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News notes
Region| libraries

May virtual events roundup: Libraries
Seeking new sources of distance learning or entertaining activities for your kids or
yourself, to make this extended lockdown period more palatable and productive? Local libraries are a great place to look. Even before
the COVID-19 crisis, more and more of them
were beginning to offer cardholders free links
to online continuing education classes, as well
as downloadable e-books and audiobooks and
streaming services for movies. Most of them
offer Mango Language Learning, for instance,
if you’d like to learn a language. Check into the
websites of New Paltz’s Elting Memorial Library at www.eltinglibrary.org, the Kingston
Library at www.kingstonlibrary.org/digitalservices or the Saugerties Public Library at
http://saugertiespubliclibrary.org and browse
through a wonderland of free learning opportunities like these.
In addition to these year-round basics, since
the pandemic hit, a number of local libraries
have instituted extra remote programming opportunities to substitute for the live events that
they’ve been forced to cancel. Most require
preregistration, either on the library website,
on their Facebook pages or via e-mail to the instructor. Here’s a peek at what several of them
have added to their virtual calendars for the
month of May:

DION OGUST

The Highland Public Library.

Highland Public Library (https://highlandlibrary.org)
Computer Time with John Zaoutis, Tuesdays, May 12, 19, 26; 3
p.m., Saturdays, May 9, 16, 23, 30; 9:30 a.m., one-on-one sessions;
Virtual Story Time with Miss Holly, Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 20, 27; 12
noon, Preschool to age 5; Highland Happy Hour, Wednesdays; 6 p.m.,
May 6: Movies & TV; May 13: Book Chat, May 20: Craft Chat, May 27:
Cooking Chat; Virtual Family Programs, Saturdays, 1 p.m., May 9: Virtual Family Craft: Plant Art!, May 16: Virtual Family Bingo, May 23:
Virtual Lego Challenge, May 30: Virtual Family Trivia
Gardiner Library (www.gardinerlibrary.org)
Virtual Story Time with Miss Amy, Tuesdays, May 12, 19, 26; 10
a.m.; Virtual Italian Conversational Class with Dr. Ornella Mazzuca,
Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 20, 27; 5:30 p.m.; Virtual Writing Workshop
in Prose: Fiction or Memoir with Laurence Carr, Wednesdays, May 6,
13, 20, 27; 7 p.m., $50/four sessions, $20/single drop-in session; Virtual Healthy Living for Your Brain and Body: Tips from the Latest Research, Wednesday, May 13; 2 p.m.; Virtual Collage and Sip Class with
Amy Cote, Thursday, May 7, 14, 21, 28; 7 p.m.; Virtual Teen Advisory
Meeting, Sunday, May 17; 1:30 p.m.; Virtual Writing Workshop: Witness to History with Carol Bergman, Monday, May 18; 7 p.m.; Song-

Saugerties School Board candidate
applications due May 11
Governor Andrew Cuomo has announced that
the New York State school budget vote and election will take place on June 9, 2020 with absentee
ballots only. School board candidate applications
in the form of an email or letter of intent to run as
a board member must be received in the superintendent’s office by May 11 at 5 p.m.
Petition signatures are not necessary for this
year.
To qualify for membership on the school board
an individual:
• Must be able to read and write.
• Must be a qualified voter of the district; i.e.,
a citizen of the United States, at least 18 years or
older and not a convicted felon or adjudged an incompetent.
• Must be and have been a resident of the district for at least one year prior to the election, but
need not be a taxpayer.
• May not have been removed from any school
district office within the preceding one year.
• May not reside with another member of the
same school board as a member of the same fam-

writer Circle: Hudson Valley Music Collective, Wednesday. May 20;
6:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation; Free Math Tutoring with Misha
Fredericks, Thursday, May 21; 3:30 p.m.; Virtual Class: Creating Online Courses: A Road Map with Jennifer Thayer, Saturday, May 23;
9 a.m.; Virtual Webinar: Medicare 101 with Jim Farnham, Thursday,
May 28; 6 p.m.

Rosendale Library (https://rosendalelibrary.org)
Job Resource Workshop, Monday, May 11; 11 a.m., with library
director Katie Scott-Childress; Introducing the Theremin with Carl
Welden,Wednesday, May 13, 7 p.m., On Facebook Live: www.facebook.
com/rosendalelibrary; Story Hour with Miss Annie, Thursdays; 10
a.m., On Facebook Live: www.facebook.com/rosendalelibrary
Woodstock Library
(www.woodstock.org, www.facebook.com/woodstocklibrary)
Virtual Kids’ Yoga with Hari Prakaash, Wednesdays, May 6, 13,
Monday, May 11; 10:30 a.m., Via Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/696524580;
Qi Gong with Paul Blum, Wednesdays, May 6, 13; 6 p.m., Preregister
by e-mailing paulbloomck@gmail.com; Story Time via Zoom! with
Miranda, Wednesdays, May 6, 13; 11:30 a.m., To register, e-mail director@catskillmountainmusictogether.com
— Frances Marion Platt

ily.
• May not be a current employee of the school
board.
• May not simultaneously hold another incompatible public office.

What
projects
are you
planning?

The three seats to be filled in the June 9 Saugerties School Board election, which are for threeyear terms, are currently held by Krista Barringer,
Damion Ferraro, and Susan Gage.

Mr. K's
Painting & Remodeling

@mrksremodel

(518)-291-8322
mrkspainting@gmail.com

Bath & Kitchen
Sagging Floors
Interior/Exterior
Painting
Wall Repair
Presale
Consultation
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pumps and what you need to know about geothermal systems.
The featured speakers were: Hugo Jule, energy
efficiency specialist and DIY green homeowner;
Derek Koundakjian, Northeast Energy Efficiency
Partnership; and Tom Kacandes, Vermont Energy
Investment Corporation. Saugerties residents Stephen Shafer and Virginia Luppino shared their
experience as homeowners who have heat pumps
installed in their home.
The webinar will be available at http://www.climatesmartsaugerties.org/resources.shtml.

Stone Ridge | Earth day

Kingston roundtable program
KingstonCitizens.org will launch a new weekly
program “What’s the Process” on Sundays at 5
p.m. The program will be recorded and broadcast
each week and will tackle local topics with a range
of guests.
Co-hosts include Rebecca Martin, Dr. Lynn Eckert, and urban planner Jennifer Schwartz Berky.
The three women bring a combined 60 years of
experience in municipal, county, state and federal
government procedure and process.
“I don’t think there has ever been a more important moment, at least in my lifetime, to have a
place for discussion of local issues and their processes as well as to provide opportunities for different points of view,” said Martin. “With many of
our local papers struggling to stay afloat, our regular program can provide insights and nuances so
community members can understand how to be
effective in their civic engagement efforts. “What’s
the process?” or “Where are we in the process?”
are questions that I would like every community
member in Ulster County to grow accustomed
to asking their elected and appointed officials. I
think we can help with that.”

Maitreya Motel, co-captain of the Ecochallenge team from High Meadow School.

Earth Day Ecochallenge
The Ecochallenge team from
High Meadow School in Stone Ridge
won plaudits for its 30-day environmental and social engagement virtual program in April 1-30. Over 800
teams from across the United States
participated.
Eighth graders from High Meadow’s
class of 2020 created the team. The
captains were Emily Andrews, Georgia Amenoff, Maitreya Motel and Paulotta DeChiara-Saffer. They recruited
teammates who all chose actions that
were practiced one-time or daily. The
activities were from categories including wildlife, freshwater, oceans,
people, food, climate and forests. The
team had 66 members
Co-captain Motel is going to use the
energy and what she learned in the
Ecochallenge to help her stay motivated for the upcoming presidential
election, “I think that this work is vital because if politicians don’t help us,
we’re not going to sit idly by,” she said.
“Wwe’re going to help ourselves. And
help elect some better politicians.”

N TA I N P I Z Z

Art show is moving online
The art exhibit featuring local and area artists’ depictions of historic architecture and iconic
landscapes, held at Elting Memorial Library in
New Paltz for the past five years, is moving to an
online platform. Submissions will be shared on
the Village Historic Preservation Commission’s
and Elting Memorial Library’s Facebook pages
and subsequently will be uploaded to the HPC’s
digital archives.
Images can be emailed to kamilla.nagy@gmail.
com, along with the name and contact information of the artist, title medium and size of each
artwork.
Artists may submit up to three pieces in each of
these categories: painting, drawing/mixed media,
photography. The deadline for submissions is May
30. For information, please contact exhibit coordinator Kamilla Nagy.
Remote tutoring available
The New Paltz youth program has been operatEmily Andrews, co-captain of the Ecochallenge
team from High Meadow School.

sil Fuels” and was co-sponsored by the Saugerties
Climate Smart Task Force and Sustainable Hudson Valley.
Topics included: Getting your building ready
for heat pumps, understanding air source heat

• Basement Waterproofing
• Crawl Space Repairs
• Dehumidification
• Structural Repair
• Mold Remediation

Call John: 845-551-1998
I’m The Guy To Keep You Dry

ACCENT GIVING BACK CAMPAIGN FOR 2020!
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We have always been committed to helping the community that has helped us grow as a business and this year
we are ramping things up a bit. For every new insurance policy that we write throughout the year, WE WILL
DONATE 5% of the commission to one of three local charities OF THE CLIENT’S CHOICE!
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Saugerties Climate Smart Task Force
co-sponsors virtual event
Sixty-five Hudson Valley residents signed up to
attend a virtual Zoom informational webinar on
April 30. The title of the webinar was “Get off Fos-
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FAMILY OF NEW PALTZ

Open Daily for All-Day
Pick up & Delivery

Assistance with emergency food,
counseling, clothing, household items
and area resources

MENTOR ME OF ULSTER COUNTY
Matching at-risk youth to
inspiring mentors

ASCENSION HOLY TRINITY
FOOD PANTRY HIGHLAND

Providing neighbors with safe,
nutritious food

Full Menu Available • Gourmet Pizza • Appetizers • Italian Entrees
Burgers & Subs • Soups & Salads • Gluten Free & Vegan Options
Craft Beer–To–Go: Mix & Match Bottles & Cans, 6-Packs, 15-Packs
Wine–To–Go: La Monica Montepulciano and Raiz Sauvignon Blanc

Call to Order 845-679-7969
Catskillmountainpizza.com
51 Mill Hill Rd • Woodstock

Love Pizza?
Follow us!

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 • Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com
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Woodstock | place

Brunel sculpture garden
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ing a tutoring program for the past 26 years. The
Youth Center. has contacted a list of professional
tutors who would like to continue tutoring young
people remotely. The Center can adapt to whatever
the needs are and whichever method is preferred,
whether it be FaceTime, Zoom, Google Hangout
or something else. For additional information call
255-5410 or email newpaltzyp@gmail.com.

Marbletown advances climate smartness
Marbletown has completed the steps required
for certification as a Climate Smart Community
(CSC). Marbletown joined 13 other New York
communities achieving similar advancements in
certification.
Each participating community must pass a
pledge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
put together a climate action task force that includes both municipal and citizen representatives.
Then the work begins, with the community taking
specific actions at the local level to combat climate
change.
Communities are then awarded points towards
certification based upon the actions selected. This
is no small feat, since completing the steps required for certification requires years of concerted
effort on many different projects and the documentation of these actions in and of itself requires
hundreds of hours of work.
Cabin-after-garden-reno.

Natache.

The Friends of Brunel Park announce the opening of the Brunel Sculpture Garden for the 2020 season on Sunday, May 10.
The site is designed to guide visitors on an experience of the garden and enable local
residents to get involved in re-imagining this historic landmark as a community cultural
center. The new site helps visitors plan their experience by providing a new self-guided tour
of the statuary, information on upcoming events featuring local talent and opportunities for
volunteer work. The garden also announces an artist-in-residency program with an online
application.

Neighbors showing compassion
Help Your Neighbors 2020, the New Paltz Community Foundation, Inc. (NPCF) meal voucher
program, has been in operation since April 6. At
this point, more than 150 vouchers have been
given to people in need. Initially, the program was
funded with money from the NPCF treasury and
donations from board members, but since that
time NPCF has received over 60 donations.
Help Your Neighbors 2020 will be operating for
as long as the emergency continues and there are
sufficient donations to sustain it. If you have questions about the program, visit newpaltzfoundation.org, the NPCF Facebook page or contact Eileen Gulbrandsen Glenn by email at sande2930@
aol.com or call her at 256-1945.

SUNY New Paltz | remote learning

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro,
Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,
West Park, Esopus & Kingston
• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial,
cremation and memorial services
• Pre-arrangement counseling

Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents
who have relocated
• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

Student teacher Krysten Masztal of Catskill, works on word and letter recognition
remotely with Noah Oles, age 5, at his home in Gardiner.

Remote student teaching
As school districts throughout the Hudson Valley adjust to a new normal of
remote learning, students from the SUNY New Paltz School of Education have stepped up
to ensure that learning continues for the region. Through fieldwork, online tutoring and
enrichment, innovative student teachers are helping schools and organizations find their
way through the unprecedented educational changes resulting from the pandemic.
“With almost all activities moving to the virtual space our students, with faculty guidance,
have quickly come up with creative learning exercises that are aligned with our commitment to making effective use of technology in the delivery of instruction,” said dean Michael
Rosenberg. “Our educator preparation programs are by nature clinically rich and we have
adapted quickly our field-based preparation methods to meet the needs of our students, as
well as local teachers, families and learners.”
“We have been so lucky to have about two-thirds of our cohort be able to continue working with cooperating teachers,” said coordinator Heather Finn. “These teachers are always
extremely supportive of our students and we are so grateful for our relationships with them.”

John Beck
VICE PRESIDENT

Licensed Funeral
Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

Anita Torsone
Freer
PRESIDENT

Licensed Funeral
Director

James Childs
Jr.
Licensed Funeral
Director

Granddaughter of the Founder

A former Elting Family Home

38 Main Street
Highland,
New York
(845) 691-2281

www.TorsoneMemorial.com
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School daze
With schools closed for
rest of school year, local
districts plan for the future
By Crispin Kott

G

overnor Andrew Cuomo announced on Friday, May 1 that
schools across New York State
would remain closed for the remainder of the 2019-20 academic
year in an effort to continue flattening the COVID-19 curve. Students in grades
K-12 across the Hudson Valley, like those elsewhere in New York, will finish out the school year
by remote learning from home, as they’ve spent
the past several weeks.
The New York State United Teachers union
(NYSUT) released a statement supporting the
move, pledging to continue their work to help prepare for an eventual reopening of schools.
“We have said all along that the health and safety of students and educators must be the primary
concern during this crisis,” said union president
Andy Pallotta. “Keeping school buildings and colleges closed for the rest of this academic year is
the smart choice.”
Pallotta said the teachers would work with Regents chancellor Betty Rosa and state education
and health officials on planning a safe and gradual
re-opening. The union will continue advocating
that summer-school programming should be voluntary, he added, “with decisions on what is right
for students made at the local level.”
Local superintendents also addressed Cuomo’s
decision.
Kirk Reinhardt, superintendent in the Saugerties Central School District, said school officials already knew keeping schools closed through
the rest of the academic year was a possibility.
“We had planned to continue remote learning for
the rest of the year if needed. Principals and
teachers have been meeting regularly -remotely -- to discuss EOY assessments, grading
procedures, etc.” he said. “I believe the families,
students and staff have worked very hard to make
the adjustment to continue new learning and reduce regression. We sent out a survey last week
and had excellent participation. The community
and students have been amazing. Our staff has
made numerous adjustments in delivery and platforms to help inform and engage our students.”
While the move was expected, that didn’t mean
it wasn’t disappointing,” Kingston superintendent
Dr. Paul Padalino said.
“We knew the difficulties in opening before the
end of the school year,” Padalino said. “But just
like everybody else, people who want to get out
of the house and people who want to get back to
work, there was just that glimmer of hope that
maybe something would happen and we’d be able
to come back. And we’re disappointed for the students who are home.”
Victoria McLaren, superintendent of the Onteora Central School District, said school officials have
been working all along with the understanding that
reopening this school year might not be possible.
“We have been actively instructing remotely for
over a month and we anticipated that this closure
was likely to be extended,” she said. “During this
time, we have been providing devices to families
that do not have devices at home to allow their
children to connect and have held four separate
distributions. Our plan is to continue with our
instruction and continue to support our students
and their families with academics, as well as with
meals for those in need. Our students also have
access to counselors for social emotional support.
We understand that this is a difficult time for families, and children experience trauma in many different ways and often need help to process what is
happening.”
McLaren said that remote learning has been a
success in Onteora because students and educators are dedicated to making it work.

DION OGUST

Mt. Marion Elementary School in Saugerties will remain closed through the end of the school year.
“I could not be more impressed with and proud
of our faculty and students,” she said. “The remote
learning has been incredible and our students and
faculty are all working hard and continuing to
achieve. We have had a high level of engagement
and our families have been incredibly supportive.”
McLaren added that the district isn’t just there for
its students and families in an educational capacity.
“I want to stress that any family that is having
difficulty should communicate with their teacher
and principal,” McLaren said. “We understand
that every family has their own circumstance to
deal with and our students need our support and
empathy. Our faculty has been incredibly creative

in the ways that they deliver instruction and we
have received overwhelmingly positive feedback
from families. We worry about overburdening
families and we strive to be partners with the families in this stressful time.”
New Paltz interim superintendent Bernard
Josefsberg said remote learning, like a standard
educational experience, was a complex matter.
“The remote learning that has taken place over
the past month includes various practices and
approaches, just as was the case with bricks-andmortar schooling,” he said. “I’m sure that any survey of attitudes would include a range of opinions
about how well we have done during an incredibly
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Kingston High School.
stressful time for all of us.”

What about graduation?
While students in all grades have been impacted,
seniors are wrapping up their time in high school
under extraordinary circumstances. Freshman local state senators Jen Metzger and James Skoufis
released a joint statement on Friday asking the
New York State Education Department and the
New York State Board of Regents to provide guidance for alternatives to traditional graduation ceremonies to school districts.
“Graduating from high school is a major milestone in the life of a young person, and our highschool seniors deserve to be honored whatever the
circumstances come graduation day,” said Metzger.
“As with so many other challenges during this pandemic, we have to plan ahead and get creative.”
“This virus has taken so much from so many:
loved ones, jobs, health, time and the ability to
celebrate together,” said Skoufis. “We must be innovative in developing ways for our community
to continue moving forward with traditions that
are safe and still allow us to recognize important
milestones. These students have worked so hard
and I hope we can work together with the state to
find a solution to honor them.”
Padalino said Kingston considered postponing
commencement a couple of months, but that option was determined to be impractical for a variety
of reasons. “I would love to say we’re going to have
it in August, with whole pomp and circumstance
at Dietz Stadium,” he said. “But I can’t guarantee
that. Is it going to be okay on August 15 to put 550
students shoulder-to-shoulder and 4000 family
members and community members at Dietz Stadium? I doubt that. I wish we could, though.”
A survey to get the thoughts of the members of
the Class of 2020 was in the works. “It’s depressing for the class of 2020, but it’s also depressing
for the teachers of those seniors who have seen
those kids grow,” Padalino said. “I always said it
takes 13 years for our teachers to earn their paycheck, and that paycheck is when the kids walk
across that stage at graduation. To be denied that
at the student level and the school system level,
it’s hard .…They’ll graduate in the definition of
the word, but they’re not going to have that ceremony. But we’re going to figure something out.
I don’t think we have to do anything to make it
memorable, but we have to do something to make
it memorable in a positive way.”
Making it memorable
Other superintendents too were looking at how
to honor the Class of 2020.
Interim superintendent Josefsberg said that
plans were under way in New Paltz to honor this
year’s graduating seniors. “The NPHS Class of ’20
deserves to be celebrated and honored,” explained
Josefsberg. “How we do so needs to suit the moment. The high school PTSA, NPHS senior class
advisors and officers, high-school administrators
and other community members are working to
make it memorable.”
Onteora seniors will also see the end of their

high-school careers acknowledged in a non-traditional, but hopefully memorable way. “Our highschool administration and faculty has been working on a plan for graduation with our senior class,”
disclosed superintendent McLaren. “The details
will be coming out soon. We know that all of our
students are missing out on so many activities, but
seniors are definitely missing out on some of the
most important milestones of their educational
experience. We will do everything we can to provide them with something special to honor their
hard work and achievements.”
As a former high school principal, June is the
most exciting and stressful month of the year,”
said Reinhardt. “There is no greater sense of pride
than when a student comes to your office with an
acceptance letter when they are accepted into the
college of their choice or when you finally know
that a student is the first in their family to graduate
high school. We have already started to have conversations about what graduation may look like. I
am sure we will be getting guidance from NYSED
and CDC. The staff, families and the community have already been reaching out offering to help.
The Saugerties (Central School) District will make
sure we acknowledged the amazing hard work and
accomplishment of the Class of 2020.”

