
u l s t e r  p u b l i s h i n g ’ s

Hudson Valley One
hudsonvalleyone.com | May 28, 2020

New Paltz
The gates have opened

Mohonk Preserve inaugurates its Tes-
timonial Gateway trailhead PAGE 14

Kingston
The tale of a pit

Despite delays, Irish Cultural Center 
gets another reprieve from building 
safety PAGE 12

Woodstock
Summer influx inevitable

Woodstock area’s small hotels and 
B&Bs regroup PAGE 21

Saugerties
Banner days in Saugerties

The community salutes front-line 
workers, high-school athletes and a 
special birthday PAGE 6

E R I N  Q U I N N

A large caravan of motorcycles, uniformed officers, US veterans, family members and residents made its way from Tech City in the Town of Ulster down Route 32 to 
the Ulster County Veterans’ Cemetery in New Paltz in honor of Memorial Day this past Monday.

Socially distanced  
Memorial Day ceremony

Motor parade travels from TechCity in the Town of Ulster  
to the Ulster County Veterans’ Cemetery in New Paltz     PAGE 2



   2May 28, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing

Inside:

Memorial Day story by Erin with two pics 
(22memorial1, 22memorial2)

Saugerties pages -- Banner days in Saugerties 
story by David Gordon (with four pics 22sau-
gertiesparty, 22saugertiesparades1-3); The 
battle for a clear beach story by Gordon (with 
pic 22 harvester); and rest of Saugerties notes
;
Kingston pages – Irish Cultural Center story 
by Lynn Woods (with two pics 22siteofcenter1, 
22siteofcenter2); Kingston school budget story 
by Crispin (with pic 22kingstonschools)

Tillson page -- Tommy Dogs is open in Tillson 
story by Erin (with two pics 22tommydogs1, 
22tommydogs2)

New Paltz pages -- Mohonk Preserve inaugu-
rates its Testimonial Gateway trailhead story by 
Erin (with three pics 22 trailhead, 22gatehouse, 
22mohonktestimonialgatehouseparkinglot) 
Delivery guy story by Fran (with pic cadengan-
zekaufer); New Paltz news notes file (with two 
pics 22parking, 22tulips)

Gardiner page – Kimlin story by Fran, Gardiner 
note (with pic22gardiner)

Woodstock pages – Woodstock Library story by 
Paul (with pic 22onlinemeeting, Woodstock ho-
tels story by Nick (with three pics 22twingables, 
22hoteldylan, 22woodstockway) sidebar about 
Selina by Nick

 

Letter’s pages with point of view box

 

Almanac Joppenbergh Jump book review story 
about  by Fran (with two pics 22morganstern, 
22joppenberghjumpfrontcover)

Almanac Check it out notes (with two pics 
22painters, 22sacredgroundsmetzner)

Night sky column by Bob Berman

Region | holiday

Socially distanced Memorial Day ceremony 

Motor parade travels 
from TechCity in the 
Town of Ulster to 
the Ulster County 
Veterans’ Cemetery 
in New Paltz

by Erin Quinn

A 
large caravan of mo-
torcycles, uniformed 
officers, US veterans, 
family members and 
residents made its way 
from Tech City in the 

Town of Ulster down Route 32 to the 
Ulster County Veterans’ Cemetery in 
New Paltz in honor of Memorial Day 
this past Monday.

Blue skies illuminated the rows 
of American flags that lined the en-
trance to the cemetery off Plains 
Road on the banks of the Wallkill 
River, as well as the flags that were 
placed on each fallen veteran’s grave.

Before the motorcade arrived, one 
woman, Jennifer Menard Sheldon of 
Cottekill, was carefully cleaning off 
her father’s headstone before placing 
flowers on it. “He served during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, was a fireman 
and in the Navy on the USS DeLong 
boat,” she said. “He died two years 
ago: July 9, 2018, the day after my 
birthday. We danced the night of my 
birthday. I miss him.” According to 
Sheldon, her father, Roger Menard, 
born in 1936, was an avid outdoors-
man and fly fisherman. “He’s why 
we’re all here [in Ulster County]: be-
cause of the woods. He loved it, and 
even wrote a book on fly fishing, My 
Side of the River.”

Jim Bracco and his wife, of the 
Town of Ulster, pulled up to the cem-
etery in their blue-and-white classic 
1950s Ford Sunliner. Bracco served 
in the US Army from 1960 to 1966 
and was stationed in Germany dur-
ing the Berlin crisis. “It makes me 
feel good to be a part of this and to 
be out here showing our respect,” he 
said, as the couple got out of the car 
to stand silently along with the rest of 
the parade.

It was one of those bright, sunny 
late spring days saturated with the 
sweetness of honeysuckle and lilac 
blooms cascading through the valley. 
It was also a day that carried a cer-
tain weight – a knowing that so many 
souls who graced this Earth and who 
had shown up during the most dif-
ficult of times had left us. There was 
a muted sobriety that hung in the air 
as the motorcade filed in at approxi-
mately 1:30 p.m. led by the New Paltz 
Police Department, Ulster County 
Sherriff ’s Department, American Le-
gion motorcycle brigade, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and others who wanted 
to pay their respects. People spread 
out like bulbs attached on a string of 
lights around the Veterans’ Cemetery 
as Kevin Keaveny, co-founder of the 
Hudson Valley Center for Veteran 
Reintegration (HVCVR), stepped to-
wards the stone monument and flag-
pole.

“First of all, I want to thank you 

all for coming,” said Keaveny. “I 
want to especially thank the Ulster 
County Sheriff ’s Department, Sher-
iff Figueroa and the New Paltz Police 
Department, County Executive Pat 
Ryan, who all helped to us to make 
this happen with just a few days’ no-
tice. I do not have any of my loved 
ones buried here, but they are all my 
brothers and sisters. And this is a 
beautiful day to honor the fallen.” Af-
ter a moment of silence, Keaveny was 
joined by Jillian Nadiak, who sang 
“America the Beautiful” a capella. 
That was followed by a rendition of 
“Taps,” and slowly, people filed back 
to their vehicles.

John Liguori, superintendent of 
the cemetery, said that Cub Scouts 
from New Paltz had laid out all of the 
American flags and that a local Eagle 
Scout had installed all of the sleeves 
to hold them up alongside the veter-
ans’ graves and throughout the cen-
tral tree-lined allée.

“I’m so glad that we were able to do 

this and make it happen, because it’s 
so important to honor those residents 
who made the ultimate sacrifice,” said 
Ryan, who was standing by his own 
vehicle, socially distant, but actively 
part of the proceedings. “And I’m so 
proud of the work that Kevin [Keave-
ny] is doing at the Center [HVCVR]. 
They are such a great entity to have in 
our county.”

Almost as quickly as they arrived, 
the cars filed out again, driving back 
to those more private places where 
they could reflect on the souls in our 
soil, the stories that were shared, the 
battles fought and the human desire 
to nourish dignity and hydrate the 
spirits of those who passed in our 
country’s name.

E R I N  Q U I N N

Kevin Keaveny of the Hudson Valley Center for Veteran Reintegration and Jillian Nadiak at the Ulster County Veterans' 
Cemetery in New Paltz. 
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Region | real estate

A time of change
Memorial Day 
weekend wasn’t 
quite the traditional 
beginning-of-summer 
holiday this year

by Geddy Sveikauskas

T
his is the new nor-
mal? Or was this past 
Memorial Day weekend 
a temporary pandem-
ic-related pause in the 
flood of seasonal outmi-

gration of city folks to exurban desti-

nations?
Uptown Kingston was quiet on Sat-

urday morning except for the farmers’ 
market in the John Street parking lot 
next to the county courthouse and 
the half-block-long socially distanced 
queue waiting patiently for their ba-
gels outside Kingston Bread and Bar 
on North Front Street. Many of the 
plastic-covered meters on the streets 
hosted unoccupied parking spaces.  

In Woodstock one could find street 
parking right opposite the village 
green, an unheard-of possibility on 
Memorial Day weekends of yore. A 
few people wandered about. The sec-
ond homers preferred lunch in their 
second homes to being out in the 
hamlet. 

Main Street in New Paltz was simi-
larly quiet. There were a handful of 
bicyclists and more walkers on the 
Wallkill Flats.

It’s too soon to know how the pan-
demic that has particularly ravaged 
the New York metropolitan area will 
affect the economic relationship be-
tween America’s biggest city and its 
immediate Upstate neighbors. When 
things settle down, will there be more 
home-buying from downstaters seek-
ing refuge?

 Restrictions on business services 
are expected to continue to apply to 
the lower Hudson Valley for at least 
two weeks after Phase One of the re-
gional economic reopening was an-
nounced by the governor.

“Brokers cannot show houses, 
home inspectors cannot inspect 
homes,” pointed out Kingston real-
estate expert Jon Hoyt. Marketplace 
changes will be delayed. “Some buy-
ers have dropped out because of the 
pandemic’s economic impacts,” cau-
tioned Hoyt, “while there is specu-
lation that some metropolitan area 
residents may want a refuge offering 
greater social distancing.”

After a torrid fourth quarter last 
year, Ulster County Multiple List-
ing data showed a slowdown of price 
appreciation in January and Febru-
ary of this year, with 240 sales this 
year versus 201 in the first months 
of 2019, but practically no increase is 
median sales price. March showed a 
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turnaround of the turnaround, with 
127 sales at a median sold price of 
$264,500 in 2020 versus $225,350 
in March 2019. As the pandemic 
spread in April, sales prices didn’t 
waver. Though the number of sales 
decreased from 130 in April 2019 to 
114 in April 2020, the median Ul-
ster County residential sales price 
increased from $219,000 last April 
to an extremely robust $269,650 last 
month.

The effect of the novel coronavirus 
appears to be profound, all right. Ac-
cording to an April Harris Poll survey 
cited by Bloomberg News, nearly a 
third of Americans are thinking of 
moving to less densely populated ar-
eas. That’s despite the fact that aver-
age wages of urban workers are more 
than 40 percent higher than those in 
other places.

Wasn’t it just last year that it was 
announced that for the first time in 
human history there were more peo-
ple living in cities tan in rural areas? 
“Fleeing the city?” asks the Bloom-
berg piece by Lionel Laurent, and 
then provides its prediction. “You’ll 
be back.”

Will you be back? “All I want to 
do is drive my uninfected family and 
my groceries (without getting out of 
the car) to a place where we can run 
around, breathe easier, and ride out 
the storm,” writes Amy Klein, one 
anguished New Yorker who’s getting 
paid to express her anguish in a mag-
azine article for Insider. She’s sorry 
she doesn’t have the means to leave 
New York City the way many wealth-
ier people have been able to, she says.   

Right now, these folks are scared 
to be anywhere. Whether in Times 
Square or on the village green in 
Woodstock, they’re wearing masks, 
observing the rules of social distanc-
ing, and glaring at people who don’t. 

On March 16 The New York Times 
published a fascinating story about 
the 81,000 mail-forwarding requests 
in April from New Yorkers. Many of 
those who were leaving were from 
New York’s wealthiest neighbor-
hoods, and 60 percent of the desti-

nations were outside New York City. 
The destinations were grouped by 
metropolitan areas. A little more 
than half the requests for address 
changes from the US Postal Service 
for the top 20 metros were in desti-
nations within the greater New York 
consolidated metropolitan area, 
which extends eastward to include all 
of Long Island, westward to Newark 
and Jersey City, and northward to in-
clude Poughkeepsie, Newburgh and 
Middletown.

In fourth place on the top-20, with 
1456 requests, was the Bridgeport-
Stamford-Norwalk metro area in 
Connecticut. In eighth place was Ul-

ster County with 962 requests. Tor-
rington, Connecticut had 644 to fin-
ish tenth, Columbia County twelfth 
with 545, and the Albany metro thir-
teenth with 527.

Those are significant numbers be-
cause of their magnitude. Almost 
1000 ex-city people asked the USPS 
to forward their mail to Ulster Coun-
ty.  Five percent of New York City 
people who wanted to reroute their 
mail to the top destinations gave for-
warding addresses in Ulster and Co-
lumbia counties or the Albany metro. 
Though these folks weren’t gathering 
in public spaces to celebrate Memo-
rial Day, they were probably around 
somewhere. 

Finally, here’s a post-holiday-week-
end Tuesday update on the spread 
of the coronavirus in Ulster County.  
County health authorities report 27 
new cases and one new death in the 
past three days, bringing the num-
ber of positive findings to 1683 and 
the number of fatalities to 73. Those 
daily numbers are far lower than the 
worst-case scenario prepared for in 
April. With the increased testing for 
the virus, it’s now clear that the coun-
ty is on an accelerating downward 
slope in terms of the ratio of persons 
infected but not recovered to total 
population. That’s why the region is 
beginning the first phase of its plan 
for economic recovery today.

Since town-by-town data on the 
number of cases has been available, 
we have been tracking the incidence 
of the pandemic among three sub-
sets of the Ulster County population 
roughly equal to each other in popu-
lation: the southern townships ori-
ented toward Orange and Dutchess 
counties, the Kingston corridor from 
Esopus north to Saugerties, and the 
rest of the county, consisting primar-
ily of smaller municipalities with sig-
nificant second-home populations.

There is no evidence that people 
from New York City have been coming 
upstate for recreational purposes and 
have been infecting the local popula-
tion. Controlling for population, the 
municipalities in the second-home 
subset have been consistently record-
ing an infection rate of about half of 
the rest of Ulster County.   

It’s been a quiet beginning to the 

summer season this year, with little 
evidence of the activity that has char-
acterized local holiday weekends 
in the past. But that doesn’t mean 
the economic connections between 
America’s arguably most important 
city and its exurban neighbors has 
weakened. 

D I O N  O G U S T

The Village Green in Woodstock.

Journey in health

Direct Cremation 
Available

Starting at $1800 
plus $340 crematory fee

Call or visit 
for further details

481 Gidney Ave., 
Newburgh, NY 12550

845.561.8300
www.brooksfh.com

Ronald M. Hucker
Ronald M. Hucker of Kerhonkson, N.Y., formerly of 
Willow, N.Y., passed away on May 18, 2020 at age 69.
Ronald was born on June 20, 1950 to the late Herman 
and LaVerne Hucker. Ron was a graduate of Onteora 
Central School. He received a two-year degree as an 
Automotive Tech from SUNY Morrisville, and a four 
year degree in Chemistry from SUNY New Paltz. As 
a young man, Ron worked in the family business; The 
Village Bake Shop in Phoenicia, N.Y. After the family 
sold the business, Ron worked in the auto repair busi-
ness for two local garages and privately for himself. 
In the mid 1970's Ron's professional career started 
at International Nickel in Sterling Forest, N.Y. He 
worked as a Metallurgist in their Alloy Development 
Laboratory. Four years later, tired of the long commute from Willow; Ron started 
a 20 year tenure at Micronetics in Kingston, N.Y. As a Quality Engineer for this 
company, Ron worked on many projects earning a number of awards for his work. 
After the company closed its doors, Ron then worked ten years for Ireco and Dyno 
Nobel in Port Ewen, N.Y. as a Quality Engineer for their blasting cap division. 
Ronald's recreational time was spent camping, fishing, and boating with his wife 
Wanda. Many vacations towing the boat to Lakes Ontario, Schroon, the Thousand 
Islands and Hudson River were a great joy for both of them. Ron's longest passion 
was riding and rebuilding English motorcycles, his favorite being his ’68 Triumph 
Bonneville. 
Ronald is survived by his wife, Wanda; a son, Rahman; three grandchildren; two 
brothers, George and Gary; and many cousins, nieces and nephews. 
Cremation arrangements are under the direction of Lasher Funeral Home in 
Woodstock, N.Y. 
Donations in lieu of flowers would be greatly appreciated if made in the form of 
contributions to Woodstock Fire Company #3, Lake Hill, N.Y. 12448. 
Condolences, tributes and sentiments may be left for the Hucker Family by visiting 
http://www.lasherfh.com. A private celebration of Ron's life will be held at a later date.
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Saugerties | community

The battle for a clear beach
Saugerties partners 
with John Mullen 
to purchase a 
weed harvester

by David Gordon

T
hick green leaves cov-
er the water in the Es-
opus Creek at its wide 
point across from the 
Saugerties village beach. 
Attempts to remove 

them over the past years have been 
only partially successful, with the 
weeds growing back into cleared ar-
eas each summer season.

The latest weapon in the battle for 
a clear beach area is a weed harvester, 
purchased jointly by the Village of 
Saugerties, the Town of Saugerties 
and John Mullen, a Saugerties-based 
contractor who owns land along the 
riverfront. The machine, delivered 
about two weeks ago, is currently 
stored in a village building on North 
Street.

Mullen describes the machine as “a 
beautiful piece of equipment.”

Village mayor William Murphy be-
gan discussions with the machine’s 
owner, Zdanek Ulman, also known 
as “Z,” shortly after Ulman’s compa-
ny, Marine Diving Equipment, har-
vested just over three acres of weeds 
for the village at a cost of $5300 and 
removed weeds at several other prop-
erties. Ulman, who said he wanted to 
concentrate on his main focus, div-
ing, began discussing a possible sale 
of the equipment to the village.

For a number of years, volunteers 
have pulled the aquatic invasive spe-
cies out using rowboats and canoes, 
with village workers hauling them 
away. The weeds, water chestnuts 
and milfoil, appear as a carpet of 
green across the creek from the vil-
lage beach. 

The machine the village is buying 
pulls weeds out by the roots rather 
than cutting them off, reducing their 

ability to grow back in the next sea-
son.

Mullen’s interest in harvesting the 
weeds stems from property on the 
Esopus where he is planning to con-
struct high-end homes. “These will 
be ecological and very beautiful,” he 
said. When Mullen is using the ma-
chine, his employees will operate it, 

while village employees would oper-
ate it at other times.

Village clerk Lisa Mayone said 
Mullen has submitted plans for his 
project to the planning board, but its 
review is in the early stages.

Saugerties town supervisor Fred 
Costello said the town contributed 
$25,000 toward the cutter. “I’m sure 

they will take care of the parts of the 
creek that are in the town,” he said. 

There is no direct evidence that the 
weed-cutting will bring back the na-
tive plants that have been choked out 
by the weeds, “I’m hoping the plants 
and fish will return once the milfoil 
and chestnuts are gone,” Costello 
said.

D A V I D  G O R D O N

Zdanek Ulman, the former owner of the weed harvester, at the controls last summer, when he contracted with the village 
to cut weeds at the village beach.

888-501-2811
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gage will be serviced by Sawyer Savings Bank. With this 
Exclusive product, there are no government hoops to 
jump through. Just move right into your new home.
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Banner days in Saugerties
The community 
salutes front-line 
workers, high-
school athletes and 
a special birthday 

F
or the third day in a 
row, fire engines and po-
lice cars, sirens blaring, 
made their way through 
the village of Saugerties 
last Sunday to wish Tina 

Dean a happy birthday, just prior to 
her 1:30 p.m. birthday party on the 
front porch of the Ivy Lodge Assisted 
Living Facility on Main Street in Sau-
gerties. She is 104 years old.

A procession on Friday evenings 
had honored healthcare workers, 
emergency personnel, firefighters and 
police -- the people who stayed on the 
job while most citizens stayed home 
to avoid catching the coronavirus. 
Others, not specifically represented 
in the procession, included sanitation 
workers, garbage collectors, munici-
pal public-service workers and many 
others whose jobs are critical to main-
taining our infrastructure.

On Saturday evening, the high-
school athletes, whose entire season 
was wiped out by the coronavirus, 
were honored with a similar parade.

Surrounded by balloons and with 
staff and fellow residents nearby, 
Dean sat on the porch as a long line 
of vehicles – private cars, fire trucks, 
and police vehicles – drove past the 
facility. As the last of the vehicles left 
the scene, staff served ice cream cake 

P H O T O S  B Y  D A V I D  G O R D O N

Left, Village of Saugerties Trustee Jeannine Mayer carries a sign thanking the emergency workers; right, fire trucks, police cars and other vehicles  pull onto 
Washington Avenue for a parade through the Village of Saugerties honoring the workers who have worked to keep us safe during a pandemic.

D A V I D  G O R D O N

The “finish line” for the vehicle parade featured an American flag hanging from the booms of a construction vehicle.

Tina Dean at her 104th birthday celebration at Ivy Lodge Assisted Living in Saugerties.

Medical Marijuana 
Certification 
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D A V I D  G O R D O N

One of the 35 butterfly sculptures that will grace the Village of Saugerties streets through the summer. They will be 
auctioned off in the early fall. This one, on Main Street, is titled “Protege Moi." It was decorated by Sashara Morgan. The 
butterflies, with fiberglass bodies and wooden wings, were fabricated by Gus Pedersen, who also has a butterfly on 
display in the village.

Saugerties 
street art

to Dean and the guests.
As described by her daughter, 

Debra Laserua, Dean had mo easy 
life. She was born on May 24, 1916 
in Italy. Her mother died just two 

years later in a Spanish Flu epidemic 
in 1918. She attended school for only 
two years, and then had to drop out 
to work in a relative’s bakery.

Then, in 1944, during the Second 

World War, Tina Dean met an Amer-
ican soldier, fell in love and married 
him. Back in the USA after the war 
in 1947, she worked in factories. She 
and her husband borrowed money 

to open a delicatessen, which they 
ran from 1952 to 1977, according to 
a brief biography her daughter wrote. 
Laserua said her mother had two 
children, two grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

At a time when nursing homes and 
other facilities for the elderly are ex-
periencing deadly viral outbreaks, Ivy 
Lodge has remained virus-free, ac-
cording to a written statement from 
Joan Hyde. Employees’ temperatures 
are checked daily. They wash them-
selves and the facility frequently. So-
cial distance is strictly maintained, 
said Juliet Medaglia, an Ivy Lodge 
employee. 

Visitors are not allowed; Ivy’s birth-
day was an exception. All visitors re-
mained outside.Chemical will protect 
playgrounds

A biocide that can keep surfaces 
virus-free for three to four weeks is 
being applied to surfaces in the chil-
dren’s playgrounds, town building 
and grounds supervisor Greg Chor-
vas reported at the May 20 meeting 
of the Saugerties town board.

