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Our curve is flattening
Limited available data
shows a clear pattern
By Geddy Sveikauskas

I
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Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan (left) talks with Chief Medical Officer of HealthAlliance of the Hudson Valley, Dr.
Michael Doyle (right) at Ulster County’s third COVID-19 testing site located in Midtown Kingston at 27 Grand Street.

t’s as plain as the nose on your
face. This wave of the COVID-19
pandemic is slowly receding locally. It is no disservice to the cause of
public health to say so.
The relief we all feel is palpable.
But we will soon face equally difficult
circumstances on the way down the
slippery slope of this pandemic as we
have been experiencing on the way up.
The data for coronavirus at Ulster
County’s testing sites has shown a
slowing cumulative increase in total
positive cases in recent days. Back on
April 11, there had been 655 positive
tests, and 2566 had come out negative. As of April 28, there were 1294
positive cases and 4856 negative ones.
The doubling had taken two weeks and
three days – a promising signal because
it took so long.
The curve does seem to be plateauing. But Ulster County is by no means
out of the proverbial woods. As the
public will find out as actual numbers
emerge from more counts at local nursing homes, much of that progress has
been due less to a weakening of positive
findings than to a statistical skewing
in the largely self-selected population
tested.
Considering the number of variables
affecting the numbers, the ratio of
positives to negatives findings hasn’t
changed much. By April 28, the number of Ulster County positives deemed
to have recovered after sufficient quarantine had increased to 280. This was
Continued on page 2

Photography
Now!
Register now for free virtual
photography workshops for teens
by Frances Marion Platt

B

eing in lockdown is stressful for everybody, but
especially so for at-risk youth, who often lack the family resources needed to support their continuing engagement with learning resources when school isn’t in session. Well before anyone besides top health experts was
anticipating a global pandemic, the county-run Restorative Justice and Community Empowerment Center in Kingston was
looking for worthy projects to fund that would steer teenagers from
economically challenged families away from the school-to-prison
pipeline, by making them aware of better, achievable alternatives for
shaping the arc of their future. Among the grants the Center awarded last year was one to My Kingston Kids to organize workshops to
Continued on page 3
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Our curve is flattening
Continued from page 1

a pandemic which most people who had tested
positive were going to survive. The virus-caused
Ulster County fatalities – their definition a matter
of some dispute – had risen to 24.
It had seemed around Easter that the rate of
tested positives might be increasing above ten percent per day, meaning an approximate doubling of
the reported infected population every week. The
news stories were all about the lack of ventilators
and the inadequate personal protections of the
overworked healthcare providers.
But the worst-case scenario didn’t materialize.
The hospitalization rate is now flat. The story has
shifted.
If the predicted weekly doubling had occurred,
there would now have been a projected 2365
positive findings for Ulster County to deal with,
a thousand more than there actually are. Social
distancing, the wearing of masks, the avoidance
of crowd events, and the thorough washing of
hands appear to have had their cumulative positive impact on the results after all. We’ll analyze
below how different patterns of behavior and circumstance in three areas of Ulster County appear
to have resulted in markedly different infection
rates.
Quite properly, officials warn of overconfidence.
A premature relaxation of the present restrictions
could backfire. Ulster County executive Pat Ryan
says he’s been told that there are probably ten asymptomatic carriers of the virus for every positive
diagnosis – a very high ratio, but one aligned with
an extensive recent state study of the presence of
antibodies to the novel coronavirus in New Yorkers. The reopening of the economy needs to be deliberate, measured and regulated. Testing is key.
To be tested for COVID-19 in Ulster County until recently, you needed a car, a physician’s note,
and an appointment at a testing site. Last week
the county government and HealthAlliance of the
Hudson Valley collaborated on a new site on a
parking lot on Grand Street in Midtown Kingston. You still needed an appointment to be tested,
but you could walk in.
Statistics are kept on the results at the three Ulster County COVID-19 test sites: the Grand Street
one, the one at a TechCity parking lot in Ulster,
and outside the hospital in Ellenville. The people
tested say where they live, and the numbers are recorded by municipality on the county’s COVID-19
website. The dashboard on the site provides the
number of people tested (6150 as of April 27), the
number of positives (1294) and negative (4856)
tests, the number of people quarantined long
enough to have been judged recovered (280), and
the number of fatalities (24).
The pattern of infection incidence differs among
three major different sections of Ulster County.
It’s been the highest from the beginning in the exurban towns in the southern and eastern sections,
Wawarsing, Shawangunk, Plattekill, Marlborough and Lloyd, which are more oriented toward
the economies of Orange and Dutchess counties.
The data shows that the northeastern part of the
county, centered on Kingston and consisting of the
Esopus-to-Saugerties corridor, has recently experienced a surge in its infection rate. Meanwhile,
the western part of the county, which consists
of towns of smaller population with a generally
higher proportion of seasonal and second-home
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Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan.
residents, have recorded much lower per-capita
infection rates than the rest of the county.
The three sections vary very little from each
other in terms of population (56,000, 57,000 and
59,000 per the 2010 federal census). The southern section had 525 positive cases, the northeastern section 434, and the remainder of the county
243. Whoever advanced the theory that New York
City second homers would come to the area to
party and infect the locals seemed to have been
dead wrong.
Earlier in the pandemic, the Kingston corridor
had trailed southern Ulster in infections by a considerable margin. On April 25, however, the Town
of Ulster reported 55 new COVID-19 cases at the
Ten Breock Commons nursing home. According
to Ryan, test results on the occupants of eleven of
13 major nursing homes in the county (Wingate
in Lloyd reported 20 new cases on April 19) are
still awaited.
Six thousand tests in Ulster County represent a
considerable effort, but the fact the tests don’t tell
us as much as we need to know is troubling. These
tests don’t tell us much about the population as
a whole. Even though they’re the best we’ve got,
that’s extremely troubling.

As the economy opens up, it will be essential for
government to be able accurately to track virus
transmission not passively by waiting for people
to show up for appointments at parking lots but
actively by being able to identify and isolate asymptomatic carriers of a disease that can kill.
That’s going to be very hard work under menacing
circumstances.
Government is in a tough position. It’s going to
take more than a few well-intentioned committees to build an effective new economy on top of
the ashes of the old one.
“As we continue to address the day-to-day
public health challenges of COVID-19, we must
simultaneously prepare for and respond to the
longer-term economic and social ramifications
of the pandemic,” Pat Ryan said in a recent statement. “Our recovery efforts must be coordinated,
compassionate and equitable. It’s more important
now than ever that we renew our commitment to
leave no one behind.”
The execution is even more important than the
intention.
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Photography Now!
Continued from page 1
teach kids the art of photography, free of charge.
The first series, offered last fall, was a tremendous success, culminating with public exhibitions
where the young participants – novices all – were
actually able to sell some of their work. A new
eight-week series gets underway this Wednesday,
April 29, taught entirely via Zoom classes. And
while some of the slots are reserved for youth on
probation or otherwise identified as at-risk by
the Restorative Justice Center, enrollment in the
course is open to anyone in the county aged 14 to
18.
The instructor is Star Nigro, an award-winning
photographer and multimedia artist who is program director at My Kingston Kids. The offspring
of a sculptor dad and an “artistically inclined”
mom, Nigro was home-birthed in Woodstock and
grew up literally upstairs from the shop Modern
Mythology. “I was watching all the kids on the Village Green from my window,” she recalls. “I would
get off the bus after school and go visit the storekeepers. I was really one of the ‘town kids.’”
Besides growing up surrounded by working artists in her parents’ social circles, Nigro was blessed
with natural talent. She haunted the crafts room
during summer camp and began taking classes
with Kathy Anderson at the Woodstock School
for Young Artists while still in grade school, later coming back to do apprenticeships while in
high school and again after college. “It wasn’t
just on paper,” she recalls of Anderson’s approach
to teaching art. “We used plaster, wax – a lot of
mixed media.”
Although she got her first taste of darkroom
work at Onteora High School, photography wasn’t
Nigro’s main thing when she put her portfolio together to apply to the Art Institute of Boston at
Lesley University. She had thought to concentrate
in graphic arts. But the college had more room
in its photography program, and offered Nigro a
four-year scholarship if she’d switch majors. She
accepted, and the door that opened for her at
that moment proved the beginning of a thriving
career in which photography is but one element
in her hybrid artistic explorations. r “They let us
use cameras the first year when most colleges
wouldn’t until second year,” she recalls. “The first
main course dealt with creating anything in relation to light so it expanded my idea of what photography could be.”
From working with camera setups that prepared her for commercial photography work, Nigro moved on to street photography and fell in
love with the work of Henri Cartier-Bresson. Before she even graduated, she had traveled to Brazil, camera in hand, to begin collecting the candid
shots of people going about their lives in many
lands that are among the hallmarks of her oeuvre. But she was also exposed there to indigenous
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Raindrops on spring flowers.

crafts using natural and found materials that inspired her to begin making her own jewelry pieces
that incorporate photographic images: another
signature line of work. Among the early collectors
of her one-of-a-kind jewelry creations were A-list
gallerist Joan Sonnabend and celebrity chef Rachael Ray.
Since earning her BFA, Nigro has lived various
places, including a stint on Long Island getting to
know her mother’s Italian-immigrant family, and
traveled to many countries doing photojournalism. She has had a long-running relationship with
the Bronx Council of the Arts, for whom she has
been teaching classes in Recycle Art for students
aged “5 to 85” for 12 years now. But her hometown
kept calling her back. “The colony of the arts was
supposed to be a traveling community,” she avers.
“We’re ambassadors for Woodstock Nation.”
Teaching has become a vital part of Nigro’s mission now that she’s living back in the mid-Hudson
again. “People wanted me to teach right out of
school. But I have no interest to teach what I do. I
want people to use their own talents and gifts,” she
says. The workshops she now leads for My Kingston Kids are “all about problem-solving, process
and experimentation…The product is the people.”
The photography class she taught in the autumn
of 2019 used Restorative Justice grant funding
to acquire a supply of DSLR cameras, which the
kids were not allowed to bring home with them.
They took them on photography field trips on
the streets of Kingston instead, learning to view
the world around them with a more critical and

discerning eye for composition than they might
have with a cellphone camera, where the number
of shots taken is unlimited. The upcoming virtual
learning course will instead allow participants
to use any camera they have available, including
phones; but Nigro will still insist, as part of the
exercise in selectivity, that they pretend that they
only have 24 to 36 exposures on a roll of film. The
first hour of each class will include lessons in the
history of photography, as well as the aesthetics of
the artform. In the second hour the students will
be invited to share and discuss their work, if they
feel comfortable doing so. “It’s an organic process,”
says Nigro. “They support each other.”
Webcam equipment is not necessary to take
the class; most cellphones have the capability to
attend a Zoom session. The course is completely
free and open to all Ulster County 14-to-18-yearolds, although participants are expected to make
a commitment to attend all eight sessions (minus the first one, if they sign up after April 29).
They take place from 3 to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays
through June 17. To register for “Photography
Now! The Virtual Edition,” contact Kim Mapes,
youth and family engagement coordinator at the
Ulster County Restorative Justice and Empowerment Center, at (845) 332-8165 or kmap@
co.ulster.ny.us. To see samples of Star Nigro’s
work, visit her website at www.starnigro.com. To
learn more about the youth programs offered by
My Kingston Kids, including additional upcoming distance-learning opportunities, visit http://
mykingstonkids.com.
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News notes
New Paltz | place

True Value is now Beck’s
Heads up, New Paltz: Michael
downsizing of equipment rentals
Beck is in town -- and he isn’t the
-- Beck says he’s going to keep it as
guy, better-known as Mike, who
an old-fashioned hardware store.
has been running P&G’s for all
It’ll be large in paint, “specializthese decades.
ing in Benjamin Moore, which is
An Ellenville native, this Beck,
very popular.” Some remodeling
the new proprietor of the former
is in progress. About 1000 square
True Value of New Paltz, is the
feet of space formerly used to store
owner of two sister stores in his
rental equipment soon to be dedihome town of Pine Bush, one also
cated to premium pet and farm
a True Value hardware store and
supplies, because Agway is closing.
the other the Home and Garden
“We’ll be a Purina dealer, and serCenter of Pine Bush.
vice everybody’s needs in the farm
The familiar establishment at
feed area. We’ll be fully stocked
4 Cherry Hill Road in New Paltz
with soils, mulches and garden
will henceforth be known as Beck’s
tools. We’re going to double the size
Home and Hardware.
of the store’s inventory.” The only
Why venture over the east side of
category of products formerly sold
the Gunks for an expansion? “New
by Agway that won’t be available at
Paltz kind of picked me,” says Beck.
Beck’s Home and Hardware is live
“Louie [Benson] wanted to move
plants, according to the new owner.
on after 19 or 20 years in the busiCustomers can sign up for a Freness.” Beck took over operating the
quent Buyer discount program on
store on March 13.
Facebook and enter a drawing for
The sale of building supplies is
a weekly giveaway of a bird feeder
considered an “essential” business,
and bag of birdseed.
so Beck’s Home and Hardware rePresuming that the pandemic
mains open daily from 9 a.m. to 5
will have run its course by then,
PHOTOS BY DION OGUST
p.m. despite the restrictions on reBeck is planning to hold a grand
Beck's Home and Hardware in New Paltz.
tail outlets during the Covid 19 criopening in June. “We should have
sis. Curbside pickup is available to customers who call ahead at 255-8481.
it up and running by the middle of May,” he said.
While some aspects of the operation will change -- notably a major
— Frances Marion Platt

Police chief defers raise
Joseph Snyder retired as New Paltz police chief
on April 25. New police chief Robert Lucchesi
isn’t even going to get an immediate raise from his
lieutenant’s salary through the end of the year, by
his own request. What’s more, he’s asked that the
20% he must pay toward his health insurance premiums be increased to 25% in 2021.
According to information available at seethroughny.net, the recently-retired Snyder was paid $134,101
as chief during 2019. During that same period, thenlieutenant Lucchesi was paid $105,344.
Health insurance is one of the biggest expense