The school experience
While students were receiving a good education
via remote learning, Padalino said, they’re missing
out on many other aspects of the school experience.
“School is a lot more than just curriculum,” he
said. “School is socialization. School is activities.
School is friends. School is all those things that
our students aren’t getting right now. School is
guidance from caring adults. And it’s also mentalhealth services, things students need that they’re
not getting right now.”
Padalino was prepared to make the best he could
out of the situation. ”And I guess we have to take
that disappointment and figure out how we can do
better to make sure we’re getting kids everything
they need to the best of our ability,” he said.
Social distancing
With the 2019-20 school year officially on track
to be completed remotely, state officials and educators are looking ahead. Even before students
are due to return to class in September, there’s the
matter of summer school. Cuomo on Friday said
he will make a decision about summer school in
late May. And while some may believe summer
school is primarily a small group of kids earning
credits, Padalino said it’s much more than that in
Kingston, a district with around 7000 students.
“Our summer school here is pretty extensive,” he
said. “We have probably close to a thousand students on campus in Kingston during the summer.
We have our elementary enrichment program,
special education programs, regular summer
school for students who need to improve their
grades. We have bridge programs for kids going
from 8th grade to 9th grade, and kindergarten
programs for students coming into kindergarten. We have kids doing things all summer long,
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and those are things we put in place to make sure
September comes out the way we want it to and
the way students need it to. To have that not there
would make September even more challenging.”
There is also the issue of how school will look
when the 2020-21 school year begins in September, with many believing it’s unlikely there will be
a complete return to normalcy by then. On Friday,
Cuomo said local school districts need to have a
plan in place to keep students and staff safe.
“We want schools now to start developing a plan
to reopen,” Cuomo said. “The plan has to have protocols in place that incorporate everything that we
are now doing in society and everything that we
learned.”
That includes social distancing.
“As the governor said, many complex questions
around re-opening remain to be answered,” said
interim superintendent Josefsberg. “To cite just
one obvious example, how can social distancing
become a central feature of bricks and mortar
schooling? Planning for re-opening will have to
aim at the several public health and community
scenarios that might be in place four months or
so from now …. Looking forward to re-opening,
it will be important to take the lessons from remote learning and apply them to the re-design of
schooling that is unavoidable.”
Superintendent McLaren said Onteora was
planning for multiple scenarios. It wanted to be
prepared for anything.
“We don’t know what the status of the state will
be at that time and if we need to adhere to social
distancing and other guidelines that are in place
now,” she said. “If we are allowed to reopen, it
will look very different from what we are accustomed to in terms of a normal school day. As the
governor said during his press conference today, it
will be incredibly difficult to adhere to social distancing with elementary school children, during
lunch, passing in the hallways and while participating in sports.”
She provided an example. “We may need to take
the temperature of everyone that enters the building, both staff and students,” she said. “That in
and of itself could be a difficult and time-consuming task to add to the school day. No matter what,
though, we will work to provide our students with
the best possible education we can in this unprecedented situation.”
Padalino said Kingston began considering three
different scenarios for opening around two weeks
ago: A May 15 opening, a June 1 opening and a
September 7 opening. He said that his conference table is currently covered in blueprints for all
school buildings to determine the available space,
and what that might mean if students are forced
to adhere to social distancing.
“I wouldn’t say we’ve got a plan in place yet,”
Padalino said. “We’re out there on the market
right now trying to buy masks, trying to buy thermometers, gloves, cleaning supplies for our maintenance people.”
The district has been calculating what it would
take to go from cleaning buildings once a day to
multiple times each day, and how the Kingston
High School cafeteria could adapt from its regular practice of serving 500 students at once. Outdoor dining and using half the Kate Walton Field
House as a cafeteria are options that are on the
table. “There are huge challenges to this,” Padalino said.
Saugerties is also looking ahead.
“We had our first re-opening meeting this past
week to form a re-opening task force,” said Reinhardt. “We discussed many different scenarios
for re-opening our schools. Our first priority is
finishing the school year in a strong and positive
manner. Our next priority is a plan for summer
school, and then based on the NYSED and CDC,
the 2020-2021 academic school year.”
Highland superintendent Thomas Bongiovi
could not be reached for comment.
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Dead souls
Ulster County economy
stumbles toward a restart
by Geddy Sveikauskas

T

he dead in eleven of 13 Ulster
County nursing homes are dead, all
right. When they’re officially counted,
their numbers will be added to the
Ulster County total Covid 19 fatalities, 44 as of this Tuesday. They just
haven’t been all counted yet. They’re the undead
waiting to become dead.
Of all Ulster County nursing homes, only those
deceased from the virus at Ten Broeck Commons
and Wingate at Ulster in Lloyd have been tested
so far and included in the county data. New York
State that this week it will be providing kits to
test residents and staff at all the nursing homes
in Ulster County. County executive Pat Ryan on
Monday applauded the state support. On Tuesday
afternoon, Ryan announced that testing will take
place this week at a third
Ulster County nursing home, and that tests will
be conducted at all of them by the end of May.
The exclusion from the county data of a considerable number of nursing-home Covid 19 deaths
has been difficult for the public to understand.
Perhaps that was one of the reasons that Ulster
County government decided to focus its efforts to
publicizing not the rising number of positive cases
but the falling number of hospital beds occupied
by novo coronavirus cases.
If you don’t like how people are interpreting the
results, just change the game. That’s what Ulster
County seemed to do this Monday when without
notice it made this major revision in its calculations. Ulster County’s town-by-town statistics
now counted “active cases” instead of “positive
cases.” There were 1401 positive cases on Sunday
and 735 active cases on Monday.
That day, I called deputy county executive Dan
Torres, who handles media matters at the county
executive’s office, a couple of times. He didn’t call
me back. Colleagues at HV1 asked him what had
prompted the change. “We are currently looking
at new ways to help residents better understand
where we are,” was the reply.
Then poof! Monday’s new counting method was
gone by Tuesday, as silently as it had arrived. The
Tuesday numbers showed 193 new negatives since
Sunday and only 15 new positives. Two fatalities
had been reported on Monday and none on Tuesday.
A change in counting method was defensible, though it could easily have been accompanied
by a period of overlap with the old system. The
positive cases included everybody who had tested
positive for the virus, regardless of whether they
might have recovered from it or might have died
from it. As the pandemic evolved, the number
could only go up. People who watched it rise day
after day got scared. It was common sense that
they would feel more comfortable with a number
that was falling instead.
And that’s what they got, if only for a single day.
Adding the newly infected while deducting the
number of recovered and dead souls (except for
those who had died at the eleven as-yet uncounted
nursing homes) from the total, officials were able
to come up with a number that would be expected
first to flatten and then to decrease: exactly what
is now occurring.
It is happening, though it has not yet for the
length of time that state health standards require..
The positive case count on April 28 was 1309.
Twenty-four residents were reported to have died
from the virus, and 370 had recovered. The number of active cases, 1309 minus 394, was 915.
By a week later, this Monday, May 4, the positive
count had increased to around 1410. Forty-four
persons were reported deceased and 578 had recovered. The number of active cases had decreased
to somewhere around 798 (Because there’s delay
in assigning positives to particular municipalities,

the county data lags by a day or two).
There seemed to have been visible progress. The
pandemic was losing ground. Public-health safety
measures were having their intended effect.
Of course, that’s not the whole story. The local
health authorities seem to have an incomplete idea
of how many actual Covid 19 fatalities there have
been, and how many may have been attributed to
complications such as strokes, respiratory infections and organ failures. Perhaps because of fears
that healthcare facilities will get overwhelmed by
the pandemic, those seeking help are generally
told to stay home unless their symptoms require
hospitalization. And the needs of the most vulnerable populations – the aged, the asthmatic, the incarcerated, the homeless and the first responders
– take a back seat in an overworked system that in
a crisis seems to respond best only to emergency.
Ulster County testing take place at three designated locations: TechCity, a HealthAlliance parking lot on Grand Street in Midtown Kingston, and
Ellenville Regional Hospital. The customers are to
a degree self-selected and unrepresentative of the
county population as a whole.
No good deed goes unpunished.
“Ulster Covid deaths nearly double from a week
ago” was the Daily Freeman headline to the story
on Monday. And indeed “bringing the total number of county residents to die from the virus to 44,
nearly double the 24 deaths the county had seen
only a week earlier,” was true.
The total number of deaths, certainly the bottom line in social statistics, had increased 83 percent in a week. And it’s of little solace to point out
to the bereaved that deaths are a lagging indicator.
In a pandemic, the number of newly infected peo-

ple fall first, then the number of hospitalizations
fall, and finally the number of deaths fall. New
cases have been declining in Ulster County. Hospitalizations have been dropping for over a week.
As the article correctly stated, the majority of
the most recent week’s deaths were in nursing
homes. That was an ominous sign. The Ulster
County death toll could well surpass 100 before
this viral wave is over.
Recovery will come next, and if Pat Ryan’s playbook is followed it will be followed by reopening
and realignment of the county economy. “As we
continue to battle the public-health risks of Covid
19,” said Ryan last week in a press release, “we must
also move aggressively with all the tools at our disposal to ensure we are ready to safely reopen our
businesses and get our economy going again.”
That’s the plan.
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We are grateful to be open during this unprecedented time and help provide groceries to our community.
We thank our dedicated staff who help make this happen. We will get through this difficult time together.
The Ferrante Family
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Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan at Maria's Bazaar in Woodstock, helping deliver meals through Project Resilience.

Food project shifts gears
Project Resilience will focus
on grocery deliveries
By Christina Coulter

P

roject Resilience, the Ulster
County-led initiative that has tapped
over 150 restaurants to mass-produce
hot meals for residents impacted by
COVID-19, is shifting from restaurant meals to grocery deliveries. The
program, under way since the beginning of March,
plans to halt restaurant deliveries on May 16.
“We have already done 20,000 meals worth of
groceries on top of the 100,000 hot meals,” said
assistant deputy county executive Dan Torres on

Direct Cremation Available
Starting at $1800

plus $340 crematory fee

Call or visit for further details
481 Gidney Ave., Newburgh, NY 12550
845.561.8300

www.brooksfh.com

May 5. “Additionally, we are helping some residents get services they now qualify for.”
The two-million-dollar food supply cause has
been funded primarily through donations from
approximately 1000 individuals. United Way has
raised over $180,000, Central Hudson $25,000.
The Dyson Foundation has donated $20,000 and
AT&T $10,000. The Ulster Savings Charitable
Foundation has pledged another $10,000. Local organizations including the Kingston Junior
League, the Trinity Episcopal Church and the
Ulster County Italian American Foundation have

also chipped in.
“Serving our 100,000th meal is a major milestone for Project Resilience. In just seven weeks,
we have shown what the wave of good will from
across our county can do,” county executive Pat
Ryan said. “This initiative has highlighted not
just the resilience of our community, but also our
compassion and generosity. After seeing our community step up and respond in this way, I’m fully
confident that we can and will emerge from this
crisis even stronger than we were before.”
The project has sustained many who have lost

Douglas F. Chance
Douglas F. Chance of Ulster County died just shy of his 76th birthday early
Thursday morning, April 30, 2020 at Ten Broeck Commons Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. Born June 7, 1944 in Mount Vernon, he was the son of
Frederick and Ida Eugenia Douglas Chance and the brother of Eugenia Chance
Greene and Margot Chance Sokolsky. During his early childhood they lived
in New Rochelle, but when Fred’s fortunes as a commercial artist improved
in the late 1940s, they moved to New Canaan, Connecticut where they lived
throughout the 1950s and early 60s. Doug was always proud to say that Fred
sold their New Rochelle house to a black couple against the home-owners
association’s wishes. A small act of civil disobedience, but admirable all the
same.
In his later years, Douglas was a lab tech at VAW of America in Ellenville
and a friend of Bill W. for over thirty years, but as a young man he was more
adventurous. He hitchhiked around the country as a teenager, partied in Greenwich Village with Dave VanRonk in the mid 60s and lived in San Francisco
during the Summer of Love. An attendee of The Monterey Pop (67), Woodstock (69+94), and the Summer Jam at Watkins Glen (73) among many concerts and shows, he adored rock-n-roll and music in general and he collected records all his life.
Surviving are his children, Jesse Chance and Katherine Atkinson, his step-daughters Missy Alexander, Lincoln Alexander, Renee Heinlein, Andrea Heinlein and Jamie Rogers, and his grand-children, Jaran d’Elia-Chance and Spencer
Grace Atkinson. He will be missed by all as well as by numerous friends, nephews, nieces, cousins and ex-spouses.
His wife, Carla Petersen Chance lost her battle with cancer in 2016.
When safety allows, a gathering to celebrate his life will be held and will be announced on social media and in the
local newspapers.
Private cremation arrangements are under the guidance of the Joseph V. Leahy Funeral Home, Inc. 27 Smith Avenue,
www.jvleahyfh.com.
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their livelihoods or who have compromised immune systems that prevent them from maintaining their usual dining habits. Just as importantly,
it’s also allowed food businesses to keep their
doors open and employees on staff. The closing
of the restaurants of the state because of the pandemic has had a catastrophic effect on this significant industry. Project Resilience has helped keep
the local food-preparation industry afloat.
“It’s really been a big help for us,” said Michael
Katz, who said his restaurant, Village Pizza in
New Paltz, has made approximately 500 meals
for the cause. “Being able to have those orders at
a time where we [had much fewer] orders coming in has been a blessing .... I feel like across the
board, everybody that I know, friends of mine in
the business that have been participating in the
project have found that it’s wonderful. The project
itself is just terrific, we can help people that really
need it right now, and we also need help. It’s really
twofold and I think everyone appreciates it.”
The participating restaurateurs had to devise meal ideas that could be made in large
quantity and that would keep and reheat well.
Mike Katz settled on preparing a fleet of football-sized sandwiches, made with house-baked
bread. Generally, the sandwiches consist of turkey, ham, American cheese, lettuce, tomato and
mayonnaise and come with a garden salad and
house dressing.
Some restaurants, like Provisions Woodstock,
have gone above and beyond the scope of Project
Resilience. The business has converted their dining space to a food pantry, which provides groceries for about 40 Woodstockers. Charitable meals
were already being cooked and packaged in the
building for the Table of Woodstock. For the two
causes combined causes, co-owner Emily Sherry
estimates that 500 meals are being produced each
week. She and partner Anthony Heaney spend
40 hours per week in the kitchen. Sherry, an immune-compromised cancer survivor, called Project Resilience a lifeline.
“It’s tough, I know other restaurants have the
blessing of being able to have volunteers, but
we’ve had to keep it really really tight,” she said.
“We had to make this very difficult decision to not
serve the public .... We had to look at it and initially we had to say to each other, What’s going to
happen to us?’
Project Resilience has been her business’s sole
source of income for the last six weeks.
The proprietors of Seasoned Delicious, in Saugerties, are known for their homemade hot sauces
and Caribbean cuisine. They’ve had to brainstorm
to ensure that the meals they provide are palatable
for a wide audience of eaters. “Because it’s a lot of
children and older people, we keep it not spicy,”
said Tamika Dunkley. “We’re doing pastas and
chickens and potatoes and mixed vegetables. We
try to appeal to everybody.”
Dunkley estimates that she and her husband
Martin have prepared about 1000 meals for the
project. “There can be a silver lining in this epidemic,” she said. “The community had really been
together and we’ve supported each other. It’s incredible to see.”
Boitson’s Restaurant in Kingston may be the
only restaurant offering vegan options, like Moroccan tajine with couscous and coconut curry
with jasmine rice. Like Provisions, Boitson’s has
partially converted to a grocery set-up, and residents can place orders.
“It feels good to do something for our community,” said owner Maria Philippis. “I’m happy to
keep a few of my staff employed, but it’s a very different type of cooking. We’re used to turning out
150 meals on a
Saturday night, but they’re all different and
there’s a body attached and there’s a flow of the
restaurant. Now we’re almost an assembly line,
we make big quantities of stuff, we compose it together and pack it up and we don’t know where it’s
going to. Sometimes we make up stories about the
people getting the food. We hope it goes to people
that need it.”
The area’s restaurant owners are appreciative.
“Project Resilience has been one of the most rewarding programs we’ve been involved with during this challenging time,” owner Mary Anne Erickson of Bistro-to-Go on Route 28 “Not only has
it helped our business stay afloat, it also gives us a
deep sense of satisfaction to know we are providing delicious, nutritious food to those in need in
our Hudson Valley community. We are honored to
be a part of this program and thank Ulster County
for helping meet the needs of its residents in this

important way.”
To participate, whether as a recipient or a pro-
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vider, in Project Resilience, visit https://covid19.
ulstercountyny.gov/project-resilience/

Gloria J. Toboika
New Paltz - Gloria J. Toboika, 88, of New Paltz passed away on Thursday April 30,
2020 at Vassar Brothers Medical Center in Poughkeepsie.
She was born in Kingston June 17, 1931 a daughter of the late Floyd and Violet
Quick DePuy. She was a lifelong area resident. Gloria was a talented crafts person
and had once owned Simple Pleasures Gift Shop in New Paltz. She enjoyed making
quilts and going to craft fairs. Gloria especially enjoyed fishing and once caught the
largest fish on a fishing party boat ! She was a loving wife, mother and grandmother.
She is survived by her loving husband of 65 years, Ted Toboika, a daughter Dawn
Toboika (Carl) of Rosendale, two sons, Robert Kerrigan (Kim) of Port Ewen, Mark
Toboika of New Paltz, a brother Robert (Bob) DePuy of Lomontville. Also survived
8 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren and her beloved dog Yoda.
Due to the current pandemic visitation will be held privately on Monday at the
George J. Moylan Funeral Home Inc., Rosendale. Her funeral service will be held
privately on Tuesday at the funeral home. Rev. Arlene Dawber will officiate. Interment will be in the New Paltz Rural Cemetery.
The family request memorial donations to the New Paltz Rescue Squad, 74 North
Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY 12561. (www.GJMoylanFuneralHome.com)

Joanne Holz

Joanne (Axtell) Holz, formerly of Chappaqua, N.Y, Old Lyme, and Newtown
CT, passed away on April 28, 2020, due to complications associated with COVID
19 virus. She was born on February 19, 1928 in Saugerties, NY. Joanne was
the daughter of the late Dr. Guy and Electa Axtell and loving wife of the late
Harold Holz. She had a special bond with her three siblings who predeceased
her, Eleanor Sawyer Dolby, Arthur Axtell and Douglas Axtell. Always a caring
and extremely supportive mother to her two children, Gretchen Finnegan
(husband Dana) of Hebron,CT. and Timothy Holz (wife Lisa) of Hopewell
Junction, N.Y. Her 7 grandchildren were the highlight of her life. She was
a loving, adoring, and a very involved “Grandma” to Kyle, Bryan, Sean, Kevin,
Tim, Erika, & Kayla. Also, close to her heart were her nieces, Electa, Janet,
Cathy, & Heather.
Joanne graduated from Saugerties High School and the University of
Pennsylvania. After a career as a dental hygienist and then as a Health Educator
in the Mahopac School System, she married and spent her time focusing on her
family. While raising her children, she enjoyed helping at her church, volunteering in the Twigs Thrift Shop
at Northern Westchester Hospital, as well as taking on various roles in the PTA. She took great pleasure in
traveling with her husband, reading, cooking, singing in a local choir group, and playing bridge, as long as it
wasn’t too competitive. Most of all, her greatest enjoyment was spending time with her family.
A private family graveside service will be held at Blue Mountain Cemetery in Saugerties, N.Y., on May 8, 2020.
Arrangements are under the direction of Buono Funeral Service, Inc. in Saugerties, NY.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made in Joanne’s name to:
American Heart Association 5 Brookside Dr. Wallingford, CT 06492 or
Newtown Volunteer Ambulance PO Box 344 Newtown, CT 06470
Please offer your condolences for Joanne and her family online at www.BuonoFuneralService.com.

