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Shop Dutchess County for the holidays

Love

Foster

As a KidsPeace foster parent, you can make
all the difference in the life of a child.

fostercare.com
845-331-1815
200 Aaron Court
Kingston, NY 12401
We respect our clients’ privacy. The models represented in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and in no way represent or endorse KidsPeace. © 2015 KidsPeace.

Artistic Renovations
CHAIR CANING
KNIFE SHARPENING
Furniture repair and sales

~ Free estimates ~
hankmildew@gmail.com
845-750-2298

Packed to the rafters with fun,
practical, & hard-to-ﬁnd merchandise
pr
ise
Minnetonka
k
ka
Moccasinss
d
de
Homemade
Fudge
Local
Books &
Maps
Jewelry

Old-F
F
Old-Fashioned
Candies
Old Time
Games
Souvenirs
& So
Much
More

Come visit us for a unique shopping experience
84 Main Street, Phoenicia, NY
(845) 688-5851
www.nesteggshop.com

Indoor

FLEA MARKET
Every Saturday & Sunday 9 am – 4pm
• Vintage Collectibles • Antiques
• Toys • Primitives • Pottery • Art
DAVENPORT FARMS
3411 US Highway 209, Stone Ridge, NY
Great finds – reasonable prices!

everyone

Make Bethel Woods your local
on your list!
stop for
The family: 2020 Art-Making Class
The music lover: 2020 Season Lawn Pass
A loved one: Limited Edition 50th Anniversary Paver
The collector: Dan Stiles 2019 Season Poster Collection
The one who has everything: Bethel Woods Gift Card

Bindy Bazaar Museum Shop
Thur. - Sun. • 10am-5pm

Shop
Local

Visit BethelWoodsCenter.org |

10th Annual Holiday Market
Dec. 7 & 8 • 11am-4pm

E THEM WHAT TH
GIV WANT FOR CHR EY
ISTM
Y
ALL
AS
E
R
!

215 Huguenot St. • New Paltz, NY 12561
www.newpaltzgolf.com

10 Rounds of Golf w/Cart
Christmas Special - $179
— OR —

2020
Memberships
$75 Off
Gift Certiﬁcates Available

Bethel Woods Center for the Arts is a 501(c)3 nonproﬁt
cultural organization that inspires, educates, and
empowers individuals through the arts and humanities.

Call Larry for details:

(845) 430-6001
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COMMUNITY DAYS AT

WE L CO ME N EIGHB OR S! DEC EMBER 9- 13, 2019
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY ENTRY TO THE MOUNTAIN HOUSE AND GROUNDS.
PLUS GREAT SALES, SPECIAL MEAL RATES, AND MORE!

20%
DISCOUNT

ON SPA TREATMENTS
Monday-Friday, subject to availability, does not include Spa packages,
not available weekends. Spa services are for ages 16 and up, salon for 6 and up.

IN OUR GIFT SHOPS
Includes Gift Shop, Greenhouse, and Spa Retail.
Does not apply to consignment, antiques, Soda Fountain items,
tobacco, or CDs. Greenhouse will be open until 8pm on December 11.

ON DINING
Savings on Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner!
Dinner not available on Tuesday, 12/10 or Friday, 12/13.

AND ONLY $16 PER PERSON FOR ICE-SKATING, CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING OR SNOWSHOEING
Complimentary hot chocolate with ice skating. Skiing and snowshoeing are weather permitting.

SPECIAL EVENTS INCLUDE:
HOLIDAY SHOPPING NIGHT WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
Join us for a raffle, complimentary gift wrapping, and afternoon tea and cookies
WIRED GALLERY ART SHOW DECEMBER 9-12
featuring local artists/artisans from 10am to 6pm

FOR OVERNIGHT, SPA, AND DINING RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL 888.750.9074.
Please bring this ad with you for complimentary Gatehouse admittance.
M o h o n k M o u n ta in Hous e

1000 M ountain Res t Road New Paltz, New Yor k 12561

m ohonk. com

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019
JOIN US AT MOHONK MOUNTAIN HOUSE FOR

THE HUDSON VALLEY
GINGERBREAD COMPETITION
Kick off the season with shopping discounts and one of the Hudson Valley’s premier holiday events!
• 11 a.m. - noon Victorian Carolers • 12:30-3:30 p.m. Gingerbread Viewing & Viewer’s Choice Voting
• 2:00-3:30 p.m. Live Holiday Music • 4:00 p.m. Gingerbread Awards Ceremony
$15 PER PERSON EVENT FEE TO ATTEND—100% OF ENTRY FEE
WILL BE DONATED TO THE FOOD BANK OF THE HUDSON VALLEY
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Industrial elegance
Sharyn Flanagan visits
Bonnie Gulden’s Clintondale
showroom, Spatial Issues

I

n her 30-year career as a professional
carpenter, Bonnie Gulden was accustomed to
dealing with spatial issues. There were downsizing clients with not enough space and clients
who had space but didn’t know what to do with
it. Her specialty was trim carpentry, finessing
final details that turn a house into a home: window trim, pantries, cabinets, built-in bookcases.
While Gulden still works part-time as a carpenter these days, her primary focus is on the functional home décor and objets d’art she creates
from reclaimed and salvaged materials and sells
through her Clintondale showroom, Spatial Issues.
Located at 165 Bedell Avenue – in Highland, according to the GPS, it should be noted – the showroom is easy to get to. It’s just off Route 44/55,
then a mile or so down the road, with plenty of
parking in the lot. Gulden’s workroom is adjacent
to the showroom, with a window separating the
two spaces, allowing her to continue working until
the door buzzer alerts her to visitors. Spatial Issues is open Friday through Monday from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
The space inside is as reflective of Gulden’s aesthetics as the objects found there. The walls that
aren’t covered with reclaimed wood or corrugated

Hoffman’s Barn
Antiques ~ Collectibles
1000s of Items

tin have been painted a warm berry color, and a
piece of wire fencing provides the backdrop for
some of her photographs, printed on canvas and
framed by her with reclaimed wood.
While the room is layered with so many one-ofa-kind objects that it takes a while to take them all
in, the overall effect is cozy, Gulden has created a
well-organized collection of eclectic pieces using
materials once used for other purposes and now
transformed through her sensibilities.
There is an end table/nightstand of solid oak,

Shop
Dutchess County
for the holidays

Hours: Fri. & Sat: 9 - 5:30, Sun. 10 - 5
or call for an appointment
www.hoffmansbarn.com
email: hoffmansbarnsale@yahoo.com
Buy & Sell
(845) 758-5668

LAUREN THOMAS

Bonnie Gulden of Spatial Issues in her Clintondale showroom.

