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The Hudson River sloop Clearwater sweeping past the Kingston lighthouse last Sunday afternoon.
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Nostalgia or normalcy?
The drive-ins of 
yesteryear start 
a new season

by Paul Smart

B
een hoping to see a 
movie not from one’s 
couch? Several drive-ins 
within the Hudson Val-
ley will be reopening this 
Friday, May 22, as part 

of the first wave of lockdown relief … 
with strict health protocols in place.

The Hyde Park Drive-In on Route 
9 across from FDR and Eleanor’s old 
pad since 1950 will offer up Sonic the 
Hedgehog and Grease beginning at 
dusk. The sister Overlook Drive-In, 
operating since 1955 on Degarmo 
Road in Poughkeepsie, will kick off 
Friday with Trolls World Tour and In-
visible Man.

Four Brothers Drive In Theater in 
Armenia, which opened in 2013 and 
reopened last weekend with the Trolls 
movie and Harley Quinn: Birds Of 
Prey, will start running Jumanji: The 
Next Level and Ford V Ferrari on May 
22. 

The four-screen Hiway Drive In on 
Route 9W beween Catskill and Cox-
sackie, which has prided itself as be-
ing “not a movie, it’s a movie experi-
ence” since 1951, opens May 22 with 
screenings of Bad Boys for Life and 
Bloodshot, Onward and The Call of 
the Wild, The Invisible Man and The 
Hunt, and the Trolls and Hedgehog 
movies, all starting at dusk. 

Fair Oaks Drive In on Blooming-
burg Road outside Middletown in 

Orange County opens Friday with 
Onward and the Sonic movie on one 
screen, and Raiders of The Lost Ark 
and Bad News Bears on the other. 

To date, the hipster-oriented Green-
ville Drive-In located in a beautiful 
Catskill Mountains-backdropped 
setting with gourmet food and crafts 
beers in Greene County has not set a 
reopening dates. Why not?

The owners say they are aware 
they could reopen, but they will not 
be doing so. “We are still working 
on Best Practice Procedures to keep 
our guests and our staff safe,” wrote 
Greenville Drive-Ins owners Dwight 
Grimm and Leigh Van Swall, who 
bought and renovated the place five 
years ago. “These procedures are 
dependent on delayed supplies and 

detailed official guidance. When we 
have what we need on hand, we will 
gently re-open to the public. We hope 
that is in the not-too-distant future. 
As soon as we know when we’re open-
ing, we will let you know, The best 
news about today’s announcement 
is that it means we will be able to 
host the various graduation swe have 
scheduled for June and July. Both 

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

The Hyde Park Drive-in.

A sign on the old snack bar at the Hyde Park Drive-in.
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of us thank you for your continued 
support. Please know that like most 
drive-ins we are a mom-and-pop op-
eration.”

To date, graduations have been an-
nounced by Westchester County’s 
North Salem High School for Four 
Brothers, for Hyde Park High at their 
drive-in, for 35-plus school districts 
in southern New York and northern 
New Jersey at the Warwick Drive-
in in southern Orange County, and 
a number of Greene County high 
schools at the Greenville Drive-in.

To date, Four Brothers – which 
owner John Stefanopoulous tried 
to keep open after being declared a 
non-essential business by governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s executive orders 
in late March – has posted the most 
comprehensive protocols for use un-
der Covid 19 precautions. Among 
them: online ticket purchases to 
ensure a limited capacity, the main-
tenance of six-foot distancing and 
wearing of masks when exited from 
one’s vehicle (which is not advised), 
online food orders and car-hop de-
liveries, masks and gloves on all 
drive-in employees, no use of lawn 
chairs or outdoor seating (except in 
the bed of one’s own pickup), and 
strict enforcement of all rules.

It’s all a far cry from the drive-ins so 
many of us remember.

Mind your own business
“I remember being a kid and always 

being very interested in the couples 
making out in the cars next to me. One 
time someone actually knocked on 
the window and told me to mind my 
own business,” noted HudsonValley 
One editor Deb Alexsa. “To this day, 
I am still a people-watcher, although 
I have learned to be a little more dis-
creet. It was always the same routine 
– put our PJs on at home, head to the 
drive-in, put the speaker in the win-
dow to make sure it worked (I can still 
hear the crackle sounds it made),play 
on the playground, get food from the 
snack bar, and wait for the first fea-
ture. I hardly ever stayed awake for 
the main event -- my sister and I al-
ways fell asleep in the back of our sta-
tion wagon. As I got older, I couldn’t 
wait to be asked on a date to the drive-
in and be one of those couples I used 
to stare at. I missed the main event 
during those times as well.”

Ulster Publishing advertising di-
rector Genia Wickwire had similar 
memories: “Always wearing your pa-
jamas. Of course my mom was broke 
so when we went in we always had 
to hide under the blankets so they 
wouldn’t charge her for us. Back then 
there was always a playground under-
neath the screen, so you always hoped 

to get their early enough to play first.”
I remember being dragged to all-

night singing cowboy and Marx Broth-
ers extravaganzas, and falling asleep 
while my father instructed us kids how 
to appreciate 2001: A Space Odyssey 
from right under the giant screen, bugs 
crawling all over us. Later I learned to 
love a few of the last remaining moun-
tain drive-ins in Hunter and Middle-
burgh. You could always take one’s dog 
to a drive-in, I learned, for those pre-
married times one couldn’t find a date.

The next generation
The first drive-ins opened in the 

early days of silent films. Sound prob-
lems plagued those early drive-ins, 
but then the idea of individual car 
speakers came about in 1941. Ac-
cording to records, a 1947 total of 
155 drive-ins nationwide increased to 
4151 by 1951, then even more by the 
early 1960s, when theater perks grew 
to include playgrounds, miniature 
golf, swimming pools, and even bars 
where allowed. 

That was a golden age. Cars got 
smaller, home watching grew as 
VCRs came into existence, and drive-
in real estate got swallowed by shop-
ping centers and malls. The remain-
ing drive-ins shifted to whatever 
could draw a crowd, including slasher 
films, oldies and porn.

More recently, drive-ins have be-
come the ghostly sites of other big 
activities, from the car lots of Route 
28 and lower Route 32, of 9W near 
Middlehope and various sites around 
Kingston, to farther-afield flea mar-
kets and weekend antique fairs.

Those that have survived have had 
to afford the new digital systems re-
quired by film distributors. A lack of 
new films being distributed is now fac-
ing the entire entertainment industry.

“Originally built by the Klein 
Brothers, the Hi-Waywas eventually 
acquired and operated by the Bab-
cock family, who continued to ex-
pand, improve, and operate the drive-
in,” reads the landing page, now, for 
Greene County’s drive-in on Route 
9W. “And while the Hi-Way Drive-
In movie theatre remains open, the 
Babcocks are now looking forward to 
retiring when the drive-in is acquired 
by the next generation of outdoor 
movie theatre owner-operators.”

A broker’s number is provided.
Meanwhile, over in Amenia at the 

newest drive-in in the region, Stepha-
noupolos writes, “We are a boutique 
cinema in pursuit of magic, designed 
for those who want grand entertain-
ment, premium foods … and to be 
inspired!”

Added to its Covid 19 page is a mes-
sage: “Normalcy coming soon.”

We’ll get through 
this together

BlueWave has partnered with the Food Bank of the 
Hudson Valley to support their COVID-19 response. 
And when you sign up for community solar we’ll 
donate an additional $150 on your behalf. Learn 
more and sign up at:

start.bluewavesolar.com/foodbank
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Kingston | business

Creative arts
Chef Leslie Woodward, 
the owner of 
Edenesque in Kingston

by Lynn Woods 

B
efore commuting to 
her executive chef job 
in Greenwich, Connecti-
cut, Leslie Woodward 
drives up to Midtown 
Kingston from her home 

in Westchester County to the Cornell 
Creative Arts Center (CCAC) several 
mornings a week. There she makes 
nut juices in an 800-square-foot 
rented space fitted out with stainless-
steel counters, a commercial refrig-
erator, blenders, a water purifier, and 
other accoutrements. 

One of seven artisan food and CBD 
companies located at the CCAC, 
Edenesque, as Woodward calls her 
company, opened last June. It pro-
duces 32-ounce bottles of variously 
flavored almond and cashew milks, 
which are sold directly to customers 
online and at local farmers’ markets 
and area health-food and retail stores.

Seven years ago, Woodward was 
working as a chef at the president’s 
house at Columbia University when 
she first pursued her interest in holis-
tic nutrition by making cold-pressed 
juices. “If someone had an ailment 
I would the tailor the cold-pressed 
juice cleanse for their healing, and I’d 
include a nut milk at the end to keep 
them grounded,” Woodward said. 

Woodward sold her juices at farm-
ers’ markets in New York City and 
Westchester and Orange counties. 
Partly because the farmers’ market 
in Queens already had enough juice 
purveyors, Woodward began special-
izing in nut milks. 

Besides wanting to sell a healthy, 
natural product, she had another im-
petus driving her business. She want-
ed to hire people disenfranchised 
from the mainstream community. 
That personal imperative that led her 
to ARC MidHudson’s Cornell Cre-
ative Arts Center, a 12,000-square-
foot building refurbished both as an 
arts center and a business accelerator 
for food-products companies. CCAC’s 
goal is to integrate ARC clients with 
the community, through classes, 
workshops, other activities, and em-
ployment.

“My mission came first,” said Wood-
ward. “I wanted to build something 
where I was helping others and up-
lifting the community.” She pays her 
employees $15 an hour from day one. 
”I think we should be a little altruistic 
in how we create things. Let’s create a 
product that nourishes and you and 
look at how we are going to extend 
ourselves to uplift the community 
and impact employees’ lives.” Two of 
her three employees are ARC clients 
(in return for reasonable rent and 
grant-funded equipment, the CCAC 
requires companies to hire ARC cli-
ents). 

Woodward has also hired people 
who were incarcerated. One was a 
man who had been in prison for 25 

years and had been released from 
prison just a month before. “He was 
the most wonderful employee,” Wood-
ward said. “He helped with produc-
tion and getting the space in Kings-
ton outfitted. Because of this job, he 
was able to save some money.”He has 
since moved to Syracuse, where he is 
now working for an artisanal tomato-
sauce company.” 

A food-production cluster
According to her website, eden-

esque.com, the company provides 
four hours of paid community service 
a month, supplemental insurance, 
and opportunities for education and 
professional advancement. 

Prior to coming to Kingston, 
Woodward decided she wanted to 
sell wholesale (although as men-
tioned she continues to sell directly 
to consumers through her website) 
and closed her company for a year to 
pursue business opportunities and 
possible manufacturing spaces in 
the Hudson Valley. She worked with 
the Small Business Development 
Center in Ulster County to come up 
with a plan and connected with Gali-
leo Technology Group, a consultancy 
based in New Windsor that operates 
ARC MidHudson’s business accel-

erators. She planned to rent space in 
Newburgh but after discovering the 
business accelerator there specializes 
in fashion companies was directed by 
Galileo to the food-production clus-
ter in Kingston. 

Despite the pandemic, her sales 
and marketing person has been active 
in targeting new retail markets for 
her product, including local health-
food stores; Home Goods of Marga-
retville just signed on. She’s also seen 
a surge in online orders — currently 
people can order through the website 
by sending her an email, and she will 
be launching an online shopping cart 
soon. Sales have recently increased 
by 50 percent. “We’ve been out there 
pounding the pavement,” she said. 
“People want to support local busi-
nesses.” 

Woodward is expanding the prod-
uct line, and many ingredients are 
sourced locally. In addition to four 
flavors of almond milk, she is intro-
ducing cashew milk and oat milks, 
made from oats grown by a local 
farmer. She sources the honey used in 
the milks from Bee Hollow Farm and 
the maple syrup from Tree Juice, both 
located in the mid-Hudson region. 

“The challenge has been how do 
you scale up and keep the nuances of 

your product,” Woodward said. She 
tried using a floor-sized commercial 
blender but went back to making her 
nut juices in smaller blenders because 
with the larger machine “the taste 
flattens out.”

A clean, honest product 
A bottle costs $10. “Everything is 

organic and high-end,” she said, not-
ing that each bottle has a shelf life of 
seven to ten days. The milks can be 
used in coffee or cereal or added to 

D I O N  O G U S T

Leslie Woodward.

SEPTIC & REPAIR
Design • Install • Maintain

Septic Pumping and Cleaning
 Repairs and Replacements 

Cesspool/Dry Wells
Leach Fields • Septic Inspections

Excavation Services
Sewer Pump Service

Engineering Available

Our family business taking care of 
your family's business since 1952

1993 State Rte. 32, Modena
Family Owned and Operated

845-883-5440
www.dawesseptic.com
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A cluster of food companies 

T
he Cornell Creative Arts Center (CCAC) at 129 Cornell Street 
in Midtown Kingston isn’t just a place where people with disabilities 
can take art, dance, and pottery classes. They can do businesses along-
side people from the mainstream community, helping to break down 

barriers. This bustling business accelerator rents space to seven companies for 
the manufacture and/or packing and distribution of food and CBD products. 
In exchange for a reasonable rent and access to high-end equipment they oth-
erwise couldn’t’ afford, participant companies are required to hire ARC clients. 

ARC of Mid-Hudson, which owns the facility, assists with the hiring, training 
and on-the-job training of the clients. 

Many of the companies “have had good hiring practices with the ARC folks,” 
who represent a wide range of disabilities, according to Tom Dellatorre, direc-
tor of business development at Galileo Technology Group, which has been con-
tracted by ARC of Mid-Hudson to operate business accelerators in Kingston, 
Ellenville and Catskill. “The ARC folks enjoy the work and paycheck, and so-
cially and business-wise, their participation is very suitable for the companies.” 

The center, located in a 2000-square-foot building, began renting space to 
companies two years ago. The current tenants are Edenesque; Ram’s Valley, 
which makes hot sauces and spicy ingredients from vegetables; Off the Wheat 
Sweets and Eats, a gluten-free bakery that sells to Union Square and other 
farmers’ markets in New York City; CurrantC, which makes jams and juices 
from currants; Hennepin, a producer of CBD topical creams and ointments and 
edibles; the Blackbird Bistro café, which is run by Hennepin and serves the 
CCAC’s employees and clients as well as the public; Canniback, which makes 
CBD oils and teas; and Green Panda, a producer of organic toothbrushes which 
sells to Whole Foods and other large retailers.

Galileo Technology assisted ARC of Mid-Hudson in obtaining a state CFA 
(Consolidated Funding Application) grant for the initial outfitting of the ac-
celerator and art center. The government money has made the relatively low 
rents possible. Dellatorre said T-SEC, which obtains manufacturing equipment 
for the education, industry and manufacturing sector in the Hudson Valley, 
acquired high-end equipment for the facility that a small company normally 

couldn’t afford, which increases their production capabilities. It includes equip-
ment for bottling and labeling (which the companies use collectively), food pro-
cessers, fridges, stoves and the like. 

The Workforce Development Institute also was a supporter, providing equip-
ment obtained through grants. 

Besides the benefit of these capabilities, a focus on food production 
for the accelerator makes sense in that many of the positions “can be performed 
by people with disabilities. Many of these people are very capable and just need 
access to jobs,” Dellatorre said. Most of the companies are packing and shipping 
theirs product from the center, not manufacturing it, he added. 

Ideally, after three years a company so expands its capacity that it “graduates” 
and moves out to another, larger space, Dellatorre said. There have been com-
panies that dropped out due to lack of sales, but so far no graduates — although 
he noted that companies that continue to operate at a small scale at the center 
and keep up their employment are obviously a success story. 

As in the rest of the business world and society, the pandemic is throwing a 
wrench into operations. For example, Off the Wheat Sweets and Eats, which 
has been phenomenally successful, can’t sell its breads and bakery goods until 
the farmers’ markets in New York City reopen, Dellatorre noted. Green Panda, a 
new tenant and an expected major new source of employment, faces another big 
challenge. Is toothbrushes are made by inserting organically grown fibers into 
bamboo handles, which are imported from China, and unfortunately, the supply 
chain for the bamboo handles has broken down. 

Dellatorre explained how the accelerator at the CCAC is different from a busi-
ness incubator. Whereas an incubator helps startups, an accelerator is designed 
for companies that already have a product and a brand. 

The Kingston accelerator has pretty much reached capacity, and Galileo Tech-
nology was focused on building out the centers in Ellenville and Catskill. Until 
the pandemic, that is. Hopefully it won’t be long before the current challenges 
are overcome, and the CCAC is back up and running.

— Lynn Woods

sweet and savory dishes for enhanced 
flavor and nutrition. 

According to Woodward, nut milks 

are high in antioxidants, have a lot of 
protein and no refined sugars. Unlike 
some other nut milks, which substi-

tute paste for nuts and have fillers, 
Edenesque’s products are “40 percent 
nuts. I make it the old-fashioned way. 

It’s a clean, honest product.”
Community service has long been 

important to Woodward, who grew up 
in Michigan and always loved to cook. 
While working in New York City, she 
created classes for the Food and Fi-
nance High School, and ran an after-
school program centered on nutrition 
and health. While studying sociology 
at Columbia, she spent a year and a 
half visiting the Shinnecock nation 
on Long Island for an ethnographic 
study. Here in Kingston, once the 
city reopens she plans to join the Live 
Well Kingston Commission, which is 
dedicated to promoting healthy eat-
ing as well as streets, parks, and city 
programming conducive to physical 
activity and connecting people with a 
healthy environment. 

Kingston cancels summer rec
All Kingston summer recreation 

programs have been cancelled as 
a result of the ongoing pandemic, 
Kingston mayor Steve Noble and rec-
reation director Lynsey Timbrouck 
announced last week.

