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Blowin’ 
in the wind 
Kingston demonstrations 
highlight the need for change

by Lynn Woods and Geddy Sveikauskas

Yes, ‘n’ how many times must a man 
look up

Before he can see the sky?
Yes, ‘n’ how many ears must one man 

have
Before he can hear people cry?
Yes, ‘n’ how many deaths will it take 

‘til he knows
That too many people have died?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in 

the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind.

— Bob Dylan, 1963

I
n the late afternoon of last 

Wednesday, June 3, a large num-
ber of people of all races and a 
spectrum of ages and appearances 
gathered on Academy Green in Ul-
ster County’s capital city to protest 

the murder of George Floyd in Min-
neapolis on May 25. Estimates of the 
size of the initial crowd varied from 
1500 to 2000, and the marchers and 
watchers down Broadway after the 
speeches approached 3000 in num-
ber. When everyone took a knee for 
nine minutes on Broadway in mem-
ory of, and in solidarity with, George 
Floyd, whose death under the knee of 
a Minneapolis police officer took that 
amount of time, the crowd stretched 
from Cedar Street all the way to the 
new turnabout at Albany Avenue.

“We had no idea it was going to be 
that many people,” said Anne Ames 
with the local chapter of End the New 
Jim Crow Network (ENJAN), one of 
several social justice groups, includ-
ing the Hudson Valley Chapter of Cit-
izens Action of New York, that orga-

nized the event. “The demonstration 
was to show solidarity and let our 
political leaders know how important 
this issue is. It’s time to go the draw-
ing board with legislation.”

Amidst placards of “I Can’t 
Breathe,” “Black Lives Matter,” and 
“No Justice, No Peace,” the Kingston 
demonstrators listened to speeches. 
Sign-carrying demonstrators filled 
the park to the gills, spilling out onto 
the adjoining sidewalks, where cars 
parked on Colonel Chandler Drive 
bore more signs. Among the county 
and city officials present were county 
executive Pat Ryan, district attorney 
Dave Clegg, sheriff Juan Figueroa, 
Kingston mayor Steve Noble, and 
Kingston police chief Egidio Tinti. 

There was a palpable sense of 
solidarity at this extraordinary local 
event, as people in the crowd who 
knew each other in other contexts 
discovered that they had something 
else in common. “It was nice seeing 
the family get together like this,” said 
a 28-year-old man from Shandaken 
who had also attended a Poughkeep-
sie rally the previous day. “We don’t 
see each other so often.”

Ames was one of nearly a dozen lo-
cal activists and educators who galva-
nized the crowd with words that hit 
notes of outrage, sadness, empower-
ment, and urgency. One hundred and 
forty-four placards bearing a name 
and photograph of an African Ameri-
can who’d been killed by police were 
attached to stakes arranged in rows 
on the lawn, a moving tribute that 
vividly illustrated the scope and per-

sistence of the tragedy. 
The crowd was both black and 

white, young and old — although the 
majority were probably under age 35. 
As millennials emerge as a political 
force, it is hoped that racist policies, 
practices and underlying attitudes 
and assumptions will finally change.

Things have to change 
“I’m here because it’s very dis-

heartening what’s happening,” said 
Kingston resident Ronnette Parker, 
who wore a t-shirt with the words “I 
Stand With Black Men” and carried 
a large sign reading “Injustice Any-
where is Injustice Everywhere,” with 
the names of the states written in in 
green and red. “This is just the tip of 
the iceberg. We’re going to move into 

a new civil-rights movement, and lo-
cally we need police accountability.”

Pastor Rickey McDonald and Sha-
mecca Desousa attended with their 
14-year-old son, Demetrius. “We’re 
one nation under God, but the nation 
is divided,” McDonald said. “Police 
see my skin tone as a threat,” under-
mining the essential trust that’s need-
ed for effective policing that protects 
rather than endangers the public. 

Ending racism and implementing 
social justice policies starts with vot-
ing in the local elections, added De-
sousa. She worries about her son ev-
ery time he goes out to ride his bike: 
“You have to give him a list of things 
he cannot do and things he can if he’s 
stopped by the police,” she said. Like 
what? “Remain polite. Keep your 

D I O N  O G U S T

More than 1,500 participated in the "Walk for Black Lives" march and rally in Kingston on June 2.

L Y N N  W O O D S

Ronnette Parker at the Kingston march and rally.
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hands visible. Answer every ques-
tion …. When he was eight years old 
he was excited to see a cop, but I was 
nervous.”  

Gerissa Divalentino, a high-school 
student from New Paltz, said, “I’m 
very hopeful. People are starting to 
take the issue of systemic racism seri-
ously .… This country puts too much 
money into the police and military.” It 
should be investing in education and 
health care, added her friend and fel-
low student, Vianna Koegel. 

Twenty-year-old Ian (who didn’t 
want to provide his last name) wor-
ries all the time about his friends and 
family. “The police are upholding the 
system,” he said. “I’ve heard of some-
one being hospitalized after there 
was a noise complaint and he had 
an altercation with the cops. Things 
have to change.” 

And Steven Edwards, age 14, who 
was there with his two younger broth-
ers, said when he’s out he has to pay 
attention all the time. “My mom said 
to be careful of the way we act in front 
of the police.”

“Enough is enough,” added his 
mom, Roxana Almonte, reached by 
phone. “We need everyone to band 
together.”

Holding offi cials accountable
People need to “put the foot to the 

fire” to pass legislation for more po-
lice accountability, proclaimed kick-
off speaker Ames. 

“The power of the people is stron-
ger than the people in power,” said 
Odell Winfield, also with ENJAN.

Rita Worthington, alderwoman for 
Kingston’s Ward 4, said protests must 
continue until the policies change. 
“Help disrupt the normal for stand-
ing for truth, righteousness and the 
power struggle,” she proclaimed.  

Longtime activist Ismail Shabazz 
recounted how he was assaulted by 
six police officers in 1988 and after 
filing a civil suit, got a judgment. “I 
don’t hate police, it’s the system that 
allows it to happen,” Shabazz added, 
He advising folks to “hit the streets, 
without violence.”

Educator Albert Cook told the 
crowd “they’ve been killing us since 
1619, with no cause” and described 
how the open-casket funeral of 
14-year-old Emmett Till, who was 
beaten to death in 1955 by whites 
for purportedly whistling at a white 
woman, “started the movement, be-
cause everyone saw the truth.” His 
advice to the Caucasians in the audi-
ence: “This is not a time for self-cen-
tered guilt and making yourself feel 
better. What we need is focus …. Our 
presence must make people uncom-
fortable.” 

Lisa Lent-Royer described how her 
16-year-old daughter was “pounded 
in the face” by police when she was 

16 and had an asthma attack as cops 
withheld her inhaler. “We need police 
accountability in Kingston, Ulster 
County and New York State and I 
won’t sit my grief until we get it.” 

Jessica McNabb from Harambee 
began with the words, “My heart is 
broken,” regarding a discussion with 
her ten-year- old nephew to let him 
know he could be safe. “You must 
take care of your house first were the 
words of my grandmother, which 
holds officers accountable,” she said. 
“You are just as guilty if you are not 
holding people accountable.” 

The last speaker, Fanon Frazier of 
Citizen Action, admonished white 
people to “please put your body in front 
of a black body” and “share your privi-
lege.” He directed everyone to Broad-
way, with people holding the 144 plac-
ards of those who had died in the front. 

An extraordinary event
The crowd crossed Albany Avenue 

and marched down Broadway. The 
chants ceased as everyone stopped 
and kneeled, some raising their arms. 

A group of ninth-grade girls from 
New Paltz, accompanied by parents 
who were veteran activists — they’d 
previously attended the women’s 
march and climate change rallies. 
Retired 89-year-old Kingston High 
School social studies teacher How-
ard Rust, accompanied by his dog. 
said he had attended a Martin Lu-
ther King rally decades ago. When he 
started the high school’s first black 
studies program, he recalled, he had 
been labeled a Communist. 

As the marchers strode up Cedar 
and wound through Midtown on 
Prospect, Franklin, Broadway, Lib-
erty and Clinton streets, people came 
out onto their porches. Some raised 
their arms or lifted signs in solidarity. 

It was nearly 7 p.m. by the time the 
demonstrators got back to Academy 
Green. The sky, streets, houses and 
people looked luminous in the sun-
set’s afterglow. The air was fragrant 

with sage attached to a torch that a 
couple of demonstrators had lit. It 
was a moment rich with hope.

The answer, my friend, was blowin’ 
in the wind.

District attorney Dave Clegg later 
described the event as an extraor-
dinary moment in the community. 
“People talked about their major 
concerns about our criminal-justice 
system, policing and the history of 
racism in our country, which was 
supported by everybody who was 
there,” Clegg said. “Important deci-
sions need to take place.”

For the organizers, top of the list of 
their agenda was repealing of a state 
law which bars public access to police 
officers’ disciplinary records, and po-
lice accountability, said Rashid Tyler.

Police training needs to be extend-
ed from six to eight weeks to a year, 
she said. “More emphasis needs to be 
if they have to use force, limiting it so 
it’s not intended to kill,” she added.

The demonstration and march 
were just a first step. “The march 
draws attention to the problem, but 
it’s not the work,” Tyler said. 

“Until the legislation gets passed, 
we’ll keep walking,” added Ames.

Independent oversight
Locally, a priority is creation of an 

oversight body that is truly indepen-
dent of the police regarding issues of 
police discipline, hiring and firing.

Mayor Steve Noble has been in a 
tight spot. The 75-member police de-
partment constitutes 26 percent of 
the city’s 2020 budget, with more ex-
penses possible to pay for additional 
capital outlays and the results of bind-
ing arbitration. Like police unions 
throughout the nation, the Kingston 
Police Benevolent Association uses 
its bargaining power not only to gain 
higher pay and better working condi-
tions but also to protect its members 
by representing their interests in dis-
ciplinary proceedings.

In a recent issue of The New Re-

public, writer Kim Kelly expressed 
some of the negative possibilities 
inherent in the position of police 
unions. “The law-enforcement com-
munity — and especially its unions — 
first response, when one of its officers 
is caught red-handed, is to circle the 
wagons, vilify the victim or survivor, 
and bat away any criticism or dissent 
as virtual sedition,” Kelly wrote. “If 
and when  reforms are introduced  in 
the wake of an abuse of police pow-
ers, police and their unions remain 
in wagon-circling mode, determined 
to shoot them down. The bottom line 
here is all too plain: The police do not 
want reform; they want the freedom 
to operate with impunity.”

The city’s law office had advised 
the Common Council not to move 
forward with police-reform legisla-
tion during union contract nego-
tiations. “Exercising caution,” read a 
release from majority leader Rennie 
Scott-Childress and Common Coun-
cil members Rita Worthington and 
Jeffrey Morell, the three-member 
policing subcommittee of the Laws 
and Rules Committee, “we agreed to 
await the conclusions of contract ne-
gotiations.” 

Recognizing the complexity of 
their task, the subcommittee chaired 
by Worthington spent many months 
on a proposal they felt would result 
in permanent improvements. They 
were asking the mayor to support 
their legislation and appoint a more 
diverse body of police commission-
ers. No reform proposals and no ap-
pointments came from the mayor. 

The subcommittee release criti-
cizing mayor Noble for stalling was 
made public two days after the Acad-
emy Green rally. The members were 
glad, the statement tartly said, that 
the mayor had pledged his commit-
ment to signing the legislation. He 
could start by appointing qualified 
community members to the police 
commission.

Perhaps the answer to the mayor’s 
change in position was blowin’ in the 
wind. On Facebook the evening of the 
Academy Green rally, Noble had writ-
ten, “I hear you, I see you. I know it has 
taken too long.” He said he would sup-
port and sign the Common Council’s 
legislation. “Let’s make this happen.”

This Monday he elaborated on his 
new sense of urgency. “I have per-
sonally been confronted with a hard 
truth,” Noble wrote. “My privilege 
has allowed me to believe that Covid 
19 is a public-health emergency, but 
racism and police brutality is not. 
Every day, people of color are afraid 
for their lives — afraid for their chil-
dren’s lives — because the system that 
was designed to protect them has also 
caused devastating harm. This is an 
emergency, and I am committed to 
start treating it that way.” 

D I O N  O G U S T L Y N N  W O O D S

Left, attendees of the march and rally; right, Rickey McDonald and Shamecca Desousa with their son, Demetrius (in middle) at the Kingston march and rally.
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Concrete solutions
Review of an industrial 
plant proposed 
off  Route 28 is 
set to resume

by Paul Smart

T
om Auringer does not 

give up easily. The en-
vironmental review for 
a proposed industrial 
plant on former quarry 
lands now surrounded 

by state forest and a growing network 
of popular hiking trails is set to re-
sume with a virtual audio meeting by 
phone this coming Monday evening, 
June 15.

The Town of Kingston posted a le-
gal notice last week that its planning 
board will hold its next meeting at 
7 p.m. to discuss the application of 
Auringer’s company, 850 Route 28 
LLC, via WebEx. 

The public can listen in. “This is 
not a public hearing and no public 
comments will be allowed,” the notice 
stressed. “A public hearing on this 
application will be held in the future 
and will be duly noticed.”

Representatives from the applicant 
business will provide information 
sought by planners and their consul-
tants, including consulting attorney 
Rick Golden. That information in the 
form of application amendments has 
been available on the applicant’s web-

site at 850route28.com.  Many of the 
changes, and planning board’s com-
ments and questions, had been pred-
icated by public outcry, much of it 
coordinated by the Woodstock Land 
Conservancy and Catskill Mountain-

keeper, two of many regional envi-
ronmental organizations that have 
expressed concerns about the prox-
imity of the industrial uses next to 
sensitive public lands.

850 Route 28 LLC has applied to 
build two 120,000-square-foot man-
ufacturing structures for the assem-
bly of steel and cement bridge-repair 
components on the site of the former 
quarry. The large land parcel is now 
surrounded by state-owned and Open 
Space Institute-owned lands that are 
part of the Bluestone Wild Forest and 
Onteora Lake recreation area. 

In January, nearly 200 people 
came out to a Town of Kingston plan-
ning-board meeting held in a Town of 
Ulster school, where they listened to 
planners’ questions about the appli-
cation. In March, a workshop meet-
ing was held to accept new materials 
created in answer to questions raised 
by the town’s engineer, Ryan Loucks 
of Crawford & Associates, planning 
counsel Golden, and Kingston plan-
ning board members.

What’s new in the application 
The new application materials in-

clude a revised site plan, a newly re-
vised environmental assessment form 
(which project opponents are saying 
should be jettisoned for a more com-
prehensive Environmental Impact 
Statement, given that the project’s ini-
tial EAF was rejected by the planning 
board last August), new letters and 
emails from state agencies regarding 
curb cuts and existing trail easements, 
and other supplementary materials. 

A letter to the Town of Kingston’s 
planning-board chair John Konior 
from the applicants’ lead engineer, 
Barry Medenbach, further outlines 
specific answers and responses to 
matters raised January 22, includ-
ing mention of the late congressman 
Maurice Hinchey’s facilitation of the 
site’s sale to a private company, Boc-
card Industries, in the late 1980s for a 
proposed manufacturing facility, with 
similar job numbers, in exchange for 
the donation of what would become 
the Onteora Lake and wild-forest 

D I O N  O G U S T

The site of the proposed concrete plant at 850 Route 28in Kingston. 

Kingston cancels 
fi reworks
Kingston mayor Steve Noble an-

nounced last week that the city’s 
2020 Fourth of July fireworks display 
and celebration has been cancelled. 
“In consultation with public health 
officials, the City of Kingston has 
determined that the annual Fourth 
of July fireworks and gathering can-
not safely occur while following the 
State’s social distancing guidelines,” 
according to a press release. “In an 
effort to honor our frontline workers, 
healthcare workers and first respond-
ers, there will be a motorized parade 
in the City of Kingston, and simul-
taneously across Ulster County, on 
Sunday, July 5, 2020.”

“This was a difficult decision, as 
the July Fourth fireworks is one 

of Kingston’s most beloved events, 
which brings together hundreds of 
residents and visitors alike,” said 
Noble. “This year we are excited 
to join Ulster County and our sur-
rounding municipalities to show 
our collective appreciation for 
frontline workers. We honor these 
essential members of our commu-
nity by celebrating the holiday safe-
ly, protecting the health of those 
around us.”

More information about the July 5 
cavalcade, including time, locations 
and further details, will be forthcom-
ing from county executive’s Pat Ryan’s 
office in the coming weeks.

Noble offered thanks to the ocal 
law firm Mainetti & Mainetti, PC for 
its readiness to sponsor the fireworks 
again this year and its support of this 
community event.

Our doors are closed,
but we're still open online!
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lands. At the time, Hinchey was chair 
of the state Assembly’s Environmen-
tal Conservation Committee.

Greater environmental oversight
Woodstock Land Conservancy ex-

ecutive director Maxanne Resnick 
reported this week that her organi-
zation and Catskill Mountainkeeper 
have submitted a number of reports 
and letters to the planning board for 
review, including reports from con-
sultants Hydroquest in regards to 
faulty hydrology tests submitted by 
the applicants. The site does have a 
significant history as a particularly 
rich example of the region’s blue-
stone quarrying cultural legacy. A 
separate report from local historian 
Glenn Kreisberg charts the presence 
of important Native-American routes 
through the property. Finally, stud-
ies by Barton & Logiudice associate 
Thomas C. Baird P.E. finds inconsis-
tencies in the application materials, 
including with sound studies to con-
sider cumulative effects. 

In addition, letters from the orga-
nizations’ attorneys and several plan-
ning consultants have argued for the 
positive environmental declaration. 
The project’s impacts require not a 
short-form environmental assess-
ment form review but the greater 
oversight involved in a full environ-
mental impact statement.

A letter has also been sent from the 
Mid-Hudson Group Sierra Club to 
state assemblymember Kevin Cahill 
expressing “concerns regarding the 
increasing accumulation of cranes, 
trucks, heavy equipment, and other 
materials” at the 850 Route 28 site. 
“We believe that this usage is in vio-

lation of the current zoning and that 
there is no valid permit to allow these 
activities at the site,” that letter noted. 
“Lacking appropriate controls, noises 
and stormwater pollution emanating 
from the site may cause harm to ad-
jacent wetlands and water bodies and 
diminish the public’s enjoyment of 
the Bluestone Wild Forest.”

“There seem to be great inadequa-
cies in the application,” Resnick said 
on behalf of the Woodsotck Land 
Conservancy. “These would all be an-
swered within a full EIS process.”

The January 22 meeting that the 
June 15 virtual meeting is to follow 
up on was the planning board’s first 
public session on the controversial 
manufacturing proposal since August 
29, 2019, when an even larger crowd 
came out to hear the local planning 
board announce it was rescinding 
both an earlier negative declaration 
regarding the need for a full EIS and 
a zoning change the town board had 
made involving the property last year.

Raleigh Green, public relations of-
ficer for 850 Route 28 LLC, said this 
week that he wasn’t expecting any ac-
tion at the applicant’s site until the au-
tumn, at earliest. The planning board 
has planned no further meetings on 
his client’s application until then, he 
said. “This has been a very drawn-out 
process … and we have many more 
months to go,” he said. “This is still 
a long game, and the applicants are 
still committed, especially given Ul-
ster County’s unemployment figures 
and the need for new revenue sources 
for local government.”

Those wishing to attend the virtual 
planning board meeting at 7 p.m. 
next Monday, June 15 should call 
1-408-418-9388, access code 796 230 
808, password: 2345.

Kingston | business

Kingston seeks 
to curb cars

Mayor Steven Noble has 

posted a public opinion sur-
vey at EngageKingston.com 
seeking input on an Open-
Streets concept for the City of 
Kingston. 

 Kingston is considering a 
plan that would help shops 
and restaurants get back to 
business by operating out-
doors. According to the may-
or, streets could be closed to 
vehicular traffic and opened 
up to pedestrians, creating 
more physical space for out-
door dining and open-air 
shopping. 

“We recognize everyone is 
eager for our local businesses 
to reopen, but we also must 
continue to be vigilant about 
the health and wellness of our 
entire community,” said No-
ble. “We hope this concept will 
both help local businesses and 
offer safe shopping and dining 
for residents. Whether you’re 
a Kingston business owner, 
resident or visitor, please take 
a moment to fill out the survey 
and provide your feedback.” 

The pan would be initiated 
by the end of June and con-
tinue through Columbus Day. 
The survey will be open until 
this Friday, June 12, and can be found at https://
engagekingston.com/openstreets-initiative. 

Businesses interested in participating should 
use the survey to reserve the public spaces nec-

essary for outdoor operation. More resources and 
guidance for businesses entering Phase 2 of the 
state recovery plan can be found at https://kings-
ton-ny.gov/kingstonrecovers.

D I O N  O G U S T

Jean Michel, owner of LeCanard in Kingston, prepares to reopen with 
outside dining.
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Superhero on the home front

Pandemic story 
empowers kids to 
keep families healthy

by Frances Marion Platt

T
hink you’re sick and 

tired of being cooped up 
waiting for the pandemic 
to be over? Isolation can 
be even harder on ener-
getic children  – especial-

ly when they’re too young to process 
why it’s necessary. Hearing the story 
of another kid who’s going through the 
same challenge might be just the thing 
to help some youngster in your life 
make it through the next few months. 
That’s where Holly Winter Huppert’s 
new children’s book comes in.

Now available in both hardcopy 
and e-book format, Hans Helps: A 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 Story follows 
a six-year-old boy who helps protect 
his family from the coronavirus by 
following the “Healthy Seven” hab-
its. It’s written in the first person, at a 
comprehension level that Huppert, a 
kindergarten teacher, describes as an 
“I Can Read This Myself book.” But 
parents can also read it to younger 
children to help them understand 
why they need to do things different-

ly during a public-health emergency, 
and how that can even become fun 
(at least some of the time).

Hans Helps is illustrated with en-
gaging photos of the inspiration for 
the story: Hans Huppert is a student 
at Chambers Elementary School in 
Kingston. A cheeky-looking lad in 
oversize glasses (and sometimes a 
Pikachu hat), he makes the story in-
stantly relatable – mugging at the 
camera while giving a thumbs-up, 
leaping off his aunt’s porch, helping 

to carry groceries to his great-grand-
mother’s house, doing crafts proj-
ects, diligently washing his hands. 
“He’s my real-life great-nephew – my 
brother’s son’s son,” the author con-
firms.

This isn’t the first time that they’ve 
collaborated on a writing project. 
Holly Winter Huppert teaches at a 
different Kingston school, George 
Washington Elementary. When 
there’s a snow day and Hans’ par-
ents are at work, she’s available to 

hang out with the boy. Last winter 
they started a new family tradition 
that they call Snow Day School, and 
Huppert published a book about it in 
January – also pitched at beginning 
readers – titled Hans Goes to Snow 
Day School.

This occasional treat turned into 
something more serious in March, 
when Hans’ father asked Holly if the 
boy could come over for a day. Then 
the school district announced that 
school would be closed for two weeks. 
Hans thought it was because his 
teacher was sick, and his great-aunt 
had to explain to him what an epi-
demic was. “He came and we started 
talking and I took notes of exactly 
what he was saying,” she recounts.

