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New Paltz, Woodstock, Kingston and Saugerties police departments work on plans to
comply with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 203 for police reform ... PAGE 6

DION OGUST

Many local residents participated in the "Walk for Black Lives" march and rallies in Kingston, Saugerties, New Paltz and Woodstock last month.

THE FAL CON BY DION OGUST

PA U L M C M A H O N B Y D I O N O G U S T

THE COVID AGE: The outdoors is the new indoors at the Falcon

LET THE MUSIC SPEAK: Soft opening at The Colony

While establishments region-wide kludge what makeshift seasonal performance spaces
they can with varying amounts of flexibility, the Falcon in Marlboro is simply realizing its
destiny as an indoor/outdoor facility. PAGE 8

Neil Howard, co-owner of The Colony in Woodstock with his wife Lex, dubs the
new outdoor music events he’s been planning, “Safe Soundouts.” The back
garden is open for socially distanced food and a bit of music. PAGE 12

Community bonds: For Midtown
Kingston residents, a way to connect
As executive director of Kingston Midtown Rising, a neighborhood
organization founded in 2015 to develop and enhance the educational,
economic and housing opportunities
within the community, Frank Waters
has now introduced a service that will
enable residents of Midtown to better
F R A N K WAT E R S B Y D I O N O G U S T

connect with the area’s multiple service providers. As of July 13, 33 providers were listed on the site. PAGE 19
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Take it slow in Gardiner
The Town of Gardiner is encouraging drivers to take it slow while driving
on roads in and around Gardiner. “We
are a small, rural community,” said Marybeth Majestic, Gardiner town supervisor, “and our biggest investment is in
our local roads. The challenge we face
is helping people to understand that
local roads are different from county
and state roads.” Local roads are rarely
striped, and are designed for residents
to reach the county and state road
transportation system.
Majestic is recommending that drivers using Gardiner’s local roads drive at
a maximum of 30 miles per hour when
they have a clear and unobstructed
view. “When approaching and passing
residents and visitors on local roads,
slow to 15 miles per hour and even
slower where children and the elderly
are present,” urged Majestic. “Enjoy
your travels on Gardiner roads and,
perhaps, walk them yourselves …. Allow the journey to your local destination to be part of the experience, and
keep your eyes peeled for wildlife too.”

Man, 39, killed after
being struck by pickup
truck on Rt. 9W
On Saturday, July 11, at approximately 3:44 a.m. state police responded to a car/pedestrian accident on State
Route 9W and North Riverside Road in
the Town of Lloyd.
Investigation revealed that Leon P.
Ponder, 39, of Newburgh, was walking
southbound in the right lane on State
Route 9W when he was struck by a
2014 Toyota Tundra that was traveling
southbound. The operator of the Tundra observed an individual walking in
the middle of the lane and attempted to
avoid him. The operator subsequently
struck Ponder with the passenger side
of his vehicle.
State Police and Mobil Life arrived
on scene and life saving measures were
performed on Ponder. He was transported to Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital where he succumbed to his injuries.
State Police were assisted at the scene
by Town of Lloyd Police and Highland
Fire Department. The operator of the
vehicle was determined not to be impaired nor on their cell phone. This is
an ongoing investigation.

Online bill payment
approved in Saugerties
Village of Saugerties residents
will soon be able to pay village taxes
and water/sewer bills online, according to village treasurer Paula Kerbert.
The payment service will be provided
by EnetPay, a company that works with

Press release guidelines
Hudson Valley One welcomes
press releases from its readers. They
should be submitted by Sunday to
increase the chance that they will be
printed in the following week’s paper.
Please e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at
deb@hudsonvalletone.com.

Woodstock | crime

They're baaaa-ck!

Mailbox vandalism
is no joke

DION OGUST

A small herd of goats have returned to Glenford Dike at
Ashokan Reservoir.

A

small herd of goats have returned to Glenford Dike at Ashokan Reservoir. The goats are part
of a DEP pilot program to use rotational grazing
for the maintenance of grass, weeds and invasive
species on our water supply infrastructure, instead
of traditional mowing equipment. DEP began to
test rotational grazing in 2016 when they deployed sheep at Neversink Dam in Sullivan County and the dam at Rondout Reservoir in Ulster County to manage grassy areas.
The goats have a hillside of work ahead of them. Best to say
hello from a distance and not be tempted to pet them

M&T Bank – the village government’s
bank. Payments by credit card made
over the Internet go directly into the
village bank account. The treasurer’s
office doesn’t touch them, Kerbert said.
A credit-card processor at the village
bill payment counter will process credit
cards for in-person payment through
EnetPay.
The treasurer will continue to accept
cash or checks. Credit-card payments
will carry a small chargeto cover EnetPay's fee, meaning the village does not
pay for the service. The surcharge would
be solely for the company’s service.
Kerbert hoped that the system will be
more efficient and easier for taxpayers
to deal with. The board voted unanimously to adopt it.
— David Gordon

Saugerties mayor
praises parade
The coronavirus forced the Saugerties fire departments to hold a motorcade through the town — more than
31 miles — instead of the traditional
parade through the village. Mayor William Murphy said the event was inspiring as the crowds assembled in the various hamlets throughout the town.
“It reached people who don’t normally come to town for a Fourth of July
parade,” Murphy said. “People out in
West Camp and Saxton, those areas.”
The parade might go through an area
of open road with no one, then round
a corner and there would be a crowd
of “people with thank-you signs.” At
Grant T. Morse School there was quite
a crowd, and Glasco Main Street had
quite a crowd,”

Fire chief Chris Wade’s daughter
took a picture of the line from a hilltop. “It really gave a grasp of how long
the parade was,” Murphy said. Murphy
also expressed a hope that next year the
parade could be back to its traditional
format.
— David Gordon

Young adult book
club in Gardiner
The Gardiner Library has announced a new virtual summer young
adult book club via Zoom meetings on
Sunday, July 19 and Sunday, August
16 at 1:30 p.m. The first meeting will
cover 13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson including discussions,
games and design your own journal.
Registration is required by contacting
Carolyn Thorenz at cthorenz@rcls.org
to receive the Zoom link. The second
meeting will cover Children of Blood
and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi with discussions, games and design a decorative fan.
For more details on book clubs, including the timeline and specific titles
to be read, please visit the Calendar/
Events page at GardinerLibrary.org or
the Gardiner Library Facebook page.

Metered parking will
resume in Kingston
The City of Kingston will resume
paid meter parking on Monday, July 27.
The municipal parking lots will remain
free of charge until Columbus Day.
Many restaurants and retail stores are
opening to the public, and the need for
instituting short-term parking has re-

DION OGUST

Woodstock police are
investigating a spate of mailbox
vandalizations that occurred
overnight July 4/5, along Ohayo
Mountain and adjacent roads.
Woodstock police are investigating the damage and destruction
of around 60 mailboxes on Fourth
of July weekend.
Police chief Clayton Keefe said
the damage happened late July 4
into early July 5, mostly on Ohayo
Mountain Road, but also on Yerry
Hill Road and Glasco Turnpike.
During that time, two parked vehicles were also damaged, he said.
“Out of all those mailboxes, it
makes a heck of a noise, but we
didn’t get any calls,” he said. It was
only later, when people discovered
dented and destroyed mailboxes,
that they called.
Keefe thinks fireworks and other
activity may have drowned out the
noise.
Damage or destruction of mailboxes is a federal offense, but
Keefe said officials usually leave it
up to local police departments and
courts to handle. The vandals, if
found, will be charged with criminal mischief.
Police have made no arrests to
date. Anyone who can provide information about the damage or
security camera footage is encouraged to contact police dispatch at
(845) 679-2422.
— Nick Henderson

turned. All parking meters were bagged
and all fees were suspended on March
16.
Whoosh, the mobile parking app
used by City of Kingston meters and kiosks, will be changing over to the Flowbird app on August 1. In order to pay for
parking meters electronically, Whoosh
will be available until the changeover to
Flowbird app is complete. All customer
data such as vehicle, license plate and
payment details, will be exported from
Whoosh to Flowbird automatically. See
https://flowbirdapp.com/ for download and user instructions.
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Auctioning
the butterﬂies

Wallkill Valley Rail Trail improvement project set to begin
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A

DAVID GORDON

Karner Blue Butterfly by Barbara
Bravo, sponsored by Grist Mill
Real Estate and Joseph’s Hair
Salon.
The auction of the street art
gracing Saugerties streets is set
for September 19, according to village trustee Jeannine Mayer. The
location of the auction, which for
several years has been held at the
Saugerties Performing Arts Factory [SPAF], has yet to be determined. SPAF is currently closed.
In earlier years, the sale was
held outdoors on the lawn of the
Saugerties Historical Society. The
art works – painted butterflies –
remain on the streets for the summer, then are auctioned to raise
money for the Chamber of Commerce and a selected charity, with
a portion also going to the artist.
The base sculptures were created by artist/craftsman Gus Pedersen and decorated by local artists.
The works were sponsored by local
businesses and individuals. “We
discussed donating the proceeds
to Diaz Ambulance, Mayer said.
In another Chamber of Commerce
matter, Mayer said, the “Sunset
Concert Series” held at the Reformed Church of Saugerties will
be held instead in Tina Chorvas
Park, on the banks of the Esopus
Creek. The concert is set for August 7, starting at 6:30 p.m.
— David Gordon

New New Paltz
stop signs
New Paltz has added stop signs at
two intersections in the village.
Previously, only two stop signs existed at the intersection of Hasbrouck
Avenue and Tricor Avenue controlling
northbound and southbound traffic.
Two additional signs have been added
to control westbound and eastbound
traffic.
The second intersection is where
Southside Avenue meets Pencil Hill
Road. Previously, there were no stop
signs at this intersection. Now there are
three controlling all directions of travel.

Shoppers urged
to get tested
Ulster County health commissioner Dr. Carol Smith announced on July
10 that an employee at Mother Earth’s
Storehouse in Kingston tested positive
last week for Covid 19. Anyone who
has shopped at this Mother Earth store
from July 1 to July 5 is urged to promptly contact their primary-care physician
and seek testing, or contact the Ulster
County Covid-19 hotline at 443-8888.
“I urge anyone who has recently
shopped at Mother Earth in Kingston
to be alert and monitor their symptoms,” said Smith. “We will continue to
monitor the situation and take meas-

million-dollar
plan to improve the
northern
9.5-mile
stretch of the Wallkill
Valley rail-trail between
Cragswood
Road in New Paltz and Route 32 in the
City of Kingston has been announced.
The project is expected to improve
overall public access to a protected
section of the trail, establish additional
safety measures for residents and visitors, and reinforce the Wallkill Valley
rail-trail’s inclusion in the Empire
State Trail.
“Building on the creation of the
BRETT COLE
River-to-Ridge trail in New Paltz and
TheWallkill Valley Rail Trail in New Paltz.
the protection and restoration of the
Rosendale trestle, The Open Space
Institute is excited to continue our efforts to build of the trail path, rehabilitating three small bridges,
connections between people and land,” said Kim El- and the removal of invasive species and excess vegliman, president and CEO of OSI. “Well-maintained etation to improve drainage. The project will also
and easily accessible trails play an important role in improve safety through improved road crossing and
making communities more livable, healthy and pros- other trail signage to increase trail visibility.
The improvement work is scheduled to begin in
perous. This project is another step toward establishing Ulster County as a world-class recreational mid-July and be completed around mid-October. For
destination and sets the stage for the transformative public safety, sections of the trail may be closed during active construction on weekdays, but the entire
Empire State Trail.”
The trail improvement plan includes resurfacing trail will remain open on weekends.

ures to minimize the spread of this
disease, including completing contact
tracing to inform those who may have
been in contact with this individual.
As we see cases continue to rise across
the country, we must continue to follow critical safety precautions including wearing masks, social distancing
and washing our hands to protect the
health and safety of our community.”
The Ulster County Department of
Health has recommended the store
be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected
and is working with the New York State
Department of Health to ensure roper
protocols are being followed. Residents
can find information about their nearest testing location and both walk-in
testing sites and mobile testing sites by
visiting ulstercountyny.gov/get-tested.

SUNY Ulster
re-entry plan
Dr. Alan P. Roberts has announced
that SUNY Ulster’s reentry plan has
been approved by SUNY. SUNY Ulster
is actively engaging in the next steps
of safe re-entry to the college’s Stone
Ridge campus and Kingston Center of
SUNY Ulster.
“The health and safety of our students and community has been our
number-one focus and will continue
as the top priority,” said Dr. Roberts.
“All operations have been evaluated to
ensure a safe return for students and
staff. This includes adhering to social
distancing practices, providing effective personal protective equipment,
and ensuring that proper cleaning and
disinfecting protocols are implemented
for all facilities and operations.”
Faculty and the vice president for academic affairs and dean of faculty have
been reviewing all course sections to
determine how each will be delivered.
SUNY Ulster is offering four learning
modalities for instruction in the fall
2020 semester, which will commence
on Monday, August 24. These are: remote delivery of all course content; remote delivery of lecture content with
on-campus lab, clinical, studio; blend-

ed or hybrid courses; and fully online
courses. An updated course schedule
highlighting the fall 2020 learning modalities will be available in the coming
weeks.
On-campus learning experiences will
be limited to those courses that require
critical hands-on lab, clinical and practical components. These learning experiences will be conducted following
social distancing and reduced density
protocols with course objectives determining on-site need.
Any fall 2020 in-person instruction
will be prepared to pivot to remote
learning modalities if needed. Additionally, the college is prepared to serve
students who are required to undergo a
14-day quarantine.
“I am appreciative of the collective efforts of our faculty and staff during this
challenging time in supporting our students for their continued success,” said
Dr. Roberts.

Saugerties felony
drug charges
Members of the Ulster Regional
Gang Enforcement Narcotics Team
(URGENT) report the arrest of Jenna
L. Neglia, 26, and Luke J. Robinson,
26, both of Saugerties, following an investigation into illegal drug sales in the
towns of Saugerties and Ulster. On July
7, police executed a search warrant at a
hotel in the Town of Ulster where both
Neglia and Robinson were staying. The
search yielded over 600 “decks” of fentanyl, half an ounce of cocaine, over
120 tablets of methadone, a quantity of
heroin, marijuana, and drug-packaging
materials.
Neglia was charged with two felonies
and a misdemeanor. She was additionally wanted for an outstanding bench
warrant on an unrelated charge. Robinson was charged with one felony.
Neglia was remanded to the Ulster
County Jail in lieu of $30,000 cash bail
or $50,000 secured bond. Robinson
was released with an appearance ticket
returnable to the town court on a later
date.

Board openings
in Gardiner
The Town of Gardiner has vacancies on the Zoning Board of Appeals,
Open Space Commission and the Board
of Assessment Review. Interested parties should send their resume with a
letter of interest to Supervisor Marybeth Majestic at supervisor.tog@gmail.
com or call her at 255-9675, extension
101. Kindly respond by July 31.

Saugerties gala
is going virtual
This year marks the 23rd year of
the Boys’ and Girls’ Club of Saugerties
gala fundraiser auction. Like so many
other events, the club has had to make
the difficult decision regarding holding
a live event during the global pandemic.
The club has re-imagined its event
for this year, and from October 2-4
the auction will go virtual. Producing
an online event will enable the club to
reach an extended audience, both geographically and with an extended time
period.
The annual auction is the club’s major fundraiser of the year. Last year,
well over 150 Saugerties businesses and
individuals donated goods and services. This year’s auction will feature the
same items that have made this annual
event successful. Donors have already
committed to support the effort.
The Boys’ and Girls’ Club has been on
the forefront of youth programming in
the Saugerties community for over two
decades. The main site is located at 45
Partition Street. For additional information, call 338-8666 or email dwhalen@bgclubsulstercounty.org.

Cystic ﬁbrosis advocacy
As part of the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation’s annual Teen Advocacy
Day, Griffin Rynne from New Paltz
joined more than 200 teens from
across the country, almost half of whom
are living with Cystic Fibrosis (CF), to
participate virtually to advocate. Cystic
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Woodstock Golf Open on July 27

New Paltz | community

Pony visits nursing home

C O U R T E S Y O F E M E R S O N R E S O R T & S PA W O O D S T O C K O P E N

The 85th annual Emerson Resort & Spa Woodstock Open will
continue its run on Monday, July 27 at the Woodstock Golf
Club.

T

he 85th annual Woodstock Open will continue its run on Monday, July 27 at the Woodstock Golf
Club. This one-day golf tournament is believed to be
the longest-running tourney in the country at one
site for both professionals and amateurs. Past Woodstock Open fields have included Masters champions
Gene Sarazen and Doug Ford.
“We’re thrilled to enter into our fourth year as the premier
sponsor of the Emerson Resort & Spa Woodstock Open,” said
Emerson Resort & Spa marketing and sales director Tamara
Murray. “This historical golf tournament brings leading professional and amateur players from across the region to the Catskills.
It is a prestigious event that showcases our community as a tourism destination and never disappoints with a close and exciting
championship.”
The overall professional winner is guaranteed a $3000 payday,
and the top amateur will receive a $500 gift card. Included in
the competition is a senior division for the top 50-and-older players. Beginning this year, every overall winner will be presented an
Emerson Resort & Spa Woodstock Open champion’s robe.
Professional players and amateurs with a handicap of eight or
less can sign up by calling the Woodstock pro shop at 679-2914.
Deadline for entry is Wednesday, July 22 or the first 72 players to
sign up for either a morning or afternoon tee time. Players must
follow the tournament’s Covid 19 guidelines.

fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes progressive lung damage and makes it difficult to breathe. An
estimated 30,000 people in the United
States, and 70,000 worldwide, have CF.
This year, due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the teen advocates gathered virtually on June 24-25, marking the first
time where this many people with CF
were able to attend an advocacy event
along with their loved ones. Rynne
shared his personal experiences of how
the disease has impacted his brother
Eamonn, who has CF. The event included two days of training where teens
learned different ways to share their
personal stories and unique experiences living with cystic fibrosis.
The teens asked members of Congress to support the expansion of paid
Family and Medical Leave for those
vulnerable to the adverse effects of
Covid-19 and for their family members
during the pandemic. “I know how vital
it is that people with CF have access to
new treatments and quality care,” said
Rynne, “and I delivered this message to
our representatives in Washington.”
For information, visit CFF.org.

New Paltz town
hall opens
After appropriate precautions to
protect its staff and the public, the
New Paltz town hall at 52 Clearwater
Road is now open to the public for all
town business from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

All visitors will be required to wear
masks while in the building and maintain a six-foot distance when possible.
A doorbell system has been installed
in the foyer, and calling ahead to make
an appointment is appreciated at 2550604.

Saugerties library
petitions
Candidate petitions for the position of Saugerties Library trustee will
be available at the Saugerties Public Library beginning this Wednesday, July
15. The library is located at 91 Washington Avenue. Three five-year terms
are up for election on September 15.
These seats are currently held by Kenneth Goldberg, John Remington and
Beth Murphy
Anyone who is a resident of the Town
of Saugerties is eligible to run. Due to
the corona virus, signatures are currently not needed on the petitions. The
library does need to know who is interested in running, so just show up at the
library, pick-up a petition, fill it in, and
return it so your name can be added to
the election ballot. You must submit a
petition by August 17 to be on the September ballot.
Library trustees attend at least one
board meeting a month and serve on
one or more committees. The role of
a library trustee is to set policy for
operation of the public library and to
oversee the fiscal health of the organization. Residents who would like in-

PROVIDED

New Paltz Center resident Anthony Mezzacapo was so thrilled
to see Frost through the glass.
Since March 11 until last week, all nursing homes in New
York State have been closed to visitors due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Nursing homes, like New Paltz Center on Jansen Road in
New Paltz, have been making tablets, email and phones accessible
for their residents to be connected to their loved through Skype,
FaceTime and Zoom.
Horse therapy visits have also happened through a window of
the residents’ room or the lobby window. Frost, a seven-year-old
Shetland pony, visited the New Paltz Center on July 7 with horse
handler Linda Cole of Kasey’s Cast-a-Ways in Port Jervis.
“Our residents smiled and laughed as soon as they saw Frost
through the lobby window,” said Samantha Cerero, recreation director at New Paltz Center. “Residents Anthony Mezzacapo and
Stephen Larkin couldn’t wait for Frost to arrive, and when he did it
was incredible!”

formation about serving on the board
of trustees can contact the library director Evelyn Rogers at 246-4317 or
by email at director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

Stone by stone
in Frog Alley
The first of the state-funded
Downtown revitalization projects has
gotten under way uptown: the restoration of the Louw-Bogardus House at
Frog Alley.
The project is to stabilize the remnants of the historic Louw-Bogardus
House and create a public open space
along Frog Alley next to the ruins,
which will serve as a gateway to the
Stockade area. The Friends of Historic
Kingston will open the site to the public
after stabilizing the ruin and adding interpretive signage, paving, lighting and
park amenities.
Project updates can be found at
https://www.kingston-ny.gov/dri.

Book yard sale July
25 in Saugerties
A big book yard sale will be held
on Saturday, July 25 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Reformed Church of Saugerties. Hardcovers, paperbacks, art
books, kids’ books and more will be
available outside on the lawn of the
church. Masks and social distancing
are required.
The church is located at 173 Main
Street.

New Paltz preservation
hearing
New Paltz’s town board will hold
a public hearing on adoption of the
New Paltz Community Preservation
Plan and creation of the accompanying
fund on July 16 at 7 p.m. The town is
also considering a fund modeled on the
Hudson Valley Community Preservation Act, which enables communities to
create a dedicated fund for protection
of open space, farmland, clean water,
habitat and historic properties and features. The fund would be supported by
a local real-estate transfer tax paid by
buyers of properties in New Paltz.
The public can review the plan,
factsheets and the draft laws for the
plan and fund at https://www.townofnewpaltz.org/community-preservation-plan-task-force.
The public hearing will be held on
Zoom. An invitation to join the public
hearing electronically can be found on
the town website, on the community
preservation webpage. Alternatively,
comments can be submitted to the
town clerk at clerk@townofnewpaltz.
org and will be acknowledged at the
hearing as part of the hearing record if
submitted by 4 p.m. on July 16.

