerties Animal Shelter. Kitten season is al-
most all year long!! Teenage kittens are be-
tween 10-14 months old. That time-frame 
can vary as each kitten is an individual. 
These are the DOGS at Saugerties Animal 
Shelter. Please come meet them & see who 
could be your new love. MOLLY: super 
sweet, spayed, 7-year old Pittie Lab girl. 
She’s good w/larger dogs but no cats, please. 
Molly’s tail never stops wagging! LILY: 
sweet & shy, tan & white, 4-year old brindle 
Pittie mix girl who needs a quiet home. 
Since we care about everyone’s safety, espe-
cially during this health crisis, the shelter is 
open by appointment only. Appointments 
are available for Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. Please call 845-679-0339 to 
make an appointment to meet your new 
love! Saugerties Animal Shelter - 1765 NY-
212, Saugerties, NY 12477. (SAS is located 
behind the transfer station.)

960 Pet Care

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT? 
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or out-
building? Would you like to consider having 
feral cats? You can help cats in need who 
will help keep your barn, etc. free of rodents. 
The cats will be neutered/spayed and up to 
date w/shots. Please call the Woodstock 
Feral Cat Project at 347-258-2725.

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits  

for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392

LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

Check us out
on Facebook!

999 Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks re-
gardless of condition. Junk cars removed. 
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

Almanac Weekly | The Night Sky

 The evening star at its very best

 By Bob Berman

W
e’ve been lately 
obsessed with the 
Evening Star, Venus.

With good reason. 
After the moon, Ve-

nus is the brightest thing in the night 
sky. Nothing else even comes close. 
No wonder civilizations through the 
ages worshiped it. And yet, these days, 
most people seem unaware of our sis-
ter planet, the nearest celestial body 

after the moon, the Evening Star.
Venus is not always there. Some-

times it’s behind the sun. Sometimes 
it’s very low, hidden in twilight behind 
hills and trees. Then for nine months 
at a time it’s only visible in the pre-
dawn east, a gift for early risers.

When it does appear in the evening 
sky, it stays for nine months, but still 
its visibility depends on the slant of 
its orbit with the horizon.  Only if it 
reaches its greatest elongation from 
the Sun in early spring, does its or-
bit angle almost straight up from the 

sunset point. And that’s what’s hap-
pening right now.

This week,  Venus has reached its 
greatest separation from the sun 
while standing high above where the 
sun set. These are rare perfect condi-
tions that make Venus appear as high 
up as is ever possible. But on top of 
that, Venus is also at its most bril-
liant. It will easily cast shadows when 
viewed away from all artificial lights 
against a white surface.  It’s highest at 
nightfall, around 8:30 p.m.

But we must savor it. Soon, in May, 

Venus will plunge lower and lower 
each evening, and then pass in front 
of the sun. And its wonderful evening 
sky apparition will be over.

Next year, Venus will be low and 
awful. However, since Venus orbits 
the sun 13 times in the same interval 
that earth makes eight circuits, this 
exact current apparition will repeat 
in 2028, almost to the day. But why 
start planning ahead?  Right now we 
have Venus in our grasp. 

It’s the most spectacular presenta-
tion of the evening star we can ever see.