Christopher Hull Lent
Christopher Hull Lent peacefully entered eternal rest with his family by his side
April 16, 2020, at home in Bethesda, MD. He is survived by his beloved wife of
forty years, Mary Ann Hayes, his loving daughter, Elizabeth Hayes Lent of Denver, CO, his brother Ryck Lent, niece Eleanor Lent West, and grand-nephew
Jordan, all of Waltham, MA.
Born in Kingston, NY, on January 29, 1954, Christopher was the son of Richard Waring Lent and Babette Bird Lent, both deceased. Raised in New Paltz,
he attended New Paltz schools through 8th grade, and high school at Tabor
Academy, Marion, MA, graduating in 1972. He attended Hartwick College,
Oneonta, NY, and graduated from Maharishi International University (MIU),
Fairfield, IA, in 1978. He earned a Master’s Degree in Interior Architecture at
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, in 1983.
Christopher began his career as an Interior Architect in Washington, DC, at
Burroughs, Roos, Grierson, followed by positions with Smith Group, Onyx,
IA Interior Architects and IBI Group. He was a member of the International
Facility Management Association (IFMA) (1988-2020) and a Certified Facility Manager (CFM) (2000-2020). He also had a
successful private practice in Residential Design and Renovation.
A skilled potter, Christopher had great appreciation for art and beauty. At Hartwick, he traveled to India for a three-month
study abroad program, studying the ancient textile art, Kalamkari, later importing and exhibiting these textiles in the United
States. Spending family summers on Cape Cod, he had a passion for sailing, twice participating in the Marion-Bermuda Race
(1985 & 1987) with his father, brother and crew aboard his father’s sailboat.
Christopher began Transcendental Meditation in 1972, later becoming a teacher of the technique. While at MIU, an encounter with Father Thomas Keating, a Trappist Monk and pioneer of the Contemplative Movement, at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, MA, inspired his conversion to the Roman Catholic Church and, later, to pursue a vocation as a Third Order Discalced
Carmelite, a religious order within the Catholic Church whose charism is based upon the mystical teachings of contemplative
prayer taught by St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross. He entered Formation at the Discalced Monastery in Washington, DC, taking his Definitive Promise on November 9, 2003. He was a member of the OCDS Community of the Child Jesus
and the Holy Innocents in Emmitsburg, MD, serving as President (2008-2014) and Treasurer (2014-2020).
Christopher had a great devotion to St. Maria Faustina Kowalski’s message of the Divine Mercy of God, and the Holy Face of
Manoppello, which, in May 2014, he visited in Italy during the annual procession of the sacred image throughout the village.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held at the Church of the Little Flower, Bethesda. Interment was at Riverside Cemetery,
Wellesley Island, NY. A Memorial Service will be planned post-pandemic.
Please consider donations to: Pancreatic Cancer Action (www.pancan.org), The Hermits of Our Lady Mount Carmel (www.
eremitaednmc.org), or Mount St. Vincent’s Home (www.msvhome.org).
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West Hurley | community

Taking a spin
West Hurley man appears on Wheel of Fortune
By Nick Henderson

A

West Hurley man hit the
jackpot on his favorite game
show Wheel of Fortune, racking
up $82,050.
In the episode that aired
a couple weeks ago, Michael
Desisto sailed through the hangman-style
game, solving four of the word puzzles and
amassing $32,050 before entering the bonus
round. He then won another $50,000 as his
father Tom, mother Terry, and cousin Stephen cheered.
The show was scheduled to air on WABC in
New York on April 24 but was late because of
the NFL Draft.
Desisto said he applied online last year
to be a contestant and had to submit a oneminute video. “A couple months later I got an
email from Wheel Watchers Club that I got
an audition,” he said.
Desisto participated in a group audition
in New York, where everyone called letters
as they would in the actual game. He had a
written test with puzzles. He was then chosen among others to play mock games and
did a practice interview.
Shortly after, Desisto was thrilled to find
out he’d been chosen to be on the show. The

April 24 episode was part of a Surfin’ Safari
theme week.
He flew out to Los Angeles for the taping
on March 13, which turned out to be just
under the wire. “It was right before the shutdown,” he said. “It was the last day of taping.”
Desisto also won a trip to Antigua, where
he hopes it’s safe to go next April for Autism
Awareness Month.
“My time on the show was amazing,” he
said. “Pat Sajak and Vanna White were amazing.”
Desisto, a SUNY New Paltz graduate, is a
music instructor for Zylofone, an organization that encourages creativity through the
arts for people with special needs. “We work
with seniors and other populations, too,” Desisto explained. “Besides music, we do art,
theater and dancing.”
Desisto is also a delivery driver at Catskill
Mountain Pizza. He is taking a break from
that job to minimize his exposure to Covid
19.
At times, Desisto seemed to make Wheel of
Fortune look easy, though he says it’s not easy
to qualify to become a contestant. What’s his
secret?
“I always picture the category and picture
what would make sense,” he said. “Use the
letterboard. Make sure to not call letters that
were already called.”

CAROL KAELSON

Michael Desisto of West Hurley.
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Olive | Town board

More active than ever

DION OGUST

The Ashokan Reservoir.

Olive learns new habits
by Paul Smart

O

live, one of Ulster County’s
less densely populated townships,
has felt busier than usual during
the recent weeks of lockdown and
social distancing. The new town
supervisor, Jim Sofranko, stepped
into his new role just before the coronavirus crisis hit.
With a 2010 population of 4419, Olive has had 13
reported Covid 19 cases to date. It installed proper
protocols, including reduction of town workspaces by 50 percent, making certain everyone worked
in shifts, and putting signage up reminding town
residents and visitors to maintain six-foot distancing, and wear masks when closer than that
minimum.
“I put a lot of the signs up myself,” Sofranko said.
Olive’s town board decided to keep the parks open
as a release valve for residents. Because it’s home
to most of New York City’s Ashokan Reservoir, the
town has long prided itself on its popular parks in
several hamlets.
“The rail-trail is busy, as is the walkway by the
reservoir,” reported Sofranko in a phone interview
from his town offices this week. “People are walking along roads, It feels more active than ever.”
Town-board meetings have continued on Zoom,
with board members coming to the town offices
in West Shokan to review bills and other financial papers on an individual basis. Members of the
public have signed in to observe and participate,
via a link on the town website. The town planning
board was set to hold a meeting this week, with
the town to follow its April meeting with a May
Zoom event next week.
“The biggest challenge has been getting information out to the public,” Sofranko said. “We need
to do a redesign on our website, but also realize
we’ll be facing serious funding issues moving forward.”
The supervisor noted how he and the board
decided to waive fees at the transfer station.
“We urged everyone to distance, wear gloves and
masks,” he said. “We didn’t expect everyone to
take that time to do spring cleaning. Now we’ve

got a more strict policy again.”
There’s been some tensions over weekenders:
short term rentals, stuff getting sold out at local
stores.“But we’re pretty resilient out here. We’re a
pretty hardy group in Olive.”
He’s followed the difficulties of distance learning through the experience of his wife, a teacher.
He noted the difficulties many faced from lack of
Internet access, and the years Olive’s spent lobbying for better broadband.
Olive is planning for summer reopening of its
pool and rec programs.

There’s worry about dwindling local revenues.
“Everything’s going to be way lower than we anticipated,” Sofranko said. “But we’re also finding
we can keep costs lower.”
Sofranko pointed to the success of Project Resilience in Olive, delivering over 125 meals three
days a week throughout town. He’s been coordinating routes, joining in the deliveries, reveling in
the smiles.
“People are nervous,” he said. “But they’re
also a little hopeful that this too shall pass.”
It will.
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New Paltz | community

Pandemic projections
Village revenue losses, the
real-estate market and
SUNY learning models
by Terence P Ward

L

ike decision-makers at other levels of governments, New Paltz village
officials are worried. Very worried.
They are anticipating that revenues for
the fiscal 2020-21 year may fall short
by $2.2 million as a result of pandemicrelated shutdowns.
Trustees approved a $6.8-million village budget
in March that included no increase in property
taxes, water or sewer rates. It was already understood at that time that the economic impacts of
governor Andrew Cuomo shutting down non-essential services would be far-reaching. But trustees opted to adopt the budget as a pre-pandemic
baseline rather than attempt to forecast the future.
Now, the data is coming in, and the atmosphere
has darkened considerably.
Using a survey offered through several municipal support groups, mayor Tim Rogers, village
treasurer Nancy Branco, and other staff members
have made estimates of various revenue streams.
They
projected
a
doomsday
scenario.
Foe starters, they expect that property-tax payments will be off by a third. Landlords, who often
depend on rent to cover taxes as well as their own
borrowing,, have seen their incomes languish.
Fees for planning applications and zoning appeals
are projected to drop by half. Building permits and
safety inspections are also expected to be reduced
by half. Water and sewer use has fallen a third, as
many students have left the area to continue their
studies remotely.
Former mayor Jason West has described New
Paltz as a factory town. The factory is presently
shuttered.

DION OGUST

Above, New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers; below, SUNY New Paltz President Donald Christian.
Between academic and seasonal tourism, the
village rakes in more than half a million dollars
for parking. That’s expected to be down to just
$2000 for this fiscal year. Taxes on the recording
of mortgages and on the transmission of utilities
are affected. The expected reductions in the general fund will result in a loss of some $20,000 in
interest income.
If expenses remain the same and trustees
opt to use the remaining fund balance to pay
them, there’d be a shortfall of an estimated
$700,000. That strategy would leave absolutely nothing left to address contingencies.

The solution? Federal help. “It is truly frightening
that municipalities across the country are facing
similarly difficult prospects,” Rogers wrote. “Local
governments need federal funding.”

The local real-estate market
How will life after lockdown impact the local
real estate market? The topic has been coming up
during weekly online discussions with Village of
New Paltz business owners. Matt Eyler, brokerowner of the commercial real estate firm New
Paltz Properties, offered his insights based on his
20 years in the business locally.
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Neither rain
nor sleet nor
pandemic...
DION OGUST

An essential worker delivers the mail in downtown New Paltz.
It’s been estimated that 70% of village residents
are renters, and that the proportion of renters in
the remainder of the town is on the rise. Many
people have invested in houses for rent, and Eyler
believes that most of that investment is on borrowed money.
Depending on when and how completely the
college campus is reopened for in-person classes,
many landlords might find themselves needing to
sell as the rental income dries up. That’s a force
that could depress prices.
On the other hand, there is reason to believe
that homes in New Paltz and the entire region
have become more attractive to current New
York City residents. Just as there was an influx of newcomers in the wake of 9/11, the high
rates of coronavirus infection in and around
the Big Apple might inspire a similar push.
Moreover, this would come after many people have
had weeks to master working remotely, meaning
that such moves might not even come with much
of an economic hit for some. Those buyers could
be enough to swallow up the additional supply.
“New Paltz has culture and beauty, and is an
easy fit for a New York City person,” Eyler said.
People seeking single-family homes for their
own use might be in a position to compete with
investors who see them only as cash cows in a college town, particularly if rental demand drops
because education is delivered differently at the
university.
In the short term, Eyler believes, rents on single-family homes may actually increase. When
his family moved to New Paltz 20 years ago, they
chose to rent first to allow themselves time to
decide on a permanent home. He believes others will follow suit, but only for some properties.
“Will they want a place where six strangers share a
bathroom and a kitchen? Probably not.”
In the very short term, landlords and tenants
are heating up their online rhetoric about what
should be expected of whom. Tenants who have
lost income or left the area are trying to avoid paying more rent, but landlords have their own creditors to deal with/

Christian holds fireside chat
SUNY New Paltz president Donald Christian offered an online “fireside chat” last Friday to connect
with people interested in how SUNY New Paltz
is faring during the pandemic. This opportunity
was specifically offered to alumni and local residents and others who aren’t looped into the steady
stream of campus community communications.
Christian appeared beside a fire in the presiden-

tial home. Consistent with this sudden workfrom-home culture, his dog Hans wandered in
and out as his master spoke about plans and answered questions submitted through Facebook
and Instagram.
Some students find it challenging to continue their education while living among family elsewhere. College officials have helped address technology needs, but it’s more difficult to
assist with issues around having the time and
focus to do the work. Christian has heard many
inspirational stories about how people have
worked together and separately to overcome the
challenges of a remote learning environment.
It’s been a massive adjustment for faculty as well
as foe students. There are staff members who need
to get into the office, and that’s being scheduled

| 13

to avoid contact with coworkers. Christian praised
all staff members for managing this unanticipated
transition, mentioning in particular the members
of the counseling department.
Due to social-distance requirements, construction projects have largely come to a halt for the
time being.
Those graduating this year will be afforded a
virtual experience, with the promise of an opportunity to walk the stage next year, or when it’s safe
to gather in numbers again. Nearly a thousand
students have signed up to participate in the virtual event, and 700 of those have already submitted a photograph to be displayed as their name is
read. While it’s not a replacement for a traditional
ceremony, “we wanted some form of acknowledgement here in the spring,” Christian said.
Much of summer teaching is online already.
The number of people registering for those classes
is on par with years past. The biggest question
for New Paltz residents is whether there will be
classes in person again in the fall. Administrators are working on plans for full attendance,
a completely remote experience, and a hybrid
model that reduces the numbers on campus.
There are areas for which remote education is
not possible, such as some laboratory classes.
No matter which model is adopted for the fall,
it’s not clear how enrollment will be affected.
Some people may not feel safe attending a college, no matter the precautions taken. Others may have lost their ability to pay tuition because of the economy. In-person attendance
drives a significant portion of the local economy.
Though Christian hasn’t had a lockdown of luxury, learning skeet-shooting or cultivating a garden; managing the university in absentia has
been a pedal-to-the-metal experience for him.
He said that working from home was exhausting.
His fireside appearance had some moments
of levity. He agreed that he would have a falcon as a pet “in a heartbeat” if it were possible.
Asked whether he’d prefer a fresh-baked cookie or
a warm brownie, he replied, “Why not both?”
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Gardiner | town board

Up a
Lazy River
Gardiner takes steps to shut
reopened campground
by Frances Marion Platt

I

n an emergency virtual meeting on May
1, called in response to Grdiner residents’
alarm over the reopening of Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park™ Camp-Resort at Lazy River,
the town board narrowly passed two motions
intended to shut the campground down until all state campgrounds are reopened later this
month. However, procedural delays built into the
law meant that visitors arriving for opening weekend at Lazy River were not expected to be forced
to vacate before the middle of the following week
at the earliest.
Both motions were proposed by councilwoman
Laura Walls. The first called upon Gardiner code
enforcement officer Andy Lewis to serve a notice
of violation and cease-and-desist order upon the
campground operators as soon as possible, informing them that they were not in compliance
with the town code because they were operating
without a license. Lewis explained that, by law,
the violation had to remedied within five days of
service/ “Then an appearance ticket can be written,” said Lewis. “The town justice has the ability
to enforce the penalty.”
At Lewis’ suggestion, the board also authorized
the supervisor to issue an executive order forbidding commercial campgrounds in the town to
take in guests until such time as all campgrounds
in New York State, including those in state parks,
are reopened – currently scheduled to occur on
May 31.
“The issue at hand isn’t about licensing; it’s
about public safety,” Lewis said. Having such an
executive order in place would enable law-enforcement officers to intervene if the campground
operators refused to comply with the shutdown
order.
The board was sharply divided on the two measures. Majestic and councilman Warren Wiegand
objected to what might be perceived as selectivity of the decision to enforce the licensing requirement, raising the specter of a future lawsuit.
Lazy River is the only commercial campground
currently operating within the town, and previous
town boards have neglected to enforce the licensing provision for many years.
A code chapter forbidding unlicensed trailer
parks was revised in February to substitute the
word “campground” for “travel trailer park or tourist camp,” as part of the culmination of the board’s
long campaign to update language in the code that
hadn’t anticipated modern tourism modes such as
AirBnBs, glamping and couch-surfing.
Majestic expressed reluctance to begin enforcing the newest version of the law, particularly
since 90 days have not yet elapsed since its adoption: the time period within which campground
operators must apply for and obtain a license.
Wiegand called it “capricious” and “inappropriate
at best and cavalier at worst” to do so now, considering that “the old law was never enforced for
almost 20 years.” Both voted against the ceaseand-desist measure.
But Walls argued, “They’re illegally operating. They don’t have protections under the law
at this point.” And councilman Franco Carucci
made the case that it was justified to target Lazy
River because the business has historically “not
been a good corporate citizen …. They know they
can lawyer up and bully us around.” He said that
campground operators had not been returning his
phone calls.
Councilman David Dukler also urged action,
saying, “Just because we haven’t used [the license

law] doesn’t mean we can’t. We have exigent circumstances that justify it. I don’t think it’s an
egregious exercise of power.”
Majestic said that she’d had a “short and sweet”
phone call that morning with a Lazy River official,
informing him that there had been an outcry from
Gardiner residents against reopening the campground for business at this time. She also reported
that she had been seeking an executive order from
county executive Pat Ryan against the reopening.
Ryan’s efforts had been stymied by governor Andrew Cuomo’s decision last week to lift some restrictions on upstate counties.
Majestic added that she had also asked the
state police and county sheriff to monitor enforcement of social-distancing protocols at the

campground. However, Majestic declined to issue an executive order for a campground shutdown as a public-health measure until explicitly instructed to do so by the rest of the board.
Walls abstained from that vote, arguing that Majestic already the authority to take action on the
local level. “I trust you to be as forceful and deliberate as necessary,” she told the supervisor.
By the time the meeting ended late Friday afternoon, Gardiner residents were already noting on
social media the arrival of recreational vehicles at
the campground, and some were urging that the
site be picketed. How long these out-of-town visitors will be able to remain at Lazy River remains
to be seen. Hopes were expressed that it would be
vacated by the second weekend in May.

Update, May 4:
In a follow-up emergency virtual meeting on
Monday, May 4, the Gardiner Town Board voted
unanimously to authorize issuance of a Notice of
Violation letter to Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park™
Camp-Resort at Lazy River as drafted by code
enforcement officer Andy Lewis and revised following review by town attorney Allyson Phillips
of Young/Sommer, LLC. After councilwoman
Laura Walls pointed out that Section 210 of the
Town Code allows the town up to 150 days to consider an application for a campground license,
the board also agreed to authorize the code enforcement officer to use his discretion to allow
a campground operator to operate provisionally
while the license application is still under review,
if he deems the applicant to be in compliance

with pertinent Town Code regulations.
Noting that her executive order declaring a
State of Emergency had just been reviewed by
the attorney, town supervisor Marybeth Majestic stated that she would submit it to the New
York State Department of Health “right away”
following Monday’s meeting. She explained that
before taking effect, any such measure must be
reviewed by the DOH and other state agencies
to ensure that it is not in conflict with any other
executive orders issued by Governor Cuomo pertaining to the COVID-19 emergency. Majestic
projected that she would be informed whether
or not it had been approved “by the end of the
week,” making it feasible that the campground
could be shut down as a public health hazard as
early as this weekend.