19 Old Farm Road
Red Hook, NY 12571

designed like a safe, with a rare, early-1900s castiron door from an old coal furnace incorporated
into the design. Wood-topped tables and benches, some with a “live” edge on the wood, have iron
pipe legs and cast-iron inserts. An elegant “diving
board” table is so named because of the asymmetric placement of its heavy, iron base – a woodworking joiner, says Gulden. Her “moon” side
table features a metal disc she found at an estate
sale with an “x” already cut into it. She roughed up
the metal’s texture to make it more moon-like and
elevated it above a table base, painting a red patch
underneath the “x” which makes the design glow
when it’s looked at from the side.
Smaller items abound: wine glasses made from
wine bottles and rustic heart-shaped ornaments.
Coat racks have old doorknobs for hooks – or steel
bolts, or electric insulators – and table legs have
been made into candle sticks. Wine bottles become tiki torches, or bird feeders, and there are
beverage holders that incorporate a built-in coast(Continued on Page 8)

PARTNERS IN MASSAGE
heal...relax...rejuvenate

Holiday Gift Guide
December 2019
An Ulster Publishing publication

BRICK OVEN PIZZA

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

CLEAN HONEST FOOD

Sports Massage | Pre-natal Massage

Cooked the Old World Way

Reiki | Reconnective Healing

Thurs 3pm–9pm
Fri–Sun 12pm–9pm

7476 South Broadway,
Red Hook, NY

845.758.5600

Cranio-Sacral Therapy | Reﬂexology
Gift Certiﬁcates and Bulk Discounts
We accept No-Fault Insurance
4415 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY
845 229-9133 | www.partnersinmassage.com

Welcome Dr. Anita Dormer, M.D.
Medical Aesthetics Regenerative Medicine

We exclusively offer Dr. Anita’s skin care line
For appointment or more info, go to
www.DrAnitaMedicalAesthtics.com
COMPUTERIZED PROCEDURE • FREE CONSULTATION

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

845.876.4878
Ann Lombardozzi, C.P.E. • Michelle Lombardozzi-Strollo

22 East Market Street, #201, Rhinebeck
www.anneselectrolysis.com

Permanent
Hair Removal

ANNE’S ELECTROLYSIS

I L E EQUIPMENT

DISPOSABLE NEEDLES USED • STER
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Makers of Novel
Soaps & Candles

PQFOEBJMZUISPVHI$ISJTUNBT&7&
QIPOFPOMJOFPSEFSTtGSFF4IJQQJOH HJGU
XSBQIPUDPDPBIPMJEBZDIFFS

415 Main Street, Rosendale, NY
www.rosendalewaxworks.com

Woodﬁred Pizza & Entrees

Upscale Steak & Seafood

Authentic Mexican Cuisine

845-688-5370 | brios.net

845-688-9800 | thephoeniciansteakhouse.com

845-688-5259 | alamocantina.com

~ Welcome to our World ~
Your Metaphysical Destination
& Crystal Experience Air BnB

116 Sullivan st

Wurtsboboro NY

Store Wide Sales through
December 30th
~ Then Closing for the
Season~
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Come to Uptown Kingston this holiday season

Candy Store... and a little bit more!

Save room for dessert!

RAGE HAIR SALON
“Happy Holidays”

Thank
Seayou to all our customers!
aeS
40 NORTH FRONT ST.
KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12401
845 331 2211

845 2820741
845 2826113

PIZZERIA & RISTORANTE

Happy Holidays!
from

Rafael Barese & Family

Serving the Hudson Valley since 1981
Phone: 845.331.0600 • 305 Wall St. Kingston, NY 12401

“Warm Holiday Wishes To All!”

Custom Gift Boxes, Home of
The KCB Galactic Gummies!
We Ship and Deliver Locally!
Open Everyday! • Mon - Thurs: Noon - 7pm
Fri - Sat: Noon - 10pm • Sun: Noon - 5pm

319 Wall Street, Kingston
(845) 901-3927

vintage clothing
out of the past
antiques • jewelry
vintage clothing

henrietta goveia owner

I TALI AN R ESTAUR ANT

281 fair street
kingston new york 12401
hgoveia@aol.com

Serving Lunch Wednesday - Sunday
Dinner Tuesday - Sunday • Closed Monday
www.stellaskingston.com
44 North Front Street, Kingston, NY 12401

http://www.vintageclothingjewelry.com

phone: 845-331-2210
fax: 845-338-2672

Give the Gift of Wellness

Crystals,
talls Mi
ta
Min
Minerals,
neralls
ls E
Essential
ssentia
tiall Oils,
Jewelry, Watch Batteries, Reiki
& Other Healing Services
Cut Stones for Jewelers & Students
at Excellent Prices!
OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6PM

Earlier/Later Appointments Welcome

(845) 768-8300

275 Fair St., #15, Kingston, NY 12401

Enjoy Your Holiday With Us!
Reserve your Holiday Party Today!
SPECIAL HOLIDAY MENU

CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS

Gift Certificates Available
Cryosauna
Weight Loss

Relaxation
Detox

GIFT CERTIFICATES
* MAKE GREAT GIFTS *

Anti-Aging
& More

LOCATED AT 33 JOHN STREET, KINGSTON
www.chopsgrillekingston.com • 845-339-1111
MONDAY - THURSDAY 4:30-9:30 | FRIDAY 11:30-10
SATURDAY 3-10 | SUNDAY 4-9
We are available additional hours for private functions and catering

16 Lucas Ave., Kingston, NY

spa21kingston.com

(845) 481-5316

UT OUR
EELINGS NTO
HE OMENT

4HE MAGIC OF THE HOLIDAY MOMENTS
WILL SOON BE HERE -AKE THEM
SPECIAL WITH A GIFT FROM 3CHNEIDERgS



JEWELRY • SCARVES • GIFTS
CLOTHING • STOCKING STUFFERS

In the Heart of Uptown Kingston
334 WALL STREET
KINGSTON, NEW YORK
845-338-8100

91

st

Ania Haie • Diamonds • LaFonn
Waterford • Holiday Gifts
Artcarved Bridal & Kronaby Smart Watches

OPEN EVERY DAY THROUGH CHRISTMAS EVE!

290 Wall St. Uptown Kingston • 845-331-1888 • schneidersjewelers.com

TWO LOCATIONS:
35 N. Front St., Kingston, NY

331-5439
and 48 Broadway, Tivoli, NY

757-1155
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Shop local
for the holidays
in Kingston!

WEEKLY
W
EE
EKLY CLASSES
AVAILABLE IN
KINGSTON AND
WOODSTOCK NY
Tuesdays 5:30-6:45
2568 Rt. 212, Woodstock
Wednesdays 12:30-1:30pm
65 Albany Ave., Studio C,
Kingston
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Zena
a Romme
Rommett
etttt Floor-BarreTM
An integrative form
of subtle and effective
strengthen,
training to core strengthe
en,
space
lengthen and create spac
ce
in the whole body while
dancers,
lying on the ﬂoor. For da
ancers,
athletes, injured and active
tive bodies.

Contact

Andrea Pastorella
845.282.6723
Movitadance@gmail.com

No dance experience ne
needed!
eed
ded! All levels are welcome
welcome.
e.

Freedom
to

RELAX

Fan
Spa tasy
mod
els
$
3

12 month no interest
ﬁnancing on all Hot Springs Spas.

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe
Holiday Cookies • Pies
Cakes • Specialty Desserts

1606 Ulster Avenue,
Lake Katrine
(Next to Adams)

,195 00

Family owned and operated for over 30 years

336-8080
www.aquajetpools.com

Order your Desserts Today!
Open Christmas & New Year’s Eve
8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401

us
Visit w
ne
r
u
o
t
a
n!
o
i
t
a
c
lo

• 845-339-4715

Hours: Tues - Sat: 7A-5P • Sunday: 7A-2P • Closed Monday

Open till 10pm
Fri. & Sat.