New Paltz | history

Houses tour postponed

PROVIDED

The Bridge, New Paltz
The Wallkill Valley Land Trust’s tenth annual Houses on the Land Tour: The
Western Hamlets of New Paltz Over the Wallkill has been re-scheduled to Saturday, June
5, 2021.
“We were so looking forward to seeing you all on the historic house tour at the end of May,
but know the wisest decision in these difficult and tragic times is to postpone the tour,” said
Christie DeBoer, executive director of the Wallkill Valley Land Trust. “We will miss you all,
but hope you will mark your calendars now and join us again next June for a glorious celebration of this historic region with its beautiful natural landscapes, wonderful architectural
treasures and great family stories. We have much to look forward to!”
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drivers in a budget that, pre-pandemic, resulted
in a tax-levy hike of 6.67% over the 2019 spending
plan. Supervisor Neil Bettez said during the budget hearing in November that the town contribution in 2019 had increased $81,000 over the previous year; he also noted that the police contract
had been moved to arbitration largely because
town officials are looking for officers to pony up
more for their own health care.
The fiscal situation has likely changed for the
worse since a pandemic came to town, and Bettez confirmed that the new chief offered to delay
his raise and increase his own contributions out of
an awareness that this is an unprecedented situation. Town revenues mostly come from property
taxes, and it’s unclear what percentage of taxes
will be paid timely. Many building owners in New
Paltz depend on rental income to get that money
together, even as many renters and owners alike
find themselves with sharply reduced income
themselves. Mortgagees have the right to pay taxes to ensure that their own interest isn’t lost to a
tax foreclosure, but that’s not a guarantee it will
happen on time, or even at all.
Doubtless, local officials will be watching federal discussions over aid to local governments
closely in the coming weeks.
— Terence P Ward

Fire quickly quashed
Stories about a virus continue to dominate the
news, but emergency volunteers are still saving lives
threatened in more old-fashioned ways, such as fire.
Village of New Paltz firefighters responded to a call
on Tuesday, April 21, about “an odor of smoke coming from the basement on Mountain Rest Road,” according to a statement released afterward.
Chief Cory Wirthmann, first on the scene, spotted “a light haze in the residence” which proved to
be evidence of fire. Wirthmann and the assistant
chiefs are provided with vehicles that allow them
to respond quickly to a scene, without stopping at
the firehouse for gear. Members of the first fire attack crew to enter the building “relayed a heavy
fire in the basement,” and thereafter “a second
alarm for a working structure fire was transmitted,” with members of the High Falls, Tillson, Gardiner and Modena fire departments being asked
for mutual aid.
It’s reported that the fire “was knocked down

New Paltz | art

Roost Studios
contest winners
Roost Studios has announced the winners of its
student art exhibit. Roost’s mission is to build community
through the arts. The 2020 winners are Katie Tiley, Emma
Hines, Amanda Greenfield and Erin Dougherty. The winners received a $250 cash award.
The judges for the 2020 competition were Roost members Barbara Holt, Dan McCormack
and Peter Sheehan.

New Paltz | open space

New Paltz outdoors photos
As it develops a new Community Preservation Plan, the Town of New Paltz is looking
for input from residents about the open spaces
and historic features they appreciate in the
community. Photos taken and submitted by
residents that capture New Paltz’s outstanding
natural beauty, recreational opportunities and
historic features will complement the community survey that has been under way since
March 15.
Have a favorite view? Like historic features?
Enjoy outdoor recreational activities with your
family? Do you take nature shots? Which farm
stand says “New Paltz” to you? These are all
suggested categories that are eligible. Please
send a favorite photo (or two) that you have
taken that captures New Paltz’s outstanding
natural beauty and historic character. Digital
photos should be submitted electronically to
NewPaltzCPP@gmail.com. A selection of photos will be shared on the town website, social
media and may be included in the new plan.
Please indicate the location and who should be
credited for the photo.
“People are out enjoying the spring weather
and the wealth of outdoor opportunities in
New Paltz during this time of social distancCARA LEE
ing,” said Cara Lee, a member of the Clean
Sunflowers at the Wallkill View Farm Market in New Paltz.
Water Open Space Protection Commission
(CWOSP). “We invite people to share these
positive experiences with us through photos, to help the town create a well-informed plan for the future protection and stewardship of our community’s open spaces and historic properties. We are looking for photos of the places people love that make New Paltz such a special place to live.”
Recently the town contracted environmental planner Ted Fink to develop the new plan that will update and integrate the community’s open space
and historic preservation plans. The new plan will draw on the extensive data and documents the town has developed on natural resources, agricultural and historic properties. A draft plan is expected by early summer.
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New Paltz | passing

The New Paltz community mourns the death of Carol Roper
Carol Ann Roper, 86, of New Paltz, passed
away peacefully on Friday, April 24, 2020 at
Health Alliance-Broadway Hospital of Kingston.
Carol was born October 21, 1933 in Greenwich,
Ohio; she was the daughter of the late Lawrence
R. and Bernice (Immel) Doren.
Carol married Donald M. Roper on June 9,
1956 in Fremont, Ohio. They had nearly 64 years
together before her passing. They moved to New
Paltz in 1964.
After receiving her M.A. in English Composition and Literature from Bowling Green State
University, Carol taught as an English instructor
at Dutchess Community College for many years.
In addition to a term as New Paltz Town Supervisor from 2000-2001 and a tenure as member of
the Town Board, Carol served her community as
chair and member of the New Paltz Town Planning Board, as president and trustee of the Elting
Memorial Library, as president of the Town Recreation Commission, as a member of the Ulster
County Planning Board, as a member of the New
Paltz Community Partnership, as a board member
of the Poné Ensemble for Contemporary Music, as
secretary of the Lifelong Learning Institute and as
a trustee of the New Paltz Rural Cemetery.
Carol’s community activities also included volunteering for the Elting Memorial Library Fair,
the Taste of New Paltz, the Halloween parade, New
Paltz Eve, Clean Sweep and many other events.
Carol was a YWCA Ulster County Tribute to
Women Honoree in 2004 and received a Policy
Leader of the Year South East Ulster Branch Carol Roper.
YMCA of Kingston & Ulster County Award in
2005 and a Dutchess United Educators Excellence Award in 1998. In

2014, Elting Memorial Library honored Carol for
her work in the community. “We wanted to select
people to honor who truly exemplify this ethic
of service and of community,” explained Richard
Heyl de Ortiz, the Elting Library Board president
at the time. “Carol has given so much to New Paltz
— service to the library, to our town government
and our cemetery are just a few of the ways she
has given.”
A lifelong member of the New Paltz United
Methodist Church, Carol’s involvement with the
New Paltz congregation included service as trustee, as Sunday school superintendent and teacher,
as member of the Administrative Council and the
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, as vice president of United Methodist Women, as an organizer
of the Friday Soup and Salad ministry and as a
substitute pianist at services.
Along with her husband, Carol was a longtime
supporter of SUNY New Paltz, including as patrons of the campus theatre arts and music programs and as avid supporters of the women’s basketball team.
She is survived by her husband, her children -Nathan Roper of New Paltz, Julia Roper of Tampa, FL and Lou Roper of Kingston. Her brother,
Dean Doren, predeceased her in 2012.
The family suggests that memorial donations
in Carol’s name be made to the Elting Memorial
Library, 93 Main Street, New Paltz, NY 12561;
the New Paltz United Methodist Church, 1 Grove
LAUREN THOMAS
Street, New Paltz, NY 12561; or the Dutchess Community College Foundation Scholarship Fund, 53
Pendell Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601-1595.
A memorial service will be held later this year with details to be announced.

New Paltz | art

Amy Cohen pandemic pastime
With the pandemic forcing the closure of the
Groovy Blueberry in New
Paltz, Amy Cohen hasn’t
had this much time in 30
years. With most economic
activity shuttered to slow
the spread of this coronavirus, Cohen has made over a
hundred paintings and sold
several.
“My paintings are my
emotions,” she said. “I paint
with my soul.” She’s built up
something of a following of
her clothing designs. Her
paintings have a similar appeal. “They talk about the
color combinations in my
paintings, and in the clothing which I have been designing for two decades.” As
with the branded clothing
sold in the store, Cohen can
ship her artwork wherever it
needs to go.
The decision to close The
Groovy Blueberry was made
a week before the governor required it, and as with “Our Path by the River,” 12 x 8 acrylic, oil, epoxy, found
other businesses, it’s un- trimmings and an Abalone butterfly by Amy Cohen
clear when it can safely be
reopened, or in what form.
“After 23 years of successful business we are okay to coast for a bit,” she said. “Some spring
shipments are still coming in, although who knows if we will be able to open this season.”
Unable to conduct nearly any business at all, Cohen explains that she saw an opportunity
during this period of time. “It has given me free time that I have not had in 30 years to dig
into my creativity and self-expression without distraction,” she said.
— Terence P Ward

within 20 minutes of the initial alarm,” with all
residents being evacuated safely. The cause has
not yet been determined, but will be investigated.
No injuries to any firefighters or other emergency
services were reported.
Also responding were members of the New
Paltz police and auxiliary unit, as well as rescue
squad members.
— Terence P Ward

Will Moriello Pool open?
New Paltz town government cannot predict
whether Moriello Pool will open for the Memorial
Day weekend late or at all. However, the town is
preparing to have the pool ready to go whenever
precautions are lifted. All the equipment needs to
be in order, staffing in place, and health permits
issued by Ulster County upon the decision of New
York State. The town does not know what decisions will be made on those levels.
Although it is a worst-case scenario, residents
need to be aware that Moriello Pool may not open
at all this summer. The town government will
keep the public informed as it receives updates or
changes.
Virtual writing workshop
The Gardiner Library will host a four-session
writing workshop: Prose or Memoir with writer
and editor Laurence Carr virtually via Zoom on
Wednesdays from May 6 through May 27 from 7
to 8:30 p.m. The course costs $50 for four sessions
or $20 for a single drop-in session. Pre-register at
nlane@rcls.org and the Zoom link will be emailed
upon completing registration.
For information, visit www.gardinerlibrary.org
or the library’s Facebook page.
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Woodstock library bond vote
Design updates bring the cost estimate for a new Woodstock library
building to $2000 less than five million dollars, down from $6.9 million
originally proposed by architect Stephen Tilly. Not included in the building budget were so-called soft costs,
such as computer equipment, furniture, telephone and security systems.
Building committee chair Howard
Kagan said those will be figured into
the planned bond amount to be on the
November ballot.
Reducing the size from the 13,400
square feet originally proposed by
Tilly to 12,000 square feet and other
changes suggested by construction
manager agent JC Alten were employed. Further reductions will be
needed to meet the $4.2-million construction budget.
Another item needing attention is
the book barn used by the Friends of
the Library for book sales and Library Architect Stephen Tilly’s design.
Fair storage. Moving the structure
across the street to the former Library
Laundromat parcel will cost $29,500. Given its condition, a new barn
might be more cost-effective, he noted.
Gay Leonhardt, a vocal opponent of the building plans, asked whether continuing the project is wise given the degree of the present economic uncertainty. “With the virus and the crash of the economy and
number of unemployed, it strikes me as a poor time to be spending
money on a facility,” she said. “I’m wondering if you’re going to proceed
as if the world isn’t crashing.”

DION OGUST

In other business, Woodstock Library trustees voted last week to update the recently adopted pandemic policy to bring it more in line with
a similar resolution to continue paying town employees. The policy
now requires all non-essential employees to be ready to work remotely
or through other means when called upon. Those unwilling or unable
to work will be required to take sick, personal or vacation time.
— Nick Henderson
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“To float a bond right now and take on more
debt is crazy,” councilman Lorin Rose added.
“Even when we start to come back, we still have
to see how everyone is doing. Everyone has a different situation,” councilwoman Laura Ricci said.
“We don’t know how hard people are hit.”
— Nick Henderson

Overwhelming Woodstock response
Woodstock town supervisor Bill McKenna said
last week he had only seven volunteers to shop
for items at Sunflower Natural Foods and deliver
them to people who did not want to venture out
of their homes. Word spread through hudsonvalleyone.com and other media outlets and people
answered the call for help.“I was inundated with
calls,” McKenna said.
Those who need items from Sunflower can call
the supervisor’s office at 679-2113, extension 17. A
volunteer will contact you about your order.
Woodstock mental health
In a move that is more timely than ever, given
people’s anxiety about being confined to their
homes and rising concerns about the future,
Woodstock’s town board passed a resolution is
support of Mental Health Awareness Month in
May.
“People may during this time find themselves in
certain situations. There’s no shame in reaching
out,” councilman Reggie Earls said. “It does not
matter who you are or what your job is. We’re here
to help.”
Supervisor Bill McKenna agreed. “Half the
battle sometimes is just being able to talk about
it. People are starved for conversation,” McKenna
said.

DION OGUST

The Village Green in Woodstock.

Woodstock tax take uncertain
Woodstock officials have approved a one-month
grace period for those who are having a hard time
paying water and sewer bills. They will not ask for
proof of financial difficulty and will allow the bills
to be paid a month late with no penalty.
Those who can afford the bills are encouraged
to pay them to ensure the water and sewer districts have enough operating cash flow, rown supervisor Bill McKenna said at the April 21 business meeting held via videoconference. “We can’t
just say, Don’t pay it.” McKenna said. “It’s critical
we get the payments in, but we would consider a
one-month grace period with no penalty.”
The state legislature gave governor Andrew
Cuomo power to periodically amend the state
budget in response to revenue shortfalls. One of
the items facing cuts is the Aid and Incentives for
Municipalities, or AIM program. Some $30,000
is at stake for Woodstock.

25%
OFF
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No property has changed hands, so the town has
not received mortgage-tax revenue. Building permit fees may be down even when restrictions get
lifted. Builders might be hesitant to start projects,
McKenna said. With stores closed, sales-tax revenues are down as well.
The supervisor has declared a spending freeze,
asking departments to defer big-ticket items. The
$2-million Comeau offices renovation is on hold
for now. “I don’t see that this year. Maybe we’ll
have a bond vote next year,” McKenna said.