The parks and recreation depart-
ment will not be hiring seasonal 
programming employees. Three full-
time and four part-time staff in the 
department will be temporarily laid 
off from May 18 through July 31.

Per the state New York Forward 
plan, recreation activities will be au-
thorized only  in Phase 4. The region 
has not yet entered into Phase 1 of re-
opening.

“While Kingston and Ulster County 
have made significant progress, our 
region has not yet fully met the crite-
ria to begin re-opening efforts,” said 
Noble. “I want to thank our staff who 
worked tirelessly to prepare for what 
would have been another wonderful 
summer of quality youth and adult 
programming. I know we are all dis-
appointed, but this is the right deci-
sion. I look forward to the day when 
we can reopen these quality programs 
for our community.”

For those who have registered and 
paid for any cancelled programs, re-
funds will be issued by check via mail.

Kingston | event

Rite of spring

It was a soul-stirring moment early last 
Sunday morning when the majestic Hudson River 
Sloop Clearwater emerged from its homeport on 
the Rondout Creek for its first sail of the 2020 
season.  May 17 marked the 51st anniversary of its 
launch, “Clearwater will again raise its sails to in-
spire hope and solidarity, this time in the face of a 
global pandemic,” said the organization’s website. 
“The event will stream live on the organization’s 
Facebook page ….”

The organization has launched a virtual field-trip 
initiative this year, helping students access the river, 
interact with educators and explore the sloop while 
quarantined at home. “Raising our sails right now is 
a small way we can share a moment of beauty with 
everyone struggling with the current crisis,” said 
education director Erik Fyfe in a press release, “and 

hopefully provide a glimmer of hope that we will get 
through this together.”

Clearwater captain Amy Nelson and crew have 
been quarantined together as a family unit onboard 
the sloop since early March, preparing the boat to sail, 
producing YouTube videos showcasing life onboard 
the sloop, and helping deliver meals and volunteering 
at a local farm.

Clearwater got underway from the Hudson River 
Maritime Museum, exited Rondout Creek, set its sails, 
sailed past Kingston Point across the Hudson past 
Rhinecliff Landing, and returned to its berth along-
side the dock at the Hudson River Maritime Museum, 
which is dedicated to preserving the maritime his-
tory of the Hudson River.

Of the many rites of spring in the Hudson Val-
ley, none is more inspiring.

D I O N  O G U S T

The Hudson River sloop Clearwater sweeping past the Kingston lighthouse last Sunday afternoon.
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Rights and wrongs
National debate over 
public regulation in 
a pandemic plays 
out in local actions

by Geddy Sveikauskas

T
his story spread like a 
virus. Five days after 
New York State gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo’s 
announced that an un-
named Kingston barber 

had violated the state’s rules on social 
distancing by “illicitly” giving hair-
cuts at his Broadway business, con-
tracted the Covid 19 virus himself, 
and possibly infected a dozen clients, 
another saga involving a Saugerties 
auction house also accused of violat-
ing public-health edicts had taken 
over the local headlines.

Over the last weekend, local social 
media were buzzing with an image of 
a sign posted on the door of NJA Auc-
tions in the Simmons Plaza in Sau-
gerties by owner Steve Jolley, which 
said in part that the use of face masks 
and social distancing would not be 
enforced at the establishment. “If this 
makes you uncomfortable, we advise 
that you do not enter. You are a free 
citizen here to make your own deci-
sion.” 

The message of defiance was shared 
widely on social media and, according 
to town police chief Joseph Sinagra, 
led to 13 complaint referrals from the 
state PAUSE enforcement task force. 
The complaints stated that the busi-

ness, which is not essential according 
to state criteria, was open on Satur-
day, May 16, with many customers in 
attendance.

In the previous few days, the story 
of Joe LaLima’s barber shop and 
home at 678 Broadway in Kingston 
had spread internationally. Major 
newspapers, the television networks, 

and significant social-media outlets 
conveyed similar information. LaLi-
ma’s story seemed the perfect parti-
san weapon in the struggle between 
those who want to reopen the Ameri-
can economy later and those who 
want to reopen it sooner.

Was Joe LaLima, Sr., the 76-year-

old Kingston barber who’s been ply-
ing his trade since 1975, a symbol of 
the reckless don’t-care attitude that 
had allowed the spread of the worst 
world pandemic in over a century? Or 
was he just a little guy trying to make 
a living by helping out a few old ac-
quaintances in an economically try-

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

LaLima’s Barber Shop in Kingston.

COME HOME TO 
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ing time? Or was he both?

LaLima defends his working
In his daily briefing last Friday, 

Cuomo had criticized LaLima with-
out naming him. “You know that is an 
occupation of close proximity, right? 
You can’t really socially distance and 
do a haircut,” the governor said. “That 
is by definition an up-close and per-
sonal occupation.”

LaLima said he had done no wrong. 
He told the Daily Mail that he was 

using his home in the same building, 
which he owned, not his shop. He was 
simply trying to make a living.

“I am aggravated to the nines,” an 
upset LaLima told New York Times 
reporter Sarah Maslin Nir. “Is Cuomo 
going to pay me? Is he going to make 
up the difference? Is he going to pay 
my taxes? Is he going to pay the heat 
and electric? Is he going to feed my 
family?”

A Kingston building investigator 
had reported that on four separate oc-

casions he found that the barbershop 
at 678 Broadway was dark. “Appears 
to be closed,” he wrote on each form.

“He said do not open up your shops, 
barbershops, beauty parlors, nail sa-
lons, tattoo parlors,” La Lima said last 
Friday, referring to the governor. “So 
I didn’t. It said you can work from 
home. 678 Broadway is my home!”

The March 21 rule required services 
to cease completely. “These services 
cannot be provided while maintain-
ing social distance,” the order read.

According to the New York Times 
account, LaLima said that many of his 
clients were police officers and fire-
fighters, whose hair he cut for free. “I 
did them a favor!” LaLima said. “And 
I didn’t give it to anybody else. I got 
it from somebody that came into my 
shop.”

Time for the courts
The Ulster County district attor-

ney’s office is investigating whether 
LaLima has violated public-health 
laws, and whether any of his clients 
may face penalties.

“This kind of flouting of the rules is 
unacceptable, and it puts lives in dan-
ger,” scolded Ulster County executive 
Pat Ryan. “We are taking it very seri-
ously.”

LaLima told the Times he was feel-

ing well and ready to cut hair as soon 
as possible. “I think the people that 
are up in arms are idiots,” he said.

On Monday, meanwhile, the Sau-
gerties building department, accom-
panied by Saugerties police, served 
Jolley, the owner of NJA Auctions, 
with a cease-and-desist order, clos-
ing the business down until the 
state reopens this class of business. 
“Failure by NJA Auctions to comply 
with the building department order 
in addition to the governor’s execu-
tive order will result in law-enforce-
ment action in the form of criminal 
charges lodged against the owner 
and anyone else found to be in vio-
lation of the law,” said police chief 
Joseph Sinagra.

The NJA Auctions Facebook page 
addressed the situation on Sunday. 
“As all of you know that actually took 
the time to talk, this was not about 
the money,” reads the post from the 
unrepentant Jolley. “This was about 
our rights and our freedom. I will 
continue to own my business my way. 
Friendly, safe and respectful to those 
who show me the same.”

The posting stated that the business 
had been open for a month, though 
the sign had only been up a few days. 
“Now one little crybaby takes a pic-
ture, and here comes the hoard.”

Hydrant flushing in Saugerties
The Village of Saugerties water 

department, working with the town 
water department, will begin to flush 
hydrants and blow-offs. This may re-
sult in discolored water.

The work will continue throughout 
the weeks starting in June with most 
of the work being done during eve-

ning hours. If you have a problem, call 
the town at 246-8671 or the village at 
246-2321, extension 5 depending on 
your provider.

Water quality report
The 2019 Village of Saugerties An-

nual Drinking Water Quality Report 
is available for review, both in print 

from the village office and on the 
web at saugertiesny.us under water 
quality.

Lighthouse TV23 offers fitness 
The Saugerties public access sta-

tion, Lighthouse TV23, has a new 
limited series running June through 
August. Forever Fit will feature ex-

ercises you can do in the comfort of 
your home and will be shown every 
Saturday at 1 and 7 p.m.

Anastasia Redman is the program 
coordinator for Lighthouse TV23. 
For additional information, call 246-
2800, extension 341.

Saugerties | community

The power to succeed
The Linemen Institute of the North East (L.I.N.E.) in Sau-
gerties recently donated $5,000 to the Saugerties Food Pantry as a way 
of helping their neighbors in a community they call home in the hopes 
of making a difference in the lives of those who are having a tough time 
and to encourage other local businesses to do the same.  

Donald and Nanci Leiching, founders of L.I.N.E., also decided to of-
fer a COVID-19 scholarship for the summer 2020 class at L.I.N.E., a 
profession built around maintaining and repairing electrical lines. The 
scholarship winner was Matthew Paladino from Port Chester, NY. Par-
ticipants were asked to write an essay about why they should receive 
the scholarship and why they decided to pursue a career in linework-
ing.

Paladino said he started out at a young age assisting his dad in his 
small general contractor business where he learned about hard work 
and the value of the hard-earned dollar. During the past few years, he 
started looking for a career change -- one that would give him stability 
and lead to a prosperous and fulfilling career.   A few months before the 
outbreak of the coronavirus, he started to save money to attend L.I.N.E., 
after researching the school 
online. But due to COVID-19, 
he was laid off from his job, 
and without the scholarship, 
he would not have been able 
to attend the institute.

L.I.N.E. received numer-
ous entries for the scholar-
ship. The L.I.N.E. scholar-
ship committee consisted of 
founders Donald and Nanci 
Leiching; Brinnah Leiching, 
communications coordinator 
at L.I.N.E.; a few of the past 
students; and a family friend 
who has been employed in the 
utility industry in Connecti-
cut for decades. The com-
mittee was unanimous with 
its appreciation of Paladino’s 

story. “We were all very impressed by the timeline of his progress and 
his determination,” wrote the committee. “Being mechanically inclined 
is something that electric utilities look for in a potential employee, as 
well as an understanding of the necessity of a good work ethic and a 
can-do attitude. Matthew has shown us in his essay that he has what it 
takes to become a line worker. Now it is time for L.I.N.E. to help make 
that happen.”

Lisa Gardner is the office coordinator at L.I.N.E.Matthew Paladino.

P H O T O S  P R O V I D E D

Brinnah Leiching, communications coordinator at L.I.N.E. handing a 
check to Marilyn Richardson at the Saugerties Food Pantry on May 12th.

P H Y L L I S  M c C A B E

Joe LaLima.
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Saugerties | place

Perfect for social distancing
Opus 40 in Saugerties 
will reopen to 
visitors on May 21

By Cristina Coulter

T
wo months late, but 
with a fervor reinforced 
by the monetary support 
of a federal Paycheck 
Protection Program 
(PPP) grant, Opus 40 

staff has devised a careful, virus-con-
scious plan to open its site to visitors. 
A hand-built labyrinth that sprawls 
over six acres of stone paths, pedes-
tals, ramps and platforms, Opus 40 
is an ideal location for adherence to 

social-distancing measures. With 
no more than 30 visitors at a time, 
all of whom must register online to 
avoid the interaction that in-person 
ticket purchasing necessitates, the 
sculpture park at 50 Fite Road in 
Saugerties will reopen to visitors on 
Thursday, May 21. This past week-
end, the devised social-distancing 
plan was given a trial run. 

“We’re all looking for places to get 
out in nature that aren’t overcrowd-
ed,” said Opus 40 executive director 
Caroline Crumpacker. “I think a place 
with a capacity to establish how many 
people are onsite [like Opus 40] is 
welcoming. There are other outdoor 
sites that aren’t staffed that are just 
jammed -- it’s not safe.”

Crumpacker had been uncertain 
about the reopening date, but the test 

last week reassured her, “We may be 
able to expand the number of people 
on our site at [a later] time -- people 
were nowhere near each other, they 
were able to stay 50 feet apart – and 
there was [only] one group I had to 
nag a little bit ....  It was the first time 
I’ve spoken to people other than my 
family, albeit through a mask from 
ten feet away, for a long time. It was 
moving to see people. I felt tremen-
dously glad to open the site.”

The PPP grant facilitated site 
maintenance, including trail clearing, 
lawn mowing and stone masonry to 
maintain the site, which was finished 
over 40 years ago. Employee pay that 
has been jeopardized by two months 

out of service has been restored. The 
outlook for the future of Opus 40 in 
this “new normal” is positive. Krum-
packer predicts that the site’s capacity 
will be increased, given the sprawling 
area of the site. 

She envisions possibilities for the 
site to assist struggling local busi-
nesses.  “We are talking with local 
businesses about ways to safely, ap-
propriately work with them onsite 
in a way that’s safe and doable,” said 
Crumpacker “We won’t be going to 
restaurants or bars any time, but it 
will feel much better for everybody 
if the nonprofits and businesses can 
find ways to work together. Opus 40 
has the space, how can we make use 

D I O N  O G U S T

Opus 40 in Saugerties.

Our personalized Zoom art classes nurture and develop 
creativity in young children through play and discovery.

Parents participate too!

         Memorial Day Sale

845.679.2115 housthardware.com
open Monday-Saturday 8am-6pm Closed Sunday 
Rental shop is open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Closed  Saturday/Sunday

online ordering with curbside 
pickup available  -->
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of it? The businesses can’t use their 
spaces, they’re too small and inside. 
How can we work together? People 
could bring food onsite and have a 
beautiful sunset picnic, everybody’s 
happy.”

The quarantine imposed by the 
coronavirus, she said, assisted an un-
precedented increase in the sculpture 
park’s online presence. Via Opus-On-
line, a section of the Opus 40 website, 
Crumpacker said that artists and do-
ers around the world, including poets 
from Italy, a man in Tennessee who 
teaches methods of fermentation, 
guitarists playing from quarantines 
in India, puppeteers and yoga in-
structors posting videos shot on the 
Opus 40 site broadcasting concerts 
and classes, are now available on 
Opus-Online, The changes have also 
pushed volunteers and employees at 
Opus 40 to consider new methods 
and technologies to handle visitors -- 
for example, to prevent visitors from 
touching, an onsite map, an app or 
online map is being devised for visi-
tors to access.

Tickets for Opus 40 can be pur-
chased  for $11; seniors and students 
can buy tickets for $8 and essential 
workers can access the space for free. 
Those who plan to visit the site fre-
quently can purchase a season-long 
membership for $50. Students and 
senior citizens can purchase member-
ships for $35. Slots for visitation can 
be purchased for either 11a.m. until 1 
p.m. or 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. Thursdays 
through Sundays.

Crumpacker said that another time 
slot may be added depending on the 
success of social-distancing mea-
sures. 
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Saugerties | business

What a long trip it’s been
A Saugerties couple 
reopen their restaurant 
for takeout after being 
trapped in Pakistan 
due to Covid 19

by Christina Coulter

W
hen Tahir Aziz 
and Rubina Mirza 
boarded a March 
25 flight with three 
of their five chil-
dren for a fam-

ily wedding to their home country 
of Pakistan, they fully intended to 
return after the event to their restau-
rant, Bina’s Cafe on Partition Street 
in Saugerties. But it wasn’t easy. Re-
strictions on commercial flights leav-
ing the country due to the outbreak of 
the pandemic extended their stay for 
nearly two months.

“It was a little hectic,” said Aziz. 
“We were fine, but we were worried 
about the business. Tthat was the 
main thing, too.”

Although the pair was aware of the 
growing threat from the Covid 19 vi-
rus, they said that their departure 
from John F. Kennedy International 
Airport was relatively uneventful. 
While Aziz’s sister, Masira, was able to 
host her wedding in the family’s home 
town of Lahore as scheduled, hun-
dreds of members of Aziz’s extended 
family members had to change their 
travel plans. Huge adjustments were 
required.

“The reception was planned for 500 
people,” explained Aziz. “It was can-
celled. The reception was the same 
day they announced the lockdown .... 
We organized a small, [event] , but 
that time they didn’t close the restau-
rants. They were open that time, so 
we had a buffet for 150 people.”

To facilitate the travel of Aziz’s ex-
tended family, his cousin Saiqua had 
scheduled her own multi-day wed-
ding ceremony shortly afterward, on 
April 10. That ceremony was can-
celled indefinitely.

“That’s how we plan weddings, so 
everybody can get there. But it didn’t 
happen,” said Aziz.

Aziz remarked on the differences 
between the “new reality” in his home 
town of Lahore and his experience 
back in New York.

“Yes, it was severe [in Lahore],” he 
said. “The people were scared in the 

beginning, and they stayed at home. 
Here, I can see people who are like 
‘whatever’ -- some people are not tak-
ing it seriously,” said Aziz. “People 
were scared there. We had cops and 
everything else. If you get out of your 
house without any good reason, you 
can get arrested for that. That was the 
reason.” The police gave warnings the 
first couple of days. Then they started 
arresting people. “In New York, they 
didn’t take it seriously, and the death 
toll is way high. [Pakistan] took it se-
riously.”

Aziz said that he, Rubina and their 
children, witnessed “so many people” 
being detained. A total of 32,674 Pak-
istanis have been diagnosed with the 
novel coronavirus, and 724 have died; 
in New York, 337,000 individuals 
have tested positive and 21,640 have 
succumbed to the virus.

In many ways the additional time 
in Aziz’s hometown, he said, was a 
blessing in disguise. The couple and 
their children were able to spend ad-
ditional time at Aziz’s family home. 

Unable to cook an egg five years ago, 
Aziz learned to master the prepa-
ration of a wide range of culinarily 
creative dishes from Rubina. Having 
honed his cooking skills at their res-
taurant, he was able to show his fam-
ily his new mastery.