Google Liquor Barn
Kingston, NY

FINE WINE & LIQUORS

CONVENIENCE & PRICE
138 Smith Ave., Kingston
(across from Post Office)

845.331.3900

Gift Certificates
Always Fit and
Never Go Out of Style!
y

260 King’s Mall Ct., (Ulster Ave.), Kingston
845.336.4UPS (4877)
theupsstorelocal.com/4541
Email your print job: print4541@theupsstore.com

Visionexcel
is an art
1636 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine, NY

11/29 - 12/31

where eyewear

(845) 336-6310

visionexceleyewear.com

We treat you like family
WE OFFER:
On & Off Road Diesel • Fuel Oil
Kerosene • Wood Pellets

(of equal or lesser value, $20 mimimum)

Serving Kingston & surrounding areas.

VALID AT ALL 4 RESTAURANTS

Merry Christmass
M
— Gift Certiﬁcates Available —
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CUSTOMERS!
Locally owned and operated for over 15 years.

40 S. Manor Ave., Kingston, NY 12401

(845) 338-9800 Phone
(845) 338-9700 Fax
www.afcofuel.com

14 Thomas Street
Kingston, N.Y. 12401
845-340-1682
frankguidoslittleitaly.com

1 Broadway
Kingston, N.Y. 12401
845-340-8051
marinersharbor.com

7 Main Street
Catskill, N.Y. 12414
518-943-5088
frankguidosportofcall.com

63 N Front Street
Kingston, N.Y. 12401
(845) 853-8500
frontstreetkingston.com
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Gulden’s personal favorites are the Original
Gulden Lightboxes, table lamps topped with an
Edison bulb. “These are my babies,” she said. “I
invented these. When I came up with them, I was
kind of thinking, ‘What would Edison make now
in this modern day?’ They’re old-school-looking,
but they all have USB ports in them and outlets. I
sign and number each one, and each one is different. There will never be two alike.” She just made
number 99, “which is pretty exciting!”
Wine towers made of reclaimed wood in both
vertical and horizontal iterations create a striking
display for wine bottles. “My work is simple, but
precise at the same time,” explained Gulden. “The
design is very simple, but it’s really hard to get
holes placed exactly like that, so it requires precision.”

Rescue and reuse
Her designs are based on the materials used,
what she finds or acquires secondhand. One table
that is particularly dear to her is made from locust

wood given to her by a good friend, now passed
away, who had a sawmill. The wood came from a
fallen tree that he literally pulled out of the woods.
“It’s nice to use fallen wood,” she said, “because
then you’re not killing trees.”
It’s important to Gulden that she’s working
against the prevailing disposable mentality in
our world. “What I’m trying to do with this whole
thing is rescue and reuse stuff from the landfill,”
she said. “A lot of really cool historic stuff is going
for scrap. And once it’s gone, it’s gone. But it’s our
history, and by doing this stuff, I’m trying to raise
awareness that we don’t have to buy junk and be
such a disposable society. We can buy really cool
stuff that’s real.”
Gulden says that creating these objects allows
her to be both an inventor and a maker. “This isn’t
IKEA!” she said. No kidding. The palpable energy coming from her work may have something to
do with the fact that the elements from which the
pieces are made had a previous life.
“Everything has a story,” she said. “When I go to
estate sales, it’s heartbreaking to see people ran-

Mountain Laurel
Waldorf School

ANNUAL
WINTER FAIRE
SUNDAY DEC. 8TH
11 AM - 4 PM

Star Penny Puppetry • Gift Making • Candle Dipping
Outdoor Barbeque • Roasted Chestnuts
Wreath Decorating • Music and more
16 S. Chestnut St., New Paltz (845) 255-0033 www.mountainlaurel.org

One of Gulden's mosaics created from found
objects.
sacking through somebody’s life like it’s nothing.
That’s why I like to take this stuff and respect it,
make something with it and let it live on with a
new identity.”
People have often commented to Gulden about
how her feelings for her materials shows in the
finished product. “People know that I love what
I do, because they can feel it in here. And I think
that’s pretty cool,” she said. “It’s the same with my
carpentry business. All of my customers that I’ve
had for many years know how much love I put
into my work, and when I work on their house
I give them everything. It’s not just me going in
and banging nails. I do that with everything that I
work on, and they know that.”
While many of the objects she makes are functional, Gulden also has done purely decorative
works inspired by the materials at hand, such as
mosaics made from cabinet samples, a back-lit
wooden panel showcasing glowing wine-bottle

Spend the holidays in Saugerties

Home For
The Holidays

Delightful
Assortment
of Gifts You Won’t
Find Elsewhere...
Candles, jewelry, notebooks,
ornaments, birdhouses,
umbrellas, and so much more...
Sign up for our next Sip and
Arrange – Make your own
Centerpiece class on 12/15 from
2-4. Call shop or go online to
sign up. $40 per person,
limited to 15 people.

Floral Boutique

~ YES! WE DELIVER! ~
Open Mon. through Thurs. 10-5; Fri. 10-7; Sat. 10-6
~ Open Sundays through the holidays ~
114 Partition St., Saugerties 845.247.3164

www.IvyLodgeAssistedLiving.com
As the holiday season approaches, Ivy Lodge Assisted Living, located in the
heart of Historic Saugerties New York welcomes your loved ones to stay safely
with us. We offer a variety of amenities for everyone’s personal needs including
24 hour staff, in house nursing care, medication assistance, daily activities,
nutritional chef-prepared meals, laundry and linen service and more!
For more information or a tour contact us at
director@ivylodgeassistedliving.com or call us at 845-246-4646

\RXUKROLGD\GHVWLQDWLRQ
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I can make it my way, and 99 percent of the time
people are thrilled.”
Raised in Pennsylvania and northern California, Gulden has lived in the Highland area for
the past two decades. Spatial Issues grew out of a
barn sale she used to hold at her house on the first
weekend of every month. “I did that for about five
years and then thought, ‘You know what,’ it’s time
to just do it.’”
She opened the showroom three years ago and
hopes to transition out of carpentry altogether.
“This is my retirement plan!” she explained. “I
don’t want to be 30 feet up in the air working on
somebody’s windows forever. And I will always do
this, because that’s what’s in me.”
Gulden credits genetics for her inclination to
make things and her abilities. “It’s in me, I think.
Genetically you get certain talents, and I definitely got this from my grandpa. He was an engineer,
but he also worked on all different stuff all the
time, and I think I have that same mind. I’ve always liked to make things, and invent things.”
She’s excited about the potential for this phase
of her life. “I think this is the best thing ever,” she
said. “I get to do what I love! A lot of people don’t
get to do that. I don’t eat as well as I used to when
I was doing carpentry full-time, but I’m very happy, and that’s the thing that I think is really important.”
While the showroom provides a permanent
home for Spatial Issues, Gulden sells many of her
one-of-a-kind pieces by posting images of them on
Facebook. Sometimes the objects don’t even make
it to the showroom, she added, because people see
things online and contact her to purchase them.
For information, check out the gallery of images
at https://myspatialissues.com/ or call 883-9312.

Bug Fighters made from recycled local whiskey bottles.

Give Yourself Or Loved One The
Gift Of Sobriety For The Holidays

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Gulden’s handmade coasters come in stone and various types of local wood.

bottoms, and a garden flower made from a John
Deere-reclaimed rotary hoe and pipe fittings.
She’s saving a lot of pianos these days. They’re
too expensive to fix, so people are taking them to
the dump. She’s finding different ways to use the
piano keys and other parts in art objects.

