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Publisher’s note:
Heartened by the display of sup-
port from our audience, we are pleased 
to announce the next step in our re-
covery plan, a weekly print edition of 
Hudson Valley One. The first issue will 
appear on a limited number of local 
newsstands and will be sent to all mail 
subscribers on June 3.

During the suspension of print 
publication for the last two months, 
we have been putting all our edito-
rial energies into HV1, our digital 
product. As with everything we do, 
we’re doing the best we can afford to 
do. Feedback has been very positive. 
Gratifyingly, our readership commu-
nity has been willing to accept this 
medium of quality journalism at a 
time when that’s all that’s available. 
We want now to reward their toler-

ance by also making available what 
we do in newsprint form.

Where it all goes from here we hon-
estly don’t know. We’ve experimented 
with what we do on HV1, and will con-
tinue to do so.  When it comes to new 
forms and new ideas, this pandemic is 
a time of ferment. It’s also a time of op-
portunity.

In that regard, the present time is 
reminiscent of when we first started 
Woodstock Times in the early 1970s. 
A lot of good things can happen when 
they say that by traditional standards 
you don’t know what you’re doing.

I expect that what will emerge will 
be a different journalism, a mixture of 
old and new ways of providing mean-
ingful information to a local audience, 
a mélange of the classical and the 
modern.

You may know how this story will end. 
We don’t. We only promise always to do 
the best we can.

— Geddy Sveikauskas

Our publisher taking proper 
precautions.
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Region | schools

Not too much fun
Local school districts 
face big budgetary 
headaches this year

By Crispin Kott

A
s school districts 
across the state grap-
ple with the repercus-
sions of the pandemic, 
presidents of four lo-
cal school boards – 

Saugerties, Onteora, Kingston and 
New Paltz -- are struggling to steady 
their ships in financially perilous wa-
ters. So much has changed. So much 
is changing. The next year is going to 
be a very tough one

Adapting to the closure of schools 
through the remainder of the 2019-
20 academic year has taken a consid-
erable amount of administrative time 
and focus. School boards are now 
working with other changes, none of 
which are more essential then deter-
mining their operating budgets for 
the next school year. Governor An-
drew Cuomo has told districts there 
may be a need for significant cuts in 
state aid. 

School officials are having to craft 
a range of scenarios, including some 
that they dread choosing. 

“We’re planning as we go along 
here,” said Robert Thomann, presi-
dent of the Saugerties school board. 
“We’ve been taking cues from our 
business official, and right now every-
thing is an estimate. We’re estimating 
what we’re going to get cut by the 
state. And it’s difficult, because you’ve 
got to put up a budget only days be-
fore you’ll find out what your funding 
is actually going to be. And I think it 
creates a lot of stress or people like 
the superintendent and a central of-
fice staff that are working on this. It 
can’t be too much fun.”

While some districts are still put-
ting their budgets together, the On-
teora board adopted its spending 
plan for the 2020-21 school year last 
week. The proposed $54.67-million 
budget calls for a spending increase 
of just under one percent, with a local 
tax levy increase of 2.56 percent. 

Board president Laurie Osmond 
stressed that the spending plan was 
put together prior to the arrival of Co-
vid 19. It’s a different world now. 

“We did adopt the budget with a 
clear understanding that this is the 
budget that we had planned on be-
fore the pandemic,” she said. “I don’t 
think anyone really knows what to 
expect. We’ve all heard the governor 
talk about cuts of perhaps up to 50 
percent. The governor stressed how 
important federal aid is going to be, 
and I would hope the federal govern-
ment recognizes that it has a role to 
play in all of this. That would be nice.”

The Kingston schools last week ad-
opted a $187.43-million budget that 
includes a tax-levy increase of 3.66 
percent. School officials are hoping 
to bridge a two-million-dollar gap by 
using a portion of its fund balance. A 
public hearing on the proposed bud-
get is scheduled for Monday, June 1. 

Kingston school board president 

James Shaughnessy said that the dis-
trict is trying to prepare for any even-
tuality. “Look-back” dates in the state 

budget adopted in early April could 
result in cuts should revenues not 
meet projections, something that’s 

being widely anticipated. 
“The district is always careful in 

its spending; we will continue to be 
very vigilant,” said Shaughnessy. “The 
board of education endeavors to bal-
ance the needs of our students with 
our community’s values and their 

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

Local school board presidents, 
talk about the COVID-19 crisis 
and the upcoming school board 
election and budget vote. Pictured 
is the Onteora Junior-Senior High 
School.

The school board election and budget vote will be held on June 9 via 
absentee ballot.

◆ Renovations
◆ New Construction
◆ General 

Contracting
◆	Custom Homes
◆	Additions/

Remodels

Dave Hahne
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Rob Foley
845.853.2265
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ability to pay. We will present a budget 
that maintains student programs and 
is at or below the tax-levy limit.  We 
will double the amount of reserve 
funds to reduce the tax levy. We want 
to preserve jobs; any staff reductions 
will be through attrition. We trust the 
community will support our budget. 
as it has in the past.”

The New Paltz district is still re-
viewing its 2020-21 budget, said 
school board president Michael 
O’Donnell. “We expect the portion of 
revenue we receive from New York 
State to decline in both the short and 
long term,” O’Donnell said. “Func-
tionally, that means we’ll have to scale 
back the budget we were considering 
in March, and we’ll need to prepare to 
make further adjustments through-
out the school year.”

An absentee-ballot election 
There’s no time to lose. School-

board elections and district budget 
votes will be held by absentee ballot 
on Tuesday, June 9. School districts 
have been charged with sending out 
ballots to registered voters, which 
must take place soon after this Mon-
day’s deadline for school-board can-
didates in Kingston, that’s around 
33,000 ballots.

“Every registered voter will receive 
a ballot with a postage-paid return 
envelope,” said Shaughnessy. “Ballots 
will be hand-counted.  Past elections 
have cost the district approximately 
$13,000. This election will cost as 
much as $100,000, a significant 
amount of money.”

Onteora is still unsure of what the 
election will cost, said Osmond, but 
the district is getting ballots out to 
the voters as required. 

“We’re following the guidance,” she 
said. “The district is required to no-
tify voters in the district of the elec-
tion and also have to send them an 
absentee ballot with a prepaid return 
envelope. I don’t know what the cost 
of that is, but right now districts are 
looking at having their funding cut by 
the state, and any unplanned cost is 
significant. But the district is comply-
ing.”

Thomann said he’s unsure how the 
Saugerties turnout will be impacted 
by the absentee voting. 

School board election
Voters in New Paltz will elect two 

members to the Board of Educa-
tion for three-year terms, commenc-
ing July 1, 2020 and expiring June 
30, 2023.  The candidates who an-

nounced they are running include: 
Brian Cournoyer, Allison Lauchaire, 
Edgar Rodriguez and Teresa Thomp-
son.

In Saugerties, three candidates are 
running for three open seats. The 
candidates are: Krista Barringer, Su-
san Gage and Timothy Wells. 

As of this writing, complete school 
board candidate information was 
not available from Onteora and the 
Kingston school districts. Shaugh-
nessy said that vice-president Pris-
cilla Lowe and Nora Scherer had 
announced their intent to run for re-
election to the KCSD Board of Educa-
tion; the Rev. James Childs, Jr. is also 

nearing the end of his current term. 
In Onteora, Osmond said that Ben-

net Ratcliffe was planning to run 
again, but was unsure about fellow 
incumbent Robert Burke Warren. 

Returning to school
Local school boards are also look-

ing ahead at what school might look 
like when students return from sum-
mer break in September, with dis-
tricts considering numerous scenari-
os based on what is happening with 
the pandemic. 

“The district administration has 
begun to plan for schools to reopen in 
September,” said Shaughnessy. “The 

We’ll get through 
this together

BlueWave has partnered with the Food Bank of the 
Hudson Valley to support their COVID-19 response. 
And when you sign up for community solar we’ll 
donate an additional $150 on your behalf. Learn 
more and sign up at:

start.bluewavesolar.com/foodbank
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most important concern is always the 
safety of our students and staff.  The 
novel coronavirus is not going to dis-
appear. Our plans will be designed to 
prevent the spread of the Covid 19 
illness.  We will follow the guidance 
of our medical and public-health ex-
perts.  We will emphasize wellness 
and hygiene. 

There will be stringent disinfection 
of the facilities, he said. “I don’t have 
expertise to say what those measures 
might be,” he added, “and I will leave 
it to our school administration to an-
nounce them as they are developed.”

Regardless of what happens in 
September, Shaughnessy stressed 
that the Kingston schools will seek 
to minimize stress within its diverse 
community as much as possible.

“We know this is an extreme crisis 
for our community, state, and coun-
try,” he said. “People have lost jobs. 
and are in very precarious financial 
positions.  Families are insecure in 
their access to food and the perma-
nency of their housing. Access to relief 
is stymied by overwhelming demand 
and breakdowns in systems.  When 
parents are in crisis, children are in 
crisis. We will continue our efforts to 
feed our students and continue our 
partnerships with city, county, and 
community organizations.  We will 
be prepared for anxiety, trauma, and 
other manifestations of impaired 
mental health, both before and when 
our students return to school.”

Osmond said that Onteora’s geog-
raphy means it’s left to consider what 
social distancing might mean beyond 
the classroom. “We’re a district of 
something like 289 square miles, one 
of the largest school district in New 
York,” she said. “How do you socially 
distance on a school bus? Do you take 

the temperature of every child before 
they get on the bus and have the bus 
run delayed by 45 minutes to an hour, 
knowing that temperature alone is 
not an indication of whether or not 
you have Covid? Do you increase your 
bus run, which is not feasible budget-
arily? There’s so many questions.”

O’Donnell said that New Paltz was 
considering a range of possibilities 
with the understanding that things 
are likely to change. 

“We are planning for a range of 
plausible scenarios for the fall while 
recognizing that we need to develop 
some level of comfort with uncertain-
ty,” he said. 

Osmond said there were many 
questions about how the school days 
might look and how education might 
be delivered. She expressed some op-
timism. There is also the potential for 
this situation to yield positive chang-
es in public education, too. 

“The silver lining is we adapt,” she 
said. “This gives us a chance to look 

at the old normal and ask if it made 
any sense. Public education is a bu-
reaucracy. A lot of times things that 
happen in a bureaucracy don’t always 
make sense, it’s just the way we’ve al-
ways done it. Hopefully, the silver lin-
ing is that we can really try to look at 
things with fresh eyes all around.”

Assessing the governor
The job the governor has done in 

addressing public education during 
the pandemic received mixed re-
views. Thomann said that Cuomo’s 
guidance has been lacking. 

“On any given day the governor 
makes a pronouncement, and then 
State Ed has to catch up and try to 
provide something,” he said. “There’s 
been very little guidance from the 

governor. There have been pro-
nouncements but very little guidance. 
And this is really on the back of local 
school districts. He’s good at charging 
us with things to do, but he’s not so 
good at giving us the guidance about 
how to do it.” 

Osmond was less critical, though 
she did share concerns about the re-
cent partnership between the state 
and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation for next year.  “I’ve been very 
happy with Cuomo’s response to ev-
erything,” she said. “But the idea of 
bringing Bill and Melinda Gates into 
the educational system, I think State 
Ed. should have a say. There are just 
so many more questions than there 
are answers.”
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Woodstock | community

A course of his own
Woodstock-area artist 
celebrates his birthday 
by raising awareness 
for local charities

by Nick Henderson

S
idelined by the pan-
demic, a local artist ran 
a course of his own to 
help raise awareness for 
local charities. Michael 
Hunt chose May 10, his 

50th birthday, to run the one-mile 
loop around his Holly Hills neighbor-
hood 26.2 times.

“I couldn’t get out of the habit,” said 
Hunt.

Hunt, who is president of the 
Friends of the Woodstock Library 
and is home-schooling hiss children, 
was set to run the Paris Marathon 
April 5 with Friends vice-president 
Claudia Gahagan and spend time 
with family in Nice. Covid 19 derailed 
those plans, so he decided to make a 
marathon out of the neighborhood 
loop that had become part of his daily 
routine.

“It just feels like we’re all alive I 
didn’t want to quit the training,” said 
Hunt, who has run 16 marathons in-
cluding in New York City, Los Ange-
les and Honolulu. “I wanted to let ev-
eryone know how weird Woodstock is 
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Michael Hunt.
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by doing weird stuff like this.”
Hunt admitted he’s not the fastest 

runner, having finished his Mother’s 

Day run in a respectable 5 hours 29 
minutes.

Not having large crowds cheer was 

the biggest change with this make-
shift marathon. “When you come off 
the 59th Street Bridge and you hear 
that roar, that’s great,” he said.

The laps with his family and others 
helped him through this most recent 
event. “They were the best laps, with 
the people. It was those people who 
helped me forget about the numbers 
game,” he said.

Liistening to music helped him pass 
the time and forget about how many 
more laps he had to go. “I looked up 
songs that were over ten minutes. It’s 
all a mind game,” he said.

Hunt compared the run to the game 
of Pac-Man. “I feel like I had to gob-
ble up 26 dots,” he said. “Your fears 
and anxiety are the ghosts. Those en-
ergizing pellets are the people texting 
me or running with me or encourag-
ing me.”

Hunt asked people to honor his run 
by donating to Family of Woodstock 

or Project Resilience. Family, at fami-
lyofwoodstockinc.org, has provided 
crisis-prevention services and helped 
those in need since 1970. Project 
Resilience, a county movement, has 
provided meals to thousands of lo-
cal households. More information is 
available at covid19.ulstercountyny.
gov/project-resilience.

At this time of year, Hunt would 
usually be in the middle of planning 
projects for the annual Mountain 
Jam music festival and for the Library 
Fair. Mountain Jam was canceled this 
year, and plans are in the works for a 
different kind of event at the library.

“We’re not exactly sure what the 
89th annual fair will look like, other 
than it will be safe and socially dis-
tant,” he said. A drive-by scavenger 
hunt is a possibility.

D I O N  O G U S T

Friends and family cheer on Michael Hunt as he runs the mile loop around his Holly Hills neighborhood 26.1 times.

Woodstock | people

Lifesaving cancer screenings
Volunteers of the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network (ACS CAN) 
hav been reaching out to 
state lawmakers. “Early de-
tection saves lives,” said San-
dra Cassese of Woodstock, 
ACS CAN board chair. “This 
year more than 117,000 New 
Yorkers will hear the shock-
ing words ‘You have cancer.’ 
Hundreds of cancer advo-

cates from across New York 
State are letting lawmakers 
know we are counting on 
them to protect funding for 
lifesaving cancer screenings.” 
The cancer services program 
provides cancer screenings 
for the uninsured and the 
underinsured. Hundreds of 
cancer survivors, caregivers 
and volunteers participate in 
this event.

Sandra Cassese.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral 

home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, 

Milton, Marlboro, Plattekill, 
Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional 
funeral, burial, cremation and 
memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements 
made in the past which can easily be 
transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for 
former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

 

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

 

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home

38 Main Street
Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281
www.TorsoneMemorial.com

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

We are Open  
and Ready to  

Serve You!  
Take out only!  

Same amazing food  
and treats!

8 Fair Street, 
Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues-Fri 7am-3pm, 

Sat & Sun 7am-1pm 
during the CoVid-19 crisis

   6May 14, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing



Front page: the cover we used for the April 2 issue. Headline: 
Spotlight on reopening

subhead: Stressed local businesses counting down the days 
until the state’s phased reopening

Top pic is 20reopeningcover and where the chart is, please 
use town tags

Tag Saugerties: Saugerties plans two vehicle parades to 
honor health care and essential workers and high school 
athletes...page ?

Tag Kingston: In a food emergency, Kingston comes to the 
rescue...page?

Tag Woodstock: Woodstock area artist celebrates his 50th 
birthday on Mother’s Day by raising awareness for local 
charities...page?

Tag New Paltz: Lawn signs celebrate New Paltz High grads...
page?

Pages: can we tag the towns on the top of the pages a bit 
larger than we have been? please and thanks

Crispin Kott school story (with two pics 20 mailbox, 20 
onteora)

Woodstock pages:Woodstock runner story by Nick Henderson 
(with one pic 20Michael Hunt) and Woodstock note (with pic 
sandra Casse)

New Paltz pages:New Paltz grad lawn sign story (with pic 
20lawnsign2), Lundergan story with one pic 20lundergan) 
and New Paltz notes (with two pics 20superintendent, 20 
newpsaltzvalandsal)

Saugerties pages: Saugerties story (with one pic 20saugerti-
esthanks) and saugerties notes (with two pics 20saugerties-
valedictorian and 20saugertiessalutatorian)

Kingston pages: Kingston emergency food collective story by 
Lynn with two pics (20kingstonfood1, 20kingstonfood2) and 
Kingston notes (with one pic 20paving)

Erin’s running story (with 2 pics – 20 runners and 20run-
ners2)

Spotlight on reopening continued (with 4 pics – 20reopen-
ingnewpaltz, 20 reopeningsaugerties, 20reopeningkingston, 
20reopeningwoodstock)

Letter’s pages with leftover standalone pics

Almanac story by John Burdick about the Colony (with two 
pics 20colonyatwoodstock, 20mikecampbell)

Almanac Check it out notes (with three pics 20button, 
20rosendalestreetfest, 20jacksrythms)

New Paltz | people

Happy 
to help
New Paltz couple, 
virus survivors, 
donate plasma to aid 
in research, trials

by Erin Quinn

F
inally. Liberated from 
their second round of 
Covid 19 quarantine, Carol 
and Ed Lundergan of New 
Paltz were able to donate 
their blood plasma. The 

couple went to the plasma donation 
clinic at Vassar Brothers Hospital on 
May 6 after being cleared to donate. 

“The process is fascinating,” said the 
always-positive Carol, who despite 
having struggled with the virus for 
weeks was determined to do some-
thing that could help others suffering 
during the pandemic. “The blood is 
removed, the plasma is separated out, 
and the red blood cells and platelets 
are returned to the body along with 
the saline and citrate.”