“I think I cooked once or twice, they 
liked it,” said Aziz humbly. “We didn’t 
have to cook for two months that was 
the best part.”

Preparing to board a return re-
patriation flight for U.S. citizens on 
April 25, the family  arrived at the Is-

lamabad International Airport three 
hours in advance. Their temperatures 
were taken prior to boarding the 
flight, scheduled for 5:45 a.m. There 
was an additional delay of two hours. 

The process of returning to the 
United States took over 22 hours. The 
repatriated U.S. citizens landed not in 
New York City but at the Washington 
Dulles Airport in Washington, D.C, 
From there, the family drove back to 
New York, arriving at approximately 
3 a.m. 

They had been missed. A message 

P R O V I D E D

Tahir Aziz and Rubina Mirza Aayat at a family wedding in Pakistan.
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on the restaurant’s Facebook page 
announcing their return to the States 
was met with over 80 responses.

“Saugerties [people have] always 
been nice.”

The couple’s eatery, Bina’s Cafe, 
has become a local mainstay for au-
thentic Pakistani cuisine. They also 
serve American comfort foods like 
burgers and grilled cheeses, plus ad-
ditions from other cultures like Greek 
gyros. There’s a discount for regulars, 
and late hours o Friday and Saturday 
that rival the other restaurants in 
town.

“Punjabi people are really good eat-
ers. In Pakistan, if you see someone 
eating a lot, people say that they must 
be Punjabi,” said Aziz in a previous 
interview. “Lahore in my city. You can 
go out at four o’clock in the morning 
and you can get anything to eat from 
there. That’s what we are trying to 
bring in here. That’s why we’re not 
keeping the same menu each week, 

and then we’d be limited to just a 
couple of dishes.“

The couple completed their 15-day 
quarantine period on May 11, and are 
now reunited with their 16-, 14- and 
eleven-year-olds. They are preparing 
to adjust their business model once 
again.

“It’s going to be very difficult,” said 
Aziz. “Takeout, it’s not going to be dif-

ficult. But the delivery part is going 
to be a little difficult because it’s just 
me and [Rubina.] She has to cook, I 
have to deliver ....  We›re going to use 
gloves and masks, ring the bell, put it 
on the door, or ask people to leave the 
money on the door, or take the credit-
card number on the phone. “ There’ll 
be specialties like gyro falafel, chicken 
tikka sandwich. “For dinner, we used 

to have five different kinds of chicken. 
We’re going to limit that.”

Bina’s Cafe Facebook page will be 
their primary tool for communicating 
changing menu options to custom-
ers. They scheduled their opening for 
takeout and delivery this past Mon-
day, May 18.

Saugerties | place

A new look for the Saugerties Farmers’ Market 

When the Saugerties 
Farmers’ Market opens for the 
2020 season on May 23, mar-
ketgoers will find some chang-
es. New York State considers 
farmers’ markets to be essen-
tial services, but that includes 
only food and plants. So the 
market, as in past years, will 
offer an abundance of fresh 
fruits and vegetables, locally 
raised meat, cheese and eggs, 
as well as maple syrup, honey, 
jams and jellies, fresh roasted 
coffee, baked goods, vegetable 
and flower seedlings, vegetar-
ian lunch-to-go, and more. 

Gone this year are music, 
art, café tables, craft vendors, 
community organizations, 
special events and oppor-
tunities for socializing with 
friends and neighbors. Nor 
will local officials preside over 
a ribbon-cutting to open the 
new season. 

This year, it’s all about mak-
ing the market a safe and se-
cure place to shop,” said Ju-
dith Spektor, coordinator of 
the Saugerties Farmers’ Mar-
ket committee. “The farmers’ 
market is more important 
than ever at this time, both 
because people need access 
to fresh, healthy food and be-
cause local farmers have lost 
most of their restaurant sales 
and the community wants 
to help support them. So the 
committee put a lot of effort 
into designing a market lay-
out that would protect shop-
pers and vendors.”   

Masks and social distancing will be required and vendor stalls will be set far apart from one another. 
Foot traffic will follow a circular path – no more wandering from booth to booth. Parking-lot pickup will 
be available for high-risk customers who don’t want to leave their cars, as long as they have ordered and 
paid in advance. 

“We’re encouraging all customers to pre-order and pre-pay, if possible,” Spektor said. “It reduces the 
number of people walking through the market at any one time. In addition, we’re asking people to send 
only one shopper per household to the market, and to leave dogs at home!” 

Information about how to pre-order can be found at the market’s website, www.saugertiesfarmersmar-
ket.com. 

The market is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays through October 31, 115 Main Street, across from 
Cahill Elementary School.

P R O V I D E D

Bob Fade of Fiddlehead Farm will bring spring vegetables to the 
Saugerties Farmers' Market
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Woodstock | music

Maverick moves forward

Undeterred by 
cancelled season, 
famed concert hall 
offers alternatives 

By Robert Burke Warren

E
vidently, when a pan-
demic forces Woodstock 
cultural treasure Mav-
erick Concerts to can-
cel a season for the first 
time in its 105-year his-

tory, the creative energies behind the 
scenes do not cease. On the contrary. 
Although the mourning is real, and 
concerns for the future are legit, the 
wheels within Maverick’s engine spin 
on, with as determined steam than 

ever. 
“We’re not going anywhere,” says 

music director Alexander Platt, eager 
to give a progress report on the old-
est summer chamber-music festival 
in America. “The Maverick survived 
the Spanish flu, the Depression, two 
world wars, 9/11, the Great Recession 
of 2008. We’re going to survive this.” 

Executive director Kitt Potter is 
equally enthusiastic. “We’re up to 
the challenge,” she says. “We’re New 
Yorkers, we’re show people, we get it 
done. I’m the granddaughter of civil-
rights leaders/ First you cry, then 
you pray, then you march. We always 
come back. We always recover.”

Platt had designed the 2020 season 
to celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
Ludwig van Beethoven’s birth. Alec 
Cumming was to open the proceed-
ings, and attendees were to be treated 
to a screening of the documentary 

Behind the Scenes: The Shanghai 
Quartet. But when Covid 19 hit, the 
distinguished conductor packed his 
bags and left his Chicago home for his 

88-year-old father’s place in Connect-
icut, where he remains in lockdown. 
Undeterred by the profound disrup-
tion, he is staying in constant contact 
with fellow musicians, connecting 
with purveyors of virtual technology, 
and curating revered past concerts 
recorded at Maverick Concert Hall 
for broadcast on Capital Region-
based classical station WMHT-FM. 
The Maverick Hour will air Sundays 
at 5 p.m. from June 28 through Sep-
tember 13. 

“When this thing first hit,” Platt 
says, “I thought, ‘Oh, we’ll have a 
little sabbatical. But in terms of man-
hours, I’m actually working harder 
than ever for my beloved Maverick. 
I’m learning new skills – with tech-
nology and social media. One of the 
silver linings with this is when we 
all come out the other side – and we 
will come out the other side – we’ll be 
more adept.”

Doing it Maverick 
The Maverick Hour is just the be-

ginning of this new phase. Like many 
venues, Maverick is also exploring 
the virtual realm. But, as with every-
thing they do, the institution is giving 
extensive, deep consideration to the 
prospective rollout. Attention must 
be paid. 

“We’re going to have to do it Mav-
erick,” Potter says. “The New York 
Council of Nonprofits has told us: 
don’t be something you’re not. We are 

S I M O N  R U S S E L L  H I D E F
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renowned, we’re on the National His-
toric Registry, and we’ve been award-
ed for outstanding programming. 
Our A-list performers play huge halls 
all over the world, but they play here 
because they want to. And they say 
Maverick audiences are demanding, 
educated. So if we’re going virtual, it 
must be top-notch.”

While Potter sees an opportunity 
to “build a treasure trove of video, 
which can go global,” she, like Platt, 
does not see streaming as a replace-
ment for the concert experience. Not 
at all. While being schooled by Bard 
grad Emma Houghton in all things 
digital, she is simultaneously working 
toward future performances in the 
famed venue, plowing through her 
sense of mourning, fueled by an in-
tensified love for music, for patrons, 
and for the hall itself.

Kitt Potter likes the adventure
Constructed (remarkably, with no 

help from architects) of rough-hewn 
timber, open to the surrounding flora, 
and sequestered just far enough away 
from commerce to seem remote, 
Maverick Hall was built on the out-
skirts of Woodstock in 1916 by queer 
socialist-writer-printer Hervey White 
– referred to as “the first hippie” – an 
exile from the Byrdcliffe arts colony. 
The woodland hall, the epicenter of 
White’s own Maverick arts colony, 
arguably sparked Woodstock’s endur-
ing reputation as a performing-arts 
mecca, as a place to revel in a crowd 
and be enthralled alongside strangers 
by a show. 

Platt says, “Maverick is where the 
Woodstock ethos began.” Potter is one 
of many who call it a sacred space. She 
is ready to accommodate extenuating 
circumstances so patrons she refers 

to as “Mavericks” can still attend their 
holy place in the West Hurley woods. 

“People come from all over the 
world to this most beloved of arts 
colonies for the music, the art, the 
nature, the perfect acoustics,” Potter 
says. “Sixty percent of them are over 
65. I’m responsible for them, for the 
musicians, and our volunteers. So we 
may move some benches, some seats. 
We’ll have new manuals for clean-
ing. I’m taking it very seriously. I’ll 
be talking to first responders, state 
police, the Ulster County sheriff ’s 
department, and the health depart-
ment. I want them all to sign off. And 
I need to have it ready by the winter. 
But I’m up for it. I like the adventure.”

Potter will be reaching out to oth-
er venues and organizations, fellow 
show folk, for help. “We’ve been com-
peting, but we need to form a strong 
alliance in Ulster County,” she says. 

“Bethel Woods, Tanglewood. We’re 
not going to be able to do this alone. 
We need to find ways to exchange 
what we’re finding. I’ll share what I 
know with anybody.”

Platt sees light at the end of the 
tunnel. “I am profoundly hopeful, to 
the depths of my soul,” he says. “This 
whole idea that ‘this is the new nor-
mal, [Covid19] will change the con-
cert experience forever’ – that’s total 
bullshit.  There will be some changes, 
and you know what? We had to do 
this, anyway.”

There are always going to be people 
who will not feel comfortable with a 
concert experience, he says, and the 
Maverick needs to find ways to get 
that experience to them. “We all need 
to get accustomed to new technology, 
and offer a high-quality experience. 
But the idea that ‘this is it’? No. We’re 
going to get back to sitting next to 
each other, sharing, shaking hands. 
Between now and then, we need to 
use this as a growth experience. Our 
goal, and everyone else’s goal is: how 
do we use this crisis to our advan-
tage? How do we come out the other 
side better equipped to deal with the 
future?”

Another silver lining for Platt is 
renewed appreciation, for his voca-
tion, and for the experience of mak-
ing music in front of an audience. 
“This has made me more grateful 
than ever to be a musician,” he says. 
“It’s a more beautiful career than I 
ever realized. And I know I speak for 
everyone when I say: when this pan-
demic is over, whether it is the Mav-
erick, or Tanglewood, or Byrdcliffe, 
or the Saratoga Jazz Festival, or the 
club scene in Woodstock, I just know 
people are going to value it more 
than ever. People are going to be so 
desperate to come back together and 
have these communal experiences, 
and Woodstock – the whole region – 
is one of the greatest places to have 
that. It’s not going to be a comeback. 
It’s going to be a bacchanal.” 

Woodstock | place

Swimming holes in hot water
Woodstock officials are considering closing town-owned swimming holes amid concerns 
over the spread of Covid 19 as temperatures rise and out-of-towners seek an escape. The town board at 
its regu-lar meeting May 12 discussed restricting access to parking for Big Deep off Route 212 and Little 
Deep off Zena Road.

“Do we want to have those open?” councilman Reggie Earls asked of the popular swimming holes. “We 
will have a lot of people. It’s natural to want to get out of there [the city] and come up here. I think it’s 
going to be hard to have them safely open.”

The areas also have trails frequented by hikers. Perhaps those could stay open while the water re-
mained off limits, councilwoman Laura Ricci suggested. “I think what a watering hole is, is that it’s a 
congre-gating activity.” She said Jersey Shore communities, for example, allow visitors to walk on the 
beach but they are not allowed to sit.

“It’s not going to be possible to social distance at Big Deep,” Earls said.
Supervisor Bill McKenna suggested the town could keep the areas open on weekdays and closed on 

weekends.
Big Deep and Little Deep have been problematic for the town in recent years. The popular locations 

appeared on lists of the best swimming holes shared widely on social media. The town board had ap-
proved a plan for access by permit only after trash left by visitors became unmanageable for town main-
tenance employees. Officials were forced to scrap the permit system after state and county health officials 
told the town it would assume liability and be forced to hire a lifeguard if it regulated access. The town 
posted photos of the garbage on social media, with threats of closure if people didn’t behave responsibly.

Swimming holes aren’t the only thing facing closure. The town will not hold its summer recreation 
program for the first time in about 60 years. Town clerk Jackie Earley said there simply wasn’t enough 
time to start interviewing and hiring counselors and staff and reworking activities to allow for social 
distancing.

Despite the lack of a summer program, Andy Lee Field and Rick Volz Park are still open. “This is the 
time when kids need outdoor activity the most,” McKenna said. The only thing off-limits is the basket-
ball courts because the game is a contact sport, he said.

— Nick Henderson

Martindale-Hubbell 
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Unemployment for 
town employees

Woodstock town coffers and em-
ployees will benefit from a state and 
federal program to provide unem-
ployment assistance to municipal 
workers with reduced work hours 
due to Covid 19. Through a new pro-

gram administered by the state De-
partment of Labor, affected employ-
ees will receive regular pay for hours 
worked, about half their pay from 
unemployment benefits for hours not 
worked, plus $600 in weekly federal 
unemployment payments.

Some 17 employees are affected, 

town supervisor Bill McKenna said. 
Some will work 20 percent of their 
regular schedule, some will work 40 
percent and some will work 60 per-
cent, he said. With the added federal 
benefits, all will receive significantly 
more than their regular pay had they 
worked full-time, he said. 

The town government will save 
about $4000 per week in payroll. 
“We’re optimistic this won’t be a ter-
rible burden on the employees or on 
us,” McKenna said. All employees are 
expected to return to full-time em-
ployment eventually and their health 
insurance is unaffected.

Onteora | schools

Onteora valedictorian, salutatorian

Emily Salem has been named valedictorian of the Class of 
2020 and Ellery Loheide this year’s saluta-torian at Onteora High 
School. “The faculty, staff and administration are very proud of these 
exemplary students,” said principal Lance Edelman. “It is without a 
doubt that these students will accomplish all of their post-secondary 
goals and continue to impress our Onteora community.”  

Salem, daughter of Kate Hyman and Kevin Salem of Woodstock, 
earned a weighted Grade Point Average (GPA) of 100.66 at Onteora, 
where her academic schedule included eight Advanced Placement 
(AP) classes as well as a college-level French class. She will be attend-
ing Harvard College.

A talented athlete, Salem played soccer throughout middle and high 
school, co-captaining the varsity team during her senior year. She also 
played on travel and regional soccer teams. She was on the Sci-ence 
Olympiad team and participating in Harvard Model Congress, and she 
served as president of her senior class. She was also named a National 
Merit Commended Student.

Salem credits Onteora’s teachers, administrators, guidance counsel-
ors and staff with helping her along her educational journey. “So many 
teachers I had, and even some that I didn’t have, surprised me by go-
ing above and beyond their formal responsibilities to make education 
something that is personal and inspiring,” she said. “It took me a long 

time to find my academic interests, partly because I had teachers in ev-
ery subject that I was captivated by and who encouraged me to explore 
my curiosity.” 

The extended school closure dramatically changed her senior year, 
Salem said, “I would have loved to have been there in person for my 
last few months at Onteora. But losing that time has reminded me how 
much I love our community, and I know that I will continue to contrib-
ute to it after my time as a student here is up.”

Loheide, the daughter of Laura and Eric Loheide of Shokan, achieved 
her salutatorian status by earning a weighted GPA of 98.736. She will 
be attending the University of Southern California, where she in-tends 
to major in sociology. Loheide took eleven AP or college-level classes. 
She played on the varsity girls’ tennis team for four years, serving as 
team captain in Grades 11 and 12. She was also president of the year-
book club, secretary of the National Honor Society, and participated in 
Harvard Model Con-gress. She was a volunteer on trips to Rwanda and 
Nepal, where she worked with local children. 

“I would especially like to thank my family for always being so sup-
portive and constantly encouraging me, and my best friend Corey Chun 
for keeping me sane,” she said. “We might have missed the end of our 
senior year, but the truth is we will always be connected, even without 
a graduation or prom.”

Emily Salem.
P H O T O S  P R O V I D E D

Ellery Loheide.
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Because We Care.
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We are looking for a Licensed Practical Nurse to provide support services for our physicians 
at our Phoenicia and Woodstock locations.  
Our practice is patient driven. MAHV is NCQA Certified for Patient Centered Medical Home 
and has additionally received recognition by NCQA for Diabetes.
Responsibilities include (but not limited to): triaging patients, taking vitals, EKG's, basic 
laboratory tests, assisting in procedures, patient care coordination and EHR documentation. 
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teamwork to provide excellence in care for our patients. Ability to travel between offices and 
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Visit mahv.net to learn more about our practice.
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WORKING HARD TO KEEP YOU ON THE ROAD.
Accent Insurance Services provides a 
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The Department of Labor has ex-
pedited the unemployment claims for 
affected employees, who must certify 
their working situation online or by 
phone each week. Federal funding 
for the program runs out July 31. If it 
does not get extended, the employees 
will be put back on the payroll.