“I will always do this”
Gulden considers herself more maker than artist. Though she’s had no formal art training, she
said “dabbling a bit” has given her a chance to be
really free. “You open that door to so many more
things,” she said. “And what I do is an honest thing,
it’s a creative thing, and it’s helping our planet.”
She does custom work, often inspired by what
people see in the showroom. Her wine-tower de-

After hours and weekends, call
Sue Heath (845) 532-2418
Daytime hours, call Admissions (845) 626-3555

sign has been adapted into a holder for weights
by one client and catering containers for another.
“I do a lot of custom things for people who like
my aesthetic and how my brain works. But I tell
them right from the beginning, they have to give
me a little creative freedom. I won’t make somebody else’s work. If somebody comes to me with
a picture of something, and says, ‘Can you make
this?,’ yeah, I can make something in that style,
but I’m not going to steal somebody else’s work.

The Nutcracker
 ȱ ȱ ȱ ęȱ ¢ǰȱ ȱ ȱ
ǰȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱȱȱȱǰȱ ¢Ȭȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ǰȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ǰȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Ȃȱ ȱ
ǰȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱ¢ǯ

Friday,
December 13, 2019
7:30 pm

Saturday,
December 14, 2019
2 & 7:30 pm

ORPHEUM FILM &
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
6050 Main Street, Village of Tannersville

Sunday,
December 15, 2019
2:00 pm

Tickets Purchased Ahead:
$25; $20 seniors; $7 students
At the Door: $30; $25 seniors; $7 students
To purchase tickets call 518 263 2063
catskillmtn.org
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O Christmas tree!
Elisabeth Henry
explores local life
in the cold season

R

ight about now,
in these parts,
the world turns
fairy-tale beautiful. Snow bends
twigs and tree
limbs in lithe arcs and disguises even the most rugged
terrain in soft white cover. The
sky at night doesn’t glow, as it
does in summer. It glitters.
This is the serious stuff.
We don’t have poisonous
snakes (well, not many) or
disease-bearing insects (well,
not so many diseases), and we
won’t die of thirst. Our homeland is gracious. But now it’s
best not to stay outside too
long for lingering looks at the
landscape. Those looks could
kill.
This is why the ancients
learned how to make snug
shelters. And this is also why
the ancients dragged trees inside. And why we still do, kinda.
Years ago, some friends of mine went out for
dinner before a school-board meeting. My friends
are Jewish. They had a legitimate axe to grind. The
little school district board of education, in its echo
chamber of naiveté and arrogance, scheduled important tests, term-paper due dates and field trips
on Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Passover.
Apparently, this insensitivity persisted for generations. How could anyone dispute that this is
wrong?
Unfortunately, my girlies drank some big ole
glasses of wine with dinner. They were both roaring drunk and roaring mad when they arrived at
the meeting, and they remained so by the time we
arrived at the open-for-comments portion of the
program.
Despite their blood-alcohol content, they made
important points. Unfortunately, the points were
made within a monologue that reached its emotional crescendo with the shrieked “… And we
don’t wanna see no fuckin’ Christmas trees in the
hallways!”
Misfortune ensued when the out-of-town reporter who worked for the largest nearby newspaper printed every single word m’ladies uttered. He
got to drive away in his Nissan, submit his work,
and eventually got paid. We had to stay here and

deal with the mayhem that followed.

T

he school calendar was changed to accommodate the Jewish students. While that
was going on, though, vile little factions
formed. Apparently, people who had rarely, or
never, set foot in a church (stats on church attendance back me up on this) get sorely aggrieved at
the sight of institutional hallways absent O tannenbaum, and they want to fight.
How sad. This remote little community had
enjoyed a stable ecumenicalism for more than
100 years. Happily, school was out for more
than ten days, the whole thing blew over, and life
here returned to its remarkably stable, contented
rhythms.
But the question remains. Is a Christmas tree
a religious symbol, and why were the non-Jews
most upset about its removal as a schoolhouse
holiday staple? Nobody seemed too put out when
the demand was made to cut Silent Night and We
Three Kings from the high-school chorus concert.
Same same for Jingle Bell Rock.
It’s apparently the evergreen (faux or fragrantly
alive!) ignites the passions, Judeo-Christian wise.
But why?
Many people believe The Tree is a religious

symbol. If you allow for lotsa academic blah-blahblah, that’s true. After all, academics agree, so
you should, too, that evergreen trees and plants
have been used to celebrate winter festivals for
thousands of years, long before the advent of
Christianity. Pagans in Europe used branches of
evergreen fir trees to decorate their homes and
brighten their spirits during the winter solstice.
Early Romans used evergreens to decorate their
temples at the festival of Saturnalia, while ancient
Egyptians used green palm rushes as part of their
worship of the god Ra.
Bringing the evergreen into the house represents fertility and new life in the darkness of
winter, which was much more reminiscent of the
pagan themes. That’s also where the ideas of the
holly, the ivy and the mistletoe come from. They’re
among the few plants flowering in winter so therefore they hold special significance.
The idea of bringing evergreens into the house
started there and eventually that evolved into the
Christmas tree. It is this intellectual progression
that allows non-Christians to eschew the tree, and
for Christians to defend the tradition. Going one
step further, however, is where we’re gonna lose a
lotta Christians.

Come to Woodstock for the holidays

Happy Holidays
%3"8*/(t13*/5.",*/(
1"*/5*/(t4$6-1563&
GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!
OVER 100 CLASSES and
WORKSHOPS FOR ALL AGES
845 679 2388
woodstockschoolofart.org
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f I had polled the customers at Adams
Fairacre Farms who were busy doling out too
much money for a tree (and I didn’t), and asked
whether they were making that purchase in the
belief that it would bring to them the stamina
needed to endure the winter months, I doubt anybody would have agreed. People nowadays look
more toward Vitamin C and D and at least two
weeks in Barbados for that. If I had asked these
same people if they believed the tree would thwart
the evil spirits that were strongest during the days
between December 25 and mid-January, not only
would those people have negated that hypothesis,
but they might have seen to it that I was ushered
directly out that big opening in the back of the
Garden Section (You know, where the trees are
wrapped in that big machine).
Christmas trees are simply holiday symbols that
lend themselves to artistry. Whatever evergreens
meant to the Druids and the Vikings and Julius
Caesar has turned to mist and disappeared. Like
landlines and General Motors.
And yet the trees have a pleasing shape. The
plenteous needles provide a lovely treescape in
which to dangle colorful glass ornaments from
sturdy limbs. Add some lights, and the thing pulls
in one’s gaze much like flames. For contemplation.
Oh, and the perfume. It’s a really nice thing,
but hear this, all non-Christian friends and countrymen and women. Ain’t no Roman Catholics,
or Catholics of any kind, or Protestants, or Born
Agains, or Amish think the tree is an object of
worship. Hell, it’s pretty damn clear we don’t wor-

FABULOUS
FURNITURE

ship trees at all.
At some point, I’m going to write about the ash
tree. In Ireland the ash was considered one of
the trilogy of sacred trees along with the oak and
hawthorn. It’s the tree of choice for making magic
wands.
If we are to become exercised, we should become exercised about this topic, which I shall explore should I survive the post-holiday influx of
evil spirits.
Speaking of evil spirits, I was appalled to learn
that every person who works at Walmart must
work on Thanksgiving. Every person. They are
told it’s important to make Walmart a happy place

for their customers. Since when did Walmart
elect itself the loving hearth of home?
How can that be? The fluorescent lighting and
icky, sticky tiled floors do not support this notion.
How did we become a people that so callously disregards the importance of tradition? And choice?