Soon they were making a game to-
gether of learning the healthy habits 
needed to protect Hans’ elderly great-
grandmother and other vulnerable 
people from the coronavirus. The 
boy quickly surmised that he could 
be “like a superhero” by adhering to 
the rules about how to prevent the 
deadly germ from spreading. Follow 
Hans through his busy day with Aunt 
Holly isn’t merely a dutiful review of 
best practices for personal hygiene 
during a pandemic. Readers are also 
drawn in by little details that convey 
the boy’s winning personality. He’s 
partial to orange foods, we learn, and 
enthusiastic about word games, such 
as spotting things that start with the 
same letter as his own name. He gen-
erally enjoys helping people, but gets 
annoyed with his three-year-old sis-
ter’s frequent demands for hugs.

Hans Helps doesn’t gloss over the 
downside of having to cope with ma-
jor changes to the routines that make 
children feel secure. Hans gets frus-
trated at first with all the new rules 
that he has to learn and follow. He 
feels sad that he can’t hug relatives 
with compromising health conditions. 

When he finds out that he won’t be 
able to see his aunt again except via 
video chat for “a lot of days,” he does 
some acting out of classic stages of 
processing grief, including anger and 
bargaining. He gets indignant, blam-
ing doctors and scientists for not fix-
ing the virus right away.

“I wanted this book to be a mod-
eling thing,” says Huppert, “that it’s 
okay for kids to be angry.”

After a bit of yelling and a good 
cry, Hans regains his equilibrium 
and heads home with renewed de-

D I O N  O G U S T

Holly Winter Huppert.

Multicultural festival online
The eighth annual Kingston Multicultural Festi-

val goes live online on June 14. Each year, folk artists and 
cultural organizations in Kingston and surrounding com-
munities gather at T.R. Gallo Park in the Rondout to cel-
ebrate the Mid-Hudson Valley’s cultural diversity. 

In this time of physical distancing, the Kingston Multi-
cultural Festival Committee decided to celebrate Hudson 
Valley diversity and promote cultural sharing with a vir-
tual festival. The festival website (www.kingstonmulticul-
turalfestival.org) offers a wide variety of experiences. New 
features this year include Eastern European music from 
Caprice Rouge, Italian crooner Michael Del Vecchio and 
his Michael Dell Orchestra, Latino fusion trio Sabor La-
tino, Latin dance troupe Dojo Dance and the Woodstock 
Jewish Congregation. 

The Reher Center for Immigrant Culture and History in 
Kingston is partnering with Barrett Art Center in Pough-
keepsie on the digital cultural quilt Project. Share your 
culture by contributing a digital quilt square. See more 

than 50 squares of our ever-growing quilt already posted 
on Instagram at #CulturalQuiltHV. Find instructions to 
make a quilt square at ReherCenter.org or on the festival 
website. 

This year’s festival is dedicated to the memory of Esther 
Taylor Evans, a member of the Kingston African-Amer-
ican community who was a fierce advocate for the black 
and multicultural communities. 

The Kingston Multicultural Festival began in 2012 as 
a Kingston block party led by county historian Geoffrey 
Miller, founder of the Reher Center for Immigrant Culture 
and History, as a way to bring the area’s diverse communi-
ties together for an afternoon of solidarity. In 2016 it add-
ed children’s activities, food and information. 

The mission of the Reher Center for Immigrant Culture 
and History (www.rehercenter.org) is to preserve and pres-
ent stories with universal appeal about immigration, com-
munity, work and bread. It uses its historic bakery building 
in Kingston’s Rondout neighborhood to forge connections 
among all peoples through tours and programs. For infor-
mation, go to www.kingstonmulticulturalfestival.org.
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termination to take care of his loved 
ones – yes, even that exasperating 
preschooler sister. The reader’s take-
away is that this kid is resilient and 
resourceful and will make it through 
the pandemic okay, with some good 
stories to tell. Reading Hans Helps 
may assist the children in your life 
with doing the same. At the very least, 
it’ll let them know that although they 
are isolated, they are not alone.

The book should also give parents 
some useful ideas about setting up 
places in their homes that are “re-
source rooms” for learning activi-
ties. Such a setup comes naturally for 
Huppert, who has been teaching ele-
mentary and special ed for more than 
30 years. A Woodstock native, she at-
tended Onteora High School and got 
her teaching degree at SUNY New 
Paltz. She got her first teaching gig 
in the Kingston schools in 1989, but 
soon decided that she “wanted to see 

the world. I taught in a lot of places 
including in Europe, in the South, on 
an Indian reservation.”

A long sojourn in Colorado was 
interrupted by her father’s death in 
2015. “My mom was not doing so 
well,” she says, so she came back to 
her native Ulster County and took a 
job for a year at the Northeast Cen-
ter for Brain Rehabilitation. Then a 
position for a kindergarten teacher 
opened up in Kingston, and she was 
back where her career had started – 
“where I wanted to be.”

Her writing sideline, for readers of 
all ages, never stopped through all 
this. In fact, she started her own small 
publishing company some years back, 

called Winuply Press, “known for our 
upbeat, humorous and fun reads.” She 
blogs regularly and is currently turn-
ing her episodic accounts of a six-week 
trip last year to “places where people 
didn’t speak English” into a new 
book for adults, to be titled Cheese for 
Breakfast: My Turkish Summer. It’s 

due out in the fall of 2020.
Meanwhile, Hans Helps: A Coro-

navirus/COVID-19 Story  can be or-
dered on her websites, www.holly-
winter.com and www.winuplypress.
com, or through Barnes & Noble and 
other bookselling agents. Huppert 
has committed to donating half of 
the $12 cover price to local charities 
helping Kingston families.

Intersection improvements
A virtual public meeting will be held for the 

Broadway and Grand Street intersection improvements 
project on June 24 at 6:30 p.m. The City of Kingston will 
be realigning the intersection of Broadway, Grand Street, 
Prince Street, and Pine Grove Avenue to avoid traveler 
confusion, reduce accidents and improve accessibility. Be-
cause the intersection project will connect to the Broad-
way streetscape project, the city has hired the same engi-
neering consultants, GPI, for design and implementation. 

At the virtual meeting, GPI will give a presentation of 
the proposed intersection realignment design, show con-
ceptual ideas for landscape design, and request input 
from the public to re-envision the space. Questions and 
comments from participants during the meeting will be 
moderated by Kristen Wilson, the city’s director of grants 
management. After the public meeting, the presentation 
will be available at EngageKingston.com, where the public 
can continue to offer feedback and receive project updates. 

“I am thrilled to get this intersection realignment proj-
ect started,” said mayor Steve Noble. “Both the Broadway 
streetscape and the intersection projects are major in-
vestments in the City of Kingston — particularly in Mid-
town. Now under way, the Broadway streetscape project 
will completely transform the Broadway corridor from St. 
James to Grand Street.” Improving this dangerous and 
accident-prone intersection will complete the effort, said 
the mayor, who urged community engagement and feed-
back. Funding of $750,000 in state transportation funds 
is paying for design and construction. There is no match 
required for this grant. 

The realignment of the intersection and removal of a va-
cant fast-food structure, formerly Planet Wings, will cre-
ate areas of public space. The city’s grants team will con-
tinue to seek funding for construction and landscaping of 
the public space.

To join the meeting on June 24, visit https://global.goto-
meeting.com/join/973352357, via phone: 312-757-3119 or 
866-899-4679, access code: 973-352-357.
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New Paltz | community

Mohonk tulip donation

Each year, the renowned 

Mohonk Mountain House 
offers a festival, where visi-
tors and guests can admire 
acres of tulips grown in Mo-
honk’s grand gardens. Due 
to the global pandemic, Mo-
honk was unable to welcome 
these visitors to the property 

this year, but Nina Smiley 
had the wonderful idea to 
bring the joy and beauty of 
the tulips to those who need-
ed it most. She and her team 
harvested hundreds of tulips 
and brought them to Wood-
land Pond, the senior living 
community in New Paltz.

Nina and her team harvested hundreds of tulips and brought 
them to Woodland Pond, a senior living community in New 
Paltz, where residents were able to arrange and enjoy vases of 
fresh Mohonk tulips.

New Paltz | village

Dirty linen
Village planning 
board chair questions 
elected leaders, 
resigns from post

by Terence P Ward

J
ohn Oleske no longer 

chairs the New Paltz vil-
lage planning board, 
although he remains a 
member of that body. He 
laid out his reasons for 

stepping down over the course of an 
hour-long board meeting, held virtu-
ally on June 2. 

Oleske wants to advocate for policy 
changes in the village, he said, and 
to do so while chairing the plan-
ning board could run afoul of rules 
he must follow because he works in 
the state attorney general’s office. He 
traced a number of instances of what 
he perceived as governmental error 
to personal relationships.

That doesn’t often happen at local 
planning-board meetings, especially 
at the level of detail of Oleske’s charg-
es.  

Oleske touched upon his concerns 
about a variety of topics now or previ-
ously before the village board, fram-
ing some in terms of racial justice, 
and questioning whether trustees 
were getting good legal advice. He 
laid out similar concerns in his res-
ignation letter, and the village board 
promptly publicly responded to his 
criticism.

Much of what’s recently been oc-
cupying Oleske’s mind falls under 
the umbrella of historic preservation. 
He sees the plan to grant the His-
toric Preservation Commission wide 
latitude to review projects in the vil-
lage as an overreach intended to aid 
someone close to mayor Tim Rogers. 
He thinks that would be plain to see 
in court and the law would be thrown 
out. 

The new rules would require an 
HPC-granted certificate of compli-
ance for many projects with changes 
visible from the street. Might that 
apply to changes as minor as adding 
a flagpole? Oleske expressed skep-

ticism about the governmental re-
sponse had been to express trust in 
the current HPC not to do that.

Propertyowners are supposed to 
have the right to a hearing before land 
is included in an historic district, and 
Oleske said that this new plan didn’t 
provide that outlet. Districts could 
be created for nearly every neighbor-
hood in the village, When he raised 
that point with mayor Tim Rogers, he 
said he learned that Rogers’ former 
spouse lives in the Bonticou neigh-
borhood. According to Oleske, Rog-
ers wants a tool to stop his ex-wife’s 
neighbor from doing “this crazy thing 
with his driveway.”

HPC chair Tom Olson would also 
prefer designated districts, Oleske 
explained at the meeting.

The now-former planning board 
chair has discovered what he sees as 
racial inequities in how sites signifi-
cant to black history in the commu-
nity are preserved. He noted that the 
Elting burying ground has been taken 
over by the village and is now being 
maintained with tax money, while the 
slave cemetery on Huguenot Street is 
just given signage. Trustees believe 
they were required to take over that 
private cemetery, but Oleske doesn’t 
believe that is the case. 

He’s also discovered that none 
of the homes constructed by Jacob 
Wynkoop for his fellow black resi-
dents in the 19th century have been 
declared landmarks. One of them is 
on Pencil Hill Road, adjacent to a lot 
recently approved for a new house by 
the planning board. Oleske is of the 
opinion that landmark designation 
may have resulted in a different out-
come, and he intends to ask that the 
building permit be rescinded to allow 
for an archaeological survey.

Favoritism toward Steffens?
Oleske also only recently became 

aware of a lawsuit over whether for-
mer planning-board member Rich 
Steffens owes a recreation fee for 
building 56 Elting Avenue. Steffens 
recused himself from that review 
process, but his colleagues didn’t go 
through the process of formally de-
termining that putting in appropri-
ate recreation on that site was not 
possible, and assess the fee in lieu of 

recreation facilities. The Zero Place 
application review had required the 
full process, Oleske noted.

Steffens maintains in court docu-
ments that he does not owe the 
money because the process was not 
followed in his case. After reviewing 
an unsigned copy of the complaint, 
Oleske called the village position that 
Steffens should have known better as 
a planning-board “ludicrous.”

He believes elected officials have 
received bad legal advice, and will 
lose this case. 

Neighbors will recall the applica-
tion as controversial. Steffens origi-
nally wanted to subdivide and add 
two more homes to the property, but 
then compromised with one more 
home. Rogers, who lives on the street, 
purportedly told Oleske that Steffens 
was “a scumbag” during a conversa-
tion about that issue, said Olesker. 
During the planning board meeting, 
Oleske said that he couldn’t even find 
out whether the suit against Steffens 
was ever authorized. He was contra-
dicted in a rebuke issued by Rogers 
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and other trustees.
Steffens declined comment.
Oleske advised his colleagues that 

they should expect to be asked for 
comment on a zoning change to in-
troduce a definition for “boutique 
hotel” that would benefit the Jamal 
family, which owns 184 Main Street. 

He also anticipates a new proposal 
to develop the so-called pit next to 
village hall and the Mountain Laurel 
school will soon be submitted by own-
er Luis Martinez on behalf of his Lalo 
Group. Acquainting himself with the 
history of that project, Oleske said 
he learned of charges against Marti-
nez’s brother, Sergio Raymundo, as 
principal of Lalo Drywall for shorting 
workers some $800,000.

In a 2015 New Paltz Times inter-
view, Martinez said that matter was 
being settled. However, Oleske told 
his colleagues that Martinez and Lalo 
Group have more recently been sub-
jected to a similar prosecution. The 
corroborating documents for this 
story he agreed to provide were not 
available at press time.

Martinez was invited to comment 
for this story, and declined.

Altered conversations
Oleske recounted an email ex-

change with his predecessor, Eve 
Walter, about the passage of an ex-
tensive series of zoning revisions re-
viewed when she was planning board 
chair. According to Oleske, deputy 
mayor KT Tobin told Walter that 
trustees have only been focusing on 
pandemic-related issues of late. In 
light of the discussions about adding 
a definition for boutique hotels and 
expanding powers for the historic 
preservation commissioners, Oleske 
does not believe this to be the case.

Elected officials see things quite 
differently. In a public response to his 
resignation letter, the village board 
called Oleske’s efforts to seek pro-
tection for historically black homes 
“commendable,” but added that those 
efforts had been overshadowed by 
“a manufactured narrative” that in-
cludes “intentionally altered” conver-

sations. They disagreed with his views 
on the legal advice the village govern-
ment has been getting, writing, “Crit-
icism of the village’s legal counsel on 
various topics has been constant and 
then qualified by you with the com-
ment, ‘I cannot, of course, actually 
give you legal advice as your attorney, 
because my only legal client is and 
must be the attorney general.’”

The village board completely re-
jected the idea that it has acted in a 
less-than-transparent fashion. It has 
“repeatedly stated publicly that we 
will be patient and host numerous 
workshop conversations with the His-
toric Preservation Commission on the 
idea of design standards for as long as 
it takes.” It said it has been “commit-
ted to not changing code during this 
challenging time” without public no-
tice and in-person meetings.

“You may certainly hold differing 
legal opinions from our board and at-
torney with regard to litigation strat-
egy and local-law drafting, but that 
does not give you the right to pub-
lish demonstrably false accusations 
against our board and attorney with 

respect to taking duly authorized ac-
tions,” the board told Oleske. “Such 
accusations should be withdrawn im-
mediately.”

Oleske had to get permission from 
his boss to even serve on the plan-
ning board, as the attorney general 
does investigate local government. 
Oleske does not work on local-gov-
ernment issues for the state attorney 
general at this time. However, he said 
he would recuse himself from policy 
discussions going forward, and since 
the chair sets the agenda and can-
not avoid such discussions he has 
resigned that position. He also said 

he does not wish to put the mayor in 
the position of asking for that resig-
nation. He will continue his advocacy 
“as a private citizen.”

Planning board attorney Rick 
Golden agreed to schedule an attor-
ney-client meeting to discuss Oleske’s 
concerns.

‘Tomorrow is too late”
New Paltz village and town elected representa-

tives passed a resolution condemning police violence and 
racism, thanking New Paltz police officers for their pro-
fessionalism, and calling for the repeal of state laws that 
shield officers from scrutiny if they are accused of wrong-
doing. All those in attendance at the joint virtual meeting 
on June 4 were in favor of making a statement, but it felt 
rushed to some as they labored for about 40 minutes to 
find language on which they all agreed.

The resolution was penned by village trustees, but as it 
called for town council members to also act in their sec-
ondary roles of police commissioners “to thoroughly ana-
lyzing all police department spending, hiring, training and 
support services, as well as any local use of force policies 
and contracts, with a keen and constructive eye as to how 
they protect and serve the entire community, with a prior-
ity toward ensuring racial equity, social justice and com-
munity transparency; that such analysis will include ample 
opportunities for community input, questions and sugges-
tions and that a report of findings and suggested changes 
are transparently shared with opportunities for feedback, 
with the New Paltz community,” their support was needed 
to make the desired statement.

Council members acting as police commissioners is quite 
relevant to this issue. The commission was designed to be 
a group of appointed volunteers that conducted oversight 
of the budget and disciplinary measures, but that structure 
was effectively dissolved in late 2013 and early 2014 during 
the last administration of Susan Zimet. The commission 
was characterized as an unnecessary layer of bureaucracy 
that stood been elected officials and their fiscal responsi-
bility. Rather than dissolve that body, town council mem-
bers have simply appointed themselves to it ever since; for-
mer police chief Joseph Snyder said he found that model 
worked well for him when Neil Bettez took the supervisor’s 
chair and revisited the issue.

A citizen’s advisory committee was created in 2016 
to comment on police disciplinary cases, but the role of 

meting out punishment is enshrined in the collectively-
bargained contract, an issue that has been coming under 
scrutiny nationwide in light of the current unrest since the 
murder of George Floyd by Minneapolis officers. When 
faced with its first major issue, the arrest of Paul Echols 
in September, 2018, which resulted in claims of excessive 
force against an officer which police commissioners ulti-
mately rejected, the citizen’s advisory committee seized up. 
Members were unclear of their authority, and the commis-
sion acted without that input. The committee itself was 
dissolved in 2019 on the advice of the town attorney, who’d 
never previously reviewed the law creating it, and replaced 
by a citizen’s advisory board that has never been filled.

While discussions on how to properly conduct over-
sight of local police are likely to be ongoing, the conduct 
of police at the protest held May 30 has been lauded as 
exemplary. That’s reflected in the resolution itself, which 
includes statements of thanks to the officers for working 
with organizers prior to and during the protest, as well as 
singling out Chief Robert Lucchesi specifically for a state-
ment he released afterward condemning racism and vio-
lence perpetrated by police. Some of the protestors have 
posted on social media about the courtesy and profession-
alism of New Paltz officers.

Finalizing the wording took time, but trustee Michele 
Zipp captured the need when she said, “tomorrow is too 
late.” State legislators are ready to consider measures that 
would weaken protections for officers, including a law that 
blocks their disciplinary records from being released to 
anyone without consent or a court order. Other measures 
would ensure crimes by officers are investigated by an in-
dependent prosecutor, and require statistics be kept that 
track racial disparities in how laws are enforced. Rather 
than take an extra day that may be too late, council mem-
ber David Brownstein in the end offered some tweaks that 
satisfied everyone, and the resolution was passed unani-
mously by both bodies.

— Terence P Ward
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Highland | place

Saving 
the 
Gunk 
Haus
Vehicle crashes 
into restaurant in 
Highland causing fi re

by Erin Quinn

L
ess than 48 hours be-

fore it was slated to open 
its outdoor seating area 
overlooking fields of ap-
ple orchards and the Sha-
wangunk mountain range, 

an allegedly drunk driver smashed 
into the the Gunk Haus Restaurant 
in Highland Sunday night, causing a 
fire that caused extensive damage to 
the German restaurant.

According to Highland Police Chief 
James Janso, William Judge, 47 of 
Lloyd, was behind the wheel of a 
2019 Subaru heading south on South 
Street when he crashed his vehicle 
through the front of the Gunk Haus 
at approximately 9:40 p.m. on Sun-
day, June 7. Judge was charged with 
driving while intoxicated following 
the crash.

“The restaurant was closed at the 
time of the accident,” said the chief, 
and Judge was the sole occupant of 
the vehicle. He was transported to 
Vassar Hospital by the New Paltz 
Rescue Squad for facial and hand in-
juries.

Neighbor Candace McCutcheon 
heard the accident and ran outside to 
see what had happened. “We have a 
lot of car accidents around here be-
cause the streets are so narrow and 
the intersection is tight,” she said. 
“But when we saw that a car had 
crashed into the restaurant, my dad 
ran towards it and called 911. Thank-
fully, no one was working and the 
owners and their two dogs were able 
to get out in time.”

McCutcheon, who has celebrated 
many of her own milestones at the 
restaurant as well as family celebra-
tions, said that the owners, Dirk 
Schalle and Elizabeth Steckel, “had 
been so excited to finally be able to 
open their outdoor seating area this 
Tuesday [as part of the Hudson Valley 
region’s Phase 2 business reopening 
plan], because they’ve been putting 
so much work and investment into it. 
They added a new deck with an open-
air roof over part of it for shade and 
shelter. They’ve been doing a ton of 
landscaping work. I pass by there ev-
ery day on my way to Woodland Pond 
where I work and have been so excit-
ed for them to reopen. Then this hap-
pens.” The couple had just celebrated 
their tenth year of owning and oper-
ating the German restaurant, which 
had previously been known as the 

Hollywood Bar.
McCutcheon has started a  Go-

FundMe campaign to help the couple 
and show community support for 
them and within less than 12 hours, 
more than  $10,000 had been raised. 

“Not only did they suffer damage to 
their restaurant, but that’s also their 
home,” said McCutcheon. “I just 
wanted to let them know how much 
we care about them and appreciate 
them and are here for them.

“Any amount helps, even if it’s $1,” 
said McCutcheon. “As we know, local 
businesses and restaurants have been 
hit so hard and then this happens. It’s 
devastating.”

E R I N  Q U I N N

An out-of-control vehicle crashed through the front entrance of the Gunk Haus in Highland yesterday, which caused the 
restaurant to catch on fi re.

New Paltz town council members expect camps and the 
community pool to be open as soon as the end of the month
The rules for reopening the state continue to be 

fluid, and New Paltz town council members are now ex-
pecting camps and the community pool to be open as soon 
as the end of the month. CDC guidance will have to be fol-
lowed in both cases, and any individual opening will be 
dependent upon a county permit being issued, but there is 
now hope that swimmers will be able to enjoy a shortened 
season at Moriello Pool.

As with all things related to the pandemic, the new rules 
will involve reducing the number of people gathered in 
one place to maximize social distance. For the pool, that 
might involve limiting the length of an individual’s stay, 
extending the hours of operation and capping the number 
of people in the compound at any given time. Those plans 
are still being formulated and could hamper the ability to 
find time to allow for swim team practices.

Supervisor Neil Bettez said that town recreation officials 
have been following the process laid out for business re-
opening plans, despite being exempted as a government 

entity, because it’s an exercise intended to provide safety 
for all concerned.

Moving up the date for pools and camps comes at the 
same time outdoor dining is being considered safe for 
phase 2 reopening. Council members marveled at the 
changes, agreeing that as more is known about how this 
coronavirus spreads the strategies for containment will 
continue to be updated. Officials must also be prepared 
for rollbacks of relaxed rules, should case numbers start to 
increase again anywhere in the multi-county mid-Hudson 
region.