ACCIDENT AND INJURY ATTORNEYS

Michael E. Catalinotto • Michael E. Catalinotto, Jr.
Adam T. Mandell

Representing Victims of Accidental Injury or Death
in the Saugerties Community for Over 50 years

CALL TODAY 246-3668

3154 Route 9W, Saugerties NY 12477 • www.maynardinjurylaw.com

Maynard, O’Connor, Smith & Catalinotto, LLP

May 7, 2020
Hudson Valley One

Ulster Publishing

| 15

Kingston | business

Searching for the new normal
Ulster Chamber retools to help
stressed small businesses
through the pandemic
by Frances Marion Platt

W

e’re all painfully aware of
the impacts of the Covid 19
crisis on our own pocketbooks
and worried about how our
families will be able to bounce
back once the enforced hiatus
is over. What might the “new normal” look like?
Many of us are also wondering about the big financial picture. How the economy will ultimately
be affected on a global, national and regional level?
If there’s anyone well-positioned to take the
economic temperature of Ulster County and environs, it’s Ward Todd, former county legislature
chair and president/CEO since 2003 of the Ulster County Regional Chamber of Commerce. The
county’s largest business-advocacy organization,
the chamber has more than 1000 members – most
of them small businesses, and about ten percent of
them not-for-profits. Many of these businesses are
struggling right now, and Todd and his colleagues
at the organization are certainly hearing about it.
“We’ve always been an advocate for small businesses,” Todd avers, noting that the chamber has
been spearheading “Shop Local” campaigns for
years. “We’re best-known for the large attendance
at our monthly breakfasts and mixers, which typically draw 200 to 300 or more. Our members like
the chance to see a lot of other members at once.”
The organization has now been forced to retool
its approach completely, in order to continue providing services to its membership and institute
new methods of assisting local businesses in getting through the pandemic. Todd says the chamber itself was classified as non-essential at first
and expected to shut down. That designation was
overturned three days later when Todd appealed
it to the state.
Like so many other businesses these days, the
Chamber of Commerce has had to go almost entirely virtual, including the monthly breakfasts.
“When Covid hit, the first thing we did was upgrade the website and remove all pictures of people congregating,” Todd said. “In their place, the
first thing we added was a page of resources for
getting through Covid 19. It’s a clearinghouse for
information that’s updated daily.”
Any announcements from government agencies about types of assistance available to hardhit businesses, such as the federal Paycheck Protection Program and Economic Injury Disaster
Loans, are posted on this page (www.ulsterchamber.org/covid-19-resources) immediately upon release, with links, application forms and contact
information.
Also on the website now is a page titled How
Our Members Are Adapting to a Changing Economy (www.ulsterchamber.org/how-our-membersare-adapting-to-a-changing-economy),
which
highlights the ways in which entrepreneurial ingenuity is being applied by county businesses to
find what good might be turned up by this ill wind.
Ward points to one success story in Usheco, Inc.,
a Rosendale-based manufacturer that in the past

DION OGUST

Ward Todd, president & CEO of the Ulster County Regional Chamber of Commerce.

was noted for making the plastic components for
adaptive toys for handicapped children produced
by Community Playthings at the Woodcrest Bruderhof. “They’ve retooled their operation to create
face shields and sneeze guards,” he explains.
Another small-scale local operation, Maria Cabrera Alterations & Tailoring in Kingston, was
threatened with shutdown as a non-essential
business. Cabrera and her crew immediately began sewing face masks and donating them to
healthcare and other frontline workers – over
5000 of them already. She was among the first to
be featured in the Hometown Healthcare Hero
spotlight on the chamber’s Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/ulster.chamber. “Every day we have
a new person we honor,” says Todd.
Shifting over to an enhanced presence on social
media was a major decision that came out of a
staff meeting on March 17. Director of membership management Jess Davis assumed greater responsibilities as the organization’s “social media
maven” (she also delivers masks made by Maria
Cabrera to local businesses). “We already had a
Facebook page, but we formed a new Facebook
group called Ulster Eateries United, because we
knew that food services were going to be among
those most seriously hurt by this,” Todd relates. “It
signed up more than 2000 members in one day,
and is now up to 9500.” Restaurants are free to

post their menus, daily specials, pickup and delivery policies on the page. Membership in another
new Facebook group, Ulster Small Businesses
United, has already reached the 2000 mark.
Todd cites Linda Bradford, whose Stone House
Tavern had just opened up in Stone Ridge when
the virus came to town, as a local innovator. “She
reached out to the chamber team with questions
and concerns in the first few days when things
seemed uncertain for restaurant owners, and
then she quickly put a plan into action. Linda got
creative with her to-go menu, instituted delivery
services, offered to help neighbors of Stone House
Tavern with eggs, butter or even a cup of milk, if
needed. She also partnered with Town of Rochester supervisor Mike Baden to use her restaurant to
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prepare and deliver meals to help feed neighbors
in need, as part of county executive Pat Ryan’s new
Project Resilience program.”
Ryan and congressman Antonio Delgado will be
the guest speakers at the next Virtual Friday Forum, to be livestreamed this Friday, May 8 from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. on the website and on Facebook
Live. New York comptroller Tom DiNapoli will be
the guest at the next Virtual Breakfast on May 19.
Acknowledging that “It’s obvious that [the crisis] is devastating to everybody in all sectors,”
Todd sees the county’s $600-million tourism
economy as most financially vulnerable to an extended lockdown. Much depends on “the ability of
some resorts to open up. March and April are usually their downtime, but they have great potential
to suffer moving forward.”
He can see both sides of local people’s concern
about the return of visitors from hot spots like
New York City: “We just have to hope that people
are as educated coming north as we want them
to be, and observe social distancing.” On the plus
side, he says, “I see a huge upsurge in our real-estate market, similar to after 9/11. What’s different
now is the technology. People now have the ability
to work from home. Real-estate agents have told
me that they just sold two houses online, sight unseen.”
Businesses showing the greatest resilience during the pandemic are those most able to adapt to
online marketing and “navigate the social-media
waters,” according to Todd. “There’s a lot more
digital shopping … including local small busi-
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nesses. I think we’ll see a lot more of that going
forward.”
Even not-for-profit organizations are finding
success with virtual fundraising events, he says,
citing the recent Kentucky Derby virtual telethon
that netted $25,000 for People’s Place, a major
agent for food delivery for the needy in the Kingston area.
Ward has been impressed by the way the crisis
has been bringing out the best in the local community: “All the people donating time and money
to help others – it’s absolutely amazing to me.”
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He looks forward to post-Covid America including “a newfound appreciation of spending quality
time as a family. I hope that we all continue that
kind of commitment … enjoying sitting down as
a family unit in the dining room, like they did in
my parents’ time. People are learning how to cook,
taking up gardening now who never got into it before, making life more sustainable.” Given the creativity of small entrepreneurs and the widespread
rediscovery of the joys of home and hearth, maybe
the new normal won’t be turn out to be so bad after all.

Gomer Richards, Jr.
West Hurley — Gomer Richards, Jr. (Dick) 84, of West Hurley died Monday, May
4, 2020 at Kingston Hospital due to complications from coronavirus.
He was born July 3, 1935 in Schenectady, NY, the son of the late Dr. Gomer
Richards and Carlie Coolidge Richards. He graduated from Nott Terrace High
School, class of 1954. He was an all American athlete. Later, he attended Union
College, Siena College, and graduated from SUNY Cobleskill with a degree in
Food Service and Hotel Management. He later joined the Air National Guard,
and served during the Berlin Crisis. Dick was employed as a manager of Howard
Johnson’s Restaurant, Marriott Corporation, and Stewart’s Shops until his retirement. He is survived by his beloved wife of over 60 years, Eleanor (Ellie) Richards, sisters Margie Backus, Acton, MA, and Carol Sarasin, Townsend, MA, and
brother Dr. Jack Richards (Carol) of Halfmoon, NY. His devoted daughters Kathy
Zappolo Favaloro, of Ballston Lake, NY, Karen Richards (Bill Hogan) of Slingerlands, NY, Robin Richards Collins, of San Jose, CA, predeceased by his youngest
daughter Linda Richards in 1980.
His adoring grandchildren, Keith Vente, Ballston Lake, NY Robbie Lansing (Tom), Burnt Hills, NY, Kyle Favaloro
(Ashley) of Somerville, NJ, Andrew Favaloro, Somerville, NJ, Caitlin Constanzo (Jay), Effort, PA, Olivia Sternberg,
Brooklyn, NY, Carlie Collins, San Jose , CA, his loving Great Grandchildren, Kassidy and Kensy Lansing, Gianna,
Jenna, and Makenna Favaloro and several nieces and nephews.
Dick was an avid tennis player, gardener, hiker, cross country skier, world traveler, landscaper, bird lover, nature observer, and he loved all animals. He belonged to St. John’s in Holly Hills, Woodstock. He lived over 55 years in the
West Hurley/Woodstock area that he loved dearly. He loved to hike all the Catskill Mountains with his wife, Ellie.
Dick was known for his sense of humor, his strong work ethic, his ability to talk to anyone, and his love for the NY
Mets since 1962. This he passed on to all of his children and grandchildren. He loved practical jokes, and spending
time with all of his family for any occasion.
In the interests of public safety and the mandates of the Governor of NYS due to Covid virus, a private graveside service for family only will be held Thursday, May 7 in the Woodstock Cemetery, NY. Arrangements under the direction
of Lasher Funeral Home, Woodstock, NY.
A celebration of life will be held at a later time for family and friends.
In lieu of flowers, the Richards Family suggests donations in his memory be made to Johns Hopkins Covid19 response
at hopkinsmedicine.org.
Further obituary information and expressions of condolences may be shared with the family at lasherfh.com on Dick’s
tribute wall.
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Saugerties | Village Board briefs

Saugerties Village Board adopts its budget
The Saugerties Village Board voted unanimously to adopt the 2020-2021 budget, which
calls for a reduction in the tax rate from the fiscal 2019-2020 rate of $6 per $1,000 of assessed
value to $5.90 per $1,000 at its regular meeting
on Monday, May 4.
However, the budget calls for an increase is
spending from $2.250 million to $2.430 million,
a 3.4 percent increase. The tax rate reduction results mainly from an increase in the total assessed
value in the village.
The Village Board meeting was conducted via
Webex, with provision for comments from the
public via the web. No comments were posted,
nor were written comments submitted – a suggestion offered at last month’s meeting for public
comment.
Among the areas of increased spending are code
enforcement (up $13,753), street maintenance
($407,322.80) including administration and employees, an increase of $10,199.20.
The budget calls for the mayor’s annual salary
to remain at $10,200 and the trustees’ salaries to
remain at $3,600 each.
Proposed spending cuts include contractual
fees for attorneys from $25,000 to $22,000, contractual auditing fees from $25,000 to $15,000,
contractual costs for engineering from $3,000 to
$1,500 and contingencies from $1,000 to $500.
On the other hand, costs in the clerk/treasurer
category are projected to increase by $7,660, the
New York State retirement system by $10,000
and contractual expenses for the fire department

by $23,090, while expenditure on equipment is
projected to decline by $13,420. The village is also
putting aside money toward a new aerial ladder
truck for the fire department.
Included on the revenue side of the budget are
payments of $25,000 each from contractor John
Mullen and the Town of Saugerties toward a weed
harvester to clear water chestnuts and millfoil
from the Esopus Creek in the area opposite the
village beach, as well as near Mullens’s property
and the portions of the shoreline belonging to the
town.
Murphy said village tax rates have decreased
some 19 percent over the past ten years. In 2010,
the tax rate was $7.30 per $1000. “In 2012, after
the police merger, it was $6.76. Now it’s $5.90.
That means that in ten years, we have decreased
our tax rate by 19 percent.” Murphy said the decrease was “probably unmatched by any other
community.”
— David Gordon

Village of Saugerties will retain labor lawyer
Saugerties Village Trustee Donald Hackett, who
had questioned the village’s payment to an attorney who specializes in labor law, has agreed to extend the lawyer’s contract for one year.
William Wallens of Roemer, Wallens, Gold
and Mineaux has been representing the village
in union negotiations for several years. Hackett
contends that a specialist attorney is not needed
and the village’s regular attorney could handle any
disputes.

Police
beat
From the arrest log
of the Saugerties
Police Department
Woman’s body found
in Plattekill Creek
The corpse of a 48-year-old female was found floating in the
Plattekill Creek, near the intersecDION OGUST
tion of Route 212 and Old Route
Saugerties
Police
Chief
Joseph
Sinagra.
212 on May 4 at approximately 10
a.m. and reported to local authorities. Saugerties police have ascertained her identity, but did not name her, citing an
for replacing the guard rail,” said Sinagra. “If you
ongoing investigation.
think about it, should the taxpayer have to pay for
“There is not a public safety issue, we’re investia utility pole because someone ran into it when
gating the cause of the woman’s death,” said police
they were drunk? If it’s a no-fault accident, the
chief Joe Sinagra. “There’s no indication at this
person’s car insurance would cover that.”
particular moment in our investigation that it was
— Christina Coulter
anything criminal.”
Saugerties woman found in possession
Sinagra said that the corpse had not been floatof marijuana and hypodermic syringes
ing long, based on the state of the body, before it
was found. Individuals who witnessed “any suspiSaugerties police discovered that a woman who
cious activity” in the vicinity in the days preceding
was interviewed by police after she witnessed a
the discovery are asked to contact police headcar hit a utility pole at 11:30 a.m. on May 3 was
quarters at 246-9800.
driving with a suspended license; after she was
— Christina Coulter
taken into custody, 26-year-old Jenna J. Neglia of
Saugerties was found in possession of marijuana
Leaving the scene of an accident
and a number of hypodermic syringes.
Matthew M. Nilsen of Saugerties, 21, was
“Neglia was following the car that crashed,” said
charged with the misdemeanors of driving while
police chief Joe Sinagra. “There was a relationship
intoxicated and leaving the scene of a property
here between Neglia and this gentleman.”
damage motor vehicle crash on May 2. According
The driver who struck the utility pole in the
to Saugerties Police Chief Joseph Sinagra, Nilsen
area of Malden Turnpike, 26-year-old Luke J.
ran his car into a ditch off Churchland Road at
Robinson of Saugerties, was cited for speed not
approximately 2:43 a.m., hitting a guard rail; his
reasonable and was “not under the influence of
blood alcohol content was .14% when measured
drugs,” according to Sinagra. Neglia, however, was
by police. Nilsen was released to a third party with
charged with the misdemeanors of aggravated unan appearance ticket and a traffic summons to anlicensed operation, criminally possessing a hypodermic incident and second-degree unlawful posswer his charges at a later date.
session of marijuana.
“If we can identify who damaged a guard rail,
— Christina Coulter
the highway department goes after that person

Hackett has contended that labor negotiations
with village employees’ unions have been amicable, with disputes settled through discussion and
without court action or arbitration. Trustee Terry
Parisian has seen the attorney as cheap insurance
against the possibility that a disagreement could
lead to court at some time in the future, and the
cost would be prohibitive.
At the board’s regular meeting on Monday, May
4, Hackett said he and Parisian had discussed the
issue and he would now agree to a one-year contract, rather than the three years the attorney has
requested, with a review at the end of that period.
Negotiations with the village’s unions are scheduled to take place in the coming year and it would
be the time a labor lawyer’s services would be most
needed. The lawyer has asked for a three-year
contract. Mayor William Murphy said he would
discuss a one-year contract at the same rate.
Hackett said that after speaking to Parisian
about the contract and with negotiations coming
up next year, “I have to agree that if Terry wants
Wallens, he would have to agree with him that
if something came up that if Ben [village attorney Benjamin Neidl] was unable to take it, … so
I agree with Bill and Terry that we go with a oneyear contract. While he still feels that Neidl could
handle anything that might come up, “it is important to be comfortable while you are in negotiations.”
Wallens has been handling village contract negotiations over the past several years and he has
expertise that would be valuable in future negotiations, Parisian said. “The purpose of that attorney is to know what our business is. He has
been involved in our negotiations forever, and
he knows what we need. Hopefully, he can keep
us from going to arbitration. I think $5,000 is a
cheap insurance policy to have our taxpayers feel
confident that we can avoid arbitration by dealing
with them.”
The board voted to authorize Murphy to contract with Roemer, Wallens, Gold and Mineaux
for one year if the firm would agree to a single year
contract.
— David Gordon
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We will ride this out, say boaters
Mid-Hudson marinas respond
positively to lifted restrictions
by Erin Quinn

O

ne place to which people can
safely and now legally retreat to is
their boat, yacht, kayak, canoe, Jet
Ski, dinghy or Huckleberry Finnstyled raft. On April 18, Governor
Andrew Cuomo announced that
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut would
be “aligning policies for marinas and boatyards,”
opening them up together so that no single state
was overwhelmed by waterbound crafts. As long
as marinas and boatyards would allow only personal use and “maintain strict social distancing
and sanitization protocols,” boat-owners could set
sail any time they’d like.
This was welcome news to area marinas and
boat-lovers up and down the mighty Hudson River, as well as those along the Rondout Creek.

Marlboro Yacht Club
“It was a big weight lifted off our shoulders,”
said John Gilberto, the commodore – the marine
variation of a club president – of the Marlboro
Yacht Club, a private membership-based not-forprofit association located along the Hudson River
halfway between the Mid-Hudson Bridge and the
Newburgh-Beacon Bridge. “We organized quickly
and got to work at 6:45 a.m. this morning [April
25] and didn’t stop until 7:30 p.m.,” he said.
Some of the yacht club’s members had invested
considerable sweat equity on the one sunny day
this weekend to get their docks put in, their posts
driven down, and their moorings set. “I’d say we’re
about 70 percent of the way done,” estimated Gilberto. “We had masks and gloves on and stayed
socially distant, and had takeout food for lunch
and dinner. We’re all very careful about following
the social distancing and sanitation rules.”
The lifting of the restrictions had allowed people to get out with their loved ones and enjoy their
boat, the river and all that fresh air. “But we’re not
allowed to use our clubhouse or bar,” said Gilberto. “We had to cancel all of the club reservations,
which is a busy place. We have our annual Commodore’s Ball, which is a black-tie event in May.
We also allow members to rent out the clubhouse
for parties, weddings, anniversaries. We have a
bar that we use, and all of this helps to offset our
costs. We’re losing a lot of money, a lot of revenue.
But we’re we are excited about being able to get
out on the water.”
The club plans to open the second week of May.
“We’re about two weeks behind, which isn’t too

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST

John Gilberto (top) of the Marlboro Yacht Club (above).
bad. And the weather hasn’t been very good for
boating so far, until today.”
While it hasn’t been banner weather for boating, the fisherfolks are loving it. “It’s striper season,” explained Gilberto. Many fishermen are either already out on their private crafts or itching
to get out to catch the striped bass in the Hudson,
which are running right now.
“Last year we must have had 20 striper fishermen renting slips for a six-week period for $300,”
but this year they weren’t allowed to get their
docks in. “We’re not like a commercial marina, we
do all of the work ourselves,” Gilberto said. The
club has 133 members and sets aside 83 slips for
members.
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“There are fishermen out now because it’s
striper season, but that’s a different type of boat
enthusiast,” Patrick Sheehan said, agreeing with
Gilberto.
For additional information about the Marlboro
Yacht Club, call (845) 236-3932.

Kingston City Marina
Sheehan and Jeff Correa won the bid to manage the Kingston City Marina, a commercial venture which has 50 slips and caters more to visiting
boaters, boat tours and seasonal renters. “We were
awarded that RFP right around the time that the
COVID-19 hit,” said Sheehan, who expressed his
relief that the state had allowed marinas and boatyards to open for personal use. Rentals and tour
boats are still restricted, which impacts commercial marinas like the City of Kingston’s.
“By definition, if you’re on a boat with people in
your immediate family or who live with you, then
you’re social distancing,” said Sheehan. “Just like
golfing, I think boating, if you’re just smart and
safe, is a great way to get fresh air, get outside and
have some enjoyment during this time. We’re all
adjusting to this new normal, and I think we’re
just redefining that thing called ‘personal space.’”
Sheehan likes the idea of the municipal boatyard stimulating economic activity. “The idea that
people would want to come and visit and
rent a slip for a few nights, go out to our
local restaurants on the Strand or our
shops is a great thing, in a normal time,”
he said. “We would have bus tours where
people would go to the [Rondout] lighthouse, go to the Vanderbilt Mansion, the
FDR estate, the Maritime Museum, and
dock at the marina. We get tours in from
Canada, all over New York, the Carolinas
– and all of that helps to make this city
vibrant.”
The more family-styled marinas such
as the Rondout Yacht Basin and the
Marlboro Yacht Club, are looking at
huge losses in revenue from their ancillary social offerings (pools, restaurants,
clubhouses et cetera). Meanwhile, the
commercial marinas are anticipating a
large hit from the loss of tour boats and
their transient slip rentals from tourists
and out-of-town visitors. They’re not sure
how many transient visitors they’re going
to see this season.
The new managers are getting the marina ready, COVID-19-aware and socially
distant and safe, to open up in the next
two to three weeks when the weather gets
better.
Appropriate safety measures for those
who rent a slip are important, Sheehan
said, “The typical layout of a marina has a
linear-shaped dock with fingers out to the
side, and really lends itself towards having enough space for people not to come
in close contact.” He explained. “But we’ll
also put up the necessary signage and follow all of the guidelines put out by the
city and the state. It’s a great way to be
with your family and to do some recreational activity that is safe.”
For additional information about the
City of Kingston Marina, call (845) 3316940.