Ed is a SUNY New Paltz professor 
and artistic director of Kairos: A Con-
sort of Singers. Carol runs a software 
company for labor unions. The cou-
ple have been very informative about 
their illness, sharing its complexities 
on Facebook and providing insights 
to the community on what a Covid 19 
diagnosis can entail. 

They had the first known cases in 
New Paltz, testing positive in mid-
March. After surviving the illness, 
they were officially released from 
quarantine by the county health de-
partment on April 2.

Determined to donate 
Anxious to be of help to others, the 

two set up appointments with the 
plasma clinic. They were told that 
their second novel coronavirus test, 
required to be able to donate plasma, 
had come back positive.

While she and Ed had felt recov-
ered from the illness, Carol admitted 
to a persistent tiredness. 

“I felt fatigue and Carol still had 
some congestion, but we weren’t 
nearly as sick as we were the first two 
weeks,” Ed said. “I think the fatigue 

may have been from our bodies fight-
ing off the virus.” They were released 
a second time on April 27 and took 
another test, which came back nega-
tive. They booked an appointment to 
donate their plasma.

“The entire process took about two 
hours because after they take your 
blood they remove the plasma from it 
and then they pump your blood back 
in with some saline and citrate,” he 
said. “Although I realize it’s anecdotal, 
I’ve been told that the clinical plasma 
treatment [convalescent serum] can 
be very effective. My friend’s brother-
in-law, who was very ill, had a com-
plete recovery after being treated 
with donated plasma.”

The Lundergans are still waiting 
to hear back from the Vassar clinic as 
to whether their plasma has enough 
antibodies to be effective in clinical or 
research trials. If it is, they’ll be able 
to provide plasma once every two 
weeks. A nurse told that the amount 
of plasma they donated, as a couple, 
could help to save or accelerate the 
recovery of up to three people still 
suffering from the virus.

Plasma helps research
“We were provided with so much 

support and more offers of help from 
our community than we could have 
ever needed,” said Ed. “So being able 
to donate our plasma was a very grat-
ifying experience.”  Carol explained 
that women who have been pregnant 
in their lifetime can test positive for 
HLA [Human Leukocyte Antigen] 
antibodies. “If I have the HLA anti-
bodies, then my plasma can’t be used 

for anything but research,” she said. 
“It could cause some sort of reac-

tion in a recipient,” explained Ed. “So 
they’re cautious about using plasma 
with the HLA in it for clinical use. 
It doesn’t affect normal blood dona-
tions, but in this case they test for it.”

According to an article on HLA and 
plasma transfusion from the UCLA 
Health website, HLA antibodies are 
protein cells found in pregnant wom-
en that are used to help create their 
fetus’ immune system. Those cells 
can remain in the female long after 
pregnancy.

Carol said she was pleased to be able 
to help. Plasma donations from those 
who have successfully come through 
the illness are in high demand for 
clinical trials and for research on this 
new, highly contagious virus that has 
resulted in a societal shutdown.

Both are thankful to have come 
through the other side of the virus. 
They’re both in their sixties. Carol has 
underlying medical issues, including 
asthma and Type-2 diabetes, which 
put her at greater risk.

Both are now back to work -- re-
motely from their home. 

What’s the takeaway for them from 
this coronavirus rollercoaster? 

“Honestly, the work that the medi-
cal professionals are doing,” respond-
ed Ed. “Not just today, but every day. 
I have such enormous respect for 
them.” 

Ed and Carol Lundergan donate plasma at Vassar Brothers Hospital.
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Sign of the times
Lawn signs celebrate 
New Paltz High grads

by Erin Quinn

N
ew Paltz residents 
may have noticed ma-
roon lawn signs pop-
ping up in yards, win-
dows and porches 
emblazoned with the 

message: “Proud Home of New 
Paltz High School Senior, Class of 
2020!”  These lawn signs were the 
brainchild of PTSA president Renée 
Falanga-Brenner, PTSA member 
Cathy Sanchez and school board 
member Teresa Thompson. The three 
felt that this graduation class needed 
some recognition in the midst of a 
global pandemic. “Something needed 
to be done,” said Thompson, who also 
started a Facebook page called Cel-
ebrating the New Paltz High School 
Class of 2020, where she posts pic-
tures and announcements about 
where or what soon-to-be-graduates 
will be doing in the fall.

“Everyone has been feeling so sad 
about everything going on, and peo-
ple started posting ideas about what 
Southern schools had been doing for 
their seniors, because those schools 
get out earlier than ours,” Thompson 
explained. One of these ideas was to 
design and print lawn signs for the 
graduates to stake out their academic 
achievement. 

“The PTSA raises money all year, 
and with so much being canceled, 
they decided to take on the expense of 
having the signs made,” said Thomp-
son. “PDQ gave us a great deal on 
them, and Cathy Sanchez designed 
them.”

How would the signs be delivered? 
That’s when these spirited and in-
volved mothers decided to turn it into 
a party – with masks and all. “We de-
cided to set something up at the high 
school and make sure that we were 
social distancing and had our masks 
and gloves,” said Thompson. They 
encouraged parents and students to 
come out this past Wednesday to the 
high-school parking lot, where San-
chez had music playing, Thompson 
and her husband Doug, owners of the 
Main Street Bistro, had tents set up, 
and some people put together goodie 
bags and balloons. When the stu-
dents drove up, they’d put the signs 
in their trunk. “A lot of teachers came, 
and community members, parents 
and students, and it was a great day. 
Everyone was so happy to see each 
other, and I think it really speaks to 
the strength of the New Paltz com-
munity that we don’t want these kids 
to be left behind this year.”

Out of 194 graduates, 135 signs 
were picked up that day. Maureen 
Ryan, the school district’s head of 
transportation, and an assistant spent 
Monday morning delivering the rest 
of the signs to the students’ homes.

Christina Rust, the senior class 
treasurer, and her dad helped pass 
out the signs and greet students and 
parents as they pulled up. “The PTSA 
really put the whole thing together. 
The senior officers were just excited 

to support the event and get the word 
out to other students that this was 
happening,” said Rust.

What has it been like to be a senior 
in high school during a global pan-
demic? “It’s been stressful,” replied 
Rust. :”I think it’s a stressful time 
to begin with, but this situation has 
heightened it.” 

She believes that the crisis has 
brought the class together in a way 
that didn’t exist prior to school being 
shut down over public-health fears. 
“There’s been a lot more interaction 
between class officers and advisors 
than there was before. Everyone is so 
eager to come up with ideas and ways 
to stay connected, and I personally 
feel honored to represent this class 
that is so passionate and loving.”

Rust said that students and parents 
were really touched by the gesture. It 
meant so much to them. 

Colleen Erazo, a single mother of 
NPHS senior Alexis Erazo, 17, said 
that she found the event emotional. 
“It was a sign of hope. With every-
thing that we’ve been going through 
– having the school closed down until 
the end of the year, not having those 
milestones of Senior Ball or gradua-
tion, and struggling with how I tell 
my kid that – I felt emotional when 
we pulled up and I got to see so many 
people that were going through the 
same thing. It was really a sign of 
hope that we were not going to let 
these students go unrecognized.” 

Erazo and her daughter were so 
touched by the work of Falanga-
Brenner, Sanchez and Thompson 

that Alexis made her own sign thank-
ing the PTSA and faculty members. 
“It was so great for the kids to be able 
to see some of their favorite teachers.”

The Erazos live in an apartment 
building on Henry W. Dubois Drive. 
Erazo said she put her sign in the win-
dow. “I grew up in New Paltz and a lot 
of people know me and Alexis, and 
there isn’t a day that goes by without 
people honking their horn when they 
pass the sign. That feels good.”

 Erazo, who works with students 
in off-campus housing, said that she 
was proud of her daughter. “Her fa-
ther passed away when she was seven 
years old, and it hasn’t always been 
easy, but she’s an incredible girl.”

These sentiments were echoed by 
Kimberly Adams, a single parent of 
two adopted children with Down syn-
drome, who works at Albany Medical 
Center as a CAT scan technician. “My 
daughter Judy wasted no time getting 

that sign in the lawn!” she said with a 
laugh. “She was ecstatic.”

When Adams’ friend Falanga-
Brenner told her about the event, 
she wanted to surprise her daughter. 
“I told her that I had to make an ap-
pointment for the car, and when we 
were there [at Tom’s Auto Repair, di-
rectly across from the high school], 
I said, ‘What’s going on over there? 
Why are there so many cars? Do you 
want to check it out?’”

Judy was enthralled. “There was 
so much noise and commotion and 
music and cars honking their horns 
and people cheering and waving,” she 
said.

A survey has been sent out by the 
school to parents and students asking 
them what type of graduation they’d 
like to see, given all of the unknown 
variables that stem from the health 
crisis. “We have to have a plan A, B, 
C and D,” said Thompson. “We just 
don’t know what we will be able to do, 
which is why we put out the survey.”

Will there be a virtual graduation? 
A socially distanced graduation? 
A split-shift graduation? A parade 
of senior floats down Main Street? 
Whatever it looks like, the NPHS 
Class of 2020 will be honored, recog-
nized and remembered for who they 
are and what they achieved.

The survey can be found online. If 
you have a student whom you would 
like recognized for what their plans 
are post-high school, send a picture 
and a bio to Teresa Thompson, who 
administers the Facebook page. 

The Class of 2020 is getting ready 
to wind up their arms and throw 
those caps into the air one way or an-
other. Honk for the NPHS Class of 
2020 when you see a sign!

E R I N  Q U I N N

New Paltz High School senior Alexis Erazo.
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Watch what you flush
“Only flush the four Ps: poop, pee, 

paper and puke.” That’s the message 
from New Paltz village mayor Tim 
Rogers. Undaunted public works 
employees cleared the third “fatberg” 
from the municipal sewer system 
since the pandemic shutdown began 
in March. 

“Always toss paper towels, dental 
floss, tampons, sanitary pads, con-
doms and all wipes (baby, makeup 
and cleaning) even if they’re labeled 
‘flushable’ in the trash,” the mayor ad-
vised.

The term “fatberg,” which came 
into prominence in the last decade, is 
defined in Wikipedia as “a congealed 
mass in a sewer system formed by 
the combination of flushed non-bio-
degradable solid matter, such as wet 
wipes, and congealed grease or cook-
ing fat.” 

According to what Rogers posted 
to the mayoral Facebook page, “Dis-
infectant wipes and paper towels are 
being found clogging sewer mains” 
since fears over spreading this novel 
coronavirus emerged. These are not 
items which can be safely flushed 
away using any municipal or private 
sewage or septic system.”

In his May 6 post, Rogers wrote, 
“Today’s break occurred above the 
rail-trail and Main Street intersec-
tion where wipes and paper towels 
were found blocking the sewer main.” 
A temporary line and pump has been 

installed to stop the poop and pee 
from flowing directly into the Wallkill 
River.

On May 7, Main Street was dug up 
so the broken sewer pipe could be re-
placed.

— Terence P Ward

Surgeon dies in pandemic
Dr. Barry Webber, a rock-climbing 

New Paltz resident and New York 
City-based surgeon, died on April 18 
at Mount Sinai Hospital in Manhat-
tan after catching the novel coronavi-
rus. Webber’s hands were an essential 
part of his being: in a New York Times 
obituary published just this week, he 
is described as a gardener and tinker 
as well as surgeon and climber. He 

considered becoming a classical pia-
nist before opting for medicine as a 
career. He was 67.

He was working at Mount Sinai 
Queens in the epicenter of the pan-
demic in this country. His wife, Har-

riet Clark Webber, told reporters that 
the doctor was concerned he would 
get the virus.

He’s been remembered by col-
leagues online for his positive atti-
tude and dedication to saving lives, 

New Paltz | schools

Introducing the new school super
Angela Urbina-Medina of Port Jervis will assume her post as 
the New Paltz school district’s next superintendent  on July 1. Her con-
tract with the district is for four years, with a starting salary of $197,000.

Urbina-Medina was selected via a five-month nationwide search af-
ter the retirement of former superin-
tendent Maria Rice this past Decem-
ber. She currently serves as deputy 
superintendent in Ellenville. Her prior 
experience at Ellenville includes serv-
ing as the district’s assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum and instruc-
tion for three years and principal at 
Ellenville Middle School for five years. 
Before that, she worked in the War-
wick Valley and Hyde Park districts. 

Urbina-Medina says that she is driv-
en to be involved in transformative 
work on behalf of children. “Creating 
initiatives that can be life-changing 
for students puts the steam in my en-
gine,” she said. 

She is especially proud of her work 
with the My Brother’s Keeper initia-
tive, which provides programming to 
engage students that might otherwise 
be disengaged. The creation of a pro-
gram designed to protect and advance 
educational progress over the summer 
months is also a source of pride.

“Creating an environment where 
kids want to be in school when they 
could instead be out playing is a chal-
lenge,” she said. “Through a collabora-
tion with Ulster BOCES, we created a 
program that kids come back to year 
after year.”

She said she knows what it is like to 
be a classroom teacher, and the per-
spective is valuable. ?My wife is also a 
teacher, so I am still deeply connected 
to the day-to-day,” she explained.

Urbina-Medina’s path to the educa-
tional field was unusual. For six years, 
she served as a New York City police officer in the Bronx. Her job pro-
vided her with a view of an environment very different from the one 
in which she was raised. She was assigned to visit classrooms to help 
students understand “appropriate physical contact” and to teach them 
about being in control of their own bodies. 

“As parents, we all want the same things for our children -- to be hap-
py and successful. Yet there are stark differences in how we experience 
life, which was very eye-opening,” she said. The police-officer-turned-
educator feels strongly that “the types of environments we are commit-

ted to fostering and the ways we form 
relationships with kids really matter.”

She considers being a woman in uni-
form at a time when there were so few 
as one of her most significant accom-
plishments. “This experience expanded 
my view of the world and the challenges 
we face as a society,” Urbina-Medina 
said. 

n 1991 she decided to transition out of 
law enforcement and start the journey 
that would soon put her into the class-
room.

New Paltz school board president Mi-
chael O’Donnell said Urbina-Medina 
was “a proven equity-centered leader 
and informed decision-maker with a 
strong background in curriculum.” He 
said that the board believes “her calm, 
clear and concise communication style 
will resonate with the full spectrum 
of students, parents, faculty, staff and 
community members to foster a posi-
tive school culture.” 

Urbina-Medina was selected from a 
national pool of 40 applicants, 32 from 
New York State and others from as far 
away as Arizona, Florida and Texas. The 
board got input collected from district 
stakeholders through focus groups and 
an online survey.

While Urbina-Medina recognizes the 
pandemic as a challenging time to begin 
as a new superintendent in a new dis-
trict, she does not enter the challenge 
unprepared. She recently completed 
training in the state Future Superinten-
dents Academy, a year-long experience 
that immersed her in all aspects of dis-

trict administration. 
Her most immediate priorities include establishing a level of stability 

and preparing for the reopening of schools. Urbina-Medina said that 
she was committed to support an environment where everyone feels 
they belong. 

P R O V I D E D

Angela Urbina-Medina is the new superintendent of 
schools in New Paltz.
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New Paltz valedictorian, salutatorian
Wells Willett has been 
named the New Paltz High 
2020 valedictorian, and Phil-
ip Ryan Kelso this year’s salu-
tatorian. 

Willett rook five advanced 
placement classes -- Mac-
roeconomics, Comparative 
Government and Politics, 
Environmental Science, Lan-
guage and Composition, and 
Physics. He captained of the 
cross-county and Nordic ski 
teams, where he was Section 
champion. Outside of school, 
he is an avid cyclist and hiker, 
and participates in triathlons.

He participates in the Col-
lege Fed Challenge, a com-
petition designed to bring 
real-world economics into the 
high-school classroom. Teams 
take on the role of monetary 
policymakers, analyze eco-
nomic and financial condi-
tions and formulate a mon-
etary policy recommendation. 

He plans to attend Dart-
mouth College, where he 
plans on completing a double 
major in environmental sci-
ence and mathematics. He 
said he was very grateful to 
his my teachers, family and friends.”

Salutatorian Philip Ryan Kelso took a full schedule of advanced place-
ment classes, including Macroeconomics, Language and Composition, 
Statistics, Physics and Comparative Government and Politics. Kelso is 
president of the Mathletes, who won the division championship this 
year and will be heading to the Dutchess, Ulster, Sullivan and Orange 
(DUSO) Sectional meet. He also qualified for the state math competi-
tion and ranked tenth amongst the more than 500 students in DUSO 
competitions. Kelso also participates in the College Fed Challenge.

Kelso is on the varsity cross-country team and starred in the lead role 
of the school’s production of The Secret Garden. He received a perfect 

score on his NYSSMA All-State piano and vocal solos. Additionally, he 
writes the crossword puzzles for the school newspaper, The Maroon. He 
volunteers and works at Elting Memorial Library in New Paltz. 

He is still deciding where he will be continuing his education. He will 
major in mathematics. 

 “I am so proud to be in the presence of two young people who have 
brought so much to our school and have so much to offer,” high-school 
principal Dr. Mario Fernandez said. “These students understood the 
opposition and understood the opportunities. From their very first 
day of elementary school until now, they have showed a tremendous 
amount of hard work and dedication.”

P R O V I D E D

Philip Ryan Kelso on left (salutatorian) and Wells Willett (valedictorian) on right.

for his kindness and for his skill. He 
is also lauded for his talent as a fa-
ther. He and Clark Webber married 
in 1996 and had two sons, who also 
survive him.

Born to a Canadian father and Brit-
ish mother, Webber attended a num-
ber of high schools in his youth, spent 
time hiking in the Pacific Northwest, 
and learning at a Buddhist monastery 
before completing a music degree at 
Occidental College. He graduated 
medical school from Georgetown in 
1982.

— Terence P Ward

Village spring cleanup
Collection of brush and bagged 

yard waste for Village of New Paltz 
residents who live on streets north 
of Main Street will begin on May 18 
and end on May 22. Collection for 
residents who live on streets south of 
Main Street will begin on May 26 and 
end on May 29. 