The outdoor dining is set to go into effect Tuesday, but 
as of the June 4 board meeting, it wasn’t clear how that 
might work. All restaurant seating is shown on site plans, 
and the only town power in this regard is to amend that 
site plan. Bettez was anticipating some kind of guidance 
or emergency order, and received authority to sign what’s 
necessary to implement the changes timely.

— Terence P Ward
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Park projects paused
The freeze on spending in Vil-

lage of New Paltz government will 
slow but not entirely halt continuing 
changes in Hasbrouck Park. Leftover 
soil — 15 truckloads — from a project 
in Rosendale will be used to improve 
grading around the new playground 
and make it possible to grow grass 
there.

The original plans calling for the 
new playground in the same corner 
the old one had occupied, nearest to 
Mohonk and Elting avenues would 
have required heavy-duty rock drills 
provided through utility companies 
last time around. Instead, the new 
playground bumped the existing 
baseball field, and plans are to put 
it where the gazebo now stands, and 
relocate that bandstand between the 
playground and the new ball field.

With the potential for a substantial 
funding shortfall as a result of the 
pandemic, village officials have put 
an indefinite freeze on all but essen-
tial spending. Mayor Tim Rogers said 
that he does not expect to have clarity 
about the situation — including the 
amount of state and federal aid — un-
til next year.

— Terence P Ward

Community solar 
now an easier option 
in New Paltz
Letters went out last week to 

New Paltz residents who have de-
faulted to receiving 100% of their 
electricity from renewable sources 
generated in New York. In it, recipi-
ents were provided information on 
tapping into community solar, an-
other state energy initiative through 
which people without panels on their 
homes can buy electricity from a local 
solar farm and get a 10% discount off 
the price per kilowatt hour.

Community solar is a separate 
program from Community Choice 
Aggregation (CCA), through which 
town residents find themselves pay-
ing for all green energy at a slight sav-
ings if they hadn’t already chosen to 
pay more for power through an ener-
gy service company. Supervisor Neil 
Bettez signed his own home up for 
community solar first, and said that 
the only drawback is that it results in 
two bills: one is for the solar-gener-
ated power; the other is the Central 
Hudson bill for its delivery. He be-
lieves state law will be changed to put 
the solar on the Central Hudson bill 
before much longer.

What’s new is how these two pro-
grams are being run together. Resi-
dents can now approach CCA admin-
istrator Joule Community Power to 
arrange the community solar connec-
tion. This provides an easy way to get 
customers for the solar farms, cus-
tomers who will save an additional 
10% on their electricity power cost. 
For every community solar signup 
request received at Joule, $50 is be-
ing donated to Family of New Paltz. 
At the June 4 town council meeting, 
Bettez said that $1,000 was already 
promised.

There is no commitment to stick 
with community solar, Bettez noted.

— Terence P Ward

Virtual teen 
advisory board
The Gardiner Library invites 

teens to join its teen advisory board. 
The next meeting takes place virtu-
ally via Zoom this Sunday, June 14 
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. and continues 
to meet on the third Sunday of the 
month. Those interested in attend-
ing must contact Carolyn Thorenz 
at cthorenz@rcls.org for the Zoom 
meeting link. Attendees receive com-
munity service hours. 

Teen advisors can help with collec-
tion and program development and 
assist with upcoming events at the 
library, be part of the planning for 
summer 2020, including tutoring 
opportunities, book club discussions, 
virtual scavenger hunts and more. 
For information, visit www.gardiner-
library.org. 

Community 
survey results 
No surprise there. A majority of 

the New Paltz residents who re-
sponded to a recent community 
survey ranked clean water and pro-
tection of habitat and natural areas 
as important. The New Paltz Com-
munity Preservation Plan task force 
conducted the survey to learn about 
the community’s priorities for protec-
tion of the town’s natural and historic 
resources. 

The task force conducted the sur-
vey electronically, making it avail-
able through Facebook and the town 
website. In addition, 1440 randomly 
selected residents (about 30 percent 
of all households) received a postcard 
asking them to participate. Of the re-
spondents, 79 percent were 34 or old-
er and 69 percent had lived in New 
Paltz for more than ten years. 

New Paltz residents place a great 
deal of importance on the town’s 
open space and historic resources. 
Clean water came out on top. A full 
97% considered clean water very im-
portant or important.

“This is not surprising,” said New 
Paltz town supervisor Neil Bettez. 
“Clean water is always paramount, 
but awareness was heightened this 
spring when our supply was compro-
mised for a short period.”

Protection of habitat and natural 
areas were also at the top of the list 
for residents. Parks and trails were 
very important. “New Paltz has in-
vested in protecting open space for 
two decades, and today more than 
ever our residents can appreciate the 
value of access to natural areas close 
to home,” said Ingrid Haeckel, chair 
of the Environmental Conservation 
Board. 

Working farms and scenic land-
scapes are intertwined in the com-
munity,” said John Gotto, chair of the 
Clean Water Open Space Protection 
Commission. Both also scored very 
high in the survey. “Protecting these 
areas provides a multitude of benefits 
including fresh food, clean water, sce-
nic views and economic value,” Gotto 
added. 

Most respondents said conserving 
the historic character of New Paltz 
was important. 

The draft plan will be presented 
at the meeting of the town board at 
its June 18 meeting. It will identify 
New Paltz’s open space and historic 
preservation priorities and be a tool 
to help guide open space and historic 
preservation activities. 

Gardiner Town 
Hall reopens 
Gardiner’s town hall reopened to 

the public on June 8, by appointment 
only. Visitors must wear a mask or face 
covering while inside the building, 
maintain social-distancing guidelines 
and follow the health and safety in-
structions of town personnel. To sched-
ule an appointment, call 255-9675.

Plug in in Gardiner
Climate Smart Gardiner has an-

nounce that Gardiner’s charging sta-
tion has been installed and is fully 
operational. The charging station is 
located by the rail-trail in the Gar-
diner Library’s parking lot. Free 
electricity is available, sponsored by 
Cafe Mio, Gardiner Liquid Mercan-
tile, SkyDive the Ranch and Climate 
Smart Gardiner. 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony is being 
planned.

Robinson leaves 
New Paltz
Stuart Robinson is stepping down 

as SUNY New Paltz’s director of ath-
letics, wellness and recreation and 
taking a new post at New York Uni-
versity, effective August 3. At SUNY 
New Paltz, he was also head coach of 
the men’s soccer team for 15 years and 
an adjunct professor of English.

Robinson has had extensive expe-
rience in expanding and innovating 
sports programming. His tenure was 
notable for the introduction of cre-
ative support programs for students.  

“Stuart has left a tremendous leg-
acy of success through winning sea-
sons and numerous championships 
for our athletics teams; growth in our 
athletic, recreation and wellness pro-
grams; and the impressive accom-
plishments of our student athletes,” 
said Donald Christian, president of 
SUNY New Paltz. “I admire and re-
spect the high standards and expec-
tations for both athletic and academ-
ic achievement he has established for 
players and coaches. Stuart has been 
an engaged leader on campus, in the 
community and among his peers.” 

Matt Giufre, the Hawks’ women’s 
volleyball coach, has been named 
interim athletic director for the next 
school year effective, August 1. New 
Paltz will begin a search for a perma-
nent AD next spring. Radu Petrus, 
the men’s volleyball head coach, will 
coach the women’s volleyball squad 
in the fall.

Robinson also coached the New 
Paltz High School soccer team for 
eight years. He was involved with 
boys’ basketball for nine seasons, the 
last six as head coach. His final sea-
son saw the Huguenots win a third 
consecutive section championship.
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Woodstock | environment

Pollinator pathway

Creating a network 
of friendly properties 
in and around 
Woodstock will 
provide food sources 
for insects, birds 
and other wildlife

by Paul Smart

A 
study took place in 

The Catskill Center’s 
Thorne Preserve over 
the past five years. The 
idea was to chart the 
Woodstock site’s bat 

and insect populations in light of re-
ported declines in both throughout 
the Northeast. The study found a 
surprising number of creatures, es-
pecially among the preserve’s insect 
populations, including butterflies, 
bees and other pollinators.

“We wanted to take action,” El-
lie Reese of the Woodstock Land 
Conservancy said last week, after 
announcing the creation of a new 
website to promote the building of 
pollinator pathways throughout the 
town and, hopefully, surrounding 
communities. “Georgia Asher, one of 
our members, started working with 
the idea of bringing back our insect 
populations and found a group in 
Connecticut that was already work-
ing with what we wanted to do.”

That group, started as an offshoot of 
a Fairfield County land conservation 
trust, stressed the need for private 
homeowners to shift their gardening 
and lawn activities to promote what 
they took to calling Pollinator Path-
ways, an idea that had originated in 
Washington state last decade. Before 

the lockdowns came about this past 
spring, the concept had spread to 35 
towns in Connecticut and New York 
State.

The idea was rather simple: Birds 
use flyways based on insect popula-
tions as much on water. Native plants 
benefit native insects, providing a 
host plant for insects to eat and re-
produce. Given the fact that most 
pollinating insects can fly no further 
than 750 meters, about the length 

of two football fields, they need safe 
places to rest and refuel as they make 
their pollination rounds. 

The key to success is to supply the 
sustenance needed for a pollina-
tor’s rest and refueling with a habi-
tat based on native vegetation rather 
than on ornamental plants and ex-
tensive lawns.

“It’s backyard to backyard,” Re-
ese said. The Woodstock Pollinator 
Pathway is currently working with 52 
homeowners and properties around 
town. “We help people find the right 
plant hosts. For caterpillars, say, only 
milkweed will host a Monarch but-
terfly. We’re stressing the need for 
much more than just nectar plants.”

Building on the interest they’ve 
built hosting lectures, meetings and 
more recently webinars on pollina-
tors, the Woodstock Land Conser-
vancy has launched an illustrated 
website called WoodstockNYPolli-
natorPathway.org, which provides 
information and resources on plant-
ings. It outlines what needs to occur 
to create a pathway of closely con-
nected pollinator-friendly areas.

“The WPP’s efforts help create a 
biologically diverse ecosystem that 
additionally supports wildlife and 
our local food system,” the land con-
servancy’s press release added. The 
pollinator pathway is a collaborative 
project of Woodstock Land Conser-
vancy, The Catskill Center, Wood-
stock NY Transition, The Woodstock 
Environmental Commission and 
Community Member Partners.”

Woodstock Transition co-hosted a 
series of film and discussion events 
on issues concerning biodiversity, the 
last of which – in February – served 
as an informal launch for the Wood-
stock Pollinator Pathway. The event 
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drew over 150 people. The town’s en-
vironmental committee is preparing 
a resolution to encourage changes 
in the municipality’s mowing and 
replanting practices, as well as the 
town’s use of pesticides. 

“We all need to rethink our lawns, 
the ways in which we mow,” Reese 
said. 

A weekly email update with plant-
ing advice on the pollinator pathway 
is sent out to over 250 people, and 
future webinars and, when they’re 
again safe, live events are being 
planned for the coming weeks and 

months. “This all started when an 
expert in moths alerted us to a de-
cline in their populations, then the 
butterfly people educated us to the 
relationship between caterpillars and 
native host plants,” Asher said. “We’ve 
found people joining us, now, from 
New Paltz, Saugerties and Kings-
ton. We are hoping to coordinate 
with the Wallkill Valley Land Trust.”
Pathways become new routes through 
and beyond the gentrification of a 
once-thriving natural world. For in-
formation, visit WoodstockNYPolli-
natorPathway.org.
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Woodstock | place

How does the cart get before the horse?

Selina Woodstock 
seeks permission 
to temporarily open 
with limited capacity

by Nick Henderson

T
he owner of the for-

mer Woodstock Lodge is 
seeking permission from 
the Town of Woodstock 
to temporarily open with 
limited capacity while 

attempting to allay fears from plan-
ning-board members that the move 
could set a dangerous precedent.

Steven Barshov, legal counsel for Se-
lina, updated the planning board June 
4 on its plans. The international hotel 

and resort company plans to open the 
property as Selina Woodstock.

The property is under site-plan 
review amid several delays and legal 
issues. Last year, the Zoning Board 
of Appeals ruled building inspector 
Ellen Casciaro erred when she lifted 
stop-work orders issued on the prop-
erty for unapproved construction.

While those issues are being cor-
rected, Selina seeks a memorandum 
of understanding, or MOU, with the 
town board to open three cabins to 
salvage at least part of the busy sum-
mer season. Selina has argued the 
cabins it wants to open were never 
part of the structures in dispute and 
it has the right to use them. 

Town supervisor Bill McKenna be-
lieves Selina would win should the 
issue go to court. An MOU, he ar-
gues, protects both sides and ensures 
Selina will be a responsible business 

owner and neighbor.
“The only reason there is even the 

possibility of that (MOU) is that there 
is a nonconforming use,” Barshov 
told the planning board. “This is an 
attempt to try to balance things. It’s 
not an attempt to go around the plan-
ning board or set some precedent.”

As part of the proposed MOU, Se-
lina has drafted a code of conduct 
including hours of operation, clean-
ing procedures, a contactless check-
in and payment system, and guest 
service requests such as extra towels 
and pillows by text message. Guests 
will be required to complete a Covid 
19 questionnaire. Names of all guests 
will be stored in a database to help 
with contact tracing should someone 
test positive.

The proposed MOU permits Se-
lina to operate the three cabins with 
a maximum of 18 guests. The restau-

rant will be open only for prepack-
aged meals delivered to guest rooms. 
It will not be open to the public until 
state restrictions are lifted.

“The code of conduct is going to be 
very much a part of how we go for-
ward,” Barshov said, noting it’s some-
thing he personally insisted be part of 
the reopening.

Barshov agreed to giving assur-
ances, as asked for by John Lyons, 
attorney for the planning board, that 
Selina would commit to completing 
site-plan review regardless of opera-
tions over the summer. Selina will 
next have a meeting with the board’s 
planning consultant, Matt Rudikoff, 
Barshov said.

Might not these operations prior 
to planning approval prompt future 
applicants to request the same? “If 
they’re operating prior to site plan re-
view, it may cause us problems with 
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other applicants wanting the same 
thing,” planning board vice-chair 
Stuart Lipkind noted.

“I came into this with the predispo-
sition to believe the owners,” added 
planning-board member Judith Ker-
man. “That being said, I’m concerned 
about the precedent.”

Barshov replied that he’d “come 
up with a set of circumstances that 
would make this so unique” so that 
other applicants would not be able to 
apply it to their situation.

Chairman Peter Cross was still puz-
zled about how work could be done 
on a site still under site-plan review. 

“How does the cart get before the 
horse?” he asked Lyons. 

Lyons conceded that he did not un-
derstand the mechanics of how that 
could happen.

The MOU is still under consider-
ation by the town board. Selina is set 
to come back to the planning board 
July 2.
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Saugerties | election

You be the judge
Claudia Andreassen 
and Stan O’Dell face 
off  in the June 23 
Democratic primary 
in Saugerties for the 
position of town justice

by Christina Coulter 

S
augerties volunteer 

activist Stan O’Dell is 
challenging two-term 
incumbent town justice 
Claudia Andreassen for 
the Democratic line in 

the June 23 primary. Although this is 
O’Dell’s first time running for elect-

ed office, he cites his 30-plus years of 
experience with the New York State 
Police coupled and his extensive in-

volvement in the community.  Both 
candidates have campaigned since 
January for the four-year position 

during the challenges imposed by 
the outbreak of the novel coronavi-
rus, which has complicated typical 

Stan O’Dell. Claudia Andreassen.
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door-knocking and fundraising strat-
egies.

As did many elected officials and 
hopefuls across the country, Andreas-
sen and O’Dell stood on the corner of 
Main and Market streets last week to 
mourn the death of George Floyd and 
others who have lost their lives as a re-
sult of police misconduct, and to raise 
awareness of flaws in our institutions 
that propagate systemic racism.

“I brought candles for a vigil … in 
memory of the young people that 
were killed,” said Andreassen. “Peace-
fully. I was not screaming and whoop-
ing it up. My sign said ‘RIP Brianna 
and George’”

She thinks that Saugerties has a 
good police department. “I don’t 
think anything like that would hap-
pen here,” she said. “[Saugerties po-
lice Chief] Joe Sinagra is very careful 
about that sort of thing.”

Stan O’Dell said that, in all his 
years working in law enforcement, he 
had “never witnessed that lack of re-
spect for another person” that he saw 
watching footage of George Floyd as-
phyxiated under the knee of a Min-
neapolis police officer. “We have to 
respect everybody’s rights, everybody 
is equal,” he said. “That includes the 
police officer, that includes the pros-
ecutor, up until the judge. Everyone is 
tasked to protect that person’s rights 
so that they are fair and fairly judged 
.…There’s no reason for anyone [to 
be treated as George Floyd was.] We 
have a constitution that we have to 
abide by. For anyone to violate that 
and violate the law, that’s wrong. That 
includes police officers and judges. 
We have guidelines for a reason.”

Varieties of experience
O’Dell’s mother spearheaded the 

Dutchess County Task Force for Child 
Protection, one of the first such bod-
ies to combat child abuse in the early 
Seventies. He said he was always 
raised to “do things for others that 
you would want done for yourself.” 
Giving back, he said, is an intrinsic 
element of his personhood.

“I’m doing this for a deep sense of 
community that I can give back to 
Saugerties,” said O’Dell. “I’ve been 
very, very fortunate through all of 
my time with the state police, I had 
a great career, I have vast knowledge, 
vast contacts, and I think for me it’s 
certainly an opportunity to use what’s 
in my toolbox in a positive way to 
help people here. I don’t want to be 
the guy that rolls up, I retired, I’m 
done. I’m not ready to do that yet. 
The tail end of all of this, I can cer-
tainly .… I’m looking to bring equality 
to the court if I’m fortunate enough 
to be elected. My court will certainly 
be equal to all. There will not be any 
inequality allowed or tolerated. It’s 
not who I am.”

Similarly, the concept of justice was 
woven into Andreassen’s childhood.

“My father was superintendent of a 
small school in Missouri. When I was 
five, he tried to integrate the schools. 
He got repaid by [the community] 
burning a cross in our yard — that 
was a time, he tried to fight it, and 
he figured that you fought it one-on-
one. My dad, integrating the schools, 
and my mother always making us 
forgive other people or making us see 
the other side of things... I’m trying to 
do what I was told as a child.”

Before her first term as town justice 
and after earning bachelor’s degrees 
in criminology and abnormal psy-
chology from Marietta College, An-
dreassen worked in another facet of 
the justice system as an officer with 
the county Probation Department 
for 26 years, visiting all 26 courts in 
the county, writing reports for judges, 
keeping in close contact with public 
defenders and making sentencing 
recommendations.

“I basically wanted to do the job 
because I felt that [the other] people 
that were applying did not have the 
compassion for people or the respect 
for the defendants, and I wanted to 
be able to show that to people. Be re-
spectful; treat them as human beings 
instead of dehumanizing them .… I 
love the energy of the court and I love 
being able to hopefully bring what 
I understand about human nature 
to the bench and try to be as under-
standing as I can be.”

Also a Mark Twain scholar, Andre-
assen has a quote from the quintes-
sential American humorist for most 
situations; in her current line of 
work, she said, she often remembers 
“a clear conscience is the sure sign of 
a bad memory.”

During his tenure with the state 
police, O’Dell rose through the ranks, 
first serving as a state trooper before 
serving as an investigator and later a 
senior investigator. O’Dell character-
izes himself as a “very busy person” — 
along with his role in the Saugerties 
Fire Department, O’Dell is a member 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars men’s 
auxillary, the Sons of the American 
Revolution, Shriners International, 

the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks and the village’s Waterfront Ad-
visory Board.

“I’ve been involved in every aspect 
of law enforcement, not only enforc-
ing it, but troopers used to prosecute 
their own traffic cases,” explained 
O’Dell. “I’ve worked with the dis-
trict attorney’s offices, who prepared 
the cases and testimony throughout. 
Later, as a supervisor, a senior inves-
tigator, I supervised the people under 
me for preparation of cases.” There 
aren’t many aspects of the local court 
system with which he hasn’t been in-
volved.

Helping others, being respectful
After the passing of his close friend, 

former town justice Dan Lamb, in 
2018, O’Dell considered running for 
the position. In 2019, he changed his 
party registration from Republican to 
Democrat.

“I’ve been asked by a number of 
people who seem to think it’s a bad 
thing, or those that have tried to use 
it against me as a bad thing,” said 
O’Dell of his shift. “I come from 
a family where my mother was a 
staunch Democrat and my father was 
a moderate Republican. Both were 
people that helped others and sup-
ported those politically who were the 
right people for the position .… I’ve 
never been involved politically before 
.… I chose the Democratic Party be-
cause, throughout my life and adult 
years the people that I knew that 
were within politics that I’ve worked 
with worked for after I retired [were 
Democrats].” 

O’Dell said he did a lot of soul-
searching, looking for and talking to 
people he respected, including jus-
tices, judges, “I had to make a deci-
sion,” he said. “If I were to run for of-
fice, where was I going to feel most 
comfortable? With the people that 
I knew the longest that I trusted. I 
felt that the Democratic Party was an 
open or welcoming party. I certainly 
made my mother proud.”

Andreassen, she said, has been reg-
istered with the Democratic Party 
since 1968.

“My father was a prisoner of war for 
two years, and when he came out he 
had lost his scholarship to Northeast-
ern,” Andreassen recounted. “There 
was a Truman motorcade, and my 
mother ran up to Truman and asked 
what he would do [about my father’s 
situation]. Truman bent down from 
the train, wrote the name of this guy 
at Southern Missouri State Univer-
sity. I grew up on veterans’ campus 
housing, and later my father went to 
Yale. I had no choice to be a Demo-
crat. If Truman was a Republican, I’d 
be a Republican.”

Both competitors for the Demo-
cratic nomination stress the apo-
litical nature of the position of town 
justice. Both candidates are seeking 
the Working Families Party line, the 
Green Party line and the Libertarian 
Party line. O’Dell has been endorsed 
by the Independence Party. 

Among others, Andreassen has 
been endorsed by the Ulster County 
Democratic Women, county comp-
troller March Gallagher, former town 
supervisor Tim Griffith, former town 
board member Mike MacIsaac, coun-
ty legislator Mary Wawro, former 
county legislator Joe Maloney and 
former county corrections director 
Paul Noble.

Saugertiesians registered with the 
Democratic Party can visit the polls 
on June 23, moved from its original 
date on April 28 due to Covid 19, or 
submit an absentee ballot, which can 
be mailed between June 13 and June 
23. The location of polling places can 
be found at the county election site.

Saugerties | community

Who are those masked shoppers?
The Saugerties Farmers’ Market, which 

opened its 2020 season on May 23, is now in 
full swing.  The new vendors are Hiddenview 
Farm (pasture-raised meat), Ram’s Valley (barbe-
cue sauce, hot sauce and chutney) and Cooper’s 
Daughter Spirits at Olde York Farm (distilled spir-
its). The Green Palate food truck provides lunch to 
go and Our Daily Bread and Violet’s Bakery also 
have takeout lunch offerings. Maple syrup, honey, 
fresh-roasted coffee, cheese, eggs and blueberry 
wine are among the other products available. 

The market’s new manager, Emily Motter — 
easily recognizable by yellow safety jacket and dis-

tinctive hat, is presiding over an altered market 
scene, with widely spaced vendor tents and many 
other changes. “Most everyone complied with spa-
tial distancing standards and wore masks,” Motter 
said after opening day. 