W

e will have, and have always had, a
Christmas tree. We had one the year my
baby died, right before Thanksgiving. I
was just going through the motions, but the motions helped save me, saved us, my little family.
Maybe that’s why traditions persist. Not because
they promise more dopamine, but they ensure just

Marigold

HOME
INTERIOR DESIGN
& FURNISHINGS

marigold-home.com

Home Decor
Upholstery
Window Treatments
Fabrics
Wallcoverings
Area Rugs
Bath & Body

Interior Design
by
Maria R. Mendoza
At the darkest time of year, come
celebrate
the fabulous light!
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Beautifully woven.
Wonderfully energy efficient.
Duette® Architella® India Silk fabric is luxuriously woven, featuring
a subtle texture and slight shimmer. And, the beauty of Architella
is also in its exclusive, energy-efﬁcient honeycomb design.
©2019 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.11454265

KINGSTON
845-338-0800

RHINEBECK
845-516-4443

WOODSTOCK
845-679-2040

Put on those Finishing Touches
this Holiday Season

We’ve been busy and
can’t wait to show off.
Clocks, mirrors, tables,
robots, aliens and more.
Come raise a glass,
eat a chocolate, take advantage of
our new Clearance room

Massage, facials, body scrubs,
mani-pedi’s and boutique
stop in to see our new
luxury ﬁtness center
We’re so thankful that
Jennifer “Mitch” Troccia
has joined our team!
Come celebrate with us
Thursday, Dec. 5 at 6 pm
Follow us on Instagram for all our
up-and-coming holiday events and specials.

Gift Certiﬁcates available
for the holidays
62 ricks road, woodstock
845.679.7800
www.glospawoodstock.com

BUY ONE GET ONE
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Unique gifts for everyone on your list
Visit our
glassblowing
studio & browse
our gift gallery
Free
refreshments
weekends
through
December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6;
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491
for more info: 914.806.3575

enough joy juice lovingly to demonstrate that life
goes on, and that is the process that brings peace.
It’s important to want that. It’s important to try to
help everyone to want that.
If you see a Christmas tree, a real one, just note
that underneath the lights and ornaments and
beads and bangles is a plant that grows in environments where many others can’t, that it can live
for hundreds or thousands of years, proliferates
on its own, and that each tree uses both male and
female structures to create the next generation.
Nobody worships it, but given the science maybe
we all should.

Come to
Woodstock for
the holidays

KITCHEN, TABLEWARE, LINENS & GREAT GIFTS

PRICE-MATCHING • REWARDS
PERSONAL SHOPPING • GIFT WRAPPING
Daily 10:30-6, Sunday 11-5
OFTEN OPEN LATE DURING THE WEEK - CALL AHEAD

95 Tinker Street, Woodstock • (845) 679-2607
www.gildedcarriage.com •

gildedcarriage.woodstock
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Holidays in the hills
Susan Barnett learns a new life

I

t’s just next door, but everything is everso-slightly different in Delaware County. Summers are a little cooler. The wind blows pretty
much constantly through the maples in front
of our old house all year long. Serious winter
starts in November, maybe even sooner. And
the farther you travel into the fifth-largest and
very sparsely populated county in the western
Catskills, the greater the sense that you are entering another world.
We moved here just a year and a half ago. This
will be our second winter and second holiday season in Franklin. Last year we learned that summer
is all about socializing. Winter, however, is treated
as a serious opportunity to hunker down and get
creative work done. It’s a rhythm, kind of reminiscent of farm life, which is still hanging on by its
fingernails here.
People have to make a real effort to occasionally connect with the community. And they do.
Business may go on as usual in nearby Oneonta or
Delhi, but in the hill towns, things get very quiet
when the thermostat stays below freezing.
This postcard existence presented me with some
unforeseen realities. My visions of a big, bumptious crowd of family converging on our farmhouse
have proven unrealistic, at least for now. Babies
and puppies don’t travel easily, so we’ll be doing
the traveling to visit the people (and dogs) we love.
Franklin isn’t a wild town. This year finally saw
the passage of a referendum to reverse the town’s
1899 ban on the sale of alcohol in restaurants. We
don’t have anything as wild and wooly as Woodstock’s annual celebration of Santa’s arrival. But
Oneonta has a parade with Santa in November
which I haven’t yet experienced. Santa then takes
residence in a little cottage on Main Street for several weekends before Christmas. I can’t imagine
what kind of trouble the elves get into while the
boss is sitting around in Oneonta.
There’s a parade with Santa in Cooperstown,
too. If there is a more Christmasy-looking village
than Cooperstown, I honestly don’t know where
it is.
I hear the town of Skaneateles, which isn’t nearly as far from us as it once was, transforms into
a Dickens village for the holidays. We may go see
this year.
But we don’t usually go where the big crowds
are. We moved to northern Delaware County specifically because I was longing for a smaller, quieter world. I look for the understated celebrations.
Last year we spent an unforgettable evening
at the Farmers’ Museum. If you have never been
there, you have missed something. People in period garb mingle with visitors in an 1850s village
created by a collection of historical buildings
from around the region, some from as far away
as Greene County. There’s an inn, a mercantile,
a blacksmith shop, a pharmacy, print shop, a
schoolhouse, a carousel. There are houses ranging
from grand to humble. And there are animals. For
one night in winter, it is illuminated.
I’ve always wanted to go, and it did not disappoint. The historical buildings were lit by hundreds of electric candles, and the paths were lined
with candles, too. There was mulled cider in iron
kettles over roaring bonfires, and carols sung both
outside and in the old church. And then, right as if
on cue, big, fluffy, Hollywood-style snowflakes fell
softly over the entire thing. It was magic. I think
we will have to do it again.
Sharon Springs, in not-too-far Schoharie County, has a holiday tradition that I’ve wanted to get
to. Maybe this is the year. This is a participatory
celebration, with folks showing up in Victorian
garb. The village mayor, a born actor, used to read
a poem called “The Christmas Chicken.” I hope
he still does it. The local celebrities, the owners
of the Beekman 1802 lifestyle brand, market the
whole event like Victorian holidays have never
been marketed before.