Onteora retains high ranking
Onteora High School has earned a spot on the
U.S. News & World Report’s listing of the best U.S.
high schools in 2020. Onteora is ranked 283rd in
New York State.
Onteora superintendent Victoria McLaren was
pleased. “We’re so proud of our hard-working students and staff, and of the many people within our
school community who support them,” she said.
OHS principal Lance Edelman said that while
it was an honor for the school to receive this recognition, it wasn’t much of a surprise. “Our students are committed to their academic endeavors
and put forth their best effort in all areas,” he said.
“Our faculty and staff are supportive and diligently work to meet the needs of all of our students
and their goals.”
For more information, visit https://bit.ly/2znvo74.
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State of the district
Kingston’s school district is
keeping one eye on the present and
the other on the future.
The future, near and distant, remains unclear in this time of change,
and school districts across the state
are looking at how to deal with the increasing likelihood that students may
not return to the classroom during the
present school year. Z
The Kingston High School (KHS)
Class of 2020 graduation ceremony
is likely to look different than the
ones in years past. That’s assuming
there’s a ceremony at all. Superintendent Paul Padalino discussed graduation during a meeting of the school
board on April 22.
“Are we going to have a graduation
ceremony? I don’t know,” he said.
“Obviously, our graduation ceremony
would not comply with social-distancing practices and requirements. But
we are working to figure out a plan.
And if we don’t return, what would we
do for our seniors?”
As of press time, governor Andrew
Cuomo has said that all schools in
New York State will remain closed Kingston High School.
through Friday, May 15. KHS graduation is currently scheduled for Friday, June 26, six weeks later.
Padalino said that school officials have been discussing options,
which they hope to share at the next meeting of the school board on
Wednesday, May 6.
The superintendent is welcoming input from parents, students and
other members of the KCSD community. Because the school year in
some other parts of the country begins and ends earlier than in New
York State, local school officials hope to see how graduation is handled
elsewhere before they need to have something in place.
Padalino said postponing the ceremony is not a viable option.“I think
we need to assume if we can’t graduate in June, we need to do something right then,” he said. “Doing something in August, you lose students. Some students go off to work or to the military. We would like to
do something for our students right in June, so we’re working on that
right now, and we’ll have it finalized prior to the May deadline. And by
then we’ll know if we’re coming back or not.”
Scholarships and other awards are also being discussed to ensure
students are still able to take advantage of them.
School officials are discussing how grading will work in a district
with wide economic and accessibility disparities. Padalino has met
with the Kingston Teachers Federation, and hopes to have a plan in
place by early May.
The district has distributed 1500 Chromebooks to students for use
in remote learning, and Padalino said some have been retrieved for
repair. Some students are still unable to access the Internet from home.
Those struggles will factor into how grading will work, he said.
“We are working with our teachers and our administrators to come
up with a plan that is fair to all students,” Padalino said. “This is a
theme. We hear our governor say it and we’re going to say it also. Our
theme here is, ‘Do no harm.’ We’re creating a system and calculation
that will do no harm given the inequities of what’s going on right now
and the differing levels of ability to participate and function in the on-

Ulster Town Board takes care of
business during pandemic
The Ulster Town Board last week held its first
meeting where councilmen attended remotely via
popular video-conferencing service Zoom, where
the meeting was streamed on Facebook Live, and
where the public was invited to submit questions
to the town clerk through text or e-mail.
The 38-minute meeting opened with a run
through business conducted by the Town Board
between Friday, March 20 and Wednesday, April
22 during periodic emergency sessions.
“During the course of the (coronavirus) pandemic, the Town of Ulster Town Board has met
periodically,” said Supervisor James E. Quigley,
III. “Sometimes as frequently as every other day.
And we have taken actions to protect the town
and conduct town business.”
Among the issues covered during the month
were the extension of the temporary closure of
the Russell Brott Senior Center through the
end of April, the abolition of the recreation

DION OGUST

line learning that we have.”
Live attendance for remote learning has varied, with the elementary
schools averaging in the mid-70 percent, with a low in the 60-percent
range. High school attendance has hovered between 65 and 70 percent. The numbers are more difficult to get a handle on because of how
remote learning is delivered.
“We do have some students signing in and watching when things
aren’t live,” Padalino said. “And some students are watching later on
in the day, those kind of things. But we’re working on some different
practices and some different programs to try and find a way to get a
real grab on attendance. We’re pretty pleased with what we’ve seen so
far, given the circumstances.”
The most recent meeting of the school board meeting was held with
Padalino and board president James Shaughnessy in person and the
other trustees attending remotely via video conferencing.
The superintendent provided an update of the district’s food distribution program, a joint effort with the city, county and Kingston
Food Collaborative. “Today we put out 777 meals,” Padalino reported.
“That’s a significant increase from our daily meals that we’ve been putting out. We’re excited to have the 500-plus meals that we’re making
in our kitchens delivering to the collaborative, and they’re distributing
them out into the community. We’re working together with the county
and the city to see if there are other ways we can streamline this to get
even more out.”
Breakfast and lunch is available to pick up Monday through Friday at
three sites: J. Watson Bailey Middle School, the Meagher Administration Building, and Robert Graves Elementary.
“Over 26 days we have distributed over 11,000 meals to students,”
Padalino said. “Hopefully, these numbers will continue to rise and we’ll
be able to feed every student who needs it.”
— Crispin Kott

director position and the resignation of police
dispatcher Jordyn Kilfoyle, who was hired by
the Saugerties Police Department to serve in
the same role. Justin Kelly was hired as Kilfoyle’s replacement for $15.91 per hour; Kelly
has been with the Town of Ulster Police Department since October 2018.
Also discussed was a temporary hold on using a
punch card or ticket at the Town of Ulster Transfer Station for residents who have a valid permit.
The move effectively makes use of the transfer station free during the pandemic.
“I’ve had good feedback on the transfer station,”
said Councilman Rocco Secreto. “A lot of people
appreciate what we’re doing for them. With so
many people being out of work a lot of thoughts
were with the town and a lot of thank you’s.”
Meanwhile, many offices and departments in
the town have adapted their services since midMarch to ensure social distancing and safety
protocols are being observed. Some departments
are staggering in-office schedules and sometimes

working from home to minimize the potential for
contact with others. Supervisor Quigley, who in
early March touted the necessity of social distancing to combat the spread of the coronavirus, said
it was important to be vigilant.
“The virus is prevalent in our community,” he
said. “There are 74 cases as of this afternoon according to Ulster County’s website. There are
individuals in the community who have been infected that are spouses or significant others of individuals who work with the town. We are taking
all precautions necessary, including asking those
employees who have relationships with those
individuals to remain out of the workforce until
further notice, until the seriousness of the virus in
their loved ones has been identified and directions
have been received from medical personnel as to
how to reenter the workforce or the environment
in the community.”
The next meeting of the Town Board is scheduled for Thursday, May 7.
— Crispin Kott
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The solar farm built atop the former landfill on Route 21 in Saugerties.

Saugerties | Earth Day

Saugerties Earth Day
An Earth Day ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the opening
of the two megawatt community solar Farm in Saugerties became a virtual event via Zoom on April 22 due to the coronavirus. Supervisor Fred
Costello Jr. said at the opening of the solar farm built atop the former
landfill on Route 212 that the town government will purchase 40 percent
of the project’s energy output and receive a ten percent discount. The remainder 60 percent of the solar farm energy is available for residents.
On the panel with Costello were Wendy Wolfe, co-founder of East

Saugerties will waive late fees
Taxpayers in the Village of Saugerties will not
have to pay late fees if they file their taxes by December 1. The first of two village tax payments is
due no later than June 30, with late fees charged
after that date.
In addition to the extension, mayor William
Murphy suggested that “if we need to extend it out
[past December 1], we can do that.” Murphy also
suggested that the village could work with taxpayers to work out payment plans if necessary. The
board voted unanimously to approve the waiver.
Saugerties schedules altered
The regular meeting of the Saugerties village
board on April 20, conducted via Cisco Webex,
included reports of how every village department
was dealing with the coronavirus.
Water superintendent Mike Hopf reported that
the water department is working on a rotating
schedule, with employees alternating hours, keeping a minimum needed to keep the operation going and maintain services. Workers report on a
rotating schedule for weekday work, with a parttime worker on weekends. Normal spring maintenance has been slowed or put on hold. Replacement of a worker who left has also been on hold
until face-to-face interviews can be held.

Light Partners, the company that developed the solar farm, and Malcolm’s David Bliss, vice president of Common Energy, the company
that is signing up residents to join the solar farm.
Bliss explained how the solar farm benefits both the environment
and residents who join It. He described how energy from the solar
farm flows to the electric grid, replacing fossil fuels and directly lowering emissions. Residents who join the solar farm receive the renewable
energy and a ten percent reduction in their electric bill.

Late fees for water bills have been put on hold
through May 1. Hopf asked the board to consider
waiving them at least through June 1, “given the
hard times that everyone is going through; the unemployment.” Following Hopf ’s report, the board
voted to extend the deadline for payment of water/sewer bills to June 1.
On a more cheerful note, Hopf said the fishing
season began on April 1, and people are allowed
to fish if they maintain a safe distance from each
other. “The DEC (state Department of Environmental Conservation) opened the Plattekill Creek
and opened the gates on Van Vlierden Road to anglers,” Hopf said.
Trustee Donald Hackett reported that the
wastewater department, like the water department, is staggering shifts, with half the work force
on and half off in alternating weeks. The sewer
treatment plant, considered an essential service,
must be staffed. The plant, which has six members
on its staff, is operating with three on in alternating weeks, Hackett said. So far, the plant is running without problems, he said.
Fire chief Chris Wade reported that the fire department has been developing procedures to meet
the challenges of the virus. “The main focus has
been protecting the health and safety of our members, without compromising fire protection and

emergency services,” Wade told the village board.
Among the steps the department has taken are
limiting personnel time on the apparatus, limiting contact with the public except in emergencies,
and cleaning and disinfecting apparatus after every call.
“We’re keeping up our training as much as we
can; we’ve switched to an online training program,” Wade said. “We had 74-and-a-half hours of
training in last month.”
— David Gordon

History group cancels programming
The Friends of Historic Saugerties has cancelled
its history talks that were planned for May and
June. The group does not schedule anything for
July and will determine whether it can restart presentations in some format by August or September. As a program of the Saugerties Public Library,
the group will look to the library board for guidance, particularly about social-distancing issues
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Vail honored for leadership
Ginger Vail, assistant principal
at Saugerties Junior High School, has
been selected for the 2020 Outstanding Educator Award by the School Administrators Association of New York
State (SAANYS). This award is given
annually to a member who has made
outstanding contributions through
public education, professional organizations or research and/or writing in
the field of education.
Vail prides herself on knowing each
of her students’ personal stories. She
spearheaded implementation of the
school’s positive behavior intervention system (PBIS), since introduced
at the high school level as well. One
component of this initiative has been
to solidify the role of the “Redirect
Center,” a non-punitive space where
students can get assistance from a social worker or guidance counselor for
their social-emotional needs.
Students know Vail’s office as a
PROVIDED
safe space and regularly seek her out
for help and to share successes. “She Ginger Vail, the assistant principal at
knows every person in the building Saugerties Junior High School.
from student to staff member,” said
Daniel Erceg, director of human resources. “She knows when something seems a little off.
She knows when someone may have had a bad night at home. Mrs. Vail immediately reaches out to their teachers to make them aware and get their input.”
Vail will be honored during an awards ceremony at a later date.

and room capacity.
The Saugerties Public Library’s webpage offers
many free online resources. Check out other nearby local history sites/

Kingston retrofits streetlights
The City of Kingston began the process of evaluating its street lighting in 2014, to calculate the
energy and cost savings from the upgrade of the
existing street lighting to a more efficient light
emitting diode (LED) lighting technology. It
worked closely with the Mid-Hudson Streetlight
Consortium for several years to procure the street
lights from Central Hudson.
When the transition is complete, Kingston hopes
for an annual savings of over $100,000 per year.
The replacement of all the streetlights is expected to be complete by this summer 2020. D&M, the
construction firm on the project, has substantially
completed the retrofit of the Cobrahead lights
first. Then it will work on the decorative lights.
Follow progress on the project at www.kingston-ny.gov/streetlights.

Winding through the streets of Kingston, this
family-friendly trail provides residents a safe and
easy route for biking, jogging and walking.
• Loughran Park sits in a quiet neighborhood
offering bird-watching.
• Peace Park: Tucked into a quiet corner of uptown, the park has a tiny lending library so that
you can sit and read.
• Rotary Park: Sometimes called Pretty Park for
its spring blooms and stunning views of the Hudson River, this park has an easy walking trail along
the river.
• TR Gallo Park: Another park with waterfront
views. Walk along the promenade and admire the
wildlife living in the Rondout Creek.