“Viruses, disease, mold, mildew et 
cetera are unable to survive,” Chor-
vas said. Playgrounds in the complex 
have been treated several times al-
ready,  and “as of last week, we did the 
third go-round and we’ll be finishing 
Monday on the satellite parks.” The 
department tries to keep to a three-
week schedule. 

The surfaces will be tested after 
three weeks and again after four 
weeks to see whether it remains ef-
fective. Chorvas also described the 
regular cleaning process of police 
cars and other vehicles belonging to 
the town.
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Saugerties | election

Volunteer service
Three uncontested 
seats in the 
Saugerties School 
District election 
and budget vote

by Crispin Kott

S
augerties voters on 
June 9 will be asked to 
approve three candidates 
on the ballot running to 
fill three open seats on 
the Saugerties Central 

School District Board of Education.
Local school districts are send-

ing paper ballots through the 
mail, with any vote returned by 
Tuesday, June 9 at 5 p.m. count-
ing. As in the past, budgets falling 
within the state-mandated tax cap 
will pass with a simple majority; 
spending plans seeking a higher 
local tax increase than the state 
cap would need a supermajority of 60 
percent or higher. 

As for when results in budget votes 
and school board elections will be 
revealed, no one is certain. Though 
ballots will be received sporadically 
over the next two weeks, they can-
not be opened until after the June 9 
deadline. 

Budget
The Saugerties Central School Dis-

trict (SCSD) School Board adopted a 
$66,471,574 proposed budget for the 
2020-21 school year, an increase of 
$1,172,152, or 1.80 percent over the 
2019-20 spending plan. The budget 
proposal includes a local tax levy in-
crease of 2.18 percent, or $867,742, 
bringing the total to $40,631,060. 
The proposed tax levy increase is at 
the maximum allowable under the 
state mandated cap for the district, 
meaning the budget will pass by a 
simple majority of greater than 50 
percent. 

The proposed budget overcame a 
deficit of $1,785,303 by tapping into 
a fund balance ($1,440,303), ERS 
reserve ($330,000) and unemploy-
ment reserve ($15,000). The deficit is 
partly due to a projected reduction in 
state aid of $408,893, or 1.77 percent. 
The governor’s office has indicated 
that further reductions during the 
school year are also possible depend-
ing upon the financial impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

School Board Candidates 
(Three Uncontested Seats)

Susan Gage (Village of Saugerties)
Susan Gage is a retired director of 

special education at SCSD; currently 
interim assistant to the superinten-
dent for special education at Catskill 
Central School District; she is just 
finishing her first three-year term on 
the BOE. 

What motivates you to want to 
serve on the Saugerties School Board?

I continue to be motivated to be on 
the school board to stay connected to 
education in Saugerties and to work 
to make it a place that people want to 
have their kids attend. In these past 

three years, the BOE has made some 
significant changes to the central ad-
ministration with our new superin-
tendent, business official and human 
resources director. These changes 
have once again brought back great 
teamwork with the BOE and admin-
istration. Even now with the pan-
demic, central administration, prin-
cipals, teachers and staff are working 
hard to find the best ways to help stu-
dents. I have not seen this type of en-
thusiasm and dedication in my time 
at Saugerties. 

What skills do you bring to the 
work?

As the previous director of special 
education here at Saugerties, I have 
great insight into the district. I bring 
past practice information and knowl-
edge. I was also a member of the STA 
and SESA before becoming an ad-
ministrator. I have a well-rounded 
picture of the district. 

What do you see as the greatest chal-
lenge the district faces at this time?

The greatest challenge is budget-
ary. With the governor threatening 
to cut aid by 20 percent for next year 
and the budget already tight, the 
BOE will have to make some tough 
decisions. We need to look at what is 
the best way to continue to provide 
quality education for our children 
with less money. Also, if we return in 
the fall, how will we be able to edu-
cate kids and keep them safe -- social 
distancing -- if we are still dealing 
with COVID-19 issues? 

What would you like to see the 
board accomplish over the next few 
years?

Our building project passed by the 
voters so our students will not only 
receive a great education, but also 
attend buildings that are updated 
and safe. Also to develop new pro-
gramming that would include online 
learning as an option for certain stu-
dents. We are seeing that some stu-

dents are doing exceptionally well 
with this approach. Some students do 
not do well in the traditional school 
setting and end up dropping out. 
Our number-one goal is to graduate 
students; if online learning can help 
more achieve that, we need to ad-
dress and change our approach. 

Krista J Barringer (Saugerties)
Krista Barringer is a social worker. 

She has served six years on the Sau-
gerties School Board, five years on 

Ulster County BOCES School Board 
and five years as either the president 
or vice president of the Ulster County 
School Board Association.

What motivates you to want to 
serve on the Saugerties School Board?

I began my school board adventure 
with a desire to see change. I felt there 
was a gap between the school board 
and the community at large. I wanted 
to find ways to bring more sunlight 
and transparency to what the board 

D I O N  O G U S T

Saugerties High School.

Adult and Pediatric ENT  Allergy and Immunology  Hearing Services/Hearing Aids 
Head and Neck Surgery  Sleep Services  Voice and Swallowing

Rhinology/Skull Base  Facial Plastics  Ear and Dizziness  Clinical Research
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did and does for all students, teachers 
and the entire Saugerties community. 
I feel that over the past six years the 
board, as a team, has worked to ef-
fect this change. We have an amazing 
group of people and it is an honor to 
serve with them. 

What skills do you bring to the 
work?

I am a questioner through and 
through. I ask a lot of questions. 
Sometimes I ask questions to educate 
myself and sometimes I ask ques-
tions to ensure there is transparency 
in the actions of the board as well as 
to highlight the amazing work that is 
happening each and every day at the 
school district. The questions some-
times highlight issues that need to be 
addressed in the near or distant fu-
tures. Education has been, and even 
more so today, an ever evolving in-
dustry. As a board member, I hope to 
continue to represent the Saugerties 
community as we work together to 
address the needs of today and pre-
pare for the education of tomorrow.

What do you see as the greatest chal-
lenge the district faces at this time?

Today, the number-one challenge 
in public education across this dis-
trict, the county, the state and even 
the nation is providing the sound ba-
sic education to all students despite 
the obstacles faced due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. Tomorrow, the 

number-one challenge will be how to 
recover and respond to the new face 
of education that will be the result of 
lessons learned today. I look forward 
to learning from our experts, hearing 
the opportunities that will exist and 
joining my fellow board members 
are we work together to ensure our 
district students, teachers, adminis-
trators and partners have what they 
need to be the best they can be.

What would you like to see the 
board accomplish over the next few 
years?

We have accomplished so much 
in the last few years, it is amazing 
to think of what additional can be 
done. Ultimately, in the near future, 
we need to finalize a capital plan and 
seek a public vote. There are basic 
infrastructure needs that have to be 
addressed. I believe that we can fol-
low that up with a community-wide 
discussion of a long-range facility and 
education plan. When I think of the 
needs of the student of 2038, the stu-
dent born this year, I realize it is not 
the same as the students of 2020, but 
from the lessons learned this year, 
we, the Saugerties community, can 
make a plan with incremental chang-
es that are proactive and not reactive 
and which moves the district to 2038 
and beyond.

Timothy Wells (Saugerties)
Timothy Wells is a branch manager 

(ADMAR Supply, Latham); he has 
had no previous school board experi-
ence. 

What motivates you to want to 
serve on the Saugerties School Board?

I personally have three children 
that go to the SCSD. I want to make 
sure our children are getting the best 
education possible. With that said, I 
also want to make sure that the tax-
payers’ money isn’t wasted on pro-
grams or other endeavors that are not 
being utilized or fitting what the dis-
trict really needs.

What skills do you bring to the 
work?

In my professional life, I run a 
multi-million dollar branch. I have to 
put together budgets that make sense 
for the company and make sure we 
are spending properly. As a leader of 
our branch, I encourage employees to 
give thoughts and opinions to work 
collaboratively to drive better results. 
I also coach multiple sports teams 
for our youth in the Saugerties area. 
I have to work with children/parents 
often in that regards. Sometimes we 
don’t always see eye-to-eye, but I feel 
that I am able to develop a mutual re-
spect from them by listening to what 
they are saying and processing it. Not 
just listening to respond.

What do you see as the greatest chal-
lenge the district faces at this time?

COVID-19 is a huge part of our 

lives today. We are not sure whether 
or not the kids will even be able to go 
back into the schools for the 2020-
2021 school year. We need to contin-
ue to work on the challenges of on-
line learning. I have spoken to many 
teachers and parents of student and 
they both have frustrations with on-
line learning. We need to streamline 
this a bit and make it easier for both 
student and teachers to work with.

What would you like to see the 
board accomplish over the next few 
years?

There are quite a few things that I 
would like to see the board accom-
plish. We have needs for updates to 
the schools and as we move forward, 
they will need to be addressed if we 
can make them work into the budget 
properly. I would also hope that the 
board can try to get more involve-
ment from our community. I feel 
we are supposed to work as a team 
-- the board and the community. I 
would like to gain as much insight 
from them as possible. These are the 
people we serve on the board. Each of 
us see the world from our own angles 
and have our own ideas. I think the 
more involvement and voices heard 
from the community the better the 
board can serve the community.

Supervisor lauds 
Project Resilience

The first phase of Project Resil-
ience has provided meals for many 
low-income residents of Saugerties 
and Ulster County as a whole, Sau-
gerties supervisor Fred Costello says. 
The program provided 1200 meals 
per day in Saugerties at its peak.

“Pat Ryan [the county executive] 
had the foresight to secure money 
that enabled this program to exist 
during the pandemic,” said Costello. 
“The program has identified people 
who remain in need and is mov-
ing them to other programs that are 
more stable and have a longer life.” 
He praised the volunteers -- teach-
ers, members of the American Le-
gion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and others who made Saugerties “the 
jewel of the resiliency program in Ul-
ster County.”

Costello also praised hotelier Tom 
Struzzieri for providing meals free at 
the Boys and Girls Clubs for residents 
needing food.

— David Gordon

Malden sewer-plant repairs
Town engineer Dennis Larios has 

reported on the upgrade and repair 
of the Malden sewer plant, which 
was built in the 1980s and is showing 
signs of wear. “

You have a resolution before you 
tonight to formally award a contract, 
which is partially covered by the 
governor’s office for storm recovery,” 
Larios explained to the town board. 
“There will be some town responsi-
bility because the project was under 
budgeted.”

The project will protect the plant 
from potential flooding of the Hud-
son River and replace three blowers 
that provide oxygen to the aeration 
basins. One of the blowers is gone, 
and the other two are on their last 
legs, Larios said. “They’re very noisy. 
There were complaints from neigh-
bors for the past three or four years 
about the noise from those blowers.”

The board voted unanimously to 
appropriate $288,000 toward the 
cost of the repairs and to award the 
contract for the work to the low bid-
der, Evergreen Mountain Contract-
ing of Westkill. 

Water Department superintendent 
Mark Resso has purchased and in-
stalled an emergency pump that can 
kick in when the existing pumps can’t 
handle the flow, but in the long run 
the pumps should be replaced. 

— David Gordon

Parking near Esopus Bend
The popularity of the Esopus Bend 

nature preserve in Saugerties has led 
to visitors’ parked cars taking all the 
available spaces -- and then some. 
Neighbors along Shady Lane and 
Appletree Drive have complained to 
town councilwoman Leeanne Thorn-
ton that they are being squeezed out.

“The last several weekends, where 
the weather has been wonderful, 
we’ve had a great number of people 
who, just to get out, have been going 
to Esopus Bend,” Thornton told the 
town board. “You have real traffic is-
sues, where you have 20 cars tramp-
ing on Apple Tree Drive and Shady 
Lane entrance.”

Neighbors were concerned about 
the blocking of emergency vehicles 
and the visitors walking across their 
lawns, Thornton said she had spoken 
to [the residents of] five houses and 
the corner property on Shady.” Paper 
“no parking” signs were posted tem-
porarily on Apple Tree Drive.

A more permanent fix is needed. 
Thornton suggested prohibition of 
parking on one side of Apple Tree 
Drive.

Supervisor Fred Costello said a 
permanent solution would require 
passage of a local law. A public hear-
ing will be held at 6:30 p.m. on June 
17. The hearing will be preceded at 6 
p.m. by a hearing on state-mandated 
changes in the building codes.

Councilman John Schoonmaker 
said he has noticed the increase in 
traffic around Esopus Bend Nature 
Preserve, which used to be a very qui-
et area. “Now you can go there and 
the area is filling up,” Schoonmaker 
said. “I think we should definitely 
move forward.”

— David Gordon

Travis Winchell Day
May is traditionally Police Month, 

Saugerties town supervisor Fred 
Costello said at the town board’s reg-

ular meeting on May 20. Part of the 
tradition is honoring police officers 
who have contributed to public safety 
and law enforcement. Traditionally, 
awards are presented at meetings of 
law-enforcement agencies. 

The board voted to honor school 
resource officer Peter Travis Winchell 
for his years of service.

The Saugerties schools and the 
town share an SRO [school resource 
officer] program. Based at the high 
school, Winchell serves all the dis-
trict schools. Officer Winchell had 
embraced his role as an SRO. 

“He has had incredible rapport 
with the students,” Costello said. “He 
has truly made a difference in many 
young folks’ lives.” 

The proclamation nominates May 
20, 2020 as Travis Winchell Day in 
the Town of Saugerties. The board 
voted unanimously to support the 
proclamation.

— David Gordon

Saugerties touts census
Saugerties town supervisor Fred 

Costello has reminded residents that 
2020 is a census year and that it is 
important to have an accurate count. 
“If you have not filled out a census 
application, please take the time to 
do so. An accurate count will help us 
with political representation in the 
future, so it is very important that ev-
ery individual participate.” 

Costello noted that census forms 
are not mailed to post-office boxes, so 
residents of Mount Marion, Glasco or 
Malden may have to pick them up at 
a post office or fill them out online. 
More information can be found on 
the town’s website, https://townsau-
gerties.digitaltowpath.org:10234/

content, which has a link to a U.S. 
Census site, https://go.usa.gov/xd-
K8m.

— David Gordon

Food pantry open Tuesdays
The Saugerties Food Pantry is open 

on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Social distanc-
ing is practiced. The pantry is at 44 
Livingston Street in Saugerties. For 
information, visit www.saugerties-
foodpantry.com.

Fine Wines 
and Spirits

Rte. 212 (CVS Plaza) 
Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Mon - Sat  10am - 9pm

Sunday  12 - 5pm
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SAUGERTIES
SENIOR HOUSING

Subsidized Housing 
for Low Income 
Senior Citizens

SECURE LIVING
Call or write for an application

at the information below
155 MAIN STREET • SAUGERTIES, NY 12477
— 845-247-0612 —

WAITINGLIST
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Kingston | schools

Vote by absentee ballot
Kingston  voters 
will decide on a 
$187.4-million budget 
on June 9; and there 
are three candidates 
for three seats

By Crispin Kott

L
ocal public school dis-
tricts are accustomed to 
working within in shifting 
landscapes, frequently us-
ing aid estimates as they 
develop complex spending 

plans. But as New York State con-
tinues grappling with the pandemic, 
proposed budgets are being crafted 
by school officials in an entirely new 
climate. One major hurdle is that 
state aid may be reduced in the mid-
dle of the school year due to revenue 
shortfalls. 

“We’re really voting on a bud-
get now that may not be the budget 
that we live with when we operate 
our school next year,” said Kingston 
schools superintendent Paul Padalino 

during a virtual school board meeting 
on Friday, May 15. “This budget may 
not be the budget that we live with. 
And the budget that voters vote on 
may not be the budget that we have 
to live with.”

Local school districts are sending 
paper ballots through the mail, with 
any vote returned by Tuesday, June 
9 at 5 p.m. counting. As in the past, 
budgets falling within the state-man-
dated tax cap will pass with a simple 
majority/ Spending plans seeking 
a higher local tax increase than the 
state cap would need a supermajority 
of 60 percent or higher. 

Local residents will also vote for 
open seats on their school boards. 
Except in New Paltz, the outcome is 
all but determined, with candidates 

equaling the number of available 
terms. As for when results in budget 
votes and School Board elections will 
be revealed, no one is certain. Though 
ballots will be received sporadically 
over the next two weeks, they can-
not be opened until after the June 9 

deadline. 
Counting will depend, according 

to Kingston district clerk Camille Di-
Perna, upon how many of the roughly 
33,000 ballots sent out are returned. 
“I have a team [of 35 people social-
ly distanced somewhere on school 
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grounds] ready to work to help me to 
count them, but we’ve never done it 
before,” DiPerna said. “I know from 
doing other paper ballots at the li-
brary that it takes three of us about 
two hours to do 200 ballots. So it 
really depends upon how many we 
get back. I’m not comfortable saying 
we’re going to get it done the next 
day. It may take us three days to get 
through it. I just don’t know.”

Kingston budget
School officials are touting a 

$187.4-million budget that maintains 
programs and extracurricular activi-
ties and doesn’t include reductions 
in staff. The spending plan is an in-
crease of 3.65 percent over the 2019-
20 budget, and includes a tax-levy 
increase of 1.73 percent. The budget 
can be approved by the voters by a 
simple majority. 

The proposed spending plan is 
based on state aid totaling $64.92 
million, an increase of 2.3 percent 
over the current school year’s aid total. 
That figure may be reduced periodi-
cally during the 2020-21 school year 
depending upon revenue shortfalls. 
According to Padalino, the district 
has factored in three potential levels 
of cuts depending upon the severity 
of aid reductions from the state. “The 
first tier would be a little less painful 
than the second and the third tier,” he 
said. “If we get into a 15 to 20 percent 
reduction in state aid, obviously that’s 
a serious number. You know, that’s a 
$6-million kind of thing.”

Candidates
There are three candidates for three 

seats. Priscilla Lowe, the board’s in-
cumbent vice-president, retired as 
a Kingston teacher in 2013 after 32 
years. Nora Scherer, another incum-
bent seeking a fourth term on the 
school board, is also a retired Kings-
ton teacher. Cathy Collins is an asso-
ciate professor of biology at Bard Col-
lege with no previous school-board 
experience.

Priscilla Lowe:
What motivates you to want to 

serve on the Kingston School Board? 
- My adult daughters graduated from 
Kingston High School in the Nine-
ties, and now two of my four grand-
children attend Kingston schools. For 
them, and for all students, teachers, 
staff and the community, I want to 
see the quality of education continue 
to improve, to make sure the safety 
and security of our students is always 
top of mind, and to improve the at-
tendance and graduation rates.

What skills do you bring to the 
work? - I’m very focused on making 
sure that everyone is heard.   I regu-
larly get phone calls or emails with 
questions or issues and I work very 
hard to find out the answers.  I know 
the district and the community very 
well so I feel like I can be a good li-
aison between the two and advocate 
for change.   I’m persistent and also 
not afraid to be the only lone vote on 
something even when it might not 
be a popular answer, but I feel like 
it’s the right thing for the district.   I 
spend a great deal of time and energy 
making sure I thoroughly understand 
an issue before any vote.

What do you see as the greatest 
challenge the district faces at this 
time? - Before Covid 19, I would’ve 
said the challenges we are facing 
around keeping kids in school and 
improving our graduation rate, as 
well as ensuring the safety and secu-
rity of our students and staff were the 
most important challenges.   While 
they are still critically important, 
navigating distance learning and 
the challenges with food insecurity 
in our district, as well as the differ-
ences in learning in our students is a 
huge challenge, too.

What would you like to see the 
board accomplish over the next few 
years? - I would like to see the board 
focus on plans to make sure that dis-
tance learning is working for all stu-
dents and staff, that every student 
has the food they need, support from 
the district, and that the return to 
school is safe for everyone. I’d also 
like to continue to see us address se-
curity, attendance and the graduation 
rate as well.

Nora Scherer:
What motivates me to serve on the 

Kingston School Board? - As a parent, 
a teacher, a taxpayer and now a senior 
citizen, I believe I have a rather com-
prehensive understanding of the im-
portance of education and the inte-
gral role that a school district plays in 
preparing students for their futures 
while at the same time I know it is 
also important to be sensitive to the 
economic realities of a community. 
My entire adult life has been dedi-
cated to education, specifically the 
education of students in the Kingston 
school district.  

In my tenure on the board, I have 
been proud to be part of a team that 
has faced downsizing the school dis-
trict, merging elementary popula-
tions of both students and faculty in 
a thoughtful manner; has opened a 
new dual language pre-school hub; 
has repurposed all the district school 
buildings that were closed; and has 
brought in every budget since 2012 at 
or below the allowable increase to the 
tax levy. 

What skills do you bring to the 
work? - I am always willing to work 
hard. I know that education is cru-
cial to insuring that our young people 
reach their potential. I have a strong 
background in education and have 
gained knowledge in both facilities 
management and finance in my work 
on the board.

What do you see as the greatest chal-
lenge the district faces at this time? - 
Right now, we are facing a pandemic 
which has abruptly and significantly 
altered the way we deliver instruction 
and other services.  It is a challenge 
to make sure that we can continue 
to provide all of this in an equitable 
fashion. 

What would you like to see the board 
accomplish over the next few years? - 
Continuous progress has been our 
motto. I would of course like to see 
that continue. We have made steps 
toward increasing diversity in staff 
and administration and that should 
be supported. Early college efforts 
should be expanded. Dual language 
pre-K classes should be expanded to 

early grades. Online instructional ca-
pabilities need to be fortified. Social 
emotional health for students and 
all staff  - especially in the face of our 
current challenge - must be support-
ed and networks with community 
partners need to be reinforced. And 
with everything – we need to be flex-
ible and responsive.

Cathy Collins:
What motivates you to want to 

serve on the Kingston School Board? 
- I am an educator by profession and 
a parent of a kindergarten student in 
Kingston. I am passionate about edu-
cation and want to serve and support 
KCSD.

What skills do you bring to the 
work? - As a scientist, I am adept at 
synthesizing and evaluating data, a 
valuable skill for making evidence-
based decisions. I have managed 
large-scale, long-term scientific proj-
ects with substantial budgets and 
multiple staff members. The success 
of these projects relies on effective 
collaboration. I value open commu-
nication and transparency, and thrive 
when I am working closely with a 
team to articulate and achieve a com-
mon goal.