I feel embedded already
But we don’t really have to travel to get in the

holiday spirit. This Saturday, December 7, Franklin’s annual Christmas Stroll and Holiday Market
starts at nine and goes on until seven at night. The
library has a story hour for children plus a book
sale. The firehouse is full to bursting with various
vendors. The local shops open their doors for the
event. There’s music, bazaars and food at the local churches. The local auto-body shop has a Kid’s
Crafts Extravaganza.
This year, the self-guided tour of decorated
homes is back, with one family displaying ots extensive collection of Victorian decorations. There
are some lovely old homes in Franklin. Being an
old house junkie, I may have to go poke around.
Pity my poor partner. Perhaps he’ll go to our local
restaurant and have a hot chocolate while I get my
fix.
My favorite part of the Franklin holiday celebrations, besides the library book sale, is the display
of Christmas trees at the Railroad and Community Museum. The museum is a quietly remarkable
thing all year long. Inside is a huge collection of
memorabilia about our small town.
I’ve gone there to research the history of my
house, and also to try to find out more about a
19th-century windstorm that reportedly ended
the town’s then-dominant industry, sheep farming. That must have been some windstorm. I picture sheep flying through the air and landing in a
neighboring community, where they lived happily
ever after.
The pride of the museum is an opulent, semi-restored Victorian honeymoon rail car. It’s a work in
progress, as the patron who donated it died and

the funds to complete it are still being raised. It
may, in fact, be more charming because it’s not
perfectly restored.
A couple of weeks before Thanksgiving, my
neighbor Sue creates remarkable displays of
themed trees. Sue waves me away when I rave
about her decorations, but I’ve seriously never seen anything like them. Last year among the
trees was one decorated with books. Real books.
It was lovely.
Each tree has a theme. I think there are other
town residents who design the trees as well. They
were all much better than anything I can create.
But Sue’s stood out. Every tree that struck me as
particularly unique turned out to be one of hers.
There is something about this town that has
resonated with me in a way that nowhere else I’ve
lived has done. I think it’s about scale. I feel embedded already. Our mayor, Tom, will be holding
a holiday open house at his home. We got an invitation.
During the holiday festival, Sidney the shop dog
will be greeting everyone outside the antique shop
where he works, while Neal, the man he owns,
will probably sit inside and try to stay warm. The
Franklin Garden Club’s barrels are already full of
pine boughs and red branches. I know that Diana, the artist who started the garden club, has
checked to make sure everything looks just so.
The Rotary Club, a lovely bunch of folks who
meet once a month, share dinner and sing God
Bless America, will have set up the annual display of Christmas trees on Main Street. Shana and
Willem, the young couple who bought the huge
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Check them out
• Dickens village in Skaneateles: https://
w w w.skaneateles.com/calendar/annual-events/dickens-christmas
• Cooperstown Farmers’ Museum: https://
w w w.farmersmuseum.org/stec_event/
candlelight/
• Sharon Springs Christmas Chicken:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vdb2ZAYK0pI .
• Sharon Springs Victorian Holiday: https://
w w w.youtube.com/watch?v=XRvpRQBUg9M
• Franklin Holiday Market: https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /e v e n t s/ f r a n klin-delaware-county-new-york/
frank lin-holiday-market-and-christmas-stroll/392802464725834/
ical views. We disagree, very strongly. But we are
neighbors first.
It feels like growth. And hope.
As for my personal transformation, it’s taken
most of my lifetime for me to understand and accept myself without expecting too much. Small
talk is hard. People with big personalities delight
and exhaust me in equal measure. I need space. I
need quiet.
But I also need community. I’ve joined things
here in this little community. I never join things.
I’ve introduced myself to strangers and it didn’t
even feel weird. Living in a truly small town has
changed my life for the better.
This transformation has translated to my behavior outside my new home town. The idea of any
kind of reunion used to kick off a nausea-inducing
Largest collection of contemporary crafts


&UDIWV3HRSOH
in the Hudson Valley

Four buildings featuring pottery, glass,
jewelry, wood, fiber, toys, baskets & more
by over 500 artisans

Open: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday
OPEN EVERYDAY Dec. 13 - Dec.23
(closed Dec 24, 25, 26)

house next to the park, will be out in the thick of
things, where their little girl always wants to be.
They’ll probably be caroling in the park, which
their daughter has claimed as her own because it’s
next door to their house.
The Franklin Farmers’ Market crowd, the folks
from the newspaper, the Chamber, the artist group
that meets for lunch every Tuesday, I’ll probably
see them all. The other new people, the ones who
opened the upscale antique, décor and bespoke
fashion stores, will thrown open their doors. If
we’re lucky, the owner of our new cafe will have
the coffee pot on.

Re-open: Dec. 27 through Jan. 20

just kind of nice. Really nice.
It’s mind-bending. Don’t tell me I’m deluded.
I’m not. I don’t pretend to be okay with their polit-

Featuring Smart Operation
Easy Touch Controls — with scheduling,
cleaning prompts & gauges.

Visit www.harmanstoves.com or
Gem Woodstove Company for

toves
Pellet S t
a
starting 00

$

1,849

262 Spillway Rd., West Hurley, NY 12491
845-331-3859

www. craftspeople.us

Accentra 52i Insert
“The best selling insert just got hotter!”
Heat up to 2600 SF, features automatic
ignition & temperature control!

CURRENT OFFERS!

Space, quiet and community
I am different here. Better. More relaxed, more
confident. More open-minded.
This is a town that’s traditionally Republican.
Most newcomers aren’t. And yet somehow, despite the hysterics I occasionally (often?) join in
on on social media, I find that most local Republicans Trump supporters here are nice people. Not

Absolute 43

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
TO QUALIFIED
CUSTOMERS
ASK FOR DETAILS

Absolute 63
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WOOD • PELLET & GAS STOVES • FIREPLACES • SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES

7987 Rt. 32 North • Cairo NY

518-622-3862

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9-5 • other times by appointment

www.gemwoodstoves.com
www.gemwoodstove.com

Have a Very Merry Christmas!
Thank you for your patronage
throughout the year

“Whatever you need to get your car in shape this winter...

Insurance Claims • Restorations
Custom Paint • Free Estimates

(845) 247-7411
3189 Rte. 9W, Saugerties
Fax: (845) 247-3241 • starrcollision@yahoo.com

starrcollisionrepair.com

Come see our
new displays
of stoves,
inserts &
ﬁreplaces

You’ll ﬁnd it all under one roof!”
Foreign and Domestic • Wholesale • Retail • Auto & Truck

Whatever you drive... We’ve got the parts!
Voted #1 Auto Parts Store in the Mid Hudson Valley Choice Awards!

AUTO PARTS
LYNCH AUTO
SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

39 St. James St., Kingston
(845) 331-7500
Open 6 Days • Closed Sundays

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Exhaust Systems
Clutches
Brakes
Shocks
Fuel Pumps
Catalytic
Converters
Water Pumps
Plugs & Points
Belts, Hoses,
Filters
Batteries
Wipers, Lights
Distributors, Rotors
Rebuilt Parts
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Olive Oil and Vinegar Tap Room

New Paltz, NY
huguenotstreet.org

Gift
certificates
available

• Gift Baskets/Holiday Gift Sets
• Olive Oil, Aged Balsamic Vinegars
• Gourmet Foods and Fresh Vegetables
• Local Salami, Cheese, Jams & Maple Syrup
• Harney & Sons Tea and Accessories
• Sea Salts and Seasonings
15 North Front Street, New Paltz, NY • 845-255-0061
257 Main Street, Beacon, NY • 845-831-7247
www.scarboroughfarenp.com

For the Holidays!
Christmas Trees
Poinsettias, Wreaths

Holiday Showroom

Massage is a wonderful gift and
the holiday season is the perfect
time for a deeply relaxing and
therapeutic Hot Stone Massage
Specializing in Medical Massage
and Hot CoreStones® Massage