Some high-risk customers are opting for park-
ing-lot pickup, as long as they have ordered and 
paid in advance. 

Information about how to pre-order can be 
found at www.saugertiesfarmersmarket.com. The 
market is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays 
through October 31 and is located at 115 Main 
Street.

The new layout at the Saugerties Farmers' Market creates plenty of room for social distancing. 
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Back to business

Kiniry mining 
operation on Route 
212 in Saugerties 
expects negative 
environmental 
declaration

by Christina Coulter

K
iniry West LLC, a Sau-

gerties contractor whose 
operations and con-
struction of an office 
building was halted by a 
stop-work order issued 

by the local building department last 
November, may be one step closer to 
getting back to business. Months af-
ter the matter was initially brought 
before it in January, the town plan-
ning board in January indicated at its 
May 19 Webex meeting its intention 
to sign a negative environmental dec-
laration in June. That will allow the 
owners of the properties at 1740 and 
1752 Route 212 to proceed with a new 
site plan without a more comprehen-
sive environmental review. 

Town officials cracked down on the 
site after neighbors, who had been 
closely monitoring the property for 
some time due to noise pollution 
and dust that they say lessened their 
quality of life and property values. 
They said property owner Kim Kiniry 
had cleared a much larger swathe of 
trees on the 1740 Route 212 location 
than the .98 acre area of disturbance 
he had indicated on his original site 
plan. 

Mark Kanter and his wife, Heather 
Hutchinson, live at a higher elevation 
near the site, They said that Kiniry’s 
excavation activities on the shale 
ledge beneath their property shook 

the foundations of their house and 
created constant, droning noise. Kim 
Kiniry, Kanter said, had hoped to 
harvest shale from one parcel to the 
other, where his family had intended 
to build their shop and park-
ing spaces for construction 
equipment. 

Kiniry said in January 
that he was not going to con-
tinue using onsite-rocks “be-
cause we don’t want to cause 
a ruckus.” Kiniry said that he 
would, instead, bring in rocks 
from other locations.

Kanter and Hutchinson’s 
lawyer, Emily Svenson as-
serts that the Kiniry West 
LLC should address a series of 
other issues before resuming 
work on the  property. \Since the ini-
tial stop-work order, the couple have 
communicated with others through 
Facebook posts and chain emails 
imploring neighbors and concerned 
locals to speak out about the site’s 
activities. When the property was ad-
dressed by the town planning board 
in January, 50 individuals showed up. 
Disheartened by the online response 
to a Facebook post made about the 
property, Kim Kiniry revoked his site 
plan at the time. At this meeting, just 
four residents spoke on the topic.

“The addition of outdoor storage of 
materials and equipment [indicated 
on the most recent site plan] means 
loading and unloading trucks with 
rock and fill, and those things create 
noise and dust impacts on the neigh-
bors as though they lived next to a 
perpetual construction site …. We re-
ally need better details on that,” said 
Svenson. “The new proposal that we 
have here shows large piles of mate-
rial stored in front of the building in 
view of Route 212 [and is] also visible 
from my client’s property... That view 
is contrary to the town’s gateway zon-
ing district, which is established for 

the gateways to the community.”
Gina Kiniry, who spoke along with 

engineer Chris DiChiaro and attorney 
Mike Moriello, maintained that Ki-
niry West LLC had taken significant 

steps to mitigate neighbors’ concerns. 
“I don’t intend to hurt people’s feel-

ings, I want to be a good neighbor,” 
she said. “My son is going to take over 
this business, I don’t want him to take 
on this animosity from all these peo-
ple that hate us and think we’re ru-
ining their property values. I planted 
trees, I have berms, and I’m trying to 
do everything possible to make it look 
nice. I just want this business to be in 
business …. We’re being treated like 
we’re common criminals who want to 
disrupt our neighbors. Yes, it’s a con-
struction site, but it’s not a construc-
tion site now.”

Moriello suggested that neighbors’ 
issues could be addressed at the next 
public hearing for a site plan. 

Corinna Geib, whose tea-brewing 
business plans to open off Route 212 
close to the Kiniry property, was con-
cerned about possible water pollution 
caused by the site being overlooked. 

“Our plan is to open a retail store 
and a tea house there in about a 
month, our product is a really valued 
product in the area,” said Geib. “For 
me, there’s just so many open ques-
tions that at this point I just don’t feel 

comforted .... We have a responsibility, 
we serve food, we make tea. I just need 
to know about the impacts for the air 
quality, the water quality, the runoff, 
and any contamination of the water.”

The board agreed, once a 
negative declaration is drafted, 
to pass it at the next meeting. 
Concerns, they said, will still 
be addressed during the review 
of Kiniry’s site plans for both 
parcels. 

“I think it’s pretty well docu-
mented that the site does not 
have any sensitive environ-
mental features that would 
be disrupted and destroyed 
by development of the site,” 
said planning consultant Dan 
Shuster. “I think it’s, the con-

cerns are more related to how the site 
is going to be used. Most of those are 
functions of the site plan that still has 
to come before the board. The board I 
think will hold a public hearing on it. 
The process allows for conditions on 
how the site is operated that can be 
placed on any approvals that might 
be granted.”

Neighbors, however, are apprehen-
sive. Will Kiniry West LLC adhere to 
stipulations agreed on at planning-
board meetings? “The basis of trust 
has been broken,” said Hutchinson. 
“I don’t know if I were to agree with 
something with hours and limita-
tions it would even be held up.”

 “The bottom line is, if you read the 
emails, the DEC has been really un-
cooperative,” said DiChiaro. “It just 
doesn’t seem like a big enough deal 
for them to be interested. They had 
somebody out on the site when con-
struction started, somebody was out 
there and they saw no violations.”

The issue will be addressed again 
this month For an invite to the We-
bex session, planning board secretary 
Becky Bertorelli can be contacted.

‘The basis of trust
has been broken,’ 
said neighbor
Heather Hutchinson.

Saugerties | community

Saugerties protesters gather daily
Demonstrators 

in Saugerties pro-
testing police bru-
tality following the 
death of George 
Floyd at the hands 
of a Minneapo-
lis police officers 
say they intend to 
gather daily near 
the parking lot on 
Main and Market 
streets. The dem-
onstrations are 
set for 5:30 p.m. 
The gathering on 
Wednesday, June 3 drew more than 50 people at its peak.

Saugerties police chief Joseph Sinagra joined the protesters on June 
5. At an Internet conference of police chiefs around Ulster County, the 
chiefs were in agreement that the officers who held Floyd down and 
caused his death were guilty of murder. Chief Sinagra posted the fol-
lowing message on the department’s website: “I am not only your police 
chief, I am also a member of the board of governors for the New York 
State Association of Chiefs of Police and president of the Mid-Hud-

son Association of 
Chiefs of Police. 
This month, I am 
issuing our asso-
ciation’s statement 
in the aftermath 
of the tragic death 
of George Floyd of 
Minneapolis. I do 
not condone the ac-
tions of these offi-
cers, and nor do we 
employ such bar-
baric tactics here in 
Saugerties when ef-
fecting arrest.” 

“The New York State Association of Chiefs of Police is a dedicated 
family of law enforcement leaders,” read a statement from Patrick 
Phelan, president of the association. “As such, we collectively denounce 
in the strongest of terms the illegal behavior that led to the death of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis, MN.” The statement affirms police sup-
port of peaceful protest and condemns violence and lawlessness on the 
part of participants.

— David Gordon

P H O T O S  B Y  D A V I D  G O R D O N

Left, Saugerties protesters are gathering daily near the parking lot on Main and Market streets; right, 
A line of demonstrators in front of the Reis parking lot on Main Street in Saugerties.
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Teaching from quarantine

Part two: Ground zero 
of educational chaos

by John Burdick

T
he Sutton house in 

Highland could be called 
the model home for edu-
cation, circa 2020: Two 
teachers in different 
schools, two young chil-

dren, one house. If anyone really gets 
the chaos, the contradictions, and the 
strange intimacies of education at 
this strange moment in history, it is 
the Suttons.

Our conversation zigzags through 
the many dimensions of the issue: 
personal and professional, physical 
and virtual. Through it all, the fam-
ily has maintained its sense of humor 
and a profound feeling that, as the 
four of them hunker in a house in the 
woods lit up by connected devices, 
they are among the most fortunate 
ones in this time of teaching from 
quarantine.

Tim Sutton is a media teacher at 
the Woodstock Day School. Cath-
erine Sutton is a sixth-grade science 
teacher in the Arlington district. 

Everyone seems to have a dramatic 
story about the final days of the old 
way. How did it go down for you 
guys?
Tim: It is hard to even remember it 
seems so long ago. We [Woodstock 
Day School] weren’t going to close, 
but once Kingston closed, it was like 
“oh, man.” 

Catherine: It was Friday the thir-
teenth.   At Arlington, we knew it 
was going down on March 12. That’s 

when everything was shutting down.
Tim: I was at work just wrapping 

everything, backing up all my kids’ 
movies. It was like a scene from a film 
where you had to get out ahead of a 
disaster. We were told that once we 
leave, that’s it. We can’t come back

Catherine: We had a babysitter that 
night because we were going to go see 
Mason Jennings at Colony in Wood-
stock, which was canceled. We kept 
the babysitter and went out for one 
last normal dinner.

Tim: it was like the last meal before 

the apocalypse.
Catherine: It felt very weird.

How quickly did your schools come 
up with an online transition plan? 
Tim: I have always been a big Google 
Classroom guy. Every single one of 
my classes has one. I was ready. It 
was a seamless transition. We were 
up and teaching the next week.

Catherine: Our roll-out was very 

different. We knew there would be a 
closure but it came a day sooner than 
we thought. That Friday we wrote 
up things for kids to do and gave out 
textbooks (which we don’t normally 
use), but we really thought they were 
going to come in on Monday and get 
a bunch of stuff to take home. Most 
kids had what they needed but had 
some left things and their lockers 
and couldn’t come back for them. We 
were not up and running with online 
teaching right away. We were antici-
pating maybe a two-week closure?

How are the systems working for 
you? Teaching, scheduling, staying in 
touch with kids?
Tim: as I mentioned, I already had 
all my assignments and everything 
on Google Classroom. The big thing 
I added was Google Meet. We mobi-
lized quickly. The staff met as we were 
packing up and then transitioned to 
staff meetings to online, figuring out 
how to teach and to assess, and how 
to ensure kids could still have and 
meet goals.  

Now I teach live, five days a week, 
photography, filmmaking, blogging, 
graphic design. Big senior projects 
and presentations are all on sched-
ule. I think as a smaller private school 
staff, we had a big advantage. We 
could be more agile. 

Catherine:   We’re not only talking 
private versus a public school; we’re 
talking about a completely different 
scale, numbers-wise. The entire staff 
of Woodstock Day could meet on 
Zoom. Arlington on the other hand is 

P H O T O  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

The Sutton family.
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a massive school district. A of people 
had to be consulted: administrators, 
a huge staff and student population. 
It took longer to make decisions be-
cause they had to be the right deci-
sions for everybody. 

I think we did a great job once we 
transitioned to online learning. All 
the science teachers in my building 
were already Google Classroom and 
are all tech-savvy So the students 
were already used to it too. We do not 
do live teaching necessarily. It would 
be forbiddingly hard to schedule that 
with so many teachers and so many 
students. There’s no easy way to make 
that happen. So a lot of us have been 
scheduling Google Meets with kids, 
not necessarily to do formal teaching 
but more of a casual check in to keep 
kids engaged in their learning. 

People have gotten comfortable 
fast. But there is absolutely no re-
placement for teaching in proxim-
ity, engaging and questioning in real 
time, hands on experiments and labs. 
We’ve made the best out of a super-
weird situation.
How are your students taking to this 
new model of school? How are they 
handling this major life disruption? 
Catherine: For the most part, I’ve 
been very impressed by the way kids 
have adjusted. In science, it is tough. 
No lab work or hands-on instruction. 
“Go to this website, and do this thing.” 
The first couple weeks were tough go-
ing. Some kids got right into it while 
others had trouble just logging on 
and getting the programs to work. 
The ones who struggled at first have 
been able to figure it out. We were 
able to get Chromebooks out very 
quickly to kids who needed them, so 
no one has been left out.

When I talk to them, they tell me 
they’re fine. They’re bored. They miss 
their friends. But they are hanging in.

Tim, you are dealing with graduating 
seniors. They must be feeling robbed 
of a lot ritualized closure and pomp, 
and the whole emotional, community 
experience of transition.
Tim: Some kids are having a really 
hard time with this, missing the so-
cialization. The majority are showing 
up in class and engaging, and the dy-
namics of the class have transferred 
over to the virtual world.

Kind of like how enemies and rivals 
all accept each others’ friend requests 
as they reassemble the whole social 

structure of school online?
Tim: I think most kids are over it 
now, eyes glazing over a bit more. But 
the work — movies and photographs, 
video journals — is some of the best I 
have seen in my whole career, and a 
lot of it addresses quarantine directly.

But the seniors are sad. They lost 
the prom, all these things. They don’t 
want to hear, “You’re part of history. 
You’ll never forget this time.” They 
don’t care. They don’t want to be the 
social-distancing generation. But 
they are still doing the work. They are 
motivated. And it has been decided 
that we’re having our graduation at a 
drive-in movie theater up in Green-
ville. So that’s kind of neat. In what 
I teach, I get to use a lot of humor. 
Also, in a private-school setting I get 
to know all my students really well.

[Tim and Cat proceed to get into 
a friendly argument about knowing 
their students]

Do you think kids are developing bet-
ter skills at self-guided independent 
work? Is that a possible silver lining?
Catherine: It’s really individual. Some 
kids are good at taking something 
and running with it. Others need 
more support.

Do you find some kids who struggle 
with the school environment actually 
thrive more in this makeshift current 
system (still looking for silver linings 
here)?
Tim: Oh, yeah. Some kids who 
weren’t doing as much at school are 
just knocking it out of the park now 
with their creative projects. On the 
other side, I see a lot of depression 
and anxiety, kids for whom it is get-
ting harder and harder to wake up 
and just get on a computer.

Catherine: Most of my kids love the 
fact that they get to sleep in. But they 
want to come back to school. They 
want to know what it is going to look 
like when this is done, and when it is 
going to be done.

Tim: At home, we try to make sure 
our own kids understand how dif-
ferent the situation can be for other 
people, kids who don’t have a house 
and a lawn with chickens. Maybe you 

live in a city on the tenth floor and 
you have one computer to share as a 
family. 

Have either of you been involved in 
any discussions about what is going 
to happen in the fall, or is that com-
pletely mysterious at this point?
Catherine: Lots of conversations, lots 
of professional development to be 
ready for anything, but nobody has 
that information. Our administrators 
told us there isn’t a secret plan. The 
guidelines are coming out in July. It is 
hard for a district to have a plan until 
we know what the guidelines will be.

Tim: We have task force commit-
tees, which I am not privy to. What 
it will look like is hard to say — a 
combination of virtual and physical? 
How do you socially distance kinder-
gartners? There are a lot of questions, 
but I believe we’ll be open come Sep-
tember. We need to hear more from 
the Health Department.

Two teachers at different levels and 
schools, two small kids learning at 
home. The Sutton Family is ground 
zero for education 2020. What is it 
like for your kids?
Catherine: Otis is five and in pre-
school, and Elliot is nine and in third 
grade, both at Woodstock Day School.

Tim: Our kids are doing well. We’re 
not really afraid that they are falling 
behind, which is a fear I hear from a 
lot of parents but it is not a fair com-
parison because we’re both teachers. 

Catherine: We’re both at home. It’s 
pretty chaotic with all four of us here 
and working on devices. It has mo-
ments where it feels gloriously peace-
ful, and moments where it feels epi-
cally messy.

Tim: It’s like The Jetsons meets 
Little House on the Prairie. We have 
breakfast outside together and feed 
the chickens, and then we all sign 
on for classes. Other times it’s more 
like The Shining meets The Empire 
Strikes Back.

Both of those movies provide pretty 
interesting models of fatherhood.
Tim: When a kid says no, I’m not 
doing that, you’re like a deer in the 
headlights. I’ll be teaching a class 
live, and a kid will come in and say, 
“Mom says I can’t watch a show.”

Catherine: If we both have to be 
in meetings where we can’t be inter-
rupted, it is pretty impossible with 
two little kids.

Tim: We really can’t complain. 
How is a single parent doing it?

Catherine: There are plenty of 
people who are continuing to work 
through this, and the kids are home 
alone trying to navigate. It is very 

tricky. I can’t even imagine how much 
harder it would be if one of us were 
working outside the home.

Tim: I see a lot of parent shaming 
going on social media, this pressure 
to be a perfect parent, and to  make 
the most of this time, make it special. 
As parents and teachers, we just need 
it to make it so they are not living in 
fear, and are continuing to thrive and 
grow. I don’t know how we would do 
it if we weren’t both here.

Does Otis at five feel like he is in 
school? Is he engaged?
Catherine: He has a circle time at 9:15 
with his classmates and his teacher.

Tim: They ring the bell.
Catherine: They have some songs 

they sing. There’s some kind of sci-
ence or social-studies lesson. Story 
time is later in the afternoon. The 
teacher sends over different practice 
sheets, art projects, other supple-
ments.

Tim: He also gets a one-on-one 
with his teacher once a week. He 
walks around the yard with his iPad 
and shows his teacher the chickens, 
and talks about his thoughts about 
Star Wars.

Catherine: It gives his teacher a 
chance to assess where he is at with 
certain skills.

Tim: He plays hide-and-go-seek 
with his friends. On an iPad. It is kind 
of ridiculous.

I can’t picture it.
Tim: But there are incredible apps 
teaching him to read. And we en-
courage a lot of outdoor exploration, 
another way in which we are super-
fortunate.

How about nine-year-old Elliot?
Catherine: He usually starts some in-
dependent work as soon as he wakes 
up. He has some morning meetings, 
then an online math program and a 
different live lesson in one subject ev-
ery day.

Tim: Tomorrow he is doing his re-
port.

Catherine: It’s on costume design 
in the original Star Wars movie.

Tim: How they were influenced by 
Russian and German military, and 
samurai. He’s also learning some vio-
lin, on Zoom.

He’s practicing violin while you guys 
are teaching?
Tim: Yeah, it’s insane, dude.

Where are they on the stir-crazy scale?
Catherine: It is harder for Otis. So-
cialization is such a huge part of what 
five-year-olds are supposed to be 
learning at school, those interactions, 
working out problems. Thank good-
ness the boys have each other, but 
they only have each other. Otis is not 
getting a wide variety of relationships 
to work through.

Tim: Whereas Elliot is playing 
Minecraft every day with four friends, 
Face Timing each other while they 
are playing. It’s a way to connect with 
his dudes.

Catherine: It’s something, at least.
Tim: When this first happened, the 

weather was beautiful and everything 
was idyllic, we hiked more. And then 
it got really cold and rainy and every-
one crashed. There is something even 
still about the natural environment. 
Its influence on learning and attitude 
is still profound. We have woods, a 
trampoline, a pool, chickens. Elliot 
and I have been running every day. 
It’s a good time to focus on nature. 

Catherine: And again, we are really, 
really fortunate in that way — to have 
a yard, to have outside. It’s the perfect 
escape from the bubble of four people 
in a small house, all on devices.

Catherine Sutton and her two sons.
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Switch to renewable energy
National Grid, which provides en-

ergy to New York City and Long Is-
land customers, and its fracked-gas 
supplier, Oklahoma-based Williams, 
would like us to believe that their 
products are vital to life.

In advance of the Public Service 
Commission’s June 11 decision on 
National Grid’s long-term energy 
plans, the question of what is vital to 
life becomes urgent. It’s urgent for us 
in the Hudson Valley, too, as fossil fu-
els contribute to global warming for 
all.

Methane, a.k.a. “natural gas,” is ac-
tually a threat to life. When methane 
leaks into the air before being used — 
and the EPA estimates that the leak 
rate is about 14% — it absorbs the 
sun’s heat, warming the atmosphere. 
In the first two decades after its re-
lease, methane is 84 times more po-
tent than carbon dioxide. Methane is 
even a threat to life in the short run, 
with communities near gas plants 
suffering from higher rates of respi-

ratory disease and other health im-
pacts.

We don’t need gas to keep us from 
shivering in the dark. Rather than 
buying more gas, utilities should pro-
mote energy efficiency and electric 
heating and cooking solutions.

New York State’s Climate Leader-
ship and Community Protection Act 
mandates that we have 100% re-
newable energy by 2040. Governor 
Andrew Cuomo must reject more 
pipelines, more compressor stations, 
and National Grid’s expansion of 
the Liquified Natural Gas facility in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

Let the utilities switch to devel-
oping sources of renewable energy, 
which would truly deliver what is vi-
tal to life.

Andrew Moss

Ruby

Vote for Stan O’Dell for 
Saugerties Town Justice

I write today in support of my dear 
friend, Stan O’Dell, and his candi-
dacy for Saugerties Town Justice in 
the upcoming Democratic primary. 
While Stan’s lifetime body of work 
is uniquely suited for this important 
position (30 years a NY State trooper, 
a BCI investigator assigned to the 
World Trade Center and Saugerties 
fireman), it is his personal quali-
ties that I wish to highlight. Stan is 
the neighbor that checks on you in a 
storm, who stops if he sees you pulled 
over on the side of the road and offers 
to search with you if your dog or cat 
goes missing. He offers to mentor a 
kid in trouble. Honesty, fairness and 
reliability are his trademarks. He is 
the type of friend and neighbor and 
public servant that makes Saugerties 
the unique place it is. In this chaotic 
moment he is a calming voice of rea-
son, who stands strongly for justice 
for all people. I urge my friends in the 
Democratic Party to vote in the up-
coming primary and I hope you will 
vote for Stan O’Dell for Town Justice.

Judy Hinchey

Saugerties

Proud to support Claudia 
Andreassen in her re-election 
for Saugerties Town Justice

As a female attorney who has been 
practicing law in New York for close 
to 15 years, a lifelong Democrat and 
a sitting member of the Saugerties 
Democratic Committee, I am proud 
to support Claudia Andreassen in 
her re-election for Saugerties Town 
Justice.  Claudia has been our jus-
tice since 2012 and a member of the 
Democratic Party since 1968.  She is 
an incredibly strong and competent 
woman who has been endorsed by 
the Ulster County Democratic Wom-
en and who has demonstrated her 
commitment to justice and fairness 
in her past eight years on the bench.

On a more personal note, she has 
also been reaching out to her neigh-
bors who have been going through 
trying times during this pandemic 
— myself included — and I know her 
to be a kind and compassionate indi-
vidual who cares about all of us here 
in town.  Claudia more than deserves 
our votes.  I hope everyone makes 
sure to cast their vote for Claudia on 
or before June 23 in this very pivotal 
primary election (local elections are 
where it all begins) and I hope all of 

you and your families are doing well.
Katherine Smith

Saugerties Democratic Committee
Glasco

Covid, race and extinction
With this year’s entrance of the 

Covid 19 pandemic and the recent 
race riots throughout many cities in 
America, it is easy to see death has 
crawled from our unconsciousness 
and is screaming in our streets. The 
real first responders to this reality are 
our black protestors. They are enact-
ing the repressed emotions for all of 
us who are sheltered, fed and with 
health insurance. 