County Waste truck gets tangled
with a utility pole in Glasco
On Tuesday morning, April 28, Saugerties police
officers were called to the parking lot of the Glasco
firehouse for reports of a County Waste garbage
truck with a utility pole and live wires on top of it.
According to a police report, the driver Michael
J. Manetta, 31 of Catskill, could not be extricated
from the vehicle until Central Hudson arrived on
the scene to render the pole and wires safe.
The operator of the garbage truck reported to
officers that as he was driving through the parking
lot, he became distracted by a sound in the rear
of his vehicle, was not looking forward and drove
into the utility pole, shearing the pole at its base.
As a result of the collision, a brief power disruption occurred in the Glasco area. No injuries were
reported by the driver.
An investigation yielded no indications of impairment by the operator, however, the police investigation is ongoing. Saugerties police were assisted by Glasco fire and Central Hudson Gas and
Electric.

ticing on the wall ball court.
• Cornell Park: With scenic views of the Hudson River this park offers a quiet reprieve from the
chaos of the world today.
• Forsyth Park: Take a walk along the new nature trail, which starts at the kiosk at the end of
the nature center parking lot.
• Hasbrouck Park: Hike along the Hasbrouck
Park nature trail and learn about the history of
Kingston along with fun facts about the forest.
• Hutton Park: Lay out a blanket and enjoy a
picnic or cloud watching.
• Kingston Point Beach: While it is still a little
chilly for swimming, Kingston Point Beach also
provides fishing access.
• Kingston Point Rail-Trail along the Greenline:

Diverting organic waste
Kingston is undertaking a feasibility study
for diverting food waste produced at municipal
events, buildings and meetings, as well as by residents and small businesses. This project, called
the Kingston Organics Diversion Plan, will use
the study to propose a methodology for rolling out
food-waste diversion. This study will be complete
by summer 2020.
According to mayor Steve Noble, this work puts
Kingston at the forefront of innovative efforts that
save municipalities money while helping the environment.
A guide to Kingston parks
Kingston was unable to host its Earth Fair this
year. “While we are sad we don’t get to see our
friends and fellow eco-enthusiasts, we are happy
to say there are still many ways to get out and
enjoy the environment,” said mayor Steve Noble.
“There are still so many fun activities that can be
done in our parks. As you are outside enjoying the
fresh spring air, please remember to keep at least
six feet apart or if you are unable to keep a safe
distance, please wear a mask and wash your hands
frequently.”
Kingston parks include:
• Academy Green Park: with the statues of Hudson, Clinton and Stuyvesant.
• Block Park: Perfect that tennis serve by prac-
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Into the cauldron
New Paltz High School
alumnae graduate medical
school together, face
COVID-19 epicenter
by Erin Quinn

F

rom a young age, New Paltz High
School graduates Giovanna Varuzza
and Erva Khan had always aspired to
become doctors. As fate would have
it, these two recently anointed physicians were accepted to the same medical school, placed in the same dorm room and are
now preparing to scrub up and enter into their
respective medical fields – not only in the midst
of a pandemic, but in the current epicenter, New
York City.
“We weren’t really friends in high school –
more acquaintances,” said Varuzza, 26, who was
part of the NPHS class of 2012. “Erva [26, Class
of 2011] was a year ahead of me, and we had one
class together, Anatomy, which was an elective
taught by Mr. Tracy.” Varuzza remembers studying for the class next to Khan in the NPHS library during lunch.
Khan went to Georgetown for her undergraduate work and Varuzza to SUNY Binghamton.
While the two were “friends” on social media,
they hadn’t spoken in years. Then Khan saw a
post on Facebook that Varuzza had been accepted to New York Medical College, “where I had
been accepted to!”
The former schoolmates met up in New Paltz
for coffee to catch up and share their excitement
about entering the same medical school. What
they didn’t realize until move-in day was that they
were going to be roommates. “There are approximately 200 students in our class, and they ask you
to fill out a survey which asks about your hobbies
and habits, likes and dislikes,” said Khan. “It had
nothing to do with where you were from. And
then I end up sharing a room with Giovanna!”
They had two other roommates as well.
Throughout their grueling and exhilarating four years of study, the two became great
friends and study partners, sharing milestones
like Khan’s wedding day and their surprise early
graduation from NYMC, located in Valhalla, in
Westchester County.
It was February when the virus really hit,
Their medical school made the decision to release
the graduating students a few weeks earlier so
that we “could get a job if we were needed, or start
our residencies earlier or put our skills to work volunteering,” said Varuzza, who had been accepted
for a three-year pediatric residency at New York
University, which begins this June. Khan landed a
residency in medical psychiatry at Mt. Sinai Beth
Israel Hospital in New York City.
Both women have been anxious to do whatever
they can to roll up their sleeves and get to work
until they begin their residencies. “I don’t know
what that is going to look like,” admitted Varuzza.
“I’m in the pediatric field, but I will go wherever
they might need me. If I need to work with and
treat adults to be of service, of course I will.”
In the meantime, Varuzza, who is “sheltering in
place” with her fiancé and their new puppy in a
small Manhattan apartment, said that she’s doing whatever volunteer work she can. “Through
NYMC, we have a PPE [Personal Protective
Equipment] supply drive that I volunteer for,
which we work remotely to ask businesses and the
community for PPE donations to be distributed at
local hospitals who need them.”
Although she only recently graduated medical
school and will soon be immersed in a three-year
residency program, Varuzza cannot stop studying
and working to grow her medical knowledge. “I
have been reading research articles about Covid
19 and trying to learn practical skills such as how
to manage a ventilator. I want to be as prepared as
possible once I enter the hospital,” she said.

PROVIDED

Erva Khan (left) and Giovanna Varuzza (right) on a boat cruise around the tip of Manhattan during
the week of medical school orientation in August 2016, a New York Medical College tradition to
welcome new students.
Like her friend and fellow Paltzonian,
Khan is not sitting idle. “Medicine is a servicebased profession. I chose to go into this field because I wanted to help others,” she said. “I wanted
to become a doctor because it was the most direct
way I could imagine to help people and to connect
with people. And right now, there are so many
people who are in need of help: hundreds of thousands across the country that are sick from Covid
19, and so many lives disrupted. I am so grateful
to have finished my medical education and am focused on ways to be helpful during this crisis.”
To that end, Khan is serving as oversight coordinator for non-clinical volunteer projects, including the PPE supply drive. She’s also working on
remote documentation and family communication
programs whereby student volunteers assist physicians at Westchester Medical Center by writing
patient progress notes remotely, as well as by providing daily update calls to families on how their
loved ones (only those in stable conditions) are doing. Their help eases the burden on physicians who
have to give their time to the most critical of cases.
Varuzza said that one of her nightly rituals living in New York City includes participation in the

What
projects
are you
planning?

daily 7 p.m. claps for essential workers. “I have
made a point to open my windows and clap every
night,” she said. “It’s a small thing, but it feels special and meaningful.”
Khan lives in Brooklyn.
The women feel a strong connection to each
other, to their NYMC classmates, their NPHS
teachers and formative education. They are in a
profession that, while always in great demand, is
right now being stretched beyond the pale.
They hope their story might inspire more local
students to purse the field of medicine. “Becoming a doctor has been my lifelong dream, and I
am very much looking forward to making a difference and helping as many people as possible,”
said Varuzza.
She remembered riding the yellow New Paltz
school bus with Khan in elementary school. “I forgot all about that until we met up again in New
Paltz to have coffee and talk about our upcoming
entrance to the same medical school,” she said.
“Going through this journey with Erva by my side
was wonderful. It was very comforting to share
the experience with someone who completely understood where I came from.”
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Bringing
growth
Four local farmers’ markets
gear up to reopen
by Erin Quinn

L

ocally sourced food has become increasingly more important as people
attempt to stay closer to home in the
midst of a global pandemic. Growers,
farm-market organizers and supporters
are working to provide customers with
safe, accessible, fresh food while drastically reducing the links in the sometimes overwhelmingly
complex food chain. We checked in with farm
markets in Woodstock, Saugerties, Kingston and
New Paltz. All were either already open or preparing to reconfigure their outdoor spaces while expanding their online offerings.

The Kingston Farmers’ Market
The Kingston Farmers’ Market has created the
ability for people to sign up online for a 20-minute shopping stop every Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at the John Street entrance of the Ulster County courthouse parking lot. Patrons are
also encouraged to pre-shop online so that fresh
produce, meat, dairy products and baked goods
are ready to go for them when they arrive, cutting down on physical interaction and conforming with state guidelines of “social distancing,”
that overarching phrase of life during these times.
“We are actually operating now,” said farm market manager Laura Wilson Crimmins. The market goes on all year, moving inside the Old Dutch
Church from December to April. Its last winter
market took place on April 25.
“Our opening day for our outdoor market season is May 9, and we will expand to our usual 50
vendors and continue to operate in the county
courthouse parking lot for the whole season,
ending November 21,” said Crimmins. A full list
of rules and regulations are in place to ensure
their growers’, workers’ and customers’ safety.
In such a time of change and caution, working
together is particularly important. “We have very
strong support from the county at this time to continue to safely allow a bit of normalcy for Kingston,” explained manager Crimmins. “We’ve had a
really heartwarming response from our community, with their overwhelming support of small
businesses and local farms. I think people are especially happy to have the opportunity to shop in
person and to feel very safe, and at the same time
be able to see friends and other community members and interact with them from afar. It’s been
a lot of extra work on everyone’s part, but worth
it; and we anticipate seeing the same strong response through the season.”
To preorder, sign up to shop or simply learn
more about the contributing farmers, go to http://
kingstonfarmersmarket.org.
The Woodstock Farmers’ Festival
Going into its fourteenth year, the Woodstock
Farmers’ Festival year, is gearing to open on Wednesday, May 27. It is adjusting to Covod 19 safety precautions with new protocols and a new location.
“We’ve had a couple of months to observe and
prepare how we would do this,” said festival
manager Sophie Grant. Because farm markets
are an essential service, she said, local, county
and state governments are strongly encouraging
people to support community-based agriculture,
both from an economic and a health perspective.
The market has decided to move its location to the municipal lot off Rock City Road.
“It’s near to our other location, but has
more room, which is critical to the safety of
our vendors and our patrons,” said Grant.
Like Kingston, the Woodstock Farmers’ Festival is offering preorders online, so that people
can almost drive through the market to pick
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A vendor at the Kingston Farmers' Market.
up fresh seasonal fresh items. “We want people to be able to purchase local fresh food as
quickly and as easily as they can,” said Grant.
The market intends to abide by all the safety standards that essential businesses are following to
help prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus.
“People have created such strong relationships
with the farmers that grow their food, and we
want to encourage that connection,” said Grant.
“This pandemic has really highlighted how important it is to have the direct relationship with
the person that grows your food. It’s not being
handled by anyone else, and Woodstock residents
greatly appreciate that.”
The market intends to forgo the live music, arts,
educational programming and other interactive
events that have attracted an additional audience
in the past. and will concentrate on its core mission “to provide access to fresh local food in the
heart of Woodstock.”
“The coronavirus pandemic has us refocusing
our efforts,” Grant explained. “The strength and
resilience of our local food system depends on us.
Each week we need to make a conscious choice to
eat locally, seasonally and sustainably, and to help
everyone in our community do the same. What we
do now will have ripple effects for years to come.
Our farmers’ market has never had a more clear
and unequivocal purpose, and we hope you will

join us in these efforts.”
Grant reports that the community is excited
about the market reopening. The producers have
been “working hard” to get their products ready
for their community to enjoy – especially with all
the cooking taking place at home during these
restaurantless times.
The market is part of a #wednesdaysinwoodstock movement and will remain open for all
throughout the growing season and into late fall.
Like the other markets, it has a list of rules and
regulations pertaining to safe shopping and social
distancing, which can be found on the website,
along with descriptions of each of the vendors and
how to preorder: www.woodstockfarmfest.org.

The New Paltz Open-Air Farm Market
The New Paltz Open Air Farm Market is slated to sell its wares from area farm vendors on
Sunday, May 31 through November 1 from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. along Church Street from Main
to Academy Street. According to Alanna Henneberry, who has taken over the helm as manager of the farm market after serving as assistant for the past two years, “We’re excited to get
started, and although we traditionally have live
music from 12 to 2 p.m., we’ll have to wait and
see what the world looks like a month from now.”
Regardless of their ability to host live entertain-
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The Woodstock Farmers’ Market.
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have such diverse, productive, skilled, farmers,
and we’re excited to support them and to be able
to enjoy their fresh, local, healthy products. They
depend on us for their income, and we depend on
them!”
While the market is slated to open as it typically
does on Saturday, May 23 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
115 Main Street in the heart of the village, Spektor
was sad to say that there’d be no special events.
“We’re such a gathering place and have so much
that goes on here,” she said, “but now we’ll just be
excited to see each other from a safe distance.”
Spektor and her farm market committee and
vendors have been working along with the state
Department of Agriculture to create a layout that
affords ample space between vendors and customers. “We will have hand sanitizer and gloves
and masks, and will remind people that they cannot handle the produce,” she said. Per guidelines
from the state, the market will not offer non-food
items like pottery, jewelry, body lotions and soaps
that local craftspeople make.
“If you think about it, farm markets are such a
healthy alternative, as you’re outside, in the fresh
air, with plenty of space and able to buy local,
fresh, organically grown food that’s good for your
health,” Spektor added. “Well, we do have baked
goods, but they’re so delicious, even if they’re not
as nutritious as the produce.” She laughed.
For information on the Saugerties Farm Market, its vendors, hours, protocols and news, go
to the website at https://saugertiesfarmersmarket.com.

• Basement Waterproofing
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• Dehumidification
• Structural Repair
• Mold Remediation
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The Open Air Market on Church Street in New Paltz.
ment, Henneberry said, the weekly market is
ready to showcase small, independent farms that
will provide customers with local honey, maple
syrup, fresh vegetables, fruit and preserves. “We
have Italian meats that are locally processed and
olive oil as well as sheep yogurt and cheese and
gluten-free baked goods,” said Henneberry. “I’m
not one to rave about gluten-free pies or breads,
but these are incredible! They always sell out so
quickly.”
Like her colleagues, Henneberry said that the
New Paltz Open Air Farm Market will “follow all
health and safety guidelines dictated by the state.”

To learn more about the operation, go to the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/npopenairmarket.

Saugerties Farm Market
The Saugerties Farm Market has been showcasing not only a cornucopia of local farm products,
but also a long list of community events, social
gatherings, arts, education and entertainment. It
will now have to focus primarily on the food and
the sanctity of the relationships it has built with
vendors and clients over the past 19 years.
“I helped to found the Saugerties Farm Market,”
said Judith Spektor, the market’s coordinator. “We
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Share your heritage
In this age of ever-changing technology, the
written word remains a continuous recording of
our past. As families remain homebound, they
have the opportunity of sharing stories of their
grandparents.
Let each family member write their stories,
which can be preserved for younger and future
members to enjoy the love and laughter of their
heritage. Staples can make copies and bind the
pages as “a treasure of family.”
Paul Jankiewicz, Ph. D.
Ulster Park
When will we ever learn?
Where have all the 20 million people who celebrated Earth Day 50 years ago gone? Where has
all the biodiversity in Ulster County gone?
Wilderness state lands have been downgraded
to forever wild to appease recreationists. Steel
and pre-cast cement industry seeks permits from
DEC to disturb and discharge into streams and
wetlands in the Catskill Park. Dogs run rampant
& trample the understory of land conservancies.
Scenic Hudson with well-written intentions are
properties strewn with doggie waste bags, compacted soils and proliferating poison ivy. Not so
scenic, is it?
Preserves are no longer delineated from parks.