Broadway streetscape
project
Progress is being made on the
Broadway streetscape project in Kingston. According to mayor Steve Noble,
the first sidewalks were laid this past
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Artists’ virtual studio tour

Solaris boat tours return

PROVIDED

Solaris public tours will start on July 17.
MICHAEL NELSON

The Hudson River Maritime Museum has announced the return
of Solaris public tours starting this Friday, July 17. In compliance with
New York State’s reopening strategy, Solaris will operate at a third of capacity (ten guests and two crew members), and require all staff and guests
to wear protective face coverings. All surfaces will be disinfected between
each trip and those aboard the vessel will maintain strict social distancing
practices, including the sectioning off of a “crew only” area. A separate onshore restroom will be available for passengers before and after the tours.
Tour options include an ecology cruise, where guides will discuss some
of the ecology of the Hudson River and the wildlife encountered along
the way; an industrial waterfront tour, including the industrial history
of the Rondout waterfront; a dual lighthouse tour, which visits (but does
not enter) the Rondout and Esopus Meadows lighthouses; and the sunset
cruise.
Tours are available on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays in the afternoons and evenings. For information and to book a tour, call 338-0071
between noon and 5 p.m. Solaris is also available for private charters. For
information, visit www.hrmm.org/book-a-charter.

week along the southbound side of
Broadway. Once the sidewalks are complete from St. James Street to Grand
Street, trees will be planted along the
corridor. Sidewalk construction will
then begin on the northbound side of
Broadway.

Saugerties club
board changes
At its June board meeting, the Saugerties Boys and Girls Club board of
directors voted unanimously to accept
a new executive board. Outgoing president Doug Burt presented the new
executive board: Pam Gardeski, president; Sue Worthman, vice president;
Sara Maliha, secretary; and Karen
Prince, treasurer.
Gardeski, on the board for three
years, works at Astor Services for
Children and Families. Worthman, a
Saugerties resident for 46 years and
a board member for over 20 years, is
a retired IBM learning specialist now
employed by the Saugerties schools.
Maliha, a volunteer at the club for three
years, has been selling real estate at CB
Village Green Realty almost 15 years.
Prince, a native of Saugerties, has been
employed at The Reis Group Insurance
Agency for 36 years.
In addition to the new executive
board, the club welcomes Brian Fay as
its newest board member.

Hudson Valley Garlic
Festival cancelled
As a result of the current Covid-19 pandemic, the Kiwanis Club of
Saugerties has made the decision to
cancel the 2020 Hudson Valley Garlic
Festival.
“The safety of our community, the
festival’s visitors and its vendors is the

number-one priority of our club,” said
Richard Kappler, chair of the Kiwanis
Club of Saugerties. “The current trend
of raising infection rates whenever
there are large public gatherings and
the only safe way to avoid spikes being to maintain social distancing, made
planning for a safe festival in 2020 impossible for our group of volunteers.
We are heartbroken that our garlic
friends and vendors will not be able to
celebrate harvest of the stinking rose
with us this fall as they have since 1992,
but be assured that we will be back in
2021.”
The festival dates in 2021 will be October 2-3.

Congressman Maurice
D. Hinchey Catskills
Visitor Center reopens
The Catskill Center has announced that the Congressman Maurice D. Hinchey Catskills Visitor Center
(CVC) is reopening to provide tourismrelated services to the public. The CVC,
located in Mount Tremper at 5096
Route 28 is the official visitor center for
the Catskill Park and prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, welcomed thousands
of visitors annually to the region.
“It was important, in light of the increasing number of visitors to the Catskill Park, that the Catskill Center find
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The Saugerties artists’ virtual studio tour will take place July 15
through August 5.

T

he challenges presented by the coronavirus inspired organizers to reinvent this year’s Saugerties Artists’
Studio Tour. They have taken advantage of technology by
using photography, videography and the internet to create a
virtual tour. Starting July 15, videos filmed and compiled by
videographer Michael Nelson will feature visits to the studios of 22 painters, sculptors, ceramic artists, photographers, print makers, collagists, digital and mixed-media artists who want to tell their story
and show their work. A feature-length video that weaves it altogether will
be available August 5 on Facebook and the tour’s homepage. Starting on
July 15 through August 5, one video a day will be released at www.saugertiesarttour.org and on Facebook @saugertiesartour.
Participating artists in the 2020 virtual tour are: Fay Wood, sculpture;
Michael Ciccone, metal and stone sculpture; Tad Richards, drawing;
Alex Kveton, steel sculpture; Ana Bergen, photography; Kristin Barton,
painting; Tara Bach, painting; Kay Kenny, photography; Yvette Lewis,
painting and print making; Ruth Edwy, painting; Iain Machell, drawing;
Barbara Bravo, pottery and collage; Lorrie and Michael Wardell, pottery;
Ulf Loven, painting; Brian Lynch, painting and print making; Meredith
Morabito, clay sculpture; Marjorie Magid, painting; Barbara Tepper
Levy, jewelry and collage; Michael Nelson, photography; David Brown,
steel sculpture; Bill Reinhart, painting; and, Jennifer Hicks, painting.

a way to reopen the CVC in a way that
provided the public with the information that they need to recreate responsibly and that protects our staff,” said
Jeff Senterman, executive director of
the Catskill Center. “We pride ourselves
on protecting the Catskill Park and reopening the CVC was another piece in
the challenging puzzle of responding to
the COVID-19 pandemic.”
Starting immediately, Catskill Center
staff will be available at the CVC with
information, maps and all the advice
needed to plan a Catskill adventure A
walk-up service window at the building
is now open Monday through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 3p.m. Visitors who
wear a mask and follow social distancing protocols are now able to get their
Catskill questions answered in person,
receive tourism literature and make
purchases at the CVC’s gift shop. The
CVC building, including restrooms inside, are not yet open to the public.
CVC staff is also available to answer
questions about the Catskills and the
Catskill Park via email at info@catskillcenter.org or phone (845) 688-3369.
“We are excited to once again wel-

come visitors to the CVC, even if
the way that we have to do that has
changed due to COVID-19,” said Katie
Palm, the director of the CVC. “There’s
something special about being able to
have a conversation with a visitor and
truly make a difference in their visit to
the Catskills. We look forward to learning how best to leverage the resources
of the CVC through our new walk-up
service window.”
In addition to the walk-up service
window, 1.5 miles of trails on the CVC’s
grounds, including the (roughly) 0.5
mile ADA accessible Interpretive Loop
Trail, are open to the public daily. The
80-foot tall Upper Esopus Fire Tower,
which was constructed and opened last
Fall, will also be open daily to visitors.
Due to COVID-19, the cab on top of the
Fire Tower will remain closed. Visitors
are welcome to climb to the last platform below the cab and enjoy the view
from there. Picnic tables are available
on site for those who wish to enjoy a
picnic lunch.

Jenn Brosnan
Yoga
Teacher
and
Personal
Trainer

Woodstock, NY
She offers online
sessions and
will resume
in-person at her home gym.

zennjennyoga@gmail.com
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Reinventing community policing
The New Paltz,
Woodstock, Kingston
and Saugerties police
departments work on
plans to comply with
Governor Cuomo’s
Executive Order 203
by Terence P Ward

L

ong-simmering
racial
tensions erupted in an unprecedented way in the
wake of the killing of George
Floyd by Minneapolis police officers on May 25. In
New York State, the political response
included stripping away some protections granted to shield police officers’
disciplinary history as part of a broader package of reforms, and a mandate
from the governor’s office to take a deep
dive into how policing is done within
municipalities.
Executive Order 203, the New York
State Police Reform and Reinvention
Collaborative, directs leaders of local
governments “to review of current police
force deployments, strategies, policies,
procedures and practices, and develop
a plan to improve such deployments,
strategies, policies, procedures and
practices, for the purposes of addressing
the particular needs of the communities
served by such police agency and promote
community engagement to foster trust,
fairness and legitimacy, and to address
any racial bias and disproportionate
policing of communities of color.”
There are stiff consequences for ignoring the order and a lot of details in
the text. Differences among communities
are emerging. In many localities, work
on police reform which began earlier
will now unfold in the context of this
executive order.
That policing review must include
“members of the community, with
emphasis in areas with high numbers
of police and community interactions;
interested non-profit and faith-based
community groups,” as well as members
of the criminal-justice complex and
elected officials. A plan to implement
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Saugerties Police Chief Joseph Sinagra.

the community recommendations must
be presented to the public for comment
and then adopted by April 1, 2021, at
which time and the state budget director
“shall be authorized to condition receipt
of future appropriated state or federal
funds upon filing of such certification
for which such local government would
otherwise be eligible.” In short, state and
federal funding might dry up.
Not covered in the executive order
are state-level police agencies, including
the state troopers, university police and
officers of the Department of Environmental Conservation.
With approaches that vary between
lean and comprehensive, top-down and
bottom-up, local leaders so far have
been taking this gubernatorial directive
seriously and approaching it in ways fit
the unique character of each community.
It will be many months before members
of the public get to say if they think the
work produced will contribute to lasting

improvement, but the effort will ensure
that state aid isn’t cut off.

Kingston
The city’s obligations under Executive Order 203 are to be called “the
re-envision public safety task force,”
according to a statement released from
mayor Steve Noble’s office. A task force
“will review and collect new, innovative
recommendations and modernizations
and provide a concrete plan.” A call to the
city’s communications director seeking
details on how task-force members will
be selected was not returned.
It’s possible the selection process will
follow the lead of the standards Noble
signed into law July 8 calling for the
city’s police commission to be reflective
of the city’s diversity, appointed through
a transparent, inclusive and widely-publicized process. Commissioners have the
power to recommend changes to policies
and practices in the police department
and to investigate police officers whether
a complaint has been filed or not. They
are expected to “seek and participate
in a broad range of training annually,”
including in the areas of law, bias, crisis
intervention, police procedures, evidence
collection, discipline and arbitration,
among others.
The mayor acts as chair of this police
commission, and until recently the chief
of police was its secretary. Chief Egidio
Tinti was released from those duties, and
a commission member will be appointed
to replace him. Noble recently appointed
a member of a minority, acupuncturist
Minya DeJohnette, to the commission.

Woodstock
Executive Order 203 directs the
state’s budget director to “promulgate
guidance to be sent to all local governments” laying out how to implement the
directive. Woodstock town supervisor
Bill McKenna’s waiting. He’s been in
contact with other local supervisors, and
reports that “none of us has seen further

updates on that. I’d like to see that before
finalizing” plans.
McKenna said he was “mentally
formulating membership of that committee,” and expects to appoint them in
the next couple of weeks. The supervisor expect the committee to include “a
councilperson or two,” the police chief
and possibly a training officer who works
with more than one police department.
Included will be “members of the public, including someone from a religious
organization.”
McKenna said, that he was “just
looking for intelligent people who are
about our community, and want to see
it improve.” What he hasn’t done, absent
that promised guidance, is come up with
a name for the group.
McKenna, part of Woodstock town
government for 17 years, has had a
hand in hiring or promoting just about
everyone serving on the town’s police
force today. A question he asks of every
potential hire, he said, is whether they
are willing to act as social worker or
psychiatrist while on duty, if necessary.
“That’s the tone we expect,” he said.
Officers are also expected to follow
a code of conduct which passed two
or three years ago, in the supervisor’s
recollection.
Talking to people in the community,
“I came away feeling pretty lucky to live
in Woodstock. We have a pretty decent
police department.” Chief Clayton Keefe
met with organizers of the recent rally for
racial equity in policing, and McKenna
reports that it was a “good conversation
about the police,” and that “most agreed
they are lucky to live in this town.” At
the same time, “I’m a huge believer that
anything can be improved.” Improvement starts with engaging people from
all segments of the population.

Saugerties
Supervisor Fred Costello Jr. will be
convening a police reform commission
to create “a task force of community
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members who will independently solicit
community response and recommendations in August.” Anyone interested
should send a letter of interest to his office
by July 17. The task force will “reflect the
diverse backgrounds and experiences of
our Saugerties community,” according to
a press release.
Costello thinks a seven-member task
force would be ideal, and that it should
be no larger than nine. “If we make the
committee too large, it’s difficult to be
productive,” the supervisor said, “but
we have not committed to a specific size
yet.” Costello finds that his town has been
blessed with “a talented populace, willing
to step up and with the community.”
The task is complex. “This is not a
project that will be over in a month,”
Costello said. “We want to make it a
manageable size, and diverse reflection
of the community, to take a critical look
at our police department and policies
and procedures to make sure they fall
in line with expectations.”
The supervisor expects both positive
and negative feedback about the police.
A format not tied to a specific incident
will help provide officials “understand
the average perspective about the police
department,” which he considers a good
exercise. “We think we are addressing
these things, but that’s not enough,” he
said. “We want a broad view.”

Rosendale
Rosendale town supervisor Jeanne
Walsh is of a mind with Costello. “I
thought seven a good number, but a group
of concerned citizens wanted more.” It
was agreed to add two more members.
Walsh said that she’s reached out to six
and expects a seventh to be named by the
district attorney. There is a call for applications to fill the two remaining slots.
No one will be named until the August
12 town-board meeting, and as a result
the names of the individuals already
approached are not being released yet.
According to a statement released June
30, the appointments were intended to
begin at the July 8 meeting. The supervisor said the individuals she’s spoken to
include a minister, someone representing
a local nonprofit, and an organizer of the
June 27 rally in support of black lives.
Rosendale police chief Scott Schaffrick was invited to speak. He made
some remarks. Later on organizer, Maria Rigden called him back to the mic,
saying that the invitation for the chief to
participate had been conditioned on him
specifically saying “’black lives matter.”
She said she couldn’t walk away from
this event “knowing you didn’t say that.”
Shaffrick returned to the stage. The
reaction of the crowd was swift. “What
you asked me to do…,” he began, and the
jeers were swift to follow. He switched
gears to say, “All black lives matter, absolutely they do.”
As the catcalls intensified he said,
“I just said it, now if you’ll let me finish
…. We are all together members of the
human race …. All black lives matter,
absolutely. Every life matters, which is
what I was asked not to say.”
He continued to try to explain his willingness to sit down with and work with
anyone in the community. He wrapped
up with “Thank you for your time” when
it became clear his words were not being welcomed. In one picture from the
event, Rigden can be seen crying in the
background while Schaffrick delivered
his additional remarks.
“What I did not understand at the
time that I spoke was that their use
of [the] word systemic was not being
directed at every member of law enforcement, but rather at the system itself,”
the chief wrote in a statement released
June 30. “I admit that I was wrong in my
understanding, and now in hindsight I
understand why many were upset with
what I said.”
“I know some people won’t be happy,

and others are okay with it,” said Walsh.
“I think it was a heartfelt apology. I have
had many conversations with the chief,
and he expressed he is open and ready
to work with the public to help make
police reform an easy process with the
town. That’s what we’re looking for, and
he is open to doing that.”

New Paltz
Police reform in New Paltz, as in
Rosendale, is taking place in the context
of a local flare-up of tensions. In New
Paltz an on-duty officer, Robert Sisco,
filmed and posted a rap that many feel
included transphobic and even treasonous lyrics, including a declaration that
only two genders exist, and the opinion
that Hillary Clinton should be hanged for
treason, among less incendiary thoughts.
Pursuant to the current police contract,
all the police chief could do is refer the
Sisco matter to an arbitrator with a recommendation for discipline “up to and
including termination.”
The police commission in New Paltz
was actually dissolved as of 2014, and
the town board has been fulfilling the
fiscal and disciplinary duties of that
body ever since. An attempt to create a
civilian review board ran afoul of section
50(a) of the civil service law; when that
review board took a look at the case
against officer Robert Knoth last year
when he was accused of using excessive
force on Ellenville resident Paul Echols,
they were inadvertently granted access
to documents which they shouldn’t have
seen under that law, and their report was
not released at the time for that reason.
Now, the so-called “New Paltz Police
Reform and Reinvention Committee” is
going to be asked, in addition to conducting the review ordered by the governor,
to provide recommendations as to who
to seat on a reconstituted town police

commission.
Unlike the other communities surveyed, the New Paltz plan is to go large:
21 members, most of which will be self-selected by a number of stakeholder groups,
with the supervisor’s appointments
simply validating those choices. At a
meeting this week, the proposal received
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a lot of scrutiny, particularly around
defining those stakeholder groups and
articulating the charge of the committee.
The larger size is seen as necessary
to reach into those groups that are most
impacted by police interactions, with the
idea that members would break into subcommittees to make it more workable.
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In the Covid age
The outdoors is
the new indoors at
The Falcon in Marlboro
by John Burdick

F

rom its beginnings in the
loft of Tony Falco’s barn in
Marlboro, the Falcon has
paid as much fastidious attention to its physical environment as to its roster of
jazz, blues, world, rock, and experimental talent. That loft was more scared
than rustic. Paneled in dark wood reclaimed from a church and treated with
beautiful and acoustically useful area
rugs, the original Falcon, as a space,
was every bit the equal of the outsize
bookings — Brad Mehldau, Dave Liebman, John Scofield — that stunned
and delighted the Hudson Valley music
scene at the start of this millennium.
And that pairing of serious music and
heightened environment has typified
everything that Tony has done since.
Which is quite a lot. As its regular patrons know full well, something is always
afoot structurally at the second Falcon,
a large music and art, dining and drinking multiplex overlooking the dramatic
Marlboro Falls on Route 9W. Because the
venue has never charged a cover and is
driven by donations only, patrons enjoy
all-access clearance at all times to two
full-size music clubs booked nightly, each
with its own kitchen and menu. There
are two bars with differentiated offerings.
The Avalon Archives museum is embedded in the Falcon Underground. There’s
an actively curated art gallery in the main
room. Finally, especially relevant right
now is a multi-level network of decks,
patios, stairs, pathways, and something
like luxury boxes that line the lantern-lit
path down the side of the falls.
Tony Falco’s constant, visionary fiddling with his structure has come up roses
now, providing him with options unique
among local venues here in the Covid age,
where outdoors is the new indoors. While
establishments region-wide kludge what
makeshift seasonal performance spaces
they can with varying amounts of flexibility, the Falcon is simply realizing its
destiny as an indoor/outdoor facility.
So far, the Falcon has tested the
waters of its beer garden format with
a trio of July shows by some consensus
stars of the local scene: the Gold Hope
duo, featuring Lara and Matt from Lara
Hope and the Ark-Tones; the guitar-free
indie pop trio the Restless Age; and the
ageless dean of local blues interpreters
Big Joe Fitz and the A-list company of
players known as the Lo-Fi’s.
On July 19, the Falcon enters stage
two of its re-launch with a performance
by the kind of internationally recognized
jazz visionary that has always made
the difference between the Falcon and
everywhere else: Don Byron, the reed
player, composer and bandleader who
has helmed deep, intellectual and groovy
explorations of funk, gospel, klezmer,
swing, Latin, and all manner of experimental modernism.
How have the shows been so far, Tony?
Other than weather, it has been great.
Looks great, sounds great, feels safe.
After some adjustments with the stage,
we have great sight lines now. You can see
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The outside area at The Falcon in Marlboro.
it is a very natural sound and
it is kind of beautiful. I think
the true artists will play with
it. But it is just not the same. I
am not booking as much jazz,
but I am going to continue with
jazz programming.
Do you know what Don is
bringing on the 19th? He is so
unpredictable.
I know what you mean. I don’t,
but I love him. Whatever he
does is cool with me. He could
be doing gospel, funk, but it will
always have Don Byron’s feel.
He is such a cool guy and such
a great player. And he told me
he is looking forward to playing
with the waterfall.

the stage all throughout my decks. Every
seat is a good one. The upper deck has
become a balcony. It’s all outside now. I
don’t think I am ready to go inside yet.
You’ve done so much exterior work on the
Falcon over the years, even rebuilding
the outdoor elements completely after the
devastation of Hurricane Irene. It seems
like you are really reaping the benefits
of that now.
Yeah, I am feeling that it is coming to
fruition. It has always been there, but
we’re really using it now. I am psyched
for people to see what a beautiful beer
garden facility we have, by the waterfall.
The kitchens are open?
Yes, I have kind of a stripped-down
menu of sandwiches and pizza — easy to
handle and enjoy, burgers, knockwurst,
veggies burgers.
I assume you are following all the safety
guidelines rigorously.
Yes, masks are required when you are
not eating at your table. We provide
them if you don’t have one. The tables
are separated. People have their own
compartments. We’re following all the

protocols. It feels safe. Hopefully, we
can get back to the indoor venues — two
floors and the outside too, and have three
stages going — but not right now.
We’ve had three shows and a rainout
so far. We can handle a little weather.
The stage is covered, and I have tents
and umbrellas for every table. It really
came down last night during the Restless
Age show. I can’t believe how cool people
were. They stayed under umbrellas or
went inside and separated, and then we
handed out towels and everyone toweled
off their area, and we got back to it and
had a great night.
Top-line jazz talent, visionary talent, is
what the Falcon has always been built
on, and it made me smile to see that the
great, uncategorizable Don Byron is one
of your very first headliners of this new
era. It re-establishes contact with that
founding spirit of the Falcon — your
great and profound relationship with
the jazz world.
I feel the same way. I really wanted to
make sure we did some jazz. It is hard
to set jazz outside, of course. We don’t
have the acoustic piano. We have the
waterfall with its background sound, but

Your regulars acts at the Falcon
is quite a large and diverse cast
of accomplished artists. Are they coming
to you and feeling out the calendar?
Some of both. The artists are so into it.
They all want to play and get back to it. I
have been inspired to reach out to a lot
of my favorites to see if their interested
in “Music by the Falcon Waterfall:” John
Medeski, Sexmob, Cyro Baptista, Marco
Benevento, Billy Martin, Jesse Harris,
Larry Campbell, Richard Barone and
Glenn Mercer, David Torn, and many
many more. I was on a roll. We’ll see
how we do with this batch. You have any
ideas for me?
Upcoming shows at the Falcon include: Dylan Doyle Band (July 17), Fred
Zepplin (July 18), Don Byron Project
(July 19), Chris Bergson Band (July 24),
Sun Dub (July 31), Hollis Brown (August
1), Deadgrass (August 8), KJ Denhert
and the NY Unit (August 14) and The
Big Takeover (September 11).
The Falcon outdoor beer gardens
and decks are open Friday 4:00 to
9:00 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 1:00
to 9:00 p.m. Table reservations are
recommended. Call (845) 236-7970
or visit www.liveatthefalcon.com. The
Falcon is located at 1348 Route 9W in
Marlboro, NY.
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Get Tested Week
One family finds
the process more
complex than they
had anticipated
by Genia Wickwire

I

t is now Get Tested Week in
Ulster County, according to county executive Pat Ryan. From July
12 to July 19, all Ulster County
residents are eligible to get tested.
During testing a nasal swab, oral
swab or saliva sample may be used.
It turns out that it is one thing for Pat
Ryan to say everyone should get tested,
and quite another to go through the
process on a personal level.
My husband’s dad came to visit us
late last week. He had been in total social
isolation. He said he was not feeling well.
He went to get a Covid test. He does not
have results yet.
Our family has been careful, always
wearing masks and remaining distant
from others. But my husband and I felt
that since testing was “fast and free,” we
should definitely go get tested, too.
We started the morning by reading
the article in Hudson Valley One for a link
and information on how to get tested. We
then called the county hotline. We were
asked which health facility our doctor
was at. We told them we had Nuvance
and our daughter had Caremount.
They said we could schedule two
different locations in order to get our
three tests. It seemed counterintuitive
to us to be running to multiple health
facilities and to be in close contact with
several testing sites that house people
who might be contagious.
We were also given the number to
Grand Street Medical, where we are told

we could all get tested. That seemed like
the obvious choice.
We were unable to get through to
Grand Street in our first three attempts.
When we finally got through, they told
us to fill out a form on-line. Why they
couldn’t have told us that either on the
message machine or at the county number I have no idea.
We went on-line and filled out the
form and began our wait for a call back.
In the meantime I researched getting
the test at Rite Aid or CVS. Rite Aid had
no appointments for the next three days.
It also stated that the test results would
take between two and seven days longer
than the usual time, which is already two
to seven days. Were they saying it could
take 14 days to get test results?
On CVS there were no test appointments until the next day, which didn’t
seem that bad. I took the very last Kingston appointment of the day. The test
results will still take five to seven days,
according to the website. Meanwhile, I
had to schedule my husband’s test for
across the river in Red Hook because
there were no test appointments available
to Kingston.
Just to be sure that this was the fastest
way to get our results, we also began the
process of calling around to other facilities. Most had appointments available
in a few days.
We finally did get a call back from
Grand Street. They said my husband
could come in after the weekend, and
that his results would will take three
days. With my husband taking his test
Monday and me taking my test tomorrow,
we shall see who gets results back first.
To be clear, we have no symptoms.
We have worn a mask and cleaned our
hands compulsively. However, here we
are wanting to ensure we don’t have Covid
for those around us, and we won’t have
results for a week.

Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan declared July 12-19 “Get Tested Week.”
In and of itself, we find that frustrating, especially considering my husband
had a test when he went to a doctor’s
appointment two weeks ago. His test
involved a finger prick of blood and
results in ten minutes. He was also told
that all the doctors’ offices have this
capability now.
If such a test exists, why is the general
public having to wait an extremely long
time? Why is the technology so backed
up if a more efficient way exists? Speed
of diagnosis seems to be a vital part of
containing this virus.
It took us from 8:30 this morning
until 2:30 this afternoon to confirm our
tests in the next days. In the meantime,
we plan to be more careful than ever.
By the time I get my tests results, it is
possible, of course, that I could catch
the virus from another person out there
somewhere.
It seems a highly inefficient system. I
am surprised we don’t have more positive
cases with this system in place.
A postscript: I got to CVS at two
o’clock for my 2:20 test. I waited at the
drive-through for exactly 20 minutes.
A kit was passed through a window

after the technician confirmed my
appointment and identity. She walked
me through sticking a cotton swab up
each nostril for 15 seconds. The procedure was fairly quick and painless.
Slight eye watering but nothing major.
I asked how many days it would take
until the results would be available. She
confirmed the lab has been backed up,
so seven to ten days has been the norm,
but possibly sooner.
I’ve been told that the results of
the swab tests, which are quick and
relatively inexpensive to conduct, are
much less statistically reliable than the
blood-draw tests.

INDIAN RESTAURANT
Serving the ﬁnest authentic
Indian cuisine for over a decade.

TAKE OUT
Open 7 Days 4-10pm • Weekends 12-10pm
Catering Small Parties
4 Deming Street
Woodstock, New York

679-5100
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The County has proposed to construct a 180 foot tall radio transmission tower on lands
it owns at35 Quarry Street to meet its emergency communication needs. The County
has completed a coverage analysis of the Saugerties area and determined that the
proposed site can best meet its needs.
The County is acting as lead agency under the State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQRA) and is coordinating with the Town of Saugerties Planning Board and other
approving agencies regarding any impacts associated with the proposed tower. A copy
of the SEQRA Environmental Form and the Project’s viewshed map is available by
request to the Ulster County Planning Department c/o Dennis Doyle, 244 Fair Street,
PO Box 1800, Kingston, NY 12402-1800 or emailed to ddoy@co.ulster.ny.us The public
may also submit written comments to this address.
The County will, upon completion of its technical studies, schedule a public meeting
(virtual if required) to discuss the project and hear comments from the public.

Our personalized Zoom art classes nurture and develop
creativity in young children through play and discovery.
Parents participate too!
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Winds of change
Woodstocker Mary
Yelenick puts legal
savvy to work for
nuclear disarmament,
social justice
by Frances Marion Platt

S

ince the 1960s, the
Town of Woodstock has
had a reputation for being a hotbed of antiwar
activism, as a corollary to
its role as an arts colony
steeped in the counterculture. Some local promoters of nonviolence are hard
to miss – such as Gloria Waslyn and her
vibrantly colored Parrots for Peace, a
magnet for kids at practically every outdoor community gathering in the area.
Others, however, keep a lower public
profile. Among them is a retired attorney who helped craft the language for
an international agreement set to take
the United Nations’ Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to a more comprehensive level, once ratified: the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons. Her name is Mary Yelenick;
she has had a house in Woodstock since
2009, and has been living here fulltime since the COVID-19 shutdown.
Designed to address deficiencies in
the NPT, this new treaty is the first legally
binding international agreement to prohibit nuclear weapons comprehensively,
with their total elimination the ultimate
goal. It will prohibit each ratifying state
from the development, testing, production, stockpiling, stationing, transfer, use
and threat of use of nuclear weapons,
as well as assistance to those activities.
It will create a mandatory timeline for
countries that already possess nuclear
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Mary Yelenick.
capability (all of which, including the US,
boycotted the negotiations that drafted
the treaty) to eliminate their stockpiles
altogether.
TPNW was formally adopted by the
UN in July 2017 – a world peace milestone

A Warm Irish Welcome
Awaits You At

Gastropub • Dining • Events

Eclectic American Cuisine
with an Irish Twist!
 Featuring Chef Josh Paige 

NOW OPEN FOR
LIMITED INDOOR
DINING!
Or dine outdoors in our beautiful
Garden, Tent, Porch or Patio!

Reservations Strongly
Suggested
Curbside Pick-Up &
Delivery Also Available
215 Huguenot St., New Paltz

(845) 255-7888

Sun. - Thurs. 12 - 9 • Fri. & Sat. 12- 10

Best Guinness
in the USA!

DELICIOUS FRESH
PRODUCE PICKED
EVERY DAY!
Homegrown Kale, Swiss
Chard, Lettuces, Beets,
Raspberries and More!
Cider Donuts & More
at the Bakery!
Jane’s Homemade
Ice Cream!
Homegrown
Cut Flower Bouquets!
GARDEN CENTER
& GIFT SHOP

that Yelenick ruefully notes “only made
it to page 12 of The New York Times.”
Passage required 50 signatories, and 122
countries voted Aye. But in order for the
treaty to have the force of international
law behind it, more than 50 countries’
legislatures need to ratify it (much like
an amendment to the US Constitution).
“So far we have 39. Fiji just ratified it last
week,” Yelenick reports. It will be considered binding international law upon
ratifying nations, and become an ethical
yardstick for the rest that’s difficult to
flout with impunity, comparable to UN
policies against land mines, chemical
and biological weapons.
The 2017 vote earned a Nobel Peace
Prize for the International Campaign
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN),
a coalition of non-governmental organizations from 103 countries, based in
Geneva. Mary Yelenick is the main representative to ICAN for the international
Catholic peace organization Pax Christi:
one of the most active and influential
groups in the coalition, with 120 member
organizations on five continents. Pax
Christi was founded in 1945 by French
Catholics who had shielded Jews from
deportation to concentration camps by
the Vichy régime, with a goal of reconciliation between Catholics in France
and Germany. It quickly spread around
the globe. Pax Christi International has
held special consultative status with the
UN since 1979 in New York, Geneva and
Vienna, as well as with UNESCO in Paris,
and meets with the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg and institutions of the EU
in Brussels.
Yelenick came to Catholic activism at
an early age, profoundly influenced by
the progressive nuns who taught her in
school in Colorado. “Catholic sisters have
always been heroes to me,” she says. In a
way, she seemed destined for a lifetime of
involvement in peace and social justice
work. “I was born the same day as Brown
v. the Board of Education. I grew up in
the first integrated neighborhood in
Denver. When my parents were looking
for a house, they deliberately went with
the only real estate agent who had a
policy against redlining.” Representing
Colorado and Wyoming in the National
Spelling Bee in eighth grade meant an
eye-opening trip to Washington, DC
while the Poor People’s Encampment
was in progress. “I was really changed
by that. My family was staying in the
Mayflower Hotel when Bobby Kennedy
was assassinated.”
Yelenick was majoring in Political
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Science with a focus on Latin America
at the University of Colorado when a
mentor told her, “You’d make a good
lawyer.” She ended up getting her JD at
Georgetown and doing a clerkship in DC
before moving to New York City to pursue
a successful 36-year law career with a
high-profile firm, Chadbourne & Parke,
LLP, eventually becoming a partner. “It
was a very interesting practice, mainly
tort work. I did a lot of traveling,” she
recalls. Product liability was her area of
specialization, and she became an internationally recognized expert on detecting
bribery and corruption.
She retired from her law practice in
2016, by which time she was already
deeply engaged in the peace movement.
The US invasion of Iraq prompted her to
hold up signs at street demonstrations,
at one of which she met veteran Catholic
peace activists Daniel Berrigan and Liz
McAlister, the widow of Philip Berrigan
and a former nun. “Liz and I became
close friends,” she relates. Yelenick got
involved with Pax Christi of Metro New
York’s direct actions, including a demonstration at the aircraft carrier Intrepid,
where she let herself get arrested for the
first of many times. In jail, she discovered,
“These are the people I need to meet.”
Soon Yelenick was involved with Pax
Christi USA, joining the National Anti-Racism Team, where she’s still active,
frequently publishing essays on the organization’s website. Recent Black Lives
Matter actions prompted an eloquent
piece on the responsibility to acknowledge and dismantle white privilege, titled
“It’s OUR Racism” (https://paxchristiusa.org/2020/06/16/its-our-racism).
“My obligation as a white person is…
actively to engage with and challenge
other white people; it also means changing my own behavior as a white person…
being conscious of the opportunities,
relationships, access to power, presumed
competence and credibility, freedom to
live, work, speak and travel wherever and
however I choose – the ‘free passes’ that
I take for granted, and have never been
called to account for, simply because I

am white…. We may not have actively
worked to institute policies or practices
of white supremacy. But every day that
we as whites benefit from them, without
actively seeking to dismantle them, we
remain complicit in them.”
Yelenick also plays active roles in Pax
Christi International’s working groups
on Syria and the Security Council, but
her primary focus is on nuclear disarmament and what she likes to call “creative
nonviolence.” COVID-19 has put a stop
to her frequent trips to Manhattan to
negotiate at the UN, and she’s spending
more time these days tending to her
garden and her cats with her longtime
partner, Elizabeth Broad, an artist who’s
on the board of the Woodstock School
of Art. But the peace work continues
unabated via remote technology. “The
Zoom meetings make it possible to have
deeper conversations,” Yelenick says.
“The coronavirus is making us understand our shared vulnerabilities.”
She cites the heightened impacts
of the pandemic on the poor, people of
color, immigrants, refugees, made inevitable by systemic inequities (https://
paxchristiusa.org/2020/04/07/pandemic-privilege-u-s-policies-and-practices-condemn-our-sisters-and-brothersto-death-by-coronavirus). “It’s a terrible
time, but a tremendous opportunity.
It’s forcing us to examine the question,
‘What is security?’ The world we built
was really shaky.”
Yelenick is enthusiastic about encouraging people who “want to be doing
something” about making the new normal, post-COVID, better for everybody
than the old normal. “There are a lot of
interesting things happening,” she says,
citing such examples as the revival of
the Poor People’s Campaign, founded
during the Civil Rights era of the 1960s,
whose New York State chapter now
organizes regular bus trips to Albany
to lobby the State Legislature. “It’s the
most interracial group you’ll ever see.”
On the issue of nuclear disarmament,
there’s also a new iteration of the Ribbon Project, which in 1985 encircled
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the Pentagon with a ribbon of panels
depicting “things that we would miss
if there was a nuclear war.”
Ready to grapple with your white
privilege? She recommends, as a jumping-off point, reading Robin DiAngelo’s
book White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard
for White People to Talk About and Peggy McIntosh’s essay “White Privilege:
Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack.” The
Pax Christi website hosts a blog in which
peace activists share personal experiences, furnishing plenty of ideas for ways to
take a stand on the local level (https://

paxchristipeacestories.com). Writing
your elected representatives to sponsor
ratification of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons is a simple
step that anyone can take. “A big issue
coming up is that we’ve got to make sure
they don’t suppress the vote,” Yelenick
reminds us as well, looking forward to
November.
“We have to be brave. You have to take
a chance, get out of your comfort zone,”
she urges. “Fear can transform you into
doing something you would never have
done at any other time.”
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Let the music speak
The Colony in
Woodstock opens
its back garden for
socially distanced
food and a bit of music
By Paul Smart

W

oodstock’s Colony on Rock City
Road is softly reopening as a rethought
entity,
taking care to quietly walk forward where few musical
venues have previously trod.
The venerable structure — built in
1929 as a hotel with ballroom for guests
headed to the luxurious Overlook Hotel on
the edge of the Catskills high above town
– has opened up a new back garden for
socially-distanced food and a bit of music.
The Colony has started a series of
streaming concert events online, including the latest in a month-long series of
events featuring Waxahatchee playing its
string of albums, along with Andy Shauf
doing a one-hour all-request show from
his home in Toronto.
Most of the acts lined up before the
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pandemic have been rescheduled. The
Colony hopes to expand into the autumn.
“We shut it down on March 12,” said
Neil Howard, co-owner of The Colony
with his wife Lex. “We had had a big
weekend, and the state hadn’t announced

TLK

SERVING ULSTER &
ALL SURROUNDING
COUNTIES
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Soft opening at The Colony.
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Call to Order 845-679-7969
Catskillmountainpizza.com
51 Mill Hill Rd • Woodstock
Love Pizza? Like us

its quarantine actions yet, but it seemed
like things were getting scary. We did the
right thing.”
For a short while, the venue tried
doing takeout, but then decided to close
operations entirely for the safety and
protection of staff and patrons.
“This is not the end,” said Howard.
“This first chapter in our story of The
Colony has been wildly enjoyable and
inspiring and exhausting and so many
other things. We want to thank every
single artist and band and music fan
who has come out to support live music
for the last three years. We will return
stronger than ever with Chapter Twp
and will continue to welcome, appreciate,
and above all entertain our customers.”
Howard isn’t looking forward to trying to make things work with audiences
limited to a quarter, even half capacity. He
and talent coordinator Mike Campbell
decided that it would be best to simply
wipe the slate clean and offer refunds
where needed, rebook acts for the coming
year, and do what could be done online.
There had been thought about doing
drive-in concerts, but the ethics and logistics of serving alcohol for such events
didn’t make sense. Enter The Colony’s

back garden, as well as the moving of the
weekly Woodstock farmers’ market to the
parking lot next to the historic venue.
“We produced a virtual concert with
Tom Pacheco so his tradition of playing
Memorial Day could continue. It did
well, and just about broke even,” Howard
added. “We decided that The Colony’s
main room wouldn’t be our focus for
now, except for private events.”
Howard spoke about intimate concerts for 30 to 50 people which would
feel ample in The Colony space, which
rises several floors with balconies. The
music played for those attending such
private events, or stopping by The Colony’s back garden five nights a week, will
likely be acoustic, with an emphasis on
singer-songwriters. :
“It’s all kind of wait-and-see for now.
I’m in no hurry to put us at the end of
any spear thrusting into the unknown,”
he added. He spoke about changes in the
music industry, Large venues and the
style of music designed to fill them will
face problems moving forward. A more
intimate form of musical expression
seems ripe for the times.
“It’s a time of re-invention. It’s about
being reinvigorated,” Neil Howard said.
“You have to keep some kind of positivity
going. It’s worldwide. Creativity is my
think space. It feels right to be repositioning, reprioritizing.”
Howard dubs the new outdoor
music events he’s been planning, “Safe
Soundouts.”

Jessica Rice

Beautiful Images Hair Salon
123 Boices Lane, Kingston, NY 12401
Makeup: 845-309-6860
www.jessicamitzi.com

Hair: 845-383-1852
www.beautifulimageshairsalon.com
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The Colony’s soft opening featured a set by Paul McMahon.

“We’re playing with the idea of
low-power FM transmitters. We don’t
want a whole crowd of people, so our
soft opening is going to be really slow
and really soft.”
As Howard wrote when closing, three
and a half months ago, “Live music is
not going away. Please write and sing
and play and perform in your homes,
in the woods, in your hearts and in your
souls. Live music can be, should be, and
is everywhere. Please keep making music

…. See you on the other side.”
For information on The Colony’s
reopening over the coming months, and
now, visit its website at colonywoodstock.
com or on Facebook.
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Saugerties | community

Not a hit with all
HITS is complying with
health requirements,
Mayor says
by David Gordon

C

oncern over reopening HITS [Horse Shows
in the Sun] as restrictions based on the coronavirus are relaxed, has
Village of Saugerties resident Tracy Puertas worried because
the venue “has a lot of people coming
in from states whose residents must
quarantine themselves for 14 days, yet
they seem to be shopping, buying food
at restaurants and generally mingling
with village residents. “They’ve been
seen in town, they’ve been seen shopping,” said village resident Tracy Puertas. “They’ve been in town, probably for
a week or two, so obviously they are not
quarantining. I want to know how the
board is going to address that.”
At the meeting of the village board
on July 6, mayor William Murphy said
HITS was under the town’s jurisdiction.
The village has no control over it. “Fred
[town supervisor Costello] and I have
had many calls with the health department, and they are on it,” said Murphy.
“They are inspecting it.”
Not all the people who appear to be
from out of state are not necessarily so.
“Some people have homes in multiple
places, and they may register their
trailers in Florida, but not live there.”
He explained that the county health department was monitoring everybody that
comes into HITS, asking where they are
coming from and to show identification.
They’re also taking temperatures, “and if
they can’t prove they’ve been quarantined
for 14 days prior to being here, they’re
not allowed to enter.”
Murphy said he understood Puertas’s
concern, but “you have to trust that the
people in charge will follow the guidelines, and if not, that’s what the county
health department is for.”
Murphy pointed out that governor
Andrew Cuomo has set up an 800 number for people to report violations. When
they responded to calls about local bars,
regulators made sure they were now
following the policy. “There’s a learning
curve for everybody,” Murphy said. “We’re
all trying our best, but to single out HITS,
I don’t have the bandwidth to do that.”
Murphy said HITS owner Tom Struzzieri “was fanatic about it [taking precautions against the virus]. He wouldn’t
even talk to me without a mask on.”
Trustee Terry Parisian supported
Struzzieri’s actions. “As a governing
body, USDA [United States Department
of Agriculture] has strict protocols on
quarantine for spectators and entrants
in his shows, so when Tom found that
the governor had quarantined certain
states, you have to pre-register your name
prior to an event,” said Parisian. “Tom
had a list of all the participants, and he
personally called every one that was from
the quarantined states and told them to
go to Chicago [where he has a track] and
other areas. Struzzieri did everything by
the book, and as we said, he has been very
cautious about the safety of the riders
and the people who come. There are a
lot of things going on behind the scenes
that people don’t understand.”

Murphy said that keeping up with
the regulations was difficult. As the
virus progresses, the regulations keep
changing. Despite the difficulties, “I
think our community and our county
has done a tremendous job.” He asserted
that Ulster County has done very well
at controlling the virus, compared to
neighboring counties.
The mayor cited Ulster County’s
meals program for needy residents – over
100,000 meals distributed. Struzzieri
offered hundreds of meals at no cost,
although the county was offering restaurants payment for food.
Puertas said she would agree with
Murphy, but with mixed information.
“They were open, they were shut down,
so it would probably have been easier if
a mailing had gone out or something,

DION OGUST

HITS in Saugerties.
because the information was mixed,”
she said.
Murphy reiterated that the difficulty
is that the information keeps changing.
At times, the information changes
between the time the county issues an

Saugerties | crime

Double dose
DNA results confirm that a Saugerties
woman took her own life after killing
her husband on March 29
by Christina Coulter

S

augerties police released the identity of a
murder victim and his
killer on July 9 after
waiting months to verify
the details of his killing

through DNA analysis. The puncture-ridden body of Randall Keith
Adels, 58, was spotted by a Saugerties
police officer peering through the
window of the man’s estranged wife’s
home at 1976 Old Kings Highway at
approximately 2 a.m. on the evening
of March 29.
Officers arrived at the property in an

information memo and the time it is received and read. With all the rumors and
changing information, “I don’t begrudge
anyone having a concern, but if there is
a problem, it will be quickly addressed
and fixed,” said Murphy.
attempt to notify relatives that Town of
Ulster police had discovered that Deborah Adels, 62, had committed suicide
by jumping off the Kingston-Rhinecliff
Bridge earlier that day. After the analysis
of DNA evidence, the nature of which
was not released until recently, police
concluded that Deborah Adels had killed
her husband before taking her own life.
“It just seems like this was an estranged relationship, and this is unfortunately how it ended,” said Saugerties
police chief Joseph Sinagra. In the initial
March 30 press release announcing the
discovery of the body, Sinagra assured
residents that the incident was “isolated”
and posed no danger to public safety.”
Fearing for his safety, Randall Keith
Adels, who lived separately in Saugerties
on Fountainview Avenue, allegedly requested a police escort to the Old Kings
Highway property in March 2019 to
retrieve his belongings left in the home
after the couple’s separation.
The pair is survived, said Sinagra, by
their adult children.