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST

Patrick Sheehan (above) at the
Kingston City Marina (left).

Rondout Yacht Basin
The Rondout Yacht Basin in Kingston has officially opened its doors and is
busy putting boats in the water. “We have
about 20 boats in right now,” said Nick
Rothline, who owns the full-service, 16acre marina with his brother Andrew.
As soon as the Governor lifted the ban
on marinas and boatyards, the brothers got busy getting their docks in and
slips ready for their members. “We’ve
been putting in about five boats a day,”
he said, noting that they have a 150slip marina. “Everyone is pretty excited.
We’ve had a lot of fishermen because it’s
the Striper season until the end of May,
so they want to be out on the water.” In
Rothline’s estimation, opening the marinas and golf courses was the right move.
“It makes sense that they were one of the
first things to open up because they can
be socially distant, especially boaters, and
there’s not a lot of other things people can
do right now.”
To that end, Rothline has already had
a few new customers that have bought
boats because they want a safe way to
recreate with their families. Unfortunately, due to the current restrictions, the
Rondout Yacht Basin can’t open up its
full menu of offerings like picnic areas,
barbecue pits, lawn games, a waterside
cafe, a swimming pool and the use of its
bathroom facilities. “It’s tough, but this is
what we have to do right now and we’re
complying fully with the CDC and the
State of New York,” said Rothline. “For
more information about the Rondout
Yacht Basin, call (845) 331-7061 or go to
https://www.rondoutyachtbasin.com.

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST

The Rondout Yacht Basin.
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distant, and I think the trend is going to be for
people to recreate locally. I think you’ll see a lot of
people out boating, or on some type of watercraft.
They’re going to want to go to their local parks
and RV and campgrounds. People aren’t flying
right now, and I’ve heard of so many vacations
being canceled – family reunions, even weddings.
People want to stay local, but they also want to get
outside, safely.”
Thomas explained that membership is the
bread-and-butter of his business. Sea Tow are
the people you call if your boat breaks down or
sinks, or your moorings need to be stabilized or
your dock breaks loose. “We do crew or equipment
changes on big boats going through,” Thomas said.
“We tow you in if you’re in trouble. We dive. We do
salvage work, replace a chain or a line.”
Thomas said that the marinas, boatyards and
boat launches were gearing up quickly. “Almost 99
percent of marinas in this area take their docks
out, so that they don’t get busted up by ice in the
winter,” he said. “Now it’s time to get the postholedrivers and clean off the decks and get them back
in, assembled, anchored and ready to host the
boats.”
Mariners are by nature resilient. “They’re going to weather this and get through it,” Thomas
predicted. “They’re going to take some hits, but I
think this could be a year when you see a lot of
people using their boats, getting out on the water,
and recreating with their families.”
For additional information about Sea Tow Mid
Hudson, call (845) 336-8145.
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Water fowl at the Kingston Marina.

Highland Landing Park
According to Highland Landing Park Association president, Alan Van De Bogart, the boat
launch is not currently
open to the public at the
Highland Landing Park.
This is a 1.7-acre public
park that Scenic Hudson
helped the Town of Lloyd
purchase, turning an oil
tank farm into a riverfront park.
“We’re waiting for
guidance from the Governor’s office as to how
and when we can open
up the park safely,” he
said, citing concerns
about public health and safety in a park that is
“non-kinetic like the Walkway Over the Hudson
or the Highland Rail Trail where people are moving and walking. Our park is geared towards gathering and picnicking and that’s not what we’re
supposed to be doing right now in terms of public
health and safety.”
That said, Van De Bogart said that he understands the desire for people to have a local boat
launch where they can take their craft out and
enjoy the river, go fishing or kayaking. “We’re
reviewing it and paying attention to how we can
be in line with the State’s protocols for safety,” he

said. “It’s a beautiful park and we’ve put so much
work into it and we’d love to see it open, but public
safety comes first.”
For updates about the
Highland Landing Park,
email info@highlandlandingpark.org.
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Sea Tow Mid Hudson
Joe Thomas of Sea Tow
Mid Hudson, which he
said is best described as
“the Triple-A of the water,”
said there was a great buzz
along the river about the
governor’s decision to let
the boatyards open. “Everyone’s about three weeks behind but they’re getting ready now,” he reported.
“Honestly, I’m hoping it’s going to be a great year,
despite everything. Boating is naturally socially
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Weathering the pandemic
Mohonk Preserve continues
to track data despite
absence of volunteers
by Erin Quinn

A

ccording to the Mohonk Lake
Cooperative Weather Station’s report, this March was eight degrees
Fahrenheit above the 124-year average, at 43 degrees, making it the
sixth-hottest March on record. (The
hottest March recorded in the region was in 2012,
with 47.9 degrees.)
Not only was the month unusually warm, but
it was also noticeably dry, with only 2.34 inches
of precipitation recorded: 2.45 inches less than
the 124-year average. This included snow, which
amounted to two inches, nine less than the average March.
“What’s crazy to me is that we were eight degrees above average this March, and it’s not a record-breaking month! When you’re eight degrees
above the 124-year average and you’re the sixth
warmest on record, that’s wild,” said Dr. Elizabeth
Long, director of conservation science at the Daniel Smiley Research Center.
As for precipitation, Dr. Long said, “When we
were seeing how little precipitation we were having, it had me a little scared, because it could have
meant a bad fire season for us, which we always
have to watch out for if we have a really dry spring.
But with all of the rain we’ve had so far in April,
I’m less concerned right now.”
Although the April numbers are not yet in, Dr.
Long said, “It certainly feels cold and wet, but
maybe that’s because of the situation we’re in,”
She’s referring to the global pandemic. To stay socially distanced, she has been working alone at the
research center. “I know that I look at the weather
and pay attention to it in greater detail right now.
If it’s sunny out, I can see it reflected in my mood.”
While hand-collected readings have been the
traditional way the research center has gathered
daily weather and natural observations since the
mid-1880s. For the past three years its staff has
used a combination of automated weather-station
reports and the daily recordings of citizen-science
volunteers. “We wanted a digital backup, and now
we have two ways of collecting the data and then
comparing them to make sure there are no major
discrepancies,” she said.
One weather station is located at Spring Farm,
part of the New York State and Department of
Homeland Security’s early-warning weather detection system.
“We host one of the weather stations, which is
part of the New York State Mesonet,” a network
of a 126 environmental monitoring systems across
the state, she explained, “and we have another one
that we installed in 2017 that is smaller, has less
of a special footprint, and doesn’t collect as much
data as the one at Spring Farm -- but still provides
us with everything we need to know.” Mohonkt
has been supplying data to the National Weather
Service since 1896.
For the past month-and-a-half, with both Mohonk Mountain House and the Mohonk Preserve
closed due to the pandemic, the research center
has relied solely on the automated weather stations for its data. “We do not have the citizenscience volunteers hand-collecting the data right
now, and they do such amazing work,” said Dr.
Long. “And when the hotel closed, we stopped taking the temperature of the lake” [Lake Mohonk].
Typically, someone from the research center takes
the lake’s temperature at three different depths
every day and records it. “The temperature can
tell us a lot about the lake,” she said.
In the meantime, Dr. Long has been observing nature taking “stutter steps” towards spring.
“We’ll get a warm day or two and everything
starts to blossom and come alive, and then we’ll
hit a string of colder, wetter days. I call that stutter steps,” she said. The research center notes ob-

J O L I E PA R K E R

A climate tracker volunteer checking the temperature at the weather station.
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servations on approximately 300 different species, including flora, fauna, birds and animals.
This phenological study began with Dan and Keith
Smiley taking notes on what they bore witness to
in the natural world that encompassed Lake Mohonk and the Shawangunk Ridge. Plants about to
flower or are already in bloom include bloodroot,
red trillium, Jack-in-the-pulpit, wood anemone,
rue anemone, Solomon’s seal, rose azaleas and
pink ladies’ slippers -- to name a few.
Migratory birds have announced their arrival in
the region include pine warblers, prairie warblers,
“all kinds of warblers,” said Long. “Bobolinks are
fantastic birds to look out for in our foothills or
along River-2-Ridge, as they love grasslands.
They are white, black and gold.”
Red foxes have given birth to their kits. Canada
geese are being trailed in area water bodies by
their schools of little goslings. “There are a lot of
birds setting up their nests, and I even saw a redtailed hawk who was preparing its nest go after
two bald eagles that were harassing it. That was a
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sight to see!”
Although alone on the mountain for now in
terms of human company, Dr. Long is surrounded
by a plethora of natural wonders. She is adding
to the impressive body of weather collection that
spans more than 40,000 consecutive days of observation, including temperature, precipitation,
snow, ice, the pH of precipitation, lakes and natural streams, wind, lake ice thickness and more.
The numbers for April will be stacked up alongside its 123 cousins from years past.
Natalie Feldsine, the Citizen Science Coordinator for the Research Center, reported that the early
data has this April being 45.9 degrees, 1.1 below the
historic average of 47.0 degrees. The precipitation
totaled 3.18 inches, which, despite people “feeling” that it was a wet and rainy April, is almost one
inch below the 124-year average. Feldsine said that
April has been fairly “normal” weather-wise and is
not showing any record-breaking figures. The official tally of data will be out by the end of this week
and can be found at www.mohonkpreserve.org.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Getting away from me-first
I heard today that about 1000 people in New
York City were newly tested positives, and only
337 people died. That was considered a good day,
and a clear understanding of how things are getting better. Only 337 people died today from the
dreaded coronavirus.
Only 337 families were dealing with the loss of
a loved one. And those families had to handle the
restrictive funeral arrangements, if they were even
able to get the chance to bury their beloved with
some dignity. So much pain.
At the same time, we have lots of people who
are going through their days with no mask and
no gloves, and running around with the kind of
defiance that hurts all of us. It’s like a rebellious,
angry young man, driving recklessly through the
streets, with only self-interest in his mind. That
is, until he crashes into another car, killing three
people and injuring two others for life. Then he
feels sorry.
If this coronavirus doesn’t help us shift from a
me-first culture to one that is more caring about
others, then what will come next? Only time will
tell.
Or maybe, just maybe, we will open our hearts
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to compassion, humility and deep gratitude for
the preciousness of the lives we have. We each get
to choose how we want to be from this moment
on. Isn’t it time for all of us to wake up?
Marty Klein
Woodstock

Of grief and love
Grief is like grabbing the hot handle of a castiron pan with your bare hand after the gas burner
had been turned off. We drop it. Today, unexpressed grief is on every TV channel, on the majority of Facebook posts, as well as hidden in every
dialogue we have.
Of all our emotions, grief stands with its arm on
death’s shoulder. The silence that surrounds our
grief fills with our emotions, of rage, fear, pain,
hopelessness and the loss of love, all hushed by
our worry of becoming overwhelmed. One grieves
only when one has loved.
The media uses all the aftereffects of grief to
hold their audience’s attention. Those who deliver
these stories do not grieve on air. They do not allow their voices to crack, their tears to be seen, or
their hearts to break in front of their audiences.
They hide their emotional truths like makeup.
To mourn is to show weakness, to reveal that you
have loved, that you have given of self. This vulnerably would reveal far too much truth.
Death has become public. It has stepped beyond
family into the town square. Like hangings of old,
we are witnessing death daily on our screens, in
our hospitals and nursing homes. Funerals cannot take place for fear of spreading more death.
People are dying alone, in isolation, and grief has
dug deeper into our souls to hide from being seen
or heard.
What emotional intelligence tells me is that
biologically what we want to do is wail, rend our
clothes, fall to the ground to express the sorrow
in our souls for the world to know how deeply we
have loved. To swallow grief is to repress love.
Everyone reads each other’s affect, and when
there is no affect, or it has been shut down, we all
know it. The first stage in losing trust is to see no
affect, no expression of emotion that reads true.
In fact, our affect overrides the words we speak,
others feel our emotions and ignore what we are
saying. This truth happens daily on our screens.
Go into the woods, close the bedroom door,
drive a back road and wail for the love that wants
to come out of you. I am headed there. The tears
that roll down my cheeks nightly need to come out
fully, so I can feel love again.
Larry Winters
New Paltz
There’s no distance for you
In these difficult times, it is hard to know what
to believe or how to move forward. As so many individuals, families, and organizations, including
ours, work to adapt, the resiliency and steadfastness of our healthcare workers have been astonishing.
A comparison continues to be made on social
media that during this crisis, we are all in the
same storm, but not everyone is in the same boat.
Everyone is undoubtedly facing different levels of
struggle, but despite your own struggles and the
challenges you are collectively facing as professionals, you continue to patch others’ boats, and

bail them out, and let them into your own boat.
You are saving us all from going under.
While we work remotely and try to do our best
to help from a distance, we recognize there is no
distance for you. You are continuously asked to do
testing, to enter people’s homes, and to work on
the front lines. You are seeing and experiencing
loss we can’t imagine, and then being asked to do
it again the next day. Your bravery and your sacrifices go so far beyond what should be asked of you,
but you continue to show up for all of us.
While you did not ask to bear this burden, we
admire the strength and resolve you have demonstrated. The stress you are enduring is unimaginable.
We see you, and we are in awe of you. You are
all heroes. Your actions and sacrifices are appreciated. We cannot stand beside you in this time,
but know that we are with you, We are rooting for
you, we are praying for you, and we are grateful
for your service.
Melissa Servant
The Wallkill Teachers’ Association
Gardiner

Turn off Fox News
If Greg Safris is disturbed by finger-pointing
between ignorant right-wing politicians and informed medical experts, what does he think he is
doing when he blames the Covid 19 pandemic on
“the Communist Chinese,” as though the Chinese
deliberately set out “to mortally wound the rest of
the world?”
While Covid 19 reportedly originated in China,
it was not deliberately created by the Chinese, but
resulted from the custom of killing and eating
animals, which enabled transmission of the virus
from animals to humans. Americans are shocked
and repelled by Chinese “wet markets,” where wild
animals are slaughtered for human consumption,
but Americans continue to consume the carcasses
of cows, pigs, sheep and chickens raised under
inhumane and unsanitary conditions on factory
farms.
Americans, like people in all developed na-
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able as May 1. Just eight. We’re not ready to move
on and can’t be talking about reviving business
yet.
If you care, make yourself heard.
Harry C Tabak
New Paltz

Family time
DOUG FREESE

The Esopus Creek in Saugerties.
tions, could easily obtain sufficient nutrition from
plant-based foods alone. Yet Trump, after suggesting that people ingest bleach or other poisons as
possible remedies for the coronavirus, is now promoting the spread of infection by mandating the
reopening of meatpacking plants.
Instead of parroting Trump’s misleading, racist
accusations, Safris needs to re-examine his own
lifestyle choices if he wants to survive the pandemic. Americans need to turn off Fox News, stop
eating meat and vote Democratic.
For peace and freedom,
R.B. Wilk
Woodstock

use PayPal on our website https://www.newpaltzfoundation.org, or reach us by mail at New Paltz
Community Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 1112, New
Paltz, NY 12561. Please earmark your donation for
Help Your Neighbors 2020.
Contributions will enable us to keep this program running. And any funds given for this purpose that remain at the end of this project will be
set aside by the NPCF for a Community Emergency Preparedness Fund for future emergencies.
Thomas G. Olsen
Board member
New Paltz Community Foundation
New Paltz

Food assistance plan working
Thanks to the efforts of many donors and participants, the food assistance program Help Your
Neighbors 2020 launched by the New Paltz Community Foundation, Inc. (NPCF) is working. As a
response to the Covid 19 emergency, the project
distributes meal vouchers redeemable at participating local restaurants and delicatessens. The
program aids local residents facing food insecurity and it helps direct business back to our hardworking local restaurants and delis during this
difficult period.
Meal vouchers, valued at $20 for individuals
and $50 for families, are available through our
partners, the Bruderhof Community, Family of
New Paltz, the Town of Gardiner, the Neighbor to
Neighbor program in New Paltz and several area
houses of worship. To date, more than 150 vouchers have been distributed for use at over 30 local
establishments.
A full list of participating restaurants and delis,
along with information on how and where to obtain vouchers, is available on the NPCF website:
https://www.newpaltzfoundation.org, or by contacting Foundation President Eileen GulbrandsenGlenn at sande2930@aol.com or 256-1945.
Help Your Neighbors 2020 has been supported
by many generous donors and a number of cooperating local businesses and organizations. You too
can help sustain our efforts with a tax-deductible
contribution to the fund. Find us on Facebook,

Are we doing enough?
On a sunny beautiful spring day, it’s easy to forget the continuing challenge the pandemic still
represents. Some of us are gardening, pruning,
taking a nice hike or just relaxing outdoors. Others, though, may be suffering the quarantine and
still captive to the many risks. Others may simply
be worrying about infection.
Big question is: Are we doing enough, and can
more be done?
The county’s daily report shows about 6800
people tested (5/01) which is just under four percent of the county population. There’s been a reduction in confirmed daily cases over the past few
days.
Question is, are enough people being tested and
is this chart misleading? Do you know the number
of fatalities in your community?
Our leadership doesn’t seem to think it important to share that with us on the daily report.
Maybe it’s not important to members of the communities as well. and I’m one of the exceptions.
I think it important to know if a disproportionate number are happening in my town and focus
more energy on answering “why” that is. We’re entitled to know, aren’t we?
Our communities are porous and unless we’re
testing on a greater level with easier access to
tests for anyone who needs it, this can drag out for
many, many months.
Also of concern is the number of ICU beds avail-

H.L. SNYDER
& S O N I N C.

“YOUR HOME TOWN
APPLIANCE STORE”
SINCE 1928
Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY 12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

We were snookered
The April 30 edition of the on-line Woodstock
Times offered so much to consider about things
out of our control that need to be reined in for the
benefit of our town. The Covid 19 virus has severely impacted the income of Woodstock taxpayers
and residents. Many are having difficulty feeding
their families and paying their bills, including water and sewer charges. We must ask the question;
do we need to increase the tax burden at this time
by trying to float a multi-million-dollar bond to
replace the existing library?
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I have
sent a request to the Woodstock librarian on February 21. It has remained unanswered. The request is for all reports and expenditures relating
to the environmental and structural soundness
and/or risks or defects having an impact on the
library building.
It may be a good time for the library board to
meet with the Library Alliance to negotiate a plan
to save the taxpayers millions of dollars and come
up with a plan that can accomplish the restoration and expansion of the existing library building. The existing building is approximately 7500
square feet. The knock-down plan is to replace it
with a 12,000-square-foot library tha was recently reduced from 13,400 square feet. The knockdown-and-replace would cost about $5 million,
recently reduced from about $7 million.
The Library Alliance at www.libraryalliance.org
has three renovation and expansion plans for approximately 10,500 square foot that would cost
about $3 million. That is a saving of about $2 million. Perhaps it could be accomplished without a
bond and could be done with a well-thought-out
plan that could occur over a few years addressing
the environmental and structural issues first.
Without the referendum of the taxpayers, nor
any prior notice to the expenditures, the library
board has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars
already and is committed to additional expenditures that will be for naught if a bond or referendum is not approved. As recently as April 23,
about $42,000 was approved by the library board
on the knock-down-and-replace unapproved program.
In Woodstock Times, Nick Henderson did an excellent job reporting that among other things that
the library board is now considering construction
of a new building on the site of the old laundro-

Let us design your
dream kitchen remotely!
With your measurements, photos and
phone meetings we can start the process.
Come to our sanitized
showroom for a private
meeting practicing
social distancing to
select finishes.

KITCHENS
SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz
845.255.2022

CABINET SHOP
Woodstock
845.679.2002
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New Paltz | history

Our town
What the newspapers
said 100 years ago
The ‘‘Our town’’ column is compiled by Carol Johnson, coordinator of the Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection. The entries have been copied from
the May issues of the New Paltz Independent.