— Nick Henderson

Two charged in 
Woodstock shooting 

Taejah L. Dash, 18, of Shandaken 
and Austin T. Hollister, 21, of Kings-
ton were arrested May 14 after alleg-
edly shooting at a Woodstock home 
on April 29, according to the Ulster 
County sheriff ’s office.

Woodstock police and sheriff ’s 
deputies arrived at the residence in 
the area of Orchard Lane on April 
29 at 9:30 p.m. in response to a 911 

call reporting several shots fired. The 
home was occupied, but nobody was 
injured.

Officers found evidence that a fire-
arm had been discharged. An investi-
gation led to the arrests and recovery 
of a rifle.

Dash was charged with attempted 
assault with a deadly weapon and 
criminal mischief, both felonies; 
and reckless endangerment, a mis-
demeanor. Hollister was charged 
with attempted assault with a deadly 
weapon and two counts of criminal 
mischief, both felonies; and criminal 

possession of a weapon and reckless 
endangerment, both misdemeanors.

The shooting was not a random 
act, according to detective lieutenant 
Abram Markiewicz of the sheriff ’s df-
fice. Dash and Hollister knew the oc-

cupants, he said.
The two suspects were arraigned 

and released to appear in town court 
at a later date.

— Nick Henderson

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Woodstock Tree Care
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.

We are also Tree Removal experts. 
Working in the area 25 years!

Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
Office: 845-679-3200

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

CASEY & SONS 
FLOOR SANDING

FINISHING
“Serving the Community  

For Over 45 years”
Kingston, NY
845•336•8555

STOVES & FIREPLACES

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 or (845) 679-8932

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
Trucking & Excavating

• Trucking • Excavating • Driveways • Lawns
Bulk Landscaping Materials

• Topsoil • Mulch • Stone • Sand • Shale...
Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

THE JOY OF BUILDING
New construction, additions,  

renovations, and historical restorations

MARK PERITZ  •  845 399-3080   
 jobconco@gmail.com • thejoyofbuilding.com

Lawn Mowing & 
Snow Plowing 

   (845) 679-CUTT (2888)

CLEANING SERVICES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION

GARDEN CONSULTING

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

LEGAL SERVICES

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

UNPAID RENT?  BILLS? CAR PAYMENTS?
EVICTION OR FORECLOSURE NOTICE?

BANKRUPTCY CAN HELP!! REASONABLE FEES, PAYMENT PLANS
CALL 845 338-2139 or EMAIL sirag1951@gmail.com

FREE PHONE CONSULTATIONS,
LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN GOTTLIEB

721 BROADWAY SUITE 112 KINGSTON, NY 
Over 20 years experience in bankruptcy 

INSULATION, LEAF REMOVAL, GUTTERS,  
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING & CARPENTRY

We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.

845-514-3953 • 518-929-6369

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722

RECREATION

peregrine8@hvc.rr.com – www.woodstocknytrails.com

MINDFUL PROPERTY
Management & Maintenance
Francesca Ortolano – Property Manager

Donny Kass – Property Maintenance
Organized – Reliable – Meticulous

845.657.4180–O  845.389.0969–C  mindfulproperty77@gmail.com
55 Years Combined Experience

READY FOR SPRING?
Soil Testing Available Now

Biological Food Garden & Farm Soil Testing
Organic-Regenerative Soil Balancing

Compost Tea – Biodynamic Preps
Testing – Education – Consulting
Ross 845-825-7657

ASHOKAN STORE-IT
Ask about our long term storage discount

 5x10  5x15  10x10  10x15  10x20  10x30
 $40  $50  $70  $90  $110  $150

Cell Phone (845) 389-0504
845-657-2494 • 1 Ridge Rd. Shokan, NY 12481

STORAGE

5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200 — 5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722CS CONSTRUCTION

Roofing • Siding • Decks • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
All Phases of Home Improvement 

— Free Estimates —
Chris Shauger   f550diesel@msn.com

Houtman Rd., Saugerties, NY 845-750-7038

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

5 weeks $75  |  845-334-8200

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM
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New Paltz | business

Pedal 
pusher
Bicycle Rack 
reports upsurge in 
interest in cycling 
during pandemic

by Erin Quinn

“Nothing compares to the simple plea-
sure of riding a bike.”

— John F. Kennedy

T
he Bicycle Rack, an 
880-square-foot shop 
on North Front Street 
in downtown New Paltz 
owned by Mike Kilmer, is 
one small local business 

that has been a hive of activity in the 
past two months. Kilmer, who pur-
chased the shop from longtime owner 
Alan Stout in 2003, said that shock 
waves of fear throughout the state in 
early March caused the state govern-
ment to shut down everything except 
for businesses it deemed “essential.” 

Kilmer had to make a tough deci-
sion. Bike-repair shops were deemed 
essential by the governor. “I had to 
question myself as to whether or not 
I wanted to be open,” he said. “What’s 
the best thing to do?”

His business has a lot of custom-
ers who depend on their bikes to get 
to work, to get to school, to get from 
Point A to Point B. “That’s why I 
stayed open,” he said. “Honestly, that’s 
why we stay open all winter. There 
are people who rely on their bikes for 
transportation, and others because 
they’ll go stir-crazy if they can’t get 
out.”

At first, Kilmer and his repair as-
sistant didn’t see much traffic in the 
shop. The people who came in were 
the ones who “still had to commute 
to work on their bikes, ride the rail-
trail from Rosendale to Highland to 
the Walkway and get on Metro North 
down towards the City. If they had a 
crank fall off or their tire rim was all 
bent, we were there to fix it to make 
sure they could get to work.” 

Mid-March through mid-April re-
mained fairly quiet. Then things be-
gan to get busy – real busy.

“Biking is one of the few things that 
people can do right now,” said Kilmer. 
The phone kept ringing from people 
outside who were in need of service. 
During the pandemic, store policy is 
not to allow more than one person 

into the shop at a time. Almost all 
bike-repair estimates are done out-
side the shop. “We’re seeing tons of 
people, in particular families, come 
in to get their old bikes tuned up, re-
paired, or having to upgrade.”

People are looking to utilize this 
“New York on Pause” time to enjoy 
the outdoors and the hundreds of 
miles of trails in Ulster County. “The 
woman who was just here said she 
hadn’t been on her bike in ten years, 
but she’s dying to get outside,” Kilmer 
said. “So, we’re here to help. With so 

many New Yorkers having been laid 
off, furloughed, asked to work from 
home, combined with schools being 
shut down, colleges being closed. and 
all other forms of entertainment or 
activity outside the home being can-
celed, biking is having an enormous 
renaissance.”

Unsurprisingly, Kilmer thinks it’s 
great to see a resurgence of an en-
tire generation getting back on their 
bikes and outside and enjoying the 
weather rather than staying inside 
and playing their X-Box or on their 

iPads. “It makes you feel good to see 
people getting out and doing some-
thing healthy.”

The bike repair operation has gone 
from three to four bike repairs a day 
to trying to juggle 16 to 18 a day. “We 
had so many repairs to do last week 
that we had to shut our doors for two 
days to get them all done,” he said, 
“which has always been our promise: 
Give us 48 hours and we’ll get your 

P H O T O S  B Y  E R I N  Q U I N N

Mike Kilmer of the Bicycle Rack on North Front Street in downtown New Paltz.

Painting & Remodeling

Mr. K's

@mrksremodel

(518)-291-8322
mrkspainting@gmail.com

What  
 projects  

    are you         
planning?

Bath & Kitchen
Sagging Floors

Interior/Exterior
Painting

Wall Repair
Presale

Consultation

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations
Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com
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bike repaired. This time, we literally 
had to lock the door to do it.”

Accessories haven’t gone up in 
sales. “Yes, people are making sure 
that they buy helmets for themselves 
and their kids,” he said, “but besides 
that, we’re not selling much that isn’t 
essential.”

What used to be a one-step process 
where someone came in and left their 
bike is now a three- or four-step pro-
cess. Mike or his helper have to go 
outside, look at the bike, then bring it 
inside and ring up the estimate. “Ev-
erything takes longer, but that’s just 
how it is right now.”

As for customer response, there 
are always the one-percenters. “To 
them, it doesn’t matter that we’re in 

a pandemic situation,” he said. “They 
believe that their bike should come 
first, above all others. My feeling is, 
‘Go somewhere else.’ We’re here to 
put out real fires. People who can’t get 
to their jobs and might get canned, or 
can’t get to where they need to go to 
because they don’t have access to a 
car.”

The shop services tried-and-true 
bike aficionados who love to cycle 
year-round, pandemic or no pandem-
ic, and are still out hitting the roads 
and trails logging their workouts on 
Strava, even without competitions 
coming up. “There are a ton of avid 
cyclists in this area, and although 
their races have been canceled and 
they can’t train in groups like they’re 

used to, they’re still out there training 
away,” he said. “It’s kind of interest-
ing, because you’ll see some of them 
actually stop and post some pictures 
on their Strava. These are people who 
would never stop before. They’re too 
busy trying to log in as many miles as 
fast as they can. And now, they’re ac-
tually stopping and taking the scen-
ery in a bit more, which I think is 
great.”

All of the sweat put into repairing 
people’s bikes has been worth it. “We 
love biking, obviously, and it’s great 
to see so many others return to doing 
something they enjoyed, or to begin 
doing something that they’ll enjoy 
and keep them fit outside. We can’t 
do a lot, but we can ride this out!”

Kilmer has purchased the entire 
lot on which the Bicycle Rack sits at 
13 North Front Street, including The 
Bakery. According to Kilmer, Alan 
Stout always retained ownership of 
the property, and David Santner, own-
er of The Bakery, a longstanding New 
Paltz institution, has always rented. 
“David is not going anywhere,” said 
Kilmer when he mentioned purchas-
ing the property. “He will be back. He 
has to make all of us food.” Like many 
other local cafés and eateries, Santner 
attempted to stay open as long as he 
could before restaurants were forced 
to close, except for takeout or deliv-
ery.

SUNY New Paltz 
commencement

SUNY New Paltz will hold a vir-
tual, pre-recorded commencement 
ceremony this Friday, May 22. Com-
munity members are welcome to join 
students, faculty, staff, alumni and 
family members watching the broad-
cast, links to which will be published 
at https://newpaltz.edu/commence-
ment/ on May 22 at 1 p.m. and will re-
main available for viewing for a year. 

This year, nearly 2100 undergrad-
uate and more than 600 graduate 
degrees will be conferred. “We rec-
ognize and commend our graduates 
who have worked diligently to over-
come the direct and indirect impact 
of the coronavirus and continued to 
be productive during these extraor-
dinary times,” said president Donald 
P. Christian. “We know that students 
were especially saddened to have 
their final semester ended so abrupt-
ly, and we applaud their ability to 
overcome the adversity that corona-
virus has caused in their educational 
and personal lives. Our students’ 
willingness and success in adapting 
quickly to a changing environment 
will serve them well in their lives and 
livelihoods.”

Among the honored students will 
be Valedictorian Pedrozo and saluta-
torian Megan Vaughn.

An in-person ceremony for the 
Class of 2020 is planned for May 
2021.

Gardiner cancels summer rec
Gardiner has cancelled its 2020 

summer recreation program.
In a press release town officials said 

that “We know how much parents 
and kids alike have grown to depend 
on the six-week program for enter-
tainment, arts, learning activities and 
summer fun,” town officials said in a 
press release. “Our hearts go out to 
the kids who look forward to spend-
ing time with their friends and coun-
selors at camp every year and will 
be unable to enjoy memories from a 
2020 recreation program.”

The town said that summer camps 
with children and counselors could 
not properly maintain the social dis-
tancing necessary to keep everyone 
safe.

Reopening New Paltz
Several elected and other munici-

pal officials in New Paltz discussed 
and took questions about transi-
tioning from pandemic shutdown to 
whatever the new normal turns out 
to be via YouTube last Friday. While 
the multi-county region has hit five of 
seven metrics for beginning the four-
phase reopening sequence laid out by 
the governor, the data points for hos-
pitalizations and deaths have not de-
creased enough to begin that process.

Absent a vaccine or any evidence 
that surviving infection by this coro-
navirus confers immunity, social dis-

tancing and frequent hand-washing 
remain the best ways to minimize its 
spread. Residents are being strongly 
encouraged not to confront others 
about a perceived lack of social dis-
tance, or for not wearing masks, or 
otherwise violating such guidelines. 
Contact police or building inspectors, 
or file an anonymous report about the 
situation. As deputy mayor KT Tobin 
noted, it’s not always clear who is ac-
tually failing to comply. Chief Rob-
ert Lucchesi of the New Paltz police 
agreed, adding that well-meaning 
residents might unintentionally esca-
late an issue by attempting to enforce 
it themselves.

While governor Andrew Cuomo 
has approved the opening of public 
beaches, pools are likely to wait for 
phase four, which includes recreation 
and schools. Supervisor Neil Bettez 
acknowledged that Moriello Pool was 
“an important part of summer here in 
New Paltz,” but the best-case scenar-
io would not see it opened until late 
July. Bettez said that limiting atten-
dance to town residents is being con-
sidered as a way to limit occupancy.

Village officials are concerned 
about how property-tax bills coming 
due in June are actually paid. They 

are anticipating that there could be 
a $2.2 million shortfall in the budget 
this year. It’s a slightly different situa-
tion for the town. Taxes are due later, 
and when they are not paid the differ-
ence is made up from county funds. 
That, however, assumes that there are 
county funds available. As with most 
levels of government, the county bud-
get must be balanced and the bills 
paid. 

Construction will be part of the first 
phase of reopening, and one source of 
revenue for municipal governments 
is building permits. Village building 
inspector Cory Wirthmann wants 
anyone planning a project to contact 
his office soon, as it’s “not just going 
to be a free-for-all,” Contractors need 
to understand the new processes that 
will be in place.

New Paltz spring cleanup
Collection of brush and bagged 

yard waste for Village of New Paltz 
residents who live on streets north of 
Main Street has begun and will end 
on May 22. Collection for residents 
who live on streets south of Main 
Street will begin on May 26 and end 
on May 29. 

Village trucks will pick up bagged 

yard waste in biodegradable bags 
only and brush. The village will not be 
picking up other items this year.

Annual fundraising cycle raises 
funds for mental health 

The Ride For Mental Health an-
nounced it will hold its annual ride 
this year but in a different format 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
The ride’s organizers decided to pivot 
to “Ride Together, but Ride Apart” 
with riders taking on their own indi-
vidual rides in their cities and towns, 
neighborhoods and parks, or in their 
homes, sharing on social media and 
encouraging and supporting mental 
health awareness.

Riders are invited to register online 
at mac@rideformentalhealth.org 
and join The Ride For Mental Health 
group on Strava, a mobile app that 
connects cyclists and runners. The 
ride’s Strava group will allow all rid-
ers anywhere around the world to see 
the routes that participants ride, keep 
track of mileage and elevation dur-
ing the course of the summer. Special 
weekends throughout the summer 
will be designated for a variety of ac-
complishments with prizes -- from 
riding to fundraising to the best route 
photo. The event starts on May 22 
and ends September 7.

Founded in 2017 by Mac Dorris in 
honor of his late son who suffered 
from a mental illness, Dorris hopes 
The Ride For Mental Health will help 
to eliminate the stigma surrounding 
mental illness and alleviate some of 
the barriers to care that exist for pa-
tients. “Mental illness is one of the 
biggest health challenges facing our 
society today, affecting people from 
childhood through adulthood,” said 
Dorris. “2020 has thrown us some 
new challenges but what makes the 
ride special hasn’t changed. This 
year’s routes will be your neighbor-
hood, your parks and trails. Keep rid-
ing, continue to raise awareness, end 
the stigma associated with mental ill-
ness.”

To register to ride, visit https://
www.bikereg.com/the- ride-for-
mental-health-2020. Join   the    
Strava   group   here:   https://www.
strava.com/clubs/the-  r ide-for-
mental- health-651768. All proceeds 
from the ride go directly to benefit 
the programs and services of McLean 
Hospital, a  world-renowned Harvard 
Medical School affiliate.

Stone Ridge | commencement

SUNY Ulster delivers diplomas
Although the SUNY Ulster campus and Ulster County 
community were not able to gather in person on the Stone 
Ridge campus today to celebrate and honor its 2020 gradu-
ates last Saturday, SUNY Ulster president Dr. Alan P. Roberts 
drove throughout the region, hand-delivering diplomas to 
many of the over 120 graduates who RSVP’d to participate in 
SUNY Ulster’s 2020 virtual ceremony. 

Observing all appropriate social distancing precautions and 
wearing a facemask, Dr. Al, as he is familiarly called, began his 
diploma deliveries at 8 a.m. on May 16 and drove for several 
days to complete his mission.

P R O V I D E D

SUNY Ulster president Dr. Alan P. Roberts delivers surprise 
diplomas during virtual commencement.