What do you see as the greatest chal-
lenge the district faces at this time? 
- We need to maintain our existing 
strengths in the face of considerable 
uncertainty. The Covid 19 crisis has 
disrupted learning in unprecedented 
ways. KCSD responded swiftly and 
creatively to the immediate pres-
sures. Looking forward, we need to 
put careful thought into how we re-
open schools, paying attention not 
just to academic  excellence, but also 
supporting the physical, emotional, 
and social well-being of students and 
staff. The budget will be especially 
tight, making it even more challeng-
ing to achieve these goals.

What would you like to see the 
board accomplish over the next few 
years? - In addition to maintaining 
our existing strengths, I would like 
to reduce the achievement gaps that 
exist among students from different 
backgrounds in our diverse commu-
nity. I would like to see the district 
recruit diverse faculty members, and 
provide adequate support to retain 
them. Providing resources  for ELL 
education, bilingual programs, and 
pre-K education remain key priori-
ties.
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Kingston | place

The tale of a pit

Despite delays, Irish 
Cultural Center gets 
another reprieve 
from building safety

by Lynn Woods

N
eighbors refer to it 
as “the pit.” Excavated 
two years ago, the site 
of the Irish Cultural 
Center of the Hudson 
Valley (ICCHV), at 32 

Abeel Street in Kingston’s Rondout, 
is an eyesore for those who venture up 
Company Path and has been a safety 
hazard for the neighboring prop-
erties. First proposed in 2011, the 
16,000-square-foot structure, which 
would include a pub, exhibit space, 
171-seat theater, and classrooms, is 
yet to be built. 

A couple of times, its backers have 
gone through the process of approval, 
only to fail to properly renew or ap-
ply for the required building permit 
— and then got a reprieve from the 
city. The latest instance of this oc-
curred in March, when the building 
safety department extended the IC-
CHV’s building permit, even though 
the ICCHV hadn’t done any work on 
the site, as the city code requires.

The ICCHV received its building 
permit on June 18, 2019. According 
to City Code Chapter 172, Article 172-
5:I, work must commence within six 
months of issuance of the permit, or 
the permit will be revoked. The IC-
CHV hadn’t done any work by mid-
December, when six months had 
passed. The building safety and city 
engineering department extended 
the permit to June 17 of this year.

The decision to extend the permit 
was documented in a letter dated 
March 10 from Stephan Knox, city 
building safety director, to William 
Kearney, president of the ICCHV. 
Knox wrote that neither his depart-
ment nor the city engineering depart-
ment could confirm that work had 
been done at the site since issuance of 
the permit, and he cited the code that 
required this. But because “a review 
of building department files has not 
revealed an instance of its usage” -- 
Chapter 172, Article 172-5:I was put 
on the books less than two years ago 
-- Knox wrote that his department 
had determined “it would be unfair 
to arbitrarily enforce said Article 
by invalidating the building permit 
#19564 at this time.” 

Meanwhile, the silt fencing at the 
site has collapsed in places. Tempo-
rary metal fencing along the perim-
eter has not been replaced after more 
than a year. A section of city-owned 
historic bluestone retaining wall 
along Company Path that collapsed 
due to the excavation still has not 
been repaired, as the Kingston plan-
ning board had required.

A group of citizens sent a letter to 
Common Council president Andrea 
Shaut on April 22 asking why the 
law wasn’t followed (this reporter 
was one of the signatories on the let-
ter). The Common Council’s laws 
and rules committee discussed the 
building-permit extension at its May 
20 meeting. Members of the commit-
tee agreed to investigate once it had 
more information. 

Why wasn’t the law enforced?
“This is the first time we know of 

that the law was not enforced,” said 
Shaut at the meeting. “If the law is 
not strong enough to be enforced, 
as lawmakers we should consider 
amending it.”

Reynolds Scott-Childress, Ward 3 
alderman, and Jeffrey Morell, chair 
of the committee and Ward 1 alder-
man, agreed to follow up by examin-
ing the legislation and contacting the 
building department for more infor-
mation. 

In a subsequent email, Morell 
wrote, “If it was a requirement for 
any new portion of the code to have 
a precedent in order to be enforce-
able, then no new portion of the code 
would be enforced, so I’m really inter-
ested to find out why he [Knox] came 
to this conclusion. And, if we find out 
that this portion of the code is in fact 
arbitrary, then we as lawmakers have 
a responsibility to look into amend-
ing it.”

In their letter, the residents chal-
lenged the city’s reasoning for ex-
tending the permit. “New codes could 
never meet this criteria,” it said. “The 
same is true of codes which are up-
dated, since they obviously would 
have no precedent of usage either.” 

“Building Safety isn’t following the 
law,” said Barbara Scott, a signatory 
of the letter. “Nowhere does it say 
these things are up for a discretion-
ary decision. And they didn’t spell out 
their criteria as to how they came to 
that decision. It’s especially egregious 
because of the lack of straightfor-
wardness the ICCHV developers have 
shown.” 

ICCHV neighbors Owen and Hill-
ary Harvey chose to bring up the is-
sue with the Common Council, in 
the form of the letter, reasoning that 
as the city’s legislative body it is the 
Common Council that decides if a 
law is enforceable or not. “If there are 
safety laws in Kingston that are not 
enforceable, then the public is not 
safe, and the [Common] Council as 
the legislative body has the oversight 
to address that,” Owen Harvey wrote 
in an email. 

‘Everything’s set’
Kingston assistant corporation 

counsel Dan Gartenstein’s conten-
tion that work was done on the site 
“is not factual,” Owen Harvey told 
this reporter. The March 10 letter to 
the ICCHV signed by Knox points to 
the ICCHV’s notable lack of progress, 
he said. 

Knox’s letter to ICCHV’s Kear-
ney acknowledges continuing haz-
ards. “Regular inspection of the site, 
particularly following rainstorms, 
is still required with any severe ero-
sion issues corrected immediately,” 
he wrote. “Site safety also remains a 
concern so security fencing must also 
be inspected frequently for stability.” 

The building permit extension fol-
lows a string of decisions made by the 
city to approve the cultural center, 
located in a historic district. Though 
Abeel Street is zoned residential, the 
zoning board of appeals gave the IC-
CHV a zoning variance, claiming it 
abutted West Strand, which is zoned 
commercial (the site is adjacent to 
Company Hill path, which climbs the 
city-owned slope of land above West 
Strand). The city planning board gave 
the project a parking waiver, allowing 
it to have a fraction of the parking 
spaces a structure of that size would 
normally require. The zoning board 
of appeals overruled the city’s Histor-
ic Preservation Landmark Commis-
sion’s rejection of the ICCHV’s plan, 
which had been based on the build-
ing’s large size and failure to conform 
to the historic character of the area. 

ICCHV president Kearney main-
tained the project was on track. “Ev-
erything’s set,” he said. “As soon as the 
state lets us” — presumably this week; 
the state’s prohibition on construc-
tion and other activities due to the 
Covid 19 virus will be lifted on May 
26—“we’ll be ready to go on Phase 
One,” for the foundation and the 
building (an extension of the permit, 
which is for the foundation, would be 
required for the building). Kearney 
declined to provide details, beyond 
mentioning the ICCHV would apply 
for LEED certification. He said the 
project was “fully funded.” 

Tom Hoffay, grants director for as-
semblymember Kevin Cahill, con-
firmed that the state assemblyman 
was still committed to helping fund 
the project. “Our office has been 
working closely with the Irish Cul-
tural Center of the Hudson Valley to 
advance their project and secure the 
state grant for which they success-
fully applied some time ago,” Hoffay 
wrote in an email. “We are pleased to 
learn that the planning process and 
construction preparation is advanc-
ing, that they are seeking the highest 
level of environmental recognition for 
their project -- LEED status =- and 
that they are proceeding apace, par-
ticularly in view of obstacles that they 
have been obligated to overcome by 
individual opponents of the project.”   

Hoffay said he fully expected that 
the state grants secured for the orga-
nization will be fully awarded at the 
appropriate time. “Assemblymember 
Cahill continues to have full faith and 
confidence in ICCHV president Wil-
liam Kearney,  as well as the almost 
exclusively volunteer team of profes-
sional contractors who are demon-
strating great patience and fortitude 
in sticking with this project,” he said.

Rondout resident Scott had a dif-
ferent view of the project. “The gen-
eral problem is the ICCHV has not 
operated in good faith. They haven’t 
been willing to negotiate in terms of 
what the neighborhood would like to 
see. They’ve never had enough money 
to make this a reality. This has been a 
fantasy project.”

D I O N  O G U S T

The excavated site of the Irish Cultural Center in Kingston.



   13May 28, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing

Inside:

Memorial Day story by Erin with two pics 
(22memorial1, 22memorial2)

Saugerties pages -- Banner days in Saugerties 
story by David Gordon (with four pics 22sau-
gertiesparty, 22saugertiesparades1-3); The 
battle for a clear beach story by Gordon (with 
pic 22 harvester); and rest of Saugerties notes
;
Kingston pages – Irish Cultural Center story 
by Lynn Woods (with two pics 22siteofcenter1, 
22siteofcenter2); Kingston school budget story 
by Crispin (with pic 22kingstonschools)

Tillson page -- Tommy Dogs is open in Tillson 
story by Erin (with two pics 22tommydogs1, 
22tommydogs2)

New Paltz pages -- Mohonk Preserve inaugu-
rates its Testimonial Gateway trailhead story by 
Erin (with three pics 22 trailhead, 22gatehouse, 
22mohonktestimonialgatehouseparkinglot) 
Delivery guy story by Fran (with pic cadengan-
zekaufer); New Paltz news notes file (with two 
pics 22parking, 22tulips)

Gardiner page – Kimlin story by Fran, Gardiner 
note (with pic22gardiner)

Woodstock pages – Woodstock Library story by 
Paul (with pic 22onlinemeeting, Woodstock ho-
tels story by Nick (with three pics 22twingables, 
22hoteldylan, 22woodstockway) sidebar about 
Selina by Nick

 

Letter’s pages with point of view box

 

Almanac Joppenbergh Jump book review story 
about  by Fran (with two pics 22morganstern, 
22joppenberghjumpfrontcover)

Almanac Check it out notes (with two pics 
22painters, 22sacredgroundsmetzner)

Night sky column by Bob Berman

Tillson | place

Relish today, ketchup tomorrow

Tommy Dog  
is open for business 
in Tillson

by Erin Quinn

T
here’s a tenth of an 
acre along Route 32 
North in Tillson that is 
almost like a city bor-
ough unto itself. This is 
the triangular swath of 

land that is home to Tommy Hayes’ 
food truck, or as most people just say, 
“Tommy Dog.” 

You can find Hayes, 73, out there 
most days in his lawn chair reading 
the New York Post or a novel when 
he’s not busy slinging hot dogs and 
cheese fries for hungry customers. 
Or he could be chatting with friends 
and neighbors who pass by to grab 
a bite on their way to or from work. 
He could also be seen tending to his 
garden, which has grown over the 
past 25 years since he first decided 
to put up a hot-dog cart on the side 
of the road, not even knowing who it 
belonged to. “Someone had bought 
it from a tax sale, so I rented it for a 
while and then bought it,” said Hayes.

A former resident of Astoria, 
Queens, he found his way to the area 
because his mother was originally 
from Rosendale – and then there was 
that little concert in 1969, known as 
Woodstock that he happened to at-
tend. “When I got back from Viet-
nam, I went to Woodstock,” said 
Hayes, who served as a combat MP 
during the Tet Offensive.

After the music died down, Tom-
my found his way back to New York 
City, He eventually decided to move 
to Rosendale, where his sister, Linda 
Hayes, was living along with their 
mother Jeanne, who owned and op-
erated a hair salon, Smart Set, in her 
home at 177 Main Street.

Hayes worked for various manu-
facturing plants in the area, but when 

the Woodstock concert was mak-
ing its way to Saugerties in 1994, he 
bought and fixed up an old hot-dog 
cart, He then spoke with a woman 
who said he could use her property 
near the concert area. 

“I sold more hot dogs and cans of 
soda than you can imagine,” he said, 
“plus tie-dyed tee shirts.” When the 
concert was done, Hayes kept think-
ing, “What am I going to do with this 
hot-dog stand?”

That’s when he saw that piece of 
property off Route 32. “We used to 
take that hot-dog stand everywhere,” 
said his sister Linda, who works at My 
Market in New Paltz and loves to bust 
her brother’s chops. “He couldn’t do it 
without me,” she said with a smile, sit-
ting at one of his three picnic benches 
next to the food truck and behind the 
garden, which is full of lilies, rose of 
Sharon, daffodils and irises. 

They took that cart everywhere: to 

the Garlic Festival, the Pickle Festival, 
the Rosendale Street Festival, to the 
Strand [in Kingston] for St. Paddy’s 
Day and the Fourth of July celebra-
tions. “When we were at the concert, 
we slept there on the grass overnight. 
It was crazy!”

At that point, Tommy was still 
working all week in manufacturing 
and would operate the hot-dog cart 
on the weekends. In 2005 he found 
an old bread truck on eBay in Penn-
sylvania advertised for $4000. He de-
cided to purchase it, brought it back 
to Rosendale, and retrofitted it to 
serve as a state-of-the-art food truck 
with grills, deep fryers, refrigeration, 
countertops and new flooring, as well 
as a service window and awning. All 
in all, it probably cost him close to 
$16,000. But it’s what he loves to do 
– and it’s what he grew up doing.

Food trucks run in the family
“My father had a food truck in As-

toria, Queens when we were growing 
up,” said Hayes. “He built it himself.” 
When the kids were really little, he 
said, his dad used to have one of those 
bicycle-driven ice-cream carts with 
the block of ice in it.

His dad would take him with him 
and drive the truck in the morning 
to the Queensboro Bridge, where all 
kinds of construction was going on, 
including two new traffic lanes re-
placing the old trolley line on the top 
part of the bridge. 

“We’d sell egg sandwiches and cof-
fee to all of the workers, and then we 
made a route where we stopped by 
the gas stations and parks on the way 
home, Tommy remembered. “We’d 
sell sandwiches and hot dogs.”

Linda Hayes remembers that time 
well: “He’d make us cut all of the on-
ions for his onion sauce in our small 
tenement apartment. My eyes would 
be watering, and we’d go through 
five-pound bags of onions. But his 
sauce was so good. That’s the same 
sauce that my brother uses.”

Hayes said that he did inherit the 
special sauce from his dad, but has 
added his own twist over the years. 

He also offers almost every topping 
one can imagine for an old-fashioned 
New York City hot dog, along with a 
large array of grab-and-go food from 
the grill. If mustard or ketchup isn’t 
your flavor, he has baked beans, rel-
ish, cole slaw, sauerkraut and of 
course, his famous onion sauce.

As she went to the truck to help a 
customer who had just pulled in, his 
sister offered that her brother has “the 
best fish fillet sandwich with tartar 
sauce that I’ve ever tasted.” Hayes also 
serves French fries, cheese fries and 
sirloin burgers; and for the non-meat-
eating folk, there are veggie burgers to 
boot. The top seller is, of course, the 
Tommy Dog, which includes mustard, 
baked beans and cole slaw.

What does he enjoy most about 
working the food truck? Hayes points 
behind him. “I’ve watched these kids 
in the neighborhood grow up,” he 
said. “I knew them when they were 
born until after they graduated. They 
made that sign over there,” he said, 
indicating a homemade sign that 
thanked essential workers on the 
front lines of the pandemic.

‘I have my regulars’
Directly in front of his truck is a 

garish, human-sized plaster hot-dog 
man, wrapped in an American flag, 
squirting ketchup on his head. “I had 
no idea where they came from for 
days,” said Hayes. “I came to open the 
truck one morning, and thought there 
was a kid wrapped in an American 
flag on my lawn. Come to find out, 
some of the employees at the [Mas-
seo’s] nursery across the street saw 
this sculpture laying in the yard ready 
to be tossed out where they were do-
ing some landscaping work. Instead 
of throwing it out, they put it here.” 

These are the kinds of things that 
happen when one owns a hot-dog 
stand in the middle of Ulster County. 
“Everyone wants a picture next to the 
hot-dog statue,” said Hayes.

Now that he’s retired, he keeps his 
truck open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, from the 
first week in March to the first week 
in November. “A lot of my customers 
are townsfolk, people in the trades, 
construction workers, truck drivers, 
salesmen, police officers, people who 
pass by on their way to work,” he said. 
“I have my regulars that I enjoy see-
ing every day, and then on the week-
ends I get a lot of tourists. Last Satur-
day it was so busy! I could have used 
another pair of hands.” 

In fact, Hayes said he has been bus-
ier than ever since the novel corona-
virus health crisis hit, “It’s been pick-
ing up a lot,” he said. “People just kept 
thanking me for opening up, which I 
was happy to do.”

If the number of cars and vans and 
firetrucks that honked their horns as 
they passed are any indicator of his 
popularity, then Tommy Dog is a lo-
cal star. 

“No,” he demurred with his trade-
mark smile, “If I had a buck for every 
beep I get, I’d be wealthy man.” Hayes 
is wealthy, but maybe in a different 
kind of way: He has his plot of land, 
his truck, his rescue dog, his sisters, 
his family. And he is a trusted friend 
to everyone who stops by.  

P H O T O S  B Y  E R I N  Q U I N N

Tommy Hayes and friend at Tommy 
Dogs in Tillson.
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The gates have opened
Mohonk Preserve 
inaugurates 
its Testimonial 
Gateway trailhead

by Erin Quinn

T
he Mohonk Pre-
serve’s Testimonial 
Gatehouse trailhead 
opened just in time for 
Memorial Day weekend. 
The Mohonk Preserve 

had reopened the majority of its trails 
to the public after shutting down 
during the height of the present pub-
lic-health crisis.

“Thanks to the support of donors, 
partners and state and local govern-
ments, Mohonk Preserve has estab-
lished its first new trailhead in 26 
years in the 836-acre foothills,” said 
Kevin Case, newly appointed presi-
dent and CEO. “Featuring the iconic 
Testimonial Gateway tower, this 
brand-new trailhead expands public 
access for people of all ages and abili-
ties to the foothills’ carriage roads 
and trails.” 

The creation of the trailhead off 
Route 299 West at the corner of 
Gatehouse Road in New Paltz is part 
of an estimated $2.72-million project 
that includes an 80-car parking lot, 
EV charging stations, visitor contact 
kiosks, landscaping and restrooms. 

The new trailhead’s signature fea-
ture is the 111-year-old tower itself 
-- a stone edifice with a large formal 
arched entryway to the mountain 
hotel until 1945. The tower was com-
pleted in October 1908 in honor of 
the 50th wedding anniversary of Al-
bert Keith Smiley and his wife Eliza 
Phelps Smiley, co-founders of Moho-
nk Mountain House. 

Prior to the more common use of 
cars as transport, hotel guests would 
arrive via train or trolley from down-
town New Paltz, where they would 
take horse-driven carriages across 
the Wallkill River to check in at the 
gatehouse tower and then be led up 
to Lake Mohonk and the mountain 
house resort itself, nestled in the cliffs 
on the water’s edge. 

In addition to the parking area and 
related trailhead features, part of the 
recent work included maintenance 
on the tower itself, which required 
stabilization of the roof, windows and 
selected masonry restoration. The 
scope of the site-plan also included 
the replacement of the Lenape Lane 
bridge and resurfacing of the Lenape 
Lane carriage road. 

Due to the early opening of the new 
trailhead, the old bridge has not yet 
been replaced. 

To this end, Town of New Paltz 
building inspector Stacy Delarede 
worked closely with Mohonk Preserve 
staff and the town’s engineer and 
highway superintendent to ensure a 
way to provide a safe crossing for visi-
tors to traverse Butterville Road and 
enjoy the sweeping vistas of Lenape 
Lane and the foothills beyond. The 
foothills encompass 836 acres that 
were acquired with the help of the 

Open Space Institute (OSI) several 
years ago. 

“We all understand the impor-
tance of being outside right now, 
and the benefits that has for reduc-
ing stress and health and well-be-
ing which is in demand more than 
ever,” said Delarede. “And I’ve been 
working closely with the Mohonk 
Preserve so that they can open.”  
Delarede said that protective barriers 
along the sides of the old bridge re-
quired a temporary certificate of oc-
cupancy. 

The new trailhead allows members 
and visitors to stroll along the level, 
tree-lined Pin Oak Allee, or continue 
to hike up Lenape Lane through the 
fields of historic Brook Farm. Those 
looking for a multi-use trail with di-
rect access from town can also choose 
to explore the Mohonk Preserve foot-

hills loop of the River-2-Ridge Trail. 
This six-mile trail, created in partner-
ship with OSI and Mohonk Preserve, 
provides a direct pedestrian and cy-
clist link to New Paltz.

“We look forward to welcoming 
members, visitors and the community 
to the Testimonial Gateway trailhead 
beginning on Saturday, May 23,” Case 
said. “We also encourage everyone to 
enjoy our recently reopened Visitor 
Center, West Trapps and Spring Farm 
trailheads.”

The parking lot at the new trailhead 
is expected to fill up early on peak 
weekends. Limited alternate roadside 
parking is available on nearby Pine 
Road, with access at the Upper Duck 
Pond trailhead. 

The trailhead will open daily at 
7 a.m. for Preserve members and at 
9 a.m. for day-use visitors, and will 

close at 7 p.m. Day-use passes and 
memberships will be available for 
purchase at the trailhead. Member-
ships can also be purchased or re-
newed online.

D I O N  O G U S T

G E R A L D  B E R L I N E R 

Above, the Mohonk Preserve Foothills; below, the new parking lot for the Mohonk Gateway trailhead in New Paltz.

WE’RE OPEN!
Spring Is Here!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Bakery • Easter Flowers 

Easter Decorations & Gifts

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
Bakery: Cider Donuts  
made every morning! 

Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream

THE GARDENER’S 
PLACE TO BE!

• Flowering Annuals
• Huge Selection of Perennials
• Vegetable Plants and Herbs
• Trees, Shrubs & Rose Bushes
• Gifts and Supplies for 

Gardening
• Bulk Mulch, Compost  

& Top Soil
We are grateful to be open during 
this unprecedented time and help 

provide groceries to our community. 
We thank our dedicated staff who 
help make this happen. We will get 
through this difficult time together.