We all fear death, and it stirs in-
ternal conflict that calls for expres-
sion to try and make those around 
us hear. When ignored, it calls loud-
er and louder, both from the streets 
and from under our rib cages. We all 
fear extinction. We see the absence 
of moral leadership in government 
and it triggers rage because we have 
no personal control over our primary 
needs for existence.  

Apocalypse appears to be the only 
catalyst to induce the needed change. 
Past protests have not upset our 
elected leadership enough to dis-
perse our collective wealth to those 
sick and in need of life’s essentials. 
The poor are caught between tech-
nology taking their jobs and the one-
half percent hoarding all the nation’s 
wealth. Man’s history of suicidal be-
haviors towards himself and nature 
has reached an extreme. 

Right now man is the animal con-
suming so much he is triggering 
global catastrophe. He was never the 
steward of earth’s salvation, his ego 
never allowed it. The few tools man 
cultivated were housed in education-
al institutions. Indigenous wisdom 
was slaughtered by what was called 
the religious and civilized world. 

The role of elder once attempted to 
maintain a conscious balance in the 
human community. Today the elder’s 
life experience and emotional intel-
ligence is replaced by Google. The 
insatiability of our youth is fed by 
capitalists who are choreographing 
technology to sell to their deepest in-
stincts. 

Discipline for anything other than 
making money is a rare commodity. 
Stillness of mind and body is con-
sidered non-productive. Tolerances 
for imperfection, instead becomes a 
judge of character. We as human be-
ings are midway down a mountain-
side and have lost our footing. We are 
too frightened to call for help because 
we know all too well, it will not come. 
We know not how to reach within to 
locate help from our true selves, that 
pathway has never been supported by 
the society that educated us. We look 
to the sky at the gathering thunder 
clouds and mumble the remnants 
of a prayer we once heard our great, 
great grandmother say before putting 
us in the cradle.    

Somewhere buried in the ruins of 
our dreams are the seeds of humani-
ty. They were evident in our hospitals 
with Covid care. Some say they were 
witnessed between neighbors helping 
one another. These seeds are almost 
never seen in our media. While walk-
ing the battlefields of 2020, we may 
locate enough wounded and scarred 
to rehabilitate a way of life where our 

values can be reprioritized to includ-
ed love, kindness, humanity, care,and 
responsibility for what and who is 
still living.

Larry Winters

New Paltz

Act now, Kingston
The last several weeks have been filled 

with devastating news of black people 
killed by police officers: George Floyd. 
Breonna Taylor. Tony McDade. But it’s 
not just the last few weeks. These mur-
ders propel a continuation of the fear that 
so many of our black family, friends and 
neighbors have lived with their whole 
lives and for generations.

And yet our own city does not have 
systems in place to support victims of 
police brutality by bringing officers to 
justice and avoiding this type of po-
lice conduct in the first place. What 
will it take for Kingston to protect 
the lives of black people by putting in 
place common-sense accountability 
measures for police? Are we waiting 
to react to the news that someone we 
know or love had their neck pressed 
into the concrete by a police officer’s 
knee until they can’t breathe? 

Our city’s police commission is 
not set up to serve justice to victims 
of police brutality. The appointed 
commission, empowered to hire, fire 
and discipline officers, has almost 
no transparency in its process — the 
chief of police currently sits on the 
commission, which is a blatant con-
flict of interest. 

The police commission must be set 
up to remove and support bringing 
charges against officers who mistreat, 
abuse and murder the people of our 
city. Kingston police officers must 
have ongoing training on de-escala-
tion, implicit bias and other crucial 
topics that inform their conduct. We 
need our city’s leadership to prioritize 
black lives by creating total trans-
parency in the police commission’s 
appointment guidelines and proce-
dures. These changes must happen 
now — before another precious black 
life is lost to police brutality.

Katy Kondrat

Kingston

I endorse Stan O’Dell for 
Town Justice of Saugerties.

I have been involved in Ulster 
County Democratic politics since 
the mid-1970’s.  Mostly I served beer 
(once I turned 18) at campaign fund 
raisers where my parents, Mary and 
Rich Messina volunteered me to 
help.  My parents helped with a num-
ber of local, state and Congressional 
campaigns.  My mother was the first 
woman Democrat to run for a seat 
on the Ulster County Legislature.  I 
benefited greatly from those early ex-
periences by learning to pay attention 
to local politics because in my home, 
Tipp O’Neill was quoted regularly, 
“All politics is local.”

In between those formative days 
in the 1970’s and today, I went to 
college, got married, we have a won-
derful son and I worked for IBM for 
38-and-a-half  years.  We returned to 
the Hudson Valley in 1998 and I’ve 
been on the Sawyer Savings Bank 
board since 1999.  In 2019, I formed 
a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit to advocate 
the FAA for the rights of recreational 
drone operators.  Without going too 
deep, the FAA is pressing regulations 
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which could hinder aviation as a 
hobby which has fueled many STEM 
careers.

It’s the sentiment of, “All politics is 
local” that attracted my attention to 
Stan O’Dell running for Town Justice 
of Saugerties.  I’ve known Stan for 
years and I like his deep knowledge of 
the law from his 30 years with the NY 
State Troopers where he achieved a 
very senior position as senior investi-
gator, and also his life-long empathy, 
honesty and deep-rooted respect for 
every individual he meets.  The work 
of a town justice is serious and can 
have a lasting impact on individuals 
who come before the court.  I know 
Stan will be fair, thoughtful and em-
pathetic to victims as well as perpe-
trators who come before him.

I endorse Stan O’Dell for Town 
Justice of Saugerties.  Please consider 
joining me.  

David W. Messina

Malden on Hudson

Choose wisely
In the Democratic primary that 

ends June 23, many Saugerties vot-
ers will choose their representatives 
on the Saugerties Democratic Com-
mittee. Extraordinarily, there are two 
slates of candidates in 11 Election Dis-
tricts (EDs). One consists of 22 can-
didates in those EDs, all nominated 
by the Saugerties Democratic Com-
mittee and endorsed by the Ulster 
County Committee. The second slate 
consists of 12 people in those EDs. In 
each contested ED, voters choose two 
out of three or four candidates. (In 
five EDs there are no contests.)

These slates are very different. The 
endorsed slate has many decades 
of Democratic Party activism to its 
credit. All its candidates have voted 
in previous Democratic primaries. All 
have volunteered in campaigns. Col-
lectively, these endorsed candidates 
have contributed almost $15,000 to 
Democratic campaigns committees 
since 2016, according to the NYS da-
tabase. The full endorsed slate is at 
https://saugertiesdemocrats.org/.

As a group, the challenging slate’s 
candidates have no such record. Only 
two have volunteered in any capacity 
for Democratic candidates. Six have 
not voted in a Democratic primary 
in Ulster County, or not done so for 
many years. Five changed or reac-
tivated their party registrations, or 
newly registered, to become Demo-
crats within the past year; four of 
them did so in 2020. The NYS con-
tributions database shows a total of 
less than $400 in donations from this 
slate to Democratic candidates and 
committees since 2016.

Primary voters seeking consistent 
commitment to Democratic candi-
dates and values from their commit-
tee representatives may want to bear 
these records in mind.

Louise Bloomfield

Saugerties

Re-elect Claudia Andreassen
I have known Judge Claudia An-

dreassen for over 20 years.  For eight 
of those years, she has faithfully 
served, and is still serving, as one of 
our town justices. For 26 years before 
that, she served our community as an 
Ulster County probation officer. 

Without question, she is uniquely 
qualified to continue on the bench. I 
urge all voters from the Democratic, 
Working Families, Green, Libertar-
ian and Independence parties to vote 
for her in the primary election on 
June 23. Claudia deserves your vote. 
We love that she is and has been a fair 
and unbiased incumbent justice, and 
we also love that she is a voracious 
reader and a regular at our bookstore 
at the corner of Main and Partiton 

Streets in the Village of Saugerties. 
She has our undivided support!

Brian Donoghue

Inquiring Minds Bookstore
Saugerties

“Not a racist” not enough!
“Racism in America is like dust in 

the air,” said Kareem Abdul Jabbar. 
“it’s invisible even though you are 
choking on it, until the light gets in.”

Soon after George Floyd’s shock-
ingly wrongful death, a news com-
mentator of color addressed white 
people like me who think we are ‘not 
racist.’ He maintained that people 
of color cannot overcome racism by 
themselves because it is institution-
alized, that white people need to act 
against racism as they become aware 
of it, and that we need to evolve from 
not racist to anti-racist. 

Since he spoke these words, the TV 
ads I have been mostly ignoring ap-
pear to me in their true racist light. 
In 24 hours, I compiled a list of seven 
ads I found offensive for the way they 
depict people of color. Two of them 
follow.

In the first, a too-big-to-fail  bank 
advertises its project for feeding 
needy neighborhoods.  Opening im-
ages show a racial mix of women 
and children, an empty fridge and 
a voiced message about hard times, 
followed by an image of a mature, 
non-smiling hooded black man and 
the phrase “...equally dire crisis.”  I 
believe the sponsors have determined 
that we white people feel threatened 
by black men who are made danger-
ous by hunger, and we are to see this 
big bank as saving us from that with 
their worthy program.

In the second, a famous household 
battery company features two danc-
ing toy robots. One with the superior 
batteries is white with light blue ac-
cents and is able to keep dancing, 
while the other with the inferior bat-
teries has gray and purple accents and 
collapses. The colors gray or ‘light 
black” and purple both bring people 
of color to mind. I think this sponsor 
believes white people see themselves 
as superior and blacks as inferior, and 
is pitting them against each other to 
sell their product.

In despising people of color, these 
sponsors manage to be quite insult-
ing to whites as well!

I plan to complain to the TV sta-
tion and their sponsors that made 
such offensive ads and refuse to buy 
what they are selling. I hope others 
will, too. I call it commercial lynch-
ing. and it has to end!

Tamara Schuppin

Saugerties

How a dual primary works
The Democratic presidential pri-

mary is a dual primary, where voters 
can vote for the presidential candi-
date of their choice and for the del-
egates of their choice — even if the 
delegates are not on the same line as 
their choice for president.

Here’s how it works: Presidential 
candidates run against each other in 
a statewide primary, with their del-
egates running in some congressio-
nal districts. Delegates are allocated 
based on the performance of the 
presidential candidates within the 
congressional district (for us that’s 
District 19). There are 184 pledged 
delegates statewide elected from con-
gressional districts in the primary (92 
male and 92 female). Congressional 
District 19 has three female and three 
male delegates for a total of six del-
egates.

In the presidential candidate con-
test, a presidential candidate must 
receive at least 15 percent of all the 
votes cast for all the presidential can-

didates in a congressional district. In 
Congressional District 19, if only one 
presidential candidate reaches the 
required 15 percent, then that candi-
date is entitled to all six district dele-
gates from our congressional district. 

If, for example, a presidential can-
didate receives 30 percent of the 
votes for president in a congressional 
district, that candidate will be en-
titled to two delegates. The delegate 
on their line who receives the high-
est number of votes will be elected as 
the first delegate. The delegate of the 
opposite sex who receives the highest 
number of votes shall be the second 
delegate. They would be elected to go 
to the national convention.

If another presidential candidate 
received 60 percent of the vote in 
District 19, that presidential candi-
date would be entitled to four del-
egates with the two females and two 
males, with the highest votes on their 
line being elected to attend the con-
vention. In determining which del-
egates achieve the most votes to earn 
a place at the Convention, votes cast 
for a delegate on a line (other than 
the line of the voter’s preferred presi-
dential vote) will be counted as a vote 
for that delegate. 

Why does it matter if the delegate 
doesn’t represent the eventual presi-
dential nominee? The short answer is 
that it influence the eventual Demo-
cratic platform and rules. We saw in 
2016, where Bernie Sanders changed 
the rules about superdelegates at the 
Democratic convention, something 
that wouldn’t have happened if he 
didn’t have delegates to push pro-
gressive ideals.

For absentee ballot votes, the bal-
lot has to be delivered in person to 
the board of elections in your county 
by June 23 (Primary Day), or post-
marked by June 16.

Lanny Walter

Saugerties

Stan O’Dell’s impressive 
career is ideally suited for 
the roll of Town Justice

We write today in support of the 
candidacy of Stan O’Dell for Sau-
gerties Town Justice in the upcom-
ing June 23 Democratic primary. 
Stan’s impressive career is ideally 
suited for the roll of Town Justice: 
Thirty plus years in law enforce-
ment as a NY State Trooper and an 
Investigator, then Senior Investiga-
tor and supervisor for the Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation. He was as-
signed to the World Trade Center 
following the 9/11 attack, conducting 
emergency response, interviews and 
investigations. Stan’s record of com-
munity service is even more impres-
sive: Chairman of the Village Water-
front Advisory Board, appointed by 
Mayor William Murphy; A member 
of the Ashokan Release Working 
Group for Flood Resilience and Cli-
mate Resiliency; A 2nd Lt. C.A. at 
the Lynch Hose Company and Chief 
Marine Officer and active member of 
the Saugerties Fire Department. In 
this difficult time we have seen Stan 
work tirelessly with our dedicated 
public officials of all parties to get vi-
tal supplies and services to our first 
responders, medical community and 
most vulnerable citizens. He is fair, 
respectful and honest, and will seek 
a just and compassionate approach 
in every case. Our family has known 
and worked with Stan for decades. 
We are honored by his tireless service 
to our community, and are proud to 
call him a friend. He is a true person 
of integrity, who is willing to stand up 
for the voiceless in our community. 
We whole-heartedly endorse him for 
Saugerties Town Justice and we hope 
that our friends in the Democratic 

Party will do the same.
Kevin and Renee Hinchey

Saugerties

Happy anniversary to me
It was back in May 2010, over 500 

letters ago, that I took on the role 
as Woodstock’s gadfly.  A gadfly, for 
those of you who are unaware, is a 
person who persistently annoys or 
provokes others in order to move 
them to action.  My role started many 
years before [Bill] McKenna and his 
cohorts removed me, a volunteer for 
15 years, from my position as chair-
man of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) without cause, years before all 
the members of the ZBA resigned be-
cause of McKenna’s attempts to influ-
ence their decisions, and long before 
the more than $30,000 was spent on 
lawyers advising McKenna’s current 
ZBA. 

This role could not have continued 
all these years had it not, in fact, been 
for the efforts and actions of previ-
ous town-board members, as well as 
some of you. I would especially like to 
thank Bill McKenna for the material 
he has provided me over the past few 
years, for without him, I would have 
been limited in the number of letters 
I wrote.

Howard Harris

Woodstock

Good Democrats, 
dead Democrats

On Thursday, May 28, Donald 
Trump re-tweeted, “The only good 
Democrat is a dead Democrat.”

Ulster County Republicans, is this 
how you feel about your Democratic 
neighbors? Your parents taught you 
from the cradle never to speak so 
crassly, and so you teach your own 
children. I don’t believe you want us 
dead.

Ulster County Republicans, won’t 
you please now disown your party’s 
leader? Mr. Trump owns the violence 
breaking out across the nation. He 
is the chaos president. In the words 
of conservative New York Times col-
umnist Bret Stephens, Mr. Trump 
inverts the message of Lincoln’s Sec-
ond Inaugural Address: “With malice 
toward all, with charity for none.” In 
your hearts, you know this is true.

Or listen to general James Mattis: 
“Donald Trump is the first president 
in my lifetime who does not try to 
unite the American people — does 
not even pretend to try. Instead, he 
tries to divide us. We are witnessing 
the consequences of three years of 
this deliberate effort. We are witness-
ing the consequences of three years 
without mature leadership. We can 
unite without him, drawing on the 
strengths inherent in our civil society. 
This will not be easy, as the past few 
days have shown, but we owe it to our 
fellow citizens, to past generations 
that bled to defend our promise, and 
to our children.”

The cost is clear. We’re facing the 
loss of our country, its ideals and its 
institutions. Ulster County Repub-
licans, put your country before your 
party.

Please watch the video of George 
Floyd’s murder. It’s shocking but 
not surprising. When you’re black in 
America, you live with the conscious-
ness that murder at the hands of the 
police is possible. When marchers 
shout, “Black lives matter,” what they 
mean is, “Black lives matter, too.” In-
sisting on the truth of this statement 
is what motivates the nationwide 
protests. Malice is what breeds the 
violence.

Black lives matter. Our nation mat-
ters. Truth matters.

William Weinstein

New Paltz
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Marching won’t change 
what you do

Of course in the Kingston game — 
some people are not picked for a team 
and/or are not allowed in the lineup 
— The Noble Way — exclusion of 
healthy skepticism.  So Noble squan-
ders away fund balance, over taxes ev-
eryone, pads his family’s payroll and 
creates crony jobs. And when things 
get tight, he first closes anything that 
he can that hurts the Urban poor —  
parks, playgrounds and layoffs police 
and laborers who maintain parks.

Bill Berardi

Kingston

In memory of my father
My father, Chester Szarejko of Lit-

tle Neck passed away on May 11, 2020 
at the age of 93. He lived a long and 
fulfilling life. He was all about loving 
and caring for me and my brother 
Michael and the rest of his large ex-
tended family. He was a part of every 
aspect of my life and regularly visited 
our property in Woodstock. He loved 
supplying me with unique and un-
usual items to sell in my shop.

His accomplishments were incred-
ibly extensive. Above all, the values 
he held most dear were of respect and 
tolerance, which was quite evident by 
the sheer number and types of orga-
nizations he was involved in. He was 
so full of energy and the willingness 
to serve his community. He loved 
helping and supporting all people.  It 
was his nature.

Being of Polish descent, he was 
naturally very active with the Pol-

ish organizations, but he didn’t stop 
there. He was fully engaged with 
other groups, such as the Americans 
of Italian Heritage, the Samuel Field 
Young Men’s Hebrew Association and 
the American Muslim Association of 
the United States. He was also active 
with the NAACP of New York and the 
Queens Women’s Center.

He was very active politically and 
contributed greatly to the Demo-
cratic cause.  He was president and 
member of various Democratic clubs 
and in particular, he was president of 
the New American Democratic Club 
(a multi-cultural organization of im-
migrants new to New York City).

The Bangladeshi community 
thought so highly of my father they 
invited him to be the guest of the 
Bangladesh government to tour the 
country in appreciation for his dedi-
cated service to Bangladeshi Ameri-
cans.  He was also a member of presi-
dent William Clinton’s entourage on 
his visit to Southeast Asia.

Everyone knew and valued him. 
They turned to his expertise, his 
guidance and his willingness to help 
in any way he knew how and was 
honored with several awards, such as 
the Man of the Year Award from the 
Queens County Jewish War Veterans 
and the Humanitarian Award from 
the American Muslim Association of 
the United States.

The world has lost a truly dedicated 
and accomplished man. Most of all, 
I lost my dad, my hero and my best 
friend. I will miss him dearly.

Liza Szarejko

Woodstock

Stan O’Dell will benefi t the 
town as a very fair judicial 
candidate to all residents

I am the former Treasurer of Ulster 
County and the first Commissioner of 
Finance, having been elected in 1977. 
I have been a member of the Demo-
cratic Party since the 1950s.

It is an honor and a privilege to en-
dorse the candidacy of Stan O’Dell 
for Town Justice of the Town of Sau-
gerties this November.

I have known Stan since he was a 
teenager and he was a continually 
active member of Demolay, a junior 
part of the Masons. I have admired 
him for his ability to work for oth-
ers whenever and wherever he was 
needed.

Stan was an outstanding member 
of law enforcement until his retire-
ment in 2015. Stan also has an exem-
plary reputation in the community 
for his integrity as a law enforcement 
officer for many years.

I feel very fortunate to have been 
a part of Stan’s life and I highly rec-
ommend him as the perfect choice 
for the Town Justice of Saugerties. 
He will benefit the town as a very fair 
judicial candidate to all residents as 
well as an admirable choice for the 
Democratic Party !

Lew Kirschner

Kingston

Commit to systemic change
It is extraordinarily painful to con-

tinually see acts of violence com-

mitted against black people. It is 
frightening to see communities and 
individuals so unnerved and outraged 
by police brutality that some protests 
have led to looting and violence.

But our country just watched 
George Floyd senselessly killed. Ad-
ditionally, this act of violence com-
mitted against a black man, hap-
pened in the midst of the Covid crisis, 
a pandemic that has disproportion-
ately hurt people of color.

Even if many of us unknowingly 
benefit from institutional racism, 
and with blind privilege regularly 
commiting acts of everyday racism, 
I believe many are sickened by rac-
ism and do not consciously perform 
racist acts. We were conditioned 
in a systemically racist and classist 
world. We have been doing an awful 
job of actually living up to principles 
of equality and justice that we have 
sworn are important.

It could be the beginning, or it 
could be the continuation of difficult 
conversations about race, inequal-
ity and social injustice. We need to 
really look at ourselves and agree to 
do everything in our power to change 
what so obviously and direly needs 
to change. Without deliberate and 
systemic change to correct wrongs, 
violence and disenfranchisement will 
persist.

All police department spend-
ing, training and support services 
should be thoroughly analyzed as to 
how they protect and serve the com-
munity. There needs to be a distinct 
differentiation between the mission 

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Woodstock Tree Care
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.

We are also Tree Removal experts. 
Working in the area 25 years!

Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
Office: 845-679-3200

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

CASEY & SONS 
FLOOR SANDING

FINISHING
“Serving the Community  

For Over 45 years”
Kingston, NY
845•336•8555

STOVES & FIREPLACES

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 or (845) 679-8932

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
Trucking & Excavating

• Trucking • Excavating • Driveways • Lawns
Bulk Landscaping Materials

• Topsoil • Mulch • Stone • Sand • Shale...
Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

THE JOY OF BUILDING
New construction, additions,  

renovations, and historical restorations

MARK PERITZ  •  845 399-3080   
 jobconco@gmail.com • thejoyofbuilding.com

Lawn Mowing & 
Snow Plowing 

   (845) 679-CUTT (2888)

& 

CLEANING SERVICES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION

GARDEN CONSULTING

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

LEGAL SERVICES

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

UNPAID RENT?  BILLS? CAR PAYMENTS?
EVICTION OR FORECLOSURE NOTICE?

BANKRUPTCY CAN HELP!! REASONABLE FEES, PAYMENT PLANS
CALL 845 338-2139 or EMAIL sirag1951@gmail.com

FREE PHONE CONSULTATIONS,
LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN GOTTLIEB

721 BROADWAY SUITE 112 KINGSTON, NY 
Over 20 years experience in bankruptcy 

INSULATION, LEAF REMOVAL, GUTTERS,  
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING & CARPENTRY

We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.