Saugerties | village board

Beating the red light
Saugerties Village
Board considers
speed indicator sign
on Ulster Avenue
by David Gordon

U

“

lster Avenue is like
a racetrack,” Kayla Nadal said at the regular Saugerties Village
Board meeting on July
6. “From 10 a.m. to
7 p.m. people, especially the younger generation, attempt to beat the red
light. Sitting on the front porch and
watching what is happening, and being
a volunteer firefighter, I think someone
is going to get seriously hurt or killed.
And the amount of people walking on
Ulster Avenue — what can be done before somebody really does get hurt?”

Mayor William Murphy said the best
thing would be to get a sign similar to the
one on Washington Avenue, which tells
drivers how fast they are going as they
approach it. “We had a temporary one up
last year, and it did seem to slow things
down.” Murphy has been in contact with
Ulster County to try to get a similar sign
to be permanently installed on Ulster
Avenue as well.
Murphy said the other alternative is
strict enforcement. While he does not have
the authority to reduce the speed limit on
a state road to 25, “I don’t think five miles
an hour on a state road makes a difference
as opposed to residential streets.”
Saugerties Police Chief Joseph
Sinagra said the department does enforce
traffic laws on Ulster Avenue. The sign
that was installed temporarily records
the speed of traffic in both directions,
“and that data shows that the last time
we had the sign up on Ulster Avenue
people were compliant,” Sinagra said.
“The times we found the anomalies at
high speeds, we were able to correlate

that with emergency vehicles, such as
EMT and ambulance, fire vehicles, police
vehicles responding to emergencies.”
Police did not find a lot of non-emergency traffic that was going faster than
the speed limit, Sinagra said. “We’ll see
what the results are on Elm Street and
Market Street; that’s where the sign will
be moved to next, and we’ll make a determination as to how we can handle it.”
Sinagra said an enforcement detail
including state troopers, deputy sheriffs
and Saugerties police officers would
“saturate the village” for the remainder
of the week [week of July 5].”
Sinagra said he observed traffic one
evening in the previous week and he
wrote out six tickets, for people running
a stop sign; all but one to Saugerties
residents.
Murphy said he has spoken to the
county, and they have two of the signs
that tell drivers how fast they are going. “I
hope I can grab one. They were supposed
to give two to each town and we only got
one at the time.”
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New Paltz | police

Unity in diversity
New Paltz police
reform plan
underwhelming
to activists
by Terence P Ward

A

t the second New Paltz virtual town hall on
policing on Thursday,
July 9, most of the attention was focused on the
police reform and reinvention collaborative, the New Paltz
response to a gubernatorial directive
to conduct a comprehensive review of
police practices.
Supervisor Neil Bettez was bracing for
the same level of interest as the June 18
town hall garnered, when the video-conference platform drew the maximum of
100 attendees for most of the roughly
two-hour session. That didn’t happen.
Instead, fewer than 20, including elected
officials and board members willing to
engage in dialog rather than just listening, called in.
The model collaborative drafted by
deputy supervisor Dan Torres calls for 21
members representing a number of community stakeholder groups. A handful of
the seats are specified in the governor’s
executive order, and the rest will be
self-selected within those groups. Torres has suggested that members should
include members of the town and village
boards, a school board member, someone
from the youth center or in community
education, a member of a group such as
the Racial Equity Coalition or the Concerned Parents of New Paltz, members
of the student and faculty bodies on the
SUNY campus, a religious leader, the
police chief or lieutenant, member of a

local activist group such as U-ACT or
Resisterhood, residents of Meadowbrook
and Woodland Pond, representatives
of the Tavern Owners Association and
the Hudson Valley LGBTQ Center, a
designee of the district attorney and
another of the public defender, and a
member of the village’s landlord-tenant
relations council. A common theme in

the feedback was that the mix of groups
proposed may not yield the diverse mix
those few persons in attendance desired.

Beyond the usual suspects?
“Rather than approach the collaborative as a simple checklist,” said Daniel
Schniedewind, this process “should
instead be to insure that those New

Paltz residents that are most impacted
by policing and are therefore best positioned to address what is not working,
make up the collaborative to a degree
which is proportionate to their level of
interaction with the police.” This would
“center people of color,” by Schniedewind’s estimation.
Tom Jeliffe felt that the mission of

Paul C. Donahue, Jr.
Paul C. Donahue, Jr. (68) San Leandro, CA. Paul passed away at his home
on June 29, 2020 following a year-long battle with cancer. Paul was born
on January 22, 1952 in Newburgh, NY. He was the son of Paul C. and Rita
(Murphy) Donahue. Paul was the eldest of eight children in a proud Irish
Catholic family. He was a role model and caretaker of his younger siblings
at their home in New Paltz, NY. At New Paltz High School, he was a
scholar athlete and a student leader. He played football and served as class
president for two years. He was highly respected by faculty and students.
Growing up, Paul was a voracious reader of politics, history, westerns,
mysteries and baseball. He also coached his brothers little league teams.
Paul graduated from Villanova University and Fordham University School
of Law. He practiced law in Poughkeepsie, NY. In 1983, Paul joined his
cousin and best friend in California. He worked in title law throughout
Alameda County where he settled down to raise a family. Paul was devoted to being a hard worker and provider. He was a Vice-President Underwriter of Title Insurance at First American Title Company for 25 years.
Though Paul was a quiet man, he was known to be kind, noble, and intelligent. He was always willing to ‘lend a mind’ and offered great insight when he spoke. Paul will be remembered for his kind heart, love of family, strong work ethic, and his astute
mind that was always ready for debate. He enjoyed bonding with his children over sports and sitting in the yard with his radio
and a good book.
Paul is survived by his mother, Rita Donahue; his wife, Mitzi; his children, Tony, Jenny, Mariana, and Christopher; and his
granddaughter, Isabella. He is also survived by his siblings, Marie Anderson, Joan (Ralph) Scandariato, Pat (Mike) DiMattia,
Ann Donahue, Phil (Debra) Donahue, Liz (Steve) Rosner, and Tom (Megan) Donahue. Many aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and
nephews also survive. In addition to his grandparents and aunts and uncles, he was predeceased by his father, Paul Donahue;
cousins, Peter Donahue and Nancy Murphy Verville; and a niece, Murphy Rosner.
A memorial service will be held at Chapel of the Chimes in Hayward, CA on July 17, 2020 from 6-8pm. An interment service
will take place in Gardiner, NY at a later date.
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color, with an emphasis on those doing
anti-racism work rather than nice people
who don’t understand what racism is.
Torres noted that the focus of this coalition, partially laid out in the governor’s
order, could be expanded or modified by
the members. “This is not perfect by any
means,” the deputy supervisor agreed,
and he invited anyone with a better
model to suggest it. He was amenable
to making the coalition’s charge more
explicitly about racism.
A member of an activist group like
U-ACT is being sought because, according to Bettez, that participation can tap
into wider networks and thus speak for
populations not always represented in
public discourse.
That Woodland Pond has a high
number of police calls was the reason

this group should be centered on race, to
keep it in the spirit of the executive order.
“Maybe you don’t want to accuse the police or undermine the chief,” he said, “but
that is not your call.” He pointed to the
four areas of focus proposed as evidence;
looking at systemic racism is one of the
four, but Jeliffe thinks it underpins all
else. He also echoed the call for more
black members in particular, rather than
“the usual suspects.”
Laid out in the mission is a mandate
“to develop a collaborative problem-solving platform for policy and legislative
changes . . . related to evidence-based
policing strategies,” said resident Tanya
Marquette. The proposal “completely
whitewashes the intent of this mandate.
“To be successful, she said, this coalition
should be at least 60 percent people of

Steve Heller’s
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should be given voice.

for its inclusion as a stakeholder group.
The police respond to calls whenever the
rescue squad is needed. Schniedewind
noted that residents of the facility may
not be representative of senior citizens,
vis-à-vis the nature of their interactions
with police.
Marquette was more blunt, saying
that residents of Woodland Pond “is not
part of that demographic at all. Those
types of groups should not be sitting at
this table.” All told, Marquette would like
to “toss the list” and start with a public
forum to determine which demographics

Where are the numbers?
Schniedewind praised the fact that
this group will be given the “widest possible scope” for its inquiry, particularly in
respect to the police budget. A member
of a group called New Paltz United for a
Responsible Budget, he advocates for
redirecting law-enforcement funds to
programs as varied as child care and
environmental protection. .
Another member of that group,
Harper Keenn, laid out demands to cut

CLEAR SKIN!
Botox. Lowest area prices!
Permanent Laser Hair
Removal. Guaranteed!
UltraSlim Body Sculpting.
Painless Fat Removal!
Skin Growths and Age Spots
Removed Easily!

Essence MediSpa
Laser Dermatology Center
845.691.3773
EssenceMediSpa.com

the police budget by 25 percent for two
successive years. He wanted to redirect
that money to other services, including
a new rapid-response team trained in
de-escalation and not carrying firearms,
or even called “police.” Keenn echoed a
call for the detailed police budget to be
released.

‘To be successful, this coalition
should be at least 60 percent
people of color, with an emphasis
on those doing anti-racism work
rather than nice people who
don’t understand what racism is.’
Bettez confirmed that something will
be made public in response to a freedom
of information request made on behalf of
a local newspaper. He wasn’t clear how
much information about the request
itself he could release at that time. In response to the request, budget documents
are being reviewed to redact personal
information, he said, and the result would
likely be posted online after review by
the town attorney for compliance with
state laws.
Torres said the suggested process
“goes above and beyond” asking for recommendations on appointments. The
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accessibility throughout. Our nurses and 24 hour certified staff respectfully encourage
residents to age in a place they’ll enjoy calling home.Traditional, Memory Support, Respite
and Enhanced programs available. For more information, or to schedule a tour please call
845-246-4646 or E-mail director@Ivylodgeassistedliving.com
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coalition will be specifically asked for
recommendations on how to reform the
police commission, which was dissolved
as of 2014, as well as who to name to it.
A woman only identified by one
name, Juna, cautioned against assuming
that more training for police officers
or commissioners will resolve issues of
systemic racism. It hasn’t
done so yet,
she said. Margaret Human
suggested
that whatever
emerges must
be embraced
by the entire
community
for anything
to be accomplished.
The prior
town hall on
policing resulted in many questions
and no answers other than a promise to
respond in writing. Those answers have
been slow to arrive at, as board members
can only talk in pairs about town business
and they are looking for consensus in the
answers posted. The first set has been
published on the coalition’s web page,
with a promise of more to come.
A message from that town hall is that
not everyone with stories to share wants
to talk to elected officials or police officers directly. Different ways of reaching
out are being tried, including a series of
informal chats with the police chief on
the third Thursday of the month, with
location and time to vary. This coming
Thursday, July 16 it will be at 9 a.m. in
the Peace Park.
Once it’s up and running, the coalition
is expected to conduct meetings in public, and also to organize additional ways
to connect with different community
members on these issues.
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Kingston | community

A way to connect
Frank Waters builds
communication
around Kingston
Midtown Rising
Connect
by Lynn Woods

E

ver since Frank Waters
arrived in Kingston from
New York City eight years
ago with his wife and two
children, he’s been helping
transform the city’s cultural scene and cement its community
bonds. He launched MyKingstonKids,
which organized and created events,
play activities, a radio station and even
an apparel line for local youths. He was
a co-founder of Harambee, which hosted the city’s first African American Festival and helped save and will manage
the African Burial Ground, a cemetery
dating back to the 1600s located in a
back yard on Pine Street. He ramped up
Black History Month into a rich series of
events ranging, in 2019, from a historic walk retracing the path of Sojourner
Truth to expanding home ownership.
That was just a beginning.
As executive director of Kingston Midtown Rising, a neighborhood organization
founded in 2015 to develop and enhance
the educational, economic and housing
opportunities within the community,
Waters has now introduced a service that
will enable residents of Midtown to better
connect with the area’s multiple service
providers. Midtown residents register
for free on the Kingston Midtown Rising
Connect website or call in by phone to
learn of the various offerings, many of
them free, posted by businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and municipalities.
The service launched on July 1. As of
July 13, 33 providers were listed on the
site. Waters expects that number to reach
100 by the end of the year.
“A lot of the organizations I have a
relationship with are dying to connect
with the Midtown community, but they
haven’t been able to navigate how to reach
these people,” Waters said. Connecting is
integral to the mission of Kingston Midtown Rising, which is improving people’s
lives “by using the asset-based community
development strategy, which is providing
resources from within the area.”
Not all the providers are located in
Kingston — the common denominator
is that they provide service to Midtown.
Among the more unusual participants
are Horses for Change, which offers riding lessons at a farm in Esopus; Seed Song
Farm, located along the Esopus Creek in
the nearby Town of Ulster; and Circle
Creative Collective, a nonprofit whose
members teach a variety of traditional
African crafts. Many of the services listed
on Kingston Midtown Rising Connect
will be discounted or free, and it is the
responsibility of the provider to list and
update the service, event, or product.
The goal is for Connect to eventually
reach 60 to 70 percent of Midtown’s
households, Waters said.
Since only 35 percent of those households are connected to the Internet,
according to comments made by Waters
in a webinar on the new service held on
June 23, an important component of the
sign-up process is specifying the partic-

DION OGUST

Frank Waters.
ipant’s preferred method of contact, be
it by phone call, text, email, Facebook
or Instagram post, mail or picking up
information at a neighborhood location.
(People without Internet service who call
the Kingston Midtown Rising number,
219-5400, ext. 2, can leave a message and
get a call back to sign up.) They can also
choose how they would prefer to receive
the information — through reading or
through an audio or video recording.
“Communication is key,” Waters said.
So is the connection to city hall,
which will include updates on municipal
information, changes and events. In the
webinar, Waters said people who sign
up for the Connect network will get an
award for referring others to the service.
Given that the easiest way to engage
with Connect is through the Internet,
isn’t that a compelling argument for
city-wide free Internet service? The
cost of Internet service is not the only
impediment, Waters noted. “Some people are older and not tech-savvy or not
interested,” he said.
On August 1, Kingston Midtown
Rising will launch a marketing campaign
that will publicize Connect through
social-media posts, video podcasts,
radio announcements, banners, flyers,
posters, and direct mailings to the estimated 6600 Midtown households. The
initiative is being funded from the NoVo
Foundation as well as grants from the
federal government connected to the
2020 census and from the North Star
Fund, a non-profit social-justice organization. Kingston Midtown Rising is
also accepting donations on its website.
Waters is a compelling testament
to the power of connecting, given his
success at transforming Black History
Month into an invigorating series of forums on many facets of Black identity
and history as well as practical semi-

nars designed to empower individuals.
How does he do it?
“The secret is to treat everybody the
same and speak from your heart,” he said,
noting he came to Kingston with 30 years’
experience as an organizer, activist and
entrepreneur in New York City. “Don’t
be afraid to talk to everybody and have
no judgment. Everyone has something
to contribute.”
Although that sounds simple, it’s
an attitude that many find difficult to
express. He credits his upbringing and
specifically the example of his father,
who, despite growing up in the South
Bronx under very difficult circumstances, taught him how to organize. ”I was
able to make it because I was taught to
look at what you want in life, not just
your present circumstances, and take a
chance,” Waters explained.
Te decision to leave the city, where he’d
had a variety of businesses, was initially
made by his wife Shaniqua. “We had a
15-year-old son and a newborn daughter”
— the couple have since had a third child
— “and my wife wanted more trees and to
be around nicer people,” he said. “It took
us three year of being here.” They moved to
the Lace Mill, the Rupco-owned complex
providing subsidized housing for artists.
Besides his work at Kingston Midtown Rising and Harambee, Waters also
serves on the board of the Midtown Arts
District and on several committees civic
and cultural committees.
Waters is also overseeing the yearlong conversion of the former Clinton
Avenue United Methodist Church to
The Liberty Center, which will serve as
Kingston Midtown Rising’s headquarters. There’ll be workforce training and
community events and services, he said.
A basketball court and other sports facilities and spaces will be created there.
As a working father himself, he can
speak to the challenges faced by families

in Kingston and in Midtown particular
during the pandemic. “We have a population with limited access to affordable
healthcare,” he noted. He and his wife are
fortunate in that both have been able to
work from home, unlike some families
who have children at home and no jobs,
he noted. Services such as Project Resilience, Family of Kingston, and People’s
Place have played a huge role in ensuring
everyone in the city has enough to eat
and a roof over their head, Waters said.
Is Connect limited to residents of
Midtown? Waters said no one would
be denied registering, and he expected
there to be a need among residents of
the Rondout Gardens public housing
complex as well as in Ponckhockie —
though the focus will continue to be on
Midtown. “We’re keeping our ear to the
street and lending a hand where we can,”
he said. “We’re looking at ways to create
a better life experience.”
To register on Kingston Midtown Rising
Connect, visit kingstonmidtownrising.
org or call 219-5400, ext. 2, and leave
a message.
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Semblance of a ceremony
The Kingston High
School in-person
graduation ceremony
has been significantly
reined in due to
concerns of spreading
the virus in a crowded
Dietz Stadium
by Crispin Kott

T

he Kingston High
School Class of 2020 will
hold an in-person graduation ceremony at Dietz
Stadium this weekend,
though it will actually consist of ten different ceremonies
spread over two days. Superintendent
Paul Padalino said the series of staggered ceremonies based on a graduate’s
last name, was as close as the KCSD
could get to a familiar commencement
in the middle of a pandemic.
“Our first idea was to do ten [ceremo-

nies] in one day, but we thought that will
be like a drive-through at McDonalds,” he
said. “We want to be able to give them at
least some traditional graduation experience, like hearing from the valedictorian
and salutatorian, and hearing from the
class president. We wanted to make a
little bit longer, and we’re still looking at
something like a 45-minute ceremony. But
we also need time between to clean everything, make sure the bathrooms get clean,
allow for the arrival of the next group. So
we figured we would just go over two days.”
Commencement will be held on Friday and Saturday, July 17-18, with five
ceremonies over each day. Students and
up to two parents or guardians will be
seated in what the superintendent called
ten-foot pods on the field, and will come
up to the stage when called. Professional
photographs will be taken, and though
graduates already received their diplomas they will be handed a certificate in
an effort to retain some semblance of
normalcy in an annual rite of passage
that is anything but.
Padalino said Kingston’s plans were
influenced by a drive-in ceremony last
month by Horace Greeley High School in
Chappaqua, which reportedly preceded
a cluster of Covid 19 positive findings.
“That concerned us and we focused on

putting in that extra time and breaking it
up into two days to help us avoid a large
group in one place for any long period
of time,” he said. “And even then we’re
still wearing masks, we’re still social
distancing.”
No one will be seated in the bleachers
during the ceremonies, and each group
will clear out and the venue effectively
reset before the next group arrives.
“This was the best that we could come
up with, and hopefully students will have
a good experience,” Padalino said. “And
they will certainly have something to
remember all their lives, that’s for sure.”
The superintendent said that 411 of
the 436 members of the KHS Class of
2020 were planning to participate in
the Dietz Stadium ceremony. Each group
will hear abridged versions of speeches
by KHS principal Vince DeCicco, valedictorian Stephen Dong, salutatorian
Kashan Mahmood and others.
“They’ve all committed to being there
for both days, which is above and beyond,”
Padalino said. “I thought that we would
rotate them, but they all wanted to do it.”
The first alphabetically determined
ceremony will begin at 9 a.m. on Friday,
July 17, covering graduates Ackerman
through Boice. The day will proceed at
10:30 a.m. with graduates Boler through

Kingston | government

Attorney general asked to investigate
Kingston mayor and his wife
by Terence P. Ward

F

our members of the
Kingston Common Council, including its leaders, are
calling for an independent
investigation of Kingston
Mayor Steven Noble and his

wife, Julie Noble, by attorney general
Letitia James. The allegations are not
detailed in the request, which was sent
to Hudson Valley One at 5:39 p.m. on
Friday, July 10.
The signers on the document are Andrea Shaut, council president; majority
leader Reynolds Scott-Childress; and
aldermen Jeffrey Ventura-Morell and

Rita Worthington. They claim to have
gotten reports from “multiple sources”
regarding “potentially inappropriate
and perhaps even illegal behavior” by the
Nobles in the course of official business.
As members of the city’s ethics board are
all named by the mayor, they are turning
to the state’s highest crime-fighter for
help. As they explain, an investigation
through the attorney general’s office
“is the ideal pathway to learn if in fact
violations of our ethics code or the law
have occurred. And if no wrongdoing is
found through an investigation, it is best
to staunch the flow of rumors in order
for our government to move forward
to best serve our constituents and our
community.”
While being “deeply saddened” by
need for the request, the council members are calling for this independent
investigation “in the strongest tradition
of the principle and practice of separation
of powers.”
In response to a request for addi-

Coddington; at noon with Coffey through
Dyer; at 1:30 p.m. with Ector through
Gregory; and finish at 3 p.m. with Groppuso through Katz.
On Saturday, July 18, the day will
begin at 9 a.m. with Kearney through
Martinez; continue at 10:30 a.m. with
Mayo through Palmer; move to noon with
Parker through Sanchez; continue at 1:30
p.m. with Schmidt through Thompson;
and conclude at 3 p.m. with Townsend
through Zuniga.
To ensure a smooth and safe transition between groups, graduates and their
guests are asked to arrive shortly before
their ceremony.
While there had been hope last month
of holding a single in-person ceremony
at Dietz, Padalino said it became clear
over the past few weeks that a uniquely
complex version composed of smaller
ceremonies was necessary. The superintendent added that he hopes it will be
a special weekend for the Class of 2020.
“They missed out on so many other
things,” Padalino said. “All the rites of
spring that most seniors have, they
didn’t get to have. The least we can do
is to try to give them some semblance of
a graduation ceremony.”
For information, visit: https://www.
kingstoncityschools.org/Page/4114

tional information, ward 1 alderman
Ventura-Morell advised that an attorney
working for the New York Conference
of Mayors recommended asking the
attorney general to open an investigation, and not to discuss the details of
what’s essentially a personnel matter in
public. This was after “being approached
by several credible sources” about the
unnamed concerns. Other members of
the common council have been apprised
of the situation, Ventura-Morell advised.
This is not the first time this year the
attorney general has been asked to look
into governmental issues in Kingston.
In February, corporation counsel asked
for “special attention and scrutiny” to
be given to Mayor Noble’s plan to consolidate the city departments of Parks
and Recreation into the Department of
Public Works. The plan called for a new
deputy supervisor position to be created,
and Ms. Noble, who works in the parks
department as the city’s environmental
education and sustainability coordinator,
was to be named provisionally to that job,
which carried a raise of $22,882. The
mayor removed her name from consideration following criticism and in April,
a motion to move ahead with the merger
proposal died without receiving a second.
A request for information made to the
attorney general’s office was acknowledged
and referred to someone familiar with the
subject, but no additional information has
been provided as of this printing.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