The Ferrante Family
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Board hopefuls
Three candidates run 
for two open seats in 
the New Paltz School 
Board election

By Crispin Kott

V
oters residing in the 
New Paltz Central 
School District will 
have three candidates 
to choose from during 
the June 9 school board 

elections.
Local school districts are sending 

paper ballots through the mail, with 
any vote returned by Tuesday, June 
9 at 5 p.m. counting. As in the past, 
budgets falling within the state-man-
dated tax cap will pass with a simple 
majority; spending plans seeking a 
higher local tax increase than the 
state cap would need a supermajority 
of 60 percent or higher.

As for when results in budget votes 
and school board elections will be 
revealed, no one is certain. Though 
ballots will be received sporadically 
over the next two weeks, they can-
not be opened until after the June 9 
deadline.

Budget
The New Paltz Central School 

District’s (NPCSD) 2020-21 
$64,940,103 budget proposal would 
represent an increase of $1,300,103, 
or 2.04 percent, over the 2019-20 
spending plan. The proposed budget 
includes a tax levy increase of 2.20 
percent, or $979,370, which is be-
low the state tax cap of 2.84 percent 
for the district, thereby meaning the 
spending plan would pass if approved 
by a simple majority of voters. 

The district’s state aid is anticipat-
ed to rise by $677,234 to $16,702,533, 
though aid reductions during the 
school year are possible depending 
upon the severity of the lasting finan-
cial impact of COVID-19. 

School Board Candidates (four can-
didates running for two open seats)

Teresa Thompson (Gardiner)
Teresa Thompson is the owner/op-

erator of Main Street Bistro in New 
Paltz. She has been a trustee on the 
NPCSD  Board of Education for the 
past three years. 

What motivates you to want to 
serve on the New Paltz School Board?

Since I moved to the New Paltz area, 
I have been a community servant. 
I have always wanted to make New 
Paltz a better place for the residents 
and children who live here. I have 
served on many varied boards over 
the years and have always enjoyed be-
ing a part of what makes New Paltz a 
unique and inviting place to live and 
work. The New Paltz School Board 
has done many wonderful  things in 
the past three years that I’ve been a 
trustee. We’ve created a magnificent 
Wellness Center at New Paltz High 
School that is thriving, we’ve created 
a Racial Equity Initiative Committee 
that reports to the board and deals 
with issues in regards to defeating 

racism, promoting equity and ensur-
ing that all students are supported 
in our schools, and this year, we are 
adopting a UNIFY athletics program, 
which will enable our special educa-
tion students the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a varsity athletics program. 
These are all amazing accomplish-
ments and I hope to be part of more 
projects that support our students in 
the next three years. 

What skills do you bring to the 
work?

I bring a sense of community, a 
strong work ethic and an inherent 
drive that anything can be accom-
plished. I have worked with many 
groups of people in the New Paltz 
community over the years, and we 
have all done wonderful things when 
people work collaboratively with one 
another. I consider myself an expert 
fundraiser, a skill that I believe will 
become very necessary over the next 
few years. I’ve successfully helped 
raise hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars for local organizations over the 
years and it inspires me to keep mov-
ing forward when I see the benefits 
of that money assist the students and 
residents of New Paltz and the Hud-
son Valley. 

What do you see as the greatest chal-
lenge the district faces at this time?

There are so many challenges that 
have been brought upon us by the 
global pandemic we are facing. The 
district will have to weather this 
storm like every other school district, 
business, community and family will 
have to do. The next few years will 
be difficult. The New Paltz Central 
School District will have to be able to 
pay its bills and provide for our staff 
and students while simultaneously 
keeping our expenses low so as not 
to overburden our taxpayers. With 
rising costs and fluctuating or dimin-
ished aid from New York State, this is 
a real challenge. Navigating distance 

learning will also be a challenge, 
should that continue. Many of our 
students and families are in crisis and 
may need mental health initiatives 
and support when school reopens. 
As a district, we need to be prepared 
for these types of situations, and any 
other situations that will befall us. 

What would you like to see the 
board accomplish over the next few 
years?

I would like to see New Paltz come 
through our present situation and 
thrive. Hopefully, we will all come 
out on the other end of this pandemic 
as stronger, wiser, more empathetic 
people. I see evidence of that happen-
ing already, as neighbors help neigh-
bors, younger people help the elderly 
and our business community assist-
ing those in need. I think the next 
few years will be a collaboration of 
the school district, village and town 
leadership, along with other com-
munity entities, working together to 
provide a more vibrant and enhanced 
environment for its students, fami-
lies and citizens. With a new school 
superintendent entering the district 
on July 1, I see a wide range of pos-

sibilities over the next few years. We 
will certainly be working on our eq-
uity initiatives more fully, and, should 
funding permit, I would like to see 
enhancements to our athletic fields 
and facilities and new advantages for 
our arts, music and drama students 
across the K-12 spectrum. For these 
types of endeavors, I believe it will be 
important to seek grants and private 
funding because we cannot further 
burden our taxpayers. For the imme-
diate future, I am longing for the day 
when we can reopen our schools and 
welcome back our staff and students, 
safely and comfortably. I hope that 
will be soon! 

Questionnaires forwarded to the 
New Paltz Central School District’s 
Board of Education for former trust-
ees Brian Cournoyer and Edgar Ro-
driguez were not returned.

D I O N  O G U S T

New Paltz High School.

SEPTIC & REPAIR
Design • Install • Maintain

Septic Pumping and Cleaning
 Repairs and Replacements 

Cesspool/Dry Wells
Leach Fields • Septic Inspections

Excavation Services
Sewer Pump Service

Engineering Available

Our family business taking care of 
your family's business since 1952

1993 State Rte. 32, Modena
Family Owned and Operated

845-883-5440
www.dawesseptic.com

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations
Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com
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A business for today
Caden’s Delivery 
brings customized 
grocery-shopping 
to New Paltz doors

by Frances Marion Platt

I
n German, the word ganzekau-
fer means “whole buyer,” so may-
be this was a matter of destiny. 
Paltzonians – and those living 
within a dozen-mile radius of 
the town, including Highland 

and Gardiner – now have the option 
of getting their grocery-shopping 
done and delivered by an enterpris-
ing young entrepreneur named Ca-
den Ganzekaufer. His new business is 
called Caden’s Delivery, powered by 
Dumpling. He specializes in visiting 
more than one store per expedition if 
you need a greater variety of products 
than a supermarket carries.

“Whether your order is standard or 
customized, I am efficient, thought-
ful, communicative and prompt,” he 
says on his blurb on the Dumpling 
app. “I pick the furthest expiration 
date on dairy, meat and bread prod-
ucts, and always choose the freshest 
produce available. Whatever your 
grocery needs, I go that extra mile!”

A Long Island native with a degree 
in political science, Caden was lured 
away from an early career as a finan-
cial advisor downstate when he got 
hooked on skydiving. That’s what first 
brought him to the New Paltz area.

“I found Skydive the Ranch, and I 
spent about a year doing the week-
end warrior thing,” he says. ”Then 
I moved here with just my savings 
and got a job at a deli. I was working 
twelve hours a day, going skydiving at 
sunset and feeling really happy with 
that.”

When  a bad landing dislocated his 
shoulder, Caden’s career path forked 
again. “I couldn’t work at the deli 
with my arm in a sling,” he recalls. 
Like many of us during the current 
pandemic, he began working remote-
ly. His mother runs an online coach-
ing service, teaching business skills 
to creative entrepreneurs, primarily 
interior designers. She offered to pay 
for some marketing courses if Caden 
would assist her for a few years. So 
that’s what he did, eventually going 
out on his own as a marketer.

A few months ago, Fortune’s wheel 
took another disruptive turn: the 
breakup of a long-term relationship, 
followed by a personal health cri-
sis. When Covid 19 came to town, it 
was time once again to reinvent him-
self. And this time around, he found 
something he genuinely loves doing, 
to his own surprise: being a personal 
grocery shopper. “I really find great 
joy in it,” he says. “I enjoy waking up 
each day now.”

‘I’d kill for that!’
He tried working as an Instacart 

driver at first, discovering an affinity 
for the work but also some qualms 
about how the company operates. 
The structure, in which one Instacart 
employee places an online grocery 

order with a single store and then 
another acts as the driver, was too 
depersonalized for Caden’s tastes. 
Plus, he notes, the pricing structure 
is shrouded in mystery:

“The customer doesn’t see a physi-
cal store receipt,” he says. “They just 
add a fee to each item, but you can’t 
tell how much.” He began researching 
how to set up his own service, soon 
discovering Dumpling as the app that 
serves as the initial interface with the 
customer.

“I put up a post in the New Paltz 
[Community] Facebook group about 
a month ago, and it just started to 
generate interest,” Caden relates. 
Boy, did it ever: “Would you consider 
Trader Joe’s?” one reader asked al-
most immediately. “I’d kill for that!” 
responded another.

Caden’s Delivery made it happen: 
His first mission to the Scarsdale 
area, where there are three Trader 
Joe’s within a 15-minute drive of one 
another (in case he couldn’t find a 
particular desired item). That was 
last Thursday. “I shopped for four 
families – more than a thousand dol-
lars’ worth of groceries!”

Most of his trips are more mod-
est, with Tops Friendly Market, 
the Health & Nutrition Center and 
Wallkill View Farms among his dai-
ly destinations. He’s a proponent of 
shopping locally as much as possible, 
and “a huge fan of shopping at lo-
cal farmers’ markets.” But would he 
consider a special trip down to some 
Manhattan foodie mecca such as 
Zabar’s or Fairway or Barney Green-
grass the Sturgeon King? “If there’s 
enough interest,” he replies.

What makes Caden’s Delivery spe-
cial is not so much that he makes cov-
eted gourmet items available during 
lockdown, but rather the way in which 
he prioritizes relationship-building 
with his customers, so that he gets 
to know the “patterns” of what they 
want. While shopping, “I’m in con-
stant communication,” he says, check-
ing in with questions about whether 
a substitute is acceptable when a par-
ticular item or brand is unavailable. 
“I’ll get what the person is looking for, 
to the best of my ability.”

He recounts how one client was af-
ter chicken thighs, but they couldn’t 
be found for a couple of weeks run-
ning. And then, while he was shop-
ping for a different customer, “Lo and 
behold, like a shine in the night, there 
they were: chicken thighs. I called 
her up immediately and asked, ‘Want 
me to grab three?’ She wasn’t home 
at the time, so she said just to stop by 
and leave them in the freezer.”

Dedication pays off
Building up this familiarity and 

trust factor counts for much of the 
satisfaction that he’s finding in his 
new Covid-era career. For those who 
are leery about potential contamina-
tion issues, he emphasizes his “really 
strict” protocols for cleanliness.

“I wear a mask every single time. I 
Clorox-wipe the cart and the inflat-
able bags that I use and each item. I 
use hand sanitizer in between touch-
ing things. I keep my car really clean, 
and Lysol the trunk between deliver-
ies. I keep as tight a ship as possible.”

His dedication is paying off in the 
form of a rapidly growing and var-

ied clientele. And every review on his 
app so far awards the business five 
stars. He’s counting on Caden’s Deliv-
ery having legs that last well beyond 
the day when we’re all out and about 
again, now that people are getting 
used to the idea of letting someone 
else be as picky about produce as they 
are: “I’m gonna be here for a long 
time doing this,” he says.

You can check out the process your-
self at https://shop.dumpling.us/ca-
deng562?fbclid=IwAR1tMyTa19AH
TalRS9lOhvsJQwXnNaU4U3P5I5
DhWXQlIxjtpeIEaXEXrRI. There’s 
a base shopping and delivery fee of 
$15, plus 20 percent of the total or-
der. Delivery typically occurs imme-
diately after Caden’s shopping run is 
done, so the perishables are fresh and 
cold, but you can also arrange for a 
particular time when you’ll be home. 
Call 516-287-9783 with questions.

D I O N  O G U S T

Caden Ganzekaufer.
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No power to say no
The Village of New Paltz trust-

ees, wrestling with the longstanding 
problem of how to fairly regulate the 
look of buildings in the community, 
want to tap into the expertise on the 
Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC). The chair of the planning 
board, for his part, is concerned that 
the law as proposed wouldn’t survive 
a legal challenge.

The idea of running architecture 
past HPC members was first floated 
by that commission’s chair, Tom Ol-
sen, in 2018. “We don’t want the 
power to say no,” he told trustees at 
the time. Instead, the HPC wanted 
to provide input into the look of new 
construction and renovations as a 
“consultation.” 

What was agreed during the May 6 
virtual workshop meeting when this 
matter was discussed is that making 
suggestions earlier makes them more 
likely to be implemented, and that 
it’s preferable for developers and of-
ficials alike if no one ends up build-
ing a structure that is widely seen as 
unattractive or out of place. How to 
do that in a way that passes judicial 
review and doesn’t unfairly suppress 
the rights of landowners to develop 
their property is less clear.

— Terence P Ward

Where have the flowers gone?
New Paltz’s Community Improve-

ment Team (CIT) will be raising 
money and hanging  banners on Main 
Street this year. But there may be no 
hanging baskets of flowers, however, 
if there aren’t enough volunteers to 
water them all summer long.

According to town councilperson 
Alexandra Baer, this project involves 
not only the CIT, but also SUNY gov-
ernment classes, the New Paltz Com-
munity Foundation and town work-
ers. 

The students are designing the 
banners and raising funds for their 
printing, which will be collected in 
Community Foundation accounts. 
Highway department staff will see 
them hung. Permission from the town 
board was given to hang the banners 
and organize the fundraising.

Details on what the banners will 
depict were not immediately avail-
able. Baer and Sue Stegen of the CIT 
will write a press release.

Flower baskets have been a com-
mon sight along Main Street for 

many years, but this year the volun-
teers to keep them watered are ap-
parently hard to come by. The baskets 
along the village portion of the street 
have in the past been watered by a 
public-works employee. That may 

not come to pass. Village mayor Tim 
Rogers has warned about dire fiscal 
problems for village government this 
coming year.

— Terence P. Ward

Solar signups benefit Family
New Paltz residents may be more 

amenable to tapping into community 
solar now that their signups will ben-
efit Family of New Paltz. Community 
solar is a way for homeowners who 
don’t have solar panels on their prop-
erties to take advantage of the renew-
able power source. They sign up with 
a local solar farm and get billed di-
rectly for their use of the electricity. 

Current law results in two bills: 
one for the electricity itself, the other 
-- from Central Hudson -- for the dis-
tribution. For nearly every other ar-
rangement, all the billing comes via 
Central Hudson. Town supervisor 
Neil Bettez anticipates this becoming 
the case for community solar at some 
point.

The town board has now cleared 
the way to combine community solar 
with Community Choice Aggregation 
(CCA), the system that ensures most 
residential customers in New Paltz 
save money on their electricity while 
getting it from renewable sources by 
negotiating with providers. Those ne-
gotiations are handled through Joule 
Community Power, the administrator 
for the local CCA plan. 

Residents will soon be able to sign 
up for community solar directly 
through Joule, rather than making 
arrangements directly with commu-
nity solar-farm representatives.

Users will save more money on 
their electricity use. Bettez, who par-
ticipates in community solar, reports 
that he gets another ten percent off 

New Paltz | art

Tulips for Family 

New Paltz-based artist Ryan Cronin earlier 
this year to create an original piece for the annual 
Mohonk Mountain House Tulip Festival, a cel-
ebration of 20,000 tulips bulbs blooming in its 
show garden. A signed print of the original piece is 
being raffled off via the Mohonk Mountain House’s 
Facebook page to benefit Family of Woodstock. 

“It’s super-easy to participate,” according to 
Lauren Peress, director of marketing for Mohonk. 

“Donations are being collected through our Face-
book page. All proceeds go directly to Family.” The 
fundraiser will run through May 31, and the win-
ner will be announced via Facebook direct mes-
sage on June 1.

“So far we have raised $3900, with a goal of 
reaching $5000 in donations,” said Cronin. “We 
have raised the funds in just a few days. It really 
shows how the community rallies together.”

P R O V I D E D

Mohonk tulip painting by Ryan Cronin.

D I O N  O G U S T

Downtown New Paltz on Friday, May 22.

Road to recovery?
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his bill for that reason alone. 
Signing up also results in bo-

nus money, which in this case goes 
through Joule rather than to the cus-
tomer. Instead of putting that $50 for 
each household into the town bud-
get, the town board chose to give it 
to a charitable organization instead, 
selecting Family of New Paltz as the 
recipient.

Residents should expect more de-
tails about how to sign up from Joule 
representatives.

— Terence P Ward

Reopening the economy
In the second virtual community 

meeting to discuss the process of re-
opening daily life in New Paltz, local 
officials responded to questions. How 
might retail stores be safely oper-
ated? Was it possible or prudent to 
keep out-of-town visitors away? Is 
there aid for those unable to pay the 
rent?

Governor Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced on May 23 that the mid-
Hudson region was on track to begin 
the first phase of re-opening May 26. 

One online participant wondered 
why it was possible to shop in a wine 
store but not an art store. While alco-
hol is deemed an essential intoxicant, 
owners of other retail businesses are 
allowed to accept online orders for 
delivery, with restrictions. In some 
cases, the delivery happens to be 
right outside a door or window of the 
business.

A number of questions had to do 
with keeping outsiders on the out-
side: limiting tourists, and other 
county residents to the pool, for ex-
ample. Town supervisor Neil Bettez 
confirmed that admittance to Mori-
ello Pool, if it is opened at all, would 
likely be limited to locals.

Tourists are another matter. “It’s 
important to be able to get outside, 
no matter where you live,” said dep-
uty mayor KT Tobin. Bettez said that 
social-distance rules should be ob-
served at all times. Those guidelines 
are posted clearly throughout the 
community, including in recreation 
areas such as the rail trail. Face masks 
are also being handed out by elected 
officials and police officers, and are 

available at the police station at any 
time. They can be included in a food 
delivery via Food not Bombs.

When will anyone be able to get a 
haircut again? Some have opted to 
give home hair-cutting a go. Jackie 
Cosh, owner of Jem Hair Studio, has 
been working since the shutdown to 
reconfigure her salon’s space with 
new safety concerns in mind.

“I began to remodel the guest ex-
perience immediately,” she said. “I 
switched computer software compa-
nies in order to create a contact-less 
approach [which] will start with an 
automated text 15 minutes before the 
booked appointment.” That software 
will also allow for reservations to be 
made in advance, which will now be 
expected. 

Many other changes will be im-
plemented, said Cosh. All Jem styl-

ists have been certified in the latest 
industry sanitation standards, and 
Cosh is watching new regulations 
and recommendations closely.

— Terence P Ward

Cancelling rent?
A member of the New Paltz village’s 

Landlord-Tenant Relations Council, 
Nadia Mulvihill, asked about “cancel-
ling rent.” 

“It’s the first thing I think of every 
morning,” agreed village trustee Alex 
Wojcik. Bills on the topic have been 
circulating in Albany. Wojcik was not 
specific on how rent might be “can-
celled” in these bills. 

Her concern was that eviction, in 
her experience, can lead to greater 
challenges in renting for years to 
come. After what she characterized 
as a “wrongful eviction” that hap-

pened to her “a long time ago,” Wojcik 
said she had to get five references to 
secure her current apartment.

Ed Burke, another member of the 
Landlord-Tenant Relations Coun-
cil, gave a landlord’s perspective. He 
noted that there were already protec-
tions in place, such as a halt on evic-
tions statewide and the use of secu-
rity deposits can be used to pay rent if 
one is experiencing hardship. He also 
noted that cancelling rent “would 
have a negative impact on tax col-
lections, and put municipalities and 
school districts in an even tougher 
position.

Ulster County executive Pat Ryan 
has announced an initiative to pro-
vide rental assistance to those of low 
and moderate income.

“I’m on both sides of this coin,” said 
Burke. Two of his sons with apart-
ments in other parts of the state have 
been using them for the past two 
months as “expensive storage units.” 
Even when the goal is “to do right by 
people” in dire circumstance, some 
would use this situation to promote 
political agendas. “This is not an is-
sue that can be viewed in a silo or a 
vacuum,” Burke said.

— Terence P Ward

New Paltz | community

New signage at trail
The Open Space Institute, 
in coordination with Wallkill 
View Farms and the Town of 
New Paltz, have posted ad-
ditional signage along Route 
299 to clarify the designated 
parking for trail users and re-
inforce guidelines for respon-
sible recreation during this 
public-health crisis.

OSI reinforced to users that 
the Wallkill View Farm’s park-
ing lot is not a River-2-Ridge 
Trail parking area and should 
not be used by visitors look-
ing to access the trail. The 
River-2-Ridge Trail’s desig-
nated trailhead and parking 
area at 41 Springtown Road 
has a 45-vehicle capacity. If 
the parking area is full, visitors should return at 
another time or day. 

The newly posted signage emphasizes guide-
lines:

• When on the trail, wear masks, observe the 
recommended six-foot social distance from others, 
avoid contact with high-touch surfaces, and don’t 
gather at trail kiosks, gates, or parking areas. 

• Park in the River-2-Ridge Trail’s designated 
parking area. If the trail is busy or the parking 
area on Springtown Road is full, please come back 
at a different day or time. 

• All users must stay on the trail at all times and 
respect trail neighbors and their property. 

• All dogs must be leashed, and owners should 
arrive prepared to pick up after their pets.

C O U R T R E S Y  O F  T H E  O P E N  S P A C E  I N S T I T U T E

The River-to-Ridge Trail’s designated parking area located at 41 
Springtown Road in New Paltz.
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Gardiner | community

‘This is not the wild, wild West’
Gardiner’s planning 
board rips Kimlin 
Propane for expansion 
prior to approval

by Frances Marion Platt

A 
long-established 
family business in Gar-
diner, Kimlin Energy 
Services, has run afoul 
of town officials by 
forging ahead with site 

expansions and improvements before 
obtaining permits to do so. Respond-
ing to noise and other complaints by 
neighbors of the propane storage and 
distribution facility on Steve’s Lane, 
Gardiner’s town planning board 
came down hard on the company at 
their May 19 meeting, even raising 
the prospect that previous site-plan 
approvals could be revoked.