845-514-3953 • 518-929-6369

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722

RECREATION

peregrine8@hvc.rr.com – www.woodstocknytrails.com

MINDFUL PROPERTY
Management & Maintenance
Francesca Ortolano – Property Manager

Donny Kass – Property Maintenance
Organized – Reliable – Meticulous

845.657.4180–O  845.389.0969–C  mindfulproperty77@gmail.com
55 Years Combined Experience

READY FOR SPRING?
Soil Testing Available Now

Biological Food Garden & Farm Soil Testing
Organic-Regenerative Soil Balancing

Compost Tea – Biodynamic Preps
Testing – Education – Consulting
Ross 845-825-7657

ASHOKAN STORE-IT
Ask about our long term storage discount

 5x10  5x15  10x10  10x15  10x20  10x30
 $40  $50  $70  $90  $110  $150

Cell Phone (845) 389-0504
845-657-2494 • 1 Ridge Rd. Shokan, NY 12481

STORAGE

5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200 — 5 WEEKS $75 — 845-334-8200

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722CS CONSTRUCTION

Roofing • Siding • Decks • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
All Phases of Home Improvement 

— Free Estimates —
Chris Shauger   f550diesel@msn.com

Houtman Rd., Saugerties, NY 845-750-7038

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

5 weeks $75  |  845-334-8200
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statement of the military forces and 
local police departments. All law-
enforcement agents must be held ac-
countable for their actions and be ap-
propriately prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law for unnecessary acts 
of violence against any civilian.

But we cannot stop with police 
departments. We also need to com-
mit to broad systemic change that 
includes public healthcare for all and 
an end to for-profit health insurance 
and public education for all. with 
funding fairly distributed.

We can no longer afford to hope 
racism and the injustices it perpetu-
ates just dissipates, or there will be 
more senseless and preventable mur-
ders of our black neighbors.

Mayor Tim Rogers 

Village of New Paltz

This quote says it best
I began drafting a letter in response 

to the recent walk from the White 
House to a nearby house of worship, 
that the president made. But, clearly, 
the quote I found below from Rob-
ert Hendrickson, rector at St. Phillip 
Episcopal Church in Tucson, Arizo-
na, says it best:

“This is an awful man, waving a 
book he hasn’t read, in front of a 
church he does not attend, invoking 
laws he does not understand, against 
fellow Americans he sees as enemies, 
wielding a military he dodged serv-
ing, to protect power he gained by ac-
cepting foreign interference, exploit-
ing fear and anger he loves to stroke, 
after failing to address a pandemic he 
was warned about, and building it all 
on a bed of constant lies and childish 
inanity.” 

Glenn Gidaly

New Paltz

She has served faithfully
I write today to express my support 

for Claudia Andreassen in the up-
coming Democratic primary. Claudia 
has a deep and thorough understand-
ing of the law with her education in 
it starting with a bachelor’s degree 
earned in 1968, a master’s in 2012, 
to various certificates and credits 
earned through the present day. 

She has put this education and 
training to very good use here in Sau-
gerties. The town board appointed 
her to the position of town justice in 
2012. and she has served faithfully in 
that capacity ever since, having won 
two elections in the process.

It is no secret that Claudia also 
serves faithfully in other roles. For in-
stance, she is a deeply committed and 
compassionate volunteer for Habitat 
for Humanity and is a member of the 
NYS and Ulster County Magistrates 
Association. During this challenging 
time, we need a person who is com-
mitted and compassionate to guide 
our justice system. 

Claudia has the experience as a 
judge who’s dealt first-hand with the 
new challenges of bail reform and 
Covid 19. She’s proven time and time 
again that community and justice for 
all within it matters. Fellow Demo-
crats, please join me in casting your 
vote to re-elect the honorable justice 
Claudia Andreassen, whether it be 
via absentee ballot or in-person on 
June 23. 

Tim Scott, Jr.

Saugerties

Extraordinary actions required
These are difficult times for any arts 

organization, as they are for all the 
creative artists and musicians these 
organizations rely upon to fulfill their 
mission statements. Saugerties Pro 
Musica is no different.

The board of Saugerties Pro Musi-
ca has decided to take some unusual 

steps in an attempt to save our 25th 
season. We already cancelled the 
last three concerts of the 24th sea-
son. Now we are cancelling the first 
three concerts of our 25th season 
— September, October and Novem-
ber 2020 — limiting us to only five 
concerts scheduled each month from 
January to May of 2021.

Due to the savings incurred by 
cancelling those six concerts, the re-
maining five concerts will be free. No 
admission will be charged. This guar-
antees that a community struggling 
under the economic losses of the 
Covid 19 pandemic can at least have 
good music for free.

One caveat. This can only happen 
if the Saugerties United Methodist 
Church, where our concerts are held, 
is available for this purpose.  Cur-
rently, they do not anticipate allow-
ing third-party use of their facility 
this fall. We hope to be able to hold 
concerts there in 2021. 

If we cannot, the entire season is 
lost.

On another note, our contract with 
the musicians reads that they receive 
payment on the day of the concert, 
but if a performance is cancelled they 
do not get paid. In light of these diffi-
cult times, we will prepay half of their 
contracted performance fee now to 
help tide them over during this pause, 
with the balance paid on the concert 
date. If events dictate that we must 
cancel more concerts, we will make 
every effort to reschedule the musi-
cians to a future concert date. But, if 
we are unable to reschedule for what-
ever reason, the advance fee may be 
kept by them without repayment. 

This is our way of helping to ensure 
musicians are here for future perfor-
mances. This is unprecedented for 
any tiny organization to do, but ex-
traordinary times require extraordi-
nary actions.

In effect, besides helping our musi-
cians and our community, Saugerties 
Pro Musica is self-funding its 25th 
season. Many organizations are not 
able to do that. This will leave them 
a bigger piece of whatever arts fund-
ing is available for not-for-profits in 
these tight financial times. 

Please support these organizations 
and our local advertisers. Local busi-
nesses are the heart of our town. They 
fund organizations such as ours, as 
well as countless other events and 
organizations that help to make Sau-
gerties the vibrant, thriving commu-
nity we all enjoy. They deserve our 
support.

Thanks to everyone who has 
helped make Saugerties Pro Musica 
a successful institution celebrating a 
quarter-century of fine music in our 
community. Our next concert is Jan-
uary 24, 2021. Until then, remember 
— stay safe and healthy — and keep 
music in your lives.

Lisa Mayone, Edward Leavitt

Richard Frisbie

Saugerties Pro Musica Board
Saugerties

I stand with Andreassen
Putting others first.  
That’s my experience of Claudia 

Andreassen, whom I have known for 
35=plus years.  I encourage you to 
review Claudia’s education and expe-
rience training at http://voteforclau-
dia.com/background/  Her trainings 
in dealing with mental-health and 
addiction issues alone, have set a 
high bar difficult for her opponent to 
match. 

I encourage you to join me in voting 
to re-elect Judge Andreassen, a life-
long Democrat.  At this moment in 
time more than ever, lifelong demo-
cratic values matter.  We know where 
Claudia stands, and I stand with her.

Virginia Luppino

Saugerties

The pandemic of injustice
My heart is breaking again. It is 

crumbling under a relentless on-
slaught of tragedy. As if the hundreds 
of thousands of deaths from the Co-
vid 19 pandemic were not all by itself 
too much for us to mourn, we are 
forcibly reminded of the long-stand-
ing pandemic of racial injustice. How 
did we ever let the fight against this 
disease dissipate? Too preoccupied 
by the radical measures necessitated 
by the more recent physical disease, 
many of us lost temporary sight of the 
longstanding social and spiritual dis-
ease of institutionalized racism. Not 
now! It took another hideous and 
unjustified killing to turn our atten-
tion back. Many of our brothers and 
sisters never lost sight, having to fight 
against it every day, coronavirus or 
not. I am embarrassed that I allowed 
preoccupation with the virus to ob-
scure a problem that has vexed this 
world for centuries. 

I mourn the death of George Floyd. 
A death that, God help us, we all saw 
happen before our very eyes, making 
every single one of us a witness to the 
horror of racism. The blatant disre-
gard for the pleas of a dying man, the 
arrogant persistence of the murder-
ous posture for what seemed like an 
eternity beyond the point of respon-
siveness, shows us that the recent in-
dictments are precisely what is called 
for. The firing of all four officers the 
following day and their present ar-
rests for murder show us that there is 
hope for our justice system, that we 
have pulled at least a glimmer of righ-
teousness out of an institution sullied 
by prejudice for so long. 

That the crime itself could be com-
mitted by officers of the law is an in-
dictment against us and our society. 
That we can respond quickly to the 
built-in wrong and attempt to right it 
is our hope for a better future.

The world as a whole has been en-
ergized. The legitimacy of the dem-
onstrations as well as the illegitimacy 
of the violence that marred them 
has seen to that. It is tragedy added 
to tragedy that we could not have 
the peaceful protests without the at-
tempted appropriation of them by 
the violent few and the organized 
haters. Yet another tragedy that some 
of our political leaders were unable to 
focus upon the righteous protest and 
instead bellowed about the “weak-
ness” of the response to the looting 
and arson. Of course there must be 
a response to these crimes, but that 
was not the ultimate significance of 
recent events. 

The police had a very difficult task: 
institutionalized racism, the cause of 
the incident in the first place, has to 
be rooted out. Relationships with the 
community must be vastly improved. 
Protesters have to be protected while 
exercising their constitutional right 
of assembly. Incidents of violence, 
vandalism and looting that horribly 
accompany the true protests have to 
be dealt with. Distinguishing who is 
who, forbearing to overreact while 
not failing to act appropriately act. It 
is a tightrope I cannot imagine hav-
ing to walk.

I pray with words of the psalmist 
(80:5-6): How long will you spurn 
the prayers of your people, feeding 
them tears as their bread..?

Help us, God! I pray that we find 
within ourselves the strength and the 
moral compass to right the wrongs of 
the centuries, and treat all people as 
fully human instead of disregarding 
the humanity of those groups that var-
ious societies have assigned the status 
of “other.” I pray that evil is exposed 

and tripped up, that decent people 
expressing themselves in decent ways 
will not be corrupted by the malicious 
few. I pray that the massive mobiliza-
tion of good people that was necessary 
to bring our focus where it needs to be 
does not result in those good people 
paying a price they should not have 
to pay in terms of the physical disease 
that still haunts us and does not care 
about decency and necessity.

Rabbi Bill Strongin

Ahavat Achim Jewish Congregation
New Paltz

We have a job to do
The Kingston Midtown Arts Dis-

trict (MAD) stands in solidarity and 
support of all those in the fight for so-
cial equity across our nation.

The current cycle of peaceful, yet 
angry, protest and mourning in the 
wake of the killing of George Floyd 
reminds us that we each have a job 
to do — not tomorrow, but today — 
to address systemic racial injustice. 
MAD embraces this responsibility as 
part of our mission. 

As thoughtful leaders, artists of-
ten respond to injustice with expres-
sions that help shape and illuminate 
our understanding of what is going 
on around us. In this time of national 
crisis, MAD honors and celebrates the 
diversity of artistic expression even in 
the face of ugly truths. We will con-
tinue to create opportunities to share 
the stories of all the people in our 
community, expand our art programs 
into our most under-resourced neigh-
borhoods and collaborate on projects 
with historically under-represented 
groups. Our priorities are equity and 
inclusion in all the work we do. 

The arts alone cannot solve society’s 
deep-seated problems, but artistic ex-
pression opens unforeseen pathways 
to healing and communion and en-
ables us to navigate a way forward to 
greater understanding and empathy. 
This is the work for which we stand.

Anne Bailey, Ray Curran, 

Maggie Inge, Richard Frumess, 

Liz Baker, Neville Bean, 

Noé del Cid, Nina Dawson, 

Lara Giordano, Frank Waters

Kingston Midtown Arts District
Board of Directors

Kingston

Fact versus fi ction
Fact: This letter is addressed to the 

seniors of all parties — Republican, 
Democrat, Conservative, Indepen-
dent and those without any political 
affiliation — seniors being those per-
sons 65 years and above. No one else. 

Just to recap a bit, I have repeat-
edly emphasized the threat the man 
in the Oval Office has on our benefits. 
I receive reports from the AARP, 
NCPSSM and Democratic Party on a 
regular basis, which I pass on to you 
‘oldies’ for your awareness. As men-
tioned, so many times in previous let-
ters, the GOP hates the benefit pro-
grams, Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid, and has hated them since 
their inception in 1935 and 1965.

Being age 81, I have a fear that my 
benefits are going to go the way of the 
wild goose, or they are going to be 
disemboweled. For instance, one of 
the last letters sent to this newspaper 
by yours truly brought to your atten-
tion, two facts. Let’s look at them.

Congress has been pushing for 
privatization of Social Security for 
years, always claiming that they can-
not afford it as it is a drain on the 
budget. Also, the AARP, in a letter to 
this writer, mentioned that Congress, 
in addition to this privatization, pro-
posed a 15-to-20 percent cut in all 
senior Social Security monthly ben-
efits. For example, someone drawing 
$1200 per month, 20 percent of this 
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LEGAL NOTICE
L & L Earthworx, LLC. Filed with SSNY on 

2/10/20. Office: Ulster County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent for process & shall mail copy 
to: 536 Station Rd, Shandaken, NY 12480. Pur-
pose: Any lawful.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC):  REDD SAID FRED LLC, Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on March 11, 2020. 
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 

process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: REDD SAID FRED 
LLC 68 Tinker  Street, Stop E, Woodstock, 
NY 12498. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of METROCAPITAL 
RENTAL PROPERTIES   LLC Articles of Or-
ganization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 4/15/2020. 
Office in Ulster County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to METROCAPITAL 

RENTAL PROPERTIES, LLC, c/o 479 Wash-
ington Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401. The 
purpose of the LLC is to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of BYRDCLIFFE PROP-
ERTY MANAGEMENT LLC Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 2/20/2020. Office in Ulster 
County. SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to 
SHARON C FLETCHER  c/o BYRDCLIFFE PROP-
ERTY MANAGEMENT LLC, 479 Washington Av-
enue, Kingston, NY 12401. The purpose of the 

LLC is to engage in any lawful act or activity. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of EIGHT TWENTY FIVE 
LLC, a domestic limited liability company (LLC). 
Articles of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 04/15/2020. Office 
location: Ulster County. Principal business loca-
tion: 9 Bluestone Road, Woodstock, NY 12498. 
SSNY is designed as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process served against the LLC to 
c/o the LLC, 9 Bluestone Road, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Purpose: design-oriented home goods 
retail, and any other purpose.

legal notices

is $240 less a month or $2888 per 
year gone! Now figure there are ap-
proximately 60 million seniors draw-
ing these benefits between the ages of 
65 and 95 times this $2880 per year. 
This equals an amount of $1.728 tril-
lion. That’s one trillion, 728 billion 
dollars of our money.

Opinion: If the GOP wrote this 
author a letter and stated something 
like: “Gee whiz, Bob, since so many 
people are out of work and will be for 
some time, isn’t it appropriate that 
the seniors buckle down and bite the 
bullet to assist these people? “After 
all, isn’t this the American way?” 

My answer to the GOP would be: 
bullshit! “Why just the seniors?” Let 
everyone — senators, representa-
tives, supreme court justices, as well 
as those still working — contribute 
as well also take 20 percent from the 
military, stop spending billions of 
state-of-the-art technologies, which 
will be obsolete down the road. How 
about the billionaires and million-
aires kicking in 20 percent. How 
about Amazon, which I believe pay 
no taxes at all, paying 20 percent? 
The most important rationale of all is 
the hatred the GOP has had for these 
programs down through the decades.

All these social calamities, virus 
and riots are important in their own 
right, but they obscure what is really 
going on behind the scenes. Pay at-
tention, folks, pay attention.

Robert LaPolt

New Paltz

A more honest America
I write this today to honor George 

Floyd, who was buried yesterday af-
ter being murdered by a white police-
man in Minneapolis last week. May 
his death have meaning and help 
bring healing. 

Since the Civil War and the ending 
of slavery in 1865, the deep, underly-
ing energy that has ruled the white-
black relationships in our country 
has been one of fear. Blacks, in addi-
tion to anger for how they have been 
treated, have a deep fear of white 
people with good reason. The effects 
of generations of slavery and horrible 
oppression run deep through the cells 
of all of the bodies of black folks. 

Yet the reverse is also true. White 
people have a deep fear of black peo-
ple. There is deep guilt that white 
people carry, whether they know it 
or not, because of their understand-
ing of all the bad things that white 
people have done to black people over 
the years. Every white person knows 
this on some level, and their kneejerk 
reaction is to expect all those blacks 
to be outraged and wanting to get re-
venge. 

All the thoughtful laws and all the 
well-meaning government and non-
government organizations that sup-
port programs to help America with 
this great divide surely have some 
good effects with equalizing the stan-
dard of living between whites and 
blacks. But those programs, unfor-
tunately, are still inadequate when it 
comes to shifting the deep fear that 
sits in all of us as Americans on a cel-
lular level. 

I believe a good beginning to help 
us work through this emotionally 

stuck place would be to first admit 
to ourselves how scared we are of the 
other. This society is so overwhelmed 
with fears, but we’ve been raised to 
act like we are always strong, coura-
geous and fearless. We work so hard 
to hide our fear. 

But now may be the perfect time to 
give up that pretense. It’s an old pat-
tern of behavior, and it has kept the 
chance of real and permanent healing 
next to impossible. But we may need 
to give up that old phony bluster for 
a new and more honest assessment 
of who we are today, and where we 
are going as a society. How about an 
America which is more open about 
our fears and an America which is de-
termined to talk about those fears?. 
We can do this. But let’s not forget 
that it starts with us! 

Marty Klein

Woodstock

Time for perspective
I watched aghast at what seemed 

forever, the knee chokehold on that 
poor black man. My heart cried out, 
“For God’s sake, let go!” Dismay and 
horror turned to hope as I watched 
the multitudes from every back-
ground, age, race, color march in soli-
darity against this murder and injus-
tices laid bare by this event.

Movies, books, the media helped 
me to gain awareness as I moved 
into adulthood about the injustices, 
lynchings, slavery and suffering expe-
rienced within the black community. 
The ‘why’ I even asked as a child liv-
ing in Florida viewing forced sepa-
ration, “But Mommy,” I implored,” 
they’re human like us.” All they have 
wanted has been a shared life as an 
American. Talk about a people suffer-
ing through injustices. What about 
Native Americans?

We mowed down entire villages. 
We wrapped them in smallpox-infest-
ed blankets, fed them alcohol, raped 
their women. We shot their chiefs 
in front of their people, cut them 
up, and put pieces in boiling water. 
We engaged in wholesale genocide. 
Whose life history was worse? All 
they want is their lands back taken by 
broken treaties and greed. They know 
about pain and suffering. Where was 
the media and outcry for them? 

It doesn’t end there, either. Let’s 
not forget the Jews. Millions gassed. 
Used for medical experimentation. 
Women raped. Exterminated for 
no reason but for a madman’s ide-
als. I’ve known many in my lifetime. 
Warm-hearted, good, generous peo-
ple. What about their unfathomable 
losses? Who can measure who suffers 
more?

Need I mention the thousands of 
women raped yearly in India and 
South America, here? The emotion-
al suffering through sex trafficking, 
sexual assaults, abuse. What about 
the physical, mental, sexual abuse of 
children? It doesn’t end with kids or 
women, either. Pass a senior daily? 
Ask them about pain. Where is the 
outcry? Marches for them? There are 
still others. 

Sea and air creatures with con-
doms, needles, glass, plastic, pollu-
tion in their bellies. Land animals 
murdered, tortured for a horn or two. 

They are like us. Just different shapes 
and colors. All a part of the Creator’s 
mind. They suffer losses, have fears, 
love life like we do. 

Everyone climbing mountains 
in themselves and like climbers — 
stumbling, falling, tired, exhausted at 
times. There is no pricetag for all the 
above. Fear, the root cause. No one is 
exempt. We all have a world of work 
to do. It begins in ourselves. 

Aldous Huxley, famous writer and 
philosopher, stated on his deathbed, 
“Let us be kinder to one another.” In 
a nutshell, it boils down to just that.

Joyce Benedict

Hyde Park

Justice for Iyad and for George
One week ago, Israelis and Pales-

tinians took to the streets to demand 
justice for Iyad al-Hallaq, a Palestin-
ian man with autism who was killed 
at point-blank range by police officers 
in Jerusalem’s Old City. The police lat-
er claimed he was holding a weapon: 
it was his lunch in a paper bag. 

Protestors’ signs read: “Justice for 
Iyad, Justice for George,” a reference 
to the unarmed black man killed last 
week in Minneapolis. Solidarity of 
black leaders — Malcolm X, Huey 
B. Newton, Angela Davis, June Jor-
dan and now Black Lives Matter — 
standing against the occupation of 
the Palestinian people and for their 
liberation is almost as old as Israel it-
self. Why? Because black Americans 
grasp that their support empowers 
their cause, not diminishes it. Simi-
larly, Palestinians have always seen 
parallels between their oppression 
and racism in America.

Now, thanks to Rep. Betty McCol-
lum (D-MN), we have the opportu-
nity to send Israel a message. H.R. 
2407, the “No Way to Treat a Child 
Act,” would prohibit any of our $3.8 
billion in foreign aid to Israel from 
continuing their practice of military 
detention and abuse of children. 
Supporters of this bill, including 26 
co-sponsors, believe we must take 
concrete steps to hold Israeli police 
accountable for their violations of 
Palestinian children’s rights. 

If you agree and live in Congressio-
nal District 19, please sign this open 
letter to congressperson Antonio Del-
gado: http://chng.it/vtSpBJnz6h.

Lisa Mullenneaux

West Hurley

This is your chance
As Martin Luther King. Jr. said, 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to jus-
tice everywhere.”

We are here, as Barack Obama 
has voiced, “because the uncertainty 
and hardships of the pandemic have 
been compounded by tragic remind-
ers that prejudice and inequality still 
shape so much of American life.”

In going forward, we can channel 
our justifiable anger into peaceful, 
sustained and effective action, then 
this moment in history can be a piv-
otal point in our nation’s struggle to 
achieve our highest ideals.

As Mark Twain said, “The very ink 
with which all history is written is 
merely fluid prejudice.” It’s only been 
through protests and civil disobedi-
ence that any government has paid 

attention to marginalized communi-
ties. Because of the recent sacrifice of 
young lives, the world is paying atten-
tion today.

“If you want to bring about real 
change, then the choice isn’t between 
politics and protest. We have to do 
both.” 

In the words of Antonio Delgado, 
“The power of the vote is often maxi-
mized when it can tap into the energy 
that protesters make visible.”

In any given moment we are faced 
with two choices, to step forward 
into growth or backward into safety. 
Growth and comfort do not coexist.

Gandhi begged us to “be the change 
you wish to see in the world.”

This is your chance to do just that.
Claudia Andreassen

Malden on Hudson

Our votes have never 
been so important

The endorsed Saugerties Democrat-
ic Committee members have always 
lived up to their ideals and have been 
a reassuring presence over these last 
terrifying months. They deserve your 
vote: by absentee ballot, early in per-
son, June 13-21; or on Primary Day, 
June 23. ALL VOTERS MATTER and 
our votes have never been so impor-
tant — or the moment so opportune. 

These last weeks have shone a spot-
light on America’s failings. And the 
president’s mishandling of the pro-
tests — and of the pandemic — has 
shone a spotlight on his. We must 
keep those spotlights on. Otherwise 
Trump, having divided and carved us 
up, will take us down. 