From Trumpster
to dumpster
On June 17, president Donald
Trump organized a public gathering to
honor the Prevents task force for its efforts and to appreciate it for its findings
after one year of work. The PREVENTS
task force (President’s Roadmap to
Empower Veterans and End the National Tragedy of Suicide), was formed
on March 5, 2019 to find new creative
ideas to help reduce the veteran suicide
rate in our country. I sincerely hope
the new ideas of the task force turn out
to be very successful. Nothing would
please me more, since the vet suicide
rate has been an ongoing tragedy for
years now.
But my issue is not with the task force.
It is with the unbelievable hypocrisy of
Mr. Trump. The gathering by Trump was
set up to appeal to the religious right by
having a veteran talk about how Jesus
Christ saved his life after an unsuccessful
suicide attempt. Then, in closing, Robert
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Wilkie, the Secretary of Veteran Affairs,
also brought up Jesus Christ in his final
words. Once again, it came off as another
staged performance for Trump’s base.
But I think Trump forgot one
minor detail. That there are many
religious-right enthusiasts who are no
longer turning away from the truth about
Donald Trump. They are well-aware and
disgusted with the devious Russian plan
to pay big money to Taliban fighters who
kill American soldiers. And the same
Christian right is also well aware that
the president had that exact information
in February, but did absolutely nothing
about it.
In fact, he had six, count them, six
private phone calls with Vladimir Puten
during the spring months. I wonder what
they could have talked about. Don’t you?
And when the newspapers broke
the news about the diabolical Russian
scheme last week, people across the
country were outraged. But Trump still
hasn’t said a word about it. The president
of our United States not saying a word
about it to at least let our active military
believe he cares about them. Nothing!
Hard to believe. And now, after further
investigation, it appears that a number
of Taliban fighters were actually paid
money after a few of our soldiers were
killed. That makes me furious.
So, Mr. Trump, go on believing that
the good people of the religious right
will still support you no matter what
you do or don’t do. Go on believing that
they will vote for you in November even
though you have clearly betrayed and
abandoned our troops. It appears to me
that your number is up. On November 3
I look forward to saying, “Good riddance
to bad rubbish.”
Marty Klein
Woodstock

Voices of people of
color must be heard!
The New York State Governor has
asked New York communities to “address any racial bias and disproportionate policing of communities of color” as
a key element of his Executive Order
203 which tasks local governments,
together with police and community
representatives, to re-imagine police
departments to address the “particular
needs of communities served.”
In New Paltz, that was kicked off by
three meetings of the town board and
selection — by the town board — of community groups to prepare the governor’s
mandated plan. These include up to 22
stakeholders that that are predominately
white and have no demonstrable experience with anti-racism work. To the
contrary, there is only one stakeholder
seat planned for people of color and that
is to be shared by two different groups!?
The New Paltz Town Board dissolved
the Civilian Review Committee and has
assumed that role as well. They dissolved
this committee when it found against a
police officer accused of brutality of a
young black man.
No meaningful community input can
be orchestrated, controlled and defined
solely by a town board with non-diverse
groups selected to guarantee the board’s
control of the outcome.
The New Paltz Town Board’s proposal
of predominantly white and privileged
stakeholder groups is tone deaf and
demonstrates a failure to deal with tasks
outlined by Executive Order 203 — not
a competent beginning.

Letter guidelines:
Hudson Valley One welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should normally be
fewer than 500 words and must be submitted by noon on Monday. Longer letters will
only be published with the specific prior permission and at the complete discretion
of the editor.
Please email your letters to deb@hudsonvalleyone.com.
Hudson Valley One’s policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible.
All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number.
Although Hudson Valley One does not specifically limit the number of letters a reader
can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspondents
may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices

Building trust in New Paltz — be
it with the town board or the police —
must start with the inclusion of at least
ten groups which are not on the town
board’s hand-picked list. These are, but
are not limited to: Black Lives Matter of
New Paltz, Black Lives Matter — SUNY
New Paltz, Sisters of Sojourner Truth,
Black Student Union — SUNY New
Paltz, Latino Student Union — SUNY
New Paltz, Faculty of Color Network,
New Paltz Spanish-Speaking Immigrant
Group, Racial Equity Initiative Advisory
Committee of the New Paltz Board of Education (REIAC), Equity Allies and Youth
for Unity — New Paltz High School.
The understanding and experiences
of the above-named group members provide a unique perspective on policing as
they are most affected by any racial bias.
Voices of people of color must be
heard.
The failure of the town board to
recuse itself and appoint an interim
independent police commission clearly
bespeaks their intent to dictate to citizens
rather than to listen and serve the whole
community.
We are making these facts known
publicly because private communications with the New Paltz Town Board
have been pushed aside. This is not the
coordination and rebuilding of trust
mandated by the New York governor.
No meaningful change around the
complex and difficult issues of policing
can be negotiated in New Paltz without
the inclusion of real stakeholders of color
in the community, an independent police
commission, and a town board that is
appropriately responsive.
Edgar Rodriguez
on behalf of
Concerned Parents of New Paltz
New Paltz

Public hearing continues in
Saugerties for a cell tower
The Town of Saugerties Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a
CONTINUED Public Hearing at 7 p.m.
on August 3 for the purpose of discussing and getting public input on an
application by Tarpon Towers II, LLC
and Cell-co Partnership D/B/A Verizon
Wireless to install a 120-foot tall cell
tower and related antennae at the Mt.
Marion Fire House on Kings Highway.
The August 3 meeting will be held remotely. Login information will be provided
on the Town of Saugerties website. If you
prefer to call in to the hearing, that number
will also be provided. Written comments
will be also be included in the record and
may be sent by July 24 to the ZBA at Town
Hall, 4 High Street, Saugerties, NY 12477
or by email by July 29 to kfreeman@saugertiesny.gov.
The ZBA is required to determine whether the zoning law applies to projects located
on the lands of a governmental entity, in this
case the ﬁre department. The ZBA must

consider the “balance of interests” between
the town and the ﬁre department in accord
with factors established by the New York
State Court of Appeals in the case of Matter
of Monroe vs. City of Rochester, 72 N.Y. 2d
338. The ZBA will also consider the appropriateness of use and area variances should
it be determined that the proposed action is
subject to the zoning law. We will post on
the ZBA website the nine factors set forth
in the Monroe case that will be discussed
during the August 3 meeting.
Jeanne Goldberg, Chair
Patti Kelly, Vice-Chair
Saugerties Zoning Board of Appeals

Open mouth, insert foot
At a previous Woodstock town
board meeting there was a discussion
among the board members about how
an individual can submit an application
to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).
During the discussion, board member Laura Ricci said that an applicant
could apply directly to the ZBA. [Town
supervisor Bill] McKenna, responding
in what appeared to be a condescending manner, replied, “Laura, you were
on the planning board and should have
known the only way an applicant can
get to the ZBA is a referral from the
planning board or the zoning enforcement officer (ZEO).”
Bill, first, a supervisor should never
discredit anyone at a town-board meeting. Second, you were on the ZBA and
should have known that an applicant may
apply directly to the ZBA without having
to get a referral from the zoning enforcement officer or the planning board.
Howard Harris
Woodstock

Reject the pipeline
Plan B
The 600-mile Atlantic Coast pipeline, which would have crossed the
Appalachian Trail, has been cancelled.
With that and the Williams pipeline’s
demise, maybe we’re getting the message across. But hear us, governor Cuomo, we’re not letting up.
With its Williams pipeline rejected,
corporate utility National Grid is still
planning to sneak more climate-destroying fracked gas into New York via
Williams “Plan B:” upgraded compressor stations, more liquefied natural gas
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facilities and speeded up improvements
to the existing Iroquois pipeline.
Governor Cuomo and the Public
Service Commission must reject these
plans for new fracked gas infrastructure.
We need to transition to renewable
resources and away from fossil fuels
without delay. Instead of using gas for
heating, hot water and cooking, as we
mostly do now, electrify these services
statewide with efficient technologies like
induction stoves and heat pumps that
will plug into New York’s increasingly
renewable electric grid.
Governor Cuomo must not fall for
increasing the supply of fracked gas, by
any method. He must reject National
Grid’s proposal and prohibit any new
infrastructure to deliver fossil fuels.
The future is clean, renewably-sourced
electricity. Stopping Plan B is one step
toward that goal.
Richard K. Lieberman
High Falls

Rebutting antiSemitic views
Like Trump, Fred Nagel and Jane
Toby (in their separate letters to the editor) count on the power of repetition to
bend reality to their anti-Semitic views
of Israel and its “Palestinian problem.”
Both pin their arguments on equating
black lives in America with the plight of
the Palestinians on a biased and inaccurate platform. Unfortunately, they are
blinded to the facts that:
1. Due to the hatred of Jews fanned
by the Middle East Arab leaders, Israel
ended up having to fight for its survival
when it was formally created in 1948. As
a result of that war, Israel ended up with
geographic land boundaries that it never
sought, i.e., Gaza and the West Bank.
2. Israel was prepared and did actually
hand over some of that land as a result
of the Oslo accords. The entire two areas would have been completely under
Palestinian control had not Yasser Arafat
reneged on the negotiated accords.
3. The Palestinians since then have
for more than 20 years embarked on
systematic terrorism to win what had
been given by negotiation (and abrogated
unilaterally by them).
4. This terrorism is sponsored and
supported by the leadership in Gaza
and the West Bank through encouraging
Palestinians (of all ages) to commit acts of
terrorism, honoring those terrorists and
rewarding the families of terrorists killed
committing their vicious acts by providing them with support payments. That
money, received from Israel and other
sources, was meant to aid all Palestinians
but ends up being diverted to fund terrorism. No wonder that Palestinians might
have underfunded medical facilities and
substandard schools.
Thus, it is because of this unrelenting
state-sponsored terrorism by Palestinians of all ages that Israeli’s have to live
with the constant and daily threat of
Palestinian attacks and Israel’s police
serve an important (but fatiguing) role in
preventing Palestinian terrorist damage.
Please, J. Toby and F. Nagel, et. al.,
tell the truth, starting with the very real
need for self-preservation on the part of
Israelis made necessary by insanely hate
driven acts of terrorism by Palestinian
against Jews.
What happened to Iyad Halak was a
tragic accident that Israel immediately
owned up to. The violence that happens
to Israelis is Palestinian state-Sponsored
terrorism.
Susan Puretz
Saugerties

Congrats, Onteora grads!
I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank the Onteora school district for
organizing such a wonderful graduation
caravan for the Class of 2020 through our
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Onteora communities. Special thanks
go out to all those involved including:
superintendent Victoria McLaren,
principal Lance Edelman, the staff at
Onteora, School Resource Officer Tom
Sharon, Ulster County sheriff ’s department, WDST, NYC DEP, and all the local
police, fire departments and volunteer
organizations who helped make this day
so very special.
The commencement speeches by
salutatorian Ellery Loheide and Valedictorian Emily Salem were compassionate
and truly inspiring. I was impressed by
the wisdom and the gratitude they so
eloquently expressed for their families,
friends and communities. They learned
well at Onteora.
We waited and watched from the
hamlet of West Shokan near the end of
the two-hour caravan tour. I’ve never
seen teenagers in a car for so long look
so happy as they passed by. These young
graduates were waving wildly, smiling
and proud, to all the people lining our
roadways who countered with shouts and
signs to cheer them on. Congratulations
graduates and thank you for giving your
community so much hope and love.
Jim Sofranko
West Shokan

850 Route 28 needs study
We are two of the founders and
former staff of the Hudson Valley Sudbury School, a non-profit, K-12 school,
located at 84 Zena Road in Kingston.
We are extremely concerned that the
850 Route 28 project will interfere with
the operation of the school, specifically
the blasting that will occur for two to
three years, according to the summary
of sound studies from the March 2020
application document. While the school
is located 2.2 miles from the project site
by road, it is only one mile away as the
crow flies through the school’s property
and state land.
According to Dana Lodico, the noise
consultant who spoke at the June 15 Town
of Kingston planning-board meeting,
there was no analysis of blasting vibration
in the noise report. She went on to say
that “Vibration from blasting can be a
pretty big issue for very long distances.”
She made other comments about the
noise studies, the gist of which was that
they were either inaccurate or that the
mitigation measures were overstated.
Our school is about to enter its 17th
year and continues to serve a large student population. It is a well-respected
part of the community. We are horrified
to think that the school could be adversely impacted for up to three years
by the noise and vibrations generated by
blasting. This continuous blasting could
seriously affect our students’ ability to
focus on their education. The blasting
could impact the school’s enrollment and
endanger the long-term viability of the
school. The vibrations from the blasting
could also adversely affect the integrity of
the building’s basement and foundation.
It is clear that the sound studies are
inadequate and incomplete and do not
take into account the effect the project
will have on neighboring properties and
businesses. We anticipate that the next
review will include updated, accurate
information on the noise generated by
this project and a realistic analysis of
the impacts that the blasting will have
on the surrounding area.
Lisa Montanus
Jeffery A. Collins
Woodstock

Thanks for your support
I need to thank the entire Onteora
community for supporting our budget.
Your support shows how much Onteora
values the education provided to students. Covid 19 has created hardships
for our community, and many people are
making sacrifices in their lives. I appreciate that it is a priority to continue to

provide the best possible education and
support for our young people.
I also want to thank everyone who
participated in our graduation caravan.
Our seniors missed out on so much that
is typically part of their final year, but the
support that they felt during the caravan through our district was incredibly
special. It was moving to see so many
families and community members lining
the route showing support and love and
cheering for our students, as well as sirens, lights, signs and banners! That was
an experience that they will never forget.
I need to especially thank our town
supervisors for their partnership through
this closure and their support of our caravan. We also appreciate the many local
fire departments and police departments
for ensuring that the route was safe and
being so supportive along the way. Thank
you to Radio Woodstock for providing
the air time so that our ceremony could
be shared with the entire community
and students could hear their name read
during the ceremony. There are many
others that I could individually thank,
but the list would include our entire
community.
Victoria McLaren
Superintendent of Schools
Onteora

Class clown
Cruella Devos strikes again! Hide the
puppies! The education secretary lashed
out at “fear-mongering” adults that were
“making excuses” for not opening schools
as the U.S. has witnessed growth in new
Covid 19 cases nationwide. I truly hope
schools can open and there are plans
which can be doable.
I am just leery of what the reasoning behind the president’s and Devos’
insistence is. I am praying we can all
work our way back to at least some sort
of normal existence by fall. I Just don’t
think the current administration cares
if it is safe or not.
Major-league baseball can’t protect
their multi-million-dollar investments
from the coronavirus. What makes you
think overcrowded school systems with
unruly kids and underpaid teachers can
do it?
A school’s success will be dependent
on workable and safe strategies. I for
one cannot see millions of kids being
put back in school until they have a safe
and good vaccine.
Neil Jarmel
West Hurley

The New Paltz
Times legacy
In your July 1 issue of Hudson Valley
One, Genia Wickwire’s “Moving forward”
laid out factors in the future decision of
the Hudson Valley One staff to retain
your new regional paper or to return to
four weekly town papers. I very much
appreciate all you’ve done during the
pandemic to keep the local news coming
to readers first online and for the past
weeks in Hudson Valley One. I realize that
economic factors will play a significant
role in your decision.
While getting news from Woodstock,
Saugerties and Kingston has been educational for me, I champion the importance
of town papers and, as a long-time New
Paltz resident, the irreplaceable value
of the New Paltz Times. The depth of
coverage of local issues over the long
history of the Huguenot Herald — now
New Paltz Times — has played a major
role is fostering grassroots democracy
here. News stories reported details of
meetings of town and other governing
boards, providing highlights of both
residents’ and officials’ viewpoints. This
created a well-informed public, often
becoming eager to join in participatory
initiatives and activism.
Under the excellent editorial leadership of Debbie Alexsa, thorough re-

porting was encouraged. Who couldn’t
appreciate the in-depth stories of staff
members like Erin Quinn, accompanied by the expressive photos of Lauren
Thomas. This reporting, week after
week, built a network of people who
became familiar with each other and
their varied ideas.
Whether covering the community-wide movement to defeat Walmart in
the mid-1990s, years of environmental
activism, or long-term organizing for
social justice priorities, the New Paltz
Times played a crucial role in providing information and uplifting voices
that have enabled New Paltz to sustain
engaged, grassroots participation in
shaping its history. Thank you!
In a time of increasing loss of local
newspapers, and a time of when an active
democracy is so vital for our collective
future, I urge the Hudson Valley One
staff to find creative ways to bring back
the weekly town papers. I’m sure many of
your readers will join me in doing what
we can to make that decision possible.
Nancy Schniedewind
New Paltz

Masks key to
safer schools
I have two elementary school-age
kids in the Kingston school district.
There are families who, for various reasons, do not practice social distancing
or regularly wear masks. Masks and social distancing are the two most important things we can do to stop the spread
of Covid 19. They must be mandatory,
even if they go against what some students are used to or, as with some families, what resources they have available.
Should there be a return to in-person
classes, the school district must provide
masks for those who do not have them,
educate students about the importance of
masks before they start arriving at school
and make sure that all children, faculty
and staff use them properly. Anything
less will be irresponsible.
Malia Cordel
Kingston

The pipes are a callin’
Last week’s great news was about
fossil fuel pipelines in the US.
First, the Atlantic Coast pipeline,
traveling through Virginia, West Virginia
and North Carolina, was cancelled! Duke
Energy and Dominion Energy apologized
to their financial supporters who had
invested billions of dollars and years of
effort. They stated that fighting the litigation and negative public opinion made
the project no longer economically viable.
But the bigger news was about the
Dakota Access pipeline. Despite hardfought battles, involving native tribes,
environmentalists and a few New Paltz
residents who made the trek, the pipeline was completed and operational.
However, last week, a federal court judge
shut down the pipeline because the
Army Corps of Engineers had glossed
over the dire consequences of a spill.
He also required the Corps to do a full
environmental impact statement. This
could take years.
Finally, there has been grumbling
by fossil-fuel companies, in part, because of the pandemic, that fracking
operations around the country are no
longer as cost-effective, and they’re reconsidering starting any new fossil-fuel
infrastructure.
Thanks to all who have demonstrated
and taken companies to court. This seems
to be having a profound effect, and the
call to build pipes may be ending.
Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

We are your neighbors
Once again there was a letter to
the editor in Hudson Valley One that
attacked the library while, at the same
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time, calling for the library board of
directors to work with the group that
has been attacking them for over three
years.
It is time to end the Woodstock Library wars. Our meetings are all open
to the public, and the public is always
given a chance to speak. Our finances
are public and can be viewed on our
website. Our rationale for building a
new building instead of attempting to
renovate the old building is explained on
the library’s capital campaign website —
newlibrarywoodstock.org.
We members of the library board of
directors are your neighbors, and are
working hard to do what they believe is
best for Woodstock and the library. We
are open and honest people, elected by
the voters, who want what is best for our
community. If you have questions, ask us.
If you have suggestions, give them to us
in person. If you have criticisms, tell us
directly instead of via letters to the editor
or billboards.
We all want the same thing — a great
library that provides the best possible
service to Woodstock. Let us stop the
attacks and the back and forth via letters to the editor and work together to
achieve this goal.
Jeff Collins, Member
Woodstock Library Board
Woodstock

Love your hair,
love yourself
Every haircut is a gesture of hope.
Sparrow
Phoenicia

monthly electricity bill by about half. The
initial cost is still significant especially
during these challenging times, but this
study is sure to result in further work
and eventual implementation of these
technologies in our community for our
benefit and a healthier planet.
“Renewable Energy Production and
Storage Review and Feasibility Study at
the Wastewater Treatment Plant for the
Village of New Paltz” was completed in
May 2020 and presented to the village
board of trustees in June. The full report:
https://tinyurl.com/yatsdcoc
The SUNY New Paltz engineering
team consisted of Zachary Johnson (Mechanical Engineering, ’20), Nikki Maher
(Computer Engineering, ’21), and Nolan
West (Electrical Engineering, ’21). The
course was led by Dr. Kevin Shanley of
SUNY New Paltz Engineering Department. Chris Jaeger of Environmental
Consultants, Inc., and Thomas T (Ted)
Nitza, Jr., P.E. of Walden Environmental
Engineering PLLC served as mentors
and technical resources for the students.
This is another great example of how
SUNY New Paltz and the village work
together in meaningful ways. Thank you
and congratulations!
Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Let’s defund our military
Police violence is probably the
most obvious state-sanctioned, inyour-face violence — particularly if
your face is black or brown. Defunding
the police is a good beginning — but
just scratches the surface. Martin Lu-