D

igging into an ash heap a few
days ago, snow was found.
The sheds at the New Paltz Hotel
which broke down last winter from
the weight of snow have been rebuilt.
The road on the west side of the Wallkill has
been very muddy of late.
The high rents and general congestion in New
York City and vicinity are driving people into the
country. Most of the purchases of real estate in our
village of late have been by city people. D.C. Storr
finds no difficulty in renting his houses. Houses
with all the modern improvements rent readily.
A resident of this town who proposed to build a
house this spring and made inquiry as to the cost,
says that a house can be bought in our village at
half the price it would cost to build. The recent
sale of four farms in Gardiner and vicinity is announced. All were sold to persons living in New
York and Long Island.
An addition for a sleeping room is to be built
to the Baldwin Store, corner of Oakwood Terrace
and Main Street. Myron Freer of Ohioville does
the carpentry work. This store has been entered
several times lately, the thief each time breaking a
pane of glass in the window.
There have been but two men in the jail at
Kingston of late and the time of one is up in a few
days. Since liquor is no longer sold there is little
use for jails.
The Patentees’ Trunks, so called, on which the
papers relating to the settlement of New Paltz
were kept for perhaps 150 years, have been taken
from the Huguenot Bank to the Memorial House.
Saturday, May 15, was the first day when wearing straw hats was allowable, but the weather was
so disagreeable that none were seen on our streets.
At last it is settled and the Normal School will
conduct a summer session. Ever since the appropriation bill was introduced into the Legislature,
the local authorities have been reasonably confident of securing one of the schools, but nothing
is certain in this life until the papers have been
signed and sealed. It is a difficult matter, not so
much to secure an appointment as to get a vote of
funds. The old State of ours requires some money
for running expenses. The School will open Monday, July 5 and continue until Aug. 13. No academic work of any kind will be given. Anyone is
welcome, who is a high school graduate or who
has taught. There is no tuition or other expenses
mat to replace the book barn for the Friends of the
Library. Who approved this construction for the
benefit of a private not-for-profit corporation? As
a taxpayer, I know I did ot.
The taxpayers previously approved annual budgets for the library that did not include a mention
of building a new library. Yet monies from those
budgets were diverted and are being spent on a
new, unapproved library. Perhaps those annual
budgets should have been more honest and funded for less by the taxpayers.
We were snookered into approving overstated
budgets. The next time a budget is presented to
us, I hope what is being submitted for our approval is based on real numbers.
Jim Dougherty
Bearsville

Your taxpayer dollars
I am writing during this difficult time of vulnerability for all global citizens. I am writing because
I feel compelled to make a difference in any way

The Washington Irving was a sidewheel day boat and the flagship of the Hudson River Day Line
that operated on the Hudson River from 1913 to 1926, until it collided with an oil barge in the fog
on 1 June, 1926. With the aid of tugboats, it reached shore at Pier 12, Jersey City, where it sank
soon thereafter. Out of 105 crew members and 200 passengers, only three died as a result of the
accident. Its removal was complicated due to its sinking upon the site of the Holland Tunnel, which
was under construction. It remained submerged there until 13 February, 1927, when it was raised
and determined to be a total loss.
of any kind in connection with the school.
Philip H. DuBois is planting out about fifteen
hundred fruit trees. Raymond Jenkins has been
setting out apple trees on what was formerly the
Henry DuBois place on the road to Minnewaska.
At the cold storage building at the Clintondale
station there are still about 1000 barrels of apples
in cold storage. Most of them are Ben Davis. Mr.
York is in charge. The price of Ben Davis apples
now is $6.50 a barrel. There were about 14,000
barrels of apples placed in the building last fall.
Sol. Dubois has a considerable quantity of apples
still in cold storage. It is proposed to store eggs as
well as apples, but so far no eggs have been placed
in the building. All kinds of spraying material are
for sale.
Farmers find it very hard to get help. But on Saturday a young man from an agricultural college
dropped in our office for information as to where
he could find a good farmer who needed help. He
wanted practical experience on a farm.
Nearly all the farmers at Springtown are using
tractors. Onion seed has been planted and some
oats was sown last week in dry ground. Springtown farmers are not planting as many potatoes as
usual this year on account of the difficulty of getting help, and the shortage of seed potatoes which
are selling at five dollars a bushel.
Eggs have come out poorly this spring with all
poultry growers averaging hardly fifty percent.
They are doing rather better now. The heavy laying strains come out poorest. Frank Van Sycle has
had his incubator enlarged and it will now hold
4200 eggs. It has been filled several times this season. Millard DuBois alone had 2400 eggs in it.
The Hudson River Day Line will open the 1920
season Saturday when the Robert Fulton will leave

Albany for New York City and the Washington Irving will leave New York for Albany. The season
for 1920 will be from May 15 to October 24th.
The opening of the Mohonk House on Saturday,
May 8th, was several days earlier than last year.
There are now about 65 guests.
The plan of taking the children to the Normal
by trolley car from the different schools along the
line seems to be a success. Inquiry made of the
children shows they are pleased with the change,
as they are able to make better progress in a graded school than in a school with only one teacher.
One of the reasons given for the condemnation
was that since there are now so many Italian children there was too much crowding in the schoolroom. In the Ohioville school half the children are
said to be Italians.
More interest is shown in lawn tennis than in
baseball on the normal grounds of late.
Governor Smith has signed the LockwoodDonohue teachers’ pay bill which assures an increase of salary to public school teachers throughout the state, ranging from $600 for teachers in
New York city to $250 for teachers in the country
district schools.
It is requested by the Sullivan-Shafer Post, No.
176, of New Paltz, NY, that all members and ExService men meet at the Fire Rooms at 10 o’clock
Memorial Day, May 31, prepared to march in a
body to the Cemetery to pay tribute to our dead
comrades. Floral wreaths have been purchased
and will be placed on the Soldiers’ Monument
at this time. Remember the boys who lie “Over
There” and turn out. Those donating flowers for
soldiers’ graves will leave same at the Independent office not later than 11 a.m. on Memorial Day
morning.

that I am able. Recently, that has been to make
masks for essential workers and friends. That is
one thing I can do and others can do to protect
ourselves.
Yet, there are too many who cannot take the
same protective measures that my freedom affords me -- namely, those who are incarcerated in
the US and abroad. Right now 190 people have
tested positive for Covid 19 in NYS prisons, with
no hope of clemency for the elderly or those vulnerable to the virus.
Did you know that today 192 Palestinian children are being detained for “security reasons” in
Israeli prisons? Did you know that most of these
same children were seized in the middle of the
night, abused and coerced into confessions for
acts they did not commit?
Why should we care, you might ask? Because
this is being done with your taxpayer dollars. Because now there is a pathway to reverse this practice and to bring awareness to the need to protect
all children from inhumane and unjust treatment

and to stop the spread of this deadly disease. If
you live in District 19, please sign this open letter
to congressman [Antonio] Delgado (http://chng.
it/vtSpBJnz6h). Please do so because we have the
freedom to write a letter or sign a petition. Please
do. because it is one simple act to protect those
who are vulnerable.
Cheryl Qamar
Saugerties

Woodstock ZBA priorities
On February 27, 2020, prior to social distancing going into effect in Woodstock, there were
four outstanding cases before McKenna’s Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA): two cases from 2019 and
two cases from this year whose applicants were
awaiting the ZBA’s decisions. These meetings
were canceled.
However, on April 14 of this year, in the middle
of the pandemic, McKenna’s ZBA held a special
meeting in order to vote on a variance request application from ZBA chairperson Maria Mendoza.
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Needless to say, her variance for an illegally built
potting shed was granted.
On March 6 I asked the ZBA to have a member
of the ZBA email me as to why that meeting was
canceled. To date, I have not received a response.
Howard Harris
Woodstock

A victory for cynicism
It’s becoming clear Joe Biden will not be the
Democratic nominee in November. The cancellation of the New York presidential primary while
allowing congressional races is a first step.
Party leaders realize he won’t win and want to
replace him without giving the nomination to
Bernie Sanders. Cancelling the primary keeps
Bernie from getting any more delegates. Watch to
see if California follows suit. Whether Biden pulls
out citing health problems or is denied the nomination, due to the Tara Reade accusations, at the
convention by denying Bernie the opportunity to
garner more delegates it will allow the party bosses to pick a nominee that is younger and not as
left-wing as Bernie.
Cynicism never bothers politicians.
John Habersberger
New Paltz
Leave my benefits alone
Fact: With the stimulus money being pumped
into the economy to address the unemployment,
job cutbacks and money provided to research for
an antidote to this virus, as well as to support the
quest for additional supplies that outreach the
state government’s ability to pay, which must rely
on the federal government at this time, the deficit
is astronomical. How is this going to be paid for?
Opinion: I am not an economist, financial planner, investment broker or Wall Street guru, but a
‘Joe Everyday’ reacting to the reports being picked
up from AARP, CPSSM, newspapers, magazines,
independent researchers and the answer is strictly
from this writer’s perspective. And that, boys and
girls, goes right back to the seniors -- those wonderful, aged, experienced old farts between the
ages of 65 to 95 -- whom I feel are going to pay
back a big portion of this stimulus debt. Let’s recap.
Let’s look at some facts listed numerous times
before which will be repeated here for the benefit
of all you senior Conservatives and Republican
Trump-lovers, who by the way are drawing benefits for the last 50-plus years and which you had
no control over: they just took the money from
your paycheck, invested it for a future payback to
you years down the road to address the inequities
arising from the Great Depression of the 1930s, so
it would not happen again.
Fact: 1. AARP in a letter-bulletin to this writer
mentioned that the Congress is considering, in
addition to ‘privatization,’ as previously discussed,
a 15% to 20% cut in all senior monthly benefits.
Now for someone drawing $1200 per month, 20%
of this is $240 less a month or $28,800 a year -gone! Now figure there are approximately 60-million seniors between the ages of 65-95 drawing
these benefits; this $2880 times 60 million seniors gives us an amount of $1,728,000,000,000.

DION OGUST

Little Deep in Woodstock.

Opinion: I’m not an accountant or financial expert, but I believe this amount is in the billions! Is
it possible that Trump, McConnell and the ladies
of the evening in the Senate would consider something so drastic as doing this to our benefits, to
pay down the deficit; my opinion is most certainly,
yes! “Why?” Do not be surprised if the rationale
goes like this: ‘gee whiz, since so many people are
out of work and will be for some time, it is appropriate that the seniors buckle down and bite the
bullet to assist these people; after all this is the
American way.’ Bullshit! My reasons I’m against
this:
1. Why just the seniors? Let everyone -- senators, representatives, judges (yes, Supreme Court
), as well as those still working do so?
2. Take 20% from the war machinery; stop
spending billions on state-of-the-art technology,
which will only be obsolete down the road in a
short period of time.
3. How about the billionaires and millionaires
kicking in 20%; how about Amazon paying 20%
who I believe pays no taxes at all.
4. The most important justification for doing
this to the seniors is the hatred the Republican’s
have had for this program since its inception in
1935; this is a perfect rationale for them to do this;
do not be surprised you stalwart men and women
of the upper ranks of life, if there is a push for this.
Get on the horn and complain, complain, complain -- leave my benefits alone.
Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

We need a true leader
What this nation needs now is a true leader,
someone who stands as a role model for the U.S.
Instead, we have Trump (besides being a liar, misogynist, nasty and vindictive), who demands we
“do as I say, not as I do.”

Can you imagine anyone whose health, medical
and scientific advisers say, “Wear masks and stay
six feet from others,” publicly ignoring this sane
advice by having a news conference, for example,
in his office where attendees sit on couches -- not
six feet apart and not wearing masks.
It is probably because of Trump’s actions that
his vice-president was the only one at the Mayo
Clinic without a mask. Unfortunately, the Mayo
people did not have the nerve to demand that
Pence wear one, and as a result possibly endangered themselves.
People are becoming horribly sick and dying
because others have followed the actions of Pence
and Trump.
And now the new information: hoarding Covid
19 testing equipment, prioritizing its use for the
White House and thus making it unavailable for
the senators who were ordered back to session.
Definitely not the actions of a leader!
Susan Puretz
Saugerties

Today’s generalization
No one trusts a bald entrepreneur.

Sparrow
Phoenicia

The PSC’s responsibilities
This is the state Public Service Commission’s
defining moment to protect the people it serves.
A fracked gas pipeline passing just hundreds of
feet from an elementary school after crossing a
highly trafficked river and beelining it for critical
safety infrastructure at a crumbling nuclear plant
which hosts an overstock of spent fuel cells, 30
miles upstream from New York City, is a disaster.
The NRC and FERC did not agree.
“This is your chance to protect the people you
serve,” we said, yelled, screamed and sobbed.

SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

STOVES & FIREPLACES

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

CASEY & SONS
FLOOR SANDING
FINISHING
“Serving the Community
For Over 45 years”
Kingston, NY
845•336•8555

CS CONSTRUCTION

Roofing • Siding • Decks • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
All Phases of Home Improvement
— Free Estimates —
Chris Shauger f550diesel@msn.com
Houtman Rd., Saugerties, NY 845-750-7038

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

THE JOY OF BUILDING

Lawn Mowing &
Snow Plowing
(845) 679-CUTT

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

New construction, additions,
renovations, and historical restorations

(2888)

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
Trucking & Excavating

• Trucking • Excavating • Driveways • Lawns
Bulk Landscaping Materials
• Topsoil • Mulch • Stone • Sand • Shale...

Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

INSULATION, LEAF REMOVAL, GUTTERS,
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING & CARPENTRY
We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.

845-514-3953 • 518-929-6369

MARK PERITZ • 845 399-3080
jobconco@gmail.com • thejoyofbuilding.com

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs
— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —

845-246-6722

5 weeks $75 | 845-334-8200
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My corner of Saugerties
I am not a great shopper, but of late the activity has become more appealing because it requires a trip out of the house. Groceries have to
be bought.
In this new world, I need a map. What stores are
open to seniors only? What are the hours, waiting lines and likely number of customers? And of
course there is the lottery for the toilet paper.
This worldwide ailment has many of us climbing the walls. There’s a general feeling of restlessness. My children watch me like a hawk, and I get
daily warnings about the dangers that lurk beyond
my property boundaries.
I have received some strange deliveries: toilet
paper left on my front porch, no human contact;
milk in bottles and eggs that need washing from a
local farmer; a weekly surprise dinner from a local
restaurant which left me with a takeout menu that
includes cocktails like Mojito with white rum and
fresh mint. How these are dispensed?
Hot-coffee foam containers just don’t seem
right. And I have never seen a “to go” cocktail container. Maybe it is something I have missed. I have
an extensive collection of booze, so it is not likely I
will be ordering this kind of thirst-quenchers any
time soon.
My children, concerned for my welfare, ordered
groceries delivered to me. My list must have con-

fused the designated shopper. I got three jars
of mayonnaise, each a slightly different variety,
enough fresh dog food to overstuff my dog for a
week, two 18-inch zucchini that looked like skinny
watermelons, a container of Make Believe Butter
enough to last a year, two gallons of milk, and the
biggest bag of oranges one could carry.
I certainly can do with odd or different ingredients. Mayonnaise is just eggs and oil, easy to incorporate this into most recipes. Zucchinis can be
stuffed, and squeezed oranges flavor almost any
spirits.
I did discover that daytime TV can numb your
brain and find you mixing Oreo cookies and Coors
Light.
Staying home all day makes me aware of the
squirrels that invade my feeders. They love those
black-oil sunflower seeds, but unlike birds they
want mouthfuls at a time and thus chew holes
in the feeders lining my deck. After stuffing their
cheeks to overflowing, they carry those away to
their pantries all over my back yard. I have acquired a totally black squirrel to add to the scurry
of a dozen or so that invade my valley.
My dog Sky keeps fit chasing these varmints.
They return again and again.
Another new addition to my yard, a woodchuck,
arrived just as this epidemic started. This marmot

is also called a whistle pig or land beaver, depending on what part of the country you are from. I am
hoping that this one might be a female; I would
enjoy seeing youngsters frolicking in my back
yard. Do woodchucks frolic?
My housebound predicament gives me lots of
time to check out my yard, the front lawn. Much
of it is sparse and scruffy. The robins, looking fat
and sassy, still find it a great takeaway restaurant
and invade it early in the day. I recently read that
robins often winter deep in swamps. I live near a
large wetland. I have yet to see a shivering robin
in winter.
As I was finishing this article, I got a wonderful call. A friend is having a distance party. You
must bring your own lawn chair, your own booze
and your snack of choice. It will be a lawn party,
six-foot distance, no touching. It will be a group
of the finest people I know and love, folks I never
knew how important they were in my life. I am as
excited as a kid on their birthday.
My wish to all you helping in the war to keep
others safe, thank you. My grandmother told me
that faith was seeing the light with your heart
when all your eyes see is darkness. Watch for the
light, my friends.
— Barbara Buono

No sound decisions were made. Today, no one
along its path is protected. Furthermore, while
this pipeline was being forced on us, Enbridge was
merging with Spectra, coining themselves “the FedEx of the fossil fuel industry.” The merger gave a
foreign company the right to push toxic and dangerous product past two different US regulatory
commissions.
All of this, rubber-stamped, with no regard for
the people.
The NRC and FERC continuously make catastrophic detrimental choices, waging our well-being on dirty energy. The NRC’s decision to let the
gas flow was highly negligible at best, murderous
in deed, and clearly not considerate of the safety of
those in close proximity or the global community.
On February 26, the Office of the Inspector
General of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) released a scathing report on its own investigation into the NRC approval of the Spectra AIM pipeline under Indian Point. The NRC
staff analysis of the safety of the AIM pipeline
was flawed, it said, and the 20 million people living within 50 miles are facing unknown risks of
a pipeline rupture damaging the plant and the
spent fuel stored there.

As we approach the decommissioning of Indian
Point, we know the threat that it poses doesn’t go
away. Don’t wait a second more, PSC. Make the
right decision now — shut down and remove the
pipeline immediately.
Can you hear us? I hear myself repeating myself
as I type. I’d apologize, but we, communities along
the route, have been living with the redundancy of
these same reasonable requests and the same inconsiderate negligence in response for years. The
result? Life-threatening corporate enablement.
It’s unacceptable for Enbridge/Spectra to continue operating this pipeline in light of this shocking report.
Too many words? I can to introduce you to some
children who can put it into a few easy-to-comprehend sentences, or just say it simply: Shut it down.
Rachel Marco-Havens
Woodstock

If ants gather, you may have diabetes.
If you pee on your shoes, enlarged prostate.
If it smells like a barbecue, high cholesterol.
If your wrist hurts when you shake it, osteoarthritis.
If you return to the house with your penis still
outside your pants, Alzheimer’s.
This is a heck of a lot safer than some of the
medical advice being touted by Donald Trump,
and probably at least as useful.
Marc B. Fried
Gardiner

Diagnostic advice
In this time when routine medical exams and
procedures are mostly on hold, here’s a men’s urological diagnostic exam I’ve come across that can
be performed at home:
Go outdoors and pee in the garden.

SCHAFFER EXCAVATING

Driveway Repair - Drainage Systems
Water and Electric Line Installation
Foundation Waterproofing and Repair
Land Clearing -Tree and Brush Removal
Septic System Repair
(914) 466-4482 or (845) 679-4742
neilaschaffer@gmail.com
schafferexcavating.com

SERVICES DIRECTORY
GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

Woodstock
Tree Care
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.
We are also Tree Removal experts.
Working in the area 25 years!
Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
Ofﬁce: 845-679-3200

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs
— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —

845-246-6722

CLEANING SERVICES & PROPERTY
Hi Sue,!MANAGEMENT

COUNTRYPlease
CLEANERS
run the following ad for 4 runs in the

Homes & Offices • Insured & Bonded
Woodstock Times!
Excellent references.
Call (845)706-1713
or (845)
679-8932
Thank
you…..Neil

MINDFUL PROPERTY

Francesca Ortolano – Property Manager
Donny Kass – Property Maintenance
Organized – Reliable – Meticulous
845.657.4180–O 845.389.0969–C mindfulproperty77@gmail.com
55 Years Combined Experience

LEGAL SERVICES

READY FOR SPRING?

DIVORCE, LANDLORD/TENANT,
REAL ESTATE, WILLS

Biological Food Garden & Farm Soil Testing
Organic-Regenerative Soil Balancing
Compost Tea – Biodynamic Preps
Testing – Education – Consulting

Ross 845-825-7657

RECREATION

Management & Maintenance

GARDEN CONSULTING
Soil Testing Available Now

HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION

THE LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN GOTTLIEB
74 TINKER STREET WOODSTOCK, NEW YORK
721 BROADWAY SUITE 112 KINGSTON, NEW YORK
(845) 338-2139 (845) 389-0166 sirag1951@gmail.com

5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200 — 5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200

W O O D S T O C K

We build them,
we walk them.