Founded as Kimlin Propane by 
Douglas Kimlin in 1982, the firm now 
services customers in seven coun-
ties with his grandson Max Kimlin 
as president. The company was rep-
resented at the virtual meeting by 
attorney Jennifer Gray of Keane & 
Beane, PC, Patty Brooks of Brooks & 

Brooks Land Surveyors, PC, and en-
gineer Andy Willingham. 

Citing a 2014 approval by the town 
of a plan to move Kimlin’s customer 
parking outside an existing fenced-
in area “for safety,” Brooks explained 
that the company’s pending applica-
tion to expand the parking lot and 
create a new truck exit on the wester-
ly side was intended to create “a more 
efficient and orderly site” in terms of 
ingress, egress and circulation. The 
new plan also calls for replacement 
of an 18,000-gallon propane stor-
age tank with a 32,000-gallon tank, 
which Brooks said was necessary be-
cause demand was increasing.

The site had passed a percolation 
test needed to move its septic system 
from the southwest to the northwest 
corner, Willingham added. Brooks 
acknowledged that an earthen berm, 
intended for noise reduction, had 
been built in 2009 on land belonging 
to the Wallkill Valley rail-trail, and 
said that part of the new plan was to 
reposition it onto Kimlin property.

Planning board chair Paul Colucci, 
who lives nearby the site, wasn’t buy-
ing the explanations for an urgent 
need to move ahead before the new 
site plan was approved. Stating his 
intent to “stop the unruly lawlessness 
that has been going on since I don’t 

know when,” he accused the appli-
cant of never having shown up at the 
meeting at which the plan was sup-
posed to be considered and of having 
“commenced with improvements” 
without permission. 

This had gone on, Colucci said, 
despite multiple visits by Gardiner’s 
code enforcement officer to deliver 
stop-work orders. Kimlin had exhib-
ited “blatant disregard for the town 
code, not to mention blatant disre-
gard for the neighborhood,” accord-
ing to the chair.

“Reckless behavior”
From his personal observations 

and the feedback he got from other 
Gardinerites, Colucci said, the single 
biggest ongoing problem with the 
Kimlin site has been noise, with truck 
deliveries regularly occurring late at 
night in defiance of the town’s noise 
ordinance. “My phone and computer 
have practically crashed today,” he 
said, “overloaded with public com-
ment from neighbors on this applica-
tion. There’s an uproar that this ap-
plicant is going to be expanding.”

Several other members of the plan-
ning board joined in on the censure. 
“We see how the reckless behavior of 
the applicant has undercut the pro-
cess,” said Ray Sokolov. Calling the 
situation “somewhat disturbing,” Josh 
Verleun questioned whether there 
had already been some “unauthor-
ized filling of wetlands” adjacent to 
the site. 

“In all my years on this board, I’ve 
never met someone who has such 
blatant disregard for local law and 
public responsibility as this appli-
cant,” declared Keith Libolt. He ref-
erenced an incident in which Kimlin 
had failed to rectify an “emergency 
warning system [that] was complete-
ly inoperative,” in violation of federal 
regulations for fuel-storage facilities.

The board’s consulting attorney, 
Kristin Pratt of Young Sommer, LLC, 
read a memorandum from Andrew 
Millspaugh of Sterling Environmen-
tal Engineering, PC, summarizing 
his review of the environmental as-
sessment form (EAF) accompany-
ing the application for an expansion 
that Kimlin submitted in August 
2019. Among the concerns that the 
environmental consultant cited were 
possible stream disturbance, en-
croachment on federally designated 
wetlands, and impacts on possible 

habitat for the endangered bog turtle.

Application deemed incomplete
The list of permits from county, 

state and federal agencies needed for 
the work to go forward was substan-
tial. “This application is going to be 
deemed incomplete and not advance 
any further until they are obtained,” 
Pratt stated.

Millspaugh’s list of recommenda-
tions included site inspections, a noise 
study, and an updated site plan. He 
urged the planning board to obtain 
proposals from at least two bidders 
and hire an “independent third-party 
with specific experience in bulk-pro-
pane storage facility compliance” with 
federal laws regulating such business-
es. Colucci agreed that it would not 
be adequate to rely on the applicant’s 
own consultant, Hiltz Propane Sys-
tems, to review such compliance.

“This is not the time for an expan-
sion,” argued board member Carol 
Richman. “So far they’re not even in 
compliance with local law and their 
permit.” She suggested a “bifurcated” 
approach, in which the board would 
ensure compliance with the terms of 
previous permits before even consid-
ering allowing additional changes to 
be made. “Let’s see if the public can 
be happy as their neighbors.”

Richman noted that the town code 
provisions for “Implementation, En-
forcement and Revision of Proposed 
Site Plans” conferred the power of re-
vocation of previously issued permits 
in cases where an applicant has over-
stepped the bounds of what was ap-
proved: “A site-plan approval may be 
revoked by the planning board that 
approved it if the permittee violates 
the conditions of the site plan ap-
proval or engages in any construction 
or alteration not authorized by the 
site-plan approval.” Her goal, Rich-
man said, was not to force Kimlin to 
dismantle work already done without 
a permit, but simply to bring the firm 
into full compliance.

Colucci agreed, and called for a site 
visit by the planning board and the 
code enforcement officer on May 22 
to determine the current state of re-
development. “It’s time that your cli-
ent is aware that this is not the wild, 
wild West,” he warned the Kimlin 
representatives in attendance. “Your 
[2014] approval may be revoked. 
Take back this message to your client. 
Bring them back to Section 220.68E.”

Gardiner | library

Writing for teens

The Gardiner Library will host a three-week virtual 
poetry and prose writing series for Teens with Pheobe North 
via Zoom beginning on Tuesday, June 2 at 5 p.m. The class 
continues to meet on June 9 and 16, and costs $45 for the se-
ries. Those interested should e-mail Nicole Lane at nlane@
rcls.org for the Zoom link and payment instructions. In this 
class series,each one-hour class will begin with a writing 
warm-up, then students will have the opportunity to share 
and receive feedback from their peers. Students will also have 
the opportunity to share works in progress if desired.

P R O V I D E D

Phoebe North.

It !
through

the

wilderness
845-688-7200

info@lazymeadow.com
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Woodstock | library

Ever closer  
Woodstock Library 
bonding will be 
discussed in June 

by Paul Smart

T
he Woodstock Li-
brary’s been one of the 
more contentious library 
districts in the region, 
battling for support as 
dreams of a space to 

match its reputation rise into the mil-
lions of dollars.

How’ve they been doing during the 
pandemic and its quarantine mea-
sures? The number of people on the 
digital meeting May 21, some pic-
tured and others watching silently, 
reached a couple of dozen. Things 
started off with a minute of silence 
for “reflection on why we’re here,” in-
cluding the library’s service to their 
community. A Tibetan prayer bell 
knelled at the silence’s end.

Public be Heard was short. Gay Le-
onhardt, co-author of a comprehen-
sive survey of community responses 
to the library board’s plans to replace 
the library’s current building that 
received nearly 750 responses three 
years ago (but was never accepted by 
the library board), asked whether the 
board would be voting to put a bond 
up for voting in November. The board 
replied that such a matter would be 
discussed at their meeting in the lat-
ter half of June. 

Leonhardt asked about a memo-
randum of understanding she’d 
heard was in the works between the 
library board and town board. Would 
discussion be opened up, when the 
time comes, “so everyone feels free to 
speak.”

Library board president Dorothea 
Marcus said any discussion of the 
MOU would be “premature” at the 
moment. There’s “been nothing sub-
stantive yet,” and not even the boards 
involved have been made of discus-
sions.

Much of the first hour of the meet-
ing was taken up with discussion of 
the library’s plans for reopening in 
the coming months, which are in line 
with protocols for libraries. Talked 
about were the construction of plastic 
barriers at the check-out desk, train-
ing for all staff on new systems and 
pandemic safety, a phase of curbside 
service for those ordering materials, 
and then visitation to the library by 
appointment.

Nastiness has become toxic 
Librarian Jessica Kerr noted how 

“everything’s been really weird” since 
the board’s last online meeting in late 
April. She pointed out how with bet-
ter analytics the library’s collection 
can be weeded to allow for more e-
books and less works that don’t circu-
late much moving forward.

“MHLS will restart lending hen all 
44 of its libraries are ready,” she add-
ed. “Reopenings will be coordinated 
by county.”

After noting the library’s needs re-
garding face masks, plastic gloves, 
hand sanitizer and other materials 

moving forward, Kerr brought up a 
recent letter to the editor that she felt 
was close to libel and felt like harass-
ment.

“The nastiness surrounding this li-
brary has become so toxic it’s not ap-
propriate,” she added. “We’re trying 
to serve our community.”

Town board member Laura Ricci 
chimed in about how those in any po-
sition in Woodstock “needs to build a 
thick skin” since people in Woodstock 
“can be less than wonderful.”

Subsequent discussion suggested 
the matter be moved to the library 
board’s communications and person-
nel committees. 

Subsequent discussion of bud-
get matters reiterated that Kerr has 
been working part-time this year, 
and yielded to the building com-
mittee’s report on what’s happening 
with plans for a new library, which is 
nearing the end of a design and de-
velopment phase that’s paid out over 
$130,000 to architect Stephen Tilly, 
and $45,000 to a cost consultant.

Board member Howard Kagen, 
who heads the building committee, 
spoke about talk of savings through 
pre-fab elements for construction. 
Tilly has offered a “pause” in pay-
ments due to the pandemic’s eco-
nomic collapse, and is working to 
establish a sense of non-construction 
costs for the new library in the com-
ing week. The idea, he added, would 
be to “have the numbers coming in 
from this phase be within x percent-

age of what the goal will be before we 
go out to bid.”

Ideas for the library’s future
In a separate discussion after the 

meeting, former library board mem-
ber John Ludwig, a leading figure in 
the ad-hoc group Library Alliance 
that has opposed the methodology 
and goal of the library board’s re-
placement plans, pointed out dis-
crepancies between the board’s esti-
mates of a replacement cost and what 
he’s figured would cost upwards of $7 
million. 

Ludwig, who served as the chair-
man of the Woodstock Planning 
Board for years, particularly ques-
tioned the library board’s lack of 
transparency regarding its plans, as 
well as their inability to work with 

community ideas for the library’s fu-
ture. He noted their ignoring of the 
2017 survey they had originally wel-
comed, as well as the fact that they’ve 
made only two presentations on Til-
ley’s architectural plans, and the re-
placement’s overall cost, since sum-
mer of 2018.

The unanswered questions raised 
last week about bonding and a mem-
orandum of understanding with the 
Woodstock town board are interre-
lated. The library would have to put 
up a bond through town auspices, 
despite being a special library district 
that operates autonomously, and the 
MOU would be necessary to allow for 
the library’s request to circumvent 
the process of board approvals, and 
their cost.

To date, the library has raised ap-
proximately $200,000 toward its 
building plans, plus a large match-
ing grant for construction purposes, 
should they get there. As a special 
district, the library is guaranteed ap-
proximately $660,000 per year, even 
should their budget be voted down by 
the public.

“You’d think they would present 
their plans enthusiastically to the 
town board, to the chamber of com-
merce,” Ludwig said. “I don’t think 
they have the money for what they 
want to do.”

The next full library board meet-
ing, where a decision regarding 
bonding for the controversial build-
ing plans has been promised for dis-
cussion, is set for 7 p.m. on June 18. 
Further discussions of those matters, 
and the slander worries Kerr raised, 
were expected to come up either this 
Thursday, May 28, at a Communica-
tions Committee meeting set to start 
at 7 p.m., or at a Building Committee 
meeting set for June 7 at 4 p.m. 

Contact Jessica Kerr at the library 
to get virtual access to library board 
meetings.

D I O N  O G U S T

Woodstock Library Board online meeting.
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strong
If you find what we’re doing valuable, 
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ensures independent local journalism will 
thrive in the Hudson Valley for years to 
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Trust, but verify

Woodstock considers 
Selina’s partial 
opening of cabins

by Nick Henderson

A
mid the presently di-
minishing pandemic, 
the beleaguered Selina 
Woodstock seeks per-
mission to salvage at 
least part of the 2020 

summer tourist season. The town 
board is considering a memorandum 
of understanding, or MOU, to allow 
international hotel and resort opera-
tor Selina to open a limited number 
of cabins at least temporarily on the 
former Woodstock Lodge property it 
purchased about two years ago.

Three cabins would accommodate 
18 adults in all.

The Selina Woodstock project has 
been in limbo since the purchase. 
Last summer, the town’s zoning 
board of appeals ruled building per-
mits had been issued in error. Since 
then, Selina representatives have 
met with the planning board to try 
to resolve ongoing issues with the 

property going back to former own-
er Michael Skurnick, who proposed 
changes to the property and aban-
doned his plans. Selina sued former 
owner Skurnick for misrepresenting 
the status of the property and assur-
ing them all permits were in place. 
They were not.

Supervisor Bill McKenna said only 
three buildings are affected by recent 
decisions, and the rest of the property 
can be used. He said about 14 build-
ing could be operated.

“Their only alternative is to chal-
lenge the town over their right to op-
erate, and frankly, they’d win,” McK-
enna said.

MvKenna believes Selina want to 
be paer of Woodstock. “I think they’re 
kind of in shock as to how everything 
went down and generally they want 
to be part of the community,” McK-
enna said.

Under temporary operations, Se-
lina Woodstock would require all 
guests to complete a questionnaire 
stating they have no symptoms and 
have not been exposed to anyone with 
Covid 19. 

McKenna briefed the Planning 
Board at its May 21 meeting about 
the MOU discussion. “I think it gives 
the town more leverage over them to 

make sure they operate in a way that 
makes sense for the neighbors and 
propertyowners,” he argued.

McKenna said despite the issues 
with the property, he’s optimistic the 
MOU is the right move.

“We’ve all been burned by the own-
ers. I’m a little cautious, but they’re 
saying the right thing,” he said.

“The fact they’re not fighting us 
on this and making a legal brouhaha 
indicates to me they’re trying to be 
good neighbors.”

Planning Board member Conor 
Wenk said the lines of communica-
tion need to remain open. “This is 
what happened with Michael [Skur-
nick],” Wenk said. “It seemed like 
things were relatively amicable, then 
we stopped hearing [from them].”

The board agreed with Wenk’s sug-
gestion that Selina meet with them 
before the MOU is signed.

“The last thing we want is for them 
to fall off the earth once the MOU is 
issued.”

Planning board chairman Peter 
Cross said Selina needs to get started 
on engineering to hook up to town 
water and sewer, something it had 
discussed last summer. There are 
many septic tanks scattered through-
out the property, some of which are 
not mapped.

McKenna said while Selina seemed 
to have backed off the water hookup, 
they are amenable to sewer connec-
tions. “Trust, but verify,” planning 
board member John LaValle said, re-
peating the phrase made famous by 
former president Ronald Reagan.

Woodstock | lodging

Summer influx inevitable
Woodstock area’s 
small hotels and 
B&Bs regroup 

by Nick Henderson

T
he opening of hotels 
is a bit of a sore spot with 
Woodstock town super-
visor Bill McKenna, who 
recently implored gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo to 

stop or limit short-term rentals often 
listed on sites like Arbnb.

The number of active cases in 
Woodstock peaked at 31 and is now 
down to four, according to the latest 
information from Ulster County.

McKenna said it was perfectly fine 
for people from the city to come up as 
long as they are staying in place. Still, 
he respects hotel operators’ rights to 
open as that category of business was 
never made part of the state order. 
“I hope they’re advising their guests 
to practice social distancing and 
wear masks,” he said. “I appreciate 
that people want to get out, but they 
should have masks on,”

He noted a large number of people 
in town on a recent weekend with-
out masks. “People have to realize if 
they’re not smart, we’re going to be 
right back where we started,” McK-
enna said.

Here’s a progress report about 
what’s been happening at six local 
lodging places that serve Woodstock-

area visitors: Twin Gables, The Gra-
ham & Co., The Woodstock Inn at the 
Millstream, Woodstock Way, Hotel 
Dylan, and Selina.. 

Twin Gables
It was shaping up to be a great first 

season for Azie and Travis Shelhorse, 
new owners of Twin Gables in Wood-
stock. Then the pandemic hit, and 
turned their plans and those of other 
hotel and bed-and-breakfast opera-
tors upside down.

The Shelhorses were hoping after 

six months of renovations they could 
welcome guests for the busy summer 
season. “We were hoping for the end 
of April or the beginning of May,” 
Azie Shelhorse said.

Hotels and guest houses like Twin 
Gables considered essential busi-
nesses, but many decided to play it 
safe and stay closed until they had 
plans in place to keep employees and 
guests safe. “We immediately closed 
and sent everyone home,” said Shel-
horse, who had planned to spend the 
summer there. “But now we feel the 
only safe way to reopen is to just al-
low limited quarantine crews to rent 
the home in its entirety.” Plans are to 
reopen on June 20.

“We’re having to rethink every-
thing.” That includes nixing the 
breakfast buffet and instead offering 
a selection of menus for restaurants 
in town that offer take-out service.

To cut down on people coming in 
and out, Twin Gables must be booked 
for a minimum four-day stay. The 
house will be fully sterilized between 
guests.

Plans are in the works to make sure 
staff has very limited interaction with 
guests. They are working on an app 
for check-in. The third floor, which 
was formerly attic storage space, was 
converted to an open meditation stu-
dio.

“We’re not offering daily house-
keeping. Rather than do that, we’re 
just going to do the 24-hour steriliza-
tion in between,” said Azie. “We have 
boxes with hand sanitizer and masks.”

She feels that a lot of people are try-
ing to escape the city and come and 
be more isolated.” Shelhorse seemed 
sympathetic to the concerns of some 
locals about an influx of people com-
ing from the city. However, she un-
derstands people need an escape. 
“We don’t want to discourage people 
from coming, but we’re trying to keep 
them safe,” said Shelhorse.

D I O N  O G U S T

Hotel Dylan in Woodstock.
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She and her husband Travis live in 
New Jersey/

Twin Gables was open during the 
recent renovations, and Shelhorse 
believes this is the first extended time 
it has closed since 1926. It was shut-
tered for a week to install sprinklers, 
she said.

The Graham & Co,
Martin Torres and Joe DiThomas 

are going through a similar transfor-
mation at The Graham & Co., a 20-
room hotel in Phoenicia. It officially 
reopened Memorial Day weekend, 
and bookings are limited to a few 
rooms at a time, said Torres. About 
40 percent of the rooms are out of 
commission.

Even though he could probably sell 
out on a busy summer weekend, Tor-
res is playing it safe with enhanced 
cleaning procedures. “We’re going 
into the rooms and spraying every-
thing down,” Torres said. And by we, 
he means himself to start, so he can 
keep employees safe. “I don’t want 
them to do anything I wouldn’t do, 
so I’m going to go in and spray them 
down.”

Torres ordered two ultraviolet 
lights that will run in the rooms for 
30 minutes to aid in the disinfecting 
process.

Initially, the Graham limited stays 
to at least five to seven days, but now 
is allowing for three-day weekends. 
“We’re putting buffers and the begin-
ning and end of the stay,” he said, al-
lowing for time to do deep cleaning.

Torres said he is part of a Facebook 
group of lodging operators who are 
trying to put egos aside and share 
ideas about what is working.

Woodstock Inn
The Woodstock Inn on the Mill-

stream reopened May 26 with lim-
ited occupancy. All rooms will be 
deeply cleaned and disinfected be-
tween stays, according to a message 
from innkeeper Karen Pignatero on 
the property’s website. The lobby is 
closed and check-in is done online. 
Guests will be provided with a list of 
restaurants in town offering takeout.

Woodstock Way
Woodstock Way, a series of cabins 

nestled among Tinker Street, Neher 
Street and Sgt. Richard Quinn Drive, 
opened the week of May 11. Several 
rooms are booked for the coming 
weekend, according to the booking 

section of the website. 
The hotel touts a flexible reserva-

tion policy with no-charge cancella-
tion up to 72 hours before the check-
in date. Guests will use a mobile 
check-in a lockbox system to avoid 
contact, and housekeeping will only 
be done on request.

Hotel Dylan
The 22-room Hotel Dylan, a bou-

tique establishment in Glenford on 
the outskirts of Woodstock, reopened 
May 8 with limited bookings for Fri-
day and Saturday nights. Rooms are 
taken out of service for 48 to72 hours 
between guests for deep cleaning.

Selina
Selina, an international hotel and 

resort operator, which recently pur-
chased the former Woodstock Lodge, 
is applying for temporary approval to 
operate three cabins accommodating 
18 adults. Selina’s attorney, Steven 
Barshov, said guests will have to com-
plete a questionnaire and will not be 
allowed on the property if they exhibit 
symptoms or admit to having been in 
contact with someone who has Covid 
19. The town board is considering a 
memorandum of agreement allowing 
them to operate on a limited basis.

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

Left, Woodstock Way; right, Twin Gables.
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Onteora | election

Three candidates for three seats
Candidates file 
petitions for the 
Onteora School Board 
election on June 9

by Crispin Kott

O
nteora voters are 
being asked to ap-
prove three candidates 
on the ballot for three 
seats on the Onteora 
Central School District 

Board of Education.
Local school districts are sending 

paper ballots through the mail, with 
any vote returned by Tuesday, June 
9 at 5 p.m. counting. As in the past, 
budgets falling within the state-man-
dated tax cap will pass with a simple 
majority; spending plans seeking a 
higher local tax increase than the 
state cap would need a supermajority 
of 60 percent or higher.

As for when results in budget votes 
and school board elections will be re-
vealed, no one is certain. Though bal-
lots will be received sporadically over 
the next two weeks, they cannot be 
opened until after the June 9 deadline.

Budget
On Tuesday, May 26, the Onteora 

Central School District’s School Board 
(OCSD) adopted a $57,938,542 bud-
get proposal, an increase of $535,044, 
or 0.93 percent. The local tax levy 
increase in the budget proposal is 
$1,117,748, or 2.56 percent, under the 
maximum allowable under the state 
mandated cap for the district, mean-
ing the budget will pass by a simple 
majority of greater than 50 per-
cent. The budget proposal includes 
a $20,000 line to support the public 
library. 