Engineering
students impress
Est. 1928

It has been tough working in the
local government business this year.
Not too many bright spots. However,
this spring’s independent study course
(EGM 495) for SUNY New Paltz’s engineering students was undoubtedly a
bright spot. Their three-person team
with students from each of SUNY New
Paltz’s engineering disciplines (electrical, mechanical and computer engineering) examined the feasibility of renewable energy and storage equipment
at our village wastewater treatment
plant (WWTP.)
The goal of this study: Can solar and/
or batteries at this facility reduce the cost
of providing this vital municipal service?
Our WWTP is one of the top two
energy users that our village pays for
(the drinking water plant is the other).
Focusing on reducing this electrical
cost is a high ‘bang-for-your-buck’ way
of reducing the cost of living, working,
studying and enjoying our community.
This months-long study (in a semester
full of challenges) also scored points in
the NYS Climate Smart Community
program for the village.
The students reviewed, compiled
and charted three years of power bills.
They toured, inspected, sketched, photographed and poured over aerial maps,
old pump curves, specification sheets
and spent time with the operators,
technicians and engineering mentors
for the project. They sought out solar
developers, vendors, manufactures and
battery experts to apply these concepts at
our plant. They identified a specific piece
of electrical equipment that requires the
most energy at the WWTP, known as
lift pumps. These lift pumps use more
than a third of the electricity consumed
at the WWTP.
The students developed several
options for solar-installation locations
and determined the costs, advantages
and disadvantages. The students recommended an option that includes a
combination of 290 solar panels and a
four-hour duration battery storage unit
that could reduce the WWTP’s average
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ther King reminded us that the largest
purveyor of violence in the world is the
US military.
Military violence causes unspeakable
suffering for all living creatures — human
and otherwise in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Yemen, the Congo, Kashmir and Palestine. It’s the violence of guns, bombs,
napalm, land mines, tanks, jet fighters,
Cruise missiles, submarines, battleships,
Apache helicopters and ultimately nucle-
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ar bombs which cause horrifying death,
suffering, sickness and starvation for
millions around the globe. It also causes
devastating environmental contamination from substances like depleted
uranium and agent orange in Vietnam.
So yes, let’s start with defunding racist
police violence. But we must move on
to address the real threats to life on this
planet. Let’s defund our military (ideally,
all militaries). And while we’re at it, let’s
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William M. Blitzer
William M. Blitzer, was born in Bronx, NY, on, September 5, 1938 to parents Morton and Beatrice (Kosso) Blitzer. At the age of 5, Bill, started spending summers in
Willow where his grandparents, Don and Sonja Kosso, bought an old farm house on
Silver Hollow Road with 150 acres for summer vacations with family and friends.
After graduating from Columbus High School in the Bronx in 1956, he attended
Ogalthorpe University and Pace College and was a member of the Army Reserves.
After working in the manufacturing of wire and cable in the family business, he
became the plant manager of Carolle Cable in Rhode Island. His working career
included industrial sales for Panasote, Kurt Orban Importers, Wolberg Electric, and
others.
Bill fell in love with Woodstock in the 60’s. The Sea Horse on Rock City Road was
the center of good times where he met many colorful Woodstock characters. Morning coﬀee with friends at the Woodstocker and Duey’s, ﬂy ﬁshing, ﬂy tying, hunting,
trap shooting, and swapping stories with the locals gave him a lot of pleasure.
In 1967, he was married brieﬂy to Faithe DeCuzzi. In 1972, he met his wife, Bobby,
at Deanie’s Restaurant on Mill Hill Road. On “ Sabbaticals” between jobs, he built a
house and a barn in Willow, planted lawns, gardens, and carefully pruned orchard
of 20 fruit trees, and laid up bluestone walls.
Two stepsons, Jason, and Nathan, were “educated” in lawn mowing and feeding the
woodstove.
After Retirement, Bill constructed and ﬂew Radio Controlled model planes and was
a member of the Saugerties club, Sawyer R/C Fliers.
Arrangements are under the guidance of Lasher Funeral Home Inc. 100 Tinker
Street, Woodstock, NY.
A Celebration of Bill’s life will be held at a later date.
Condolences, tributes and photos may be left for Bill’s family by visiting
www.lasherfh.com

Marie Rose Swingle
Rosendale - Marie Rose Swingle, 91, of Rosendale, New York, passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, July 8, at Golden Hill Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center.
Marie was born on December 16, 1928 in
Brooklyn, N.Y., to Joseph and Helen Downes.
She graduated from Samuel J. Tilden High
School and worked for Metropolitan Life Insurance Co, in Manhattan, until her marriage
to Myron (Mike) K. Swingle in 1951. They
lived and raised their children, Stacie Ann and
Matthew Keith, in Baldwin, Long Island, NY.
In addition to her roles as wife, mother, and
homemaker she worked as a bookkeeper for
Tri-County Cleaners and then as a teller at
Richmond Hill Savings Bank, retiring in 1973. Mike and Marie moved to Rosendale
in 1983 after Mike retired, to be near their ﬁrst grandchild, Jennifer Marie Nunes.
Marie loved to cook, and was quite good at it – a trait she passed down to her daughter. She liked to listen to music and to dance (when she could get her husband to
oblige!), and she loved to watch TV, especially old movies (and was particularly fond
of The Duke!). She was a tireless worker around the home, who always kept things in
tip-top shape despite working jobs and raising kids, and yet never appeared to have a
hair out of place. She also loved pets, especially her beloved dog Dusty, and the many
cats she had over the years, Samantha, Sam, Pumpkin and Punkin’. But most of all,
she loved her extended family and treasured the time spent with them.
Marie was predeceased by her two brothers, Joseph and John Downes, and her
husband, Mike. She is survived by daughter Stacie S. Nunes, New Paltz, NY, son
Matthew K. Swingle and his wife Karen, Arlington, VA., and grandchildren Jennifer
M. Nunes, Columbus, OH, and Michael Keith Swingle and Kristina Marie Swingle,
Arlington, VA.
A small private funeral will be held at the George J. Moylan Funeral Home in Rosendale, NY, and she will be buried at Rosendale Plains Cemetery beside her beloved
husband. For anyone interested in making a donation in her memory, we suggest
a donation to Meals on Wheels at mealsonwheelsamerica.org. To leave a personal
condolence please visit our website at www.GJMoylanFuneralHome.com
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defund all the violent enterprises — like
mining, logging and oil drilling. Defund
all activities that hurt Mother Earth, we
humans, and all the helpless and voiceless
creatures on this planet.
Our tax dollars for military spending
are bankrupting us financially and morally. It’s why we can’t afford universal free
healthcare, good housing, decent public
transportation and free education. Maybe if Americans had programs like these,
we wouldn’t need to live in a police state.
Defunding our military and instituting
programs to help and support people —
that would truly make America great.
Eli Kassirer
New Paltz

The Palenville dump
I was heartened to read that state
attorney general Letitia James has filed
a lawsuit against Joseph and Rachel
Karolys for persistent and flagrant violations of New York solid-waste and
water-pollutions laws at their three
separate dump sites in the Town of
Saugerties. It has taken more than a
year for this to come about, but it has,
largely because of local community uproar and persistence, along with some
help from one or more big NGOs.
At the same time I am saddened that
criminal charges and just such a lawsuit
were never filed against another illegal
C&D (construction and demolition)
dump in Palenville, just a few miles from
Saugerties in the Town of Catskill. That
dump’s owner polluted a water source,
causing severe health anomalies and
violent illnesses in at least two families
whose properties abutted the dump
property.
One family, a single mother with two
children, has been desperately fighting
virtually alone, screaming in the wilderness to get some redress for her and
her children’s chronic and debilitating
illnesses.
There has been zero response from
officials except to mock this woman.
Palenville bigwigs are apparently related
to and friendly with the dump owner
there. This brave woman was forced to
abandon the home she owned and loved
— it was no longer habitable — and to
seek rental housing elsewhere.
Perhaps now that attorney general
Letitia James has been made aware
of the scope of the dangers to human
health from such dumps, she will look at
the mountains of evidence collected by
the Palenville-Catskill victims and take
similar action.
That would gladden me.
Maura Stephens
Saugerties

The blame game
Most scientists agree that social
distancing is necessary when combating communicable illnesses, and it has
proven to be an effective practice in
combating the coronavirus. However,
the isolation experienced from staying
at home had an unexpected and unintended consequence for many people.
They gained weight. In some cases, this
gain has been so great that some people
have actually become POS (persons of
size). The following parody (to the tune
of the Eydie Gorme hit “Blame it on
the Bossa Nova” is a lament written by
a friend who is on the edge of entering
person-of-size status. The title of the
song is “Blame it on the Isolation.”
I was on the scale when I first had proof
that my weight had gone really through
the ro-of
I began to break out in a real sweat
my eyes filled with tears; my soul felt
such regret
Blame it on the I-so-la-tion the extra
weight I hold
I’ve gained some 30 pounds or more the
whole truth be told
I did nearly everything they asked of me
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I stayed at home and watched my new TV
blame it on the i-so-la-tion.
My clothes don’t fit
(Now, was it the moon?)
No, no, the i-so-la-tion
(caused me to over eat?)
No, no, the i-so-la-tion
(What made me write this tune?)
Yeah, yeah, the i-so-la-tion
(can’t see my feet!)
Blame it on the isolation the extra weight
I hold
I’ve gained some 30 pounds or more the
whole truth be told
The isolation...made me...feel so very bad
And so I over-ate more than a tad
I blame it on the i-so-la-tion...
my clothes don’t fit
Now I’d like to say my weight’s gone away
but it seems my weight is here to sta-ay
and if you ask me why I’ll have to state
I’m gonna tell the truth; I won’t hes-i-tate
Blame it on the i-so-la-tion; I feel like hell
blame it on the i-so-la-tion; I don’t look
so well
I did nearly everything they asked of me
I stayed at home and watched my new TV
blame it on the i-so-la-tion...
My clothes don’t fit
(Now, was it the moon?)
No, no, the i-solation
(caused me to over eat?)
No, no, the is-o-lation
(What made me write this tune?)
Yeah, yeah, the i-so-la-tion
(can’t see my feet!)
Who should I blame?
(Yeah yeah the I-so-la-tion)
That I’m not the same
(Yeah yeah the I-so-la-tion)
I felt so sad
(Yeah yeah the I-so-la-tion)
I over-ate a tad
(Yeah yeah the i-so-la-tion)
My clothes don’t fit!
George Civile
Gardiner

HITS supports
non-proﬁts
It is, of course, appropriate and
important for people to express their
concerns about their health and the
well-being of their community, as some
people in Saugerties have done about
the reopening of the HITS horseshow.
But it is not appropriate to malign people with misinformation. To that end,
this letter is being offered to set the record straight.
In 1994, Family of Woodstock Inc.
was given a large portion of the property that the horse show is now located
on in Saugerties. In 2003, we arrived
at an agreement with Tom Struzierri
and Horse Shows in the Sun to rent the
property from Family on a long-term
basis. As part of the deal, HITS took
responsibility to pay Family an annual
rental fee, maintain the property, and
pay all taxes and costs associated with
the land. That continues to be the case
up until the present.
HITS and the Struzierri family have
been very generous supporters, not only
of Family of Woodstock, Inc., but of many
of the not-for-profits in the community.
When the pandemic hit, I approached
Tom to ask if he could provide meals.
A few months earlier, he had provided
Family with a large number of pre-made
meals that were of restaurant quality and
could be heated in a microwave. Family
has distributed them to people in motels
and homeless individuals ever since.
He said that the food packets was not
available, but as a result of my request,
he would start preparing meals through
the Diamond Mills kitchen.
Since that time and until the end
of Project Resilience, Diamond Mills
supplied 500 meals a day, five days a
week to Saugerties senior citizens and

to be distributed by Family throughout
the county. He did not seek reimbursement from the county or credit. It was
something that was done because it was
needed and the right thing to do.
It is important that we have a public
dialogue on critical issues such as how we
will recover from the pandemic; however,
that conversation should not be infused
with misinformation. There is no reason
why these discussions cannot be held
with mutual respect and focused on the
well-being of the community.
Michael Berg
Executive Director
Family of Woodstock, Inc.
Kingston

Pre-primed for failure
I was the chair of the New Paltz
citizens’ police oversight committee
that was disbanded last year after we
disagreed with an internal police finding about an officer’s use of excessive
force. We were provided with few tools
and no basic definitions of terms like
‘excessive use of force’ to help us. We
had to do much of the work of researching regulations and the history of how
they were used across New York State.
The police liaison refused to present
his own reasoning for coming up with
his conclusion, and assumed that he
was going to be part of the deliberation,
guiding us to where he wanted us to go.
I am fully aware that he had his own
constraints with having to work with the
police union and the gargantuan rules
that made it difficult to hold officers
accountable. The committee was preprimed for failure even before we were
constituted.
The committee watched the scant
video evidence over and over, as some
of the police equipment was turned off
or was not working. A couple of us tried
with some success to get others to shed
their bias about how the evidence was
framed for us by the liaison.
After several hours of discussion,
some of them voted to abstain because
they could not justify their pre-assumed
assumptions that the liaison had presented to us. Our ten-page report went
to town court and as chair of the citizens’
advisory committee I was the only one
allowed inside for part of their deliberation. It was as if the town council
had viewed a completely different set of
evidence than we had. The bias towards
believing authority was all too evident.
This tendency to believe and obey
authority with scant evidence has a
name — the Milgram effect. In 1963,
Stanley Milgram conducted his now
foundational study on the impact of
unquestioning obedience to authority.
His findings stunned the world. Most
of his participants, mentally healthy
Americans, were willing to inflict pain on
another person simply because someone
they perceive as an authority figure told
them it would be okay.
I regularly ask my students if that
would be the case today, and almost all
of my students routinely deny that today
people know better and therefore would
not follow authority blindly. We know
from subsequent studies that little has
changed and in a lab setting most Americans implicitly trust authority. That is
a dangerous tendency, as we have seen
in countless cases from the torture at
Abu Ghraib prison to the psychologists
participating in the water-boarding at
Guantanamo Bay
No physical evidence like video footage and audio recordings or witness testimony can help objective investigation if
a biased group of members believe that
those who maintain law and order must
naturally be law-abiding and knowledgeable as well. In order for an oversight
committee to work, the town has to do
better. Committee members must have
knowledge about the racist history of
the American police force. Members

must be given exhaustive training on
institutionalized racism and anti-racist
work. They must be allowed to freely
communicate their findings with the
press and the community to keep the
officers accountable.
Most of all, they must be truly representative of the groups that are most
victimized and harmed in our communities — historically underrepresented
people of color, people in poverty, trans
people, the homeless. Milgram’s findings
are true today as much as when the study
was conducted, and we should heed its
warnings. The community cannot have
an unbiased advisory committee if the
institutional framework is law enforcement centered rather than community-welfare-centered.
Gowri Parameswaran
New Paltz

Tribute to Milton Glaser
Many thanks to WOODSTOCK TIMES (I
have yet to be able to wrap my aging
mind around Hudson Valley One) and
especially to Tad Wise for his elegant
and moving tribute to Milton Glaser
(“Milton Glaser: Spending Eternity In
Woodstock,” July 1).
Many shrinks tell us that nostalgia
is but another form of depression, but
Tad Wise has proven that nostalgia can
be a form of celebration. A celebration
for a not-quite-forgotten Woodstock, a
Woodstock of the soul, Milton Glaser’s
Woodstock.
Well done, Tad Wise for a beautiful
tribute to an extraordinary person. And
well done, Milton Glaser for a remarkable
life well-lived (even though as he was also
the much-heralded underground gourmet, Milton Glaser might prefer that his
life in art be celebrated and remembered
as medium rare).
Steven Kolpan
West Hurley

Support for events
Industry
I’m writing on behalf of the Banquet Event Strategic Task Force New
York (BEST), which was formed to
address the impact of Covid 19 on the
events industry in New York City. It
has been calculated that the 155,000
professionals employed by the New
York City Metro Area events industry
and the 2.4 million people employed by
the events industry nationwide are in a
tenuous place due to the shutdown of
business because of Covid 19.
We need governor [Andrew] Cuomo’s
help. We greatly appreciate the PPP
and EIDL support that many of us have
received, and we appreciate our government’s obvious concern for the small
businesses of our country. The events
industry is one of the industries hardest
hit by the pause in business. The large
gatherings that make up our industry
are in the last phase of openings, our
events are planned for months before
they happen, and our clients will not
schedule events until there is a comfort
level about attending events.
Unlike the small businesses that can
immediately begin selling goods and
services when they can reopen, we will
have a lag time of several months before
events resume as normal. PPP and EIDL
funds, although helpful, were simply
not enough because of the amount of
time that our companies will have to go
without revenues.
A recent poll of the events industry
related businesses by BEST found that a
sobering 85% of 2020 events have been
moved to 2021, shifting the majority of
2020 revenues into 2021. The companies
in our industry have business secured
for a healthy 2021, but not the resources
to pay bills and retain employees until
events resume, most likely, until the
second quarter of 2021. We need EIDL
loans that do not have a cap of $150,000,
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but instead are tied to gross revenues lost
due to COVID-19.
And most imminently, we need a second wave of PPP loans or similar loans,
but with flexible terms that conform to
our industry’s needs.
We need these loans in amounts that
will allow us to remain operable and to
keep our employees off the unemployment rolls. Funding now will keep many
small businesses in the events industry
viable. It will allow our businesses to
innovate as we wait for normal business
to resume. It will keep over 24 million
people in our sector employed. We ask
governor Cuomo to please help make
this funding available.
Marcey Brownstein
Phoenicia

Defund police,
defund apartheid
During this time of upheaval nationally and worldwide, there has been
notable movement to address injustice systemically. One such hopeful
movement was the local passage of
an anti-racism resolution passed by
the Kingston school district on Juneteenth. In this resolution, the district
recognizes its role in “addressing social
inequities in the world, country and in
our own school district” and resolved
to support initiatives “that will end systemic racism and provide equal opportunity and equal justice for all.” Bravo!
A far less hopeful sign has been the
avoidance of our local representative,
Antonio Delgado, to sign HR 2407 “No
Way to Treat a Child Act.” With the blessing of our government, Israel continues
to automatically prosecute children in
military courts. The so-called “democratic state of Israel” maintains two legal
systems: civilian rule and military law.
Palestinians are subjected to military law.
Currently, Israel is planning to unilaterally annex part of the West Bank. These
actions lay the groundwork for Israel to
become an apartheid state (as predicted
by John Kerry in 2014.) This systemic and
widespread abuse is supported with our
taxpayer dollars (included in the $3.8
billion we give Israel annually).
Can you vision what we could do in
this country to address equal opportunity
and equal justice with those monies?
Can you imagine what Kingston school
district might do with additional funding
to realize its commitment to anti-racism?
Please call congressman Delgado’s
office 202-225-5614 to let him know you
are disappointed in his inconsistencies.
He claims concern about the militarization of our country’s police force, yet refuses to acknowledge the ongoing abuse
by the Israeli military against children in
Palestine. Remind him of the words of
Martin Luther King, “Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.”
Defund the police, defund apartheid.
Cheryl Qamar
Saugerties

A tale of two towns
Cheers to the Town of Saugerties,
Ulster County, the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC),
Catskill Mountainkeeper, other groups
and the NYS Attorney General’s office
for fighting one owner’s illegal construction and demolition debris (C&D)
landfills. People have a right to clean
air, soil and water.
Ten miles north another C&D landfill
in Palenville, Catskill township, had little
local indignation, yet evidence has it,
used the same trucking companies, and
similar toxic materials were dumped.
Also, the same permits were lacking.
Why the lack of support for the victims in
Palenville? Unlike Saugerties, the landfill
in Palenville is on a huge wetlands which
extends into Saugerties and purportedly
its drinking water source.
Consider the following comparisons

between the two owners and their landfills, Saugerties landfill owner (SLO) and
Catskill landfill owner (CLO):
1. In Palenville, the CLO started
bringing in C&D debris after Sandy.
NYC’s mayor wanted the city cleaned up
ASAP, understandably. FEMA reported
that landfill owners upstate were willing
to take the mess, CLO being one. (Saugerties was post-hurricanes.)
2. The CLO in Palenville is a local
good old boy, well respected in his town;
his late wife was a long-time employee of
Catskill. The SLO is not a local good old
boy, nor well respected in his town. The
two actually know each other, however,
and reportedly contracted with the same
trucking companies.
3. When CLO was fined for unpermitted dumping, a cleanup allowed his fine
to be reduced significantly, this cleanup
involving burying the materials on site.
The dust this created added further
toxins to already poisoned neighbors.
(Heads-up regarding “clean up” dust,
Saugerties!) Both CLO and SLO continued illicit dumping.
4. Palenville is in DEC region 4 and
Saugerties part of DEC region 3. DEC 4
did minimal toxins testing in Palenville
(and nowhere near the wetlands) and
law-enforcement and town officials did
little to naught to stop the dumping.
DEC 3 was diligent regarding testing in
Saugerties and the law enforcement and
town officials were on top of SLO. One
DEC 4 rep in Palenville was a crony of
CLO, referring to him by nickname. SLO
wasn’t so lucky.
5. The residents near the landfills
in Saugerties are more numerous, established and respected. The residents
near the landfill in Palenville are fewer,
less well off and were gas-lighted by the
Catskill good-old-boy network when
they spoke out against being poisoned.
6. The Palenville landfill abuts a huge
wetlands on the Kaaterskill, part of the
Hudson Estuary system, yet solicitation
of NGOs were met with minimal concern.
Saugerties received a lot of NGO help.
7. One wonders why SLO is righteously castigated as a scoundrel while CLO
was able to create a dump with impunity.
One wonders why the fighters in Saugerties are seen as righteous, while those in
Palenville are seen as lying troublemakers
Does anyone care?
Mary Finneran
Cairo