SAUGERTIES
SENIOR HOUSING

Subsidized Housing 
for Low Income 
Senior Citizens

SECURE LIVING
Call or write for an application

at the information below
155 MAIN STREET • SAUGERTIES, NY 12477
— 845-247-0612 —

WAITINGLIST

   17May 21, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing



Drive-ins reopen by Paul – still to come (with 2 pics 
21hydeparkdrivein5, 21hydeparkdrivein2)

Kingston story about Leslie Woodward (with pic 21les-
liewoodward) and Kingston notes with two pics (king-
stonbarbershop2, 21kingstonbarbershop3)

Kingston/Saugerties story by Geddy (with three pics 
21kingstonbarbershop2, 21kingstonbarbershop3, 21viola-
tions)

Saugerties story about Opus 40 reopening with 
pic (21opus40), Saugerties couple in Pakistan story 
(with one pic (21pakistan) and Saugerties notes (with 
three pics 21mattpalladino, 21saugertiesdonation, 
21farmers’market)

Woodstock story about Maverick by Robert (with 1 pic 
21maverick) and Woodstock notes (with two pics 21onteo-
rasalutatorian, 21onteoravaledictorian)

New Paltz Bicycle Rack story by Erin (with two pics 
21bicyclerack1, 21bicyclerack2) and New Paltz notes (with 
three pics 21mohonk, 21wallkillriver and 21sunycom-
mencement)

Letter’s pages

Almanac film review by Fran (with pic 21filmreview)

Almanac story by John of roundup of new releases from 
Hudson Valley artists (with two pics 21LSDaniel “Million 
Strings” and 21PigIron’s”SeethingBlue”)

Almanac check it out notes with (two pics 21WSA, 
21wiredgallery)

Phased reopening
Select trailheads 
scheduled to open 
on May 20 with new 
member benefit

by Terence P Ward

M
ohonk Preserve 
will begin a phased 
reopening to its 
members and the 
community on 
Wednesday, May 20. 

“Since our temporary closure, the 
Preserve staff has been working on a 
plan to safely welcome visitors back 
to the land, while also respecting New 
York State guidelines for limiting re-
gional travel and large gatherings,” 
said Mohonk Preserve president and 
CEO Kevin Case.

After careful consideration and in 
consultation with state and local of-
ficials, the Preserve will reopen the 
Visitor Center, West Trapps, East 
Trapps Connector, Spring Farm and 

Upper Duck Pond trailheads begin-
ning on Wednesday, May 20. The 
Coxing Trailhead remains closed. 

The Preserve will be piloting a new 
benefit -- Member Mornings -- fea-
turing members-only parking at the 

West Trapps and Spring Farm trail-
heads from 7 to 9 a.m., though June 
29, 2020. Also, due to the temporary 
closure, the Preserve is extending Pre-
serve memberships with an expiration 
date after March 2020 by two months. 
The Preserve offers online purchase of 
memberships and renewals at www.
mohonkpreserve.org/how-to-help/join/.

In accordance with state and CDC 
guidelines and to ensure the health 
and safety of members, visitors and 
staff, Mohonk Preserve has instituted 
several protocols for visitation, in-
cluding:

Please recreate close to home to 
help prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Visitors are required to wear face 
coverings upon entry.

Visitors are required to maintain at 
least a six-foot distance from others.

No congregating or large groups.
Permitted activities include walk-

ing, hiking, running and cycling. 
Offering touchless transactions 

with credit or debit cards. 
There are limited restroom facili-

ties – please plan accordingly. 
The Visitor Center will be open 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays and 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends with re-
duced parking capacity.

Other trailheads will be open daily 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for members 
and from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. for day-use 
visitors.

Trailhead parking is limited, and 
lots will be closed and gated at 7 p.m.

 “We will closely monitor obser-
vance of our new operating guide-
lines” Case noted. “Cooperation with 
these protocols will allow us to con-
tinue to safely welcome members and 
visitors to Preserve lands.” 

The Preserve is working closely with 
the Access Fund, local climbing orga-
nizations and regional climbing loca-
tions on a plan to safely reintroduce 
climbing and bouldering at a later date. 
Also, due to limited parking capacity, 
horse trailer parking is not available 
during this phase of the reopening. 

 “The Preserve is very grateful to 
our members and the local commu-
nity for their support during this dif-
ficult time and we look forward to 
welcoming everyone back onto the 
land beginning on Wednesday, May 
20,” said Case.

For additional information, please 
visit www.mohonkpreserve.org.

New Paltz | environment

Social distance tree planting on the Wallkill River

Here’s an opportunity to contribute good 
to the world in a safe way -- plant a few trees along 
the Wallkill River between May 23 and June 21. 
Here’s how:

 Individuals and/or families can go by them-
selves to the designated planting location along 
the Open Space Institute’s River to Ridge Trail in 
New Paltz between the trailhead parking lot and 
the Carmine Liberta Bridge

Volunteers need to sign up with the JotForm 
https://form.jotform.com/201365605985057.

A video will be provided for you to watch be-
forehand for instructions on how to plant cor-
rectly. When you arrive on the site, the locations 
of where trees should go and tree names will be 

clearly marked. Each individual or family is asked 
to bring their own tools and commit to planting 
at least three trees. Tools will be available on the 
site to borrow if you don’t have your own. Tree 
planting tasks include: clearing the area of weeds, 
digging a hole, planting the tree, laying and stak-
ing down a fabric mulch, inserting a tree tube and 
watering. Required tools include: a shovel and a 
pair of work gloves per person, a hammer and 1-2 
buckets per family. 

For additional information, email mcheo@hvc.
rr.com.

This is a collaboration between the Wallkill Riv-
er Watershed Alliance, Open Space Institute and 
the NYS DEC Hudson River Estuary Program.

L A U R E N  T H O M A S

The Wallkill River.

J O H N  M .  M I Z E L

Views from Old Minnewaska Road.
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Free for the taking
The newly-varnished box by Elting 

Library’s front door in New Paltz has 
been stocked with puzzles, games, 
magazines, papers, videotape, biogra-
phies, and history books, all free for 
the taking during one’s solitary walks, 
for those craving non-electronic pas-
times.

Bibi Sandstrom
New Paltz

Materials analysis
Velcro is fake thistle.

Sparrow
Phoenicia

Saugerties food pantry open
Atonement Lutheran Church’s 

Food Pantry is still open (since 1988) 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 
to 11:45 a.m. for Saugerties town resi-
dents. We are following safe guide-
lines for Covid 19 precautions. We are 
located across from the Saugerties 
post office on Market Street. 

We wish to thank our many spon-

sors besides the Regional Food Bank 
of North Eastern NY. These include: 
Adams Fairacre Farms, Bread Alone, 
Blue Kats, Boy Scouts, Hannaford, Ki-
wanis Club, Lions’ Club, Markertek, 
Mother Earth health food store, Price 
Chopper, Sam’s Club, Ulster Corps, 
Ulster Glean team, our local churches 
and any other organizations we may 
have temporarily forgotten.

There are many volunteers and in-
dividual donors who also contribute, 
you know who you are and we thank 
you all. 

Stay safe, we’ll get through this to-
gether.

Chanda Palcher
Kate Shuter

Lou Vogel
Saugerties

Calming your kids
Parenting always has its challenges. 

This is even more true in a time of 
high anxiety.

Children may miss predictable rou-
tines, seeing friends and grandpar-
ents and other aspects of life before 
the current pandemic. They may wor-
ry about people they love getting sick. 

Their anxiety may show in unex-
pected ways. For example, they may 
cling to you, have nightmares, throw 
tantrums, or wet the bed. If you’re 
unsure how best to help your child, 
you are not alone. 

Here are some possibilities. All are 
available without you or your child 
leaving the safety of your home. 

1) Reach out to someone you know 
and trust. This could be a religious 
leader, a pediatrician, a teacher or 
a psychotherapist. You may be sur-
prised by their willingness to listen 
and by how much they can offer re-
motely, either online or by phone.

2) Buy How to Talk So Kids Will 
Listen & Listen So Kids Will Talk, a 
trusted guide to parenting for many 

years. How to Talk So Teens Will Lis-
ten & Listen So Teens Will Talk is 
newer. Both books are by Adele Fa-
ber/Elaine Mazlish (www.faberma-
zlish.com). Libraries may be closed, 
but booksellers are open.

3) Contact Astor Services for Chil-
dren and Families (www.astorser-
vices.org). Astor works with children 
ages 2–21 years old and the children’s 
families. If you leave a message on 
their 24-hour hotline (866-278-
6701), expect a call back within one 
business day. Once the pandemic 
began, Astor quickly switched from 
using their eight clinics to telehealth 
services.

4) Call the Mental Health Associa-
tion of Ulster County (339-9090) and 
ask for a wellness resource coordina-
tor. Expect a call back within three 
business days. The wellness resource 
coordinator will listen to your con-
cerns and, if needed, connect you 
with other services. 

5) Call or text 845-679-2485 to 
reach Family of Woodstock’s 24-
hour crisis hotline. If you call, a well-
trained non-professional will answer 
the phone. If you text, you’ll get a text 
back. I was told that the hotline deals 
with “every problem under the sun.” 

I hope that the foregoing informa-
tion enables you to help your child 
during this difficult time. If you know 
someone else looking for answers, 
please pass this information on.

Carol Steiner
New Paltz

The monarchy stops now
First it was the end of April. Then 

it was May 15. Now, Governor Cuomo 
has pushed the opening date to June 
13. Wake up, people! What’s it going 
to take to realize this has nothing to 
do with the coronavirus? While the 
Javits Center and USNS Comfort 
ship sat empty, Cuomo sent recover-

ing patients to nursing homes, expos-
ing thousands of our most vulnerable 
to COVID-19. People need to feed 
their families and now they’re going 
on three months of unemployment. 
Cuomo found this the perfect time to 
give himself and everyone in Albany 
a raise. Enough is enough, Governor 
Cuomo. Let us go back to work. The 
monarchy stops now.

Emileine Mahoney
Poughkeepsie

Precious and vulnerable
If there has ever been a time that 

our country, and the whole world for 
that matter, needed the combined 
intelligence of many scientists, it is 
right now. The Corona virus Pandem-
ic has humbled us, and has reduced 
our population to wearing protective 
masks and gloves, and basically being 
paranoid of all other human beings. It 
is a very scary time. Social distancing, 
although awkward at best, has prov-
en useful, simply because we have no 
idea of who is contagious with the 
dreaded virus and who is safe. Any 
human-to-human contact could be 
the moment the virus invades an in-
nocent body, and that contact could 
cause that unsuspecting person to be-
come very sick, and possibly die. 

In spite of this terrifying situation 
for our country, there still is a noisy 
group of people who choose to be in 
denial about the virus and its devas-
tating effects. Over 90,000 citizens 
of our country have died already, yet 
those in denial defiantly act like it’s 
no big deal. Well, it is a big deal and 
those who are in denial are a big part 
of the problem. If you are a denier, 
please wake up to our current reality. 
We need your help.  

In addition, history has been so ap-
preciative of the brilliant scientists 
who have spent their lives in search 
of cures that could help our civiliza-
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tion live more safely. Many of those 
discovered vaccines and medicines 
have made a huge difference in the 
lives of literally millions. We can feel 
deep gratitude for those heroes and 
heroines. But in spite of the clear 
information of their contribution to 
society, there is a blind resistance to 
trusting intelligent scientists. Anti-
intellectualism appears to be just a 
distorted knee-jerk reaction and can 
only damage us as a thriving and di-
verse community of good people do-
ing their best to live in harmony.    

My wish is that we all work toward 
embracing the qualities of compas-
sion, humility and gratitude, toward 
all our brothers and sisters — no mat-
ter how different — and we move 
away from any behavior that tends 
to divide us. Each one of us must do 
some soul-searching to reach past 
any old habit of prejudice toward any 
group. We are too precious as a soci-
ety and we are also too vulnerable.   

Marty Klein
Woodstock

For the record
The May 14 article in Hudson Val-

ley One, “Local school districts face 
big budgetary headaches this year” 
misreports that the Kingston Board 
of Education adopted a budget with 
a tax-levy increase of 3.66%.   Our 
tax-levy increase limit is 1.73%.   The 
board held a special meeting on Fri-
day, May 15 and adopted a budget 
with an increase in appropriations 
of 3.65% and a tax-levy increase of 
1.73%. 

James F. Shaughnessy Jr.
President

Kingston City Schools  
Board of Education

Mother Gaia is ill 
The first true astronauts were the 

ancient Greeks who imagined the 
earth as Mother Gaia. The world is 
one living organism. That historical 
moment of insight passed into oblivi-
on when wealth was made by mining 
holes in the earth, clearcutting trees 
and selling animals.

After that, the idea that we are all 
connected became merely rhetoric. 
By the 1960s, when our astronauts 
actually saw the world from space 
and named it Gaia, the concept we 
are all connected was fading as fast as 
the animals on the extinction list. 

Looking through today’s political 
window, I see a parasitic insurance-
driven healthcare system self-se-
lecting only the wealthiest. So when 
I hear the word “pandemic,” I am 
reminded of the Black Death in the 
1400s, the Spanish Flu in the 1900s, 
HIV Aids in 1959, Ebola in 1976, 
SARS in 2002 and Covid 19 in 2020, 
all challenging our medical science 
and leaving a trail of dead in its wake.

There is one constant theme seen 
in all these pandemics — no mat-
ter how much money folks piled up 
around themselves they are still vul-
nerable. This is never more apparent 
than today — the baker where you 
buy your rolls, the street cleaner who 
rings your door bell, your mailmen 
and mailwomen, your banker whose 
opiate-addicted child brings it home 
— it will find a way into your biosys-
tem. 

Animals, plants, insects, people 
and viruses are interdependent. Some 
politicians appear to be culturing the 
virus in their pockets by not making 
healthcare treatment for all. I mean 
the entire world.

The most vulnerable in America 
are the uninsured and they are the 
ones where Covid 19 will not be test-
ed. Now, even those reaching for their 
thick wallets are finding no amount 
of cash can buy a ventilator or find 

healthcare workers that are not sick 
or spent.

Human beings have a moral obliga-
tion to feed, house and provide health 
to all who live on our mother Gaia. 
Payback for shirking that obligation 
is death, as has never been more ap-
parent. The true vaccine has “take 
responsibility” written on the pre-
scription pad. The pain of the needle 
in our arm will amplify a thousand 
times if we don’t awaken to how sick 
mother Gaia really is. 

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Woodstock efficiency
Not bad, Mr. McKenna, but how 

long did it take and at what cost to us 
taxpayers? In 2016, the town received 
a grant to buy and install two electric 
vehicles charging stations. And now, 
$4000 wasted taxpayer dollars lat-
er, from the 5/12/2020 town-board 
meeting agenda: “Be it resolved, to 
authorize the supervisor to take the 
necessary steps to initiate a $2 per 
hour fee at the car charging stations.” 

Additionally, in 2015, the late Jay 
Wenk proposed charging for park-
ing at the Mountain View parking lot. 
McKenna was quoted back then as 
saying, “We do have until next May to 
come up with and implement a plan 
to make .… [Mountain View] a paid 
lot.” How many Mays have passed 
since then? Why continue to wait to 
do this, especially since, as I pointed 
out earlier, way before the tourist sea-
son ended last year, the parking spots 
were painted, the handicap parking 
spots were marked and blacktopped, 
the fences were installed, and the 
shrubbery was planted in the parking 
lot?

And do not even think about how 
long it has taken to develop a reed bed 
at the water-reatment plant, which is 
going to save those in the water/sewer 
district thousands of dollars.

Howard Harris
Woodstock

This isn’t business as normal
Like many Kingston commercial 

propertyowners I have just had a large 
increase in my property tax assess-
ment. In my case, my assessment in-
creased by 45%. Banks have deferred 
mortgages, rents have been cancelled 
or deferred in many cases , tenants 
and homeowners have lost their jobs 
and can’t pay rent, along with busi-
ness owners with no business. Even 
insurance companies, credit cards 
and auto lenders are working with 
borrowers to get through. 

Nearly everything has been de-
ferred or cancelled in response to 
Covid 19. We’re all in this together 
— now is not the time to be raising 
taxes. This is not business as normal. 

People should not be further bur-
dened with an increase in assess-
ments or fear of a raise in their prop-
erty taxes during a global pandemic. 
The compassionate thing for the City 
of Kingston to do is to suspend all 
increases in assessments until Covid 
19 is behind us and the economy is 
stable. 

Kerry Henderson
Kingston

Out-of-control military budget
In the midst of the Covid 19 pan-

demic and an unprecedented eco-
nomic collapse, we have lost sight of 
one of the biggest obstacles to our 
recovery as a nation — our out-of-
control military budget and interven-
tionist foreign policy. 

There is no such thing as a progres-
sive who does not oppose our govern-
ment’s commitment to endless war 
and to arming allies who violate the 
norms of human rights. So I am ask-

ing our 19th Congressional District 
representative, Anthony Delgado, to 
take a small step in the direction of 
a progressive foreign policy by be-
coming a co-sponsor of HR 2407 
— known as the No Way to Treat A 
Child Act. This bill, which has 24 co-
sponsors in the House of Represen-
tatives, would bar the use of Ameri-
can military aid to abuse the human 
rights of children. 

The U.S. has, in the past, withheld 
military aid for human-rights abuses, 
but it has never challenged Israel’s 
abuse of Palestinian children. Israel 
is by far the largest recipient of U.S. 
military aid, and has a consistent re-
cord of abusing Palestinian children. 
They are frequently arrested in the 
middle of the night, almost always 
interrogated without the presence of 
their parents, more than occasionally 
tortured, forced to sign confessions 
in Hebrew — a language which they 
do not understand — and imprisoned 
under terrible conditions.

Please, congressman Delgado, rep-
resent the progressives who worked 
so hard for your election. Co-sponsor 
HR 2407. 

Felice Gelman
Red Hook

Imagine if you reimagined
Governor [Andrew] Cuomo has 

asked us to “Reimagine New York” in 
the wake of Covid 19. Given the seri-
ous public-health flaws that the pan-
demic has unraveled, what specific 
horror story do we reimagine? That 
of the emergency room phlebotomist 
who doesn’t have enough PPE to pro-
tect herself from spreading the virus 
to family and friends? Or we reimag-
ine her patient being able have the 
insulin she didn’t take because she 
didn’t have enough money to buy the 
daily dosage required? 