The tide is turning. Evangelists — 
even Pat Robertson — are acknowledg-
ing that holding up a Bible is not the 
same as upholding it; the D.C. arch-
bishop and other faith leaders agree, 
and for that and Trump’s general moral 
turpitude are repudiating him. Some 
Trump rally-goers and rank-and-filers 
are realizing they belong to a group — 
the have-nots — that a Trump-exac-
erbated pandemic has disproportion-
ately ravaged and that Trump himself 
continues to ravage, pushing workers 
back into meat-packing plants and 
other dangerous situations. 

Some whose pockets Trump fills 
are wondering: “What profits is a 
man to gain the whole world, yet 
lose his soul?” Grandparents are 
shuddering at the thought of leav-
ing their grandchildren’s fates in 
Trump’s hands, and those grandchil-
dren are on the march. Police officers 
are marching with them and taking a 
stand by taking a knee.  Emboldened 
by General Mattis, military officials 
are denouncing Trump for demand-
ing deployment of active-duty forces 
and brutalizing peaceful protesters in 
order to stage a photo op. 

Several incumbent GOPoliticians 
have finally voiced their long-held 
anti-Trump views. And a growing 
number of former Republican lead-
ers — Bush, Powell, Rice, etc. — are 
piling on.

Let’s pile on as well. Let’s take a 
first step by voting for the endorsed 
Saugerties Democratic Committee. 
And then let’s keep marching!

Tom Cherwin

Saugerties
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of MINDFUL BODY MEDI-

CINE, PLLC. Art/Org. filed w/SSNY on 8/30/19. 
Office loc: Ulster Cty. SSNY desig. for svc/proc 
at 90 State St #700-40, Albany, NY 12207. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  ERS Real Estate Hold-
ing, LLC

The name of the limited liability company 
(“LLC”) is ERS Real Estate Holding , LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with NYS Dept. of 
State on January 13th, 2020. The office of the 
LLC is in Ulster County.  The secretary of state 
has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. The ad-
dress to which the Secretary of State shall mail a 
copy of any process against it is 20 Kent Street, 
New City, New York, 10956.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Maneul LLC
The name of the limited liability company 

(“LLC”) is Maneul LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with NYS Dept. of State on 
2/10/2020. The office of the LLC is in Ulster 
County.  The secretary of state has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The address to which 
the Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against it is 27 Overlook Street, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10522.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Limited Liability Compa-
ny (LLC): ANULYFE ENTERPRISES, LLC Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on MARCH 26TH, 
2020. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: ANULYFE ENTER-
PRISES, LLC. 212 EAGLES NEST RD., HURLEY, 
NY 12443 Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.   
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of BIG APPLE 1 LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 

(SSNY) on 02/18/20. Office location: Ulster 
County. Princ. office of LLC: c/o Applestone 
Meat Co., 3605 Main St., Stone Ridge, NY 
12484. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to the LLC at the addr. of its 
princ. office. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

TOMMY'S COUNTRY CABIN, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 02/21/20. Office: Ulster 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, c/o 
William T. Rabbitt, 4 School House Lane, Sims-
bury, CT 06070. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification of AC CATSKILLS LLC
Appl. for Auth. filed with Secy. of State of 

NY (SSNY) on 02/24/20. Office location: Ul-
ster County. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 
02/06/20. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to c/o Corporation Ser-
vice Co. (CSC), 80 State St., Albany, NY 12207-
2543. DE addr. of LLC: c/o CSC, 251 Little Falls 
Dr., Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert. of Form. filed 
with Jeffrey W. Bullock, Secy. of State - State of 
DE, Div. of Corps., John G. Townsend Bldg., 401 
Federal St., Ste. 4, Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Farm Kitchen LLC Articles of Organi-
zation were filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York SSNY on 5/1/2020. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Farm Kitchen LLC, 136 Hommelville Rd, 
Saugerties NY 12477. Purpose: Any lawful  acts 
or activities. Latest date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Millstream Tavern LLC Articles of Or-
ganization were filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York SSNY on 5/1/2020. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Millstream Tavern LLC, 136 Hommelville 
Rd, Saugerties NY 12477. Purpose: Any lawful   
acts or activities. Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): 262 Main Street Saugerties LLC Arti-
cles of Organization were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York SSNY on 12/3/2019. Of-
fice location: Ulster County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: 262 Main Street Saugerties LLC, 
136 Hommelville Rd, Saugerties NY 12477. Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): AB&F Glenerie, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 08/01/2016. Of-
fice location: Ulster County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: AB&F Glenerie LLC, 183 Wilson 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 11211. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Hudson Star Group, LLC Articles of 
Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 4/27/2020. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy 

of process to: (First Capital Property Group LLC, 
PO Box 201, Stone Ridge, NY 12484). Purpose: 
Any lawful   acts or activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of TERRA RIDGE LLC. Art. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/25/19. Office in UlsterCounty. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC, 45 Shivertown Rd New 
Paltz, NY, 12561. Purpose: Any lawful Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of a Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): 2 Clermont Lane, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 04/29/2020. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: c/o 2 Clermont Lane, LLC, 260 Kings 
Mall Court, Suite 313, Kingston, NY 12401.  Pur-
pose: Any lawful act or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.  
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of a Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): 9 Neher St, LLC Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 04/29/2020. Office location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
c/o 9 Neher St, LLC, 260 Kings Mall Court, Suite 
313, Kingston, NY 12401.  Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.  
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Otter Hollow LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/7/20. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP, 
1133 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY 10036, 
Attn: Michael S. Arlein, Esq. Purpose: any pur-
poses permitted by applicable law.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Claudio D Marinesco Photography, 
LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on 1/2/2020. Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: Claudio 
Marinesco, 91 Palazzo Ln, Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Photography. 
LEGAL NOTICE

FA2071 LLC
NOTICE is given of the formation of FA2071 

LLC, a limited liability company, by the filing of 
Articles of Organization with the Secretary of 
State of the State of New York on February 26, 
2020. The office of the LLC is located in Ulster 
County, New York. The Secretary of State has 
been designated as agent of the company upon 
whom process may be served. The Secretary of 
State shall mail a copy of any process against 
the company served upon him to FA2071 LLC, 
137 Cooper Street, Accord, New York 12404. 
The purpose of the LLC is to engage in any lawful 
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Align Rehabilitation Services, 
LLC, Articles of Organization were filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on May 
6, 2020. Office location: 21 Highland Road, 
Ulster Park, Ulster County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Align Rehabilitation Services, 
LLC at 21 Highland Road, Ulster Park, New 
York, 12487. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of a Limited  Liabil-
ity Company (LLC). The name of the LLC 
is: Twelve Seven LLC. Articles of organiza-
tion were filed with the secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) office on 4/30/2020. The 
county in which the office is to be located: 
Ulster. The SSNY is designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The address to which the SSNY 
should mail a copy of any process against 
the LLC is: Twelve Seven LLC PO Box 985 
Newburgh, NY 12551. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity 
LEGAL NOTICE

Rack Express LLC, Arts of Org. filed with Sec. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 4/27/2020. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall mail process to 
PO Box 661, Lake Katrine, NY 12449. General 
Purpose
LEGAL NOTICE

ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION OF
Ridgeview Home Consultants LLC
Under Section 203 of the Limited Liability 

Company Law
THE UNDERSIGNED, being a natural person of 

at least eighteen (18) years of age, and acting 
as the organizer of the limited liability company 
hereby being formed under Section 203 of the 
Limited Liability Company Law of the State of 
New York certifies that:

FIRST: The name of the limited liability com-
pany is: Ridgeview Home Consultants LLC

SECOND: To engage in any lawful act or 
activity within the purposes for which limited li-
ability companies may be organized pursuant to 
Limited Liability Company Law provided that the 
limited liability company is not formed to engage 
in any act or activity requiring the consent or ap-
proval of any state official, department, board, 
agency, or other body without such consent or 
approval first being obtained.

THIRD: The county, within this state, in which 
the office of the limited liability company is to be 
located is ULSTER.

FOURTH: The Secretary of State is designat-
ed as agent of the limited liability company upon 

whom process against it may be served. The ad-
dress within or without this state to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess against the limited liability company served 
upon him or her is: Ridgeview Home Consultants 
LLC PO Box 1097 New Paltz, NY 12561

FIFTH: The limited liability company is to be 
managed by: ONE OR MORE MEMBERS.

SIXTH: The existence of the limited liability 
company shall begin upon filing of these Articles 
of Organization with the Department of State.

SEVENTH: The limited liability company shall 
have a perpetual existence.

EIGHTH: The limited liability company shall 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless all mem-
bers, managers, and former members and 
managers of the limited liability company against 
expenses (including attorney's fees, judgments, 
fines, and amounts paid in settlement) incurred in 
connection with any claims, causes of action, de-
mands, damages, liabilities of the limited liability 
company, and any pending or threatened action, 
suit, or proceeding.

Such indemnification shall be made to the 
fullest extent permitted by the laws of the State 
of New York, provided that such acts or omis-
sions which gives rise to the cause of action 
or proceedings occurred while the Member or 
Manager was in performance of his or her duties 
for the limited liability company and was not as 
a result of his or her fraud, gross negligence, 
willful misconduct or a wrongful taking. The in-
demnification provided herein shall inure to the 
benefit of successors, assigns, heirs, executors, 
and the administrators of any such person.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 20/20 Design by De-
abi, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of State (SSNY) 
5/14/20. Office location: Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 29 Kleinkill Drive, New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY

FIRST: The name of the Limited Liability 
Company is George White, LLC (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Company”)

SECOND: The Articles of Organization of the 
Company were filed with the Secretary of State 
on March 16, 2020.

THIRD: The County within the State of New 
York in which the office of the Company is lo-
cated is Greene.

FOURTH: The Secretary of State has been des-
ignated as agent upon whom process against the 
Company may be served. The post office address 
to which the Secretary of State shall mail process 
is 3111 Cobb Hill Road, Cazenovia, NY 13035.

FIFTH: The Company is organized for all law-
ful purposes, and to do any and all things neces-
sary, convenient, or incidental to that purpose.

Dated: March 17, 2020
FREEMAN HOWARD, P.C.
441 East Allen Street
P.O. Box 1328
Hudson, New York 12534

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF APPLICATION BY 

FOREIGN LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC) 
FOR AUTHORITY TO TRANSACT BUSINESS IN 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

1. The name of the LLC is EMPATHIC SOUL 
HOLDINGS LLC. 

2. Articles of Organization were filed with the 
Secretary of State of the State of Texas on Oc-
tober 7, 2019. 

3. The application of the LLC to transact busi-
ness in the State of New York was approved by 
the Secretary of State of the State of New York 
on February 5, 2020. 

4. The county within New York State in which 
the LLC is to be located is Ulster County. 

5. The LLC has designated the Secretary 
of State of the State of New York as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. The address to which a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC shall be mailed is 1611 
Missouri Street, Houston, Texas 77006.

6. The LLC may pursue any lawful activity. 
LEGAL NOTICE

THE WEST CAMPER LLC filed Art. Of Org 
with SSNY 12/16/2019. Office location: Ulster 
County, SSNY is designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of such process to P.O. Box 
91, West Camp, New York 12490. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

GALEANO ENTERPRISES LLC filed Art. Of 
Org with SSNY 02/25/2020. Office location: Ul-
ster County, SSNY is designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of such process to 455 Old 
Route 32, Saugerties, NY 12477. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Limited Liability Compa-
ny (LLC): Dyneepro Entertainment LLC, Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 05/19/2020. Of-
fice location: Ulster County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Dyneepro Entertainment LLC, 319 
Old Route 209 Rd, Hurley, NY 12443. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.   
LEGAL NOTICE

Hudson Valley Nannies LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 4/13/2020. Office: Ulster 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the LLC at: 217 
Downs St. Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose. Latest date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF VETERANS IN-

VESTING LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
1/15/2020. Office Location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent upon whom 

process against it may be served. The Post Of-
fice address to which the SSNY shall mail a copy 
of any process against the LLC served upon him 
is 57 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz, NY, 12561. 
Purpose of LLC: To engage in any and all busi-
ness activities permitted under the laws of the 
State of New York. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Verdigreen Hotels, LLC, App of Auth. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 9/18/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent upon whom pro-
cess against may be served & shall mail process 
to 72 Forest Street, Montclair, NY 07042.
LEGAL NOTICE

Vrehi Twin Gables, LLC, App of Auth. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 9/18/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent upon whom pro-
cess against may be served & shall mail process 
to 72 Forest Street, Montclair, NY 07042. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Calling All Insulation Contractors 
The Ulster County Community Action Commit-

tee, Inc., Weatherization Assistance Program, 
70 Lindsley Ave, Kingston, NY 12401 funded by 
the USDOE and NYSDHCR, is seeking insulation 
subcontractors to bid on the installation of High-
Density Blown Cellulose in residential sidewalls, 
crawlspaces, and attics. Contractors wishing to 
bid must have proof of Pollution Occurrence In-
surance. Bid packages will be mailed to you upon 
request. To receive a bid package, call Lori Petra-
male-Ozores @ (845) 338-8750 ext. 112. Clos-
ing date for bids will be 3:00 PM June 26, 2020. 

Ulster County Community Action Committee, 
Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
LEGAL NOTICE

Calling All Heating Contractors 
The Ulster County Community Action, Inc., 

Weatherization Assistance Program, 70 Lindsley 
Ave. Kingston, NY 12401, funded by the USDOE 
and NYSDHCR, is soliciting and accepting bids 
from Heating Contractors for Clean & Tunes of 
gas and oil-fired furnaces, and gas and oil-fired 
water and steam boilers for contract year 2020-
2021. In addition to clean & tune rates, an hourly 
rate for labor is requested. To request a bid 
package please call Lori Petramale-Ozores @ 
(845)338-8750 ext. 112. Closing date for bids 
will be 3:00PM on Thursday, June 25, 2020.

Ulster County Community Action Committee, 
Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
LEGAL NOTICE

William Cafiero Properties LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 12/22/2005. Office: Ul-
ster Co. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 521 
County Route 6, High Falls, NY 12440. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Vieira Trucking & Landworks, LLC
Notice of Formation of Vieira Trucking & Land-

works, LLC, a Limited Liability Company (“LLC”), 
Art. Of Org. filed with the Sec. of State of N.Y., 
on 05/29/2020; the office location of the LLC 
is 202 New Salem Road, Kingston, New York 
12401, Ulster County; the SSNY has been desig-
nated as Agent of the LLC, upon whom process 
against it may be served: the SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process to the LLC. Purpose of the 
business is to engage in any lawful activities.
LEGAL NOTICE

BCR CONTRACTING, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/25/2020. Office in 
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
600 Swartekill Rd., New Paltz, NY 12561, which 
is also the principal business location. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

EXPRESS LATINOS, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/5/2020. Office in 
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to 686 Broadway, Kingston, NY 12401, which 
is also the principal business location. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification of FAIR WARNING ART, 
LLC Appl. for Auth. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 05/26/20. Office location: Ul-
ster County. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 
05/18/20. Princ. office of LLC: 1158 Berme Rd., 
Kerhonkson, NY 12446. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the LLC at 
the princ. office of the LLC. DE addr. of LLC: 251 
Little Falls Dr., Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert. of 
Form. filed with DE Secy. of State, 401 Federal 
St., #4, Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: Art business.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of HRH Develop-
ment LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 
2/13/20 . Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Steven Morris, 675 Cooper 
Lake Road, Bearsville, NY 12409. Purpose: 
Real Estate Development
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 
LOCAL LAW

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that there has been in-
troduced before the Town Board of the Town of 
Saugerties in the County of Ulster and State of 
New York, on May 20, 2020, Local Law No. 2 of 
the year 2020, entitled, “A Local Law Adopting 
the 2020 Building Code of New York State, 2020 
Residential Code of New York State, 2020 Prop-
erty Maintenance Code of New York State, 2020 
Mechanical Code of New York State, 2020 Fire 
Code of New York State, 2020 Plumbing Code 
of New York State, 2020 Fuel Gas Code of New 
York State, and 2020 Energy Conservation Con-
struction Code of New York State”;

The proposed local law would adopt the 2020 
Building Code of New York State, regulating and 
governing the condition and maintenance of all 
property, buildings and structures in the Town 
of Saugerties; the 2020 Existing Building Code 
of New York State, regulating and governing the 
repairs, alternation, change of occupancy, addi-
tion and relocation of existing buildings, includ-
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice Is Hereby Given Pursuant to Section 4-118 of the Election Law of the State of New York that 

the following Polling Places are open Tuesday, June 23, 2020 from 6:00 AM to 9:00 PM:

Names and Addresses of the Candidates nominated are available at the Ulster County Board of Elec-
tions, 284 Wall Street, Kingston, New York 12401 or by calling 845-334-5470.

Given under the hand of the Commissioners of Election and the Seal of the County of Ulster Board of 
Elections on the 5th day of June 2020.

Thomas F. Turco, Commissioner
President

Ashley Dittus, Commissioner
Secretary

ing historic buildings in the Town of Saugerties; 
the 2020 Residential Code of New York State 
regulating and governing the construction, alter-
nation, movement, enlargement, replacement, 
repair, equipment, location, removal and demoli-
tion of one (1) and two (2) family dwelling and 
multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) in 
the Town of Saugerties; the 2020 Property Main-
tenance Code of New York State, regulating and 
governing the condition and maintenance of all 
property, buildings and structures in the Town of 
Saugerties; 2020 Fire Code of New York State, 
regulating and governing the safeguarding of life 
and property from fire and explosion hazards 
in the Town of Saugerties; the 2020 Plumbing 
Code of New York State, governing the design, 
construction, quality of materials, erection, instal-
lation, alteration, repair, location and relocation, 
replacements, addition to, use or maintenance of 
plumbing systems in the Town of Saugerties; the 
2020 Mechanical Code of New York State, regu-
lating and governing the design, construction, 
quality of materials, erection, installation, altera-
tion, repair, location, relocation, replacements, 
addition to, use or maintenance of mechanical 
systems in the Town of Saugerties; the 2020 
Fuel Gas Code of New York State, regulating and 
governing fuel gas systems and gas fired appli-
ances in the Town of Saugerties; and the 2020 
Energy Construction Conservation Code of N ew 
York State, regulating and governing energy ef-
ficient buildings and systems.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that pursu-
ant to Section 20 of the Municipal Home Rule 
Law, a public hearing will be held on the afore-
said local law before the Town Board of the 
Town of Saugerties at the Frank D. Greco Senior 
Citizens Center, Robinson Street, in the Village 
of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York, at 6:00 
p.m. on June 17, 2020.

The proposed local law has been duly filed in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Town of Saugerties, 
Town Hall, 4 High Street, Saugerties, NY, which 
proposed local law can be examined for specific 
descriptions and detailed information during reg-
ular office hours.

Any and all interested persons will be heard at 
said public hearing.

Dated: June 8, 2020 By Order of the Town 
Board of the Town of Saugerties

Lisa A. Stanley, Town Clerk
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 
LOCAL LAW

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that there has been 
introduced before the Town Board of the Town 
of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York on May 
20, 2020 Local Law No. 3 of 2020 Amending 
Chapter 232 of the Town of Saugerties Municipal 
Code “Vehicles and Traffic.”

Said proposed amendment to the Local Law, 
among other things, prohibits parking or stand-
ing of vehicles on the north side of the street 
of Shady Lane and the north side of Appletree 
Drive for a distance of four hundred feet  (400’) to 
the entrance to the Esopus Bend Preserve in the 
Town of Saugerties, and directs that “No Parking 
this Side of Street. Violators will be Towed” signs 
shall be erected as indicated in the Local Law.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that pursuant 
to Section 20 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, a 
Public Hearing will be held on the aforesaid pro-
posed Local Law before the Town Board of the 
Town of Saugerties at the Frank D. Greco Senior 
Citizens Center, Robinson Street, in the Village 
of Saugerties, New York at 6:30 p.m. on June 
17, 2020.

The proposed Local Law has been duly filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Town of Saugerties, 
Town Hall, 4 High Street, Saugerties, New York 
which proposed Local Law can be examined for 
specific descriptions and detailed information 
during regular office hours.

Any and all interested persons will be heard at 
said Public Hearing.

Dated: June 8, 2020 By Order of the Town 
Board of the Town of Saugerties

Lisa A. Stanley, Town Clerk
LEGAL NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The Town of Lloyd invites sealed bids for con-

struction of the “Town of Lloyd B Shepard High-
land Landing Park Water and Sewer Extension” 
as set forth in Contract Documents prepared by 
CPL, 64 Green Street, Hudson, NY 12534.

Separate sealed Bids completed on forms 
provided with the Contract Documents will be 
received by the Town Clerk, Town of Lloyd, 12 
Church Street, Highland, NY 12528 until 1:00 
p.m. (local time) on July 7, 2020 at which time 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud. All 
bids shall be submitted in sealed envelopes so 
marked “Town of Lloyd B Shepard Highland Land-
ing Park Water and Sewer Extension”, along with 
the associated contract (i.e. “CONTRACT NO. 19-
010GC, GENERAL CONSTRUCTION, CONTRACT 
NO. 19-010BC, BORING CONSTRUCTION”).

Bids shall be received for the following Con-
tracts:

Contract No. Title
19-010GC General Construction
19-010BC Boring Construction
The work shall be as two (2) separate Con-

tracts. Each Bidder may bid on any or all Con-
tracts. Only one Contract may be bid per set of 
Contract Documents.

The Contract Documents may be reviewed at 
and obtained from the office of the Town Clerk, 
Town of Lloyd,  12 Church Street, Highland, NY 
12528 after June 5, 2020. Pursuant to the provi-
sions of GML 102, persons desiring to take a 
copy may obtain them, subject to a deposit in 
the amount of $100.00 for each set, payable by 
check or money order made out to the Town of 
Lloyd, to guarantee their safe return, such de-
posits to be refunded or partially refunded under 
the provisions of GML 102.

Each bid shall be accompanied by an ac-
ceptable form of Bid Deposit Guarantee in the 
amount of five (5) percent of the amount of the 
Base Bid payable to the Town of Lloyd as a guar-
antee that if the Bid is accepted, the Bidder will 
complete the items bid upon in accordance with 
the specifications and under the terms of the 
contract documents.

The Bid Deposit shall be in the form of a Certi-
fied Check payable to the Town of Lloyd or Bid 
Bond.

OWNER’S RIGHTS RESERVED: The Town of 
Lloyd reserves the right to reject any or all Bids 
and to waive any formality or technicality in any 
Bid in the interest of the Town of Lloyd.

STATEMENT OF NON-COLLUSION: Bidders 
are required to execute the non-collusion bidding 
certificate attached thereto pursuant to Section 
103-d of the General Municipal Law of the State 
of New York.

Bidders are also required to comply with the 
provision of Section 291-299 of the Executive 
Law of the State of New York.

The Town of Lloyd hereby notifies all Bidders 
that it will affirmatively insure that in regard to 
any agreement entered into pursuant to this 
advertisement, minority business enterprises 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids 
in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
or national origin in consideration of an award.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS: Sealed competitive 
offers will be received, publicly opened and 
read at the Ulster County Purchasing Depart-
ment, 244 Fair Street, 3rd Floor, Kingston, NY 
12401 on Thursday, June 25, 2020 at 3:30 
PM for Auto Parts, BID #RFC-UC20-019. 
Specifications and conditions may be obtained 
at the above address or on our website at www.
co.ulster.ny.us/purchasing. 