Hudson Valley One
N E W S O F WO O D STO C K , N E W PA LT Z , K I N G STO N & S A U G E R T I E S

Publisher: Geddy Sveikauskas
Executive editor, digital: Will Dendis
Editorial Content Director: Debbie Alexsa
Contributors: Bob Berman, Christina Coulter,
David Gordon, Nick Henderson, Crispin Kott,
Dion Ogust, Frances Marion Platt
Erin Quinn, Paul Smart, Terence P Ward
Advertising director: Genia Wickwire
Display ad sales: Lynn Coraza, Elizabeth Jackson
Production & technology director: Joe Morgan
Classifieds/Subscriptions: Tobi Watson
To be included in Hudson Valley One, please email story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases,
school news, social notes and other local editorial
submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.
com, attention Debbie Alexsa.
We can be found on the web at hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business office is at 322 Wall
Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call
334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax
334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy
to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.

hv1

| 15

Letter of the week

PROVIDED

Signage along local trails.

Signage along local trails
If you’re out and about enjoying our local trails, there are some new friendly reminders along
the way to keep a distance and to wear a mask or cover your face, particularly when encountering others
sharing the trail. You’ll see these along the Wallkill Valley rail-trail, the River to Ridge Trail and at Millbrook
Preserve.
Many are to be thanked for their contribution to this effort, but a special big thanks to PDQ Printing for
their great fast work, to the New Paltz Community Foundation which paid for the signs along the town and
village legs of the rail-trail, and to fellow village trustee Michele Zipp for the wonderful graphic design that
conveys the message perfectly for our community.
Now get out there and get some fresh air and exercise, but let’s do it responsibly for all of us!
William Wheeler-Murray
Trustee, Village of New Paltz
The official buzz word is “park preserve.” Local
municipal “green spaces” are auctioned off to recreationalists. Biodiversity becomes a space only
identified by Hudsonia. What was once a true
sanctuary in Esopus (an Ulster County treasure)
will now sponsor a 5K run as John Burroughs rolls
over in his grave.
Where have all the flowers gone? Gone to graveyards, every one. When will they ever learn? When
will we ever learn?
Zura Capelli
Town of Ulster

24/7, confuse us all.
The back-and-forth between a political administration and the medical community has the people in the middle. Whom to believe and follow?
If we all do what we’re supposed to do and just
hang in there, eventually things will let up, the
economy will surely come back, and we can regain
our outside freedoms. Our world may be a little
different, but we will adjust and make sure we
have learned our painful lesson.
Greg Safris
Woodstock

Just hang in there
What day is it? They seem to just run into one
another.
We need a rodeo clown to bar the refrigerator
door. A former generation lived through world
wars, a stock-market crash, Great Depression,
and the Holocaust. Currently we’ve experienced
recession, ISIS, Hurricane Sandy, and the Taliban.
Now we’re in a deadly whirlpool, possibly from
the Communist Chinese, who have found a way to
mortally wound the rest of the world.
Contradictions, misinformation, and fingerpointing everywhere, politically and otherwise,

Human rights for children
It is time that our congressional representative,
Antonio Delgado, became a cosponsor of H.R.
2407. This bill would promote justice, equality

Direct Cremation Available
Starting at $1800

plus $340 crematory fee

Call or visit for further details
481 Gidney Ave., Newburgh, NY 12550
845.561.8300

www.brooksfh.com

◆ Renovations
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Contracting
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Dave Hahne
Rob Foley
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845.853.2265
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effort is needed, starting now. Whether VBM or
“temporary illness” absentee voting is ultimately
implemented, voters need to know what to expect,
long in advance of November. That effort will require money, staffing, and the use of all available
tools for outreach.
We shouldn’t have to be heroes to vote. Heroism will come from institutional support for our
democratic system.
Tom Denton
Highland

DOUG FREESE

Canadian geese at the Saugerties beach.

and human rights for children globally by prohibiting U.S. foreign-aid dollars from contributing to
“the military detention, interrogation, abuse, or ill
treatment of children in violation of international
humanitarian law.”
The bill sets a clear statement of policy declaring, “It is the policy of the United States to promote human rights for Palestinian children living
under Israeli military occupation and to declare
Israel’s system of military detention of Palestinian
children as a practice that results in widespread
and systematic human-rights abuses amounting
to gross violations of human rights inconsistent
with international humanitarian law and the laws
of the United States.”
According to Israeli newspaper Haaretz:
“They’re seized in the dead of night, blindfolded
and cuffed, abused and manipulated to confess to
crimes they didn’t commit. Every year Israel arrests almost 1000 Palestinian youngsters, some of
them not yet 13.”
Of course, children under 18 are abused in
many places around the world, including in our
own criminal justice system as well as in our immigration detention centers. Hopefully, this bill
will bring to light the need to protect all children
from inhumane treatment during arrest and incarceration.
If you live in District 19, please sign this open
letter to congressman Delgado at https://mideastcrisis.org
Fred Nagel
Rhinebeck

Support vote by mail
Fairminded people of both political parties acknowledge that as Covid 19 bears down upon us
we must plan alternatives to in-person voting in
November’s elections. A repeat of Wisconsin’s
debacle, with dedicated masked citizens risking
their health to exercise their most fundamental
right, has been likened to the courage of Americans who risked personal safety to protest racial
discrimination in the 1960s. Many will be willing
to take that kind of risk in November. But we can
do more and better, at least in New York.

Dolphin
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured | Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797

www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

State senator Jen Metzger has submitted a bill,
S8120, that calls for immediate planning to provide Vote by Mail (VBM) to New Yorkers in November (it’s too late to implement for June 23
primary elections). VBM eliminates the cumbersome process tied to absentee ballots, in which
one must request an absentee ballot application,
which is returned by the board of elections. The
completed application is returned to the BOE; the
BOE sends an absentee ballot; once voters receive
it, they complete and return to the BOE.
With VBM, the BOE sends a ballot to all registered voters; they fill out the ballot and return it
to the BOE for counting. Done. Voting at polling
sites will still be an option.
Yes, there are challenges. Security measures
must be in place. Funding must be available to pay
for new workers and post office charges. States
that have implemented VBM have offered careful
advice about how to proceed.
Perhaps above all, a massive public education

What my father once said
How long will we have to wait before what we
remember as normal will be allowed to return?
Most of us have never had our daily routines
and patterns so abruptly stopped. We may find
ourselves like hungry children, crying to be fed,
or bored kids complaining to go outside to play.
Some of us at times may regress back to our childhoods, even while knowing that death may wait
outside our doors.
Some say death has always waited, not just outside the door. Of course this is true. But when
someone you trust tells you death was seen outside your door, the game begins to change.
Like when your father pulled the car off to the
side of the highway and pointed out the window
and said, “That dead dog Charlie is our neighbors’.
He got hit playing in the street. Next time I tell
you to stop playing ball in the street, remember
Charlie.”
We as Americans have been fed since birth on
individualism, independence, and a frontier spirit. John Wayne the actor mouthed the last whisper
of what once looked like our frontier, but in reality
it was the backyard of millions of Native Americans. Whoever continues to use the saying “Pull
yourself up by your bootstraps” hasn’t noticed that

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Open Mother’s Day

May 10th ’til 2 pm
Homemade Cakes  Pastries  Cookies  Breads

8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401
(Off of Greenkill Ave.)

845-339-4715

Hours: Tues-Fri 7am-3pm, Sat & Sun 7am-1pm
during the CoVid-19 crisis

Carol Ann Roper
Carol Ann Roper, 86, of New Paltz, New York, passed away peacefully on
Friday, April 24, 2020 at Health Alliance-Broadway Hospital of Kingston,
New York.
Born October 21, 1933 in Greenwich, Ohio, she was the daughter of the
late Lawrence R. and Bernice (Immel) Doren.
On June 9, 1956 in Fremont, Ohio, Carol married Donald M. Roper. They
had nearly 64 years together before her passing. They moved to New
Paltz in 1964.
After receiving her M.A. in English Composition and Literature from
Bowling Green State University, Carol taught as an English instructor at
Dutchess Community College for many years.
In addition to a term as New Paltz Town Supervisor from 2000-2001 and
a tenure as member of the Town Board, Carol served her community as
chair and member of the New Paltz Town Planning Board, as President
and Trustee of the Elting Memorial Library, as President of the Town
Recreation Commission, as member of the Ulster County Planning
Board, as member of the New Paltz Community Partnership, as board member of the Poné Ensemble
for Contemporary Music, as secretary of the Lifelong Learning Institute, and as Trustee of the New Paltz
Rural Cemetery.
Carol’s community activities also included volunteering for the Library Fair, the Taste of New Paltz, the
Halloween Parade, New Paltz Eve, Clean Sweep, and many other events.
Carol was a YWCA Ulster County Tribute to Women Honoree in 2004 and received a Policy Leader of the
Year South East Ulster Branch YMCA of Kingston & Ulster County Award in 2005 and a Dutchess United
Educators Excellence Award in 1998.
A lifelong and dedicated member of the United Methodist Church, Carol’s involvement with the New Paltz congregation included service as Trustee, as Sunday School Superintendent and teacher, as member of
the Administrative Council and the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, as Vice President of United Methodist Women, as an organizer of the Friday Soup and Salad ministry, and as substitute pianist at services.
Along with her husband, Carol was a longtime supporter of SUNY-New Paltz, including as patrons of the
campus Theatre Arts and Music programs and as avid supporters of the women’s basketball team.
The family suggests that memorial donations in Carol’s name be made to the Elting Memorial Library, 93
Main St., New Paltz, NY 12561; the New Paltz United Methodist Church, 1 Grove St., New Paltz, NY 12561;
or the Dutchess Community College Foundation Scholarship Fund, 53 Pendell Rd., Poughkeepsie, NY
12601-1595.
She is survived by her husband, Donald M. Roper; and her children, Nathan Roper of New Paltz, NY, Julia
Roper of Tampa, FL, and Lou Roper of Kingston, NY. Her brother, Dean Doren, predeceased her in 2012.
A memorial service will be held later this year with details to be announced.
Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist Carol’s family with the arrangements.
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Village Voices | musings

Where are my new friends?
I’ve called all my friends. Preferring our
memories to how we look today, we don’t Zoom.
But I’m getting tired of my friends. We’re running
out of things to say to each other about how our
lives inside have been going.
We’ve shared suggestions for streaming television, some novels. Our views have started to differ. We’re feeling uncomfortable with each other’s
inner fears. The tone in our voices is shifting. We
grow distracted.
Maybe I need new friends, but how does one go
about that during quarantine? It’s not like starting
up a conversation with the person crouched next
to you in a bomb shelter, or sharing a life raft as
the waters rise.

We’ve joined in some business-like meetings,
my old friends and I, where either all or some of
our faces are seen, and the results tend to be halfjovial, as though we were all the best of friends in
the best of situations. Or vaguely authoritarian,
with certain people allowed to speak and others
not.
It’s even hard to get the daily doses of flirtatious
friendships that were once the norm for many
lives. It’s hard to tell what’s what when all one’s
getting is a quarter of a face, at most.
Maybe I’ll include my fellow Village Voices in
this daily litany. John Burdick and Susan Barnett
are my new best friends for the moment. We’ve
got a perfect conversation building.

The afternoon light’s slow creep across my living-room floor shifts ever so slightly day to day.
The bird sound differs each hour. The minutes of
darkness shrink away.
Our dog, Berry, leans farther out the window as
we drive around, searching out other four-legged
creatures she can chatter at and dream of.
My son sleeps the same teen hours into the afternoon. When he wakes, in a few hours, this will
be the day I ask Milo to teach me Fortnite. Maybe even Call of Duty. That’s where my other new
friends must be.
Maybe I’ll take to driving with my own head out
the window, chattering.
— Paul Smart
a list of the more than 30 local restaurants/delis
from which recipients can chose to place their order.
As the Covid 19 crisis rages on, it is gratifying
to see people in the community step forward to
exhibit kindness and compassion. While many of
these helping hands will go unnoticed, we should
recognize those acts of kindness we are aware of.
The NPCF has benefited from unsolicited generosity for our project.
Help Your Neighbors 2020 will be operating
for as long as the crisis creates the need and there
are sufficient donations to sustain it. The Board
of NPCF is thankful that even in these difficult financial times, donations (large and small) continue to be received. If funds donated to this project
remain once the crisis is over, they will be retained
by NPCF in an Emergency Preparedness Fund
to be immediately available as a resource to deal
with any future community emergency need.
NPCF is thankful to be part of such a giving
community. We can make it through this stressful
time if we all continue to work together.
Eileen Gulbrandsen Glenn
President, NPCF
New Paltz

DOUG FREESE

Red-shouldered hawk at Esopus Bend.

there are fewer people wearing boots, and most of
those don’t have straps.
We are an interrelated nation, with many races
and cultures. The only common denominator is
that we are all human. Wealth and power have
concentrated to the point that they’ve made a fertile culture for a communicable virus.
Politicians, sponsored by the wealthy, determine
to whom and how treatment shall occur. While
our trillions of pooled taxes get dispersed back to
the wealthy, the American public watches those
of color, the poor, the elderly and the uninsured
die as vast resources are being spent on military
weapons.
Like my father, I am going to pull off to the side
of the road and point out the window, “Look at
those dead folks stacked up in that nursing-home
morgue. They are there because they trusted
they’d be taken care of when they became elderly. They voted for politicians they thought would
take care of them. Now you know what I am talking about when I say buying more weapons, kills
more of us who need food, need jobs, need elder
care and health care then they will kill our enemy.”
The irony of making billions of dollars worth of
weapons is that the war is in our grocery stores,
on the handles in the subway, on our doorknobs,
and on our hands and faces. As our stockpile of
drones, planes, and bombs rusts, our sick soldiers
will need ventilators and a vaccine before they can

fly them.