Village trucks will pick up bagged 
yard waste in biodegradable bags 
only and brush. The village will not be 
picking up any other items this year.

New opioid website
The New Paltz Opioid Prevention 

& Response Team has been work-
ing on a grant project to find ways 
to meet the needs of those struggling 
with opioid use. “We have gotten cre-
ative and are utilizing all possible re-
sources,” said community education 
coordinator Phoenix R. Kawamoto. 
“We have created a new website and 
are seeking your help in spreading 

the word.”
To visit the site, go to: http://opioi-

dpreventionnp.org.
“We will be including a page of re-

sources and information in Spanish, 
as well,” said Kawamoto. “I am work-
ing with our organizations for the 
content that will be added there. I am 
hoping to have that complete by mid-
May.”

Community preservation 
progress

New Paltz has created an ad-hoc 
committee to develop a Community 
Preservation Plan (CPP) for the town. 
The plan will combine and update 
the Town’s Open Space Plan, Farm-
land Protection Plan and Historic 
Resource Survey. It will include new 
geospatial information that has been 
collected in more recent years. 

The plan is planned as a tool to 
help guide open space and historic 
preservation activitiese. The commit-
tee includes members of the Town 
Environmental Conservation Board 
(EnCB), Clean Water Open Space 
Protection Commission (CWOSP), 
Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC) and other volunteers. 

The town board directed the com-
mittee to continue work to identify 
New Paltz’s open space and historic 
preservation priorities. It will make 
recommendations about potential 
sources of funding and participation 
in New York State’s Community Pres-
ervation Act, which contains local 
taxation provisions to fund preserva-
tion..

“As we pull together all of the infor-
mation about our unique landscape 
and historic properties in one place, 

it is very clear how these features 
are fundamental to our community’s 
character and quality of life for resi-
dents and visitors,” said town super-
visor Neil Bettez, who has advocated 
strongly for this legislation. “Main-
taining these aspects of our commu-
nity is essential to the health and eco-
nomic future of the town.” 

“Despite social distancing required 
during Covid 19, we are gathering 
public input to the plan by using a 
community survey,” said Julie Sey-
fert-Lillis, town-board member and 
executive director of the Millbrook 
Preserve. “We have also requested 
that people submit photos of favorite 
places and scenes for inclusion in the 
plan.”

Materials about progress on the 
Community Preservation Plan are 
also available on the town website.

With this program, you get competitive rates, low closing 
costs and superior customer service. You may qualify for 
this program if you haven’t owned a home in the last 
TWO years. Decisions are made locally, and your mort-
gage will be serviced by Sawyer Savings Bank. With this 
Exclusive product, there are no government hoops to 
jump through. Just move right into your new home.
Call Patti Riozzi, NMLS# 649009 loan officer,
at 845-217-6070 to Learn More!!!
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Saugerties | community

Saugerties strong
Town plans two vehicle parades 
to honor healthcare and essential 
workers and high-school athletes

T
he Town of Saugerties will hold two vehicle parades, one 
to honor healthcare and essential workers and the other for high 
school athletes who didn’t get to play this season. 

The first parade will honor healthcare and essential heroes on 
Friday, May 22 at 8:20 p.m. A second vehicle parade is planned for 
Saturday, May 23, 8:20 p.m. for the Saugerties High School (SHS) 

spring sports teams, especially the seniors, who never got the opportunity to 
play a game or match in their final year of high school. 

Both parades will form and drive-off from the Cantine Veterans Sports Com-

plex in Saugerties, south onto Washington Avenue to Main Street, north onto 
Market Street and back into the complex. 

“If you live or have a business on the parade route, please cheer on our health-
care and essential heroes from your porches, windows, front lawns,” said super-
intendent of parks and recreation Greg Chorvas, “Likewise, for the Saturday 
evening parade for the SHS sports teams. Come up with something innovated, 
something special that will show all our heroes they are truly appreciated and 
how much we rely on them.”  

Chorvas encourages participants to be part of the vehicle parade both eve-
nings or to cheer them on as the vehicle parade passes. “Decorate your vehicles, 
your yards, your houses, your businesses,” he said. “Let’s have fun with this dur-
ing these unprecedented, troubling and very challenging times. Let’s show our 
Saugerties spirit, our Saugerties pride … Saugerties strong.” 

For additional information, call 246-5890, extension 309 or email gchor-
vas@saugerties.ny.us.

P R O V I D E D

This inspirational photo was shared by Greg Chorvas, the superintendent of parks and grounds at the Cantine Veterans Sports Complex in Saugerties.

Saugerties | community

May is Poppy Month
Saugerties town aupervisor 
Fred Costello and village mayor 
Bill Murphy have issued a joint 
proclamation naming May as 
American Legion Poppy Month. 
The poppies are handmade by 
disabled veterans, and the pro-
ceeds of this fund-raising cam-
paign are used exclusively for 
the benefit of disabled and needy 
veterans and the widows and or-
phans of deceased veterans.

According to the American Le-
gion Auxiliary website, the Aux-
iliary distributes poppies on Me-
morial Day in May and Veterans’ 
Day in November. The poppies 
have been a national symbol of 
remembrance since 1920, origi-
nally in memory of the soldiers 

who fell in World War I.
Poppies are not sold, ac-

cording to the auxiliary, but 
are given to citizens to wear 
in memory of those who 
gave their lives for the coun-
try. Recipients are, however, 
encouraged to donate to the 
Legion.

“The poppy is the symbol of 
our appreciation for the sac-
rifices of our honored dead,” 
the proclamation states.

— David Gordon

Poppy Girl Jahzara 
“Jazzy” Silinovich places 
a basket of poppies at 
the Memorial Wall on 
Memorial Day, 2018.

D A V I D  G O R D O N 

Direct Cremation 
Available

Starting at $1800 
plus $340 crematory fee

Call or visit 
for further details

481 Gidney Ave., 
Newburgh, NY 12550

845.561.8300
www.brooksfh.com

   11May 14, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing



Front page: the cover we used for the April 2 issue. Headline: 
Spotlight on reopening

subhead: Stressed local businesses counting down the days 
until the state’s phased reopening

Top pic is 20reopeningcover and where the chart is, please 
use town tags

Tag Saugerties: Saugerties plans two vehicle parades to 
honor health care and essential workers and high school 
athletes...page ?

Tag Kingston: In a food emergency, Kingston comes to the 
rescue...page?

Tag Woodstock: Woodstock area artist celebrates his 50th 
birthday on Mother’s Day by raising awareness for local 
charities...page?

Tag New Paltz: Lawn signs celebrate New Paltz High grads...
page?

Pages: can we tag the towns on the top of the pages a bit 
larger than we have been? please and thanks

Crispin Kott school story (with two pics 20 mailbox, 20 
onteora)

Woodstock pages:Woodstock runner story by Nick Henderson 
(with one pic 20Michael Hunt) and Woodstock note (with pic 
sandra Casse)

New Paltz pages:New Paltz grad lawn sign story (with pic 
20lawnsign2), Lundergan story with one pic 20lundergan) 
and New Paltz notes (with two pics 20superintendent, 20 
newpsaltzvalandsal)

Saugerties pages: Saugerties story (with one pic 20saugerti-
esthanks) and saugerties notes (with two pics 20saugerties-
valedictorian and 20saugertiessalutatorian)

Kingston pages: Kingston emergency food collective story by 
Lynn with two pics (20kingstonfood1, 20kingstonfood2) and 
Kingston notes (with one pic 20paving)

Erin’s running story (with 2 pics – 20 runners and 20run-
ners2)

Spotlight on reopening continued (with 4 pics – 20reopen-
ingnewpaltz, 20 reopeningsaugerties, 20reopeningkingston, 
20reopeningwoodstock)

Letter’s pages with leftover standalone pics

Almanac story by John Burdick about the Colony (with two 
pics 20colonyatwoodstock, 20mikecampbell)

Almanac Check it out notes (with three pics 20button, 
20rosendalestreetfest, 20jacksrythms)

Saugerties hires new officer
Should the Town of Saugerties be 

hiring any new personnel at a time 
when disease is keeping people in-
doors and the town could be facing 
both a loss of income and increased 
expenses as a result of the coronavi-
rus?

In the case of hiring a full-time po-
lice officer, one board member voted 
against the proposal at the board’s 
regular meeting on May 6. The reso-
lution proposed the hiring of Dion A. 
Johnson Jr. as a full time police offi-
cer at a salary of $55,562.

“In view of the current situation, 
and I know that we voted down the 
hiring -- the full-time hiring -- of an-
other person that works for the town 
a little while ago, I’m going to vote no 
on this new hire because of the finan-
cial climate that we’re in,” said coun-
cilman Paul Andreassen.

Supervisor Fred Costello, council-
woman Leeanne Thornton and coun-
cilman Michael Ivino voted in favor 
of the hire. Andreassen voted against 
it, and councilman John Schoonmak-
er abstained.

Costello said Johnson has a mili-
tary background and had worked for 
the Albany Police Department. “He 
traveled the Thruway daily and went 

past Saugerties and was really excited 
to come here, so we look forward to 
him starting on June 1,” the supervi-
sor said.

Costello argued that the hiring of 
a police officer does not represent a 
large increase in expenses. In order 
to maintain patrols, he explained, the 
town would have to rely on part-time 
officers or pay overtime for officers 
to man the patrols, which the town 
tries to keep at no less than three offi-
cers per shift. The town had a 90-day 
waiver to allow a part-timer to func-
tion virtually as a full-timer, based on 
the unavailability of a candidate for 
a full-time position. Since the police 
exam has been given and there are 
now qualified officers on the civil-ser-
vice list, the state is unlikely to grant 
another 90-day waiver, he said.

While Costello anticipates that tax 
revenues will come in on “the low 
side” of what the town has budgeted, 
the town has accumulated a rainy-
day fund. Costello argued that the ad-
ditional police officer would not add 
appreciably to the town’s outlay.

— David Gordon

Saugerties seeks history grant 
Saugerties hopes to establish a his-

toric district in the hamlet of Asbury, 

supervisor Fred Costello said. “This is 
something we have wanted to do for 
some time,” he explained. The area 
off Old Kings Highway west of the 
New York Thruway, has maintained 
the appearance of historic Saugerties, 
with working farms and stone houses 
that date back to before the town was 
establishedd.

In a resolution passed at the board’s 
regular meeting on May 6, the board 
agreed to accept up to $4893.88 in 
grant money to create an Asbury His-
toric District. The town had previ-
ously applied for this grant through 
the state Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation. The grant 
would pay for the cost of applying for 
national, state and local recognition 
of the hamlet.

Given the number of historic hous-
es in the area, Costello said he feels 
sure the grant will be approved. The 
application process includes docu-
mentation of the historic houses. 
“Each house has a historic legacy,” 
Costello said. 

The resolution identifies Costello 
as the authorized person to accept the 
grant on behalf of the town.

— David Gordon

Water quality report
The 2019 Village of Saugerties An-

nual Drinking Water Quality Report 
is available for review, both in print 
from the village office and on the web 
at saugertiesny.us under water qual-
ity.

Saugerties | schools

Saugerties High honors grads
Nicole Peters has been 
named valedictorian of the 
class of 2020 at Saugerties 
High, and Mark Danza is this 
year’s salutatorian.

Peters earned top hon-
ors with a GPA of 101.96. 
She maintained a rigorous 
academic schedule, includ-
ing seven Advanced Place-
ment courses and two col-
lege courses. A member of 
the National Honor Society, 
Art Club and the Math Team, 
Peters was elected class trea-
surer during her junior and 
senior years. She also served 
as a homeroom representative 
for student government ev-
ery year since her sophomore 
year.  

The 17-year-old participat-
ed in track and field through-
out high school, competing in 
shotput and discus. She ran 
cross-country as a freshman 
and was on the tennis team 
since her sophomore year. 

Peters also volunteers at the 
Saugerties Food Pantry and 
tutors geometry students.  

Peters participates in the 
Battle of the Books through 
the Saugerties Public Library. 
Peters and other members of 
the Battle of the Books team 
read different books and compete in a trivia tournament against other 
libraries. “It’s a great program, and it’s really fun,” she said.

Peters has mixed emotions regarding her senior year. “It’s strange to 
think that I probably won’t get to leave high school in the normal way 
because I won’t be there at all when it ends,” she said. “I know none of 
this is as tragic as the disease itself, or as important as keeping every-
body safe. Considering the alternative, I’m definitely not complaining 
that we’re shut down. This is a difficult time for all of us, but we can get 
through it together by being responsible.”

She is planning on majoring in computer science at Northeastern 
University. 

Salutatorian Mark Danza, whose GPA is 101.48, has taken seven AP 
courses and five college courses over the course of his high-school ca-
reer. He earned the Engineering Notebook award at the underwater 
robotics competition and received the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
medalist award.

Danza enjoys playing soccer and making music. He played on the Sau-

gerties junior varsity and varsity soccer teams. He was a percussionist 
in the high-school band and in an ensemble at SUNY Ulster.        

The 17-year-old says a highlight of his school career was working as 
a counselor for a camp hosted by the technology department. Over a 
four-week period, campers were introduced to a variety of tech-related 
experiences. “I put in over 100 hours of volunteer work between prep 
time and execution, and the fulfillment of successful execution was well 
worth it,” he said.

He has helped organize STEM-related events. Currently, Danza is 
one of three students who are 3D-printing plastic face shields for front-
line workers, using a district-issued printer while at home.  

He’ll  be attending Rochester Institute of Technology, majoring in 
computer engineering. 

“Learning from home has not been a pleasurable experience, but it is 
clearly necessary for the safety of our community in the ongoing crisis,” 
he said. “I see no other alternative than to accept the situation and re-
main as strong and diligent as manageable until it passes.”

P H O T O S  P R O V I D E D

Saugerties High School valedictorian Nicole Peters (left); and salutatorian Mark Danza (right).
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Kingston | community

Thousands of meals
In a food emergency, 
Kingston comes 
to the rescue

by Lynn Woods

W
ith Kingston’s 
stores and busi-
nesses mostly 
closed and its 
streets eerily qui-
et, there’s a bustle 

of activity at People’s Place, the YMCA 
of Ulster County, Catholic Charities, 
and other locations around the city. 
The demand on the city’s food pan-
tries has never been greater. To serve 
households under quarantine, dozens 
of volunteers are delivering the food, 
packing cars with prepared meals and 
carefully organized bags of groceries. 

With schools closed, the need to 
feed children, many of whom rely on 
the school district’s program of free or 
reduced-priced lunch, has also grown 
exponentially. Since March 15, Peo-
ple’s Place has served 303,000 meals 
via groceries. Seventy-five percent of 
this is related to the KEFC and Ulster 
County’s Covid-19 hotlines. 

The Kingston school district is dis-
tributing free breakfasts and lunches 
on a timetable from 10 a.m. to 1:15 
p.m. at its elementary schools, middle 
school and other locations. People’s 
Place is delivering supplementary 
bags full of snacks and breakfast and 
lunch food for kids. 

The numbers are astounding: a 
430 percent increase in demand at 
People’s Place compared to a year 
ago, according to executive director 
Christine Hein. “We’re seeing people 
we never saw before,” she said. “Ap-
proximately 700 families are new. 
And families who we saw in 2015 and 
2016 are coming back.” The clientele 
has “no average face,” she said. “It’s 
anybody. It’s across the board. People 
who were totally fine now need food.”

As well as delivering food to hun-
dreds of households Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., People’s 
Place also is doing curbside delivery 
at its food pantry (people over 70 who 
drive to its location at 70 St. James 
can get the food delivered to their 
car by a volunteer). The Community 
Café, at 17 St. James St., is open for 
takeout continental breakfast and 
sandwiches from 8:30 a.m. to I p.m. 
on weekdays. The bulk of the food, 
ordered twice a month from the Re-
gional Food Bank of Northeastern 
New York, is supplemented by dona-
tions from local supermarkets, busi-
nesses and “those beautiful citizens 
who call up and ask what are we short 
in and then drop off the item,” accord-
ing to Hein. 

The community joins in 
The City of Kingston has provided 

$60,000 in funding to People’s Place, 
Family of Woodstock and the Kings-
ton Emergency Food Collaborative 
(KEFC), a partnership between the 
city and 15 local organizations that has 
been delivering food to households in 
the school district that make requests 
on a city emergency food hotline. The 

first delivery occurred on March 18, 
when Susan Hereth, farm educator at 
the YMCA, joined forces with Callie 
Jane, founder and executive director 
at RiseUp Kingston (both organiza-
tions belong to the collaborative), 
and delivered 175 meals from the Y 
parking lot. The meals were sourced 
from the Everette Hodge Community 
Center and Diamond Mills Hotel, in 
Saugerties. 

As of last Thursday, the number 
had skyrocketed to 3000. A third of 
those meals were provided by Proj-
ect Resilience, an emergency county-
funded program in which people en-
roll online for meals prepared by local 
restaurants. These have been a major 
component of the Kingston food de-
liveries. Five days a week, from 8:30 

a.m. to 6 p.m., three revolving teams 
of ten volunteers have been delivering 
the meals from the Y to thousands of 
local households. 

Besides providing tents, cooler 
trailers and funding for electrical 
and operational costs, the City of 
Kingston has also been contributing 
manpower, with city employees an-
swering the hotline, preparing and 
delivering meals, and providing the 
logistics on both the delivery systems 
and technology. “From our director of 
health and wellness to our IT depart-
ment and staff from nearly every de-
partment, I’ve been so proud of city 
employees who had dedicated them-
selves to helping their community 
in so many ways during this difficult 
time,” noted mayor Steve Noble in an 

email. 
The Y distribution center will be 

closed down on May 15 due to the 
discontinuance of Project Resilience’s 
program of prepared meals. Volun-
teers were inserting flyers listing oth-
er food resources in their deliveries. 