Are we to reimagine our senior 
citizen who is choosing between pay-
ing for food or paying for his car-
diac medication or imagine a public 
healthcare system that provides pre-
scription drugs at no cost and is ac-
cessible? Do we reimagine a father 
who rushes his asthmatic daughter to 
an emergency room because the cost 
of the trip to the family practitioner 
pushes the family closer to bankrupt-
cy? Do we reimagine that the current 
$28,000 average annual medical cost 
of healthcare is not paid equally by 
the $40,000 earner as the $150,000 
incomer? 

We don’t reimagine. We don’t imag-

ine. We resolve; we commit and we 
demand that you and our state legis-
lative leaders use the solution that ev-
ery other country with better health 
outcomes than ours has done. They 
resolved to implement a government-
sanctioned, publicly coordinated and 
funded single payer healthcare pro-
gram.

In New York State, we have 
that in the New York Health Act 
(A.5248/S.357), a reimagined Medi-
care/Medicaid for All piece of state 
legislation currently sitting in the 
state legislature which would save 
2000 lives annually, deaths that re-
sult from lack of healthcare. 

Racial and income-based health 
disparities could be significantly re-
duced and more emulate the out-
comes of the eleven developed coun-
tries with better health outcomes than 
ours (i.e. Germany, Canada, England, 
Norway, Spain, etc,). It would end our 
for-profit system driven by insurance 
companies and for-profit, private 
health and hospital corporations. It 
would stop exorbitant amounts to 
CEO salaries, costly advertising and 
reduce the huge amount of paper-
work and administrative costs from 
20% of each dollar to 2%. 

We must resolve to push to become 
a fiscal conservative with health insur-
ers and for-profit health and hospital 
corporations instead of squeezing 
private health providers, Medicaid 
and every public hospital from Long 
Island to Buffalo and Plattsburg. If 
we are to reimagine, let us reimagine 
a change in the status quo that the 
New York Health Act is designed to 
do. Let us be resolute in the convic-
tion that New York State can lead the 
nation with health outcomes result-
ing from our own version of Medicare 
for All. Governor Cuomo, if we are to 
reimagine, we must also resolve the 
health issues addressed by the NY 
Health Act, issues that your leader-
ship can resolve as you “reimagine.” 

Maggie Veve
New Paltz

◆ Renovations
◆ New Construction
◆ General 

Contracting
◆	Custom Homes
◆	Additions/

Remodels

Dave Hahne
845.399.3143

Rob Foley
845.853.2265

SafeBetBuilderS.com

Fine Wines 
and Spirits

Rte. 212 (CVS Plaza) 
Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Mon - Sat  10am - 9pm
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Cournoyer runs for school board
My name is Brian Cournoyer, and 

I am running for a seat on the New 
Paltz school board. I live in Esopus 
with my wife, Karen, and our two 
children. My stepdaughter is a ju-
nior at New Paltz High School, and 
my son is a senior at Arlington High 
School. I’ve lived in the Hudson Val-
ley most of my life. My family moved 
to Newburgh when I was seven. For 
the past 17 years, I’ve been employed 
at Dutchess Beer Distributors, a local 
family-owned business. 

I have previously served two con-
secutive terms on the board (2012-
2018), including two years as presi-
dent. I also chaired the district’s 
policy committee for five years, and 
was a member of the audit and legis-
lative action committees. During that 
time, I had the privilege of serving 
with more than a dozen diverse and 
hardworking board members. To-
gether, we conceived, passed and im-
plemented a $52-million capital im-
provement project. We stood up for 
our students and teachers with our 
2013 high-stakes testing resolution 
— renewed in 2018 — and the 2014 
Resolution to Support Public Educa-
tion. We stood up for our community 
by helping defeat a plan to site a sew-
age-treatment plant next to our high 
school and helped protect taxpayers 
with our position statement on hous-
ing PILOTs and supporting local re-
view of IDA Programs in 2015. 

In my second term, we reaffirmed 
our commitment to all students, re-
gardless of immigration status, op-
posed the construction of the Pilgrim 
Pipeline near school land and estab-
lished Indigenous Peoples Day. We 
also created the Racial Equity Initia-
tive Advisory Committee (REIAC) to 
uncover and combat systemic racism 
and policies that negatively impact 
minorities and marginalized students 
and faculty in our schools. 

Recent events have prompted me 
to run again. I believe my ability to 
serve as a level-headed collaborator 
with administrators and board mem-
bers of all stripes, along with my stra-
tegic and reflective approach to solv-
ing problems, would be particularly 

helpful right now. And since I would 
be coming in with six years of expe-
rience, I would be able to jump right 
in and help immediately. I also think 
active listening will be incredibly im-
portant as we work together to over-
come challenges. When working with 
others, I always like to listen first and 
speak only when I feel I have some-
thing to add that would be of value. 

In the months ahead, the district 
will be facing many unprecedented 
challenges, most importantly, having 
a cohesive, solutions-oriented plan 
for students and teachers to return to 
the classroom when that can be done 
safely. With looming cuts to state aid, 
we face a balancing act. We must be 
mindful of the financial impact of the 
crisis on our friends and neighbors in 
the community, while still delivering 
the best possible school experience to 
students. 

Clearly, safety will have to be the 
top board priority in the near term. 
Determining how we keep everyone 
safe will require input from many 
stakeholders, creativity and patience. 
I’d like to be a key part of develop-
ing the process to navigate the path 
forward. Ultimately, remote learning 
is no substitute for what happens be-
tween teachers and students, in real 
life, in our four buildings. 

I also want to ensure we don’t lose 
sight of the other important work the 
board has begun. The racial equity 
Initiative, in particular, must not be 
allowed to founder. I played a sig-
nificant role in the REIAC’s creation 
and it is one of the accomplishments 
of which I am most proud. I remain 
fully committed to bringing racial eq-
uity to our district, and I believe the 
committee should play a critical role 
in moving forward toward that goal.

It is also important to support this 
year’s budget. I believe the budget the 
BOE presented is the best possible 
outcome that preserves our programs 
while being sensitive to what the 
community is facing right now. Please 
vote Yes on the budget. Voting will be 
entirely by mail-in ballots this year. 
Your ballot must be received by 5 p.m. 
on June 9, so mail it in as quickly as 
possible.

I hope you’ll allow me the opportu-
nity to serve you again. 

Brian Cournoyer
Esopus

Missing the Woodstock Times 
One of my pleasures used to be 

heading out Thursday afternoons to 
see if the Woodstock Times was on 
the shelves yet. I thoroughly enjoyed 
reading the town news and especially 
the letters to the editor. 

We now have an online amalgam 
covering towns in the area. I’m glad 
to have it, but it’s no longer our town 
newspaper. 

The COVID shutdown has given us 
time to reflect, to enjoy quieter times 
and to let the earth breath better. I 
hope we can make some changes to 
protect our world.

I do worry that local stores, restau-
rants and venues may not rebound. 
These are the places that make Wood-
stock unique. I worry that we may 
lose our Woodstock Times. I hope not, 
it is too good to lose. 

Carol Anderson 
Woodstock

Rambling on
Sixty-six million years ago, a me-

teor struck the earth and killed all 
the dinosaurs. As they say, “stuff hap-
pens.” All the preventative measures 
will not provide that we will be safe. 
There are no guarantees in life. There 
are no real experts in dealing with 
this pandemic. The U.S. Constitution 
provides for basic rights that cannot 
be abrogated. Despite that, there are 
politicians with a “Savior” complex 
who believe they can use their police 
power to bully us at whim. This non-

sense must stop, and we need to be 
free to use our common sense to re-
turn to normal and save our economy, 
our communities and our families be-
fore it’s too late

And, Right Reverend Governor An-
drew Cuomo quoted the bible during 
one of his press conferences last week. 
He offered, “And if a house be divid-
ed against itself, that house cannot 
stand.” What a hypocrite! This CO-
VID-19 virus has shown that there is 
nothing new in politics and that both 
parties are just as divided on this is-
sue, and our governor is one of the di-
viders. He’s setting the rules on when 
we can regain our freedom. In Ulster 
County, half of the deaths attributed 
to the COVID-19 virus have been in 
nursing homes and it was his directive 
to have COVID-19 infected patients 
placed in the nursing homes and 
causing these unnecessary deaths.

Another thing, the Kingston Free-
man reported on May 16 in their head-
line that “WAMC radio raises $1 mil-
lion for Capital Region community.” In 
the article, they offer, “The donations 
will benefit homeless families and 
those who lack consistent access to 
food…” What the article doesn’t report 
is that Charity Navigator advises that 
for every dollar WAMC raises, 30% 
goes to fund-raising expenses, 13% for 
administrative expenses with only 57% 
going to the actual charity. The top 
three executives for WAMC are paid 
$425,000 with a salary of $191,000 
going to their president Alan Chartock. 
Why donate one dollar to WAMC with 
only 57 cents going to the charity. Why 
not donate to the charities directly?

Jim Dougherty
Shady

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 

BUDGET, ANNUAL MEETING, SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELECTION AND VOTE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Board of 
Education of the New Paltz Central School District, 
Ulster County, New York will hold a Public Hearing 
on the Budget remotely on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
at 6:30 P.M. for the purpose of presenting the bud-
get document for the 2020-2021 School Year. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, for health and 
safety reasons as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, a copy of the statement of the amount of 
money which will be required for School District 
purposes during the 2020-2021 school year (the 
Budget), exclusive of public monies, will be avail-
able to any resident of the District only on the 
District’s website. A Real Property Tax Exemption 
Report prepared in accordance with Section 495 
of the Real Property Tax Law will be annexed to 
any tentative/preliminary budget as well as the 
final adopted budget of which it will form a part; 
and shall be posted on the District’s website. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that pursuant to 
the Governor’s Executive Order 202.26, the An-
nual Meeting, Election of Members of the Board 
of Education and Vote on the Budget, will be held 
on Tuesday, June 9, 2020, exclusively by an ab-
sentee ballot process, for six hours ending 5:00 
P.M., prevailing time, when the voters will vote: 

A. To elect two (2) members to the Board of 
Education for three-year terms, commencing July 
1, 2020 and expiring June 30, 2023. 

B. To vote upon the appropriation of the neces-
sary funds to meet the estimated expenditures 
for School District purposes for the 2020-2021 
School Year (the Budget). 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that candidates 
for the office of member of the Board of Edu-
cation may be nominated or self-nominated by 
petition directed to the District Clerk stating the 
name and residence address of the candidate 
and that he or she is qualified to be a member 
of the Board of Education. No signatures are re-
quired on the nominating petition. Each petition 
shall be filed with the District Clerk not later than 
Monday, May 11, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. at sermo@
newpaltz.k12.ny.us. Petitions are available on the 
District website at www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that absentee bal-
lots will be sent to qualified voters of the District. 
In order to be counted absentee ballots must be 

received at the office of the District Clerk by no 
later than 5:00 P.M. prevailing time, on the day of 
the Election and Vote, June 9, 2020. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that Military Vot-
ers may request a military ballot from the District 
Clerk by email at sermo@newpaltz.k12.ny.us by 
no later than 5:00 P.M. on May 14, 2020. The 
Military Voter may indicate their preference for 
receiving the application by mail, by facsimile 
or email. Military ballot applications received in 
accordance with the foregoing will be processed 
in the same manner as a non-military absentee 
ballot application under §2018-b of the Educa-
tion Law. Military ballots will be mailed or other-
wise distributed no later than 25 days before the 
election. Military ballots must be received by the 
District Clerk by 5:00 P.M. on election day and 
showing a cancellation mark of the U.S postal 
service or a foreign country’s postal service, or 
showing a dated endorsement of receipt by an-
other agency of the U.S. government or signed 
and dated by the military voter and one witness 
thereof, with a date which is ascertained to be not 
later than the day before the election. A list of all 
persons to whom military ballots shall have been 
issued will be available for inspection by qualified 
voters of the District, upon request, until the day 
of the Annual School District Election and Vote. 

SANDRA ERMO 
District Clerk 
DATED: May 7, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD ZONING BOARD OF AP-

PEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The ZBA will be holding online or tele-

presence meetings due to the CoVid-19 
pandemic.  To learn how to participate, 
please go to the Town of Lloyd Website, ZBA 
page for directions.

 Notice is hereby given that a public hearing 
will be held by the Town of Lloyd ZBA Board, 
Ulster County, State of New York, on the appli-
cation of Isaac Zal, Austin Drive, Highland NY 
(#95.2-7-7.600) is seeking a residential area 
variance for existing home 400 sq ft to become 
a accessory apartment to be used as a guest 
house. Accessory structure is in the front yard 
and requires relief.

The public hearing will take place using We-
bex, a video and tele-presence program on 
Tuesday May 26th, 2020 at 7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be heard.

Date: May 15, 2020

Any questions, call (845) 691-2144 Ext. 117, 
Monday through Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm, or 
email us at dbarton@townoflloyd.com

LEGAL NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAUGERTIES TAX COLLECTION 

NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that I will receive taxes 

at the Village Office in the Municipal Building, 43 
Partition Street, Saugerties from June 1, 2020 
to and including July 1, 2020 from 8:00am to 
4:00pm excepting Saturdays and Sundays, dur-
ing which period taxes may be paid without pen-
alty, or a check or money order mailed to me 
at the address below. TAKE FURTHER NOTICE 
that on all such taxes remaining unpaid after July 
1, 2020 five percentum (5%) will be added for 
the first month and an additional one percentum 
(1%) each month or part thereof until paid. All 
property upon which tax remains unpaid on April 
1, 2021 will be advertised for sale in conformity 
with the provisions of the General Village Laws 
of the State of New York. A $35.00 service 
charge will be imposed for all returned checks. 
INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS: The first and second 
installments (1/2 of tax) can be paid without in-
terest up to and including July 01, 2020. After 
that date, including installment payments (1/2 of 
tax) must include interest at the rate of one per-
centum (1%) for each month or part thereof until 
paid. You may be eligible for Senior Citizens Tax 
Exemption. For information contact the Village 
Treasurer at 845-246-2321 ext 2.

Paula Kerbert
Village Treasurer
43 Partition Street
Saugerties, NY 12477

LEGAL NOTICE
ROAD CLOSING
ULSTER COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
County Road #95, Mohonk Road in the Town of 

Marbletown, immediately at the intersection with 
Mossy Brook Road, will be closed to all thru traf-
fic effective Monday, May 27th, 2020 to facilitate 
a culvert replacement. The closure is anticipated 
to be May 27 and 28, 2020 but may be extended 
due to inclement weather. Traffic may use Clove 
Rd west for 0.9 miles to Cedar Hill Road north for 
1.9 miles to Mohonk Road.

By Order of Thomas Jackson, Commissioner 
of Public Works

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed propos-

als for 
RFP-UC20-029 EXTERNAL ANALYSIS OF 

THE  2021 COUNTY EXECUTIVE RECOM-
MENDED BUDGET will be received on or before 
Friday, June 12th, 2020 at 4:00 PM at the 
Ulster County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair 
Street, 3rd Floor, Kingston, NY. Specifications 
and conditions may be obtained at the above ad-
dress or on our website at www.co.ulster.ny.us/
purchasing

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD ZONING BOARD OF AP-

PEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The ZBA will be holding online or tele-

presence meetings due to the CoVid-19 
pandemic.  To learn how to participate, 
please go to the Town of Lloyd Website, ZBA 
page for directions.

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing 
will be held by the Town of Lloyd ZBA Board, 
Ulster County, State of New York, on the appli-
cation of John Fanellil, 26 Gabriety Road, High-
land NY (#95.4-2-26.210)  is seeking residential 
area variances for: (1) an accessory building in 
the front yard; (2) a substandard-sized lot for an 
accessory apartment; (3) an accessory building 
within the side-yard setback; (4) a principal build-
ing within the side-yard setback; and (5) a cov-
ered porch in the side-yard setback.  

The public hearing will take place using We-
bex, a video and tele-presence program on 
Tuesday May 26th, 2020 at 7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be heard.

Date: May 15th, 2020
Any questions, call (845) 691-2144 Ext. 117, 

Monday through Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm, or 
email us at dbarton@townoflloyd.com

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed propos-

als for RFP-UC20-018 VENDING MACHINE 
SERVICES FOR VARIOUS ULSTER COUNTY 
BUILDINGS will be received on or before Fri-
day, June 19, 2020 at 4:00 PM at the Ulster 
County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair Street, 
3rd Floor, Kingston, NY. Specifications and condi-
tions may be obtained at the above address or 
on our website at www.co.ulster.ny.us/purchas-
ing

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing

legal notices

Jessica Rice
Beautiful Images Hair Salon

123 Boices Lane, Kingston, NY 12401

Makeup: 845-309-6860
www.jessicamitzi.com

Hair: 845-383-1852
www.beautifulimageshairsalon.com
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Kingston story about Leslie Woodward (with pic 21les-
liewoodward) and Kingston notes with two pics (king-
stonbarbershop2, 21kingstonbarbershop3)

Kingston/Saugerties story by Geddy (with three pics 
21kingstonbarbershop2, 21kingstonbarbershop3, 21viola-
tions)

Saugerties story about Opus 40 reopening with 
pic (21opus40), Saugerties couple in Pakistan story 
(with one pic (21pakistan) and Saugerties notes (with 
three pics 21mattpalladino, 21saugertiesdonation, 
21farmers’market)

Woodstock story about Maverick by Robert (with 1 pic 
21maverick) and Woodstock notes (with two pics 21onteo-
rasalutatorian, 21onteoravaledictorian)

New Paltz Bicycle Rack story by Erin (with two pics 
21bicyclerack1, 21bicyclerack2) and New Paltz notes (with 
three pics 21mohonk, 21wallkillriver and 21sunycom-
mencement)

Letter’s pages

Almanac film review by Fran (with pic 21filmreview)

Almanac story by John of roundup of new releases from 
Hudson Valley artists (with two pics 21LSDaniel “Million 
Strings” and 21PigIron’s”SeethingBlue”)

Almanac check it out notes with (two pics 21WSA, 
21wiredgallery)

Almanac Weekly | film

Star quality
Mark Ruffalo shines 
in dual role in locally 
filmed I Know This 
Much Is True

by Frances Marion Platt

I
t is actor Mark Ruffalo’s 
misfortune, in a way, to have at-
tained his broadest fame by por-
traying a superhero in the world’s 
most financially successful mov-
ie franchise to date, the Avengers 

series. Like any self-respecting Mar-
vel Universe good guy, Bruce Banner/
the Hulk suffers from inner torment, 
torn between the dark and light sides 
of his nature. 