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Neighbors show compassion
As has been reported previously, the New Paltz
Community Foundation, Inc. (“NPCF”) has established through donations and is implementing a
project known as Help Your Neighbors 2020 to
provide meal vouchers ($20 for an individual and
$50 for a family) to those in need. To date, 120
vouchers have been issued.
The details of how the program works can be
found on the NPCF’s website: newpaltzfoundation.org, on the NPCF Facebook page or by calling
me at 256-1945. Referring community partners
include Family of New Paltz, William Murray’s
Neighbor to Neighbor program in New Paltz, the
Town of Gardiner, and the churches in New Paltz
and Gardiner. The NPCF website lists the community partners and their contact information.
These partners will advise potential recipients as
to where they can pick up a voucher and receive

Let us design your
dream kitchen remotely!
With your measurements, photos and
phone meetings we can start the process.
Come to our sanitized
showroom for a private
meeting practicing
social distancing to
select finishes.

KITCHENS
SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz
845.255.2022

CABINET SHOP
Woodstock
845.679.2002

Support food justice
Food justice, the belief that all people deserve
healthy nutritious food, is central to the mission
of the Phillies Bridge Farm Project. We deliver
thousands of pounds of fresh produce to families
in need every year. But this year the need is great,
and we are asking you to help us to help others.
We are expanding our usual efforts to provide
support to those in need during this time of crisis.
We want to increase the produce donations that
we make to local food pantries, where fresh, nutritious foods are often in short supply. And we are
increasing the subsidized shares in our community supported agriculture (CSA) program, so that
those experiencing hardship can access the fresh
sustainably grown food.
Many of us are or will be receiving federal subsidy checks. This will be of great use to so many
who are in need. But if you are among the fortunate who have not been severely impacted financially, we encourage you to consider donating the
windfall to those who are in need of help. Your
contributions to the Farm to Families program at
philliesbridge.org will go directly toward providing healthy food to local families suffering the fi-
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A message from the Fair Street Church in uptown Kingston.

nancial fallout from the pandemic.
Times of crisis such as this are trying. But they
can also draw us together as a community. Global
problems can feel overwhelming and beyond our
control. But there is much that we can do to help
one another through this right here at home. Phillies Bridge Farm is here to help. Thank you for
your support.
Ariana Basco
Brian Obach
Co-presidents, Phillies Bridge Farm Project
New Paltz

SPRING

CLEAN UP!

CLEARING AWAY LEAVES,
BRANCHES & CLUTTER
HAULING AWAY DEBRIS
RE-EDGING AND
CLEANING GARDEN BEDS
RE-SEEDING
PRUNING

845.399.3186

Temporarily neurotic
As a blind person, I have learned just how important touch is to me, and to be able to elegantly
and gracefully navigate my world. I have skillfully developed a soft and sensitive touch, and
use my hands when walking with my cane, or on
the shoulder of a friend. I get around my house
and other visited places by touching walls, tables,
doors and basically anything that will help me
smoothly transition from one place to another.
Now, with the threat of the coronavirus looming everywhere, I’ve been strongly encouraged to
wear a mask, use gloves when I can, and wash my

hands often. Well, on some level it’s no problem
doing those things to protect my body as best I can
from the virus. But in a couple of weeks my partner and I are flying back to New York, and I am
feeling a little nervous about all the close encounters with people, as well as all the new places I will
be dealing with on my journey home.
Yesterday I overheard a friend tell my partner
to be as neurotic as necessary during the trip. I
laughed at first, but then realized that it might be
good advice. I mean, this is my life, and I do not
want to get the dreaded virus, even if I probably
would recover from it.

Charles G. Hoffay
Charles Grover Hoffay, 83 of Durham NC, passed away peacefully at his home
surrounded by his loving family on Saturday, April 25, 2020 after an extended
illness.
Charlie was born October 8, 1936, in Kingston, New York, to Wilbur and Mildred Hoffay. He is survived by his loving wife of nearly sixty years Theresa
“Terry” (nee Brzostowski) and their children, Michelle (Kevin) Harris of Highland NY, Michael Hoffay of Durham NC, Scott (Rita) Hoffay of Ithaca NY, and
Sandra (Willard) Yarosh of Apex NC. He is also survived by his nine grandchildren who he adored; Ashton Harris, Devon Harris, Jordan (Liz) Hoffay, Dan
(Amanda) Hoffay, Taylor (Marvin) Ledgister, Kaitlyn Hoffay, Kayla (Gabe) Latigue, Sarah Yarosh and Joe Yarosh, and step-great-granddaughter Abby Ball.
Charlie was the oldest of seven children and is survived by his siblings; Shirley Carle, Thomas Hoffay,
Linda (Francis) Humphrey, William (Diane) Hoffay, and Donald (Donna) Hoffay. He is also survived by
sister in laws, Jackie Hoffay, Shirley Sobocinski and Ruth Wasikowski as well as brother in law Richard
(Linda) Brzostowski. He was preceded in death by his brother Robert Hoffay and brother in laws, Earl
Carle, Seweryn Sobocinski and Thomas Wasikowski.
Charlie was a graduate of the State University of New York at Cobleskill and served in the U.S. Army
where he met and married the love of his life, at Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indiana. He retired from IBM
in 1991 after a distinguished career of more than 25 years, working in various locations in New York’s Mid
Hudson Valley and an international assignment in Havant, England.
During his retirement he was a docent at the Ross Park Zoo in Binghamton, NY for over 15 years where
he shared his deep love of animals and nature.
In light of the current pandemic, no services are planned at this time. The family will be having a celebration of life in the upcoming months. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Charlie’s name
to the Ross Park Zoo at rossparkzoo.org. Online condolences may be made to the Hoffay family at
www.legacy.com.
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But probably is not good enough for me. I honestly don’t want anything to do with it, if I can help
it. So, at least for the day of travel, I will proudly
embrace the attitude of a neurotic, and do my best
to stay hyper-vigilant, until I am safely back in my
own sweet home.
And now you get to seriously consider embracing that neurotic attitude also, without feeling
embarrassed. Why? Because your life is that important to you. With the virus lurking all over the
place, this is no time to be Mister Cool!
Marty Klein
Woodstock

Marie Antoinette for our times
Let them eat bleach!
(Queen Marie likely did not say it, BTW. But
you know who did?)
William Weinstein
New Paltz
Environmental philosophers
David Brower, that famed environmentalist of
the Wilderness Society, wrote back in 1962 that
ever since Henry Thoreau penned his famous
words, “In wildness is the preservation of the
world,” we have proven that the natural world and
Mankind must live together or perish separately.
David Brower also wrote, “There is no science and
no art of greater importance than what teaches

TLK

seeing, which builds sensitivity and respect for the
natural world.”
Environmental philosophers like Henry Thoreau, David Brower. Rachel Carson and Aldo Leopold, the father of the American ecology movement
and the pioneer of the land ethic would, all agree
that we have received this message from Mother
Earth. We must learn to coexist with her, or else
we will become just another extinct species which
failed to adapt and live cooperatively with the
planet that gave it birth.
There are untold millions of species which failed
to meet the biological and ecological requirements
over the last 3.6 billion years and through five major extinction events. These failures prove these
ecological points of Thoreau and the other environmentalists of the past two centuries. The fact
that we are creating another extinction event-The
Sixth Extinction,-imperiling all life on earth-is a
lesson we are learning the hard way as we enter
this new era of The Anthropocene.
Wrote Aldo Leopold, author of A Sand County
Almanac, “Wilderness is the raw material out of

which man has hammered the artifact called civilization.” Leopold also wrote that no “living man”
will ever see again the long grass prairie, the pine
forests of the Great Lake States or the flatwoods of
the coastal plain. Only in Canada, Alaska and the
Quetico-Superior Wilderness in Minnesota are
there still areas of virgin country yet untouched
by man.
We humans, as a product of the evolutionary
primeval, no longer have the privileged luxury of
walking the woods alone, where no man has trod.
Leopold wrote that wilderness is a “resource”
that can never grow but only shrink in size as we
squeeze the last breath out of a living world that
made us human.
As the fiftieth anniversary of Earth Day passes
into the collective memories of just another day
lost,-remember also what Aldo Leopold said, “The
most important characteristic of an organism
is that capacity for internal self-renewal known
as health.” The tonic of wilderness is a necessary
medicine to remedy the ills of this sick society.
“Your health is your wealth” may be just a trite

Medical Marijuana Certification
and Consulting
Gene Epstein, FNP
• New Construction
• Additions
• Renovations

• Existing Homes
• Crawl Spaces
• Attics

Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available
Now Approved for PTSD
& Chronic Pain
For Information
& Appointment Call:

CALL JAY: 845-742-4068

LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
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845-430-4239

www.FoamcoInc.com

THE GARDENER’S PLACE TO BE!
• Flowering Annuals
• Huge Selection of Perennials
• Vegetable Plants and Herbs
• Trees, Shrubs & Rose Bushes
• Gifts and Supplies for Gardening
• Bulk Mulch, Compost & Top Soil

Open 7 Days 9 - 6:30 • Route 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Bakery: Cider Donuts made every morning!
Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream

Mother’s Day May 10th!

Large selection of planters
Beautiful hanging baskets
Gift certificates
Special gift items any Mom would love

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

C o n s t ru ct ion Sit es
P a r ty E ven t s • Weddin g s
Ca m psi te s • F lea Market s
We e k e n d s • Weekly • Mo n t h ly

We are grateful to be open during this unprecedented time and help provide groceries to our community.
We thank our dedicated staff who help make this happen. We will get through this difficult time together.
The Ferrante Family

SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

STOVES & FIREPLACES

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

CASEY & SONS
FLOOR SANDING
FINISHING
“Serving the Community
For Over 45 years”
Kingston, NY
845•336•8555

CS CONSTRUCTION

Roofing • Siding • Decks • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
All Phases of Home Improvement
— Free Estimates —
Chris Shauger f550diesel@msn.com
Houtman Rd., Saugerties, NY 845-750-7038

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

THE JOY OF BUILDING

Lawn Mowing &
Snow Plowing
(845) 679-CUTT

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

New construction, additions,
renovations, and historical restorations

(2888)

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
Trucking & Excavating

• Trucking • Excavating • Driveways • Lawns
Bulk Landscaping Materials
• Topsoil • Mulch • Stone • Sand • Shale...

Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

INSULATION, LEAF REMOVAL, GUTTERS,
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING & CARPENTRY
We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.

845-514-3953 • 518-929-6369

MARK PERITZ • 845 399-3080
jobconco@gmail.com • thejoyofbuilding.com

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs
— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —

845-246-6722

5 weeks $75 | 845-334-8200
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aphorism to some, but as the planet disintegrates
into pandemics in the world frying pan of global
warming on the runaway locomotive that is called
mankind, we must fight to keep that necessary
elixir forever in our hands.
Victor C. Capelli
Town of Ulster

Seasonal awakening
With the arrival of May, it is time to break some
of the chains that bind us.
We live in a rural area that should accommodate our social distancing when we need to protect ourselves. We may want to get tested for the
Covid virus if we are experiencing symptoms of
the disease or if we live with someone who has a
weakened immunity system.
We have learned to wash our hands, not touch
our face, and to disinfect areas that we suspect
may have been infected. We know to wear protective face masks when we are coming near people
we do not know. Many of these things we have
learned should remain with us especially when

the next flu season surfaces its ugly head.
With this awakening, comes time for change.
We need to replace government control with personal common sense. If you have a weakened immunity system, continue to shelter at home and
allow for your family or the support of your neighbors to help you maintain a good quality of life at
home until the Covid risk is over. It will end shortly as the warmer weather approaches.
We need to get back to business and be smart
as we do so. People who work outside such as
construction contractors should be able to work
providing safe practices like social distancing and
using masks when needed. Restaurants should
be allowed to have inside and outside dining providing safe spacing between tables. Retail units
should all be operational providing for control of

Jimminy Peak

the number of shoppers allowed in the store at
one time. If you are a medical provider, a barber,
hairdresser or someone who has physical contact
with the public, both the service provider and the
customer should wear a protective mask, and all
customers should have their temperatures check
to make sure they are not febrile and more likely
to have the virus.
Getting back to business little by little will help
us kickstart the economy and help us get back on
the right track. This virus will be gone, and with
common sense and maintaining good practices
we will all be okay.
Jim Dougherty
Bearsville

Healthy Back Program
Dance Exercise Class
Personal Training
Parkinson’s Disease Exercise

Over 35 Years Experience

Full Chimney Service
Installation of
Chimneys
Stainless Steel
Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

| 20

Anne Olin, M.Ed., BC-DMT, LCAT
Board Certified
Dance/Movement Therapist
Licensed
Creative Arts Therapist

845-338-0704

(845) 679-6250

SCHAFFER EXCAVATING
Driveway Repair - Drainage Systems
Water and Electric Line Installation
Foundation Waterproofing and Repair
Land Clearing -Tree and Brush Removal
Septic System Repair

A family tradition... a century of service.
YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

(914) 466-4482 or (845) 679-4742
neilaschaffer@gmail.com
schafferexcavating.com

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
w w w. s e a m o n w i l s e y f u n e r a l h o m e . c o m

SERVICES DIRECTORY
GARDENING Hi
& LANDSCAPE
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CLEANING SERVICES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION

CLEANERS
Woodstock
Tree
Please
runCare
the following ad forCOUNTRY
4 runs in the
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.
Woodstock
Times!
We
are also Tree Removal
experts.
Working in the area 25 years!
Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
845-679-3200
ThankOfﬁce:
you…..Neil

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs
— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —

845-246-6722

Homes & Offices • Insured & Bonded
Excellent references.
Call (845)706-1713 or (845) 679-8932

MINDFUL PROPERTY

Francesca Ortolano – Property Manager
Donny Kass – Property Maintenance
Organized – Reliable – Meticulous
845.657.4180–O 845.389.0969–C mindfulproperty77@gmail.com
55 Years Combined Experience

GARDEN CONSULTING

LEGAL SERVICES

READY FOR SPRING?