Amanda LaValle of the county’s 
Department of Environment wrote in 
an email that Project Resilience was 
organized to help people impacted by 
the virus as well as support local res-
taurants when they otherwise would 
lose their business. She noted that 
the project was discontinued because 
“other organizations [are helping to] 
fund produce and farm product” and 
“we are all generally anticipating that 
there will be USDA and state fund-
ing towards these efforts in the near 
future.” Plus, “we see more willing-
ness of people to support their local 
eateries (there is a Facebook group 
called Ulster Eateries United} and … 
in many cases the more traditional 
social safety net has also ‘caught up’ 
to the crisis.”

Lavalle noted that the county would 
be providing supplemental funding 
for groceries distributed in Kings-
ton through People’s Place as well 
as Community Action, located at 17 
Lindsley Avenue, and Catholic Chari-
ties, located at 6 Adams Street, which 
have been ramping up their deliveries 
to make up for the shortfall. People 
with a need for food can call the Ul-
ster County Covid hotline and be di-
rected to one of these resources. The 
county is considering continuing a 
more limited prepared meal program 
in the future. 

The distribution system
The challenge has not only been 

the dramatically increased demand 

P H O T O S  B Y  L Y N N  W O O D S

Susan Hereth prepares a delivery.

Christine Hein at People’s Place.
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Steve Noble has a plan
Kingston mayor Steve Noble has 

proposed a three-phase cutback plan 
to the Common Council to address 
the impending deficit to the 2020 city 
governmental budget.

The first phase, which Noble said 
will take place immediately, involves 
departmental budget cuts, a hiring 
freeze and overtime pay reductions. 

The second phase would be imple-
mented on June 1 if mid-range esti-
mates become “more realistic” based 
on early sales-tax returns or state cuts 
in local aid. Temporary layoffs would 
be put into effect, causing an impact 
on the delivery of some city services. 
There’d be a targeted retirement in-
centive for eligible city employees.

The third and most drastic phase, 
which would be implemented Sep-
tember 1 if the fiscal outlook showed 
signs of a high-loss scenario, would 
include permanent layoffs and severe 
cuts in city services.

Kingston expects to collect drasti-
cally less sales and property-tax rev-
enue than the 2020 budgeted esti-
mates. Other income sources such as 
investment interest, parking revenue, 
fees, permits and others are also af-
fected. Noble and city comptroller 
John Tuey expect Kingston city gov-
ernment revenue decreases between 
$2.5 and five million dollars.

Like many state, county and mu-
nicipal officials, Noble is hoping for 
a federal bailout of local government. 
“It has become clear that we should 
prepare ourselves in the event that 
the federal government fails to ad-

but also the need to deliver food due 
to the quarantine. When the pan-
demic hit, Katrina Light, manager of 
the Hudson Valley Farm Hub, took 
on the new title of community food 
program manager working with the 
Kingston Emergency Food Collab-
orative. She said the initiative was en-
tirely grass-roots, with “no hierarchy; 
whoever wanted to jump in, did and 
we all found our niche.” 

Procurement, communications and 
distribution were quickly formed. 
Light, who is part of the distribution 
effort, said the number of families re-
ceiving prepared food was 595; those 
getting groceries were 498. “The first 
week the city shut down, People’s 
Place was delivering food to 25 fami-
lies a day; now we’re up to 90, just for 
deliveries,” Light said. The deliveries 
are once a week per family (up from 
twice a month pre-virus). 

Besides People’s Place, as noted 
deliveries are being made from Com-
munity Action on Friday and start-
ing this week, they’ll begin from 
the Catholic Charities location on 
Wednesday. “We hit capacity at Peo-
ple’s Place, which is why we opened 
Community Action and are activating 
Catholic Charities,” Light said. 

When there are scarcities of certain 
items — Hein at People’s Place makes 
sure there are always ingredients for a 
full meal and fresh produce and “cold” 
items, such as meat and dairy — Light 
said the Hudson Valley Farm Hub 
and Community Action’s purchases 
from local farms help fill in the gap. 

Light noted the KEFC was an 
emergency response. “We jumped 

into fill the gap. Some people have 
had meals every day for eight weeks, 
and now maybe their checks are com-
ing in, or they’re going back to work,” 
she said. But there’s no doubt many in 
the community “are still experiencing 
food insecurity. If you need food we’ll 
give you food, but it’s not a long-term 
model,” she added. “It’s been possible 
because our partners, People’s Place, 
the Hodge Center” — which delivers 
food to people living in motels — “and 
the Salvation Army have been doing 
this for a long time. These are the 
organizations we need to be support-
ing.” 

The food pantries themselves have 
been negatively impacted by having 
to close their own facilities. The eco-
nomic engine of People’s Place was its 
thrift store. Hein said the organiza-
tion also had to cancel its fundrais-
ers; a telethon it recently held instead 
raised half of what it would raise from 
a fundraiser event. Even so, especially 
with the end of Project Resilience’s 
prepared food deliveries, “we’re plan-
ning for an increase. More people will 
be coming here.”

Imaginative sourcing
Since early April, another organi-

zation, Ulster Immigrant Defense 
Network (UIDN) https://ulsterim-
migrantdefensenetwork.org, has 
been meeting the needs of the most 
vulnerable members of the commu-
nity, undocumented immigrants. 
On Wednesday afternoons, some 30 
volunteers deliver groceries to 150 
families — the number goes up every 
week — most of whom live in Kings-

ton and the remainder in Saugerties. 
Penny Coleman, a member of UIDN, 
said, “these people have considerable 
hunger challenges because they are 
underemployed and victims of ICE 
raids since Trump was elected. This 
will be the community that comes 
back the slowest, and their needs will 
be ongoing.”

Building on the work of Leslie 
Gallagher and Kim Touchette, who 
started a shop-and-drop program 
which pairs up community members 
with families who do their shopping 
for them, Coleman has been sourcing 
the groceries from Rondout Valley 
Food Pantry. She has been search-
ing for other providers (she also buys 
the three staples of this community, 
corn flower, rice and beans, on twice-
weekly runs to Sam’s Club).  And in-
dividuals have been helping out: “Ric 
Orlando [former executive chef and 
owner of New World Home Cooking] 
is a local hero. He lives in Albany and 
packed his truck and gave us every-
thing he had in his pantry when he 
heard of our need.” 

Other non-profits help out 
Other organizations have been pro-

viding assistance behind the scenes. 
Community Foundations of the 
Hudson Valley has provided grants 
of $2000 to $5000 to local organi-
zations serving migrant and other 
underserved communities as well as 
a grant to United Way, according to 
Kevin Quilty, vice president of Com-
munity Foundations, Ulster County. 
“Checks have gone directly to those 
organizations. There are no strings 

attached. All we ask at the end of 
day is if you have a story you’d like to 
share with us, we’d love to hear it.” 

Stacey Rein, president and CEO of 
United Way of Ulster County, said her 
organization has an emergency and 
homelessness prevention fund, which 
since the advent of the pandemic has 
been prioritizing “those people who 
aren’t eligible for unemployment 
and won’t get stimulus money in the 
near future.” An example is a woman 
recently released from prison who’d 
gotten a job in the hospitality industry 
in January and found an apartment 
but then got laid off and didn’t qual-
ify for unemployment. United Way 
helped with her rental payment. A lot 
of United Way’s recipients are “single 
moms, people with mental health is-
sues, families in which the kids are 
now home and they need help with 
electricity and heat, as well as farm 
workers, who have no income coming 
in and are terrified,” said Rein.

City government is helping out 
in myriad other ways, besides orga-
nizing food assistance and deliver-
ies. According to mayor Noble, the 
Kingston Water Department is waiv-
ing bill penalties through May 1. The 
Office of Community Development 
has secured approximately $440,000 
in CDBG Disaster Recovery Funds 
to help those most in need. The city 
assessor has cancelled planned reas-
sessments for the time being.  The 
Kingston Local Development Corp. 
(KLDC) offers very low-interest mi-
croloans of up to $7500, offered on 
a first-come, first-served basis. Ac-
cording to KLDC executive director 
Amanda Bruck, more than 20 busi-
nesses have inquired about the loans, 
including tech companies, restau-
rants, and artisan businesses.  

The local community has stepped 
up. In his daily press conference, a 
few days ago governor Andrew Cuo-
mo said no one in the state would go 
hungry. That could be said for any 
person in Kingston. Even as the fu-
ture is uncertain, dedicated workers 
are figuring out how to meet the need. 

Kingston | community

Paving begins in Kingston
This week, the first round of paving began 
on Kingston streets. Six streets will be milled and 
paved: Tietjen Avenue, Teller Street, Deyo Street, 
Colonial Drive, Sheehan Court and Stuyvesant 
Drive.

There may be detours and changes in traf-
fic patterns. Property owners and residents have 
been notified by mail and were advised to keep all 
vehicles off the street during paving.

“Even during this difficult time, the men and 
women of our DPW are providing necessary ser-

vices and doing important work for this commu-
nity,” said mayor Steve Noble. “Though much of 
the state is on PAUSE, municipal roads, bridges 
and other infrastructure work can continue. We’re 
grateful to have the resources to improve our 
beautiful city at a time where there will be mini-
mal disruption.”

Road work is scheduled to be completed by May 
22, weather depending. The next round of paving 
is expected to be announced in the next couple of 
weeks.

P R O V I D E D

The first round of paving of City of Kingston streets started this week.
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equately aid our city and, in turn, our 
ability to deliver essential services to 
residents,” he said in a statement. “If 
our federal government will not take 
desperately-needed action, we’ll be 
forced to make very difficult deci-
sions.”  

Engaging Kingston
This week, EngageKingston.com, a 

new public engagement website, was 
launched with two online surveys. 

Engage Kingston is a hub for infor-
mation about city projects in plan-
ning and design phases and a place 
for community input. Once site visi-
tors register and engage with a proj-
ect, they can receive updates such as 
key dates, new participation opportu-
nities and survey results. 

Projects now on the site include 
the DRI Dietz Stadium and Uptown 
transportation projects, where resi-
dents can weigh in on surveys about 
re-configuring Schwenk Drive and 
improving three intersections along 
Clinton Avenue for safety and acces-
sibility. The surveys will be open until 
June 8.

Other projects will be added to En-
gage Kingston.

Memorial Day parade cancelled
The Kingston 2020 Memorial Day 

parade and ceremony at the city hall 
has been cancelled due to the ban on 
gatherings in the state. The organiz-
ers will instead hold the event on Vet-
erans’ Day, if guidelines and recom-
mendations at that time allow. 

“While we won’t have a public cer-
emony this year, it is still important 
for us all to personally pay tribute to 
those who have lost their lives fight-
ing for our country,” said mayor Steve 
Noble. “I would also ask that we take 
a moment to thank all active duty and 
National Guard members who have 
stepped up to help during this pan-
demic. These men and women have 
bravely seen communities like ours 
through a scary and uncertain time, 
and should be commended.”

Kingston Rite Aid testing
Remember in March when presi-

dent Donald Trump announced a 
partnership with Google to create 
a nationwide coronavirus testing 
website (or something along those 
lines), but nothing seemed to come 
of it? Well, it’s here. Verily, owned by 
Google parent company Alphabet, 
has partnered with Rite Aid to offer 
testing in several states. It’s available 
right now at the Rite Aid location at 
351 Flatbush Avenue in Kingston.

Former screening guidelines — 
such as the need to be a member of 
a vulnerable demographic, have had 
contact with someone already diag-
nosed, and be ill with Covid symp-
toms — have been dropped. Anyone 
over the age of 18 can make an ap-
pointment on Rite Aid’s website.  .

The tests are administered by the 
patients, who will arrive at their ap-
pointed time and receive a self-test 
kit through the drive-through draw-
er. Testing will be completed in the 
confines of the patient’s car, sealed by 

the patient and then handed back to 
the Rite Aid pharmacists through the 
drawer. To minimize contact, some 
sites may use a dropbox-type kiosk 
for testing to be deposited and col-
lected by Rite Aid personnel.

The program has come under criti-
cism for privacy concerns. We’re all 
used to filling out extensive forms at 
the point of service for health care, 
but being required to sign into a 
Google account before doing so may 
give some pause.

— William Dendis
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The virtues of the virtual
Local runners find 
camaraderie and 
competition in 
changed times

by Erin Quinn

There is something magical about 
running; after a certain distance, it 
transcends the body. Then a bit fur-
ther, it transcends the mind. A bit 
further yet, and what you have before 
you, laid bare, is the soul.”

                         -- Kristin Armstrong

H
ere’s the good news 
for runners. You can still 
run. Even during a pub-
lic-health emergency, 
there are many virtual 
races and creative things 

that people are doing on line to keep 
themselves connected and engaged 
with their running compatriots.

Everything that had been planned 
is being cancelled, postponed or re-
configured. We are constantly trying 
to adjust. It’s like walking around with 
a pair of new contact lenses that don’t 
quite fit. There is fear, there is doubt, 
there is change. It feels as though the 
ground keeps shifting, while we’re 
struggling to gain traction. 

What better way is here to deal with 
all this unfamiliarity than to go for a 
run?

Running has changed over the de-

cades from people just showing up at 
a starting line and trying as hard as 
they could to do well. Many partici-
pants now see racing as a way to keep 
motivation up, to stay fit and healthy, 
and to exercise on a regular basis. 

Perhaps you’ve seen the pictures 
and YouTube videos of people in 
China running a marathon around 
their kitchen table, or heard about a 
determined athlete on a rooftop patio 
in Rome running a rectangular path 
around decorative planters. Here in 
the Hudson Valley, we have only a 
shelter-in-place order. We’re free to 
run around driveways, dirt, gravel 
and paved roads. We have thousands 
of acres of parks, with trails and car-
riage roads. We even have the Walk-
way Over the Hudson, the longest 
pedestrian bridge in the world, span-
ning a mile across the Hudson River.

Looking at the options
The running calendar offers some 

of the most spectacular and afford-
able races almost every weekend from 
spring through fall. Unfortunately, 
many of the familiar local running 
races slated for the early spring have 
been cancelled, rescheduled, or gone 
virtual. And there’s a lot of doubt 
about the summer events, too.

“The last weekend for running rac-
es was on March 8,” said Steve Schal-
lenkamp of the Shawangunk Run-
ning Club, which hosts several races 
and a summer series in and around 
the New Paltz area. “They were still 
able to host relatively big races like 

the Celebration of Life half-mara-
thon, but after that, on the weekend 
of March 15, all the spring races start-
ed to be cancelled. “ Among these 
was the first local race of spring, the 
Shamrock Run, hosted by the Irish 
Cultural Center of the Hudson Valley. 
That event is now tentatively slated 
for September 6 in conjunction with 
the Hooley on the Hudson.

Two of the Mohonk Preserve’s big-
gest fundraising runs, the Rock and 
Snow Bridge 2 Bridge five-miler and 
the Rock the Ridge 50-miler, had to 
be adjusted due to strict social dis-
tancing and state shelter-in-place or-
ders to help curb spread of the Covid 
19 virus. The Shawangunk Runners 
help organize and run both races. 

What was done with the former 
this spring seems to have worked, 
however.  

“We have to put a cap on that race, 
and we were all sold out with 315 run-

ners registered,” Schallenkamp said. 
To comply with the state shelter-in-
place orders, the Mohonk Preserve 
had decided to shut its 8000 acres 
of trails and carriage road off to the 
public.

The race organizers looked at 
their options. They decided “to al-
low people to run their five miles in 
their neighborhood or wherever they 
wanted and load those results up,” 
said Schallenkamp. In terms of run-
ner participation, the event turned 
out far better than he had ever imag-
ined. “It’s a $25 entry fee for mem-
bers and $35 for non-members, and 
even after they let people know that 
it was going to be done virtually and 
offered to return the registration fee, 
only 37 people asked for a return,” he 
reported. 

Though they lost 37 entry fees, ac-
cording to Schallencamp, there were 
42 new entries for the virtual run.

E R I N  Q U I N N

Mia Bohler-Wragge of Walden, placed fourth in the Shawangunk Runners kids’ half-mile run on July 8, 2019 at 
Overcliff/Undercliff. 
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Mohonk Preserve special events 
manager Tom Leader said that offer-
ing refunds to registrants had been 
“absolutely necessary given the state 
of the economy in the wake of the 
coronavirus,”

“While many runners did take us up 
on a refund, we were able to replace 
those with new registrants who were 
happy to help the [Mohonk] Preserve 
by participating in the virtual event.” 
His organization was “so grateful to 
our supporters for sticking with us as 
we develop innovative alternatives for 
all of the fundraising events that sup-
port the Preserve’s mission.”

Virtual events prove popular
The Rock The Ridge 50-mile run, 

which had to be postponed from May 
2 to September 26, takes its partici-
pants through some of the most sce-
nic and challenging parts of both the 
Mohonk Preserve and Minnewaska 
State Park. Registrants can defer 
their entry to May 2021, transfer 
their registration to another person, 
or withdraw and have the fundraising 
requirement waived. 

“We are working with registrants if 
none of the solutions provided are ac-
ceptable, and so far we are extremely 
happy with the results,” said Leader. 
New registrations are coming in al-
most daily.

Schallencamp thinks it’s highly un-
likely that the Shawangunk Runners 
will be able to host their annual Sum-
mer Solstice nine-mile race sched-
uled for June 24 at the West Trapps 
Bridge. He’s also doubtful about be-
ing able to host their Summer Series 
weekly night races, a 37-year tradi-
tion, “unless something drastically 
changes.” He promised further news 
by the end of May.

The Onteora Runners Club has 
cancelled its ten-race Grand Prix for 
2020 as well as their Woodstock 5K 
and 15K scheduled for May 24. “We 
have three races that the club puts 
on yearly, and two of them have been 
cancelled this year so far,” said ORC 
president Diana Karron. “I suspect 
that the last one, scheduled for July 
17, will be cancelled as well, but we’ll 
make that determination at our board 
meeting on May 26.” 

Discussions are taking place about 
rescheduling the New Paltz Regional 
Chamber of Commerce’s Father’s Day 
half-marathon and 5K races from 
June to October. 

Several long-established fall run-
ning races in the region could be 
displaced, including the Pfalz Chal-
lenge ten-mile single-track trail race 
on September 26 and the Rosendale 
Runs Half-Marathon on October 18, 
if some of the bigger spring events 
having to be rescheduled. 