Dave Holden

Guided Hikes
Scenic Tours
Custom Trails

845 594-4863
Like Woodstock Trails on Facebook

peregrine8@hvc.rr.com - www.woodstocktrails.net
peregrine8@hvc.rr.com
– www.woodstocknytrails.com

STORAGE
ASHOKAN STORE-IT

Ask about our long term storage discount
5x10 5x15 10x10 10x15 10x20 10x30
$40 $50 $70 $90 $110 $150

Cell Phone (845) 389-0504
845-657-2494 • 1 Ridge Rd. Shokan, NY 12481
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On a
high note
Virtual music
roundup for May
By John Burdick

M

any scoffed when
the streaming service giant Spotify recently
announced,
with a grand tone of
philanthropy and largesse, that it would be setting out a
virtual tip jar so its customers could
help support struggling artists with
direct donations through Spotify’s
money-handling infrastructure. Spotify, they of the infinite catalogue and
the mustard-seed payouts, was once
again calling upon us, the hive wallet,
to prop up what is left of the record
industry “in these uncertain and unprecedented times,” rather than, say,
redirecting a million or two of the
mustard seeds of their own cut to the
hat on the curb. Do they not recognize that many of their subscribers
are out of work as well?
The irony upon irony here, of
course, is that artists are looking to
record sales and streaming proceeds
to help sustain themselves. These
have been dead revenue streams, dry
beds, for more than a decade. It’s not
even news any more.
A mere global pandemic is not likely to revive the old world. But with
live music essentially verboten for the
foreseeable future, what is there to
do but act like there is still a chance
people will remember paying for music one clump at a time, rather than
15 bucks a month for on-tap access
to everything ever? Not long ago, I
wrote that what we once called “payola” is now what we call “the music
industry.” An update: what we once
called “busking” is what we now call
“the music industry.”
Live music still kicks in the Hudson Valley, as several of our stoutest
venues present programs of archival
performances, musicians continue to
stream live and prerecorded shows
and, most of all, Bandcamp and
SoundCloud swell with new releases
like bellies swelled with babies after the boys got home from the war
(more on that later this month).
My observations suggest that the
pace of virtual performance is slowing slightly as people nervously await
word on the return of some kind public life, the timing and exact nature of
which remain alarmingly uncertain.
It’s not all on you, but do what you
can. Get some local music product in
you this month. Here are a few places
to start:

The Falcon on Facebook Live
Our premiere jazz, blues, roots and
world venue, the two-stage beauty
that is the Falcon is maintaining an
aggressive schedule of streaming archival shows on Facebook Live. The
lineup of shows this week reminds
us of the caliber of talent the venue
routinely books. On Wednesday,
May 6 at 8, the Falcon plays a 2009

ERIN MACCHIAROLI

Toshi Seeger.

performance by Julian Lage, one of
the world’s most admired living guitarists, a former child prodigy who
has, if anything, exceeded those outlandish expectations in his maturity.
On Saturday, May 9, it’s a Falcon
regular, guitarist Oz Noy, accompanied by two of New York City’s most
revered sidemen, Will Lee and Anton Fig. The streams keep streaming. so stay up to date at www.liveatthefalcon.com.

Bearsville Uncut, Facebook
Live, Saturdays at 8 p.m.
Albert Grossman’s legendary barn
theater has some archives, too. As the
recently sold and renovated theater
deals with a nerve-wracking delay
in its grand reopening, it dips into
the vault for recorded shows by Tony
Levin, Robbie Dupree, the Roches
and many others. Check out @Bearsvillecenter on Facebook to see what’s
next. Also note that these shows head
straight for YouTube after the initial
streaming, so you can catch up any
time you want.
Colony Open Mic Online
The thriving boutique venue on
Rock City Road hosted a hopping
Monday night open mic (Woodstock
is known to have some pretty deep reserves of talent -- every plumber had
a major label deal at one time or another) and the community is not going gentle into that good quarantine.
Head over to https://www.facebook.
com/groups/851440375281157/.
You submit a video performance of
under four minutes via WeTransfer,
and you get the virtual stage. Great
idea, guys.

Andy Stack’s The 5 O’clock Mix
Talented songwriter, guitarist and
producer Andy Stack has come up
with a novel and welcome alternative to the barebones live solo performance. At 5 o’clock each weeknight,
Stack invites the world into the studio, and, really, right his Pro Tools
sessions as he plays, and plays back,
music he is working on, discusses the
art and science of recording and reflects in the mysteries of the creative
process. Find it at @buffalostack on
Instagram.
Winnebago Vacation live,
Friday, May 8, 9:00 p.m.
The New Paltz-stationed indie rock
project Winnebago Vacation released
the luminous Camp Somewhere in
2019. It’s quite a different sound than
Eli Frank’s other notable local band,
the downhill glee punk of Top Nachos. Eli takes it live on Friday, May
8 at 9 p.m. at @rbbcradio on Instagram.
Radio Woodstock and
USB Sofa Sessions,
Thursday, May 7, 7 p.m.
Radio Woodstock and Ulster Savings Bank keep the at home live music shows going this week with a night
of mini sets by Kate Yeager a 7 p.m.,
piano-based songwriter Luis Mojica
at 7:20, and New Paltz’s man of many
hats Michael Hollis, featuring Jeremy
Boniello (Ark-Tones, etc.), at 7:40.
The Restless Age,
Live on Scanner.FM,
Sunday, May 10, 2 p.m.
The inventive, supertight, and genuinely restless guitar-free pop rock
trio of Will Bryant, Lee Falco, and

Brandon Morrison performs live on
Barcelona’s ScannerFM’s Facebook
page on Sunday, May 10 at 2 p.m. It’s
almost like traveling! https://www.
facebook.com/scannerFM/

Love in the Time of Quarantine
International Drag Performance
on YouTube, Friday, May 8
Drag couple Strawberry (of New
Paltz’s Haus of Peculiar) and Mauve
(from Alberta) host and international drag spectacular on YouTube
on Friday, May 8 at 9 p.m. The adventurous lineup features a dozen
performers the USA, Canada, and
South Korea.
Clearwater’s Mother’s Day Tribute
to Toshi Seeger, Sunday, May 10
This twelve-hour Mother’s Day
virtual tribute concert honors the
late Toshi Seeger. Curated by a favorite Clearwater Festival performer,
Fred Gillen Jr., it runs from 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m.
Performers and presenters include:
David and Jacob Bernz, Laura Bowman, Tom Breiding, Sarah Browne,
Kitama Cahill-Jackson, Julie Corbalis, John Cronin, Moraya DeGeare,
KJ Denhert, Emma’s Revolution, Susan Fisher Wright, Lori Frazer-Gross,
Fred Gillen, Jr, Shirl and Steve Kaplan of Great Blue, Manna Jo Greene,
Lisa Gutkin, Reggie Harris, Markley & Balmer, Mel and Vinnie, Rick
and Donna Nestler, Tinya Seeger,
Carolann Solebello, Spook Handy,
and Matt Turk. Explore the complete schedule and link information
here:
https://www.facebook.com/
events/3086082568081247/
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CHECK IT OUT
High Falls | history

D&H Canal virtual programs
The Delaware & Hudson (D&H)
Canal Historical Society has
launched three video series for
the public to learn more about the
D&H Canal.
Where is Our Historian? follows staff historian Bill Merchant’s exploration of the remains
of the 108-mile D&H Canal from
Honesdale, PA to the Rondout in
Kingston. The D&H Canal Virtual
Museum is a tour that highlights
the exhibits in the current museum. You can ask questions every Sunday at 2 p.m. on the D&H
Facebook Live show, Sunday Afternoons With Our Historian.
All episodes will be available
on demand on the D&H YouTube
page.
“We are encouraged by the enthusiastic response to our virtual
efforts,” said museum executive
director Jack Braunlein. “We will
continue adding new content
PROVIDED
weekly, even after our museum The D&H Canal Museum in High Falls.
reopens.”
The group has postponed opening the museum and hosting the Sunday flea market until further notice. Updates will be available at www.canalmuseum.org.
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Rhinebeck market
begins season
The Rhinebeck Farmers’ Market
began its 26th season on May 3. The
market will continue to run until December 27 at the municipal parking
lot located at 61 East Market Street in
Rhinebeck.
This season the market will have
almost 30 vendors. The new vendors this season include Sugarshack
Mushrooms from New Paltz, Darragh Studio Kombucha from Millerton, and Brit Breads from Elizaville.
Shoppers will also find fresh fruit
and vegetables, cheeses, eggs, meats,

SAUGERTIES
SENIOR HOUSING
Subsidized Housing
for Low Income
Senior Citizens

SECURE LIVING

WAITING
LIST

Call or write for an application
at the information below
155 MAIN STREET • SAUGERTIES, NY 12477

— 845-247-0612 —

FABULOUS
FURNITURE

10 minutes from Woodstock!

legal notices
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF TENTATIVE ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice of completion shall be published once
into the official newspaper of the Town and a
copy of the published Notice shall be posted on
the signboard at the entrance of the Town Clerk’s
Office stating that the assessor has completed
the tentative roll, where the roll may be examined
and when and where Grievance day will be held.
(RPTL 506, 526(1), 1526)
Notice is hereby given that the Assessor of the
Town of New Paltz, County of Ulster has completed the Tentative Assessment Roll for the current
year and that a copy has been left with the Town
Clerk at her office at 52 Clearwater Road New
Paltz, NY 12561 on May 1, 2020.
The Tentative Roll may be examined or reviewed on the Ulster County website https://
ulstercountyny.gov/real-property/assessmentrolls#.
If you need further help, please contact the
office 845-255-0103 Monday through Friday
9am-4pm.
The Board of Assessment Review will meet
on Tuesday May 26th, 2020 between the hours
of 4:00 - 8:00 p.m., by virtual meeting, in said
town, to hear and examine all complaints in relation to assessments, on the written application
of any person believing himself to be aggrieved.
This is by appointment only. Please call to schedule an appointment.
DATED: May 1, 2020
Tricia Masterson, Appointed Assessor
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the annual meeting
of the Hudler Cemetery Association, Inc. for all
plot owners will be held at the Sharp Committee
Office, 98 Main Street, Phoenicia, NY 12464, on
Wednesday, May 20, 2020, at 7:00 PM for the
purpose of electing Trustees and for any such
other business as may come before the meeting. Bylaws state unsightly items will be removed
from grave sites at the cemetery during Spring
cleanup. No alcoholic beverages are permitted
on cemetery grounds. Dated April 23, 2020,
Phileatus Winchell, Secretary/Treasurer.
LEGAL NOTICE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
of the VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held by the Historic Preservation
Commission of the Village of New Paltz, Ulster
County, State of New York, on the application of
Renzo Cinti, representing Huguenot Historical
Society (Historic Huguenot Street), 88 Huguenot
Street, to renovate the west (front) façade of the
Abraham Hasbrouck House, an HHS property located at 94 Huguenot Street in the Village of New
Paltz. The renovation will restore the front façade
to its appearance c. 1740-1825 by re-creating

the historic windows and doorways. A digital
copy of the application is available for review by
emailing the Commission secretary at hpc@villageofnewpaltz.org.
The public hearing will take place at the regular monthly meeting of the Village Historic Preservation Commission, to be held remotely via Zoom
on Monday, May 18, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. Owing to
the novel coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic, and
the federal, State, and County declarations of
emergency, no public attendance is allowed at
the public hearing. Interested parties may view
the meeting live and make written comments in
real time by going to the following web address:
https://youtu.be/UlLEflLSU4w
Public comments concerning this application
may also be submitted in writing to, and received
by, the Commission secretary at hpc@villageofnewpaltz.org prior to the opening of the public
hearing.
The Village of New Paltz will make every effort
to ensure that the public hearing is accessible to
persons with disabilities. Anyone requiring special assistance and/or reasonable accommodations should contact the Commission secretary
at least five days prior to the hearing date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Village of Saugerties Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on May 13, 2020 at 6:30 pm. Due to the
COVID19 pandemic and the Governor’s Executive
Order 202 regarding open meetings, this meeting is being held via Webex. The Webex connection information is https://villageofsaugerties.
my.webex.com/join/bmurphy or call it toll free
1-408-418-9388 Access Code: 797 457 420.
The purpose of the public hearing is to receive
comment on the Special Use application for Regina Marcucci and Brett Melchin, 172 Burt Street,
Saugerties.
Copies of the application and plans are available from the Clerk’s office. All interested parties
will be heard.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Saugerties Town Planning Board will meet for a SPECIAL MEETING on Wednesday May 13, 2020
at 7:00 p.m. via a virtual meeting using WEBEX
by Cisco, the participation link will be available
upon written request to the Planning Board Secretary, Becky Bertorelli, via email: Bbertorelli@
saugerties.ny.us. The Board will be discussing a
“NOTICE OF INTENT” received from ULSTER
COUNTY PLANNING BOARD regarding the installation of a PUBLIC RADIO SAFETY TOWER
on QUARRY ROAD.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWN OF SAUGERTIES
PLANNING BOARD
C. HOWARD POST, CHAIRMAN
LEGAL NOTICE
SECTION 00020
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Town of Saugerties invites the submission
of Individual Sealed Bid Proposals for performing the work entitled, “Saugerties– Project No.

D17-106 S” located in the Town of Saugerties,
Ulster County, New York. The Town is accepting
Individual Sealed Bid Proposals to be mailed to
the Supervisor’s Office at the Saugerties Town
Hall, 4 High Street, Saugerties, New York 12477
until 10:30 A.M. prevailing time on 21 May 2020.
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic The Town of Saugerties is also accepting Individual digital bids to
be emailed to the Town’s Clerk’s Office at lstanley@saugerties.ny.us no later than the bid due
date and time with a delivery and read receipt.
All bids will be publicly opened/read using an online type open session. Any bid received after the
time and date stated above shall be returned to
the bidder, unopened. Emails received past the
due date and time will also be disregarded.
The Contract Documents may be examined
only by appointment at the following location:
Praetorius and Conrad, P.C.
74 Main Street
Saugerties, NY 12477
The project generally consists of the following:
Design/Build additions and /or alterations of the
existing fire sprinkler system. Digital copies of
the Contract Documents may be obtained from
Praetorius and Conrad, P.C., 74 Main Street,
Saugerties, New York 12477 at no charge. Hard
copy documents can also be obtained upon payment of a fee of $25.00 for each set. Partial sets
of Contract Documents will not be available. Neither the owner nor the Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Contract Documents,
including any addenda, obtained from other
sources. Checks for hard copy
documents shall be made payable to Praetorius and Conrad, P.C.
The Town of Saugerties reserves the right to
reject any or all Bids, to waive any informalities
for any Bid, and to accept any Bid which is in the
best interest of the Town of Saugerties.
The Owner and Engineer will conduct an optional Pre-Bid Site visit by appointment only for all
plan holders on 14 May 2020, stating at 9 am until 3 pm on an hourly schedule. Plan holders shall
call/email their interest of scheduling the visit.
By Order Of: Town of Saugerties, Fred Costello, Supervisor
LEGAL NOTICE
BRIDGE CLOSING
ULSTER COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS
Ulster County Bridge #7, the Boodle Hole
Bridge located on Boodle Hole Road crossing the
Rochester Creek, in the Town of Rochester will
be closed to all through traffic effective Wednesday, May 13, 2020 to facilitate the rehabilitation
of the bridge deck and the floorsystem. Traffic
may use Mettacahonts Road south 2.95 miles to
NYS Route 209; NYS Route 209 west 0.80 miles
to Queens Highway; Queens Highway north 2.20
miles to Boodle Hole Road.
By Order of Thomas H. Jackson, Jr. Commissioner of Public Works
LEGAL NOTICE
ASSISTANCE PROJECT FOR 2020-2021 FIS-

CAL YEAR
PUBLIC NOTICE 5311 CAPITAL & OPERATING ASSISTANCE PROJECT FOR 20202021 FISCAL YEAR
Public notice is hereby made that Ulster
County is applying for federal and state financial
assistance to administer and maintain a public
transit program including late evening and early
morning commuter service for rural and urban
areas in Ulster County and connecting service to
Orange and Dutchess Counties. The transportation service will be available to the general public
during all hours of operation. The program is expected to be financed by Federal Section 5311
public transportation funds with additional funds
to be provided from New York State Department
of Transportation and Ulster County funds.
The total federal share is expected to be
$368,000.00 for operating and $1,581,092.00
for capital for a total of $1,949,092.00. Comments on the proposed project are invited from
the general public, private bus and taxi companies, other public transportation providers and
human service agencies. Interested parties may
comment on the project or obtain more details
about the project by writing to: Sajaa Ahmed,
Acting Director of Public Transportation, 1 Danny Circle, Kingston, NY 12401, phone number:
(845) 340-5502. The project is available for review at the Ulster County Transit Center, 1 Danny
Circle, Kingston, NY 12401, phone number:
(845) 340-3333.
The projects are as follows:
Operating Expenses -Wages and Other Expenses 1/1/2020 through 12/31/2021
1– 26’ Low Floor Cutaway Bus Purchase
4 - 35’ Low Floor Transit Diesel Bus Purchases
Human service agencies that receive assistance from other federal agencies for non-emergency transportation services are encouraged to
participate and coordinate with the provider in
the planning, design and delivery of transportation services. Agencies may obtain copies of the
service proposal and submit proposals for service coordination. Private bus and taxi operators
may request copies of the project service description from the above-named person and may
submit comments on the service as described.
If you wish to comment on any aspect of the
proposed project, submit a proposal or a request
for service coordination or request a public hearing on the project, you must make your interest
known in writing within ten days of the date of this
publication and provide your comments within
ten days of your receipt of the project service description. Your requests and/or comments must
be forwarded to the above-named person. If
there are no changes to this program of projects,
this notice will be the final program of projects. If
there are any changes to the program, a public
notice will be reissued for the amended program.
LEGAL NOTICE
CCD will hold a Zoom meeting on Monday May
11th at 6pm. To be a part of the meeting, reach
out to info@woodstockny.org to request the
zoom meeting link.
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The Stone Ridge Library.

Stone Ridge | place

Library board cancels fair
The Stone Ridge library trustees have cancelled the 75th annual library fair scheduled for
early June. “We know how important an event it
is,” said board president Susanne Warren. “But the
safety of our neighbors, our volunteers and our
staff comes first.”
The library is considering an event this fall that
might include a plant or book sale that mimics the
fair, but on a smaller scale.
The library is now closed with some programs
being held remotely. And although the library is
not currently lending physical items, many of its
services are available online at www.stoneridgeli-

brary.org.
Library director Jody Ford said the library is
moving ahead with staff training and renovation projects. A new front circulation desk, in the
planning stages for months, continues to move
forward. Construction is scheduled to start in the
summer.
“We are beginning to think about how we will
open the building once the governor lifts the directive to work from home,” Ford said in her
monthly report. The stoppage of work is now set
to last until May 15 when governor Andrew Cuomo will revisit the question.
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via electronic media – whereby the
public can continue to engage with
art, music, theater, dance, film, literature and history.
We may not be able to climb all over
Opus 40 in Saugerties right now, but
the sculpture park’s executive director, Caroline Crumpacker, is making
sure that visitors to its website will be
surprised and delighted by the links
they can find there providing access
to recorded performances and workshops. She’s among a group of leaders of mid-Hudson cultural organizations who recently collaborated to
produce and host a video describing
what each is doing to continue bringing arts-related services to audiences
stuck at home.
Viewable at https://youtu.be/
03S6LuyGfpk, the video includes
messages from the directors of Unison Arts in New Paltz, Time & Space
Limited in Hudson, Radio Woodstock/WDST, Art OMI in Ghent, the
Roosevelt/Vanderbilt National Historic Sites in Hyde Park, the Lumberyard in Catskill and the Frances
Lehman Loeb Arts Center at Vassar
College in Poughkeepsie. Check it
out and find out what you might have
been missing lately – and visit the
website of your favorite cultural venues to get reconnected!
— Frances Marion Platt

Jessica Rice

Beautiful Images Hair Salon
123 Boices Lane, Kingston, NY 12401
Makeup: 845-309-6860
www.jessicamitzi.com

charcuterie,
condiments,
baked
goods, prepared foods, plants, fresh
and dried flowers, wine, beer, hard cider and spirits. Local distiller Harvest
Spirits will have hand sanitizer available for purchase!
For information, visit www.rhinebeckfarmersmarket.com.