DIVORCE, LANDLORD/TENANT,
REAL ESTATE, WILLS

Soil Testing Available Now

Biological Food Garden & Farm Soil Testing
Organic-Regenerative Soil Balancing
Compost Tea – Biodynamic Preps
Testing – Education – Consulting

Ross 845-825-7657

THE LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN GOTTLIEB
74 TINKER STREET WOODSTOCK, NEW YORK
721 BROADWAY SUITE 112 KINGSTON, NEW YORK
(845) 338-2139 (845) 389-0166 sirag1951@gmail.com

5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200 — 5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200

legal notices
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of JFH
Development LLC. Arts. Of
Org. filed with Secy. Of State
of NY (SSNY) on 09/10/2019.
Office location: Ulster County.
Principal business location: 40
Canaan Road, New Paltz, NY,
12561. SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process served to: PO Box 219,
Woodstock, NY 12498. Any
legal purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of MAH
Development
Woodstock
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with
Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY)
on 12/26/2019. Office location: Ulster County. Principal
business location: 40 Canaan
Road, New Paltz, NY 12561.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.

SSNY shall mail copy of process served to: 40 Canaan
Road, New Paltz, NY 12561.
Any legal purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of
Rosenkranse Garage LLC Arts.
of Org. filed with the Sect’y
of State of NY (SSNY) on
3/10/2020. Office location,
County of Ulster. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, PO Box 442, Clintondale, NY 12515. Purpose: any
lawful act.
LEGAL NOTICE
Chef Elrod LLC. Filed
2/19/20. Office: Ulster Co.
SSNY desig. as agent for process & shall mail to: c/o Taffiny
Clea Elrod-ljikovic, 1022 Route
9w, Marlboro, NY 12542. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
L J Tree Service L.L.C.

RECREATION

Management & Maintenance

Filed 3/3/20. Office: Ulster
Co. SSNY desig. as agent for
process & shall mail to: 54
Greenville Rd, Sundown, NY
12740. Registered
Agent:
United States Corporation
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave
ste 202, Bklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY
FIRST: The name of the
Limited Liability Company is
George White, LLC (hereinafter referred to as the “Company”)
SECOND: The Articles of
Organization of the Company
were filed with the Secretary of
State on March 16, 2020.
THIRD: The County within
the State of New York in which
the office of the Company is
located is Greene.
FOURTH: The Secretary
of State has been designated
as agent upon whom process

against the Company may be
served. The post office address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail process is
3111 Cobb Hill Road, Cazenovia, NY 13035.
FIFTH: The Company is organized for all lawful purposes,
and to do any and all things
necessary, convenient, or incidental to that purpose.
Dated: March 17, 2020
FREEMAN HOWARD, P.C.
441 East Allen Street
P.O. Box 1328
Hudson, New York 12534
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF COMPLETION
OF TENTATIVE ASSESSMENT
ROLL
Notice of completion shall
be published once into the official newspaper of the Town
and a copy of the published
Notice shall be posted on the
signboard at the entrance of
the Town Clerk’s Office stating
that the assessor has completed the tentative roll, where the

W O O D S T O C K

We build them,
we walk them.

Dave Holden

Guided Hikes
Scenic Tours
Custom Trails

845 594-4863
Like Woodstock Trails on Facebook

peregrine8@hvc.rr.com - www.woodstocktrails.net
peregrine8@hvc.rr.com
– www.woodstocknytrails.com

STORAGE
ASHOKAN STORE-IT

Ask about our long term storage discount
5x10 5x15 10x10 10x15 10x20 10x30
$40 $50 $70 $90 $110 $150

Cell Phone (845) 389-0504
845-657-2494 • 1 Ridge Rd. Shokan, NY 12481
roll may be examined and when
and where Grievance day will
be held. (RPTL 506, 526(1),
1526)
Notice is hereby given that
the Assessor of the Town of
New Paltz, County of Ulster
has completed the Tentative
Assessment Roll for the current year and that a copy has
been left with the Town Clerk
at her office at 52 Clearwater
Road New Paltz, NY 12561 on
May 1, 2020.
The Tentative Roll may be
examined or reviewed on the
Ulster County website https://
ulstercountyny.gov/real-property/assessment-rolls#.
If you need further help,
please contact the office 845255-0103 Monday through Friday 9am-4pm.
The Board of Assessment
Review will meet on Tuesday
May 26th, 2020 between the
hours of 4:00 - 8:00 p.m., by
virtual meeting, in said town,
to hear and examine all complaints in relation to assessments, on the written applica-

tion of any person believing
himself to be aggrieved. This
is by appointment only. Please
call to schedule an appointment.
DATED: May 1, 2020
Tricia Masterson, Appointed
Assessor
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that
the annual meeting of the
Hudler Cemetery Association,
Inc. for all plot owners will be
held at the Sharp Committee
Office, 98 Main Street, Phoenicia, NY 12464, on Wednesday,
May 20, 2020, at 7:00 PM for
the purpose of electing Trustees and for any such other
business as may come before
the meeting. Bylaws state unsightly items will be removed
from grave sites at the cemetery during Spring cleanup. No
alcoholic beverages are permitted on cemetery grounds.
Dated April 23, 2020, Phileatus Winchell, Secretary/Treasurer.
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CHECK IT OUT

the limit.
Each Data Jam submission is
judged by a panel consisting of a scientist, an artist and an educator. Cash
prizes are awarded to the top middle
and high school projects. A special
prize will be awarded to the top Family Data Jam project submission.
The 2020 Hudson Data Jam competition will be 100 percent virtual.
Cary Institute educators will be offering informational webinars and
instructional videos to help parents,
students and educators learn how to
work with data and create a project
that clearly communicates the data
trends you discover. Participants
must register by May 13 and submit
their project results online by May
27. A Virtual Data Jam Expo and
Awards Ceremony will be held via
Zoom from 5 to 7 p.m. on June 19.
Visit the website at www.caryinstitute.org/eco-inquiry/datajam to sign
up for webinars and to learn more.
Two Facebook pages have also been
created for Data Jammers to get updates, at www.facebook.com/hudsondatajam, and to connect and share
strategies, at www.facebook.com/
groups/683710482429325.
— Frances Marion Platt

Almanac | art

Jan Sawka symposium

PROVIDED

Jan Sawka in his High Falls studio.
The Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art and a California museum will present “Dreams & Memoirs, Jan Sawka, Coast to Coast,” an online symposium on May 2 at 10 a.m. PST, 1 p.m. EST and 7 p.m.
CEST. Two university art museums are currently exhibiting the work of the late artist. The Robert and
Frances Fullerton Museum of Art at Cal State San Bernardino opened an exhibition featuring Sawka’s
work works. Jan Sawka’s California Dream opened almost simultaneously at SUNY New Paltz. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic both museums were closed to visitors in mid-March.
The staff of both museums, together with the exhibition curators, have partnered to create an online
symposium. Presenters from the Dorsky are Dr. Ksenia Nouril, Dr. Peter Schwenger, Dr. Tom Wolf and
Beth Wilson.

Do ecological research as a family project, virtually,
via Cary Institute’s 2020 Hudson Data Jam
learn how to manage this phase.
In a normal year at this season,
As a well from which to draw inforwith the weather warming up, we at
mation, the Internet, some wag once
Almanac Weekly would be joining the
said, is a mile wide and an inch deep.
chorus of voices urging families to get
Ranging freely, you can find out a lot
out and about as participants in “citiof facts you never knew you needed
zen science” projects: bird counts,
to know; but you can also easily come
stream testing, helping amphibto believe a lot of things that aren’t
ians cross busy roads, recording the
strictly true. If you want to draw relidates when this or that plant came
able conclusions from your research,
into bloom. There’s no substitute for
it’s a useful discipline to identify a
the thrill of doing primary research,
particular reliable dataset that you
even on a small local level. And it’s a
want to explore. With kids stuck at
great hands-on introduction for kids
home for the remainder of the school
to learn the importance of gathering
year and parents looking for ideas
hard data. They’ll need that appreto optimize what they get out of disciation later on, as they pursue higher
tance learning, why not throw youreducation and are assigned indepenselves into a family research project?
dent research projects. It’ll also make
The ideal opportunity presents itthem wiser, better citizens: less easy
self right now, in the form of the Cary
to manipulate via poorly sourced or
Institute’s seventh annual Hudson
biased information.
Data Jam competition. The MillSince we can’t be doing so much of
brook-based Cary Institute of Ecosysthat real-world accumulation of new
tem Studies is sitting on a veritable
data right now, it’s the perfect time
dragon’s hoard of information about
to turn our attention to the analythe natural world, gathered in our
sis side of research. A growing pile
region by working scientists since
of painstakingly gathered statistics
the 1980s. Every now and then we’ll
means nothing if someone isn’t siftread or hear a news bulletin about
ing through them, spotting patterns,
some discovery they’ve made, some
interpreting what they signify and
action they’re advocating – in recent
making recommendations for best
years, often relating to the scourge of
practices based on those hard facts.
Lyme disease and how best to lessen
For some of us (including some in the
its impacts. But there’s lots more to be
journalism trade), this is where doing
learned from these data. Who knows?
research truly becomes fun mental
It might be a young student who
stimulation. Youngsters, as they adcomes up with the next great spark of
vance in their schooling, also need to
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insight, given access to this wealth of
information.
There are three levels of competition in the Data Jam: middle school,
high school and – this year for the
first time – family, which can include
children as young as kindergarten
age. With guidance from Cary Institute educators, participants select an
ecology dataset that they want to analyze and are given access to it. But this
is no dull, dry science fair project: By
the time you’re done, you’ll be called
upon to turn STEM to STEAM by
creating a visual or performing arts
product that communicates the lesson you’ve learned from these data.
Sing a song, make a video, paint a picture, design a computer game, write a
children’s book – your imagination is

Murder Café radio theatre
Since all of Murder Café’s scheduled live shows have been suspended
due to the current condition of social
distancing, the 22-year-old entertainment company has taken a new
direction, venturing into “theatre of
the mind” -- radio.
The actors utilizing Zoom meetings
are recording Murder Café’s original murder mystery scripts and several classic suspense dramas from the
golden age of radio. The edited recordings, including sound effects and music
cues, are available on a variety of platforms including Murder Café’s website.
There are two plays currently available: Murder Me Always, Murder
Café’s tribute to the noir films of the
1940s that made its debut at Mohonk
Mountain House as part of their annual mystery weekend in 2018 and
Sorry, Wrong Number, a play by Lucille Fletcher, one many consider the
best suspense drama ever presented
on live radio. A third play, The Lodger, will be added to the available program list on April 30.
Murder Café owner and operator,
Frank Marquette summarized his venture into radio theatre. “During this
period of isolation and social distancing artists are finding new and creative ways to reach their audiences,”
he said. “After the cancellation of so
many of our live shows I asked, ‘Why
not radio drama?’. My troupe of actors
jumped at the opportunity. It was just
a question of what plays we would record and how we would join the virtual world. We hope our contribution to
audio entertainment will offer our followers and new fans a diversion and
an alternative to cable dramas.”

It !
through

the

wilderness

info@lazymeadow.com

845-688-7200
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Local afterlife locale
Shot in part at Mohonk
Mountain House,
Greg Daniels’ Upload
premieres this Friday
on Amazon Prime
by Frances Marion Platt

I

f you could customize your
own afterlife, what earthly destination would its design most
closely resemble? For folks lucky
enough to spend their overnight
visits to the Hudson Valley in a
certain Victorian-era resort atop the
Shawangunk Ridge, it would be highly tempting to choose the Mohonk
Mountain House and its spectacular
grounds as their template.
We are often told by our guests that
‘Mohonk is Heaven,’ so it’s not the first
time we’ve heard of this concept,” says
Alex Sherwood, director of hotel operations at Mohonk Mountain House.
“Our guests and staff often talk about
our mountaintop being an incredible
place to reconnect with nature and
how there’s something magical about
the air up here, so we understand why
the creator of the show would choose
Mohonk as the backdrop.”
Sherwood is referencing a new TV
series premiering this Friday, May 1
on Amazon Prime, titled Upload. Set
in the year 2033, it’s satirical science
fiction with the narrative premise

AL ALEXSA

A reflection of Mohonk Mountain House.
that technology will soon permit a
person near death to opt to be digitally uploaded instead to a virtual
heaven. However, your quality-of-afterlife will be determined not by how
righteous a life you led, but by how

much you can afford to pay to maintain your subscription to eternity.
For most of us 99-percenters, there
will be strict data-plan limits on what
amenities we may continue to enjoy
after we have shuffled off this mortal

coil.
Because his fiancée’s (Allegra Edwards) family is wealthy, Nathan
(Robbie Amell), the protagonist of
Upload, gets to transition to a most
attractive version of the afterlife,

AUTOMATIC STANDBY
GENERATORS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Never Be Without Power Again
Totally Automatic
Safe & Reliable
Built to Last
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Financing Available

1-800-542-5552
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called Lakeview. Just one glance at
the primary advertising poster for
the first season of the series will confirm that Mohonk Mountain House
is the inspiration for the show’s primary setting. A woman is peering
into a pair of virtual reality goggles,
whose lenses frame a certain very
familiar
castlelike
structure, perched on
a cliff overlooking a
sparkling glacial lake.
If you’ve ever been
there, the turreted
stone façade is utterly
unmistakable.
This being social
satire, Nathan’s perfect heavenly reward
quickly goes awry,
of course. Questions
are raised as to whether his death
at a young age in a collision involving a self-driving car was indeed accidental, and his indebtedness to his
former prospective in-laws soon becomes burdensome. He also begins to
get emotionally entangled with Nora
(Andy Allo), the “angel” or customer
service representative assigned to his
afterlife account. She’s still alive and
he isn’t, so their romance is awkward
at best.
The new show is being eagerly anticipated by fans of The Office and
Parks and Recreation, since showrunner Greg Daniels has been brewing this project for some 30 years.
It originated as a concept for a skit
when he was part of the writing stable
at Saturday Night Live in the 1980s,
only to be shelved repeatedly as Daniels worked on other shows that became progressively more successful.
Upload will continue in his aesthetic
tradition of half-hour single-camera
sitcoms using ensemble casts of relatively unknown actors (who typically
go on to greater fame as a result of
their involvement with his projects,
as Steve Carell, Chris Pratt, Mindy
Kaling, John Krasinski, Aziz Ansari
and Aubrey Plaza can attest). All ten
episodes of the first season will drop
at once this Friday, so if you’re homebound and bored (and an Amazon
Prime subscriber), you can bingewatch to your heart’s content.
Most of the interior scenes were
reportedly shot in Vancouver, but
Mohonk is abundantly on display in
the exterior shots. Although the most
heart-stopping Shawangunk cliff and
Lake Mohonk panoramas were taken from drones, it’s clear from some
scenes in the trailer that the New
Paltz hotel played host to the production as well – for instance, in a scene
in which Nathan, seated on a veranda, makes the acquaintance of two
guests occupying the room next door.