Dale Montelione Grust, LMT Director
96 Plains Road • New Paltz, NY

845-255-2188

PURCHASE GIFT CERTIFICATES OR
SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS ONLINE AT:

www.massagenewpaltz.com

FAMILY OWNED FOR 37+ YEARS

filled with gifts, collectibles
& everything you need
to decorate your tree!
An Evening of Holiday Shopping
December 8th , 5 - 6:30pm
featuring NPHS Caroling Choir

session of nostalgia and shyness. But at this year’s
reunion of my old work friends from my broadcast television days I did it my way. I sought out
the people I liked, we visited, and when I needed a
breather I sat by myself and watched. People came
and sat with me. Some of them clearly just wanting a breather, too. Others were happily continuing their social calls.
That little voice in my head that used to tell me
I “should” be mingling was gone. No one cared
whether I mingled or not. It was the best reunion
ever.
Franklin and I seem to fit. There are big personalities, but they don’t seem overwhelming. There
are quieter, more intense personalities, and space
is made for them. Most of the people here seem to
welcome newcomers who want to join in. There
is diversity of race, religion, sexual orientation.
Franklin is like the spaghetti sauce I was taught to
make years ago; a little extra something is always
fine – toss it in the pot. It’ll taste even better.
We’ve lived here a short time, and we know
enough people that it seems like a very good idea
to throw a holiday open house this year and invite
all the people we like. It’s going to be a crowd.
If it sounds like something out of It’s A Wonderful Life, that is because it is. It’s Bedford Falls on
a very small scale, without, it seems, Mr. Potter.
And what could be more in the spirit of the holidays than that?

Shop
New Paltz
and Gardiner
for the holidays
Come Join Lucky C Stables at our 16th Annual

PONIES & TOYS
TOY DRIVE
BBenefitting Family Of New Paltz!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Bakery: Our Delicious Cider Donuts
and more! Order your Holiday
Favorites today!
Gourmet Specialty Foods

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30

Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

GROUP DISCOUNT RATES
100+ TV channels, free wireless internet,
ﬁtness area and guest laundry.
Free Continental Breakfast.

Bring
a new,
unwrapped
toy for a
child in
need &
receive a
free pony or
horse ride!

Sunday December 15, 2019
3-5pm
at Lucky C Stables
(31 Yankee Folly Road New Paltz)
Event is held inside & is rain/snow/sleet or
shine but please dress warm! We will have hot
chocolate, holiday treats and holiday music!
All Ages Welcome!
For more information visit us on Facebook, check out
our website luckycstables.com or call 845-255-3220

Handicap accessible rooms available.
1/4 mile to NYS Thruway.
All local police, firefighters, and EMTs 15% off with valid ID.

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz • 845-255-8865 • www.abviofnewpaltz.com

Pilates of
New Paltz

Give PILATES or MASSAGE
# .Ê,.#ŏ.-."#-")&#3--)(|

Pilates of New Paltz
(
Rowan Tree Massage
yuvsvvqvvz.2.),0)#

12 N. Chestnut Street, in the village of New Paltz • www.pilatesnewpaltz.com
REFORMER TOWER •

CHAIR • MAT • TRX • BARRELS •

TRAPEZE TABLE • MAGIC CIRCLE

Toys & Tees
Comics & Collectibles
Vintage & New

Serious Toys for the Serious Collector
5 North Front St., New Paltz • 845.255.5100
Join us on Facebook & Instagram
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NEW OWNER

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

8 South
Chestnut Street
New Paltz, NY
12561

GIVE THE GIFT OF TRAVEL
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845.800.1819
Hours: Wed - Sun
11 am - 6 pm

Largest Indie Comic Book Selection in the Area
We offer subscriber/pull list service

nplittlelightcandle.com

246 Main Street., Suite #15 • New Paltz, NY 12501
845.255.1115

Apples and Our Own Cider at the Farm Market!
December Hours: Mon - Fri 9 - 5, Sat & Sun 10 - 4

43 N. Chestnut St., New Paltz
(845) 255-7706

We’ve moved for the winter!

www.newpaltztravel.com

Come to the grand re-opening of
our winter store on Dec. 7th!

Travel Makes the
Perfect Gift!

Free hot cider and samples of holiday flavored ice cream!
(Just follow the signs!)

Experiences make MEMORIES...
A gift you have your whole life!
• Autism Friendly Vacations • Destination Weddings
• Golf Tours • European Beer Tours • Group Travel
• Guided Land Tours • Honeymoons
• Ocean & River Cruises • Wine Cruises

255-0693 • Rt. 208, New Paltz • www.dresselfarms.com

Celebrate the art of giving at

Isabella’s

ENGLAND FRANCE GERMANY ICELAND
IRELAND ITALY PORTUGAL SCANDINAVIA
are favorites!

A whimsical gathering of all things beautiful,
crafted locally and from around the world
7 North Front St, New Paltz • 845-255-5100

845.489.8918 • KKRAUS@CruisePlanners.com

Open daily with extended Holiday hours •

www.Dream-Journeys.com

isabellastreasures

AW
Warm Irish Welcome
Awaits You At
DRINK LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Our award-winning wines are perfect for gifts and parties.

Visit our Tasting Room
for December Sales and Champagnes!

Gastropub • Dining • Events
Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!

Thurs-Mon 11:30-5:30
GARDINER, NY 845-255-4613 WHITECLIFFWINE.COM

— Featuring Chef Josh Paige —

SPECIAL AMERICAN MADE GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

• Daily & Seasonal Specials
• Irish Music, First and Third
Thursday of the Month!

Unique gifts for everyone on your
ur list,
list featuring American Crafts by local artists.

GIVE THE GIFT OF GARVAN’S!
Gift Certificates Available
Pavilion available for Weddings, Parties, Gatherings and More.

Reserve now for New Years!
215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

6 N. Front Street, New Paltz (845) 255-6277
www.handmadeandmore.com
Open 10-7 Daily, 10-6 Sunday
Holiday Hours begin Fri., Dec. 13th
10-8 DAILY • 10-6 SUNDAYS

The New Paltz Merchant Collective
COLLECTIBLES
5 North Front Street

69 Main Street

3 Church Street

Isabella’s
77 Main Street

Dragon Realm
81 Main Street

7 North Front Street

73 Main Street

INQUIRING MINDS
KonTiki Trading Post
BOOKSTORE
6 Church Street

70 Main Street

Come spend the holidays in the Heart of New Paltz!

5, 2019
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Holiday Happenings

$35. Levon Helm Studios, 160 Plochmann Lane,
Woodstock.

Sinterklaas, Rhinebeck
Saturday, December 7, all day long.
Parade 6 pm.
The day features performances at venues
throughout the village of Rhinebeck: dance, music and theatrics, tightrope walking, even fire juggling! Strolling musicians, dancing grumpuses and
a variety of colorful characters wander the streets
of the village to delight children with stories and
treats. Astride his white steed, Sinterklaas leads
the Children’s Starlight Parade, which culminates
in the center of town with the pageant, honoring
the children and ending with a wish for peace.

Holiday Market At Bethel Woods
Saturday and Sunday, December 7
and 8, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Featuring over 85 vendors throughout the market sheds, events gallery and grounds, highlighting regional vendors and beyond, while offering a
selection of food trucks and outdoor vendors. Admission to the museum will be 50% off, and it will
be open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily, with last entry
at 2 p.m. There will also be a holiday craft studio to
create handmade gift tags, gift wrap and more in
the classrooms on the lower level from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. The Sullivan County Dramatic Workshop will
be onsite on Saturday with live caroling throughout the day. Please visit BethelWoodsCenter.org

Dutchess Symphonic Sounds
Frozendale Festival

Saturday, December 7 at 3 p.m.