Video message from midHudson arts providers provides
updates of online offerings
Cultural organizations have been
hit hard by the COVID-19 lockdown,

TLK

LLC

since art is something that people
usually prefer to enjoy in groups in a
public setting. Arts and humanities

venues in our region, as elsewhere,
have been rising to the challenge by
coming up with new ways – mostly

Pay a friend back
instantly, from anywhere

Everyone
Likes To

$PIN

Use Rondout Savings Bank’s SPIN mobile banking
service to send money instantly from your checking
account to a friend’s bank debit card.

Portable
Toilet
Rentals

Pine-scented
green • Rosescented pink
Carmel • White
Blue • Gray
Red and blue
Handicap
accessible

Quick
& Easy
Checking

Friend

Enter Amount
$25.00
What is this for?

CONTINUE

Safe &
Secure

Learn More at RondoutBank.com

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com
Having an event?

Weekends • Weekly • Monthly

Money Sent In
Real-Time

Lunch

845-658-8766 • 845-417-6461
845-706-7197

Sporting Events • Concerts • Street
Festivals • Parks • Construction/
Building Sites • Public Areas

Hair: 845-383-1852
www.beautifulimageshairsalon.com

Kingston • West Hurley • Hyde Park

(845) 331-0073 • www.RondoutBank.com

You must have a checking or savings account with Rondout
Savings Bank to use SPIN. Transfers of funds can only be sent to
accounts opened and located in the US. International transfers of
funds cannot be conducted through SPIN.
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DION OGUST

Brent Robinson and Tom Newton.

Reweirding the world
‘We don’t see
publishing as business
but more as art’
By Paul Smart

B

rent Robison and Tom
Newton follow their
own muses, along with
their individual recognition that something inside each man dictates a
need to create fiction. The two writers
came to a decision to create books, to
print literature, via their new Woodstock-based Recital Publishing after
they got together several years back
and found they had similar interests.
They started producing literary podcasts, of their own and others’ work,
under The Strange Recital, “a podcast
about fiction that questions the nature of reality.”
Like the heady sort of work that
drew Robison and Newton together
in the first place, the means by which
their Recital experiments and business grew involved happenstance and
shared concerns.
Robison – who’s been writing short
stories, and more recently novels
and novellas, since he was a teenager
-- started his first publishing entity,
Bliss Plot Press, in 2001 (he placed
an ad in Woodstock Times looking for
writers on 9/11), and printed his first
regional literary journal collection
Prima Materia the following year.

Over the next years, Robison ended
up publishing a total of eight books –
including Simone Felice’s first novella, a collection of his own short stories, a novella by Djelloul Marbrook,
a collection of essays on masks written with his wife, noted maskmaker
Wendy Drolma, and several other
editions of Prima Materia – before
the publisher realized he wasn’t getting his own writing done.
Which he has since been doing with
spirit, having since finished his first
novel, Ponckhockie Union, enough
new short stories for another upcoming collection, and another novel in
the works.
Plus his venture into podcasting.
“Through mutual acquaintances
I had connected with a guy who
worked with an audio book group
based in Georgia who were looking
for writers, but that project ended up
going nowhere,” Robison explained of
the lateral move that ended up in The
Strange Recital’s creation. “Then I
met Tom Newton through Facebook,
reviewed the novella he published
as an e-book through Bloomsbury,
Warfilm, and we started meeting for
coffee.”
Newton, who came out of an earlier
life working around the punk scene in
London and ended up working in the
film industry around New York City,
and settling in the Woodstock area
some 20-plus years ago, had written
plays as a kid enamored by Shakespeare, Monty Python and his older
siblings’ philosophy-spewing friends.
Several years ago he found time on

his hands, wrote his novella, and realized he had audio skills he could
utilize in the new field of podcasting
he’d started talking about with his
new pal, Robison.
“I’ve always found myself drawn to
Borges, but also rejected the idea of
‘magical realism,’ as too restricting,”
Newton said by phone, self-quarantined in his home (as we all have
been). We talked about the ways in
which early surrealists expanded far
beyond their original sphere of interests. “I really hate to take myself too
seriously.”

Together, Robison and Newton
came up with their idea for The
Strange Recital, podcasts outside the
sorts of genre writing much of the
field has found successful. Items that
would include subtle humor, some
serious Q-and-A’s with the authors …
and a bit of music curated by Newton.
“We have fun. I had writers to bring
into the endeavor. Tom had audio capabilities,” Robison explained. “We
launched in August of 2016 and just
passed our three-and-a- half-year
mark, but having decided from the
beginning that this was not going to
Hudson Valley Author And Screenwriter

RUSSE L L PAUL L A VAL L E
Here Comes The Sun:
THE SUMMER OF ‘69

The First Novel of the Woodstock Festival

“A beautiful book with
vividly crisp descriptions, a
kaleidoscope of fascinating
characters, and its crescendo,
a small group of wayward souls
just graduated from college
arriving at Woodstock. Highly
recommended. Couldn’t put it
down.” —Amazon

Available at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and bookstores everywhere
russellpaullavalle.com
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be a money production, but strictly a
labor of love.”
The result has seen a growing body
of work, usually in the 20-minute
range, featuring a who’s who of Hudson Valley, international and even
some historic writers … all available
through pretty much all the major
podcast platforms.
“We wanted The Strange Recital to
be inclusive from the start, to not be
genre-oriented and instead get people from all over,” said Newton. “It’s
built itself up nicely and while quite
time-consuming, with me doing most
of the audio producing and Brent
handling the publisher role, it’s been
a great deal of fun.”
Whence the move back towards
print?
“I’ve always been interested in
publishing books,” Robison replied.
“Somewhere in our first year, we
spoke about putting together a collection from our podcasts. As time went
by, and we found ourselves working on our own writing, we decided,
‘Why not move to books in a similar
small way to the way we started The
Strange Recital?’”
Newton had been working on a
new collection of stories, Seven Cries
of Delight (which just won the 2019
Dactyl Foundation Literary Award),
and liked the idea of branching out.

And he trusted not only Robison’s
experience in the field, but the way
he’d been charting the changes since
he last launched a work through Bliss
Plot.
“I did know the ropes, some, even
though distribution has gotten harder,” Robison admitted. “We decided to
continue our vision.”
To beef up the look of their printon-demand publications, which started on Amazon and will soon expand
to include more bookstore-friendly
distribution, Newton brought in his
longtime London-based designer
friend Bryan Maloney, whom he’s
known since the two were 19, to design logos and book covers (he’d done
the same for the podcast’s visuals).
The results are as distinctive as the
great old Westerns and hardboiled
detective paperbacks of yore.
Both men agree that things have
stumbled since the age of viruses has
infected all business matters of late.
They’ve not been able to announce a
publication date for their next book,
The Joppenburgh Jump – a novel by
Mark Morganstern of the Rosendale
Cafe – because they’re trying to figure
out how to launch a work virtually, or
whether it’s better to wait. But they’re
still planning new publications, and
podcasts, into the future, beyond
quarantines.

Newton is finishing up his latest
short-story collection, as well as a new
novella – Revolution in Dream Time
– that Recital will publish alongside
Warfilm, whose rights he’s regained
from Bloomsbury. Then there’s Robison’s new novel and book of short
stories. Plus the two are finishing
up that anthology from the podcasts
both had spoken about.
“Last year, e-books slipped relative to paper books again,” Robison
said. “I have, and I think Tom shares,
a philosophical bias towards dealing

We’ll get through
this together
BlueWave has partnered with the Food Bank of the
Hudson Valley to support their COVID-19 response.
And when you sign up for community solar we’ll
donate an additional $150 on your behalf. Learn
more and sign up at:

start.bluewavesolar.com/foodbank
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directly with the public rather than
going through agents, editors, publishers, and the like.”
He paused. “We don’t see publishing as business but more as art. This
is all about doing what we must for
our souls to live,” he said. “We’ll just
do our best with technology, now, to
get past these present challenges.”
For more on The Strange Recital podcasts, visit thestrangerecital.com. For
more on Recital Publishing, visit recitalpublishing.com. And eventually
visit your local bookstores, again.

It !
through

the

wilderness

info@lazymeadow.com

845-688-7200
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CLASSIFIEDS
Party Planning/
Catering

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly
Rentals. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan,
Green (pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented),
Red & Blue Handicap Accessible. (We also
have a few w/sinks). Great for Construction/Building Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party
Events, etc. Call 845-658-8766, 845-4176461 or 845-706-7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

350

Commercial
Listings for Sale

Great Real Estate Opportunity. Owner
retired. 20 acres zoned industrial w/town
sewer, water, 3-phase, cable, high-speed internet. Private w/mountain view, stream. 4
miles from NYS 87, exit 20, 1 mile from
HITS, Saugerties. 2100 sq.ft. warehouse
w/office space, w/“executive” office space.
2700 sq.ft. of outbuildings. $485K w/partial
owner financing available. Contact Gregg
845-399-6670.

360

Office Space/
Commercial
Rentals

High Falls Office Space. Ground floor, directly behind the Depuy Tavern, soon to be
Canal House Museum. $700/month includes electric, does not include gas heat.
Contact John Novi 845-750-1972.
NEW PALTZ: OFFICE/PROFESSIONAL
SPACE. Large, Beautiful Soho loft-like
space w/brick walls, new floors & new large
windows. 71 Main Street, best downtown
location. Seasonal views of Mohonk. Great
light. $675/month. Call Owner 917-8383124, e-mail: steven@epicsecurity.com

360

Office Space/
Commercial
Rentals

ASHOKAN
STORE-IT
Ask About Our
Long Term Storage Discount

5x10 $40
10x15 $90

5x15 $50 10x10 $70
10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504
1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

430
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New Paltz
Rentals

SOUTHSIDE TERRACE APARTMENTS
offers semester leases for FALL 2020 and
Short-Term for the Summer! Furnished
studios, one & two bedrooms, includes heat
& hot water. Recreation facilities. Walking
distance to campus and town. 845-2557205.

NEW PALTZ GARDENS
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts.
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.
3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171

NICE UNFURNISHED ROOMS; Starting
at $485/month. Excellent location. Close
to SUNY college. All utilities included. Call
845-255-6029 or 914-474-5176, leave message.

New Paltz:
Southside
Terrace
Apartments
Year round and other
lease terms to suit
your needs available!
Free use of the:
Recreation Room, Pool, New Fitness
Center & much more!
We are now open Saturdays 10am-2pm
SPECIAL!
Receive a $100 gift card if you
move in no later than April 1, 2020
with a 1-year lease

Call 845-255-7205
for more information

450

Saugerties
Rentals

Saugerties area: 3-Bedroom Ranch.
$1500/month rent plus utilities & security.
References a must. No pets, no smoking. 5
minutes from thruway. Quiet neighborhood. Call 845 389- 0810.

601

Portable Toilet
Rentals

TLK

LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766 | 845-417-6461 | 845-706-7197

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Wee k e n d s • We e k l y • M o n t h l y

603

Tree Services

to place an ad:
contact
telephone

Call 334-8200. Hours: MWThF 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.

e-mail

classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com

website

classifieds.hudsonvalleyone.com/place-a-classified-ad

fax

Our fax-machine number is 845-334-8809 (include credit card #)

drop-off

322 Wall St., Kingston.

deadlines
phone, mail

rates

The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m.

weekly

$20 for 30 words; 20 cents for each additional word.

special
deals

$72 for four weeks (30 words); $225 for 13 weeks; $425 for 26
weeks; 800 for a year; each additional word after 30 is 20 cents per
word per week. Future credit given for cancellations, no refunds.

policy
errors
payment

reach

Proofread before submitting. No refunds will be given, but credit will
be extended toward future ads if we are responsible for any error.
Prepay with cash, check, Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

print

Almanac’s classified ads are distributed throughout the region
and are included in Woodstock Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties
Times and Kingston Times. Over 15,000 copies printed.

web

Almanac’s classified ads also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com,
part of our network of sites with more than 2.6 million unique
visitors per year.

700

Personal &
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, Strongman, Olympic Lifting Equipped* *9000
sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of turf.
Group Training Sessions - Registered Dietician - Youth Programs - Personal Training.
120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call Today
845-853-8189.

702

LAWLESS
TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING

ALLEN
LAWLESS • 845-247-2838
SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK
CELL.: 845-399-9659

615

Hunting/Fishing
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. Transfers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90
Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

695

Professional
Services

*Jessica Rice*; Beautiful Images Hair Salon, 123 Boices Lane, Kingston. Hair- 845383-1852; www.beautifulimageshairsalon.
com Makeup- 845-309-6860; www.jessicamitzi.com
GBM TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
INC. Professional Moving and Delivery.
Residential/Commercial. Local and N.Y.C.
Metro areas. N.Y.S. Dot T 12467, Shandaken, N.Y. Call 845-688-2253.

710

Organizing/
Decorating/
Refinishing

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER/HOUSEKEEPER. Help w/everyday problems, special projects; clutter, paperwork, moving,
gardening & personal assistant. Affordable.
Fully Insured, Confidentiality Assured.
MargotMolnar.com; Masters Psychology,
former CEO, Certified Hospice Volunteer.
margotmolnar1@gmail.com
(845)6796242.

715

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713
or (845) 679-8932

717

Caretaking/
Home
Management

Art Services

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming,
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood for
Sale. (845)255-7259. Residential, Municipalities.

FULLY INSURED

COUNTRY CLEANERS

Homes & Offices • Insured & Bonded

720

Painting/Odd
Jobs

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen
mounting, light hauling/delivery, cleanouts. Second home caretaking. All small/
medium jobs considered. Versatile, trustworthy, creative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix
It. 845-616-7999.
NYS DOT T-12467

Incorporated 1985

Cleaning Services

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845658-2073.
CLEAN UPS, CLEAN OUTS. Indoor/Outdoor. Junk & debris removal. Estates prepared for Moving and Sale. (845)688-2253.

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery
• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253

ULSTER PUBLISHING POLICY
It is illegal for anyone to: ...Advertise or make any statement that indicates a limitation or preference based on race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, familial status, handicap (disability), age, marital status or sexual orientation. Also, please be advised that
language that indicates preference (i.e. “working professionals,” “single or couple,” “mature...professional,” etc.) is considered to
be discriminatory. To avoid such violations of the Fair Housing Law, it is best to describe the apartment to be rented rather than
the person(s) the advertiser would like to attract. This prohibition against discriminatory advertising applies to single family and
owner-occupied housing that is otherwise exempt from the Fair Housing Act.
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Almanac Weekly | The Night Sky

Farewell, my lovely
It’s almost over. Venus has
been dazzling and delighting us
for months now, the best apparition of the evening star since
2004. It’s still amazingly bright
in the northwest during the first
couple of hours after sunset. It’s
hard to believe that this will now
change so rapidly.
As darkness falls each evening
during the next few weeks, Venus will get lower and lower. In
just three weeks it will be gone for
keeps. But before it vanishes, it
can show us some amazing things
about our solar system.
We all know that the sun and
the Moon set in the west. We also
know that the point of sunset and
moonset shifts position. The sun
always sets at its rightmost spot on
the horizon -- in the west northwest -- on June 21. It can never set
further to the right than that, not
even in a billion years. Meanwhile,
other solar system bodies have
slants or tilts to their orbits, and
on rare occasions can set further
north than the sun ever gets.
That’s what Venus is doing now
and will continue to do until it
vanishes in late May. Look out
your west or north facing window
at 9 or 10 p.m. There’s unmistakably brilliant Venus. Notice how
far to the right it appears. It sets
almost exactly in the northwest, at a place the sun never reaches. It’s where even
the moon only manages to occupy during a single year of its 18.61-year orbital
cycle, a position it last exhibited in 2006 and won’t occupy again until 2024.
This is happening because Venus is not only passing through the most northerly part of the zodiac, but is also several degrees north of its average position,
displaying the full 3.4-degree tilt to its orbit.
I don’t want this to get too technical. The main points are: enjoy the evening
star because we’re about to lose it, and the sky will be much lonelier once it’s
gone. And secondly, enjoy the rare sight of a brilliant solar system object in a

Gary Buckendorf

NEED EXTERIOR PAINTING?

I want to keep Social Distance
I WORK ALONE
Many references in Catskill area and Manhattan
garybuckendorf@gmail.com

917-593-5069

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,
All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured
Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig

845-331-4966/249-8668

Visit my website: Haberwash.com
www.facebook.com/Haberwash

QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980
• Int. & Ext. Painting
• Power Washing
• Sheetrock &
Plaster Repair
• Free Estimates
Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured • ritaccopainting.com

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal,
Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors
and property managers for 20 years. One
call, it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts.
845-247-7365. GarysHauling.com

HANDYALL SERVICES:
*Carpentry,
*Plumbing, *Electrical, *Painting, *Excavating & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. Trees cut.
Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small
jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates.
References available. (845)616-7470.

Plumbing,
Heating,
AC & Electric

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.
www.stoneridgeelectric.com

• Standby Generators • LED Lighting
• Service Upgrades

• Landscape Lighting

• Emergency Service • Wiring for Pools
Available
& Spas

Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

e w Emergency Generators r y
LICENSED
331-4227
INSURED

740

760

Gardening/
Landscaping

Paramount
Earthworks

Landscaping & Excavation

Building Services

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals.
We have Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pinescented), pink (rose-scented), red & blue
handicap accessible. (We also have a few w/
sinks). Great for Construction/Building
Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call
845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-7067197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

s Interiors & Remodeling Inc
Ted’From
Walls to Floors,

.

English Handyman, mature, friendly, experienced, reliable, educated. Painting, woodwork, repairs, etc. Also maintenance, management and pre-sale consultation. Quick
response 917-364-2157.

725

very unusual place. It’s one of the odd times when you can see a planet out your
north-facing window.
One more thing. Only now does Venus look interesting through binoculars
or a small telescope. It displays a crescent shape that grows narrower yet larger
with each passing evening. Strange lunatic stuff, best observed during twilight
rather than a black background. It’s as though our sister planet is prepping us
for its oddest behavior of all before vanishing when it crosses the face of the sun
on June 5.
— Bob Berman

Ceilings to Doors,
Decks, Siding,
Additions & More

Reliable, dependable & insured

845-591-8812

tedsinteriors@gmail.com
HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry,
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting,

Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,
Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.
Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

William (845) 401-6637

950

Animals

Look who’s being cared for at Saugerties
Animal Shelter! We have such loving adult
cats & kittens just waiting to become part of
your family. MORE: 1-2 yr old marble tiger
cat boy. He was found as a stray. More is super sweet! Remember: 2 kittens aren’t twice
as much fun as 1 kitten; they’re 10 times the
fun! Also- They’ll always have each other as
company. And- you will receive twice the
love! If you’re interested in adopting a kitten, this is a perfect time to meet the adorable, lively kittens at Saugerties Animal
Shelter. Kitten season is almost all year
long!! Teenage kittens are between 10-14
months old. That time-frame can vary as
each kitten is an individual. These are the
DOGS at Saugerties Animal Shelter. Please
come meet them & see who could be your
new love. MOLLY: super sweet, spayed,
7-year old Pittie Lab girl. She’s good w/larger dogs but no cats, please. Molly’s tail never
stops wagging! LILY: sweet & shy, tan &
white, 4-year old brindle Pittie mix girl who
needs a quiet home. Since we care about ev-

eryone’s safety, especially during this health
crisis, the shelter is open by appointment
only. Appointments are available for Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Please
call 845-679-0339 to make an appointment
to meet your new love! Saugerties Animal
Shelter - 1765 NY-212, Saugerties, NY 12477.
(SAS is located behind the transfer station.)

960

Pet Care

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT?
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or outbuilding? Would you like to consider having
feral cats? You can help cats in need who
will help keep your barn, etc. free of rodents.
The cats will be neutered/spayed and up to
date w/shots. Please call the Woodstock
Feral Cat Project at 347-258-2725.

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits
for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392
LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

Check us out
on Facebook!
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Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks regardless of condition. Junk cars removed.
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