State aid overall is expected to rise 
by around $14,000 to $9,283,995, 
though expense driven aid is expect-
ed to fall by $47,648 to $880,591. 
Further reductions in state aid are 
anticipated during the school year 
depending upon the lasting financial 
impact of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. While the budget proposal was 
crafted pre-pandemic, school officials 
and the Board of Education have in-
cluded a series of potential savings 
in their budget presentation, includ-
ing a reduction of transfer to capital 
($750,000), holding off on building 
repair ($150,000), elimination of a 
bus purchase ($122,000), a review of 
non-instructional and instructional 
staffing, and increasing 2019-20 un-
appropriated fund balance to use in 
2020-21. 

School board candidates 
(three uncontested seats)

Laurie Osmond (Willow)
Laurie Osmond is a real estate 

agent and a video producer/editor. 
She was first elected to the Onteora 
Board of Education in 2008, and has 
served continuously  since then. She’s 
currently the board president, and 
has served as both president and vice-
president in  the past, as well as on 
various committees.   During her ten-

ure on the board: “I have been part 
of successfully negotiating contracts 
with our unions and supervising the 
creation of yearly budgets consistently 
approved by the voters to support stu-
dent excellence, the arts, sports and 
innovation by our dedicated and tal-
ented staff.   I’ve helped craft policies 
that have abolished a racially insensi-
tive mascot, banned the Confederate 
flag, increased bilingual communica-
tion with our immigrant families, and 
created a framework for our thriving, 
empowered student government.  I’m 
proud to have been part of selecting 
our superintendent, Victoria McLar-
en, to lead the district into the future.”

What motivates you to want to serve 
on the Onteora School Board?

My mother was a school teacher 
and an immigrant who believed in 
the power of learning and of explor-
ing the world, both inner and outer.   
I value the high-quality, multi-faceted 
education that Onteora offers its stu-
dents.  I want to be a part of creating a 
forward-thinking, vibrant experience 
for young people that reflects this 
wonderful, extraordinary place that 
we get to live in.

What skills do you bring to the 
work?

As both a real-estate agent and 
small business owner, I understand 
the intricacies of negotiation, bud-
geting and scheduling. As a producer 
with a background in film and tele-
vision marketing and promotion, I 
know how to synthesize ideas, com-
municate them and help them be-
come reality. I like to think that the 
different aspects of my professional 
life have also honed my interpersonal 
and leadership skills.

What do you see as the greatest chal-
lenge the district faces at this time?

Right now, the greatest challenge 
is how to resume in-person schooling 
and transportation with increased so-
cial distancing and health monitoring 

in the face of drastic budget cutbacks.  
The federal government needs to step 
up and prioritize education, along 
with aiding state and local govern-
ments, instead of playing politics with 
our children’s futures. The coronavi-
rus pandemic has upended education 
as we’ve known it and also shone a 
spotlight on the inequities that exist: 
financially, socially and technologi-
cally.  We need to figure out how to get 
our kids back into a nurturing, sup-
portive environment where they can 
learn safely.  There’s a lot of talk about 
the “new normal” and right now there 
are more questions than answers. I 
think the conversation is not about 
“how do we go back to where we 
were?” but given the chance to view 
things through a fresh lens, asking, “is 
there a better way to do this that we’ve 
not considered?”  It’s not about going 
back, it’s about moving forward, and 
school districts everywhere will need 
the financial support to do so.

What would you like to see the board 
accomplish over the next few years?

 I would like to see our board contin-
ue to work together for the best possi-
ble start in life for our kids.  There are 
a lot of challenges to navigate in such 
a large geographic district and we’ve 
been looking at how our buildings are 
utilized and configured.   We’ve been 
discussing revising our homework 
policy for years, and I think it’s time 
we confront the stresses and inequi-
ties that too much work assigned for 
home can create.    Healthcare costs 
are out of control, and we all have 
to engage with our state and federal 
elected officials to advocate change 
there. I think the next few years will 
be a transformative time, and I look 
forward to working to create as much 
positive change as possible.

Bennet Ratcliff (Bearsville)
“After spending three decade as a 

political consultant, I now devote my 

time to writing.   Two of my non-fic-
tion essays on angling have appeared 
in  the Woodstock Times. In 2015, I 
volunteered to serve on the Onteora 
School Board’s Wifi Task Force. In 
2016, I was appointed to fill a vacancy 
on the board and subsequently won 
a special election to fill the remain-
ing year of the term. In 2017, I won a 
regular election for a full term.  Dur-
ing these terms, I am proud of the 
work the school board has done to 
provide an outstanding education to 
all of our children while continuing 
to meet the financial challenges that 
public schools face. We selected a new 
superintendent to lead our district, 
successfully negotiated strong union 
contracts, and improved the educa-
tion climate by replacing a racially 
insensitive mascot, banning the Con-
federate flag, and expanding student 
government among other initiatives.”

What motivates you to want to serve 
on the Onteora School Board?

Our communities are filled with 
amazingly talented young people and 
a dedicated corps of educators who 
commit their professional lives to 
providing learning opportunities for 
every child.  In addition to our strong 
academics, I am honored to support 
efforts like our amazing music pro-
grams, our growing theater arts, our 
literary and journalism activities and 
our girls’ and boys’ sports teams. On-
teora students are worthy of every-
one’s time and attention. 

What skills do you bring to the 
work?

As a child of a lifelong public school 
teacher, I learned to value education 
as a path to betterment. As an advi-
sor to diverse clients from President 
Bill Clinton to His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama of Tibet, I learned that dedica-
tion to serving others is its own re-
ward. A lifetime pursuing brook trout 
taught me patience, persistence and 
the imperative of catch and release 
fishing. I hope I bring all of these 
skills to my work on the school board.

What do you see as the greatest chal-
lenge the district faces at this time?

Providing an excellent and equita-
ble education to every student in the 
face of declining enrollment, reduced 
financial support and increasing 
health insurance costs is our district’s 
greatest challenge. How we accom-
plish this has become even more dif-
ficult in the face of a global pandemic 
which brings new challenges to edu-
cation, mental health and physical 
health and safety.

What would you like to see the board 
accomplish over the next few years?

I hope the board will find innova-
tive ways to provide the necessary 
resources for our students and dis-
trict to continue to succeed.   I look 
forward to the community dialogue 
that comes when talented people join 
together to overcome seemingly un-
reachable goals.

Emily Sherry (Woodstock)
Emily Sherry is the co-owner of 

Provisions Restaurant & Catering, 
COO of the Table at Woodstock, a 
community program feeding local 
residents with no-cost meals. 

(She did not return the candidate 
questionnaire)

D I O N  O G U S T 

Onteora Junior-Senior High School.
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Letters, columns & op-eds

Library’s smear tactics 
I was astounded by the May 21 

Woodstock special district library 
board meeting. A board member 
called people “trolls,” referring to 
those who voice disagreement with 
the board’s library tear down plan. 
He stated that the Woodstock Times 
is unlikely to make a comeback, hence 
the “trolls” will no longer be given a 
voice. To see the loss of a local paper 
as advantageous is repugnant. This 
from the people who argued that only 
a special district library can protect 
free speech! I guess their concept of 
free speech is limited to speech that 
agrees with their plans. 

They questioned whether said 
“trolls” actually use the library. I cer-
tainly had been a frequent library user 
and was on the verge of volunteering 
when things blew up a few years ago. 
The Friends of the Library feel free 
to make personal attacks on people. 
One mild example: I was mocked for 
suggesting that Census data be used 
when making their library building 

plan. I noted an ongoing population 
decline since 1960, along with an in-
creasing senior citizen demographic. 
A Library Friend questioned my in-
tellectual capacity to understand 
Census data. That Friend then argued 
that Census figures are “meaningless,” 
that her summer walks through town 
show “tons” of people. While Friends 
make nasty remarks with impunity, if 
one talks back, they scream loud and 
long that they are being victimized. 

Sensationalist accusations have 
been made against opponents of the 
tear down. These have been repeated 
so often, like an echo chamber, that 
many townspeople believe them. It’s 
an old, effective tactic.

By the circulation desk, in front 
of staff and the public, the director 
accused me of wanting staff to lose 
their jobs. I adamantly want staff to 
keep their jobs. Is it any wonder that 
I stopped frequenting the library? 
I’ve always delighted in libraries, full 
of treasure to be discovered. I miss 
browsing the stacks. I still pay the li-
brary tax. But now I buy used books 
through AbeBooks, which supports 
literacy programs. 

I must say there have been a couple 
of library staff that remained impar-
tial and helpful throughout. Cheers 
to them! 

The board’s building committee 
previously noted that as a special dis-

trict, they are their own jurisdiction. 
Hence, they do not need other gov-
ernment approvals when carrying out 
their building plans. Now they plan 
to build a book barn on the old laun-
dromat site, next to the stream. They 
observed that the site is in a flood 
plain, so the foundation must be four 
feet high. What adverse impacts will 
building have on the stream? 

There was discussion about the li-
brary’s recourse to remarks by those 
they deem “trolls.” Imagine any gov-
ernment entity making the argument 
that questioning their actions is un-
acceptable and perhaps punishable. 

Carol Anderson 
Woodstock

Teresa Thompson is 
running for a seat on the 
New Paltz School Board

My name is Teresa Thompson, and 
I am running for a seat on the New 
Paltz School Board. I have served on 
the New Paltz School Board for the 
past three years, and would be hon-
ored to serve the community, stu-
dents and families of New Paltz for 
another three years. 

I am a 30-year resident of Gardiner 
and a two-time graduate of SUNY 
New Paltz, earning a Bachelor of 
Arts in Communications in 1989 and 
a Master of Arts in English in 1996. 
My husband Doug and I have owned 

and operated the Main Street Bistro 
in New Paltz since 1993, and prior 
to this, I was employed as an ad-
vertising executive and writer at the 
Poughkeepsie Journal. My daughter 
is a New Paltz graduating high school 
senior this year and will be attending 
Salve Regina University this Septem-
ber, and my son is currently a junior 
at Ithaca College. 

I am the vice-chair of the Regional 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation at 
New Paltz and also sit on the boards 
of the New Paltz Athletic Association, 
New Paltz Arts in the Schools and 
the New Paltz High School PTSA. In 
2017, I was humbled to receive the 
“Excellence in Service Award” from 
both Senator John J. Bonacic and Ul-
ster County Executive Michael Hein. 

I am very proud of the work that 
our Board of Education has done 
these past three years, and I would 
love to continue this important work. 
Three initiatives I am most proud of 
during my tenure as a board trustee 
are the development of the New Paltz 
High School Wellness Center, the 
creation of REIAC (Racial Equity Ini-
tiative Advisory Committee) and this 
year, the addition of a UNIFY sports 
team, which will enable our special 
education students the amazing op-
portunity to participate in a varsity 
athletics program.

The next few years will be diffi-

Point of view

Under 18 during Covid 19
There are so many questions to 
which there are no answers yet. 
When will I be able to take the SAT? 
Will college applications be pushed 
back this fall? Will I get to go on col-
lege tours? Will I have a job this sum-
mer? When will I be able to hug my 
friends again? 

I have asked myself all of these 
questions so many times, and every 
time I’m met with the same fruitless 
answer: I don’t know. As teenagers, 
we’re already living in an emotional 
amusement park, and riding hor-
monal roller coasters almost every 
day, and for almost three months 
now, our entire world has been 
turned upside down.

Going to school during the week 
(whether we liked it or not) provided 
structure to our lives. Sports practice, 
other extracurriculars, or just going 
home after school gave us something 
to look forward to at the end of day. 

For some, school was a safe haven. 
A place to escape a chaotic home 
life, or even a source of food that 
was heavily relied on. But perhaps 
the most important part, and the 
thing that has impacted me and my 
friends the most, has been the social 
isolation. Birthdays, holidays, prom, 
graduation, the beginning of another 
summer -- all of which now have to 
be celebrated alone. We don’t get do-
overs on our 16th birthday, or our se-
nior prom or high-school graduation. 

What I’ve found to be the most 
common trend in the way that young 
people feel right now is unmoti-
vated. And why not? No real school, 
no sleepovers, no teenage antics, not 

even a date that we can look forward 
to to know when this will be over. It’s 
bittersweet to think about the future 
right now, but it’s one more thing that 
we can do to remind ourselves that 
this will not last forever. 

Every day is a toss-up. Sometimes 
it’s all too easy to succumb to feel-
ings of loneliness and longing for 
normalcy. We are still adjusting to a 
massive social change, and that takes 
a very long time, especially when it’s 
all you’ve known for nearly 13 years. 

Wake up, go to school, come home. 
Repeat. There may be more in be-
tween, but it’s the only daily cycle 
that us teenagers have had in our sys-
tem. When that cycle gets broken so 
abruptly and you have no other expe-
rience to draw on, your brain can go 
into panic mode pretty quickly. 

Distance learning has brought an 
epidemic of its own; that being the 
absolute soul-sucking boredom that 
comes with learning through a com-
puter screen. Teachers and students 
alike have suffered symptoms of this 
illness, including stopping and start-
ing any work about twelve times 
before completion, either excessive 
amounts or not enough sleep and the 
occasional recurring thought of: “I 
wonder what would happen if I just 
went into a coma ...” 

Personally, I am part of the crowd 
that has had a very difficult time 
with the closure of school. I miss ev-
erything about it. Like many of my 
friends, I found immense comfort in 
the hustle and bustle of the school 
day. I embraced the work and reveled 
in the breaks. I also participated in 

many extracurricular activities. and 
each of them filled me with a differ-
ent kind of motivation and dedica-
tion. 

It’s easy for my generation’s strug-
gle in this pandemic to be under-
estimated. For a generation so in-
terconnected through the Internet 
and social media, we have ways of 
communicating with each other that 
didn’t exist the last time a global pan-
demic struck, but that doesn’t make 
the absence of a hug, a kiss or even a 
high five any easier to handle. 

We can manage a few social-dis-
tance meetings here and there, but 
it’s not the same. Facetime can’t al-
ways compensate for face-to-face. 
It’s scary to be so utterly confronted 
with yourself, especially when you 
don’t have yourself totally figured out 
yet. There is so much time and emp-
ty space for thought that our minds 
wander through infinite amounts of 
places, some darker than others. The 
best thing that we can do for our-
selves as young people during this 
time is to try our hardest to not lose 
ourselves, but rather to find a little bit 
more of ourselves instead. 

— Shayne Durkin

The writer is a 16-year-old student 
at Onteora High School, and this fall 
“I will be starting senior year. I love 
school, particularly English, music 
and Spanish. I want to attend college 
to become an ESL teacher. I’ve been on 
the editing staff of my school paper 
for going on two years, and I regular-
ly write both news articles and edito-
rials for the paper as well.” 
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cult ones for our community. We will 
all need to work together to ensure 
our students, families and residents 
are supported in every way possi-
ble. With probable cuts to state aid, 
school districts will be facing difficult 
decisions. Now, more than ever, our 
Board of Education needs to work 
collaboratively with our district and 
community leadership to ensure a 
healthy, safe and stable environment 
for our students and staff, while si-
multaneously being extremely mind-
ful of the financial implications to our 
taxpayers. 

This year’s New Paltz school bud-
get and board of education vote will 
be done entirely by mail via absentee 
ballots. You will receive your ballot 
in the mail and it must be returned 
by Tuesday, June 9. In closing, I hope 
that you and your loved ones are 
healthy, safe and well and I look for-
ward to seeing you around our won-
derful community soon!

Teresa Thompson
Gardiner

Claudia Andreassen 
for Town Justice

I have worked as a mediator for 
several years in the Saugerties Jus-
tice Court with Judge Claudia An-
dreassen. In the years I’ve worked 
with Claudia, I have found her to be 
compassionate and fair with sensitiv-
ity to the challenges and situations of 
those who come before her. She un-
derstands the effects of her rulings on 
each person and thus treats all with 
respect. Her knowledge of the en-
tire judicial system, developed from 
her past profession in the probation 
system, has prepared her well for her 
position on the bench.

I have seen her laugh with some 
litigants and I have seen her demon-
strate the ability to handle those who 
are a little argumentative or unhappy 
with the judgment. Claudia has an 
earthiness, an openness, a respect of 
litigants and a comfort in the court-
room.

As a mediator, I’d like to put in a 
word for having one in the court 
for small claims cases. While many 
courts do not have mediation avail-
able, Claudia has shown her respect, 
support and understanding of the 
value of the mediation process. Of 
this I am grateful, since I too see the 
effects mediation can have on those 
involved….and I like doing mediation 
as well! With a busy court schedule, 
this helps take some pressure off the 
judge.

Claudia has been a court judge 
and a strong presence in the com-
munity of Saugerties. I believe with 
the many traits of a good judge she 
should again be the next town jus-
tice. I have appreciated the years I’ve 
worked with Claudia. I support Clau-
dia in this endeavor. Since every vote 
counts, please come out and show 
your confidence by voting for Claudia 
Andreassen for Town Justice. 

Arzi McKeown
Saugerties

In the minds of humans 
Doctors, nurses, healthcare folks of 

every kind have shown their heroic 
importance during these times of Co-
vid 19. Their places on the frontlines 
are seen by us in the media. I tell you 
this so you will not think what I say 
next is diminishing their role in our 
fight against the pandemic. 

The veterinarian is more impor-
tant to our future heath. That’s right, 
the vet, who takes care of our cats, 
dogs, cows, sheep and pigs as well as 
all other animals. Those who treat 
the animal world will most likely be 
the first to sort out where these pan-
demic viruses started. The immune 

systems of wild animals are often the 
first host. What I have heard is that 
the bat is possibly where the Covid 19 
made its transition from animals to 
human animals. 

What is overtly obvious to us all 
is that the animal kingdom is being 
wiped out at an alarming rate. The 
endangered species list is quickly be-
coming the extinction list. If we in-
clude insects that are being killed off 
by the chemical sprays we use in ag-
riculture, the list grows much greater. 
Those facts are ignored by businesses, 
corporations, starving Third-World 
countries, and educated, conscious 
people. 

The actual birth of the pandemic 
started in the human mind before the 
bio virus in wild animals. At the very 
point humans were able to conquer 
survival, a mutation began occurring 
in their minds. It was first noticeable 
when the hunter began killing more 
animals than he, his family and tribe 
could eat. 

It takes only a little imagination to 
see where this led once we reached 
the industrial revolution and the ani-
mal extinction moved into full swing. 
Some refer to this as upsetting the 
natural balance of the living earth. 
I think what happened was humans 
began believing they were smarter 
and more deserving than all other 
animals, and that they should be the 
kings of the animal kingdom. 

What we are facing today all began 
in the minds of humans. Therefore, 
the vaccines we seek today need to 
spiritually and morally broaden our 
view to include the healing of all liv-
ing things, or we will be only delaying 
the inevitable. 

So when you pet your cat or walk 
your dog, ask them what they think, 
is the vet more important than your 
doctor? 

Larry Winters 
New Paltz

Win a Woodstock election 
Have a write-in candidate, who did 

not have sufficient time to conduct a 
proper campaign, as your opponent. 

Howard Harris
Woodstock

Vote for Claudia Andreassen 
in the June 23 primary

I support Claudia Andreassen for 
Saugerties Town Judge. She has many 
years of experience on the bench. 
She is a kind, caring and thoughtful 
person. I thankfully have never been 
on the other side of the bench when 
Judge Andreassen was presiding, but 
one of my children was for a speeding 
ticket. My child said that in the court-
room Judge Andreassen was person-
able and easy to talk to. She did not 
make my child feel like a criminal, 
rather that they were the only per-
son in the court. We need this type of 
professionalism in our Town Court. If 
you are able, please vote for Claudia 
in the June 23 primary. Experience 
counts.

Mike MacIsaac
Saugerties

Please wear a mask 
To everyone who is out in public, 

say taking a walk on the fabulous 
Ashokan rail-trail and not wearing a 
mask, here is what you ought to know.

My mother died from the corona-
virus. She was in a nursing home and 
one of her care workers came in con-
tact with someone out in the public 
who was infected and wasn’t wear-
ing a mask. You do know that’s how 
this virus spreads -- people who are 
infected and don’t know it are out in 
public without a mask spreading it to 
people caring for the most vulnerable 
and susceptible to this illness.

And for those not wearing masks 
for political reason, to make a state-
ment, the people you are helping kill 
are actual people. They were born 
and lived long lives and have lifetimes 
of memories, friends and loved ones 
to cherish for as long as possible.

People not accepting or under-
standing this is what killed my mom, 
who was healthy and had no major 
health issues other than mobility 
and may have had another good ten 
years . Please wear a mask when out 
in public.

Glenn Kreisberg 
Woodstock 

High-quality broadband 
Many of us in Ulster County have 

observed our own school-age children 
and college students or have been 
listening to neighbors and friends 
weigh in on how their kids have fared 
the past two months with the abrupt, 
Covid-forced distance learning from 
schools. 

Some students -- mostly indepen-
dent, highly motivated learners -- 
have prospered academically, at least. 
Others, whose skills and inclinations 
suggest they need social and support-
ive arrangements in schools to suc-
ceed, might have struggled with the 
online lessons our admirable educa-
tors have created in short order. Na-
tionally, we’re having critical debates 
about the extent to which online 
learning can or should be woven into 
future K-12 classes and about the tu-
ition charges higher education should 
demand for off-campus semesters.

These debates are moot for the 
many families whose neighborhoods 
and regions are poorly served by 
broadband. These students without 
a quality Internet connection are 

doomed to fall behind their more 
privileged peers. 

Fortunately, Ulster has been well-
served by its state and congressional 
representatives who have worked 
diligently to use the power of gov-
ernment to bring broadband to our 
underserved, often rural areas. State 
senator Jen Metzger has introduced 
bills that require the Public Service 
Commission to “study the availability, 
affordability and reliability of high-
speed Internet and broadband access 
in New York State and produce a de-
tailed access map on its website that 
indicates internet service by location.” 
Another would require the PSC to be 
a more effective watchdog on inter-
net providers, especially those with 
monopolies, to ensure they meet re-
quired standards. Congressman An-
tonio Delgado successfully pressed 
the Federal Communications Com-
mission to direct federal funding to 
Ulster for broadband after it initially 
deemed the county unqualified.