There are also the Ulster Corp Zom-
bie Run 5K on October 31 and the Sha-
wangunk Runner’s After the Leaves 
half-marathon on November 8. 

Further changes are likely if the 
Pfalz challenge is moved from Sep-
tember 26 to October 4 because of 
the RTR event.“We’ll be opening 
registration in the next few weeks,” 
Leader said. “Our plan is to offer a 
virtual option for the race if people 
don’t feel comfortable gathering in 
large groups. We also are making 
modifications like switching to grab-
and-go food instead of the usual chili 
lunch to prevent large crowds from 
congregating in one place.”

Working together works
Coordination is essential. An online 

Facebook group for running race di-
rectors called the Race Directors Hub 
is discussing the problems.

“It’s going to take a certain level of 
cooperation and being inventive to 
try and make this work,” explained 

longtime running race director Lead-
er. “There is the potential for conflict 
with all of the existing races sched-
uled of the fall and the rescheduled 
ones, and there’s not a lot of com-
munication between everyone, which 
I think there’s going to need to be so 
that we’re not in competition for the 
same runners to enter. And honestly, 
how many half-marathons can people 
run in one season?”I

If there are races in the late spring, 
summer and/or fall, race directors 
are already contemplating what that 
could look like. Would they resort to 
staggered starts? Would they have to 
limit the number of entrants? Would 
participants need to wear masks? 
Would there be water stations and aid 
stations, and if so what would be the 
requirements for those?

“For the Shawangunk Runners, 
it doesn’t matter if we host a race or 
not,” said Schallenkamp. ‘We don’t 
need the money to keep operating. 
But races that are geared towards 
raising large amounts of money for 
charities and organizations or are for-
profit? That’s going to be tricky. We 
have relatively small races with 100 to 
300 people. I can’t imagine how they 
will put on the New York City Mara-
thon with 10,000 people in October?”

What the runners say
Hudson Valley One checked in 

with members of the local running 
community about what they are do-
ing. Here’s what we found out from 
eight of them: Catherine Herne, 
Jason Taylor, Glenn Geher, Dennis 
Moore, Jason Friedman, JoEllen Val-
entine, Mark Eisenhandler, and Phil 
Vondra. SUNY New Paltz physics 
professor Catherine Herne is an avid 
runner who is often on the podium 
at area trail races. She said that she 
would be interested in participating 
in more events like that! In a normal 
week.”What keeps me going is the op-
portunity to be outside, even if it’s not 
on all of the trails we love, and oc-
casionally running with others,” she 

said. “I do some speed work on my 
own, and perhaps another thing that 
would help is virtual group workouts 
each week.”

Jason Taylor, another staple at local 
races, looks forward to participating 
in as many Onteora Runners events 
as he can, and he starts each season 
by marking these down on his calen-
dar. “I was initially very skeptical of 
the idea of a ‘virtual’ race,” he admit-
ted. But he enjoyed it more than he 
had anticipated. Seeing his time and 
route posted prompted a sense of ca-
maraderie. No longer commuting to 
an office for Scenic Hudson, he said 
that he has more time to run than he 
did “pre-crisis.”

“I very much enjoy my various 
weekday loops through the village,” 
Taylor said, “Starting the day by tour-
ing through some other neighbor-
hoods provides a welcome reminder 
of the presence of other people, even 
if we can’t have contact with them …. 
Just today, I visited Mud Pond for the 
first time, which absolutely feels like 
tourism. Mapping out a route for next 
weekend’s run makes it easy to stay 
motivated.”

SUNY psychology professor Glenn 
Geher tested positive for Covid 19 
and “had a nasty two-week bout of it.” 
He had several races lined up, all of 
which have either been cancelled or 
postponed. “That was a bummer, for 
sure,” he said. “As silly as it sounds, 
I’m furious at Covid 19, and I’ve been 
taking every opportunity I can to 
stand up to it. I guess that’s been my 
approach to fighting this beast.”

Seventy-three-year-old Dennis 
Moore and some running buddies 
went to virtual racing. “Recently he 
and his cronies competed in a  virtual 
race 13,000 miles apart. “Talk about 
social distance,” he said. There were 
three participants in New Paltz, one 
in Virginia, and four in New Zea-
land. They  coordinated the start and 
finish on cell phones. Moore gave out 
virtual t-shirts and virtual medals. 
The youngest, in his sixties, got the 

“youth division” medal.”
Local doctor, ultramarathoner, 

host of the podcast “The Pain Cave,” 
and last year’s winner of Rock The 
Ridge’s 50-miler Jason Friedman said 
he detected a surge in the popular-
ity of FKTs -- Fastest Known Times, 
where you select a defined route and 
try to run it faster than anyone has 
done it before.   “People are training 
for big FKT attempts and using them 
as proxies for race efforts,” He said.

Joellen Valentine, a lawyer and 
mother of three, had been train-
ing hard for now-postponed events. 
Some 16,429 people worldwide had 
signed up for one of the two virtual 
races she joined, the Virtual Race 
Across Tennessee.

“I am not particularly fast, so I have 
always loved recreational racing for 
the community,” Valentine said. “I 
miss that part of it the most, so join-
ing the virtual community of runners 
seemed like the perfect solution for 
these times.”

Mark Eisenhandler, a passionate 
runner, cyclist and triathlete said that 
he’s seeing much more virtual racing 
in his circles with Zwift, the online 
indoor cycling simulation game. “The 
intriguing features of virtual racing 
are that you can participate with peo-
ple worldwide, at almost any time of 
day and skill level,” he said. “And you 
can do this all from your basement.”

He also likes to check in on his 
athletic comrades via the endurance 
sports app Strava, a sort of Facebook 
for triathletes. “I see Strava as a ba-
rometer and another tool,” Eisen-
handler said. “These types of events 
not only often support local worthy 
causes but can provide a sense of 
community with other athletes. Hav-
ing a virtual event on the calendar 
provides that motivation to train for 
many runners as well.” 

Fifty-one-year-old Phil Vondra, 51, 
the 100 mile national trail-running 
champion in the 50-55 age group, 
said he’s enjoying running as much 
as ever, despite the fact that two of 
his big races had been cancelled. He 
loves running and training. He does 
miss running with some of his train-
ing buddies, like Friedman. “I don’t 
run with a lot of people, but I do have 
a small group that I really enjoy. I 
miss running with Jay because we 
always have so much to talk about. 
When we only have an hour to run, 
I get anxious because I know that we 
have at least two hours of things to 
talk about!” 

He usually with his dog George, an 
Australian labradoodle prominently 
featured on Vondra’s Instagram posts. 
“Fitness is long-term, so keeping run-
ning is not just about next week or 
next month,” he said. ‘It’s about next 
year. the year after, and many years 
after that. So keep running!”

We’ve got to run it out
While most runners are missing 

the communal aspect of running, the 
pre-race and post-race check-ins, the 
group runs and training sessions, the 
shared experience of hitting the trails 
and carriage roads and streets togeth-
er, there’s hope that reuniting may not 
be too far off in the distance. We’ve 
just got to ride it out and run it out. 

E R I N  Q U I N N

Steve Schallenkamp gives runners the basic rules of running the race at 
the Undercliff/Overcliff trailhead last year.
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Spotlight on reopening
Stressed local businesses counting down 
the days until the state’s phased reopening

by Frances Marion Platt and Terence P Ward

A
s the May 15 end of the “New York on pause” order ap-
proaches without being extended, local business orders are mak-
ing preparations for how to reopen in a way that will keep workers 
and customers safe from a virus for which there is no natural im-
munity and no vaccine. New Paltz Eye Care is considered an es-
sential business, but Dr. Elinor Descovich and optician Constance 

Rubow haven’t been seeing anyone who doesn’t have an urgent need. They’ve 
been using that time to reconfigure their storefront operation and reconsider all 
of their procedures.

“We wanted to do our part to flatten the curve,” Descovich said. The busi-
ness opted to keep their staff of a dozen part- and full-timers home until they 
felt they could keep the novel coronavirus from being transmitted on their 
watch. Among the changes are ones that are already becoming commonplace: 
plexiglass sneeze shields between customers and staff members, temperature 
checks and health questions at the door; and masks being required of anyone 
inside. Hand-washing, already a standard practice in most places, will become 
even more widespread and be supplemented by hand sanitizer and disinfecting 
wipes at every work station.

An ultraviolet light will be used to disinfect hard surfaces such as eyeglasses, 
computer keyboards and mouses, and other surfaces that can’t be wiped with 
alcohol. At first there won’t be more than one patient — plus any caregiver — 
inside at a time, as the processes are mastered. In addition to masks for the 
protection of others, staff members will now be wearing scrubs to make it easier 
to wash away potential infection.

It doesn’t seem that the money to 
pay for all these changes can come 
from the paycheck protection pro-
gram loan recently received. Three-
quarters of that money must go to re-
hiring and paying employees. Rubow 
said a “big investment” in new equip-
ment was necessary to operate at all 
under the circumstances.

“We all do what we have to do,” 
Descovich said. “It’s a different time, 
now.”

The bulk of the guidance they’ve 
received has come from colleagues 
and trade groups, they said. Their 
plans are to reopen May 18 if the gov-
ernor does not extend the pause or-
der, but to reevaluate otherwise. They 
are continuing to serve patients who 
can’t wait, such as children develop-
ing new vision problems and diabetic 
patients in need of annual exams/ 
But they prefer to hold off on routine 
care until that date.

If you’ve ever hung around down-
town New Paltz on a weekend morn-
ing or early afternoon looking for a 
bite to eat, you’re sure to have noticed 
a line of customers straggling out the 
door of the Main Street Bistro, wait-
ing their turn to be seated. It takes 
some seriously bad weather to deter 
them. Locals have known for many 
decades – even under previous own-
ership as the Gay ‘90s, with very near-
ly the same menu and casual décor – 
that the brunch selections are worth 
the wait.

Something more malevolent than 
rain, sleet or snow is in the air these 
days, and Bistro owners Doug and 
Teresa Thompson decided to close 
the popular eatery for a while rather 
than cut back operations to curbside 
service. But as of this Friday, May 15, 
governor Andrew Cuomo has decreed 
that construction and manufacturing 
businesses in most upstate counties 
will be allowed to reopen. As of May 
11, the Hudson Valley as a whole still 
had to satisfy two more of the state’s 
metrics to qualify for this benedic-
tion: a 14-day decline in hospital 
deaths under two per 100,000 resi-
dents’ new hospitalizations. Ulster 
County hopes to qualify

Sit-down restaurant service re-

mains on hold pending a later phase 
of the state reopening plan, but the 
Thompsons are taking the first phase 
of the rollout as their cue to reinsti-
tute curbside service. Regulars are 
sure to rejoice. “The four phases seem 
appropriate. I feel like we should not 
rush into opening everything at once,” 
Doug says. “We are reopening May 15 
for to-go. Moving forward, we’re only 
going to employ what we are allowed 
to have, as far as social distancing 
and capacity allows. We are creating 
online menus, so guests can use their 
phone at the tables for menus and for 
to-go ordering.”

It was financial pressure that con-
vinced the Thompsons to reopen the 
Bistro’s doors to the public this week. 
“I am opening now because bills need 
to be paid. SBA loans only go so far 
and only pay certain things. Insur-
ance is still due. It’s nice that compa-
nies are giving you three months, but 
that three months’ worth of insurance 

and rent is still due,” notes Doug. He 
is hoping that the governor will open 
restaurants by June to at least 50 per-
cent capacity. “I feel it is going to be 
a slow process in getting customers 
back. It is going to take a lot of time, 
effort and money to make sure new 
social distancing and sanitizing prac-
tices are put in place.”

He’s hoping “we can all hang on.” 
He hopes SUNY comes back. ”There 
are a lot of hardworking business 
owners with families in our commu-
nity that rely on their business for in-
come.” Thompson said. “The summer 
and fall months’ income help get us 
through the winter. If this all does not 
turn around by winter, a lot of restau-
rants and businesses could be closed 
next year.”

 
Further down Main Street at 
the Water Street Market, Harry Lip-
stein juggles two businesses, his 
commercial real-estate company, 

Cornwall Builders Corp., and the not-
for-profit Denizen Theatre. It’s clear 
to him that a phased rollout is the 
way to go, in terms of restarting the 
local economy. 

“My real-estate business has a small 
office, and they have been working ef-
fectively remotely. When the time is 
appropriate, they will go back to the 
workplace,” he says. “We still had to 
maintain properties, service our ten-
ants. We are charged with the safety 
of our tenants, paying our property 
and school taxes, insurance et cetera.”

Lipstein contends that building 
contractors working mindfully to-
gether on a jobsite can manage their 
tasks in a way that doesn’t facilitate 
spread of the virus. For getting the 
construction trades back up and run-
ning, “May 15 seems absolutely ap-
propriate,” he says. “Construction 
outside of the urban areas occur in a 
very controlled setting. Whether it is 
a single-family house or commercial 

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

The mostly empty streets of Saugerties (top) and Woodstock (above).
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property, I believe there are ways to 
be very conscious of how to interact 
with other tradesmen, as well as the 
public, for safety.”

Inviting an audience into the tight 
confines of a black-box theater is 
another matter. “The theater is cur-
rently closed, although we are work-
ing remotely planning and selecting 
work for future productions,” he says. 
“As a theater owner, I believe it is not 
time to open our doors. We are still 
in a very cautious state of mind as a 
society, and we have to be respectful 
of people’s feelings toward being too 
close to strangers.”

Lipstein isn’t yet ready to project 
a date when he’d feel comfortable 
reopening Denizen. It’s a very ime-
intensive process. “We can’t just open 
our doors and run a play,” he saya/ “It 
takes many months of preparation: 
picking a cast, rehearsals, getting the 
rights to the plays et cetera. Gener-
ally, there is at least a three-month 
lag time between wanting to do a play 
and being able to produce it.”

Sustaining an arts organization 
is always a daunting task, but espe-
cially in these times, with no income 
streams from ticket sales. “The finan-
cial costs of these mandatory closings 
have been extremely painful for many 

individuals,” Lipstein laments. “The 
PPP program has been extremely 
cumbersome and difficult to work 
with.” 

What about manufacturing busi-
nesses, which have Cuomo’s blessing 
to resume operations this Friday in 
much of the state, though not yet in 
the mid-Hudson? “We think May 15 
is a good time to reopen, assuming 
the number of infections continue to 
trend downward,” says Darin Seim, 
president of R&F Handmade Paints 
in Kingston. “We primarily manufac-
ture artists’ paints and teach classes in 
how to use them. We have cancelled 
all classes and workshops through 
[at least] the summer, which is sad, 
but does allow us to expand produc-
tion into that space in our building. 
We are working on a plan right now 
that will allow staff to spread out to 
a great degree, but continue to work 
and be productive. Several adminis-
trative staff will work from home, and 
we may have a staggered schedule to 
reduce the density of people in the 
building even further.”

 Outside visitors will be appoint-
ment-only for the time being.

According to Seim, his employees’ 
“comfort level in returning to work” 

is the primary driver of any decisions 
to resume activity; but ironically, de-
mand has not slackened, and sup-
ply-chain issues have arisen. “Artists 
continue to create, and much of their 
purchasing has shifted online, so we 
continue to receive orders that we 
can’t fill from retailers and distribu-
tors. Still, we can wait longer if that 
will help the long-term safety and 
health of our community.” profit.”

R&F is definitely feeling the finan-
cial pressure, despite having been 
able to secure a Paycheck Protection 
Program loan, which “has allowed us 
a little breathing room to get a plan 
in place for reopening,” Sein says. 
“We are fortunate in any number of 
ways, but one is that we make a cou-
ple of unique, high-quality products, 
and we have a devoted following for 
them. It hurts to be shut down, but 
the demand will be there, and we 
will bounce back, hopefully having 
learned something from all of this.”

  
Woodstock is a town whose re-
tail businesses depend heavily on 
tourist traffic, so these are tough times 
indeed for their proprietors. Jacque-
line Kellachan and James Conrad, 
co-owners of The Golden Notebook. 
They are taking a philosophical view 

of the current crisis, however. “All we 
can do is let the data on the disease 
guide economic policy for the region. 
We are comfortable with the regional 
approach that New York State is tak-
ing. More coordination now means 
less chaos and uncertainty later,” Kel-
lachan says. “Woodstock is in Ulster 
County, in the mid-Hudson Valley, 
and there have been more cases, more 
hospitalizations and more deaths in 
our region compared to upstate … By 
the guidelines, we need more time for 
those indicators to come down before 
we as a region, county and as a busi-
ness can reopen.”

Bsiness has not been entirely on 
hold during the pandemic. “Our 
bookstore has been doing online and 
telephone orders since March,” she 
explains. “We have curbside pickup, 
local deliveries and ship all over the 
US. What will figure most promi-
nently into our calculations for re-
opening is guidance on the number 
of customers we can safely have in 
our space at one time, and contin-
ued guidance on the public wearing 
masks when they enter retail spaces. 
We have already made plans for how 
we will make safety adjustments to 
our retail space and protect our em-
ployees. We will be very ready to re-
open once we get the green light. Our 
bookstore has been around 41 years. 
We have survived Amazon, and we 
will survive Covid 19.”

 
Jeanette and Anthony Aprile, 
co-owners of Clouds Gallery, a crafts 
store right on Woodstock’s village 
green since 1974, are feeling grate-
ful right now that they haven’t had 
to lay off a large staff to keep their 
business afloat. “The last seven weeks 
have been difficult,” Jeanette Aprile  
reports. “We are a husband-and-wife 
business, so our situation is different 
from, let’s say, a restaurant, which has 
numerous employees and substantial 
operating expenses. However, if we 
have to stay closed beyond the end of 
May, it will become increasingly more 
difficult.” 

The Apriles have found federal 
relief programs such as PPP loans 
cumbersome: “It has helped us to get 
through the last seven weeks. How-
ever, the guidance keeps changing re-
garding the terms of the federal relief 
packages, so it has created a certain 
level of uncertainty regarding the 
forgiveness and/or repayment of that 
relief.”