Those are the Mountain House’s real
verandas, all right.
“The cast and crew filmed here at
Mohonk Mountain House for four
days in November of 2017,” Alex
Sherwood confirms. “The crew was
very small, approximately eight to
ten people, so we were able to have

‘The production team was
able to achieve their goals in
filming while not impacting
the guests’ experience.’

TLK
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filming happen without many guests
being aware the filming was going
on.” Although a pan of the lakeshore
used in the trailer depicts buildings
adjoining the hotel that don’t exist
in real life, Sherwood says that these
special effects were added in postproduction; it was not necessary to construct green screens on-site.
“From scouting to further in-depth

site visits to filming, the crew and
teams were great. We spent a significant portion of the planning with
crews, educating them on our operation and guest expectations so they
understood our ongoing goal to provide exceptional guest service,” he
adds. “We worked closely with them
to be able to integrate their filming into the resort’s routine activities. With some timing and location
flexibility, the production team was
able to achieve their goals in filming while not impacting the guests’
experience.”
With images of the hotel being
used so prominently in the series’
advertising campaign, the Mountain House is poised to leverage
this heightened visibility in its own
public-relations outreach. “Mohonk is thrilled to be included in this
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campaign and will be actively sharing the love for the show and our
excitement about being featured as
a version of ‘Heaven’ on the official
Mohonk Facebook and Instagram accounts,” says Sherwood.
While a second season has not yet
been greenlit, and there’s no guarantee that the story’s primary physical
setting will remain the same, locals
can only hope that Lakeview remains
a happy place where visitors will want
to live more or less permanently.
To watch the official trailer for
Upload, visit www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0ZfZj2bn_xg.

we’ll be back someday. thanks to all our supporters over
the decades upstatefilms.org stay healthy everyone

Jessica Rice

rhinebeck nY

Beautiful Images Hair Salon
123 Boices Lane, Kingston, NY 12401
Makeup: 845-309-6860
www.jessicamitzi.com

Hair: 845-383-1852
www.beautifulimageshairsalon.com

SAUGERTIES
SENIOR HOUSING
Subsidized Housing
for Low Income
Senior Citizens

SECURE LIVING

WAITING
LIST

Call or write for an application
at the information below
155 MAIN STREET • SAUGERTIES, NY 12477

— 845-247-0612 —

FABULOUS

the master

FURNITURE

R. 2h17mins

10 minutes from Woodstock!

108 Main Street
Saugerties, N.Y. 12477
845-246-4646
IvyLodgeAssistedLiving.com

Nestled in the heart of Ulster County’s Historic Village of Saugerties, Ivy Lodge is a unique
residence that offers support for gracious living. Private apartments, and handicapped
accessibility throughout. Our nurses and 24 hour certified staff respectfully encourage
residents to age in a place they’ll enjoy calling home.Traditional, Memory Support, Respite
and Enhanced programs available. For more information, or to schedule a tour please call
845-246-4646 or E-mail director@Ivylodgeassistedliving.com

Now offering monthly support group for families,
caregivers and people living with dementia.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Party Planning/
Catering

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly
Rentals. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan,
Green (pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented),
Red & Blue Handicap Accessible. (We also
have a few w/sinks). Great for Construction/Building Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party
Events, etc. Call 845-658-8766, 845-4176461 or 845-706-7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

360

Office Space/
Commercial
Rentals

High Falls Office Space. Ground floor, directly behind the Depuy Tavern, soon to be
Canal House Museum. $700/month includes electric, does not include gas heat.
Contact John Novi 845-750-1972.

380

Garage/
Workspace/
Storage

ASHOKAN
STORE-IT
Ask About Our
Long Term Storage Discount

5x10 $40
10x15 $90

5x15 $50 10x10 $70
10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504
1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

430

New Paltz
Rentals

1-BEDROOM APARTMENT available
April 1 at Village Arms. Wood floors. Top
floor, end unit. Convenient location on Rt.
32 bus route. $1200/month includes heat,
hot water, plowing and garbage pick-up. No
pets. No smokers. 1st month, 1 month security to move in. Call 845-594-4433. Owner
is Broker, no fee.

NEW PALTZ GARDENS
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts.
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.
3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171

SOUTHSIDE TERRACE APARTMENTS
offers semester leases for FALL 2020 and
Short-Term for the Summer! Furnished
studios, one & two bedrooms, includes heat
& hot water. Recreation facilities. Walking
distance to campus and town. 845-2557205.
NICE UNFURNISHED ROOMS; Starting
at $485/month. Excellent location. Close
to SUNY college. All utilities included. Call
845-255-6029 or 914-474-5176, leave message.

450
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Saugerties
Rentals

Saugerties area: 3-Bedroom Ranch.
$1500/month rent plus utilities & security.
References a must. No pets, no smoking. 5
minutes from thruway. Quiet neighborhood. Call 845 389- 0810.

600

For Sale

to place an ad:

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT FOR SALE:
Bowflex Power Pro w/210lb. rod pack, leg
curl and leg ext. accessory; $500. Total
Gym; $250. Pilates reformer; $100. Call
845-255-0523.

601

Portable Toilet
Rentals

TLK

contact
telephone

Call 334-8200. Hours: MWThF 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.

e-mail

classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com

website

classifieds.hudsonvalleyone.com/place-a-classified-ad

fax

Our fax-machine number is 845-334-8809 (include credit card #)

drop-off

322 Wall St., Kingston.

deadlines
phone, mail

rates

LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

weekly

$20 for 30 words; 20 cents for each additional word.

special
deals

$72 for four weeks (30 words); $225 for 13 weeks; $425 for 26
weeks; 800 for a year; each additional word after 30 is 20 cents per
word per week. Future credit given for cancellations, no refunds.

845-658-8766 | 845-417-6461 | 845-706-7197

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Wee k e n d s • We e k l y • M o n t h l y

603

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming,
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood for
Sale. (845)255-7259. Residential, Municipalities.

FULLY INSURED

LAWLESS
TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING

ALLEN
LAWLESS • 845-247-2838
SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK
CELL.: 845-399-9659

615

Hunting/Fishing
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. Transfers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90
Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

695

Professional
Services

*Jessica Rice*; Beautiful Images Hair Salon, 123 Boices Lane, Kingston. Hair- 845383-1852; www.beautifulimageshairsalon.
com Makeup- 845-309-6860; www.jessicamitzi.com
GBM TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
INC. Professional Moving and Delivery.
Residential/Commercial. Local and N.Y.C.
Metro areas. N.Y.S. Dot T 12467, Shandaken, N.Y. Call 845-688-2253.

700

Personal &
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, Strongman, Olympic Lifting Equipped* *9000
sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of turf.
Group Training Sessions - Registered Dietician - Youth Programs - Personal Training.
120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call Today
845-853-8189.

702

policy
errors
payment

Tree Services

Art Services

The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m.

reach

Proofread before submitting. No refunds will be given, but credit will
be extended toward future ads if we are responsible for any error.
Prepay with cash, check, Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

print

Almanac’s classified ads are distributed throughout the region
and are included in Woodstock Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties
Times and Kingston Times. Over 15,000 copies printed.

web

Almanac’s classified ads also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com,
part of our network of sites with more than 2.6 million unique
visitors per year.

710

Organizing/
Decorating/
Refinishing

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER/HOUSEKEEPER. Help w/everyday problems, special projects; clutter, paperwork, moving,
gardening & personal assistant. Affordable.
Fully Insured, Confidentiality Assured.
MargotMolnar.com; Masters Psychology,
former CEO, Certified Hospice Volunteer.
margotmolnar1@gmail.com
(845)6796242.

715

Cleaning Services

720

Painting/Odd
Jobs

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen
mounting, light hauling/delivery, cleanouts. Second home caretaking. All small/
medium jobs considered. Versatile, trustworthy, creative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix
It. 845-616-7999.

Gary Buckendorf

NEED EXTERIOR PAINTING?

I want to keep Social Distance
I WORK ALONE
Many references in Catskill area and Manhattan
garybuckendorf@gmail.com

917-593-5069

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845658-2073.

QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980
• Int. & Ext. Painting
• Power Washing

COUNTRY CLEANERS

• Sheetrock &
Plaster Repair

Excellent references.

• Free Estimates

Homes & Offices • Insured & Bonded

Call (845)706-1713
or (845) 679-8932
CLEAN UPS, CLEAN OUTS. Indoor/Outdoor. Junk & debris removal. Estates prepared for Moving and Sale. (845)688-2253.

717

Painting/Odd Jobs

Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured • ritaccopainting.com

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,
All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured
Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig

845-331-4966/249-8668

Visit my website: Haberwash.com
www.facebook.com/Haberwash
NYS DOT T-12467

Incorporated 1985

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery
• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253
ULSTER PUBLISHING POLICY
It is illegal for anyone to: ...Advertise or make any statement that indicates a limitation or preference based on race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, familial status, handicap (disability), age, marital status or sexual orientation. Also, please be advised that
language that indicates preference (i.e. “working professionals,” “single or couple,” “mature...professional,” etc.) is considered to
be discriminatory. To avoid such violations of the Fair Housing Law, it is best to describe the apartment to be rented rather than
the person(s) the advertiser would like to attract. This prohibition against discriminatory advertising applies to single family and
owner-occupied housing that is otherwise exempt from the Fair Housing Act.

Ulster Publishing
English Handyman, mature, friendly, experienced, reliable, educated. Painting,
woodwork, repairs, etc. Also maintenance,
management and pre-sale consultation.
Quick response 917-364-2157.
HANDYALL SERVICES:
*Carpentry,
*Plumbing, *Electrical, *Painting, *Excavating & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. Trees cut.
Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

725

Plumbing,
Heating, AC
& Electric

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.
www.stoneridgeelectric.com

• Standby Generators • LED Lighting
• Service Upgrades

• Landscape Lighting

• Emergency Service • Wiring for Pools
Available
& Spas

Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

e w Emergency Generators r y
LICENSED
331-4227
INSURED

740

Building Services

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals.

Interiors & Remodeling Inc
s
’
d
e
T From Walls to Floors,

.

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal,
Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors
and property managers for 20 years. One
call, it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts.
845-247-7365. GarysHauling.com

We have Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pinescented), pink (rose-scented), red & blue
handicap accessible. (We also have a few w/
sinks). Great for Construction/Building
Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call
845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-7067197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

Ceilings to Doors,
Decks, Siding,
Additions & More

Reliable, dependable & insured

845-591-8812

tedsinteriors@gmail.com
HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry,
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting,
Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small
jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates.
References available. (845)616-7470.

760

Gardening/
Landscaping

Paramount
Earthworks

Landscaping & Excavation
Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,
Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.
Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

William (845) 401-6637

950
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Animals

Look who’s being cared for at Saugerties
Animal Shelter! We have such loving
adult cats & kittens just waiting to become
part of your family. MORE: 1-2 yr old
marble tiger cat boy. He was found as a
stray. More is super sweet! Remember: 2
kittens aren’t twice as much fun as 1 kitten; they’re 10 times the fun! Also- They’ll
always have each other as company. Andyou will receive twice the love! If you’re
interested in adopting a kitten, this is a
perfect time to meet the adorable, lively
kittens at Saugerties Animal Shelter. Kitten season is almost all year long!! Teenage kittens are between 10-14 months old.
That time-frame can vary as each kitten is
an individual. These are the DOGS at Saugerties Animal Shelter. Please come meet
them & see who could be your new love.
MOLLY: super sweet, spayed, 7-year old
Pittie Lab girl. She’s good w/larger dogs
but no cats, please. Molly’s tail never stops
wagging! LILY: sweet & shy, tan & white,
4-year old brindle Pittie mix girl who
needs a quiet home. Since we care about
everyone’s safety, especially during this
health crisis, the shelter is open by appointment only. Appointments are available for Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Please call 845-679-0339 to
make an appointment to meet your new
love! Saugerties Animal Shelter - 1765 NY212, Saugerties, NY 12477. (SAS is located
behind the transfer station.)

We’ll get through
this together
BlueWave has partnered with the Food Bank of the
Hudson Valley to support their COVID-19 response.
And when you sign up for community solar we’ll
donate an additional $150 on your behalf. Learn
more and sign up at:

start.bluewavesolar.com/foodbank

960
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Pet Care

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT?
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or outbuilding? Would you like to consider having
feral cats? You can help cats in need who
will help keep your barn, etc. free of rodents.
The cats will be neutered/spayed and up to
date w/shots. Please call the Woodstock
Feral Cat Project at 347-258-2725.

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits
for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392
LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

Check us out
on Facebook!

999

Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks regardless of condition. Junk cars removed.
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