Metzger and Delgado are examples 
of elected representatives who have 
kept their promises to improve the 
lives of the people who elected them.

Tom Denton
Highland

Apples for health
Please join us in displaying a New 

York health apple! 
For all of the essential workers 

right now, and for so many who have 
lost their jobs and health insurance, 
let’s show our support by fighting to 
guarantee their healthcare.

Please keep this going by making a 
picture of an apple(s), with “Pass NY 
Health Act” on it and post it at your 
house where people will see it. We 
suggest a front window, front door or 

ACCIDENT AND INJURY 
ATTORNEYS

Michael E. Catalinotto
Michael E. Catalinotto, Jr.

Adam T. Mandell

Representing Victims of  
Accidental Injury or Death in the 

Saugerties Community for Over 50 years

CALL TODAY 246-3668
3154 Route 9W, Saugerties NY 12477

www.maynardinjurylaw.com

Maynard, O’Connor, 
Smith & Catalinotto, LLP
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on your car. Also, take a picture of it 
to send out to your friends and con-
tacts explaining its purpose. Please 
use social media to spread the word!

Let’s spread these apple images all 
over the state so that our policymak-
ers and governor will notice them!

Joanna Dempsey
Alex Passas

NY Health Act committee 
from Ulsteractivists.org

Remember our veterans
As we prepare for the reopening 

of our community, veterans, service 
members and families will need ev-
ery resource available to assist them 
as we move forward. We feel this is 
the appropriate time to announce 
Vet2Vet of Ulster County.

The Hudson Valley Center for 
Veteran Reintegration (HVCVR) in 
partnership with Mental Health As-
sociation in Ulster and Ulster County 
Veteran Service Agency (VSA) proud-
ly announce the launch of VET2VET 
in Ulster County, sponsored by the 
PFC Joseph P Dwyer peer support 
program. This milestone is accred-
ited to the many stakeholders that 
recognize the needs of our Ulster 
County veterans and their families, 
along with our active-duty service 
members. 

In 2015, we began our journey by 
connecting with the veteran com-
munity to develop a program that 
bonded veterans with a shared idea, 
building kayaks and providing peer 
support. The support of the veter-
an community and military service 

members started a trajectory that has 
led us to formulate a strategy that in-
corporated purpose, dignity, respect 
and honor. 

These words represented solidar-
ity, commitment and provision to 
addressing the needs of the military 
community. Throughout this process, 

we were strengthened by the Hud-
son Valley community and the many 
leaders that saw our purpose and vi-
sion, which further developed and 
grew our organization. 

Our goal never strayed from its 
mission, which focuses on helping 
veterans recognize their self-worth 

and rediscover their strength and 
assist in their reintegration. We will 
continue to stand united with our 
community partners and never forget 
the support we have received to help 
realize our goal. 

Finally, the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer 
peer support program began by the 
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A ruby throated hummingbird.

Seeing eye to eye

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Woodstock Tree Care
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.

We are also Tree Removal experts. 
Working in the area 25 years!

Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
Office: 845-679-3200

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

CASEY & SONS 
FLOOR SANDING

FINISHING
“Serving the Community  

For Over 45 years”
Kingston, NY
845•336•8555

STOVES & FIREPLACES

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 or (845) 679-8932

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
Trucking & Excavating

• Trucking • Excavating • Driveways • Lawns
Bulk Landscaping Materials

• Topsoil • Mulch • Stone • Sand • Shale...
Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

THE JOY OF BUILDING
New construction, additions,  

renovations, and historical restorations

MARK PERITZ  •  845 399-3080   
 jobconco@gmail.com • thejoyofbuilding.com

Lawn Mowing & 
Snow Plowing 

   (845) 679-CUTT (2888)

CLEANING SERVICES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION

GARDEN CONSULTING

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

LEGAL SERVICES

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

UNPAID RENT?  BILLS? CAR PAYMENTS?
EVICTION OR FORECLOSURE NOTICE?

BANKRUPTCY CAN HELP!! REASONABLE FEES, PAYMENT PLANS
CALL 845 338-2139 or EMAIL sirag1951@gmail.com

FREE PHONE CONSULTATIONS,
LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN GOTTLIEB

721 BROADWAY SUITE 112 KINGSTON, NY 
Over 20 years experience in bankruptcy 

INSULATION, LEAF REMOVAL, GUTTERS,  
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING & CARPENTRY

We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.

845-514-3953 • 518-929-6369

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722

RECREATION

peregrine8@hvc.rr.com – www.woodstocknytrails.com

MINDFUL PROPERTY
Management & Maintenance
Francesca Ortolano – Property Manager

Donny Kass – Property Maintenance
Organized – Reliable – Meticulous

845.657.4180–O  845.389.0969–C  mindfulproperty77@gmail.com
55 Years Combined Experience

READY FOR SPRING?
Soil Testing Available Now

Biological Food Garden & Farm Soil Testing
Organic-Regenerative Soil Balancing

Compost Tea – Biodynamic Preps
Testing – Education – Consulting
Ross 845-825-7657

ASHOKAN STORE-IT
Ask about our long term storage discount

 5x10  5x15  10x10  10x15  10x20  10x30
 $40  $50  $70  $90  $110  $150

Cell Phone (845) 389-0504
845-657-2494 • 1 Ridge Rd. Shokan, NY 12481

STORAGE

5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200 — 5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722CS CONSTRUCTION

Roofing • Siding • Decks • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
All Phases of Home Improvement 

— Free Estimates —
Chris Shauger   f550diesel@msn.com

Houtman Rd., Saugerties, NY 845-750-7038

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

5 weeks $75  |  845-334-8200
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recognition of policymakers under-
standing and identifying that the vet-
eran community is strong when they 
are united. HVCVR will never forget 
the first time they took part in a Hud-
son Valley veterans’ task force meet-
ing. This was the day we realized the 
true strength of our community and 
partners. We will never forget, and 
will always strive to live up the stan-
dard they have set.

Kevin Keaveny
Town of Ulster

Vote again for Edgar for trustee 
of New Paltz School Board 

The current health and financial 
crisis compel me to once again ask for 
your vote to be a trustee of the New 
Paltz Board of Education.

At the moment, we face the great-
est programmatic and funding crisis 
in the history of our school district. 
At the same time, it can be an oppor-
tunity to re-imagine our district and 
to transform our school district for 
the better. We will have a new school 
superintendent on July 1; we have 
four new principals without tenure 
and several other new administrators 
appointed in the past year or two.

However, this transformation can-
not be done in isolation without also 
re-imagining public education and 
school funding at the State and Fed-
eral levels

If you re-elect me on June 9, I am 
committed to the following:

• I will work to eliminate NY State 
school property tax as it exists and 
model the funding system of other 
states like California, Florida, etc.

• I will work with the Legislative 
Committee of the New Paltz BOE and 
community to seek funding changes 
at our State and Federal level. For 
example, I will seek to tax the super-
rich at the Federal and State level to 
pay their share of taxes.

• There is no reason to keep corpo-
rate tax rates at the lowest level since 
1968. Consequently and for example, 
I will advocate for a penny tax on ev-
ery stock transaction in NY to fund 
public education. All together there 
are at least 14 proposals to make bil-
lionaires pay a fair share of taxes.

• At our local level, I will advocate 
to streamline our budget in an eq-
uitable and transparent manner by 
seeking consensus for programmatic 

changes and using our current finan-
cial resources to do more with less. 
The pain will have to be shared at 
every level of our district while assur-
ing everyone that we will be OK. The 
school administration will be respon-
sible for bringing their educational 
model and reduced budget in several 
options for approval by the New Paltz 
BOE.

In the meantime, I will advocate to 
pass our new budget on June 9 be-
cause if our district voters do not ap-
prove the proposed school budget on 
June 9, the administration will have 
to develop a reduced budget with 
dire consequences for a later date re-
vote. In this latter scenario, whether 
I am on the board or not, I will use 
my knowledge and experience in 
the past financial crisis of the 1970s, 
1980s and 2010 to guide our ship in 
an new equitable direction. The lat-
ter crisis led me to run successfully 
a second time in 2010 for the School 
Board and actually I helped steer our 
district out of financial and program-
matic trouble. I will seek a transpar-
ent partnership with the community, 
board, staff and students to re-imag-
ine our educational and funding sys-
tem. I commit to working for this be-
cause I firmly believe that as a school 
community, we must use the crisis to 
make structural changes to our soci-
ety, our state and our local schools. I 
will lead the district to being better 
off in the long run.

I served for six years from 2007 to 
2013. I also have a deep knowledge of 
our institutional history and opera-
tions because I volunteered from 1973 
to the present in many school groups, 
committees and activities. During 
the last 47 years I have been deeply 
involved in the educational programs 
of our four-school buildings because 
of my personal responsibility for the 
education of my own three children 
and many children that I formally for 
years have represented as a Volunteer 
Family Advocate for Concerned Par-
ents of New Paltz.

Please check your home mail this 
week for a ballot for the New Paltz 
BOE election and budget vote and 
return it immediately in the pre-
stamped envelope by 5 p.m., Tuesday, 
June 9, 2020. 

If you have any questions, please 
feel free to call me at home (845) 255-

9652. Thanks for considering me to 
be on our New Paltz School Board!

Edgar Rodriguez
New Paltz

United we stand, divided we fall!
 Last night, I heard on the news that 

many beaches around the country, 
including the Daytona beaches, were 
crowded, and very few people there 
were wearing a mask. I listened as 
the interviewer questioned the may-
or about the reckless defiance of the 
crowd with regard to social distanc-
ing. I felt a righteous anger toward 
those people on the beach, and how 
their selfishness was possibly going 
to cause more deaths of older folks 
down the road, when they all fly back 
to their respective homes, and inad-
vertently pass on the virus to inno-
cent and unsuspecting families and 
friends. The line of questioning por-
trayed Americans as good or bad and 
as us or them. But then, in spite of my 
initial reaction, I started thinking of 
a more useful angle for the media to 
consider in their future coverage. 

This is America, the land of the 
brave and the free. For over 100 years 
people from all around the world have 
dreamed of coming to America to ex-
perience that land of freedom and op-
portunity And America has benefit-
ted greatly from so many immigrants 
who have made contributions to our 
country, and have been able to raise 
the standard of living for themselves 
and their families. Their offspring 
have grown up with that freedom and 
opportunity, and have added so much 
to our American way of life. They, as 
well as the offspring of  generations of 
American-born families, know noth-
ing but that freedom! 

But now the pandemic has taken 
almost 100,000 American lives in 
such a short time and this is clearly 
an ongoing tragedy. There is no ques-
tion about this. But it’s also impor-
tant to remember that our strength, 
over the last century, has come from 
the attitude of freedom and oppor-
tunity. And for the first time in over 
100 years we are now experiencing 
lockdowns, harsh restrictions to our 
normal way of life and a growing 
fear of closeness to other folks. Our 
whole country has been shut down 
for almost three months now, and al-
though it may be irrational and un-

thinking, I believe that most people 
are not necessarily focused on being 
defiant or in denial. They are all just 
exploding with the desire to experi-
ence the freedom that they were born 
and raised with. That explosion to get 
out to the beaches and celebrate free-
dom is at our core as Americans.

I do not have a great answer for the 
untenable situation our country finds 
itself in. But we, and especially the 
media, need to find better and more 
creative ways to discuss the ongoing 
problem. Otherwise, the media is 
simply playing right into the hands 
of our current administration, which 
has done everything in their power to 
divide us. “United we stand, divided 
we fall” is not just a title of a song. It’s 
also the truth.

Marty Klein
Woodstock

Legislators, get back to work
I’m surprised and disappointed 

that the New York Legislature isn’t in 
session and working in the middle of 
a global pandemic. We have less than 
a month left in the legislative session 
and they haven’t passed any bills to 
protect democracy and public health 
during this crisis. 

I support passing S8015A (Biaggi) 
and S8130 (Myrie), which would en-
sure people can apply for an absentee 
ballot electronically and vote from 
the safety of their homes so as not to 
risk spreading or catching the coro-
navirus. Our elected officials need 
to tell us when they will get back to 
work by voting remotely. 

November 3, 2020 is the biggest 
election of our lives, and our state 
legislators must be part of the solu-
tion of protecting democracy and 
public health. I encourage readers 
and neighbors to email them, saying 
to do the right thing and get back to 
working to protect our democracy. 

Dr. Lori Morris
New Paltz

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC 

HEARING WILL BE HELD BY THE TOWN OF NEW 
PALTZ ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS, TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ, COUNTY OF ULSTER via WebEx ON:

DATE: June 10, 2020
TIME: 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the 

matter can be heard. 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION OF: 
ZBA 20-50, Homeland Towers, LLC and Ve-

rizon Wireless, for 60 Jansen Road, New Paltz, 
SBL # 86.8-2-16, is seeking a Use Variance for 
relief to locate a personal wireless service facility 
consisting of a 150-foot monopole with a fenced 
equipment compound at the base as the facil-
ity is proposed outside of the Town’s Wireless 
Overlay District. This matter has been classified 
as a Type I action under the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”). 

This meeting will be held via WebEx. All inter-
ested parties may attend the meeting by calling 
the telephone number as follows: 1-408-418-
9388. Access Code: 796 957 568. Password: 
1234

The application and supporting documents 
are available for public review on the Town of 
New Paltz website, Committees – Zoning Board 
– Current Items Under Review, found at http://
www.townofnewpaltz.org. 

At 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, the public hearing will be 
opened and the Zoning Board of Appeals will ac-
cept comments from all interested members of 
the public. The public hearing may be closed or 
continued at the Zoning Board of Appeals’ discre-
tion. 

In accordance with Executive Order 202.1 
issued by New York State Governor Andrew 
Cuomo on March 12, 2020 suspending the New 
York State Open Meetings Law (Article 7 of the 
Public Officers Law) to the extent necessary to 
permit public bodies to meet and take actions 
without permitting in public in-person access to 
meetings and authorizing such meetings to be 
held remotely by conference call or similar ser-
vice, physical attendance by the public at the 

meeting will not be permitted. The public may 
view or listen to the meeting via WebEx as set 
forth above and a recording of the meeting will 
subsequently be made available on New Paltz 
Government Meetings YouTube channel the 
following day: https://www.youtube.com/chan-
nel/UCx_gKl1M_G1YAumRIihs__Q/videos

The Town of New Paltz will make every ef-
fort to assure that the hearing is accessible 
to persons with disabilities. Anyone requir-
ing special assistance and/or reasonable 
accommodations should contact the Town 
Clerk. All interested parties are invited to 
attend. 

ALL PARTIES FOR OR AGAINST SAID SUB-
JECT WILL BE GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
BE HEARD IN RESPECT TO THIS APPLICA-
TION. 

Pat Atkins, Secretary, Town of New Paltz Zon-
ing Board of Appeals 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS: Sealed proposals 

will be received, publicly opened and read at the 
Ulster County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair 
Street, 3rd Floor, Kingston, NY 12401 on Thurs-
day, June 11, 2020 at 3:00 PM for Decon-
tamination Services, BID #RFB-UC20-028. 
Specifications and conditions may be obtained 
at the above address or on our website at www.
co.ulster.ny.us/purchasing.

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS: Sealed proposals 

will be received, publicly opened and read at the 
Ulster County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair 
Street, 3rd Floor, Kingston, NY 12401 on Thurs-
day, June 11, 2020 at 3:00 PM for Decon-
tamination Services, BID #RFB-UC20-028. 
Specifications and conditions may be obtained 
at the above address or on our website at www.
co.ulster.ny.us/purchasing.

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed propos-

als for RFSOQ-UC20-030 MIXED INCOME 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT – GOLDEN HILL 
KINGSTON, NY will be received on or before 
Friday, June 26th, 2020 at 4:00 PM at the 
Ulster County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair 
Street, 3rd Floor, Kingston, NY. Specifications 
and conditions may be obtained at the above ad-
dress or on our website at www.co.ulster.ny.us/
purchasing

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing

LEGAL NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAUGERTIES TAX COLLECTION 

NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that I will receive taxes 

at the Village Office in the Municipal  Building, 43 
Partition Street, Saugerties from June 1, 2020 
to and including July 1,  2020 from 8:00am to 
4:00pm excepting Saturdays and Sundays, dur-
ing which period  taxes may be paid without pen-
alty, or a check or money order mailed to me 
at the  address below. TAKE FURTHER NOTICE 
that on all such taxes remaining unpaid after  July 
1, 2020 five percentum (5%) will be added for 
the first month and an additional  one percen-
tum (1%) each month or part thereof until paid. 
All property upon which tax  remains unpaid on 
April 1, 2021 will be advertised for sale in con-
formity with the  provisions of the General Village 
Laws of the State of New York. A $35.00 service 
charge will be imposed for all returned checks. 
INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS: The first and second 
installments (1/2 of tax) can be paid without in-
terest up to and including July 01, 2020. After 
that date, including installment payments (1/2 of 
tax) must include  interest at the rate of one per-
centum (1%) for each month or part thereof until 
paid. You  may be eligible for Senior Citizens Tax 
Exemption. For information contact the Village  
Treasurer at 845-246-2321 ext 2.

Paula Kerbert
Village Treasurer
43 Partition Street
Saugerties, NY 12477

LEGAL NOTICE
ULSTER FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1
MEETING OF BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION-

ERS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Fire 

Commissioners of the Ulster Fire District No.1 
in the Town of Ulster, County of Ulster, State 
of New York, will hold a regular meeting of the 
Board of Fire Commissioners on Tuesday, June 
2, 2020 commencing at 7:00 p.m. The meeting 
will be held in a remote format, using the “Zoom” 
application.  

All meetings of the Board of Fire Commission-
ers of the Ulster Fire District No. 1 are open to 
the public; however, in accordance with Execu-
tive Order 202.1 of 2020 issued by Governor 
Andrew Cuomo in response the Coronavirus 
COVID 19 crisis, the public will not be permitted 
to enter the Fire District office and Fire District 
building. The meeting will be opened to the pub-
lic by means of remote audio access. To receive 
instruction with the access number and code to 
the meeting, at any time prior to the meeting, 
you may contact Secretary Suzanne Reavy at 
845-853-3686 or email at sreavy1975@gmail.
com. 

This access code will permit the public to lis-
ten, but not to comment, as this procedure com-
plies with the Open Meeting Law as temporarily 
suspended and amended by the Executive Order. 
If any member of the public after listening to the 
audio broadcast of the meeting wishes to submit 
a comment, he or she may do so by sending 
the comment in the form of an email to the Fire 
District Secretary at the following email address: 
sreavy1975@gmail.com. Any such comments 
will be considered as correspondence at the next 
meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners.

This notice is being publicized and posted in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 104 of 
the Public Officers Law of the State of New York.

By order of the Board of Fire Commissioners 
of the Ulster Fire District No. 1.

Dated: May 22, 2020, Town of Ulster, New 
York

Suzanne Reavy
Secretary 
Spring Lake Fire District 

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Woodstock Planning Board will 

be having a Virtual Meeting Thursday, June 
4, 2020 at 7 pm

legal notices

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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Almanac Weekly | book review

Fun for local readers
Magical-realist Rosendale springs to life  
in Mark Morganstern’s The Joppenbergh Jump

by Frances Marion Platt

R
osendalians and visitors to the town mostly know Mark Morganstern as 
the music-booking half of the husband-and-wife team who has run the Rosendale 
Café since the early 1990s. It’s an appealing, airy-but-funky space in which to have a 
vegetarian meal, sample microbrews and/or listen to a performer who seems far too 
prestigious to bother with a venue in such a dinky upstate town. Musicians like to 
play the place, and people in general like to hang out there. 

The atmosphere is casual and welcoming. Even non-veggies can be cheerfully accommodated, 
sans sustainability-purist snobbery.

But the affable Morganstern has a secret identity: Besides being a bass player and a substitute 
teacher, he also has a master’s degree in creative writing and a passion for literature. His short 
story collection, Dancing with Dasein, was published by Burrito Books in 2015. 

And now, with no bands to sched-
ule during the Covid 19 shutdown, 
he has taken the leap of finishing 
his novel, The Joppenbergh Jump, 
available in print-on-demand format 
from Recital Publishing. He’d better 
hope that it doesn’t become a best-
seller, or his neighbors are going to be 
mad at him for all the literary tour-
ists it could bring to town, crawling 
all over the titular mountain looking 
for mysterious stone faces or hidden 
treasure.

Joppenbergh, for those who don’t 
know, is the name of the dolostone 
crag that looms behind the shops 
lining the north side of Main Street 
(Route 213) in downtown Rosendale. 
Named for Jacobus Rutsen, the town’s 
founder, the mountain has a storied 
history, including a cement mine col-
lapse in 1899 that failed to kill 150 
miners because they happened to be 
out in the sunshine on their lunch 
hour, and an Olympic-grade ski jump 
that was intermittently active from 
1937 to the early 1970s (https://hud-
sonvalleyone.com/2019/01/24/ski-
jumping-over-downtown-rosendale-
a-history). Nowadays it’s a popular 
place to hike.

For Coot Friedman, the protagonist 
of Morganstern’s new novel, the Jop-
penbergh is a mystical place in which 
he seeks solace whenever he’s afflicted 
by nightmares and delusions brought 
on by his PTSD from serving in the 
Army in Iraq and Afghanistan – or 
by the crazier denizens of his beloved 
hometown, which goes pointedly un-
named but is clearly Rosendale. Coot 
describes himself as “a sharpshooter, 
ex-deer hunter, mushroom forager, 
wildlife guide, survivor of a previous 
wild life; handyman, poet, friend to 
all who befriend me, and ghost talk-
er,” as well as a “borderline alcoholic.”

Narratively, The Joppenbergh Jump 
is something of a rambling tale, sport-
ing a succession of dramatic climaxes 
that could each provide a satisfying 
book in itself. But the reader gets 
hooked in right from the get-go, as the 
author successfully establishes Coot’s 
distinctive voice. Imagine a slightly 
mad, fundamentally good-hearted 
vet with a propensity for messing up 
his life and the wry, observant, world-
weary humor of a detective from a 
Forties  noir novel and you’ll get the 
general tone. But unlike one of those 
down-at-heels gumshoes, our hero is 
more trail-smart than street-smart.