Clouds is ready to resume opera-
tions as soon as New York State gives 
Ulster County permission. “I think it 
would be an appropriate time to al-
low small retailers to open,” Jeanette 
Aprile said. “Most mom-and-pop 
Main Street small businesses can 
easily implement safety precautions 
such as enhanced cleaning and sani-
tizing, social distancing within the 
store, contactless payments, online/
phone orders with curbside pickup, 
and limiting the number of people in 
the store. I feel it would be easier for 
small retail stores to implement and 
adhere to these guidelines then larger 
department stores …. We are the only 
employees, and therefore it would be 
fairly easy for us in terms of working 
together.”

 
Linda Lalita Winnick, who oper-
ates Shakti Yoga studios in Wood-
stock and Saugerties, is currently of-
fering remote classes via Zoom. She’s 
eager to reopen her in-person classes, 
“if spaced properly and using protec-
tion,” as soon as permissible. “I can 
probably hold outdoor yoga classes. 
We did it the week before we were 
told to close, and it was safe because 
we followed the spacing and other 
guidelines,” she said. “It will be hard 
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Uptown Kingston (top) and Downtown New Paltz (above).
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to be safe for indoor classes. I may 
be able to do it with a smaller group 
of students. I am lucky because my 
studio gets lots of sun and has cross-
ventilation.”

Winnick’s decisions will be deter-
mined by the comfort level of her 
clients being in a public space to 
do yoga, but the rent she has to pay 
on her Saugerties space is increas-
ing the financial pressure to resume 
business. “I am trying to reduce my 
overhead until I figure it out,” she 
said. “We are offering a combination 
of Zoom classes and are setting up 
outdoor locations  -- that limit tick 
exposure: the other plague! -- to host 
our classes. It looks very promising. 
Trying to be flexible and patient, like 
a good yogini!”

David Santner is at a point in his 
life when he could retire instead of 
reopening the Bakery in New Paltz, 
a business he has nurtured alongside 
its own sourdough starter for the past 
40 years. He believes that getting his 
landmark North Front Street busi-
ness running again after the pandem-
ic is the right thing to do. There are 
vendors to pay, and employees who 
have worked for him for decades, He 
opened the doors in 1981. 

When and how the Bakery will be 
reopened remains to be seen, and 
Santner’s challenges and questions 
are among those shared by many lo-
cal business owners. The local entre-
preneur made his comments during a 
video conference facilitated by mayor 
Tim Rogers, part of a weekly check-

in with business owners about how 
their companies are faring during the 
economic coma induced to limit the 
spread of a novel coronavirus.

The Bakery is a tight space, and 
maintaining a social distance of six 
feet would be a challenge on either 
side of the counter. It didn’t look 
economically viable to keep the eat-
ery open once the governor ordered 
customers must remain outside, and 
instead Santner closed entirely, lay-
ing off a staff of 22. While hundreds 
of mostly college students have cycled 
through the counter jobs over the 
years, it’s more typical for someone 
on the kitchen staff to remain for “de-
cades,” Santner said. One person has 
worked there since opening day in 
1981.

Santner recalled those times, and 
how he was overcome by anxiety the 
night before he was due to present 
before the village planning board, 
which he understood had a reputa-
tion for rejecting businesses. He cut 
his iconic ponytail — which he’d had 
since eighth grade, and apparently 
was not gone long — and borrowed 
a suit to better his chances. Wheth-
er the haircut and suit helped is not 
known, but he was only asked ques-
tions about bagels and breads, and 
shown gratitude for opening a bakery 
in the village. 

That’s actually all it was at first, 
with a staff of four turning out the 
bialys and the bagels, the breads 
and the rolls. Over time, newer bak-
ers have introduced cakes and other 
sweets which commanded much of 

the display cases in recent years.
Reopening could mean returning 

the Bakery to its eponymous nature, 
but there’s a reason why Santner ex-
panded to sandwiches and seating: 
people may have really wanted a bak-
ery in town, but they weren’t spend-
ing enough to make one profitable. 
The cozy atmosphere made it a good 
place to meet or run into friends and 
neighbors, but that same coziness is 
just what the doctor isn’t ordering 
right now. 

It’s also a tight fit behind the coun-
ter, where it takes three people to 
handle all the customers. That’s why 
Santner didn’t apply for paycheck 
protection program money, because 
he didn’t feel he could safely bring 
those workers back in the time period 
allotted. 

He’s not convinced he could now 
turn any profit with just a bakery, 
but it’s possible all the baking experi-
ments happening at home will bolster 
interest in fresh-baked goods once 
no one has the time to knead dough 
daily.

With all the uncertainty and un-
knowns, Santner remains optimistic 
about the community overall. “New 
Paltz will always be a successful 
place,” he said, because of its proxim-
ity to New York City and locations of 
rare beauty. There may be a period of 
painful adjustment ahead, as he feels 
the proportion of restaurants has 
been too high for many years and this 
crisis could result in many permanent 
closures. Within five years, though, 
he expects that the village will be as 
vibrant and desirable as ever.
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Woodstock Tree Care
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.

We are also Tree Removal experts. 
Working in the area 25 years!

Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
Office: 845-679-3200

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

CASEY & SONS 
FLOOR SANDING

FINISHING
“Serving the Community  

For Over 45 years”
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845•336•8555

STOVES & FIREPLACES

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded
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Call (845)706-1713 or (845) 679-8932

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
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Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

THE JOY OF BUILDING
New construction, additions,  

renovations, and historical restorations

MARK PERITZ  •  845 399-3080   
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We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.
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Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
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Feedback

hv1

A tired thought
Everyone looks weary on Skype.

Sparrow
Phoenicia

Take deep breaths
The current worldwide ongoing 

tragedy known as the coronavirus 
pandemic is devastating lives in most 
countries and changing our world as 
we have known it. In spite of all the 
loss of life and the incredible pain so 
many people are going through, can 
we take a little time to consider a pos-
sible benefit? I know it’s hard to con-
ceive anything good at this time. But 
let’s look at some of the effects we’ve 
been organically experiencing.   

I’m hearing from more and more 
friends that they are really enjoying 
being home, with new vegetable gar-
dens being erected and new plants 
and flowers going into the ground. 
And more time for  reading books, 

and washing food, and cooking lots of 
meals. More of us are noticing the gift 
of nurturing the home life. 

So many of us are struggling with 
concern about our jobs, our dwin-
dling savings, and all the bills that 
keep coming. But we are also notic-
ing that our rhythms of life are shift-
ing away from the fast paced tread-
mill that we’ve been on for so long. In 
fact, all the people 30 years of age and 
under have no idea of a slower paced 
world. They don’t know how to han-
dle going more slowly, but the cells in 
their bodies are relaxing a little more 
each day. And maybe, before we get 
right back into that frenzied kind of 
life that we’ve learned to experience 
as “normal,” just maybe many of us 
will realize that we have choices/

We don’t have to go back. We can 
go forward, and that might look like 
accepting less money for a more re-
laxed lifestyle. What a novel idea. 
And maybe, just maybe, reaching for 
the “biggest and the best” might lose 
some of its appeal. 

If we slow down a little as a society, 
and shift our dreams and goals toward 
a more relaxed and enjoyable way of 
life, the corporate world will have no 
choice but to shift their perspective. 
Why? Because, believe it or not, we, 
the public, are the consumers and the 
corporations are the mirrors of what 
we choose to consume. If we shift, they 
will follow, whether they like it or not.

Please notice, for a few moments 
each day that the pace of this current 
life we are living has some wonderful 
and healthy benefits. And take a few 
deep breaths and see if you are go-
ing slow enough to actually smell the 
roses. You just might like it.   

Marty Klein
Woodstock

Get cranking, please
I hope sincerely that you and your 

team are doing well in these straited 
times, but it does seem to me that if 
the scrappy little BlueStone Press can 
manage to continue to show up on the 
rag stands, Ulster Publishing could 
do likewise. What is the holdup? 

I mean, you could even put up the 
price to two bucks now and it would 
probably get scarfed up, especially by 
all these entrenched second homers 
infesting our region these days. 

Come on, get cranking, please.
Jac Conaway

Olivebridge

The red flags are raised. 
First raised by legislators Lynn Ar-

cher, Tracey Bartels, and Eve Walter 
in their opposition to pouring money 
into a TechCity building during a 
budget crisis, then by comptroller 
March Gallagher’s hard projection of 
the county’s budget coming up some-
where between $35 million to $50 
million short, and finally by finance 
commissioner Burt Gulnick’s projec-
tion of a $30-million-to-$40-million 
budget gap.

It’s been said that county executive 
Pat Ryan is expecting Washington or 
Albany to come to the rescue. If true, 
I think that’s wishful thinking on his 
part. 

Washington is tens of trillions in 
debt and New York is only one of 50 
states that will be clamoring for fed-
eral assistance. Albany is looking at 
a $16-billion budget gap that keeps 
growing, and Ulster is only one of 62 
counties that will be asking for finan-
cial assistance, with New York City 
asking for the most.  

I personally want to thank legisla-
tors Archer, Bartels, and Walter for 
their prudent concern, Burt Gulnick 
for the budget update, and comptrol-
ler Gallagher for her timely warning 
that our once-balanced budget is 
about to hit the proverbial fan. Ryan 
has eight months to cut spending this 
year and prepare some semblance of 
a balanced budget for 2021.

I remember when the [county] jail 
ran $30 million over budget, and my 
property tax went up 30 percent. I 
dread what’s on the horizon for us if 
Ryan doesn’t start making some sig-
nificant cuts soon. 

Thomas Kadgen
Shokan

Living free or lockdown
Libertarians believe that people 

should be able to do whatever they 
want if their actions don’t hurt oth-
ers. The principle is supported by the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the Con-
stitution.   President Thomas Jeffer-
son, a hero of libertarians, was quoted 
saying “If a law is unjust, a man is not 
only right to disobey it, he is obligated 
to do so.”

The Tenth Amendment provides 
the dederal government has emer-
gency powers to manage, support, 
and give guidance to the states until 
such time as the major portion of the 
authority can be transferred to the 
states. 

We are on a cusp where despite not 
knowing everything about the Covid 
19 virus we do have enough informa-
tion to release the restrictions on all 
of us, including businesses.  We have 
common sense and can do enough 
to control ourselves. For example, we 
have learned so much about protect-
ing our older citizens who have detri-
mental health conditions. 

Not all counties are the same in 
New York State.  In April 2020, New 
York City recorded 39 percent of 
34,713 deaths due to the Covid pan-
demic.

The rate of Covid deaths to the 
total deaths in New York City is sig-
nificantly higher than the rest of the 
state’s.  Also reported is that the death 
rate for causes like heart conditions 
and cancer is on a significant rise due 
to hospitals being forced to limit pa-
tient admissions for conditions not 
related to Covid.

The highest death rate per 100,000 
for Covid is 16.49 in Belgium fol-
lowed by France at 14.99, then the 
United Kingdom at 14.89, then Italy 
at 13.99.   The United States is at the 
low end measured with 6.0 and Ger-
many even lower at 4.49. 

Governor Andrew Cuomo wants 
more testing for Covid 19 for an un-
known reason. The only accurate sta-
tistic to make predictions is the death 
rate for the period and then for the 
reason and location. The contradic-
tion in wanting more testing in the 
state appears erratic. 

Some require a doctor’s prescrip-
tion. I drove past the testing site on 
Technology Drive, and it was empty. 
perhaps because the site requires a 
prescription. A new site was opened 
in Kingston where you didn’t need a 
prescription, but you needed to make 
an appointment.  

The person taking my call said I 
didn’t need the test if I wasn’t in con-
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tact with someone with Covid and I 
had no symptoms, Go figure how that 
provides for more testing.

The quickest way to end this lock-
down is to require all federal, state 
and local legislators and their em-
ployees to forgo their salary until 
the country can return to work. Why 
should the 33 million “non-essential” 
workers suffer a loss of income with 
an unemployment rate at a Depres-
sion level while the governments are 
exempt because they are “essential”?

I went to my doctor who advised 
that I should wear a mask for the ap-
pointment and leave off the gloves. As 
I entered, the doors were opened for 
me, and the nurse took a three-sec-
ond forehead swab to check my tem-
perature to make sure I wouldn’t be 
spreading the virus.

Restaurants should be allowed 
to offer outside dining and interior 
dining if they check temperatures of 
their patrons. Tables can be spaced 
from each other and as it’s a practice, 
dishes get washed. The restaurant 
should adopt a sanitizing policy. 

There is no business that could not 
proceed using adopted procedures to 
make the public comfortable.

Woodstock, let’s get rolling and 
make some creative changes. No one 
is getting locked up for all the regu-
lations, so what’s the good of an un-
enforceable law?  Let the public de-
termine what’s best for them.  The 
merchants will be driven by a strong 
urge to draw customers, and we will 
be glad to get on the return to normal.

Jim Dougherty
Shady

Bring back the past
I am a Woodstock resident, and I 

understand that due to the pandemic 
that Ulster Publishing was forced to 
contract its newspaper services to an 
online platform that encompasses a 
county wide rather than town-specif-
ic news. I am writing as a most loyal 
Woodstock Times reader (and occa-
sional classified ad lister and user) to 
urgently plead with  your company 
to return to a town-specific, printed 
platform once the Covid restrictions 
are eased. 

Your local paper is an invaluable 
resource not only for truly local news 
unobtainable anywhere else but 
serves also as a irreplaceable venue 
for the promotion of active democ-
racy and civic discourse. 

Woodstock Times is a place where 
citizens can read about the issues spe-
cific to their own town, the govern-
mental response to those issues, and 
actively share their views via letters to 
the editors, etc. 

I am convinced that this unique op-
portunity greatly contributes to mak-
ing Woodstock the special town that 
it is, where citizens both care and are 
actively engaged in the town’s affairs. 
Sometimes this had led to heated 
debates --  most recently the library 
issues, concerns  about short-term 
rentals, 5G and much, much more! 
What would Woodstock life and local 
politics be without it?

Please don’t take these colorful  and 
necessary exchanges and information 
away from us!

Julie Szabo
Woodstock

Death has become public 
Grief is like grabbing the hot han-

dle of a cast-iron pan with your bare 
hand after the gas burner had been 
turned off. We drop it. Today, unex-
pressed grief is on every TV channel, 
and the majority of Facebook posts, 
as well as hidden in every dialogue we 
have. Of all our emotions, grief stands 
with its arm on death’s shoulder. The 
silence that surrounds our grief fills 
with our emotions, of rage, fear, pain, 
hopelessness and the loss of love, all 
hushed by our worry of becoming 
overwhelmed. One grieves only when 
one has loved. 

The media uses all the aftereffects 
of grief to hold their audience’s atten-
tion. Those who deliver these stories 
do not grieve on air. They do not al-
low their voices to crack, their tears 
to be seen or their hearts to break in 
front of their audiences. Like make-
up, they hide their emotional truths. 
To mourn is to show weakness, to 
reveal that you have loved, that you 
have given of self. This vulnerably 
would reveal far too much truth. 

Death has become public, it has 
stepped beyond family into the town 
square. Like hangings of old, we are 
witnessing death daily on our screens, 
in our hospitals and nursing homes. 
Funerals cannot take place for fear 
of spreading more death. People are 
dying alone, in isolation and grief 
has dug deeper into our souls to hide 
from being seen or heard. 

What emotional intelligence tells 
me is that biologically what we want 
to do is wail, rend our clothes, fall to 
the ground to express the sorrow in 
our souls for the world to know how 
deeply we have loved. To swallow 
grief is to repress love. 

Everyone reads each other’s affect, 
and when there is no affect, or it has 
been shut down, we all know it. The 
first stage in losing trust is to see no 
affect, no expression of emotion that 
reads true. In fact, our affect over-
rides the words we speak, others feel 
our emotions and ignore what we are 
saying. This truth happens daily on 
our screens. 

Go into the woods, close the bed-
room door, drive a back road and wail 
for the love that wants to come out 
you. I am headed there, the tears that 
roll down my cheeks nightly need to 
come fully, so I can feel love again. 

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Woodstock doublespeak
From the April 23 issue of Hudson 

Valley One: “The ZBA [Zoning Board 
of Appeals] had a quick meeting [on 
April 14, 2020] to vote on an out-
standing variance request [a request 
submitted by the chair of the ZBA] 
involving a shed, with three members 
in attendance sitting six feet apart,” 
said Woodstock supervisor Bill McK-
enna this week. “Now they’ve got only 
one other application on hold.”

The other application McKenna 
was referring to was submitted by a 
property owner to allow him to con-
struct an accessory apartment that 
would “enable his son, his wife and 
granddaughter to continue living in 
the Woodstock area.” It should have 
been heard at the March 26, 2020 
ZBA meeting that was cancelled. 

Why was that hearing cancelled and 
why wasn’t the cancelled hearing 
placed on the meeting agenda held on 
April 14, 2020? Your guess is as good 
as mine.

Howard Harris
Woodstock

Economic hardship
As our state and county continue to 

make progress toward reining in the 
health ravages of Covid 19, many of 
the impacts of the corresponding eco-
nomic slowdown are just beginning 
to be realized. A countless number of 
families and individuals throughout 
our nation and in our own communi-
ty were already living marginally be-
fore the onset of the pandemic, strug-
gling to make ends meet. Now, loss of 
employment, business and/or income 
has only exacerbated this situation. 
Even as the myriad of medical issues 
related to the virus are addressed and 
things begin to reopen, the return to 
economic normalcy will, in all likeli-
hood, be phased and slow, resulting 
in financial hardship for many for an 
extended period of time.

Recognizing this situation, New 
Paltz Community Foundation, Inc. 
(“NPCF”) recently instituted a meal 
voucher program to assist members of 
our community who are struggling to 
meet their dietary needs. Simultane-
ously, the program serves to support 
local restaurants and delis striving to 
keep their businesses operational and 
their employees working. 