But in his case, what we see on-
screen of the Mr. Hyde side of that 
equation is primarily a product of 
CGI. Ruffalo himself really only gets 
to play the Doctor Jekyll half, who – 
while quite capable of trading verbal 
barbs with Tony Stark when neces-
sary – is about as ethically pure as 
they come. Dr. Banner spends most of 
his time atoning for the Hulk’s raging 
excesses by curing destitute people in 
the Third World, like Mother Teresa 
with a lower public profile.

Consequently, if Marvel movies 
are the only ones in which you’ve 
watched Ruffalo at work, you might 
be forgiven for not having developed 
a full appreciation of his thespian tal-
ents. Even in lesser-seen vehicles, he 
tends to get typecast as characters so 
raffishly charming you want to put 
them in your pocket and take them 
home (case in point: 2014’s delight-
ful Begin Again). The guy must be 
aching by now, if not for villain roles, 
then ones that force him to stretch – 
to show what he really can do besides 
be adorably noble.

We saw a little bit of that urge man-
ifested in last year’s environmental 
procedural Dark Waters, in which 
Ruffalo convincingly channeled the 
dull, charisma-free personality of a 
small-town lawyer who doggedly pur-
sues greedy corporate polluters. Per-
haps one of the perks of becoming an 
acknowledged Hollywood star, and 
occupying that bankable status long 
enough, is the freedom to shed that 
star-quality image onscreen when 
you find a project that calls to you. 

The challenge that Ruffalo has 
most recently taken up, as executive 
producer as well as double star, is 
currently being unveiled on HBO: I 
Know This Much Is True, a miniseries 
adapted from the 1998 novel of the 
same name by Wally Lamb and di-
rected by Derek Cianfrance (Blue Val-
entine, The Place Beyond the Pines).

It has been speculated that part of 
the attraction of this story for Ruffalo 
may be grounded in personal history: 
The actor’s younger brother Scott 
died of a gunshot wound in 2008, 
under circumstances never fully ex-
plained. In I Know This Much Is True 
he plays twin brothers, one of whom, 
Thomas Birdsey, suffers from para-
noid schizophrenia. The other twin, 
Dominick, is the protagonist, the or-
dinary complications of his life mul-

tiplied exponentially by his brother’s 
delusions and self-destructive behav-
ior.

In the first episode, Thomas is in-
carcerated in a facility for the crimi-
nally insane after maiming himself in 
a public library, proclaiming that he 
has been ordained by God to sacrifice 
his own hand. It falls to Dominick to 
try to extricate Thomas and return 
him to the more benign mental insti-
tution where he has been committed 
following earlier, less spectacular epi-
sodes of disconnect from reality.

As previously reported by Hudson 
Valley 1, I Know This Much Is True 
was filmed primarily in the mid-Hud-
son. Poughkeepsie’s “Little Italy,” the 
Mount Carmel neighborhood. Most 
of the settings for the Birdseys’ fam-
ily history, which involves flashbacks 
to their Italian immigrant forebears 
as well as to the twins’ troubled child-
hood, take place there. A stretch of 
Route 209 was shut down to film 
highway scenes. Kingston, Wapping-
ers Falls, Ellenville and Newburgh all 
played host to film crews in 2019 as 
well.

If you’re a local, the series is worth 
checking out simply to enjoy the 
panoramic shots of the Mid-Hudson 
Bridge, to spot friends who got hired 
as extras or to experience the rush of 
recognition of a hometown shooting 
location. But it’s Mark Ruffalo’s act-
ing chops that prove the big payoff 
here. His commitment to the dual 
role is extraordinary. 

Some scenes in which the twins 
are in the same space had to be shot 
twice, months apart, allowing time 
for him to pack on 30 pounds to play 
Thomas. That weight gain, along 
with Dominick’s goatee versus Thom-
as’ clean-shaven chin, are mere icing 
on the cake, though. You know in an 
instant by the way he holds himself 

or the timbre of his voice which twin 
the actor is playing in any shot. Both 
brothers pierce the viewer’s heart, 
each in a profoundly different way.

Two episodes in (the series pre-
miered on May 10), Cianfrance’s 
writing has settled a bit from a rocky 
start, and this reviewer’s initial fears 
that the show might wallow too 
deeply in melodrama are ebbing. 
There’s a sequence in Episode 1 in 
which a graduate student (Juliette 
Lewis) whom Dominick has hired 
to translate his grandfather’s mem-
oir gets drunk, makes a pass at him, 
and then becomes abusive when he 
fails to respond. Lewis’ performance 
is way over-the-top as she wrestles 
with cringeworthy dialogue, and I 
was on the verge of walking away at 
that point. The rest of the cast, fortu-
nately, grabs the ball and runs with it 
to more convincing effect.

That Hudson Valley treasure Melis-
sa Leo is impressive as always in her 
too-brief scenes as the twins’ mother, 
who’s dying of cancer but still won’t 
tell them who their real father is. Two 
other crucial women in Dominick’s 
life are his ex-wife Dessa (Kathryn 
Hahn), with whom he has consid-
erable unfinished business, and his 
much-younger current girlfriend Joy 
(Imogen Poots), who insists on a life 
that doesn’t revolve around Thomas 
at all times. Dominick’s own need for 
such a life emerges in testy interac-
tions in Episode 2 with his twin’s psy-
chiatrist Dr. Patel (Archie Panjabi) 
and social worker Lisa Sheffer (Rosie 
O’Donnell), both excellent. John 
Procaccino is chilling as the twins’ 
abusive stepfather, Ray Birdsey, and 
Rob Huebel lightens the story’s grim 
tone in the role of Leo, Dominick’s 
feckless best friend and ex-brother-
in-law.

Aside from the location-spotting 

aspect, I Know This Much Is True isn’t 
what most TV viewers would consid-
er a fun or easy watch. The subject 
matter is already dark and troubling, 
and reportedly headed for yet-darker 
revelations, both in the mental hos-
pital/prison and in the family tree. 
Even the light side of Mark Ruffalo’s 
character here carries enough (well-
earned) anger around with him to 
fuel a Hulk and a half. 

If you enjoy challenging narrative 
and grey characters who are often dif-
ficult to like, this series will give you 
plenty to chew on.

G A G E  S K I D M O R E

Mark Ruffalo.

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave.
Saugerties, NY  12477

HLSnyder.com
(845) 246-2431

hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday

9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday
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Almanac Weekly | music

Under review
John Burdick’s 
roundup of new 
releases from Hudson 
Valley artists

I
t was about as hard to predict 
as the baby boom after the war 
was: the song boom, the fruits of 
studios blooming madly in the 
spring of quarantine. Practically 
every musician these days has a 

home studio, and many considerably 
more than that. Distance collabora-
tion has been a part of the recording 
process for decades, so there were no 
new ropes to learn there. As for dis-
tribution, wait, what does that word 
mean again? The magic dust to make 
it all really spring to life was — of 
course and as ever — time. Free time. 
We have it.

And here it is, a roundup of new 
singles by Hudson Valley artists. It 
took me 1500 words to barely scratch 
the surface, so keep an eye out for fu-
ture installments. 

Grounds for inclusion in this round 
were, quite honestly, arbitrary. It is 
literally all good, and there is plenty 
more where this came from. Many of 
these songs can be found on all the 
streaming platforms and Bandcamp 
as well. 

And as always, if you dig it, please 
support it. The economy of record-
ed music was already a disaster. 
Wouldn’t it be a delicious silver lin-
ing if quarantine restored some sense 
of sanity and fairness to the way we 
consume recorded music and the re-
muneration of the makers? One can 
dream.

“If You Could Hear Me 
Now,” The Mammals

The luminous, elegiac “If You Could 
Hear Me Now” is one of three singles 
released in advance of the Mammals 
upcoming full-length Nonet, which 
will be out by the time you are reading 
this. This five-minute modern-tradi-
tional lament finds Ruth Ungar up-
dating someone in the beyond about 
all the tragic things that have gone 
down in a world despoiled by greed. 
Understated and rich, she builds the 
story over a dry snare brush groove 
and a gradually filling roots ambi-
ance. The Mammals show once again 
why they are such masters and inno-
vators in the Americana idiom. From 
the biblical parallelism of its lyrics 
(all verses, no choruses, and all in one 
repeated grammatical structure) to 
its strictly disciplined, accretive ap-
proach to musical development (hell, 
you don’t even hear Mike’s trademark 
low harmonies until about 3:25), this 
song is audaciously patient in its blos-
soming. But it is immersive and sim-
ply gorgeous from go.  Besides, you 
have the time for this kind of thing 
right now.

https://open.spotify.com/album/
2CwkRqdq5X1R26pU3kWyGW?hig
hlight=spotify:track:5gWvefGivTMfc
1gzDjLBoe

“Million Strings,” LSDaniel
As “Million String” fades into being 

on clouds of swelling ambiance and 

electric jangle, you look at the artist’s 
handle, and you think you are in for 
one kind of thing — a serene, sound-
as-substance psychedelic ride explor-
ing the periodic waves of colors and 
frequencies. Not so much. As soon 
as the vocals enter, what you get is a 
genuinely pretty, soft rock tune about 

lovers’ spats and their confounding 
aftermaths. It’s a minimalist, moody, 
emotionally coherent take on Sev-
enties singer-songwriter pop rock, 
with a 21st-century indie approach to 
sound painting. Lovely DIY work by 
Dan Shapiro, curator of the Kingston 
Castle series of rustic shed concerts.

https://open.spotify.com/album-
/3kkUXfElouqe0LgTSF3eeC?highli
ght=spotify:track:1xxmaeHL6ZJBV
QbcdtHv21

“Quarantined,” June Cleaver 
and the Steak Knives

The studio project of the busy Hud-
son valley drummer and producer 
Christopher Bradley, June Cleaver 
and the Steak Knives’ typical product 
is dense with production action and 
imagination — real studio pieces that 
would challenge the resources of even 
a big budget live show. “Quarantined” 
finds Bradley keeping it (relatively) 
simple and off the cuff. It’s a well-
produced, smart and edgy reggae-
inflected jam about the paradoxes of 
Covid quarantine, how it just cements 
an intimate dependency on technol-
ogy that was already all but complete, 
and other deep things to think about 
at home. Bradley delivers his koans 
in a likable New Romantic baritone, 
and of course the drumming is sim-
ply badass. Impressive work on every 
level.

https://www.cleavermusic.com/
new-singles

“Brash Bandages,” 
Walking Bombs

2:44 of pure runaway dystopian 
joyride from Hudson Valley music 
scene stalwart and critic Morgan Y. 
Evans, this time working with Sean 
Paul Pillsworth, the excellent bassist 
and  second vocalist from Nightmares 
for a Week, and Taraka Larson from 
Prince Rama. Evans’ lyrical concerns 
are consistent with the title of his 
project, and those across his career  
— troubled self and troubled world, 
inner and external, everyone on the 
verge of collapse or combustion, but 
there is always hope and always work 
to be done. The trip, of course, is what 
a downright virtuosic hard rock sing-
er Morgan is.

https://walkingbombs.bandcamp.
com/album/brash-bandages
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Call to Order 845-679-7969 
Catskillmountainpizza.com
51 Mill Hill Rd • Woodstock
Love Pizza? Like us

All-Day Pickup 
and Delivery

F U L L  M E N U  AVA I L A B L E  I N C L U D I N G :

Gourmet Pizza  •  Appetizers  •  Italian Entrees  •  Burgers

Subs  •  Soups & Salads  •   Gluten Free & Vegan Options

Hot Fresh Slices  •   Wine & Craft Beer–To–Go  •  & More

O P E N  T U E S D AY  T O  S AT U R D AY 

F R O M  1 1  A M  T O  1 0  P M

Cover art for LSDaniel "Million Strings."

Cover art for Pig Iron's "Seething Blue."
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Festival of Voice archives
For the next several weeks, the 

Phoenicia Festival of the Voice will be 
streaming its performances from pre-
vious seasons. Stream it all from your 
living room at https://www.phoeni-
ciavoicefest.org/. The performances 
will stream on Saturdays at 8 p.m., 
and will be left on the website for the 
next few days.

The mini-season includes: La Bo-
heme (2017), Carmen (2018), Elixir 
of Love (2019), Of Mice and Men 
(2015), The Medium (2016), Otello 
(2016) and Tenth Year Anniversary 
Gala (2019)

Rhinebeck Crafts 
2020 cancelled

The Rhinebeck Crafts Festival on 
June 27-28 has been cancelled. Mark 
your calendars for June 26-27, 2021.

Woodstock Artist Association 
names new board chair and 
brings back its executive 
director through PPP funding

The Woodstock Artists Association 
& Museum (WAAM), which celebrat-
ed its centennial in 2019, recently 
came out of its pause… or at least a 
portion of it.

In early April, the organization’s 
board of directors announced that it 
had decided to furlough half its staff, 
including executive director Janice 
La Motta, as a means of “keeping our 
virtual lights on” during the current 

pandemic and economic downturn.
Press releases and announcements 

that went out last week to announce 
an upcoming membership meet-
ing on Thursday, May 28, as well as 
changes on the WAAM board of di-
rectors, were sent by La Motta, the 
first sign of any communication from 
the organization or its director in 
over a month.

Checking in with La Motta this 
week, we learned that she’d been no-
tified that a grant from the federal 
Paycheck Protection Program had 
come in the previous week, allowing 
her to go off unemployment and re-
sume her previous work, and salary, 
along with the other two WAAM em-
ployees placed on furlough.

“There’s a lot of catching up to do, 
having been furloughed these past 
five weeks,” the executive director 
said.

“Normally, we’d be having our big-
gest fundraiser at the end of this 
month. Most of our other funding 
has declined or become nonexistent 
while our costs are fixed… We de-
bated options and decided it would 
not be smart to shut down the en-
tire organization since it wouldn’t be 
good for our artists. The only way to 
significantly reduce costs would be to 
furlough some of our staff,” said the 
WAAM board’s president at the time, 
Danny Rubenstein, when asked about 
the decision to furlough the organi-
zation’s executive director in April. 

“Two of our board members will be 
interfacing with the staff, one deal-
ing with facilities and other physical 
plant matters and the other focusing 
on Internet and social media activi-
ties. We’re keeping the virtual lights 
on, limping along, trying to do the 
best we can.” 

Rubenstein, who had headed the 
WAAM board for six years, added in 
his early April interview that he’d be 
overseeing the business side of the or-
ganization, a role he filled during an 
interim period between directors that 
ended with the hiring of La Motta in 
the autumn of 2015. 

One of the announcements sent out 
by La Motta last week noted that the 

Woodstock Artist Association & Mu-
seum Board of Directors “is pleased 
to announce the appointment of Lau-
rie Marshall as our new chair, effec-
tive May 11, 2020.”

Marshall, an artist and filmmaker, 
has been a member of WAAM since 
the early 1990s and comes to the or-
ganization with extensive experience 
managing corporate departments 
that produced content about art, gar-
dening and education. She was a vice 
president at Christie’s for 17 years and 
previously developed and supervised 
projects at Scholastic, Hearst, IBM/
Workman Publishing and WNET/
Thirteen. 

There was no word about the pro-
cess by which Rubenstein left the 
board, or how Marshall was elected, 
other than a note that the former 
president would continue to consult 
with WAAM. La Motta also pointed 
out that noted art historian and cura-
tor/author Tom Wolf has come onto 
the board to fill Rubenstein’s spot.

The General membership meeting 
will take place on Zoom on Thursday, 
May 28 at 7 p.m., with pre-registra-
tion necessary for all WAAM mem-
bers in good standing. Reports on 
the organization’s various aspects, 
including programming, will be sent 
out before the meeting. Marshall and 
La Motta will preside.

La Motta asked that participating 
members send in questions before 
the meeting, or submit them during 
it via the Zoom chat line. She added 
that the agenda will focus on plans 
regarding virtual programming, in-
creasing communications and fund-
raising for the foreseeable future.

“At the end of the day, we’re all 
working with assumptions,” she said 
about the number of “unknowables” 
regarding reopening of arts and edu-
cational facilities moving forward. 
“We have to remain nimble… it’s go-
ing to be a new environment.”

— Paul Smart

C H E C K  I T  O U TC H E C K  I T  O U TC H E C K  I T  O U T
Almanac Weekly | art

Teen show at Wired
The works by 28 Ulster 
County teenage artists is 
currently on display at the 
Wired Gallery in High Falls. 
The show is available for 
viewing through Zoom. To 
make an appointment, email 
thewiredgallery@gmail.com 
or call 682-564-5613.

On Sunday, May 31, from 5 
to 7 p.m., a virtual reception 
on Zoom will provide the gen-
eral public an opportunity to 
meet and chat with the artists 
and have a live guided tour of 
the show as hung at the gal-
lery. To request a Zoom invi-
tation to the reception, email 
thewiredgallery@gmail.com.