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchasing
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed propos-
als for RFP-UC20-031 Community Distribut-
ed Generation Subscriptions will be received 
on or before Friday, July 10th, 2020 at 4:00 
PM at the Ulster County Purchasing Depart-
ment, 244 Fair Street, 3rd Floor, Kingston, NY. 
Specifications and conditions may be obtained 
at the above address or on our website at www.
co.ulster.ny.us/purchasing

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchasing
LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF LLOYD TOWN BOARD
Notice is hereby given that public hearings on 

the following requests for waivers from the Town 
of Lloyd’s moratorium on development approvals 
will be conducted remotely by the Town Board at 
7:00 p.m. on June 17, 2020:

1. Commons at Highland, Inc. (the ”Views”)
2. Villages in the Hudson Valley (the “Villages”)
These waiver requests are currently avail-

able for public review and comment. The waiver 
request for the Views and the amended waiver 
request for the Villages are both available on the 
Town of Lloyd’s website at: https://www.townofl-
loyd.com/town-board. A copy of the waiver re-
quests may also be obtained by email from: wro-
sinski@townoflloyd.com or by written request 
mailed to Town Clerk, Town of Lloyd, 12 Church 
Street, Highland, NY 12528.

Written public comments are encouraged and 
will be made part of the official public record. 
Comments should be addressed to the Town 
Board and directed to the following email ad-
dress: comments@townoflloyd.com or by mail 
to the attention of Town Clerk in the Town offices. 

The public may also participate remotely in 
the June 17th public hearings and will have the 
opportunity to provide oral public comment. You 
may obtain access information for the public 
hearings by email from: wrosinski@townoflloyd.
com or by calling the Town Clerk’s office at 845-
691-8011.

Wendy D. Rosinski
Town Clerk
June 4, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE
List of Nomination: Office of the Ulster County 

Board of Elections
TO THE VOTERS OF ULSTER COUNTY:
Notice is Hereby Given: Pursuant to the provi-

sions of Section 4-118 of the New York State 
Election Law that a Federal, State and Local 
Election will be held on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 
between the hours of 6:00 AM and 9:00 PM for 
THE FOLLOWING

PARTIES within Ulster County:
DEMOCRATIC
President of the United States
Delegates to the Democratic National Conven-

tion
Town of Saugerties - Town Justice
Town of Saugerties - Member of Ulster County 

Democratic Committee Districts:
1,2,4,6,7,8,10,12,13,14,16
REPUBLICAN
Representative in Congress, 19th District
GREEN
Town of Saugerties - Town Justice
WORKING FAMILIES
Town of Saugerties - Town Justice
LIBERTARIAN
Town of Saugerties - Town Justice
INDEPENDENCE
Town of Saugerties - Town Justice
Notice is Further Given that all other Primary 

Elections are UNCONTESTED:
N ames and addresses of the candidates 

nominated for the above stated office
are available at the Ulster County Board of 

Elections, 284 Wall St, Kingston, NY
12401 or by calling 845-334-5470.
Given under the hand of the Commissioners 

of Election and the Seal of the County of Ulster 
Board of Elections on the 5th day of June 2020.

Thomas F. Turco, Commissioner
President

Ashley Dittus, Commissioner
Secretary
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C L A S S I F I E D SC L A S S I F I E D SC L A S S I F I E D S
100 Help Wanted

CLEANING STAFF NEEDED- PART 
TIME, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Great pay for right 
person. Must love to clean. We have an awe-
some core group of dedicated staff ... come 
join us! Great working conditions and envi-
ronment. Call Karen @ 845-663-8152.

Water Maintenance Worker: The Village 
of Saugerties has a full-time opening in the 
water department. Applicants should have: 
a good knowledge of materials, practices, 
tools, and terminology required for the 
maintenance and repair of water systems 
and equipment; ability to understand and 
carry out written and oral directions, and 
make simple calculations; willingness to 
work outdoors under adverse weather con-
ditions; physical condition commensurate 
with the demands of the position; possess 
a valid NYS driver’s license. Pay is $16.00/
hr. based on qualifications.  Interested ap-
plicants should submit a resume and cover 
letter to 43 Partition St., Saugerties, NY 
12477 Attn: Mike Hopf.

120 Situations 
Wanted

Cedar Trees Wanted. Romancing the 
Woods is looking to buy live standing ce-
dar trees. Large groves of trees between 2” 
and 6” in diameter preferred. Call 845-246-
6976 for more information.

145 Adult Care

Home Care. Home Health Aide. Will do 
cooking, cleaning, doctor visits, etc. Over 25 
years experience. Compassionate, dedicated 
& reliable. Excellent references. Days & eve-
nings. Call Dee at 845-399-1816.

300 Real Estate

NICELY RENOVATED 5-BR WOOD-
STOCK COLONIAL w/rocking chair porch, 

2 car garage, den w/fireplace, garden room 
w/outside hot tub, marble bath & kitchen w/
stainless steel appliances & more. Bucolic 
garden. $595,000. Owner; 845-384-7153.

Unfurnished rental apt. on 
the Esopus River, facing 

Diamond Mills hotel 
waterfalls.

$1500/month, utilities included.  
Background check required. 

Please Call Abbie at 
845-706-5430.

350 Commercial 
Listings for Sale

Great Real Estate Opportunity. Owner re-
tired. 20 acres zoned industrial w/town sewer, 
water, 3-phase, cable, high-speed internet. 
Private w/mountain view, stream. 4 miles 
from NYS 87, exit 20, 1 mile from HITS, Sau-
gerties. 2100 sq.ft. warehouse w/office space, 
w/“executive” office space. 2700 sq.ft. of 
outbuildings. $485K w/partial owner financ-
ing available. Contact Gregg 845-399-6670.

380 Garage/
Workspace/
Storage

ASHOKAN 
STORE-IT

Ask About Our 
Long Term Storage Discount

 5x10 $40 5x15 $50 10x10 $70
 10x15 $90 10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504

1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

ULSTER PUBLISHING POLICY
It is illegal for anyone to: ...Advertise or make any statement that indicates a limitation or preference based on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, familial status, handicap (disability), age, marital status or sexual orientation. Also, please be advised that 
language that indicates preference (i.e. “working professionals,” “single or couple,” “mature...professional,” etc.) is considered to 
be discriminatory. To avoid such violations of the Fair Housing Law, it is best to describe the apartment to be rented rather than 
the person(s) the advertiser would like to attract. This prohibition against discriminatory advertising applies to single family and 
owner-occupied housing that is otherwise exempt from the Fair Housing Act.

to place an ad:
Call 334-8200. Hours: MWThF 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.

The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

$20 for 30 words; 20 cents for each additional word.

Proofread before submitting. No refunds will be given, but credit will 
be extended toward future ads if we are responsible for any error. 

Almanac’s classified ads are distributed throughout the region 
and are included in Woodstock Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties 
Times and Kingston Times. Over 15,000 copies printed.
Almanac’s classified ads also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com,  
part of our network of sites with more than 2.6 million unique  
visitors per year. 

Prepay with cash, check, Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

$72 for four weeks (30 words); $225 for 13 weeks; $425 for 26 
weeks; 800 for a year; each additional word after 30 is 20 cents per 
word per week. Future credit given for cancellations, no refunds.

classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com
classifieds.hudsonvalleyone.com/place-a-classified-ad
Our fax-machine number is 845-334-8809 (include credit card #)
322 Wall St., Kingston.
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220 Instruction

TULLIN RANCH- Horseback Riding, 
Boarding and Events. Specializing in the 
Young Horse and Rider. Tammy Bradley, 
Owner-Trainer. Tullinranch.com 1480 Rt. 
32, Saugerties. 845-481-4321 or cell: 845-
901-2993. tullinranch@gmail.com

225 Party Planning/
Catering

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A 
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET 
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly 
Rentals. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan, 
Green (pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented), 
Red & Blue Handicap Accessible. (We 
also have a few w/sinks). Great for Con-
struction/Building Sites, Sporting Events, 
Concerts, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor 
Weddings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party 
Events, etc. Call 845-658-8766, 845-417-
6461 or 845-706-7197. e-mail: TLKporta-
bles@gmail.com

260 Entertainment

TULLIN RANCH- Horseback Riding, 
Boarding and Events. Specializing in the 
Young Horse and Rider. Tammy Bradley, 
Owner-Trainer. Tullinranch.com 1480 Rt. 
32, Saugerties. 845-481-4321 or cell: 845-
901-2993. tullinranch@gmail.com

Register at my site and I will send you all the new listings that meet your needs.

The search is free. Easy enough?

Joyce Beymer 
REAL ESTATE

JoyceBeymer.com    914.388.9808
joyce@joycebeymer.com

Serving Ulster, Columbia, Greene & Dutchess Counties for over 30 years

The Wolf Team Catskills
at Keller Williams Hudson Valley North’s PICK OF THE WEEK

Tillson NY | Custom-Built Contemporary | 54 Acres $695,000

Office Direct: 
1-833-WOLF-DEN

15 Taylor St., Kingston NY 12401 subscribe  
334-8200



   31June 10, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing

430 New Paltz 
Rentals

SOUTHSIDE TERRACE APARTMENTS 
offers semester leases for FALL 2020 and 
Short-Term for the Summer! Furnished 
studios, one & two bedrooms, includes heat 
& hot water. Recreation facilities. Walking 
distance to capus and town. 845-255-7205.

NEW PALTZ GARDENS 
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts. 
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.  

3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171

New Paltz:  
Southside 
Terrace  

Apartments
Year round and other 

lease terms to suit 
your needs available!

Free use of the:  
Recreation Room, Pool, New Fitness 

Center & much more!
We are now open Saturdays 10am-2pm

SPECIAL!
Receive a $100 gift card if you 

move in no later than April 1, 2020 
with a 1-year lease

Call 845-255-7205  
for more information

470 Woodstock/West 
Hurley Rentals

LOVELY WOODSTOCK 1830’s COLO-
NIAL HOUSE, unfurnished, w/beautiful 
garden & access to Sawkill. 3-bedrooms, 
fireplaces, porch, fenced terrace, W/D, dish-
washer! Short walk to village. Showings be-
gin on June 15th for July 1st occupancy. 
1-year lease. No smoking, no dogs. $2800/
month plus utilities, security & references. 
845-706-4439 cell or 845-679-4439 or 
hera@netstep.net. Please call/text if inter-
ested.

$825/month; Newly renovated GUEST 
COTTAGE in BEARSVILLE. Large 
windows, brand new bathroom, kitchen. 
Wonderful grounds. On a private lane. 
Walking distance to Cub Market. Call 
845-417-5282.

575 Free Stuff

KIDS HOME FOR THE SUMMER? Enter-
tain them with free badminton net & rack-
ets, volleyball, basketball & pump, Estes 
rockets. Call 845-246-0155.

600 For Sale

Airstream | 1972 Sovereign
31 feet. Completely renovated with full 

kitchen and bath, custom cabinets,  beautiful 
upgrades and details. A turn-key tiny house 

for 3, deluxe guesthouse, rental. Road-worthy.

$114,000 | 845-626-4038

601 Portable Toilet 
Rentals

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766  |  845-417-6461  |  845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Weekends • Weekly  • Monthly

603 Tree Services

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz 
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood for 
Sale. (845)255-7259. Residential, Munici-
palities.

LAWLESS 
FULLY INSURED         TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING 
ALLEN LAWLESS • 845-247-2838

                  SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK          CELL.: 845-399-9659

615 Hunting/Fishing 
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese 
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. Trans-
fers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal 
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90 
Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

695 Professional 
Services

*Jessica Rice*; Beautiful Images Hair Sa-
lon, 123 Boices Lane, Kingston. Hair- 845-
383-1852; www.beautifulimageshairsalon.
com Makeup- 845-309-6860; www.jessi-
camitzi.com

700 Personal & 
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of 
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH 
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength 
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, Strong-
man, Olympic Lifting Equipped* *9000 
sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of turf. 
Group Training Sessions - Registered Dieti-
cian - Youth Programs - Personal Training. 
120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call Today 
845-853-8189.

702 Art Services

710 Organizing/
Decorating/
Refinishing

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER/HOUSE-
KEEPER. Help w/everyday problems, spe-
cial projects; clutter, paperwork, moving, 
gardening & personal assistant. Affordable. 
Fully Insured, Confidentiality Assured. Mar-
gotMolnar.com; Masters Psychology, former 
CEO, Certified Hospice Volunteer. margot-
molnar1@gmail.com (845)679-6242.

715 Cleaning Services

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845-
658-2073.

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded 

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 
or (845) 679-8932

MAID IN AMERICA. Maintenance clean-
ing of homes & offices. Weekly/every other 
week. Attentive to detail. Many years experi-
ence and excellent local references. Best to 
call between 9 a.m.-10 p.m. (845)514-2510.

717 Caretaking/Home 
Management

720 Painting/Odd 
Jobs

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A 
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen 
mounting, light hauling/delivery, clean-
outs. Second home caretaking. All small/
medium jobs considered. Versatile, trust-
worthy, creative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix 
It. 845-616-7999.

FINE HOUSE PAINTING
— 15 Years experience —

Free estimates • Reasonable rates
PABLO SHINE

845-532-6587 • pabloshine@gmail.com

Gary Buckendorf
NEED EXTERIOR PAINTING?

I want to keep Social Distance
I WORK ALONE

Many references in Catskill area and Manhattan
garybuckendorf@gmail.com

917-593-5069

QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980

•  Int. & Ext. Painting

• Power Washing

•  Sheetrock &  
Plaster Repair

• Free Estimates

Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured  •  ritaccopainting.com

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,

All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured

Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig
845-331-4966/249-8668
Visit my website: Haberwash.com

www.facebook.com/Haberwash

NYS DOT T-12467                 Incorporated 1985

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery

• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253

English Handyman, mature, friendly, ex-
perienced, reliable, educated. Painting, 
woodwork, repairs, etc. Also maintenance, 
management and pre-sale consultation. 
Quick response 917-364-2157.

HANDYALL SERVICES: *Carpentry, 
*Plumbing, *Electrical, *Painting, *Excavat-
ing & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. Trees cut. 
Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal, 
Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors 
and property managers for 20 years. One 
call, it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts. 
845-247-7365. GarysHauling.com

725 Plumbing, 
Heating, AC & 
Electric

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.

www.stoneridgeelectric.com

Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

Emergency Generators 

LICENSED         331-4227         INSURED

•  Standby Generators

•  Service Upgrades

• Emergency Service 
Available

•  LED Lighting

• Landscape Lighting

•  Wiring for Pools  
& Spas

740 Building Services

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENT-
ALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals. 
We have Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pine-
scented), pink (rose-scented), red & blue 
handicap accessible. (We also have a few w/
sinks). Great for Construction/Building 
Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Fes-
tivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Camp-
sites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call 
845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-706-
7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

From Walls to Floors,
Ceilings to Doors,

Decks, Siding,  
Additions & More

Reliable, dependable & insured
845-591-8812

tedsinteriors@gmail.com

 Ted’s Interiors & Remodeling Inc.

HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry, 
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting, 
Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small 
jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
References available. (845)616-7470.

760 Gardening/
Landscaping

Wanted; looking for persons w/Elderberry 
shrubs. Would like to take cuttings for root-
ing. Wild plants are acceptable. LM 845-
416-1095.

Paramount
Earthworks

Landscaping & Excavation
Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,

Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.

Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

William   (845) 401-6637

950 Animals

Look  who’s being cared for at Saugerties 
Animal Shelter! We have such loving adult 
cats & kittens just waiting to become part of 
your family. BELLA; a dilute tortie. She’s  
7-yrs old & is so sweet! This lovely cat girl is 
a little shy and loves to be petted. Remem-
ber: 2 kittens aren’t twice as much fun as 1 
kitten; they’re 10 times the fun! Also- They’ll 
always have each other as company. And- 
you will receive twice the love! If you’re in-
terested in adopting a kitten, this is a perfect 
time to meet the adorable, lively kittens at 
Saugerties Animal Shelter. Kitten season is 
almost all year long!! Teenage kittens are 
between 10-14 months old. That time-frame 
can vary as each kitten is an individual. 
These are the DOGS at Saugerties Animal 
Shelter. Please come meet them & see who 
could be your new love. VERA; 2-year old 
Pittie mix. She’s very sweet & only wants 
you! VERA is about 60 pounds. No other 
pets or small children, please. MOLLY: su-
per sweet, spayed, 7-year old Pittie Lab girl. 
She’s good w/larger dogs but no cats, please. 

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

W
m
h



32 June 10, 2020
Hudson Valley One| Ulster Publishing

Molly’s tail never stops wagging! LILY: 
sweet & shy, tan & white, 4-year old brindle 
Pittie mix girl who needs a quiet home. 
Since we care about everyone’s safety, espe-
cially during this health crisis, the shelter is 
open by appointment only. Appointments 
are available for Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. Please call 845-679-0339 to 
make an appointment to meet your new 
love! Saugerties Animal Shelter - 1765 NY-
212, Saugerties, NY 12477. (SAS is located 
behind the transfer station.)

960 Pet Care

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT? 
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or out-
building? Would you like to consider having 
feral cats? You can help cats in need who 
will help keep your barn, etc. free of rodents. 
The cats will be neutered/spayed and up to 
date w/shots. Please call the Woodstock 
Feral Cat Project at 347-258-2725.

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits  

for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392

LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

Check us out
on Facebook!

999 Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks re-
gardless of condition. Junk cars removed. 
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

Almanac Weekly | movie review

We have always sparred in the castle
Elisabeth Moss 
channels a cunning 
Shirley Jackson 
in Hudson Valley-
shot Shirley

by Frances Marion Platt

S
hot, thankfully, be-

fore COVID-19 all but 
shut down the Hudson 
Valley’s recent filmmak-
ing boom, Josephine 
Decker’s new movie 

Shirley has hit the small screen. It’s 
being distributed by Neon (the com-
pany that brought us Parasite) and 
will be available on Apple TV, Am-
azon, Google Play, FandangoNow, 
Vudu, DIRECTV, DISH and Hulu. I 
recommend seeing it instead by pur-
chasing tickets sold by your favorite 
local arthouse cinema, which could 
really use the money right now. Re-
gional outlets currently streaming 
Shirley include the Downing Film 
Center in Newburgh, the Movie-
house in Millerton, Time & Space, 
Ltd. in Hudson and Upstate Films in 
Rhinebeck.

And yes, I do recommend seeing 
it, for reasons that transcend the fact 
that it was shot locally. During the 
summer of 2018, the cast and crew 

spent 24 production days at Hudson 
Valley sites that included the Dela-
ware & Ulster Railroad in Arkville, 
the Mohican Trading Post in Leeds, 
the Reed General Store in Coxsackie, 
the Unification Theological Semi-
nary in Barrytown and Woodstock 
Film Studios. Most of the interiors 
were shot at the Captain Joseph Al-
len Home in the Catskill hamlet of 
Jefferson Heights. Gunks hikers will 
recognize a clifftop scene as taking 
place at Sam’s Point in Cragsmoor. 
And Vassar stands in for the campus 
of Bennington College in Vermont.

North Bennington was the real-
life home for many years to one of 
the preeminent American authors 
in the genre of psychological hor-
ror, Shirley Jackson (1916-1965). Her 
husband, literary critic Stanley Edgar 
Hyman, taught at Bennington Col-
lege, then still an all-girls school – a 
fact of which Hyman took notorious 
advantage. Based on a 2014 novel of 
the same name by Susan Scarf Mer-
rell, Shirley isn’t a straight biopic of 
Jackson by any means; for one thing, 
it acts as if the couple’s four children 
didn’t exist at all. But it uses several 
real-life events that impacted the au-
thor’s life and social circles in the mid-
to-late 1940s as launching pads for a 
cracking good cat-and-mouse tale.

One of these historical events was 
the yet-unsolved disappearance of 
a Bennington student named Paula 
Jean Welden, who set out for a day 
hike on the Long Trail and was nev-
er seen again. At the time our story 
begins, Jackson (Elisabeth Moss) is 
a hot mess, barely dragging herself 
out of bed, struggling to plot her sec-
ond novel, Hangsaman, which was 
inspired by the Welden incident. 
Into her life and home come an en-
tirely fictional younger couple, Rose 
(Odessa Young) and Fred Nemser 
(Logan Lerman). They’re newlyweds 
with a baby on the way, on account of 
which Rose has dropped out of uni-
versity. Stanley (Michael Stuhlbarg) 
has brought Fred to Vermont to be 
his teaching assistant, but he’s jealous 
of the young man’s talent and deter-
mined to thwart his obtaining tenure 
anytime soon. He demands that Rose 
take the place of the housekeepers 
and cooks who keep quitting because 

Shirley is so surly; he also starts mak-
ing passes at Rose right away, though 
she deflects them.

Besides being a philanderer who 
insisted on an open marriage that 
Jackson didn’t want, Hyman was the 
Willy to Jackson’s Colette: an over-
bearing husband who insisted, in a 
way that was still widely tolerated 
in the mid-20th century, on holding 
the pursestrings even though the au-
thor was soon making more money 
than he was. He demanded to read 
and critique her work before anyone 
else did, disapproved of her writing 
novels rather than short stories, and 
even more of her genre switch from 
wry memoir to New England Gothic. 
Partly due to her own neuroses, which 
included crippling agoraphobia, and 
partly in response to her husband’s 
controlling behavior, Jackson devel-
oped addictions to alcohol, tobacco, 
barbiturates and amphetamines, and 
became a compulsive overeater. She 
would end up dying of heart disease 
at the early age of 48.

When we meet them at the outset 
of Shirley – in 1948, soon after the 
publication of her most celebrated 
short story, “The Lottery” – Jack-
son is just beginning to push back, 
to reclaim herself. Sturla Brandth 
Grøvlen’s mostly handheld cinema-
tography renders the author as blurry 
around the edges for the first half of 
the film, bringing her gradually into 
sharper focus the more she resists 
Stanley’s attempts to suppress her 

and gets a better handle on what she 
wants to do with the Welden charac-
ter. But it’s Rose who pays the psychic 
price of this liberated energy. The two 
women quickly develop a complex 
codependent relationship, part sym-
pathetic, part vampiric.

Much of the wicked fun of this mov-
ie lies in guessing who’s manipulating 
whom, when and why. Some review-
ers have been comparing Stanley and 
Shirley to the cynical George and Mar-
tha in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
but the relationships here are rather 
more complicated than that. The four-
some, locked in a pavanne of divided 
loyalties, shared oppression, hidden 
agendas, attraction and deception, 
challenge the audience’s comfortable 
notions about protagonists and an-
tagonists in storytelling. For Shirley 
Jackson, as here depicted, sisterhood 
is powerful, but the ability to tell the 
story is the highest-priority outcome.

What makes this movie work as 
brain-teasing suspense rather than a 
domestic potboiler is the lead perfor-
mances. The rare sort of actor whose 
face can tell us a hundred vivid sto-
ries even in a scene where she has no 
lines to read, Moss in particular dem-
onstrates once again why she keeps 
racking up awards and nominations 
wherever she turns her attention. She 
may or may not represent the real 
Shirley Jackson, but she’s superb. It’s 
the Hudson Valley’s good fortune to 
have played host to this admirable 
production.

Shirley, the psychodrama, stars Elisabeth Moss and is produced by Martin Scorsese. 