The NPCF website lists those com-
munity partners who are able to ad-
vise potential recipients as to where 
they can pick up the vouchers and re-
ceive a list of the more than 30 local 
restaurants or delis from which they 
can chose to place their order. The 
plan is for the project to operate as 
long as the crisis creates the need and 
there are sufficient donations to sus-
tain the project. If you are aware of 
individuals or families in need, please 
make them aware of this opportunity.

NPCF is extremely grateful to our 
cooperating partners in this project, 
the participating restaurants and delis, 
and those that have contributed mon-
etarily to the cause. Their combined ef-
forts are helping to provide a valuable 
service during a difficult time and are 
a shining example of the strong sense 
of community that exists amongst us.

Robert McKenna
Vice-President

New Paltz Community Foundation
New Paltz

D I O N  O G U S T

Fishing on the Rondout Creek.
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An insider’s perspective
An interview with Mike 
Campbell at Colony 
in Woodstock about 
the plight of the venue 

by John Burdick

A
fter the basic ques-
tions of health and 
material welfare have 
been considered and 
satisfied, the next great 
uncertainty seems to 

surround what is going to be left of 
the culture in the wake of the COV-
ID-19 shutdown. What survives and 
what falls? What futures take their 
beginnings here? 

It is a question every bit as much 
about group psychology as about the 
interdependencies of economics, art, 
and epidemiology. How do business-
es based on congregation and com-
munity survive and rebuild. When a 
“new normal” emerges, what will it 
look like, and will people be quick to 
embrace it? The questions spin out of 
control quickly if you let them.

Music venues, of course, are a 
ground zero of COVID-19 devasta-
tion. It is a waiting game now for 
those who have the resources to wait. 
Those that haven’t already been shut-
tered. 

I spoke with Mike Campbell, head 
of booking at Colony in Woodstock, 
for an insider’s perspective on this 
unprecedented interregnum in which 
all rooms are dark and all stages emp-
ty. 

In his work at Colony, Mike has 
engineered an elegant balance be-
tween of local and national, between 
the kinds of music that have always 
played well in Woodstock and the 
kinds of music that we could perhaps 
use a little more of. Drawing on his 
own connections as a lifelong touring 
musician with eclectic tastes, Mike 
has brought a lot of fresh air into that 
historic, beautifully renovated room 
on Rock City Road. 

He has been venue manager and 
booker at the Colony since the venue 
reopened in the spring of 2017. He was 
a guitarist for the Long Island melod-
ic punk band Latterman throughout 
the early and mid 2000s. He is the 
bass player and longtime collabora-
tor of songwriter Laura Stevenson, 

whom he first met in 2007, playing 
on all five of her studio albums and 
touring with her band for over a de-
cade. Stevenson and Campbell were 
married in 2016. Campbell has also 
performed as a touring band member 
with songwriters Kevin Morby, and 
Craig Finn (of the Hold Steady).

He enjoys a unique 360-degree 
view on live music. It is an enterprise 
to which he is has given essentially all 
his adult life. I joke that the recent 
birth of his and Laura’s first child 

is just about the first serious thing 
he has done that doesn’t involve the 
stage. I wanted to know how it went 
down for him, what he is doing now, 
and, most of all where he thinks we 

D I O N  O G U S T

The Colony in Woodstock is closed.
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are headed.

I wrack my brain to think of a single 
thing venues can actively do to stay 
afloat. I come up pretty empty. How 
about you?
Our business is: I book shows that 
people want to go to. Those people go 
to the shows, where they buy food and 
alcohol. That’s the revenue stream. If 

there are no people to go to a build-
ing to buy products at that building, 
there is no business. 

You can do things like that to keep the 
brand alive, more than the business 
per se.
Right, we have been doing things like 
Jim Friskel’s weekly virtual open mic. 
which is great. It is content-gener-

ating, which is an important part of 
a venue’s and a promoter’s business. 
The end game of generating content 
is driving revenue. So we’re creating 
content, but it is basically just say-
ing, “Hello, everyone, we’re still here. 
Don’t forget that we exist when we 
open our doors again.” 

Until we can open doors again, 
short of good-spirited community 

support through gift certificates and, 
when we were still doing it, curbside 
food pickup, there’s not much we 
can do. You really need a couple of 
hundred people in the room buying 
drinks. Ten to 20 takeout orders day 
is a fraction of what our daily busi-
ness needs to be.

You were early in on the National In-
dependent Venue Association’s (NI-
VA’s) initiative to agitate for aid on 
behalf of performance venues. 
Yes, all we can do is things to hasten 
the state, local, and federal aid that 
we’re told we’re getting. But in the 
same way that people are struggling 
to get their individual unemployment 
benefits, going on six or eight weeks, 
the feeling is that you just wait to get 
the thing that is coming to you and 
that’s there’s nothing you can actively 
do. 

So we’re trying to challenge that 
and call the promise-makers to task 
with this 1400-plus union, I guess, of 
independently owned venues across 
the country, calling on the good will 
of people, and leveraging the strength 
of numbers, people massed together. 

If the people of Woodstock and 
the surrounding area all write Del-
gado, that’s all well and good, but if 
the people who support 1400 venues 
are all writing their representatives, 
that’s how change can happen. It’s re-
ally the most effective thing we can do 
at this point.

How did you get involved?
From interacting with people I know 
from having toured half my adult life, 
people that run First Avenue in Min-
neapolis, that run Le Poisson Rouge 
in New York City, other promoter 
friends in Phoenix and elsewhere. 
These are the people who spear-
headed this, and I am in couple of 
group chats with other independent 
promoters, so I was clued in early 
and was able to get Colony in on that 
initial launch. It has grown really 
quickly. 

I’ve pulled together with Mike Am-
ari (formerly of BSP, currently Bears-
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Rosendale fest 
cancelled

The 2020 Rosendale Street 
Festival scheduled for July 18 
and 19 has been cancelled. In 
a unanimous vote, the festival 
planning committee decided 
that it was not possible to 
move forward with the plan-
ning of the two-day festival 
that usually features over 100 
vendors, seven stages and over 
80 bands.

“In such an uncertain time, 
we all agreed that it was best 
to suspend the coordination of 
this year’s fest,” said co-chair 
Carrie Wykoff.

The group has started brain-
storming and re-imagining 
the event to meet the realities 
of this time. Some ideas being 
discussed are drive-in con-
certs and/or a virtual festival 
featuring videos from Street-
Fest favorites.

The group will meet again 
on June 3 at 7 p.m. at the 
Mountain Stage, in the Wil-
low Kiln Park behind the 
Rosendale Movie Theatre, practicing social distancing. New members are welcome to attend to help plan upcoming activities.

L A U R E N  T H O M A S

Children cool off at a past Rosendale Street Festival.

Almanac Weekly | art

Love flies to hospitals
New Paltz artist Ryan Cro-
nin’s #lovecanfly campaign hon-
ors essential workers across the 
globe by sharing his creation, 
“Love Can Fly” in partnership 
with #foundersgive, an initiative. 
Since March, #Foundersgive says 
it has delivered over a million 
products to help to feed 38 New 
York City hospitals. 

To support the work, Cronin is 
offering the original piece of art 
and a line of merchandise featur-
ing Love Can Fly, for purchase via 
his website, with a portion of the 
sales going directly to #founder-
sgive. 

In support of healthcare work-
ers in our area, Cronin will be 
donating 1500 pins to healthcare 
workers at Northern Dutchess 
and Vassar hospitals thanks to a 
gift by O’Connor and Partners of 
Kingston.

Cronin believes art is a con-
nector. This concept has been the 
driving force behind his work. 
He recently installed the origi-
nal piece of art on Main Street 
in New Paltz to share with the community as a 
symbol of love. Cronin also believes in making his 
work accessible to everyone and he is making the 
visual available to download via his website to use 

as the backdrop for virtual meetings, social media 
profile pics or to hang in a window as a symbol of 
unity, hope and love. For additional information, 
visit www.cronartusa.com.

P R O V I D E D

New Paltz artist Ryan Cronin to kick off Hospital Week by 
distributing 1,500 #lovecanfly buttons.
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ville Theater). He created an ad mat 
with the logos of all the Hudson Val-
ley venues for a region-specific NIVA 
landing page that automatically calls 
up the county, state and federal repre-
sentatives you should be reaching out 
to. It takes less than a minute. 

Mike, Drew Frankel (Levon Helm 
Studios) and I have been working 
on this together. Any attempt to get 
authorities to pay attention feels like 
throwing stuff against the wall to 
see what will stick. Drew, Mike and 
I have been in touch a lot. If we are 
given some kind of timeline for the 
return to normal, or the new normal, 
we think it would be nice to have the 
three main venues in town present 
something together.

It’s all I can do, other than like, 
check my email and have an agent 
move a date for the third time. That’s 
what my work day is like now.

Tell me about the moment at which 
you knew this was bad
March 12 was when we announced, 
three days before it was mandated. It 
was the first day of a four-day week-
end of killer shows that I was excited 
about: Mason Jennings, Archers of 
Loaf, which was on its way to sold-out, 
and the Welcome to Night Vale double 
header, which were both sold out.

I spoke to Woodstock town super-

visor Bill McKenna, and I spoke to 
Ulster County executive Pat Ryan. 
Everything was changing by the mo-
ment. Bill said, “I’m not telling you 
you can’t do business, but it sounds 
like mandates are coming soon.” 

I was faced with the decision. We 
have a banging weekend of business 
coming up, good for Colony, good for 
the town, and I have been told by the 
authorities that I don’t have to cancel 
this. 

But it felt irresponsible. It felt like 
we should cancel. I called [Colony 
owners] Neil and Lex Howard. They 
trust me to make decisions based on 
my instincts and my experience in 
this industry, and they backed the de-
cision to close. 

I then had to get in touch with Ar-
chers of Loaf ’s manager literally just 
before they all boarded a plane to 
Albany. An hour later, their Boston 
show the next night cancelled, and 
from then on it was this wave of can-
cellations. Everything was unprec-
edented. We thought we were closing 
for two weeks. We thought it was just 
going to go away. 

My methodology since is push that 
bulldozer a little bit forward every 
day, plow through the calendar, re-
scheduling or cancelling and refund-
ing. It has been like reverse engineer-
ing, undoing my normal job.

You deal with tons of artist manage-
ment. Is booking just like a make-be-
lieve, as-if thing where you go through 
the motions while we wait to see what 
is possible, and when?
It was that for a while, but then I 
started getting bounce back emails 
some of the biggest agencies that ex-
ist. Agents were being fired and fur-
loughed. The reality is setting in that 
this industry, from the top down, is 
coming unglued. It’s crazy. I am still 
getting tours routed to me in the fall. 
These legit, big-time agencies are still 
looking at October optimistically.

My most recent exchange con-
cerned a date in October with an 
agent I work with all the time, a guy 
who works with artists at all levels. I 
said, I am taking your temperature 
here. Do you really think this date will 
happen, or are we just going through 
the motions and we’ll address it later 
if we have to? He said he’s optimistic 
for club shows in 2020 but as far as 
large-scale theater or festival events, 
he doesn’t think that will happen un-

til 2021 at the earliest.
It’s a question of capacity now, 

whether 300-capacity clubs will have 
to reduce that by half or two-thirds. 
If it’s an airborne disease spread by 
coughing and sneezing, I am not sure 
how 100 versus 300 makes it better. 
But if that’s proven to be a solution, 
okay, but it is going to change ev-
erything, the kinds of offers we can 
make, everything.

Do you think audiences will be slug-
gish to return?
People are going to look at the expe-
rience of live music differently. They 
will be wary at first, and are they go-
ing to want to spend money on leisure 
activities? People will need to blow off 
steam. People will be starved for pub-
lic spaces and communal events, and 
the arts and entertainment, but also 
they will feel shell-shocked. You feel a 
little scared of outside and things you 
can’t control. It’s unknowable at this 
point.

The new criteria for getting booked is 
proving that you draw under a cer-
tain amount, so this could be a boom 
time for some of my projects and, like, 
noise bands.
Good point, like the inverse of Poll-
star.

Do you predict heavy venue losses?
Yes, it is already happening. Every in-
dependent venue is on the chopping 
block, and it’s not just the indepen-
dents. The biggest concert producers 
in the world are laying off half if not 
more of their staff. It’s really hard for 
venues that don’t own the property, 
or are in debt, and almost all music 
businesses are, as there is really not 
that much money to be made. 

Neil and Lex own the property. It’s 
been there 100 years. It’s an amazing 
room. I think it will be still be there. I 
think we’ll be back.

I come from a punk and DIY back-
ground, and think something that will 
happen organically is entrepreneurial, 
DIY, boutique venues blooming from 
the ashes, things that may be more 
interesting in the long run. With all 
the big concert promoters and venues 
shut down, people will be, like, “Well, 
if we want music, we have to make it 
ourselves.” That’s exciting to me.

For more information about NIVA 
and the #saveourstages initiative, vis-
it https://www.nivassoc.org.

Olana launches skycam
The Olana State Historic Site has 

decided to cancel its 2020 summer 
theatre festival.

On the occasion of Frederic 
Church’s 194th birthday, Olana has 
launched the Olana Eye, a live sky-
cam from the artist’s Studio Tower 
to share the iconic view of the Hud-
son River and Catskill Mountains, a 
view that Church painted that today 
inspires artists and visitors to Olana.
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Jack’s Rhythms won’t reopen

After winding down his New Paltz business 
ahead of the gubernatorial order to close up shop 
due to the pandemic, Jack’s Rhythms owner John 
Lefsky has decided not to reopen once the all-clear 
is sounded. Passersby noticed that merchandise in 
the window had been replaced with a “for rent” 
sign late last month. The phone number for the 
business is no longer in service.

Lefsky was an employee of then-owner Jack 
Goldberg when he purchased the shop in 2009 
with John Greak. Goldberg died just a few months 
later, and according to information on the store’s 
website, “The store continues to carry his name in 
tribute to the tremendous life he led, not just as 
a shopkeeper and music lover, but as a man who 
lived to connect with other people . . . . Hardly a 
day goes by that he is not thought of, or mentioned 
by a customer, and that is how it should be.” 

Goldberg opened his record business in 1990.
Jack’s Rhythms survived the downward interest 

in records that began in the Nineties, perhaps to the 

fact regular customers could talk at length with the 
proprietor about music and the world; Lefsky con-
tinued that tradition, and told a reporter in 2014 
that he could see the resurgent interest in vinyl.

 Parents, he recalled then, would be surprised 
when their children not only knew what a record 
was, but were actually seeking them out. The rea-
sons included a perception of ownership of music 
as opposed to the rent-like nature of digital fare, 
as well as an opinion that analog recordings cap-
ture nuance and subtlety better.

March 22, the day the “pause” order went into 
effect, Lefsky posted to his business Facebook 
page, “Well, that’s it for now. I’ll be checking FB 
periodically, yada yada...” with a video of Kevin 
Ayers’ “See You Later/Didn’t Feel Lonely Till I 
Thought of You.” He made a public post to his 
own Facebook feed April 30 about selling cabinets 
from the store. Attempts to contact him for com-
ment were unsuccessful.

— Terence P Ward

D I O N  O G U S T

John Lefsky at Jack’s Rhythms in New Paltz.

https://www.nivassoc.org
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Saugerties pages: Saugerties story (with one pic 20saugerti-
esthanks) and saugerties notes (with two pics 20saugerties-
valedictorian and 20saugertiessalutatorian)

Kingston pages: Kingston emergency food collective story by 
Lynn with two pics (20kingstonfood1, 20kingstonfood2) and 
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Erin’s running story (with 2 pics – 20 runners and 20run-
ners2)

Spotlight on reopening continued (with 4 pics – 20reopen-
ingnewpaltz, 20 reopeningsaugerties, 20reopeningkingston, 
20reopeningwoodstock)

Letter’s pages with leftover standalone pics

Almanac story by John Burdick about the Colony (with two 
pics 20colonyatwoodstock, 20mikecampbell)

Almanac Check it out notes (with three pics 20button, 
20rosendalestreetfest, 20jacksrythms)

For the first time, this view is now 
available online to audiences around 
the world at all times and in all sea-
sons. The Olana Eye skycam continu-
ously captures Olana’s atmospheric 
and climactic effects, which can be 
seen for miles across the Hudson Riv-
er Valley into the Catskill Mountains. 

The Olana Eye can be accessed at 
OLANA.org/OLANAEYE. 

TMI virtual storytelling
The Hudson Valley storytelling or-

ganization TMI Project will present 

Alone Together on Thursday, May 20 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Visit tmiproject.
salsalabs.org/alonetogether to re-
serve your spot. 

This virtual true storytelling per-
formance will feature stories about 
hope, resilience, loss, loneliness and 
the silver linings discovered dur-
ing the pandemic. The live perfor-
mance will feature six storytellers 
from across the country selected 
from an open call for stories. The 
event will be open to the public 
with a suggested donation of $20.  

“Since connecting in person is not 
possible right now, we know that the 
need to connect through sharing sto-
ries is stronger than ever said TMI 
Project’s co-founder and executive 
director Eva Tenuto. “TMI Project 
remains dedicated to our mission to 
ignite human connection through 
true storytelling during this time of 
social isolation. We look forward to 
continuing to serve our community 
through this and other online story-
telling events.”
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225 Party Planning/

Catering

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A 
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET 
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly 
Rentals. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan, 
Green (pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented), 
Red & Blue Handicap Accessible. (We also 
have a few w/sinks). Great for Construc-
tion/Building Sites, Sporting Events, Con-
certs, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Wed-
dings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party 
Events, etc. Call 845-658-8766, 845-417-
6461 or 845-706-7197. e-mail: TLKporta-
bles@gmail.com

350 Commercial 
Listings for Sale

Great Real Estate Opportunity. Owner 
retired. 20 acres zoned industrial w/town 
sewer, water, 3-phase, cable, high-speed in-
ternet. Private w/mountain view, stream. 4 
miles from NYS 87, exit 20, 1 mile from 
HITS, Saugerties. 2100 sq.ft. warehouse 
w/office space, w/“executive” office space. 
2700 sq.ft. of outbuildings. $485K w/partial 
owner financing available. Contact Gregg 
845-399-6670.