“I’m going to tell you the truth about 
war, friendship, and love,” Coot tells 
the reader in the prologue. “I’m going 

to tell you everything that happened 
in this way unique place I live in, and 
the people. People of every weird cut 
and wild curl you could imagine. I’m 
going to tell you about how I came 
back home, fucked up from war, and 
how my best friends, a pharmacist, a 
ghost, and a sacred mountain, saved 
my ass so many times I lost track. 
And how I got handed a 14-karat life 
the chances of me ever having were 
minus nil.” And that’s just what Mor-
ganstern delivers, at a page-turning 
pace.

What makes The Joppenbergh 
Jump special is the confident way 
the author establishes and explores 
a liminal realm where hallucination 
overlaps magical realism. Each one of 
Coot’s adventures gets a little strang-
er, even as he becomes more ground-
ed through the energy he devotes to 
his human connections. His wartime 
PTSD, the aftereffects of a brain inju-
ry and overindulgence in beer cause 
him to have “episodes” in which un-
real, metaphorical characters talk to 
him. But he also can see and interact 
with ghosts – notably a onetime ski 
jumper named Kurt – and it’s quite 
clear from the practical consequenc-
es of their advice that these are not 

delusions. They’re 
the metaphysical 
baggage that comes 
of living in a place 
with a whole lot of 
history.

The Joppenbergh 
Jump blesses us 
with a vivid portrait 
of a quirky North-
eastern hamlet, “a 
small town inside 
of a town like an 
egg yolk inside of 
an egg,” populated 
by a cast of charac-
ters who spring to 
life with a few deft 
brushstrokes. Some 
are over-the-top 
awful people, oth-
ers the loyal friends 
you’ll wish you 
had, a few down-
right crazy enough 
to make Coot seem 
Mr. Normal. While 
many are fanciful, 

composites or throwbacks to decades 
past, Rosendalians will recognize 
some of the locals instantly.

A few of these come off well: “Beam-
ing Dove, a diminutive powerhouse … 
in her marching whites,” leader of the 
Shad Town Improvement Brass Band 
and Social Club, can be inspired by 
none other than drumming guru and 
community sparkplug Fre Atlast. 
The Senatorial Puppet Bazaar clearly 
represents an exaggerated version of 
Redwing Blackbird Theater. Mor-
ganstern tweaks his own family busi-
ness with a description of a health-
food restaurant grand opening that 
features a mosh pit of puréed veg-
etables in the back yard. But there’s 
at least one notoriously grumpy local 
merchant who will be enraged by his 
villainous depiction, if he ever reads 
this book. (He probably won’t.)

Identifying which Main Streeter, 
past or present, is which will supply 
extra fun for local readers. But the 
sense of place evoked in The Joppen-
bergh Jump has a life of its own that 
should translate well anywhere – in 
the same way that Joyce’s Dublin, 
Faulkner’s Yoknapatawpha County or 
García Marquez’s Macondo resonate 
for audiences worldwide. Though 

there’s an element of New Netherland 
Gothic in Morganstern’s mythos, à la 
Washington Irving, strands of histo-
ries both much older and much more 
recent are woven in as well. The whole 
package makes Rosendale, New York 
a place that more people will want to 
visit, to soak up the vibe.

Some locals may find that a little 
scary. Others will welcome the tour-
ism dollars. Most Rosendalians and 
other locals, I think, will be amused 
by the author’s depiction of the self-
proclaimed “festival town” as a place 
that routinely holds a parade for Na-
tional Yo-Yo Day. Coot himself has 
a low opinion of the recent influx of 
Brooklyn hipsters and gentrification. 
“Back in the hamlet we can’t afford 
pretense, airs, or attitude,” he says, 
comparing his town favorably with 
Woodstock. “Tourists are not in awe 
of us; they walk around like they’re 
at a game farm.” (Seriously, who 
wouldn’t want to share a beer with 
this guy, in some laid-back down-
town watering hole?) Let’s hope that 
The Joppenbergh Jump makes its way 
into the hands of just the right num-
ber of readers, from near and far. I 
recommend starting with yourself.

The book, 320 pages in trade pa-
perback format, costs $15 and can 
be ordered from Recital Publishing 
at www.recitalpublishing.com. The 
ISBN number is 978-1-7337464-2-7.

A B O V E P R O V I D E D

Above, Mark Morganstern, author of The Joppenbergh 
Jump, right.
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C H E C K  I T  O U TC H E C K  I T  O U TC H E C K  I T  O U T
CPW spring affair

The Center for Photography (CPW) 
has announced its spring affair, a 
print sale and exhibition fundraiser 
curated by Ruben Natal-San Miguel.

“You can cut all the flowers but you 
cannot keep spring from coming,” Pab-
lo Neruda said. It’d one of the inspira-
tions for this exhibition. Spring is com-
ing, spring is coming, spring is here.

Spring Affair brings together over 
120 photographs inspired by themes 
of spring, hope and renewal. Proceeds 
will benefit the artists, the curator 
and CPW’s programs. This fundraiser 
includes gallery-edition prints by An-
drea Blanch, Larry Fink, Nan Goldin, 
Cig Harvey, Ryan McGinley, Carolyn 
Marks Blackwood, Ruben Natal-San 
Miguel and Lissa Rivera. The Artsy 
store will go online next week.

There’ll also be a special edition of 
small prints by a line-up of contem-
porary photographers. Prints in the 
special edition sell for $100 each and 
are printed 6 x 6” (paper size) in an 
edition of five.

Participating artists include Keliy 
Anderson-Staley, Susan Anthony, 
Nancy Baron, Juliana Beasley, Jona-
than Blaustein, Mark Bussell, Rob-
ert Calafiore, Virgil DiBiase, Nina 
Doran, Jade Doskow, Jon Feinstein, 
Aaron Fineman, Matthew Finley, 
Lola Flash, Christine Foster, Ángel 
Franco, Kymberli Ghee, Erik Han-
son, Daesha Devón Harris, Naomi 
Harris, Jessica Hines, Nancy Grace 
Horton, Ellen Jantzen, Dave Jorda-
no, Mark Kalan, Dina Kantor, Jessica 
Kaufman, Susan Keiser, R. J. Kern, 
Michael Knauth, Panos Lambrou, 
Karine Laval, Honey Lazar, Andrew 
Littlefield, Sherri Littlefield, Jennifer 
Loeber, Beth Maier, GD McClintock, 
Eric McNatt, Dana Miller, Hye-Ry-
oung Min, Jan Nagle, Ruben Natal-
San Miguel, Leah Oates, Nancy Oli-
veri, Rachel Papo, Kelvyn Peralta, 
Mark Peterson, Justine Reyes, Mir-
iam Romais, Leslie Rosenthal, Russ 
Rowland, Daryl-Ann Saunders, Aline 
Smithson, Brea Souders, Savannah 
Spirit, M Charlene Stevens, Linda 
Troeller and Nichole Washington.

At a time when the cultural commu-
nity is hurting, these fundraisers offer 
expressions of hope, caring and direct 
support to artists and art venues.

For additional information, email 
info@cpw.org.

Garrison | art

Plein air in Highlands 

The Hudson Highlands Plein Air Painters, 
hosted by Friedrike Merck, will convene (at a safe 
distance) on the last Saturday of the month, start-
ing May 30 from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. The first gath-
ering will be at Garrison’s Landing. Future loca-
tions will be determined. Everyone participating 
is required to wear masks and to honor social-

distance recommendations.
Hudson Highlands welcomes all independent 

painters. Details are developing to add a gallery of 
works created by this group for sale at www.garri-
sonartcenter.org/. There is no fee, but registration 
is appreciated; email your contact information to 
info@garrisonartcenter.org.

P R O V I D E D

The Hudson Highlands Plein Air Painters will convene (at a safe distance) on the last Saturday of the 
month, starting May 30 at Garrison's Landing.
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Almanac Weekly | The Night Sky

Don’t miss these non-events
During the seventeenth through 
the nineteenth centuries, most ordi-
nary folk knew the sky’s basics. The 
sun’s rising and setting points on the 
horizon, the moon’s nightly one-hour 
delay in when it would rise, the appa-
ritions of the evening star, all carried a 
satisfying familiarity.

No longer. Ask any friend, “If you 
take a second look at the moon an 
hour after first seeing it, which way 
has it moved?” very few would cor-
rectly answer, “To the right.” So, it 
shouldn’t surprise us that the me-
dia routinely “gets it wrong” when it 
comes to “informing” us about sup-
posed sky events. 

One big trouble-prone area lies in 
celestial happenings that sound cool 
but are actually not worth anyone’s 
time or trouble. We are now in the 
midst of a couple of these, so today’s 
column is here to serve as a “don’t 
bother.” 

First up: eclipses. A total solar 
eclipse can make people weep, that’s 
how awesome it is. But the “total” part 
is important. Only during a solar total-
ity do pink flames leap from the sun’s 
edge, and animals go crazy, and stars 
come out in the daytime. None of that 
happens during a partial solar eclipse, 
which can’t even be safely observed 
without eye protection. So if you want 
to be swept away, it’s totality or noth-
ing.

But not with lunar eclipses, one of 
which happens this week. Here, to-
tality isn’t particularly important be-
cause nothing special occurs during 
a lunar totality. Not a single strange 
phenomenon materializes. Indeed, 
the visually optimum view probably 
unfolds when the moon is roughly 95 
percent eclipsed, because then a single 
brilliant white spot of sunlight illumi-
nates the moon’s edge while the rest of 
the moon is an eerie red. 

But sometimes the moon doesn’t even go into the earth’s main dark shadow. 
The eclipse is then neither total nor even partial. Instead it has ventured into our 
planet’s outer, skimpy, penumbral shadow. When that occurs, the full moon ap-
pears unchanged. You want your money back. 

And that’s what’s happening not once, but four times this year!
During such an “event” not even the greatest astronomers could tell an eclipse 

was in progress. It’s visually a non-starter. Yet this year, there was just such a 
“partial penumbral lunar eclipse” on January 10. And next week on Friday, June 
5. And yet another partial penumbral lunar eclipse a month from now, on July 5. 
And still another on November 30. That’s right. Four partial penumbral lunar 
eclipses in 2020. Pretty remarkable And yet, if you go out next Friday night 
around midnight or so, the Full Moon will look unchanged. You won’t be able 
to tell an eclipse is in progress. But because many almanacs and major newspa-
pers don’t know about eclipses or are aware of the radically different types, they 
will run headlines: Don’t miss tonight’s lunar eclipse! It’s the kind of thing that’s 
been confusing people since the Moon was first discovered in 844 BC.

I’ve been so long-winded about non-eclipses, we’ve got room for just a few 
sentences about the other current non-event: meteor showers. We all like to 
see shooting stars rip across the sky. And while about six an hour appear every 
moonless night, especially after midnight, you get many more during a “shower.” 
But most meteor showers are skimpy, meaning you might see a couple of extra 
ones in an entire hour, which isn’t worth the trouble. Bright moonlight likely 
cuts the number down to zero. On the other hand, it’s definitely worthwhile to 
watch the Perseids on August 11, the Geminids on December 13, and, a few times 

a century, the Leonids on November 17-18. Then, you’d see dozens an hour. 
But, especially when there’s a bright moon, the others are not worth the trou-

ble. Yet the media routinely urges viewers, listeners, and readers to “Look up 
tonight!” So here’s the easy bottom line: There are no worthwhile showers from 
January through July. Meaning now. They’re all concentrated in the latter half 
of the year, August through early January.

Now you know about the biggest sky events that aren’t there. (And, just in 
case you wondered, no, the Moon was never discovered.)

N A S A / G O D D A R D  S P A C E  F L I G H T  C E N T E R  S C I E N T I F I C  V I S U A L I Z A T I O N  S T U D I O
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100 Help Wanted

CLEANING STAFF needed - PART TIME, 
11am - 4pm. Great pay for right person. 
Must love to clean. We have an awesome 
core group of dedicated staff ... come join 
us! Great working conditions and environ-
ment. Call Karen @ 845-663-8152.

220 Instruction

TULLIN RANCH- Horseback Riding, 
Boarding and Events. Specializing in the 
Young Horse and Rider. Tammy Bradley, 
Owner-Trainer. Tullinranch.com 1480 Rt. 
32, Saugerties. 845-481-4321 or cell: 845-
901-2993. tullinranch@gmail.com

225 Party Planning/
Catering

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A 
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET 
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly 
Rentals. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan, 
Green (pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented), 
Red & Blue Handicap Accessible. (We also 
have a few w/sinks). Great for Construc-
tion/Building Sites, Sporting Events, Con-
certs, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Wed-
dings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party 
Events, etc. Call 845-658-8766, 845-417-
6461 or 845-706-7197. e-mail: TLKporta-
bles@gmail.com

260 Entertainment

TULLIN RANCH- Horseback Riding, 
Boarding and Events. Specializing in the 
Young Horse and Rider. Tammy Bradley, 
Owner-Trainer. Tullinranch.com 1480 Rt. 
32, Saugerties. 845-481-4321 or cell: 845-
901-2993. tullinranch@gmail.com

350 Commercial 
Listings for Sale

Great Real Estate Opportunity. Owner re-
tired. 20 acres zoned industrial w/town sewer, 
water, 3-phase, cable, high-speed internet. 
Private w/mountain view, stream. 4 miles 
from NYS 87, exit 20, 1 mile from HITS, Sau-
gerties. 2100 sq.ft. warehouse w/office space, 
w/“executive” office space. 2700 sq.ft. of 
outbuildings. $485K w/partial owner financ-
ing available. Contact Gregg 845-399-6670.

360 Office Space/
Commercial 
Rentals

NEW PALTZ: OFFICE/PROFESSIONAL 
SPACE. Large, Beautiful Soho loft-like 
space w/brick walls, new floors & new large 
windows. 71 Main Street, best downtown 
location. Seasonal views of Mohonk. Great 
light. $675/month. Call Owner 917-838-
3124, e-mail: steven@epicsecurity.com

380 Garage/
Workspace/
Storage

ASHOKAN 
STORE-IT

Ask About Our 
Long Term Storage Discount

 5x10 $40 5x15 $50 10x10 $70
 10x15 $90 10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504

1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

603 Tree Services

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz 
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood for 
Sale. (845)255-7259. Residential, Munici-
palities.

LAWLESS 
FULLY INSURED         TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING 
ALLEN LAWLESS • 845-247-2838

                  SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK          CELL.: 845-399-9659

615 Hunting/Fishing 
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese 
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. Trans-
fers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal 
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90 
Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

695 Professional 
Services

*Jessica Rice*; Beautiful Images Hair Sa-
lon, 123 Boices Lane, Kingston. Hair- 845-
383-1852; www.beautifulimageshairsalon.
com Makeup- 845-309-6860; www.jessi-
camitzi.com

700 Personal & 
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of 
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH 
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength 
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, Strong-
man, Olympic Lifting Equipped* *9000 
sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of turf. 
Group Training Sessions - Registered Dieti-
cian - Youth Programs - Personal Training. 
120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call Today 
845-853-8189.

to place an ad:

Call 334-8200. Hours: MWThF 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.

The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

$20 for 30 words; 20 cents for each additional word.
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430 New Paltz 
Rentals

SOUTHSIDE TERRACE APARTMENTS 
offers semester leases for FALL 2020 and 
Short-Term for the Summer! Furnished 
studios, one & two bedrooms, includes heat 
& hot water. Recreation facilities. Walking 
distance to campus and town. 845-255-
7205.

NEW PALTZ GARDENS 
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts. 
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.  

3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171

New Paltz:  
Southside 
Terrace  

Apartments
Year round and other 

lease terms to suit 
your needs available!

Free use of the:  
Recreation Room, Pool, New Fitness 

Center & much more!
We are now open Saturdays 10am-2pm

SPECIAL!
Receive a $100 gift card if you 

move in no later than April 1, 2020 
with a 1-year lease

Call 845-255-7205  
for more information

601 Portable Toilet 
Rentals

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766  |  845-417-6461  |  845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Weekends • Weekly  • Monthly

300 Real Estate

The Wolf Team Catskills
at Keller Williams Hudson Valley North’s PICK OF THE WEEK

Olivebridge NY | Mountain Views | 52.66 Acres $1,100,000

Office Direct: 
1-833-WOLF-DEN

15 Taylor St., Kingston NY 12401

subscribe  334-8200  subscribe
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702 Art Services

710 Organizing/
Decorating/
Refinishing

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER/HOUSE-
KEEPER. Help w/everyday problems, spe-
cial projects; clutter, paperwork, moving, 
gardening & personal assistant. Affordable. 
Fully Insured, Confidentiality Assured. Mar-
gotMolnar.com; Masters Psychology, former 
CEO, Certified Hospice Volunteer. margot-
molnar1@gmail.com (845)679-6242.

715 Cleaning Services

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845-
658-2073.

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded 

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 
or (845) 679-8932

717 Caretaking/Home 
Management

720 Painting/Odd 
Jobs

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A 
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen 
mounting, light hauling/delivery, clean-
outs. Second home caretaking. All small/
medium jobs considered. Versatile, trust-
worthy, creative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix 
It. 845-616-7999.

FINE HOUSE PAINTING
— 15 Years experience —

Free estimates • Reasonable rates
PABLO SHINE

845-532-6587 • pabloshine@gmail.com

Gary Buckendorf
NEED EXTERIOR PAINTING?

I want to keep Social Distance
I WORK ALONE

Many references in Catskill area and Manhattan
garybuckendorf@gmail.com

917-593-5069

QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980

•  Int. & Ext. Painting

• Power Washing

•  Sheetrock &  
Plaster Repair

• Free Estimates

Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured  •  ritaccopainting.com

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,

All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured

Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig
845-331-4966/249-8668
Visit my website: Haberwash.com

www.facebook.com/Haberwash

NYS DOT T-12467                 Incorporated 1985

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery

• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253

English Handyman, mature, friendly, ex-
perienced, reliable, educated. Painting, 
woodwork, repairs, etc. Also maintenance, 
management and pre-sale consultation. 
Quick response 917-364-2157.

HANDYALL SERVICES: *Carpentry, 
*Plumbing, *Electrical, *Painting, *Excavat-
ing & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. Trees cut. 
Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal, 
Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors 
and property managers for 20 years. One 
call, it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts. 
845-247-7365. GarysHauling.com

725 Plumbing, 
Heating, AC & 
Electric

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.

www.stoneridgeelectric.com

Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

e w Emergency Generators r y

LICENSED         331-4227         INSURED

•  Standby Generators

•  Service Upgrades

• Emergency Service 
Available

•  LED Lighting

• Landscape Lighting

•  Wiring for Pools  
& Spas

740 Building Services

From Walls to Floors,
Ceilings to Doors,

Decks, Siding,  
Additions & More

Reliable, dependable & insured
845-591-8812

tedsinteriors@gmail.com

 Ted’s Interiors & Remodeling Inc.

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENT-
ALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals. 
We have Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pine-
scented), pink (rose-scented), red & blue 
handicap accessible. (We also have a few 
w/sinks). Great for Construction/Build-
ing Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street 
Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Camp-
sites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call 

845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-706-
7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry, 
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting, 
Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small 
jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
References available. (845)616-7470.

760 Gardening/
Landscaping

Paramount
Earthworks

Landscaping & Excavation
Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,

Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.

Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

William   (845) 401-6637

950 Animals

Look  who’s being cared for at Saugerties 
Animal Shelter! We have such loving adult 
cats & kittens just waiting to become part of 
your family. BELLA; a dilute tortie. She’s  
7-yrs old & is so sweet! This lovely cat girl is 
a little shy and loves to be petted. Remem-
ber: 2 kittens aren’t twice as much fun as 1 
kitten; they’re 10 times the fun! Also- They’ll 
always have each other as company. And- 
you will receive twice the love! If you’re in-
terested in adopting a kitten, this is a perfect 
time to meet the adorable, lively kittens at 
Saugerties Animal Shelter. Kitten season is 
almost all year long!! Teenage kittens are 
between 10-14 months old. That time-frame 
can vary as each kitten is an individual. 
These are the DOGS at Saugerties Animal 
Shelter. Please come meet them & see who 
could be your new love. VERA; 2-year old 
Pittie mix. She’s very sweet & only wants 
you! VERA is about 60 pounds. No other 
pets or small children, please. MOLLY: su-
per sweet, spayed, 7-year old Pittie Lab girl. 
She’s good w/larger dogs but no cats, please. 
Molly’s tail never stops wagging! LILY: 
sweet & shy, tan & white, 4-year old brindle 
Pittie mix girl who needs a quiet home. 
Since we care about everyone’s safety, espe-
cially during this health crisis, the shelter is 
open by appointment only. Appointments 
are available for Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. Please call 845-679-0339 to 
make an appointment to meet your new 
love! Saugerties Animal Shelter - 1765 NY-
212, Saugerties, NY 12477. (SAS is located 
behind the transfer station.)

960 Pet Care

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT? 
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or out-
building? Would you like to consider having 
feral cats? You can help cats in need who 
will help keep your barn, etc. free of rodents. 
The cats will be neutered/spayed and up to 
date w/shots. Please call the Woodstock 
Feral Cat Project at 347-258-2725.

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits  

for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392

LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

Check us out
on Facebook!

999 Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks re-
gardless of condition. Junk cars removed. 
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

Stone Ridge | library

Metzner virtual book launch 

A virtual book launch for Jim Metzner’s new novel Sa-
cred Mounds will be held on Friday, June 26 at 7 p.m. at the 
Stone Ridge Library. The event will be presented in Zoom and 
on Facebook Live. Details for joining the event will be avail-
able on the library’s website and Facebook page.

In his work of magical realism and historical fantasy, 
Metzner weaves the story of Salvador Samuels, swept back to 
pre-colonial times, who finds himself walking in the mocca-
sins of a blind Indian, Skyfisher, who has, in turn, been trans-
ported into Salvador’s body in present-day America. These 
two men try to find a way to save our planet and ultimately 
return home. 

Home for Salvador Samuels is the Hudson Valley, and some 
local spots are mentioned in the narrative -- including the 
Egg’s Nest Café. Guests for the event include Hutke Fields, 
principal chief of the Natchez Nation, and local musician Tim 
Hill, who will perform his original song, “Sacred Ground.”

Jim Metzner.