Approximately 35 artists 
submitted over 100 works, in-
cluding drawings, paintings, 
ceramics, sculptures, pastels, 
digital images, photography 
and more. The selection was 
made by artist and art educator 
Melanie Delgado and Wired 
gallerist Sevan Melikyan.

The show will also feature 
several works by Delgado, the 
show’s main curator. 

The Wired Gallery is at 11 
Mohonk Road in High Falls. 
The gallery is open Saturday 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. For additional infor-
mation, visit TheWiredGal-
lery.com.

F I O N A  G R E E N

"Vaperwave Girl," 9x12 marker and pen

WE’RE OPEN!
Spring Is Here!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Bakery • Easter Flowers 

Easter Decorations & Gifts

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
Bakery: Cider Donuts  
made every morning! 

Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream

THE GARDENER’S 
PLACE TO BE!

• Flowering Annuals
• Huge Selection of Perennials
• Vegetable Plants and Herbs
• Trees, Shrubs & Rose Bushes
• Gifts and Supplies for Gardening
• Bulk Mulch, Compost  

& Top Soil
• We Now Have  

Homegrown Lettuce

We are grateful to be open during 
this unprecedented time and help 

provide groceries to our community. 
We thank our dedicated staff who 
help make this happen. We will get 
through this difficult time together.

The Ferrante Family

NEED GUTTERS?
GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST?

CALL 845-246-8720

INSTALLATIONS
.032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY • COPPER WORK

FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE
Fully Insured • Over 25 Years Experience

SERVING ULSTER &
ALL SURROUNDING

COUNTIES
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Portable 
Toilet 
Rentals

Pine-scented 
green • Rose-
scented pink 
Carmel • White 
Blue • Gray 
Red and blue 
Handicap 
accessible

845-658-8766 • 845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Having an event?
Sporting Events • Concerts • Street 

Festivals • Parks • Construction/
Building Sites • Public Areas

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

TLKLLC
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WSA 
goes 
online
Virtual classes draw 
interest from students

by Frances Marion Platt

T
he Woodstock School 
of Art (WSA) has been 
reinventing itself to ac-
commodate life in the 
time of Covid 19. The 
institution is currently 

serving more than 90 students per 
week in three virtual classes conduct-
ed by faculty and other professional 
teaching artists, with more offerings 
promised in the near future. 

“Covid 19 has forced the school to 
close its physical doors, but by popu-
lar demand several of our teachers 
are leading online classes, something 
we have never done before. These on-
line classes have proven to be a great 
way to stay connected with our cur-
rent students and an opportunity for 
us to meet many new artists from a 
wider geographic area,” says Nina 
Doyle, WSA executive director.

“By the second week of the quar-
antine, we knew we’d have to do 
something to stay in touch with our 
students,” explained instructor and 
board member Kate McGloughlin. 
“It would be a way to ‘be community,’ 
one of the most valuable tenets of our 
school. We had been using Zoom for 
board meetings, like everyone else, 
and we thought we’d give it a whirl to 
see if it might work.”

McGloughlin did a trial run using 
members of her printmaking classes. 
“At that point, I knew I’d have to do 
something completely different than 
usual, because most of them don’t 
have presses at home. I decided to use 
essays that I’d written over the years, 
based on my teaching notes from 
the field and shop -- I’ve been both 

teaching printmaking and landscape 
painting for years -- and see if hear-
ing the words, then seeing samples 
and watching a demonstration on 
how to employ the points made in the 
essay might reach them.” She said she 
didn’t know whether she’d be effec-
tive without the students in the stu-
dio – “they sort of spur me on” -- but 
it seemed to work.

Behind the camera, staff figured 
out how to manage registrations and 
payments, edit the videos, and use the 
Zoom platform more advantageously. 
Would other instructors be comfort-
able with the idea?

“Les Castellanos and Hongnian 
Zhang and Lois Woolley jumped 
on board immediately, and started 
with still-life painting demonstra-
tions, which were gorgeous to watch,” 
McGloughlin recalled. “I’m always 
teaching, and never had a chance to 
be in either of their classroom studios 
.... It was amazing to see what they 
could convey through this new teach-
ing platform.”

“For me, the bright side has been 
the ability to reach more students 
at one time,” said executive director 
Doyle. “My studio classes typically 
have waiting lists. This way, I can 
have up to 60 students during the 
session.”

“While artwork can be an isolated 
activity for some of us, at times we 
need to be balanced with some so-
cialization, so we remember how to 
have a chat, perhaps tell a joke and 
recall our humanity,” said WSA board 
member and photographer Dion 

Ogust, who has taken photographs of 
some of the sessions.  “To enter this 
moment of no more classrooms and 
very limited contact with the outside 
world, it has been especially impor-
tant for artists to be able to connect 
with teachers and feel a sense of be-
ing seen and expanding their skills -- 
and remember we are not alone.”

Advance registration is required to 
participate in WSA’s online classes. 
More information, including how to 
register, can be found at www.wood-
stockschoolofart.org.

D I O N  O G U S T

Kate McGloughlin, an artist, teacher and Woodstock School of Art board member.

Back to print
Heartened by the display of support from our audience, we are pleased to announce the next step in our 
recovery plan, a weekly print edition of Hudson Valley One. The first issue will appear on a limited number 
of local newsstands and will be sent to all mail subscribers on June 3.

During the suspension of print publication for the last two months, we have been putting all our edito-
rial energies into HV1, our digital product. Feedback has been very positive. Gratifyingly, our readership 
community has been willing to accept this medium of quality journalism at a time when that’s all that’s 
available. We want now to reward their tolerance by also making available what we do in newsprint form.

  — Geddy Sveikauskas

STAY INFORMED. SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM.
“Academic research has found that voter turnout and civic engagement tend to decline 
when newspapers shrink or close. Fewer people run for office. Political corruption and 
polarization rise.

Local newspapers are basically little machines that spit out healthier democracies,” 
Joshua Benton, director of the Nieman Journalism Lab, has written.”

— David Leonhardt, columnist at The New York Times

Support local journalism right here in the Hudson Valley!
https://hudsonvalleyone.com/support/

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
If you find what we’re doing valuable, 
consider making contribution. Your support 
ensures independent local journalism will 
thrive in the Hudson Valley for years to 
come. More: hudsonvalleyone.com/support.

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
If you find what we’re doing valuable, 
consider making contribution. Your support 
ensures independent local journalism will 
thrive in the Hudson Valley for years to 
come. More: hudsonvalleyone.com/support.
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225 Party Planning/

Catering

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A 
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET 
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly Rent-
als. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan, Green 
(pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented), Red & 
Blue Handicap Accessible. (We also have a 
few w/sinks). Great for Construction/Build-
ing Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street 
Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Camp-
sites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call 
845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-706-
7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

350 Commercial 
Listings for Sale

Great Real Estate Opportunity. Owner 
retired. 20 acres zoned industrial w/town 
sewer, water, 3-phase, cable, high-speed in-
ternet. Private w/mountain view, stream. 4 
miles from NYS 87, exit 20, 1 mile from 
HITS, Saugerties. 2100 sq.ft. warehouse 
w/office space, w/“executive” office space. 
2700 sq.ft. of outbuildings. $485K w/partial 
owner financing available. Contact Gregg 
845-399-6670.

360 Office Space/
Commercial 
Rentals

NEW PALTZ: OFFICE/PROFESSIONAL 
SPACE. Large, Beautiful Soho loft-like 
space w/brick walls, new floors & new large 
windows. 71 Main Street, best downtown 
location. Seasonal views of Mohonk. Great 
light. $675/month. Call Owner 917-838-
3124, e-mail: steven@epicsecurity.com

380 Garage/
Workspace/
StorageASHOKAN 

STORE-IT
Ask About Our 

Long Term Storage Discount
 5x10 $40 5x15 $50 10x10 $70
 10x15 $90 10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504

1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

603 Tree Services

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz 
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood for 
Sale. (845)255-7259. Residential, Munici-
palities.

LAWLESS 
FULLY INSURED         TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING 
ALLEN LAWLESS • 845-247-2838

                  SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK          CELL.: 845-399-9659

615 Hunting/Fishing 
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese 
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. Trans-
fers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal 
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90 

Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

695 Professional 
Services

*Jessica Rice*; Beautiful Images Hair Sa-
lon, 123 Boices Lane, Kingston. Hair- 845-
383-1852; www.beautifulimageshairsalon.
com Makeup- 845-309-6860; www.jessi-
camitzi.com

700 Personal & 
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of 
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH 
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength 
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, Strong-
man, Olympic Lifting Equipped* *9000 
sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of turf. 
Group Training Sessions - Registered Dieti-
cian - Youth Programs - Personal Training. 
120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call Today 
845-853-8189.

702 Art Services

710 Organizing/
Decorating/
Refinishing

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER/HOUSE-
KEEPER. Help w/everyday problems, spe-
cial projects; clutter, paperwork, moving, 
gardening & personal assistant. Affordable. 
Fully Insured, Confidentiality Assured. 
MargotMolnar.com; Masters Psychology, 
former CEO, Certified Hospice Volunteer. 
margotmolnar1@gmail.com (845)679-
6242.

715 Cleaning Services

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845-
658-2073.

to place an ad:

Call 334-8200. Hours: MWThF 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.

The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

$20 for 30 words; 20 cents for each additional word.

Proofread before submitting. No refunds will be given, but credit will 
be extended toward future ads if we are responsible for any error. 

Almanac’s classified ads are distributed throughout the region 
and are included in Woodstock Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties 
Times and Kingston Times. Over 15,000 copies printed.
Almanac’s classified ads also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com,  
part of our network of sites with more than 2.6 million unique  
visitors per year. 

Prepay with cash, check, Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

$72 for four weeks (30 words); $225 for 13 weeks; $425 for 26 
weeks; 800 for a year; each additional word after 30 is 20 cents per 
word per week. Future credit given for cancellations, no refunds.

classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com
classifieds.hudsonvalleyone.com/place-a-classified-ad
Our fax-machine number is 845-334-8809 (include credit card #)
322 Wall St., Kingston.

contact

deadlines

rates

policy

reach

telephone

phone, mail

weekly

errors

print

web

payment

special 
deals

e-mail

website

fax

drop-off

430 New Paltz 
Rentals

SOUTHSIDE TERRACE APARTMENTS 
offers semester leases for FALL 2020 and 
Short-Term for the Summer! Furnished 
studios, one & two bedrooms, includes heat 
& hot water. Recreation facilities. Walking 
distance to campus and town. 845-255-
7205.

New Paltz:  
Southside 
Terrace  

Apartments
Year round and other 

lease terms to suit 
your needs available!

Free use of the:  
Recreation Room, Pool, New Fitness 

Center & much more!
We are now open Saturdays 10am-2pm

SPECIAL!
Receive a $100 gift card if you 

move in no later than April 1, 2020 
with a 1-year lease

Call 845-255-7205  
for more information

NEW PALTZ GARDENS 
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts. 
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.  

3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171

601 Portable Toilet 
Rentals

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766  |  845-417-6461  |  845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Weekends • Weekly  • Monthly

300 Real Estate

The Wolf Team Catskills 
at Keller Williams Hudson Valley North’s PICK OF THE WEEK

 Mt. Tremper NY | Mountain Views | 8 Acres $1,150,000

Office Direct: 
1-833-WOLF-DEN
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COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded 

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 
or (845) 679-8932

717 Caretaking/Home 
Management

720 Painting/Odd 
Jobs

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A 
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen 
mounting, light hauling/delivery, clean-
outs. Second home caretaking. All small/
medium jobs considered. Versatile, trust-
worthy, creative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix 
It. 845-616-7999.

NYS DOT T-12467                 Incorporated 1985

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery

• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253

Gary Buckendorf
NEED EXTERIOR PAINTING?

I want to keep Social Distance
I WORK ALONE

Many references in Catskill area and Manhattan
garybuckendorf@gmail.com

917-593-5069

QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980

•  Int. & Ext. Painting

• Power Washing

•  Sheetrock &  
Plaster Repair

• Free Estimates

Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured  •  ritaccopainting.com

FINE HOUSE PAINTING
— 15 Years experience —

Free estimates • Reasonable rates
PABLO SHINE

845-532-6587 • pabloshine@gmail.com

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,

All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured

Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig
845-331-4966/249-8668
Visit my website: Haberwash.com

www.facebook.com/Haberwash

English Handyman, mature, friendly, ex-
perienced, reliable, educated. Painting, 
woodwork, repairs, etc. Also maintenance, 
management and pre-sale consultation. 
Quick response 917-364-2157.

HANDYALL SERVICES: *Carpentry, 
*Plumbing, *Electrical, *Painting, *Excavat-
ing & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. Trees cut. 
Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal, 
Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors 
and property managers for 20 years. One 
call, it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts. 
845-247-7365. GarysHauling.com

725 Plumbing, 
Heating, AC  
& Electric

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.

www.stoneridgeelectric.com

Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

e w Emergency Generators r y

LICENSED         331-4227         INSURED

•  Standby Generators

•  Service Upgrades

• Emergency Service 
Available

•  LED Lighting

• Landscape Lighting

•  Wiring for Pools  
& Spas

740 Building Services

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENT-
ALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals. 
We have Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pine-
scented), pink (rose-scented), red & blue 
handicap accessible. (We also have a few w/
sinks). Great for Construction/Building 
Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Fes-
tivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Camp-
sites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call 
845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-706-
7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

From Walls to Floors,
Ceilings to Doors,

Decks, Siding,  
Additions & More

Reliable, dependable & insured
845-591-8812

tedsinteriors@gmail.com

 Ted’s Interiors & Remodeling Inc.

HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry, 
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting, 
Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small 
jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
References available. (845)616-7470.

760 Gardening/
Landscaping

Paramount
Earthworks

Landscaping & Excavation
Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,

Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.

Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

William   (845) 401-6637

950 Animals

Look  who’s being cared for at Saugerties 
Animal Shelter! We have such loving adult 
cats & kittens just waiting to become part of 
your family. BELLA; a dilute tortie. She’s  
7-yrs old & is so sweet! This lovely cat girl is 
a little shy and loves to be petted. Remem-
ber: 2 kittens aren’t twice as much fun as 1 
kitten; they’re 10 times the fun! Also- They’ll 
always have each other as company. And- 
you will receive twice the love! If you’re in-
terested in adopting a kitten, this is a perfect 

time to meet the adorable, lively kittens at 
Saugerties Animal Shelter. Kitten season is 
almost all year long!! Teenage kittens are 
between 10-14 months old. That time-frame 
can vary as each kitten is an individual. 
These are the DOGS at Saugerties Animal 
Shelter. Please come meet them & see who 
could be your new love. VERA; 2-year old 
Pittie mix. She’s very sweet & only wants 
you! VERA is about 60 pounds. No other 
pets or small children, please. MOLLY: su-
per sweet, spayed, 7-year old Pittie Lab girl. 
She’s good w/larger dogs but no cats, please. 
Molly’s tail never stops wagging! LILY: 
sweet & shy, tan & white, 4-year old brindle 
Pittie mix girl who needs a quiet home. 
Since we care about everyone’s safety, espe-
cially during this health crisis, the shelter is 
open by appointment only. Appointments 
are available for Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. Please call 845-679-0339 to 
make an appointment to meet your new 
love! Saugerties Animal Shelter - 1765 NY-
212, Saugerties, NY 12477. (SAS is located 
behind the transfer station.)

960 Pet Care

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT? 
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or out-
building? Would you like to consider having 
feral cats? You can help cats in need who 
will help keep your barn, etc. free of rodents. 
The cats will be neutered/spayed and up to 
date w/shots. Please call the Woodstock 
Feral Cat Project at 347-258-2725.

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits  

for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392

LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

Check us out
on Facebook!

999 Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks re-
gardless of condition. Junk cars removed. 
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

Boilers  •  Hot Water Heaters
Faucets  •  Sinks  •  Tubs  •  Showers

“No job too small” 

Low reasonabLe rates 
~ FuLLy Insured ~ 

New Paltz, NY
(845) 532-1865

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

Boilers  •  Hot Water Heaters
Faucets  •  Sinks  •  Tubs  •  Showers

“No job too small” 

Low reasonabLe rates 
~ FuLLy Insured ~ 

New Paltz, NY
(845) 532-1865

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

Boilers  •  Hot Water Heaters
Faucets  •  Sinks  •  Tubs  •  Showers

“No job too small” 

Low reasonabLe rates 
~ FuLLy Insured ~ 

New Paltz, NY
(845) 532-1865

Boilers • Hot Water Heaters
Faucets • Sinks
Tubs • Showers

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”
LOW REASONABLE RATES

~ FULLY INSURED ~

New Paltz, NY
(845) 532-1865

Healthy Back 
Program

Dance Exercise Class
   Personal Training

 Parkinson’s 
Disease Exercise

Anne Olin,
M.Ed., BC-DMT, LCAT

Board Certified 
Dance/Movement 
Therapist

Licensed 
Creative Arts 

Therapist

(845) 679-6250 (845) 331-0073 • www.RondoutBank.com
Kingston • West Hurley • Hyde Park

Pay a friend back 
instantly, from anywhere

You must have a checking or savings account with Rondout 
Savings Bank to use SPIN. Transfers of funds can only be sent to 
accounts opened and located in the US. International transfers of 
funds cannot be conducted through SPIN.

Learn More at RondoutBank.comLearn More at RondoutBank.com

Everyone
Likes To

$PIN
Everyone
Likes To

$PIN

Money Sent In  
Real-Time

Quick  
& Easy

Safe &  
Secure

Use Rondout Savings Bank’s SPIN mobile banking 
service to send money instantly from your checking 

account to a friend’s bank debit card.

Checking Friend

Lunch

$25.00
Enter Amount

What is this for?

CONTINUE