Saturday, December 14, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Rosendale Library’s holiday stories for children at 10 a.m. with Miss Pat. A roaming brass band, a variety of
musicians, Santa Claus, and shops offering special treats. For information go to https://www.facebook.com/
FroZendalerosendale. Main Street, Rosendale.

Poughkeepsie Celebration
Of Lights

Bardavon website or call the Bardavon at 4732072.

Friday, December 6 at 6:30 p.m.

A Redd Hot Christmas

The Poughkeepsie parade will commence at
6:30 p.m. on Main and Garden streets and proceed to the first Christmas tree lighting on Main,
near Market Street. Following the parade and
fireworks, the Bardavon will present a screening
of the family film classic Sandlot (1993) at 8 p.m.
Parking is readily available in City of Poughkeepsie municipal lots. For further info check out the

TLK

Friday, December 6.
Doors at 7:30 p.m., show at 8.
A clothing drive and dance party to benefit
Family of Woodstock hosted by Eric Redd with
the Alexis P Suter Band. Partygoers are asked to
donate a new warm clothing item to the Family
of Woodstock Hotline, Textline & Walk-In Center.
Family of Woodstock has been helping members
of the community without judgment with “any
problem under the sun” for 49 years. Tickets are

The Northern Dutchess Symphony Orchestra
will play selections from March of the Toys, Miracle on 34th Street, Polar Express, and A Charlie Brown Christmas, followed by Tchaikovsky’s
classic The Nutcracker. Joining the orchestra for
the second half of the program will be the combined vocal resources of the Rhinebeck Choral
Club and the Franklin D. Roosevelt and John Jay
high schools. Tickets are $28 for adults, $23 for
seniors, and $5 for students. For information call
635-0877. The concert will be at Franklin D. Roosevelt High School, 156 S Cross Rd, Staatsburg.

Christmas Vinegar Festival
December 7 and 8, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
These recipes have been preserved at Our Lady
of the Resurrection Monastery at 246 Barmore
Road in Lagrangeville from a twelfth-century
monastery cookbook and has curated their dis-

LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197
TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

C o n stru ct io n Sit es
P a r ty E v e nt s • Weddin g s
C a m p si te s • F lea Market s
We e k e n d s • Weekly • Mon t h ly

Ulster Ballet’s UPAC “Christmas Carol”
Friday, December 6 at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, December 7 at 4 p.m., and Sunday,
December 8 at 2 p.m.
Featuring a cast of more than 60 dancers, actors and stage professionals from the Hudson Valley, the
company presents this heartwarming tale of redemption through the use of narration and dance. This classic production captures the attention of audiences of all ages. Tickets are $25 for adults and $22 for senior
citizens, and UPAC/Bardavon members. For groups of ten or more, and children 12 and under, tickets are
$18. To purchase tickets, call the UPAC box office at 339-6088; visit Ticketmaster at ticketmaster.com, or call
800-745-3000. UPAC, 601 Broadway, Kingston.

December 5, 2019
Holiday Gift Guide

| 19

season in Sweden has been observed for hundreds
of years, with light, food and song brightening the
early, dark mornings. The St. Lucia celebration
is held annually to Christ’s Lutheran Church, 26
Mill Hill Road, Woodstock. 679-2336.

A Colonial Christmas
Saturday, December 14 and
Saturday, December 21, 5 to 8 p.m.
The Edmonston House in Vails Gate, headquarters of Revolutionary War major generals
Gates and St. Clair, is decorated for the holiday
season so it looks as it would have looked during
the last years of the eighteenth-century war: a
crackling fire, music and holiday fare. 1042
Route 94, Vails Gate. Free admission, accepting
donations.

Singing Anchors In Kingston
Sunday, December 15 at 12:30 pm.
An afternoon of holiday music and songs
by Emmy Award-winning performers Jerry
Gretzinger and Benita Zahn. The $30 ticket
covers coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and a wide variety of desserts. Cash bar available. Best Western Plus, 503 Washington Avenue, Kingston.
514-0327.

Vassar Lessons And Carols
Sunday, December 8. 6:30 p.m.
Featuring Advent and scriptural readings and an ensemble of 190 singers at Vassar College, 124 Raymond
Avenue in Poughkeepsie.

Lumberyard Solstice Concert

Saturday, December 14
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Merry Christmas
$

Up to 100
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Featuring gifts made in the Catskills such as
maple syrup, soap, pottery, quilts, felted wool hats
and bags, jewelry and many other handmade and
affordable gifts. Piano music by Lisa Menard,
ukulele singalong by the Catskill Ukulele Club.
Hot lunch and homemade bake sale benefit
the Olive Free Library, 4033 Route 28A, West
Shokan. 657-2482.
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Olive Holiday Crafts Fair

24 HOUR TOWING

GREAT GIFTS!

itt

All-day cooking, viewing and eating gingerbread competition creations, followed by awards
ceremony and tea and cookie reception. Mohonk
Mountain House, 1000 Mountain Rest Rd, New
Paltz. 765-3286.

Tune-Ups • Tires • Brakes • Oil Changes
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Sunday, December 8,
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Mountain House Gingerbread

Get your
Snow Tires
Today!
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“Elf ” starring Will Ferrell as Buddy, an eccentric human raised by Santa’s elves who embarks
on a journey through New York City in search of
his family and the true meaning of the holidays.
Surprises for all guests. In addition, expect Santa
& Mrs. Claus at the event for meet, greet and photographs. Admission is $5 at the door, children
are free. Proceeds to benefit Lights for Learning
Emergency Fund for Students. SUNY Ulster.

One of the biggest celebrations of the Christmas

OGUST

December 7 at 5 p.m.

Family-friendly musical event to benefit Lumberyard’s youth programs and Catskill Community Center. Lumberyard, 62 Water Street, Catskill.

Saturday, December 14, 4 p.m.

BY DION

Suny Ulster Goes Elfin

Sunday, December 15, 2 p.m.

Saint Lucia In Woodstock

PHOTOS

tinctive flavors for more than two decades with a
vinegar starter. The vinegars and tonics are unique
gifts for the holiday season and can be paired with
other gifts such as soft biscotti, donut muffins and
lemon cookies. Also on sale for Advent: liturgical
calendars, handcrafted Icons and nativity scenes,
as well as gifts from the Abbaye d’Hautecombe,
France. Call 518-656-9440.
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With every

gift subscription
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you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a
yo

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

TO:

FROM:

Have Yourself a Very Zen Yule

name: ____________________________________

name: ____________________________________

Saturday, December 14,
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

street address: ______________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________ state __

town/city: _________________ state __

First seating, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., second seating,
2 to 3:30 p.m. A vegetarian Italian feast for 400
people complete with gifts, musical entertainment
and perhaps a visit from Santa Claus. Neighbors
contribute food, gift items, holiday decorations,
cash donations, and volunteer labor. The holiday dinner is a non-denominational event, free to
all, and takes place rain or shine (or snow). Zen
Mountain Monastery, Plank Road in Mt. Tremper For directions, call 688-2228.

phone:___________

zip ____

email: __________________

phone:___________

zip ____

email: __________________

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.
Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200
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Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

Your experts in emergency care just got faster.
When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians
who are board-certiﬁed in emergency medicine and backed
by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less
E.R. Pledge
Now, when you visit the emergency room at
HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus,
a member of Westchester Medical Center
Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member
of our care team within 30 minutes.

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge
at HAHV.org/ER30

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1.

HAHV.org