360 Office Space/
Commercial 
Rentals

NEW PALTZ: OFFICE/PROFESSIONAL 
SPACE. Large, Beautiful Soho loft-like 
space w/brick walls, new floors & new large 
windows. 71 Main Street, best downtown 
location. Seasonal views of Mohonk. Great 
light. $675/month. Call Owner 917-838-
3124, e-mail: steven@epicsecurity.com

380 Garage/
Workspace/
Storage

ASHOKAN 
STORE-IT

Ask About Our 
Long Term Storage Discount

 5x10 $40 5x15 $50 10x10 $70
 10x15 $90 10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504

1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

430 New Paltz 
Rentals

SOUTHSIDE TERRACE APARTMENTS 
offers semester leases for FALL 2020 and 
Short-Term for the Summer! Furnished 
studios, one & two bedrooms, includes heat 
& hot water. Recreation facilities. Walking 
distance to campus and town. 845-255-
7205.

615 Hunting/Fishing 
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese 
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. Trans-
fers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal 
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90 
Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

702 Art Services

700 Personal & 
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of 
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH 
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength 
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, Strong-
man, Olympic Lifting Equipped* *9000 
sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of turf. 

Group Training Sessions - Registered Dieti-
cian - Youth Programs - Personal Training. 
120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call Today 
845-853-8189.

710 Organizing/
Decorating/
Refinishing

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER/HOUSE-
KEEPER. Help w/everyday problems, spe-
cial projects; clutter, paperwork, moving, 
gardening & personal assistant. Affordable. 
Fully Insured, Confidentiality Assured. 
MargotMolnar.com; Masters Psychology, 
former CEO, Certified Hospice Volunteer. 
margotmolnar1@gmail.com (845)679-
6242.

715 Cleaning Services

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845-
658-2073.

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded 

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 
or (845) 679-8932

ULSTER PUBLISHING POLICY
It is illegal for anyone to: ...Advertise or make any statement that indicates a limitation or preference based on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, familial status, handicap (disability), age, marital status or sexual orientation. Also, please be advised that 
language that indicates preference (i.e. “working professionals,” “single or couple,” “mature...professional,” etc.) is considered to 
be discriminatory. To avoid such violations of the Fair Housing Law, it is best to describe the apartment to be rented rather than 
the person(s) the advertiser would like to attract. This prohibition against discriminatory advertising applies to single family and 
owner-occupied housing that is otherwise exempt from the Fair Housing Act.

to place an ad:

Call 334-8200. Hours: MWThF 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.

The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

$20 for 30 words; 20 cents for each additional word.

Proofread before submitting. No refunds will be given, but credit will 
be extended toward future ads if we are responsible for any error. 

Almanac’s classified ads are distributed throughout the region 
and are included in Woodstock Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties 
Times and Kingston Times. Over 15,000 copies printed.
Almanac’s classified ads also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com,  
part of our network of sites with more than 2.6 million unique  
visitors per year. 

Prepay with cash, check, Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

$72 for four weeks (30 words); $225 for 13 weeks; $425 for 26 
weeks; 800 for a year; each additional word after 30 is 20 cents per 
word per week. Future credit given for cancellations, no refunds.

classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com
classifieds.hudsonvalleyone.com/place-a-classified-ad
Our fax-machine number is 845-334-8809 (include credit card #)
322 Wall St., Kingston.
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NEW PALTZ GARDENS 
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts. 
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.  

3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171

New Paltz:  
Southside 
Terrace  

Apartments
Year round and other 

lease terms to suit 
your needs available!

Free use of the:  
Recreation Room, Pool, New Fitness 

Center & much more!
We are now open Saturdays 10am-2pm

SPECIAL!
Receive a $100 gift card if you 

move in no later than April 1, 2020 
with a 1-year lease

Call 845-255-7205  
for more information

450 Saugerties 
Rentals

3-Bedroom Ranch. Saugerties area: $1500/
month rent plus utilities & security. Refer-
ences a must. No pets, no smoking. 5 min-
utes from thruway. Quiet neighborhood. 
Call 845-389-0810.

601 Portable Toilet 
Rentals

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766  |  845-417-6461  |  845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Weekends • Weekly  • Monthly

603 Tree Services

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz 
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood for 
Sale. (845) 255-7259. Residential, Munici-
palities.

LAWLESS 
FULLY INSURED         TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING 
ALLEN LAWLESS • 845-247-2838

                  SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK          CELL.: 845-399-9659
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717 Caretaking/Home 
Management

720 Painting/Odd 
Jobs

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A 
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen 
mounting, light hauling/delivery, clean-
outs. Second home caretaking. All small/
medium jobs considered. Versatile, trust-
worthy, creative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix 
It. 845-616-7999.

Gary Buckendorf
NEED EXTERIOR PAINTING?

I want to keep Social Distance
I WORK ALONE

Many references in Catskill area and Manhattan
garybuckendorf@gmail.com

917-593-5069

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,

All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured

Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig
845-331-4966/249-8668
Visit my website: Haberwash.com

www.facebook.com/Haberwash

English Handyman, mature, friendly, ex-
perienced, reliable, educated. Painting, 
woodwork, repairs, etc. Also maintenance, 
management and pre-sale consultation. 
Quick response 917-364-2157.

HANDYALL SERVICES: *Carpentry, 
*Plumbing, *Electrical, *Painting, *Excavat-
ing & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. Trees cut. 

Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal, 
Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors 
and property managers for 20 years. One 
call, it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts. 
845-247-7365. GarysHauling.com

QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980

•  Int. & Ext. Painting

• Power Washing

•  Sheetrock &  
Plaster Repair

• Free Estimates

Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured  •  ritaccopainting.com

NYS DOT T-12467                 Incorporated 1985

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery

• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253

 

725 Plumbing, 
Heating, AC  
& Electric

 

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.

www.stoneridgeelectric.com

Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

e w Emergency Generators r y

LICENSED         331-4227         INSURED

•  Standby Generators

•  Service Upgrades

• Emergency Service 
Available

•  LED Lighting

• Landscape Lighting

•  Wiring for Pools  
& Spas

740 Building Services

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENT-
ALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals. 

We have Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pine-
scented), pink (rose-scented), red & blue 
handicap accessible. (We also have a few w/
sinks). Great for Construction/Building 
Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Fes-
tivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Camp-
sites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call 
845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-706-
7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

From Walls to Floors,
Ceilings to Doors,

Decks, Siding,  
Additions & More

Reliable, dependable & insured
845-591-8812

tedsinteriors@gmail.com

 Ted’s Interiors & Remodeling Inc.

HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry, 
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting, 
Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small 
jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
References available. (845)616-7470.

740 Gardening/
Landscaping

Paramount
Earthworks

Landscaping & Excavation
Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,

Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.

Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

William   (845) 401-6637

950 Animals

Look  who’s being cared for at Saugerties 
Animal Shelter! We have such loving adult 
cats & kittens just waiting to become part of 
your family. MORE: 1-2 yr old marble tiger 
cat boy. He was found as a stray. More is su-
per sweet! Remember: 2 kittens aren’t twice 
as much fun as 1 kitten; they’re 10 times the 
fun! Also- They’ll always have each other as 
company. And- you will receive twice the 
love! If you’re interested in adopting a kit-
ten, this is a perfect time to meet the ador-
able, lively kittens at Saugerties Animal 
Shelter. Kitten season is almost all year 

long!! Teenage kittens are between 10-14 
months old. That time-frame can vary as 
each kitten is an individual. These are the 
DOGS at Saugerties Animal Shelter. Please 
come meet them & see who could be your 
new love. MOLLY: super sweet, spayed, 
7-year old Pittie Lab girl. She’s good w/larg-
er dogs but no cats, please. Molly’s tail never 
stops wagging! LILY: sweet & shy, tan & 
white, 4-year old brindle Pittie mix girl who 
needs a quiet home. Since we care about ev-
eryone’s safety, especially during this health 
crisis, the shelter is open by appointment 
only. Appointments are available for Tues-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays. Please 
call 845-679-0339 to make an appointment 
to meet your new love! Saugerties Animal 
Shelter - 1765 NY-212, Saugerties, NY 12477. 
(SAS is located behind the transfer station.)

960 Pet Care

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT? 
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or out-
building? Would you like to consider having 
feral cats? You can help cats in need who 
will help keep your barn, etc. free of rodents. 
The cats will be neutered/spayed and up to 
date w/shots. Please call the Woodstock 
Feral Cat Project at 347-258-2725.

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits  

for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392

LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

Check us out
on Facebook!

999 Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks re-
gardless of condition. Junk cars removed. 
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the annual meeting 

of the Hudler Cemetery Association, Inc. for all 
plot owners will be held at the Sharp Committee 
Office, 98 Main Street, Phoenicia, NY 12464, on 
Wednesday, May 20, 2020, at 7:00 PM for the 
purpose of electing Trustees and for any such 
other business as may come before the meet-
ing. Bylaws state unsightly items will be removed 
from grave sites at the cemetery during Spring 
cleanup. No alcoholic beverages are permitted 
on cemetery grounds. Dated April 23, 2020, 
Phileatus Winchell, Secretary/Treasurer.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 

BUDGET, ANNUAL MEETING, SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELECTION AND VOTE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Board of 
Education of the New Paltz Central School District, 
Ulster County, New York will hold a Public Hearing 
on the Budget remotely on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
at 6:30 P.M. for the purpose of presenting the bud-
get document for the 2020-2021 School Year. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, for health and 
safety reasons as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, a copy of the statement of the amount of 
money which will be required for School District 
purposes during the 2020-2021 school year (the 
Budget), exclusive of public monies, will be avail-
able to any resident of the District only on the 
District’s website. A Real Property Tax Exemption 
Report prepared in accordance with Section 495 
of the Real Property Tax Law will be annexed to 
any tentative/preliminary budget as well as the 
final adopted budget of which it will form a part; 
and shall be posted on the District’s website. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that pursuant to 
the Governor’s Executive Order 202.26, the An-
nual Meeting, Election of Members of the Board 
of Education and Vote on the Budget, will be held 
on Tuesday, June 9, 2020, exclusively by an ab-
sentee ballot process, for six hours ending 5:00 
P.M., prevailing time, when the voters will vote: 

A. To elect two (2) members to the Board of 
Education for three-year terms, commencing July 
1, 2020 and expiring June 30, 2023. 

B. To vote upon the appropriation of the neces-
sary funds to meet the estimated expenditures 
for School District purposes for the 2020-2021 
School Year (the Budget). 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that candidates 
for the office of member of the Board of Edu-
cation may be nominated or self-nominated by 
petition directed to the District Clerk stating the 
name and residence address of the candidate 
and that he or she is qualified to be a member 
of the Board of Education. No signatures are re-
quired on the nominating petition. Each petition 
shall be filed with the District Clerk not later than 
Monday, May 11, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. at sermo@
newpaltz.k12.ny.us. Petitions are available on the 

District website at www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that absentee bal-

lots will be sent to qualified voters of the District. 
In order to be counted absentee ballots must be 
received at the office of the District Clerk by no 
later than 5:00 P.M. prevailing time, on the day of 
the Election and Vote, June 9, 2020. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that Military Vot-
ers may request a military ballot from the District 
Clerk by email at sermo@newpaltz.k12.ny.us by 
no later than 5:00 P.M. on May 14, 2020. The 
Military Voter may indicate their preference for 
receiving the application by mail, by facsimile 
or email. Military ballot applications received in 
accordance with the foregoing will be processed 
in the same manner as a non-military absentee 
ballot application under §2018-b of the Educa-
tion Law. Military ballots will be mailed or other-
wise distributed no later than 25 days before the 
election. Military ballots must be received by the 
District Clerk by 5:00 P.M. on election day and 
showing a cancellation mark of the U.S postal 
service or a foreign country’s postal service, or 
showing a dated endorsement of receipt by an-
other agency of the U.S. government or signed 
and dated by the military voter and one witness 
thereof, with a date which is ascertained to be not 
later than the day before the election. A list of all 
persons to whom military ballots shall have been 
issued will be available for inspection by qualified 
voters of the District, upon request, until the day 
of the Annual School District Election and Vote. 

SANDRA ERMO 
District Clerk 
DATED: May 7, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Woodstock Planning Board will be 

having a Virtual Meeting Thursday, May 21, 
2020 at 7 pm
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Sau-
gerties Town Planning Board will meet on Tues-
day, May 19, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. via a virtual 
meeting using WEBEX by Cisco, the participation 
link will be available upon written request to the 
Planning Board Secretary, Becky Bertorelli, via 
email:  Bbertorelli@saugerties.ny.us.  The Board 
will hold a PUBLIC HEARING for a SITE PLAN 
AMENDMENT for the MIDDLE WAY SCHOOL on 
land located at 268 WEST SAUGERTIES ROAD 
(SBL#17.1-2-19) and owned by WEST SAU-
GERTIES PROPERTIES, LLC.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN OF 
SAUGERTIES PLANNING BOARD
C. HOWARD POST, CHAIRMAN

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD TOWN BOARD
Pursuant to a May 6, 2020 resolution of the 

Town of Lloyd Town Board, notice is hereby giv-
en that a draft local law amending the Town of 
Lloyd Zoning Code is available for public review 
and written comment.  The proposed local law 

would: (1) amend the Zoning Code’s regulations 
with respect to retirement communities; and (2) 
amend the standards applicable to upper floor 
apartments in the Highway Business District.  
Written public comments are encouraged and will 
be made part of the official public record.  A copy 
of the Town Board’s resolution and the draft local 
law may be obtained by email from:  wrosinski@
townoflloyd.com or by written request mailed to 
Town Clerk, Town of Lloyd, 12 Church Street, 
Highland, NY  12528.   Comments should be ad-
dressed to the Town Board and directed to the 
following email address: comments@townoflloyd.
com or to the attention of Town Clerk in the Town 
offices.   Prior to any adoption of the proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Code a public hearing 
is required by law to be held, and published notice 
of any such hearing will be provided in advance.  

Wendy D. Rosinski
Town Clerk
May 8, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Sau-

gerties Town Planning Board will meet on Tues-
day, May 19, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. via a virtual 
meeting using WEBEX by Cisco, the participa-
tion link will be available upon written request to 
the Planning Board Secretary, Becky Bertorelli, 
via email:  Bbertorelli@saugerties.ny.us.  The 
Board will continue the PUBLIC HEARING, held 
open from February 18, 2020, for a SITE PLAN 
AMENDMENT on land located at 1740 Route 212 
(SBL#27.2-8-33) and owned by Kiniry West LLC.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN OF 
SAUGERTIES PLANNING BOARD
C. HOWARD POST, CHAIRMAN

LEGAL NOTICE
SAUGERTIES CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.O. Call Box A
June 9, 2020
LEGAL NOTICE OF
ANNUAL PUBLIC HEARING ON THE BUD-

GET, ANNUAL MEETING, SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELECTION AND VOTE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Board 
of Education of the Saugerties Central School 
District, Ulster County, New York, will hold the 
Annual Public Hearing on the Budget virtually on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020, at 6:30 P.M., for the 
purpose of presenting the budget document for 
the 2020-2021 School Year.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the Annual 
Meeting, School District Election and Vote of the 
Saugerties Central School District shall be held 
on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 by absentee ballot 
only with polls closing at 5:00 p.m.   

A. To elect three (3) members to the Board 
of Education, For full three (3) year terms com-
mencing July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2023.

B. To vote upon the appropriation of the neces-
sary funds to meet the estimated expenditures 
for School District purposes for the 2020-2021 

school year (the Budget).
C. To vote on any other proposition legally 

proposed.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the following 

classes of persons shall be entitled to vote by 
absentee ballot only at the Annual School District 
Election and Vote, to be held on Tuesday, June 9, 
2020, without further registration:

1. Any qualified voter.  Voters are qualified if they 
are: (a) a U.S. citizen; (b) at least 18 years old; (c) a 
resident of the district for at least thirty days prior 
to June 9th; and (d) not otherwise ineligible to vote 
under Section 5-106 of the Election Law.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that petitions for 
nominating candidates for the office of member of 
the Board of Education must be filed with the Dis-
trict Clerk, by 5:00 P.M no later than Monday, May 
11, 2020 by mail or email.  Such petitions must 
state the name and residence address of the can-
didate but need not contain signatures of qualified 
voters.  Petition forms may be obtained on the 
District’s website or by emailing the District Clerk.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that a copy of the 
statement of the amount of money which will be 
required for School District purposes during the 
2020-21 school year (the Budget), as prepared 
by the Board of Education, may be obtained on 
the district’s website, or via email to the District 
Clerk beginning May 25, 2020.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN absentee ballots 
for military voters shall be administered in ac-
cordance with the provisions of Section 2018-d 
of the Education Law and Part 122 of the Com-
missioner’s Regulations.  A list of all persons to 
whom absentee ballots shall have been issued 
will be in the Office of the Clerk.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Sau-

gerties Town Planning Board will meet on Tues-
day, May 19, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. via a virtual 
meeting using WEBEX by Cisco, the participation 
link will be available upon written request to the 
Planning Board Secretary, Becky Bertorelli, via 
email:  Bbertorelli@saugerties.ny.us.  The Board 
will hold a PUBLIC HEARING for a MINOR SUBDI-
VISION on land located at 55 JOSEPH’S DRIVE/
CAMELOT COURT (SBL#29.9-9-99.173) and 
owned by JAMES & KATHY BRUNO.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN OF 
SAUGERTIES PLANNING BOARD
C. HOWARD POST, CHAIRMAN

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS: Sealed bids will be 

received, publicly opened and read at the Ulster 
County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair Street, 
3rd Floor, Kingston, NY 12401 on Thursday, 
June 4th, 2020 at 3:00 PM for MOTOR & HY-
DRAULIC OIL RFB-UC20-027.  Specifications 
and conditions may be obtained at the above ad-
dress or on our website at UlsterCountyNY.Gov/
purchasing.

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchasing

legal notices

http://ulstercountyny.gov/purchasing
http://ulstercountyny.gov/purchasing
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