Fact versus opinion
Fact: Joe Biden has clinched the
Democratic nomination for president
of the United States. He will be running against the incumbent president,
Donald Trump. Of the two men, Biden is much more experienced for that
high office than Donald Trump. Trump,
compared to the previous 44 presidents, has had no experience whatsoever on local, state or national levels,
either on legislative, judicial or executive branches of state or national government.
In addition, Trump has had no military experience, whereas 15 presidents
had military service and political experience: Washington, Jackson, William
Henry Harrison, Pierce, Lincoln, Hayes,
Garfield, Arthur, B. Harrison, McKinley,
T. Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy, Nixon
and G.H.W. Bush. There were three
presidents who had no previous political
experience but military only: Zachary
Taylor, Ulysses Grant and Dwight Eisenhower. The other 26 presidents had a
wide range of political experience before
assuming this office.
Opinion: Based on experience alone,
Trump has no business in the Oval Office.
He has never served or represented his
country in the categories listed above. He
was placed in this office by an electorate
that responded to his bombastic, carnival
barker, ‘rah, rah’ attitude which appealed
to the raw basic prejudices and hatreds
underlying the veneer of civilized people.
And here he is, our illustrious president,
who has upset generations of established
protocols for one purpose and one purpose alone: the dismantling of the federal
bureaucracy and insertion of his ‘people’
into his scheme of what a government
should be, i.e., a ‘dictatorship’.
And no better example of this is his
appointment of Samuel M. Saul, as
commissioner of Social Security. Saul,
a women’s clothing magnate, made his
reputation and fortune in this endeavor.
Needless to say, he has and had no experience in Social Security. His biggest threat
to this program is on two fronts: 1) he is
answerable only to Donald Trump, 2) he
belongs to an organization in Manhattan
that does like this program (my opinion is
this institute, organization is comprised
of millionaires and billionaires, Republican, who would like nothing better than
to butcher this program of Social Securi-
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ty. (I have not been able to ascertain any
background of this institute.)
The two reasons are enough to strike
fear in the hearts of people 65 to 95 years
of age. Saul is the proverbial ‘fox in the
henhouse;’ for those of you who have ever
lived on a farm and witnessed what a fox
can do, you can only imagine.
The only protection seniors, which
includes yours truly at age 81, have is to
vote for Joe Biden; as seniors drawing
benefits, forget your conservative, Republican, independent affiliations and
concentrate on what you have and what
you can stand to lose with this man and
Donald Trump working together. Biden
is an experienced politician who will leave
our benefits alone. After all, it was FDR’s
Democratic administration who passed
the Social Security Act of 1935, not the
Republicans!
And even if both chambers of Congress go Democratic, Saul is still accountable to Donald Trump and you can believe
he will go after these benefits; NCPSSM
informed me that there is a 15-20% cut
in senior’s monthly benefits if the 2021
budget is passed. This budget has to pass
Congress and if Congress is Democratic,
there will be negotiations; I don’t for a
second believe the Democrats will bargain away or reduce senior benefits, so
this is a brake. But they will find other
ways to butcher this program.
Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

Defund the police
It’s time to defund the police. The
resources that keep people safe and
healthy are continuously defunded and
it’s time to take the dollars set aside for
law enforcement and put them into our
communities. That means reinvesting funding into social services, like
access to mental-health professionals
and addiction specialists to handle crises police are not trained for. It means
protecting our right to vote by funding election protections and building
the infrastructure to expand voting
by mail. Finally, it means investing in
taking care of our loved ones, whether
that’s expanding access to affordable
childcare or eldercare.
I call on our community and our
elected leaders to join the movement to
ensure safety for our communities.
Daniel O’Brien
Milton
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SUNY
New Paltz
production
season
The Department
of Theatre Arts at
SUNY New Paltz
will replace its traditional model of fullROBIN WEINSTEIN
scale stage productions with a series Photo from the spring 2019 production of “for colored girls who have considered
of smaller staged suicide / when the rainbow is enuf”
readings this fall, alchange as said guidelines possibly evolve as the
lowing students and faculty to gather and perform
semester progresses.
while safely adhering to social-distancing practices.
Despite scaling back the scope of the department’s
The new model -- replacing four Mainstage ProducMainstage season, this model will allow for more stotions with approximately ten staged readings during
ries to be told than in a typical production year, and
the fall 2020 and spring 2021 semesters -- lends
will in turn provide meaningful experiential learning
itself to the use of masks or other personal protective
opportunities for students. Titles will be selected to
equipment during performances and rehearsals, and
feature underrepresented voices and works from
makes limited and/or socially distanced audiences a
traditionally marginalized populations.
possibility “as conditions demand.”
More information on production titles and perThe department’s plan for 2020-21 is continformance schedules will be announced soon and pubgent on campus, local, state and federal guidelines
lished on the Department of Theatre Arts web page.
allowing for face-to-face classes. Plans can and will
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Men without a country, in-country
Don’t miss Delroy
Lindo’s epic
embodiment of
PTSD in Spike Lee’s
Da 5 Bloods
by Frances Marion Platt

W

hat to watch on
the small screen
next, while we wait
for the big one to
open back up? Well,
what could be timelier in these days of Black Lives Matter
protests than a new Spike Lee Joint?
It’s called Da 5 Bloods, Netflix has got
it and – like most any Lee creation – it’s
amply deserving of your attention.
That’s not to say that the movie
doesn’t have a lot of issues, some of them
predictable on account of the director’s
penchant to make statements instead
of stories much of the time. There’s no
question that Lee is an essential voice in
contemporary cinema, but subtlety isn’t
his strong suit. Doubtless some potential
audience members still need repeated
whacks upside the head about the realities of being a black person in America,
and Spike Lee is the one self-appointed
to give those to us, with glee and great
skill. Know going in that you’re going
to be served a big steaming helping of
polemics, and you’ll get on fine.
The genesis of Da 5 Bloods was a
caper movie titled The Last Tour, with
a screenplay by Danny Bilson and the
late Paul De Meo, about a group of
(mostly white) Vietnam vets going back
to retrieve a cache of gold bars that they
buried during the war, while searching
for a former comrade-in-arms who
deserted and went native. Oliver Stone
was attached to direct, but backed out of
the project in 2016. Lee took an interest
and, after completing BlacKkKlansman
in 2018, he and co-writer Kevin Willmott
reworked the script to make it about African American soldiers who had bonded
on the battlefield while their rights were
being denied back home.
So that ups the ante to make the story
pithier, more sociopolitically relevant,
than your garden-variety action flick.
It presents a point of view about the
Vietnam War’s legacy that hasn’t seen
much representation in fiction features
up until now. All well and good, but the
downside is that Lee often seems to be
checking off boxes for argument’s sake
when he could be diving more deeply
into character development instead. His
excellent ensemble cast shines when the
characters are relating on an emotional
level, but gets stuck at intervals with
awkward, expository speechifying about
their particular challenges as black vets.
The faults lie in the script, not in
the acting, thankfully. The core group
consists of Otis (Clarke Peters), a former
medic who discovers that he has a hitherto-unsuspected mixed-race daughter
in Saigon; Eddie (Norm Lewis), who has
come closest to attaining the American
Dream of financial success, owning a
chain of car dealerships; Melvin (Isiah
Whitlock, Jr.), the joker of the group; Paul
(Delroy Lindo), a perpetual malcontent
who wears a MAGA hat and is plagued
with nightmares about the war; and
Paul’s son David (Jonathan Majors), who

Still from Da 5 Bloods.
shows up uninvited on the trip and has
a long history of tension with his dad.
Paul is a towering, formidable character
whose inner torment drives much of the
story – in a New York Times commentary,
Vietnamese writer Viet Thanh Nguyen
terms him “a kind of Black Ahab” – and
Lindo’s intense, award-worthy performance is the most compelling reason to
catch this movie.
Other key characters include Vinh
(Johnny Trí Nguyen), a young Vietnamese guide who’s trying to let go of
his country’s tormented past, and three
idealistic employees of an NGO who are
in the area to defuse land mines. The
original fifth Blood who died in combat,
Stormin’ Norman (Chadwick Boseman,
in flashbacks), was a model soldier, their
spiritual leader, social conscience and
keeper of black history. For narrative
purposes, he also embodies the lost innocence of 1960s civil-rights and antiwar
activism, echoing the contextual themes
that Lee sets up with his framing device
of sporadic news clips from the era.
Also helping to set the tone are popular songs from the era, notably several
from Marvin Gaye’s iconic album What’s
Goin’ On? The lushly cinematic score
by Terence Blanchard deserves special
mention; it’s reminiscent of so many
adventure epics of decades past, reinforcing the gorgeous luminosity of Newton
Thomas Sigel’s cinematography, which
makes postwar Nam look like a national
park. (Scenes outside the big city were
mainly shot in Thailand.)
Less welcome, for this reviewer, were
the frequent and sometimes-clunky
shoutouts to earlier movies that influenced Lee with this one, such as an
obligatory reprise of “The Ride of the
Valkyries” from Apocalypse Now (though
it’s paired with a Mekong riverboat,
rather than helicopters). Heaven help us,
he even has a Vietnamese vigilante say,
“We don’t need no stinkin’ badges.” We
could’ve gleaned plot references to The
Treasure of the Sierra Madre – the toxic
influence of gold – without that, surely.
So, there’s Spike Lee’s biggest weak-

ness as a storyteller in a nutshell. He
thwaps us with a two-by-four to make
his point when he could be tickling us
with a stiletto. There’s way too much
heavy-handed foreshadowing in this
script as well, diluting the fun of some
of the plot twists. Still, the experience of
black American soldiers, both during and

after wars, is a story that hasn’t yet been
sufficiently told onscreen, and Lee has
moved the game pieces forward. Others
will take up the thread – perhaps with
less sloganeering next time.
Meanwhile, go watch Delroy Lindo
take PTSD to a King Lear level. This is
an actor whose time has come.
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Bardavon kicks-off streaming series
The Bardavon will launch its free online series -- The
HVP Virtual Concert Hall -- curated by Hudson Valley Philharmonic maestro Randall Craig Fleischer and featuring intimate
performances by Hudson Valley Philharmonic musicians playing
some of their favorite pieces on Saturday, July 18 at 8 p.m.
The HVP Virtual Concert Hall #1 will feature comments on
each piece from Fleischer and will feature the following repertory
and musicians:
Reinhold Glière, 8 Pieces, Op.39, Scherzo; Reinhold Glière,
8 Pieces, Op.39, Berceuse; Gioachino Rossini, The Barber of Seville Overture, arr. for two flutes; J.S. Bach, French Suite No. 2,
Allemande; J.S. Bach, French Suite No. 2, Courande; Jay Ungar,
Ashokan Farewell; Bela Bartok, Romanian Folk Dances, Allegro
Moderato; Donna Doyle, “Cave of the Heart”; Gioachino Rossini,
William Tell Overture, English Horn solo; Hatikva (trad.).
The following Bardavon Presents-You Tube streaming events
are planned:
Friday, July 24 -- “Staff Picks” live DJ set with Brian at 8 p.m.;
Friday, August 7 -- “Staff Picks” live DJ set with Kris at 8 p.m.;
Sunday, August 30 -- Bob Dylan’s Highway 61 Revisited --- 55th
anniversary release date with special guest artists at 8 p.m.; Saturday,
September 26 -- HVP Virtual Concert Hall #2 at 8 p.m.; Friday,
October 16 -- “Staff Picks” live DJ set with Michael at 8 p.m.; Sunday,
November 1 -- Grateful Dead’s American Beauty 50th anniversary
release date with special guest artists at 8 p.m.
Become a subscriber to receive updates at https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCfYyXGTdmF4O55Duc4sgaSw or YouTube @
BardavonPresents.
The Bardavon & UPAC box offices will be closed to in-person
sales but will continue to sell tickets and answer questions via
email at boxoffice@bardavon.org. You can also leave a message
at (845) 473-5288, #153 and a member of the box office staff will
respond ASAP.
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The Night Sky

Covid-safe entertainment
Whether or not you’re still locking yourself up, a safe escapist activity
is to enjoy the wonders of the heavens.
This summer offers many to choose
from.
But there are also celestial events
that sound alluring but not worth anyone’s time. This year, strangely enough,
there are four partial penumbral lunar
eclipses. They’ve generated major media
headlines urging everyone to run out to
“see the lunar eclipse” of June 5 and again
on July 5 and yet another is coming up
later this year. But all partial penumbral
lunar eclipses share the same strange
property of producing no visible change
on the full moon. Not even professional
astronomers could tell that an eclipse
is in progress. The full moon appears

legal notices
LEGAL NOTICE
BAM 257, LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 6/16/2020.
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against may be served &
shall mail process to Matthew R. Aube, 166
N. Putt Corners Rd., New Paltz, NY 12561.
General Purpose
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): BlackOak Consultants, LLC Articles
of Organization were filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on 06/08/2020.
Office Location: Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: Robert Farrell 37
Colonial Drive Tillson, NY 12486. Purpose: Any
lawful Kerry Farrell acts or activities. Latest date
upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION OF Hudson
Valley Cheesecake LLC
Under Section 203 of the Limited Liability
Company Law
THE UNDERSIGNED, being a natural person of
at least eighteen (18) years of age, and acting
as the organizer of the limited liability company
hereby being formed under Section 203 of the
Limited Liability Company Law of the State of
New York certifies that:
FIRST: The name of the limited liability company is: Hudson Valley Cheesecake LLC
SECOND: The county within this state, in
which the office of the limited liability company
is to be located is ULSTER
THIRD: The Secretary of State is designated
as agent of the limited liability company upon
whom process against it may be served. The
address within or without this state to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any process against the limited liability company served
upon him or her is:
Hudson Valley Cheesecake LLC
56 Main Street
New Paltz, NY 12561
FOURTH: The limited liability company is to
be managed by: ONE OR MORE MEMBERS.
FIFTH: The existence of the limited liability
company shall begin upon filing of these Articles
of Organization with the Department of State.

unchanged.
We’ve also had minor meteor showers
unfolding on nights when the moon was
fat and brilliant, letting few if any meteors
materialize. But hang in there, the sky is
about to improve.
Right now in July, both Jupiter and
Saturn have arrived at their very closest
points to earth and therefore shine at
their biggest and brightest of the year.
They both rise in the east at nightfall
and are most prominent around midnight. So during the first half of the night
and especially around midnight, simply
locate the very brightest “star” and you’ve
found Jupiter. The nearest star to its
left is Saturn. Both planets are fabulous
through any telescope.
Moreover, this is just a preview of

what’s to come. These gas Giants are
slowly moving closer and closer together. This year brings the most amazing
planet conjunction of our lives. The day
of the winter solstice, December 21,
they will come so close together that
they may merge into a single brilliant
star, at least for those who skipped their
last eye exam.
We are also about to see the best
meteor shower of the year. Late July is
when the famous Perseids begin. At first
there will be just a few extra shooting
stars per hour. When they reach their
peak on the nights of August 11 and 12,
we should see a meteor a minute. This
year the moon will cooperate so that the
sky is dark before 1 a.m., giving earlier
viewers an advantage.

For those who want to go just a bit
deeper and happen to be awake at midnight the next week or two, look straight
overhead at that hour and you’ll see a
bright blue star. This is the famous Viega, which will be the North Star 12,000
years from now. Be sure to pronounce
it Viega and not Vegas.
Finally, those who are up as the first
signs of dawn are approaching, should
look lowish in the east to see the unbelievable brilliance of the morning star,
Venus. It will not be as high or bright
for the rest of the year.
Bottom line: this summer offers lots
of Covid-safe entertainment in the night
sky. And the price is right.
— Bob Berman

SIXTH: The limited liability company shall
have a perpetual existence.
SEVENTH: The limited liability company
shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless all
members, managers, and former members and
managers of the limited liability company against
expenses (including attorney’s fees, judgments,
fines, and amounts paid in settlement) incurred in
connection with any claims, causes of action, demands, damages, liabilities of the limited liability
company, and any pending or threatened action,
suit or proceeding. Such indemnification shall be
made to the fullest extent permitted by the laws
of the State of New York, provided that such acts
or omissions which gives rise to the cause of action or proceedings occurred while the Member
or Manager was in performance of his or her duties for the limited liability company and was not
as a result of his or her fraud, gross negligence,
willful misconduct or a wrongful taking. The indemnification provided herein shall inure to the
benefit of successors, assigns, heirs, executors,
and the administrators of any such person.

LEGAL NOTICE
OPT UP AIR LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 4/13/2020. Office in Ulster Co.
SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 2107 Panamint Dr., Los Angelos, CA 90065. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose. Principal business location: 7532
State Route 52 Greenfield Park, NY 12435.

cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC, 143 Henry St Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): Massive Clouds LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on 5/12/20. Office location:
Ulster County. SSNY has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: Chester Smith Massive Clouds LLC 318
Wall St Suite 3A Kingston NY 12401. Purpose:
Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon
which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
McNevin and Son Construction, LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on 06/17/2020. Office:
Greene County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the
LLC, 423 Cauterskill Ave Catskill, NY 12414.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of NORTH RIVER DESIGN
BUILD LLC Arts. of Org. filed with the Sect’y of
State of NY (SSNY) on 1/29/2020. Office location, County of Ulster. SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, PO Box 720, Stone Ridge, NY 12484.
Purpose: any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
SAN GIOVANNI & ASSOCIATES LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/17/20.
Office in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to c/o Joseph Sangi, Sr., 106 West
Chestnut St., Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a Limited Liability
Company (LLC): The name of the LLC is: WOODSTOCK HAULING LLC. Articles of Organization
were filed with the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) office on: 05/05/20. The County in
which the Office is to be located: ULSTER. The
SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served. The address to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC is: 305 HURLEY AVE
APT 19F KINGSTON NY 12401. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
RRD Lawn & Landscape LLC. Filed 1/27/20.
Office: Ulster Co. SSNY desig. as agent for process & shall mail to: Ryan Drosdowich, 10 Mountain View Pl N, New Paltz, NY 12561. Purpose:
General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): The Board Mechanic, LLC Articles
of Organization were filed with the Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on March 9, 2020.
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to: The Board Mechanic, LLC
P.O. Box 440 Gardiner, NY 12525. Purpose: Any
lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Tributary Data LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed with the
SSNY on 4/24/20. Office: Ulster County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of TRS OTHER CO., LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 05/15/20. Office location: Ulster
County. Princ. office of LLC: 451 Scarawan Rd.,
Stone Ridge, NY 12484. SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the LLC at
the addr. of its princ. office. Purpose: Any lawful
activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
NUTRITION-WISE, PLLC
NOTICE is given of the formation of NUTRITION-WISE, PLLC, a professional limited liability
company, by the filing of Articles of Organization
with the Secretary of State of the State of New
York on June 10, 2020. The office of the PLLC
is located in Ulster County, New York. The Secretary of State has been designated as agent
of the company upon whom process may be
served. The Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the company served upon
him to NUTRITION-WISE, PLLC, 231 Main Street,
New Paltz, New York 12561. The purpose of the
PLLC is to engage in any lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
“Pratham Peeth Publications” LLC. AOI filed
with the SSNY on 5/7/20 Office: Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 58 Mt Airy
Rd, Saugerties, NY 12477. Purpose: any lawful
purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Kingston Residential
Property Holdings, LLC (the “LLC”). Arts. of Org.
filed with the Secretary of State of New York
(“SSNY”) on March 4, 2020. Office Location:
Ulster County. SSNY is designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail a copy to: 31 Gill Street,
Kingston, New York 12401. Purpose: any lawful
activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of ride on time taxi
service LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on
02/13/2020 office location Ulster SSNY desg.
as agent of LLC upon whom process against it

15, 2020
28 | July
Hudson Valley One
may be served SSNY mail process to 591 Rt
44/55 Highland N.Y. 12528

Ulster Publishing
Real Estate Development

LEGAL NOTICE
Rock Haven Stone LLC. Filed 2/20/20. Office:
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. as agent for process &
shall mail to: 12 Upper Cherrytown Rd Apt A, Kerhonkson, NY 12446. Registered Agent: United
States Corporation Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave
Ste 202, Bklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
12 NEHER STREET LLC Art. Of Org. Filed Sec.
of State of NY 3/18/20. Off. Loc. : Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY to mail copy
of process to the LLC, 50 N 1ST St., Apt. 6C.,
Brooklyn, NY 11249. Purpose: Any lawful act or
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Sahler Mill Farm, LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 5/11/2020. Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall mail process to
46 N. Chestnut St., New Paltz, NY 12561. General Purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
208 BDWY LLC Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. of State
of NY 3/26/20. Off. Loc.: Ulster Co. SSNY designated as agent upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY to mail copy of process to
the LLC, P.O. Box 1206, Port Ewen, NY 12466.
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Thebkeepers, LLC, Arts of Org. filed with Sec.
of State of NY (SSNY) 2/10/2020. Cty: Ulster.
SSNY desig. as agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall mail process to
45 Mary Ave., Lake Katrine, NY 12499. General
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 35 LR, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/09/20. Office location: Ulster
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to Richard M. Hoffman, c/o
Friedman Kaplan Seiler & Adelman, 7 Times Sq.,
(28th Fl.), NY, NY 10036. Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
WilsonPlunkett LLC. Filed 12/23/19. Office:
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. as agent for process &
shall mail to: 6 Joys Ln, Kingston, NY 12401.
Registered Agent: United States Corporation
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave Ste 202, Bklyn, NY
11228. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Yellow Bench LLC. Filed 11/8/19. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY designated as agent for process
& shall mail to: Taylor & Company Cpa, 239 Us
Hwy 24 Po Box 429, Buena Vista, CO 81211.
Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
OPEN-HEARTED LACTATION, LLC Articles of
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/4/2020.
Office in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 17 Carroll St., Tillson, NY 12486,
which is also the principal business location. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Bearded Boys BBQ LLC. Filed 2/24/20. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY designated as agent for
process & shall mail to: 1314 Burlingham Rd
Pine Bush, NY 12566. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Kevin’s Property Management LLC Art. of Org.
filed with the SSNY on 3/10/2020. Office: Ulster
County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, c/o
Kieran M. Lalor, Esq. 2537 Rt 52, Hopewell Junction, NY 12533. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Law Office of Antony
M. Eminowicz PLLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of
State (SSNY) 6/9/20. Office location: Ulster
Co. SSNY designated as agent of PLLC upon
whom process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 93 Wall St, Kingston, NY
12401. Purpose: practice the profession of Law.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Moca Properties LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 6/4/20. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: c/o Venable LLP, Attn: Ani Hovanessian Esq., 1270 Ave of the Americas, 24th
Fl, NY, NY 10020. Purpose: any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
William Cafiero Properties LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with the SSNY on 12/22/2005. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 521
County Route 6, High Falls, NY 12440. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Vieira Trucking & Landworks, LLC
Notice of Formation of Vieira Trucking & Landworks, LLC, a Limited Liability Company (“LLC”),
Art. Of Org. filed with the Sec. of State of N.Y.,
on 05/29/2020; the office location of the LLC
is 202 New Salem Road, Kingston, New York
12401, Ulster County; the SSNY has been designated as Agent of the LLC, upon whom process
against it may be served: the SSNY shall mail a
copy of any process to the LLC. Purpose of the
business is to engage in any lawful activities.
LEGAL NOTICE
BCR CONTRACTING, LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/25/2020. Office in
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process to
600 Swartekill Rd., New Paltz, NY 12561, which
is also the principal business location. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
EXPRESS LATINOS, LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/5/2020. Office in
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process
to 686 Broadway, Kingston, NY 12401, which
is also the principal business location. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualification of FAIR WARNING ART,
LLC Appl. for Auth. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 05/26/20. Office location: Ulster County. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on
05/18/20. Princ. office of LLC: 1158 Berme Rd.,
Kerhonkson, NY 12446. SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the LLC at
the princ. office of the LLC. DE addr. of LLC: 251
Little Falls Dr., Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert. of
Form. filed with DE Secy. of State, 401 Federal
St., #4, Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: Art business.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of HRH Development LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on
2/13/20 . Office location: Ulster County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to Steven Morris, 675 Cooper
Lake Road, Bearsville, NY 12409. Purpose:

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
FIRST: The name of the Limited Liability Company is Grange Upstate, LLC (hereinafter referred to as the “Company”)
SECOND: The Articles of Organization of the
Company were filed with the Secretary of State
on February 5, 2020.
THIRD: The County within the State of New
York in which the office of the Company is located is Greene.
FOURTH: The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent upon whom process against
the Company may be served. The post office address to which the Secretary of State shall mail
process is P.O. Box 1328, Hudson, NY 12534.
FIFTH: The Company is organized for all lawful purposes, and to do any and all things necessary, convenient, or incidental to that purpose.
Dated: February 28, 2020
FREEMAN HOWARD, P.C.
441 East Allen Street
P.O. Box 1328
Hudson, New York 12534
LEGAL NOTICE
Hudson Valley River Retreat LLC. Filed
2/6/20. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY designated as
agent for process & shall mail to: Margaret Mak,
33 Gibbons Ln, New Paltz, NY 12561. Purpose:
General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Hurley Avenue LLC. Filed 5/13/20. Office:
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. as agent for process
& shall mail to: 150 Hurley Ave, Kingston, NY
12401. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
JDGM Enterprises, LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 1/15/2020. Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall mail process to 116
Fairway Dr., Hurley, NY 12443. General Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
4EVER GREEN LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 02/20/2020. Office loc: Ulster County.
SSNY has been designated as agent upon whom
process against the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: Kevin Flood, 612 Broadway, Kingston, NY 12401. Reg Agent: Joanne
Flood, 5 Arnold Drive, Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 703 OpCo LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/23/20. Office location: Ulster
County. Princ. office of LLC: 863 County Rd. 2,
Accord, NY 12404. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to Jeremy Rubman, c/o 703 Advisors at the princ. office of the
LLC. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of A WILLIAM WEINIG
FILM LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/30/20. Office location: Ulster
County. Princ. office of LLC: 10 Grandview Ave.,
Pleasantville, NY 10570. SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to c/o Lynn
Weinig, Esq. at the princ. office of the LLC. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): AIDEN INDUSTRIES LLC. Articles
of Organization were filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on 06/04/2020.
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to: Sloan A. Hoffstatter, 2779
Route 209, Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: Any
lawful acts or activities including but not limited
to automotive repair. Latest date upon which LLC
is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
AUTUMN ROSE ASSOCIATES LLC Articles of
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 11/1/18.
Office in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 161 South Rd., Ruby, NY 12475. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
CARLA ROZMAN GRAPHIC DESIGN, LLC Art.
Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of NY 01/27/2020.
Off. Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY designated as agent
upon whom process against it may be served.
SSNY to mail copy of process to The LLC, 17
John Street, Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
CRL WELLNESS, LLC, a domestic LLC, filled
with SSNY on 5/21/20. Office Location: Ulster
County. SSNY is designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against the it may be
served. SSNY shall mail a copy process to: Chel-

sea Landolfa, 9 Bud St., New Paltz, NY 12561.
General Purposes
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of HIGH FALL BARNS LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/22/20. Office location: Ulster
County. Princ. office of LLC: 1001 Fifth Ave., NY,
NY 10017. SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to Philip J. Michaels,
c/o Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP, 1301 Ave.
of the Americas, NY, NY 10019. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of qualification of Leafs 2 Management, LLC. Authority filed w/ Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 10/30/19. Organized in Alaska
on 8/6/19. NY Off. loc.: Ulster Cnty. SSNY
designated as agent upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 200 W.
34th Ave. #977, Anchorage, AK 99503, which
is also the address to be maintained in Alaska.
Arts. of Org. filed w/ Alaska Sec. of State, PO
Box 110806, Juneau, AK 99811. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
MAGOSA WOODWORKS LLC Articles of Org.
filed NY Sec of State (NYSS) 6/5/2020. Office
in Greene Co. SSNY designated agent of LLC
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 4985 Route 32, Catskill, NY 12414.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): MOUNT SINAI OLIVE OIL LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on 6/22/2020.
Office location: 33 Rustic Road, Big Indian, NY,
Ulster County. The Secretary of the State of New
York has been designated as agent of MOUNT
SINAI OLIVE OIL LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. Secretary of State of New York
shall mail a copy of process to: MOUNT SINAI
OLIVE OIL LLC, 33 Rustic Road, Big Indian, NY
12410. The purpose of the LLC is for any lawful
acts or activities. There is no date upon which
the LLC is to dissolve.
LEGAL NOTICE
Stars And Stripes Lawn Service L.L.C. Filed
5/14/20. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY desig. as
agent for process & shall mail to: c/o Eric Agunzo, 37 Mulberry Ln, Milton, NY 12547. Purpose:
General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): Serenity Lifestyle LLC Articles of Organization were filed with the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on June 16, 2020. Office
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy
of process to: Serenity Lifestyle LLC 1085 State
Route 28A West Hurley, NY 12491. Purpose:
Any lawful acts or activities.
LEGAL NOTICE
3497 HOSPITALITY GROUP LLC
Notice of formation of Limited Liability Company, (“LLC”), Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of NY (“SSNY”) on July 10,
2020. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of any such process served to c/o
River Link Hotels, 300 Westage Center Drive,
Suite 390, Fishkill, New York 12524. Purpose:
to engage in any act or activity for which a LLC
may be organized under the NY LLC Law.
LEGAL NOTICE
Aurum Property Holdings, LLC (known in Delaware as Plank Road, LLC) Appl. For Auth. filed
with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) on 7/2/20.
Office location: Ulster. LLC formed in Delaware
(DE) on 1/21/2020. SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: c/o Kevin Schwartz, 475 Fifth Avenue, 7th Fl., NY, NY
10017. DE addr. of the LLC: c/o The Corporation Trust Company, 1209 Orange Street, Wilmington, DE 10801. Cert. of Form. Filed with Secy
of State of the State of DE, Div of Corps., 401
Federal St., Ste. 4, Dover DE 19901. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): Cuore Consulting LLC. Articles of
Organization were filed with the Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on July 7, 2020. Office
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy
of process to: Cuore Consulting LLC, 27 Harding
Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon which LLC
is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): Big Green Farms LLC. Articles of
Organization were filed with the Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on 06/29/20. Office
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy
of process to: Big Green Farms LLC, 677 Sawkill
Road, Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: Any lawful
acts or activities. Latest date upon which LLC is
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the fiscal
affairs of the Woodstock Fire District for the period beginning Jan. 1, 2019 and ending Dec. 31,
2019 have been examined by an independent
public accountant and that the report of the external audit by the independent public accountant
and the management letter prepared in conjunction there with have been filed in my office where
it is available as a public record for inspection by
all interested persons. Pursuant to Section 35 of
the General Municipal Law and Section 181-b of
the Town Law, the Board of Fire Commissioners
of the Woodstock Fire District may, in its discretion, prepare a written response to the report of
external audit or management letter by indepen-

dent public accountant within ninety days and
file any such response in my office as a public
record for inspection by all interested persons.
Dated: July 8, 2020
By Order of the Woodstock Board of Fire
Commissioners Town of Woodstock, County
of Ulster, State of NY Judy Peters, Fire District
Secretary/Treasurer
LEGAL NOTICE
Giant Metrix, LLC, a domestic LLC, filed with
the SSNY on 06/23/20.
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY is designated as agent upon whom process against the
LLC may be served. SSNY shall mail process to
The LLC, 70 Bottling Works Road, Pinebush, NY
12566. General Purposes. Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Saugerties Town Planning Board will meet on Tuesday, JULY 21, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. via a virtual
meeting using WEBEX by Cisco, the participation
link will be available upon written request to the
Planning Board Secretary, Becky Bertorelli, via
email: Bbertorelli@saugertiesny.gov. The Board
will continue the PUBLIC HEARING for a SITE
PLAN AMENDMENT on land located at 1740
Route 212 (SBL#27.2-8-33) and owned by Kiniry
West LLC.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWN OF
SAUGERTIES PLANNING BOARD
C. HOWARD POST, CHAIRMAN
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): Liberty Learning, LLC.. Articles of Organization were filed with the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on 07/08/2020. Office
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy
of process to: Elizabeth Nielson & 203 Reynolds
Rd, Woodstock, NY 12498. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon which LLC
is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING
The Town of Saugerties Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a CONTINUED Public Hearing at
7 pm on August 3, 2020 for the purpose of discussing and getting public input on an application
by Tarpon Towers II, LLC and Cell-co Partnership
D/B/A Verizon Wireless to install and operate a
new communications facility on the property of
Mt. Marion Fire Department, 766 Kings Highway,
Saugerties NY.
Purpose of Hearing
Tarpon Towers II has proposed installation
of a 120-foot tall monopole tower and related
antennae on the site of the Mt. Marion Fire
Department to enhance wireless service in
the area. The Town of Saugerties Zoning Law
requires the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) to
decide whether the Zoning Law applies to projects
located on the lands of another governmental
entity, such as the Fire Department. The ZBA
must consider the “balance of interests” between
the Town and the Fire Department in accord with
factors established by the New York State Court
of Appeals in the case of Matter of Monroe v.
City of Rochester, 72 N.Y. 2d 338. The ZBA will
also consider the appropriateness of use and
area variances should it be determined that the
proposed action is subject to the Zoning Law.
The ZBA will consider the nine factors set
forth in the Monroe case, as they relate to the
proposed tower and will also consider a finding
that the proposed tower is immune from the provisions of the Town of Saugerties Zoning Law;
therefore, no variances are required nor are any
referrals to other agencies except the DEC. This
public hearing is being continued from July 6 to
consider any comments from interested citizens
regarding this proposed action.
The August 3 meeting will be held remotely.
Login information will be provided on the Town of
Saugerties website. Written comments may be
sent by July 24 to the ZBA at Town Hall, 4 High
Street, Saugerties, NY 12477 or by email by July
29 to kfreeman@saugertiesny.gov.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed proposals
for RFP-UC20-035 DESIGN SERVICES FOR FOUR
ULSTER COUNTY ROAD STREAM CROSSINGS
will be received on or before Friday, August
7, 2020 at 4:00 PM at the Ulster County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair Street, 3rd Floor,
Kingston, NY. Specifications and conditions may
be obtained at the above address or on our website at www.co.ulster.ny.us/purchasing.
Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchasing
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed proposals for RFP-UC20-036 ULSTER COUNTY
OPIOID DISORDER HIGH RISK MITIGATION
PROGRAM will be received on or before Monday, August 10, 2020 at 4:00 PM at the Ulster County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair
Street, 3rd Floor, Kingston, NY. Specifications
and conditions may be obtained at the above address or on our website at www.co.ulster.ny.us/
purchasing
Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchasing
LEGAL NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE the Woodstock Board
of Fire Commissioners, Town of Woodstock, Ulster County, New York, has authorized the use
of funds from the Truck Capital Reserve Fund in
an amount not to exceed $525,000 to purchase
one (1) 2020 E-One Cyclone Custom Stainless
Steel Rescue Pumper.
The authorization on 07/09/2020 is subject
to a permissive referendum and will take effect
in 30 days unless the District residents file a petition with the District Secretary. This petition
must be signed by resident taxpayers owning
taxable real property constituting of at least one
quarter of the assessed valuation of all taxable
real property of the Fire District.
Dated: July 10, 2020
By Order of the Woodstock Board of Fire Commissioners
Judy Peters, District Secretary
Office: 845-679-9955
jpeters@woodstockfiredept.org
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Help Wanted

NEW PALTZ STUDENT NEEDED to assist elderly woman with gardening, housekeeping, clearing out basement & other
muscular jobs. 5 hours/week, $12.50/hr.
Respond to ggail4660@gmail.com w/specific availability & cell phone number.

EXEC. DIRECTOR
PINE HILL
COMMUNITY CENTER

:HOOHVWDEOLVKHGQRQSURȴWFHQWHULQ
&HQWUDO&DWVNLOOVQHHGVQHZGLUHFWRU
Passionate about bringing people
WRJHWKHUDQGKDYHH[SHULHQFH
managing a budget and
DVPDOOVWD"
3OHDVHDSSO\)XOOMREGHVFULSWLRQDW
pinehillcommunitycenter.org
EXPERIENCED STAIR & RAILING FABRICATOR. Must be able to read blueprints
& field measure. Call Monday-Friday, 7
a.m.-3 p.m. 845-255-5710.
HOUSEKEEPER/CARETAKER;
Your
own adorable cottage, rent free. All you pay
for is electric & heat. Impeccable references,
housekeeping skills. 15 hours/week. Small
salary in addition to cottage. Couple OK.
Shandaken. 845-688-5062.

220

Instruction

TULLIN RANCH- Horseback Riding,
Boarding and Events. Specializing in the
Young Horse and Rider. Tammy Bradley,
Owner-Trainer. Tullinranch.com 1480 Rt.
32, Saugerties. 845-481-4321 or cell: 845901-2993. tullinranch@gmail.com

225

Party Planning/
Catering

Entertainment

TULLIN RANCH- Horseback Riding,
Boarding and Events. Specializing in the
Young Horse and Rider. Tammy Bradley,
Owner-Trainer. Tullinranch.com 1480 Rt.
32, Saugerties. 845-481-4321 or cell: 845901-2993. tullinranch@gmail.com

300

350

Commercial
Listings for Sale

Fully licensed and reputable Ulster County
Electric Services Business FOR SALE.
Owner retiring to spend more time w/family and traveling. Great opportunity for licensed electrician or existing contracting
company to take over this sustainable and
thriving business. The company has been
providing electrical services to residential/
commercial clients in the Mid-Hudson region for over 30 years & currently has over
3,000 active clients. The technical team is
comprised of a master electrician, journeyman, and apprentices who have been w/
the company an average of 10-20 years. The
company experienced 15% growth for the
last three years and is expected to exceed
$1.3 million in revenues in 2018. Facilities
include office, owned by the principal owner of the business and available for sale or
long-term lease agreement. Owner is also
available to stay w/business for up to one
year to assist during the transition period,
but terms are negotiable. Some owner financing could also be available to qualified
buyer. e-mail: wmnegron3@gmail.com or
call 845-430-3073.

380

Garage/
Workspace/
Storage

ASHOKAN
STORE-IT
Ask About Our
Long Term Storage Discount

5x10 $40
10x15 $90

5x15 $50 10x10 $70
10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504
1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly
Rentals. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan,
Green (pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented),
Red & Blue Handicap Accessible. (We
also have a few w/sinks). Great for Construction/Building Sites, Sporting Events,
Concerts, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor
Weddings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party
Events, etc. Call 845-658-8766, 845-4176461 or 845-706-7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

260
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CLASSIC VILLAGE HOME: 2-BR, 1.5 B,
Charming Classic House in Village. 3 minute walk to Village Green, shops, restaurants. Corner property at Neher St. & Hillcrest Ave., very private, mature landscape,
great sun. Separate Studio Bldg w/AC, attached 2-car garage w/storage loft. Generous screened porch, bright large EIK,
WBFP, hardwood floors throughout. Wood
lined closets. Newly waterproofed 1/2 basement. Solidly built with quality mechanicals. Town water and sewer. Pre-qualified
buyers only. Close by Sept 1, 2020. PHONE
INQUIRIES ONLY 646.413.9895. NO
BROKERS.

430

New Paltz
Rentals

Students/Working grads: 5-BR APT. for
rent at 26 South Oakwood Terrace. Price
now reduced to $600/r/m, includes everything except wifi/cable. Year lease from now
til 5/23/21. Subletting permitted. Email me
at dietzrentals@hvc.rr.com for more info
and appt to see.

New Paltz:
Southside
Terrace
Apartments
Year round and other
lease terms to suit
your needs available!
Free use of the:
Recreation Room, Pool, New Fitness
Center & much more!
We are now open Saturdays 10am-2pm
SPECIAL!
Receive a $100 gift card if you
move in no later than April 1, 2020
with a 1-year lease

Call 845-255-7205
for more information
Sunny Two Room Apartment w/sitting
room, closet in old Victorian residence in
residential area. Walk to campus, Water St.,
Rail Trail, dining. $750/month includes gas,
electricity, water, internet, laundry. Private
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to place an ad:
contact
telephone

Call 334-8200. Hours: MWThF 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.

e-mail

classifieds@hudsonvalleyone.com

website

classifieds.hudsonvalleyone.com/place-a-classified-ad

fax

Our fax-machine number is 845-334-8809 (include credit card #)

drop-off

322 Wall St., Kingston.

deadlines
phone, mail

The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m.

rates
weekly

$20 for 30 words; 20 cents for each additional word.

special
deals

$72 for four weeks (30 words); $225 for 13 weeks; $425 for 26
weeks; 800 for a year; each additional word after 30 is 20 cents per
word per week. Future credit given for cancellations, no refunds.

policy
errors
payment

Proofread before submitting. No refunds will be given, but credit will
be extended toward future ads if we are responsible for any error.
Prepay with cash, check, Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

reach
print

Hudson Valley One’s classified ads are distributed throughout the
region. Over 15,000 copies printed.

web

Hudson Valley One’s classified ads also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com,
our site with more than 2.6 million unique visitors per year.

entrance, private bathroom. Avail 8/1. john.
littonny@gmail.com for info.
STUDIO w/Separate Bedroom. Suitable
for 1 person. Private house, garden. $750/
month with utilities. 2 miles from town.
Security required. No pets or smoking. 917974-4436.

NEW PALTZ GARDENS
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts.
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.
3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171

Woodstock/West
Hurley Rentals

$825/month; Newly renovated GUEST
COTTAGE in BEARSVILLE. Large windows, brand new bathroom, kitchen. Wonderful grounds. On a private lane. Walking
distance to Cub Market. Call 845-417-5282.

540

Rentals to Share

Housemate Wanted! We are looking for a
fabulous housemate to share our Victorian
Home in High Falls. Share our garden, enjoy the peaceful area. Private room, shared
kitchen and bath. No smoking Please!
$625/month. kristamarshall22@gmail.
com

601

Portable Toilet
Rentals

TLK

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming,
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood for
Sale. (845)255-7259. Residential, Municipalities.

FULLY INSURED

LAWLESS
TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING

SOUTHSIDE TERRACE APARTMENTS
offers semester leases for FALL 2020 and
Short-Term for the Summer! Furnished
studios, one & two bedrooms, includes heat
& hot water. Recreation facilities. Walking
distance to campus and town. 845-2557205.

470

603

Tree Services

LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766 | 845-417-6461 | 845-706-7197

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com
We e k e n d s • We e k ly • M o n th l y

ALLEN
LAWLESS • 845-247-2838
SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK
CELL.: 845-399-9659

615

Hunting/Fishing
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. Transfers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90
Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

695

Professional
Services

*Jessica Rice*; Beautiful Images Hair Salon, 123 Boices Lane, Kingston. Hair- 845383-1852; www.beautifulimageshairsalon.
com Makeup- 845-309-6860; www.jessicamitzi.com

700

Personal &
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, Strongman, Olympic Lifting Equipped* *9000
sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of turf.
Group Training Sessions - Registered Dietician - Youth Programs - Personal Training.

Help keep local
journalism strong
The business of media is changing,
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked
journalism is needed now more than ever.
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster
Publishing

hv1
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Kaatsbaan summer
festival
The Kaatsbaan Cultural Park in Tivoli will present a summer festival August 1 through September 27 (weekends only) with performances of dance
and art to celebrate its local community
and artistic communities. With over 40
dance artists and outdoor art and film
installations, the summer festival will
take place outside following social distancing and safety protocols on Kaatsbaan’s 153 acres.
This summer festival is a direct
response to both the violence inflicted
120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call Today
845-853-8189.

702

Organizing/
Decorating/
Reﬁnishing

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER/HOUSEKEEPER. Help w/everyday problems, special projects; clutter, paperwork, moving,
gardening & personal assistant. Affordable.
Fully Insured, Confidentiality Assured.
MargotMolnar.com; Masters Psychology,
former CEO, Certified Hospice Volunteer.
margotmolnar1@gmail.com
(845)6796242.

upon the global black community and
to the needs of the many unemployed
artists. It will also provide a means for
local economic recovery. In a period of
social unrest, the Kaatsbaan summer
festival will be dedicated to action, healing, beauty and harmony that dance and
related arts can inspire.
Kaatsbaan’s outdoor summer festival
will also be presented on the organization’s social media platforms and YouTube channel, as well as on participating
artist’s social media for worldwide access
and inclusion. Digital content from the
summer festival will be made available
weekly on Kaatsbaan social-media

platforms.
Advanced registration is required to
attend the summer festival in person, as
there are a limited number of reserved
spots for each performance. The festival
will follow all New York State safety mandates and protocols, including temperature checks, mask wearing, and physical
distancing. For additional information,
visit, www.kaatsbaan.org.

woodwork, repairs, etc. Also maintenance,
management and pre-sale consultation.
Quick response 917-364-2157.

scented), pink (rose-scented), red & blue
handicap accessible. (We also have a few w/
sinks). Great for Construction/Building
Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Campsites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. Call
845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-7067197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

Insured Painter and Powerwasher. References Available. Works alone and Covid
Protocol is a must. Contact Matthew 845217-5127.

Interiors & Remodeling Inc
s
’
d
e
T From Walls to Floors,

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal,
Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors
and property managers for 20 years. One
call, it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts.
845-247-7365. GarysHauling.com

Ceilings to Doors,
Decks, Siding,
Additions & More

FINE HOUSE PAINTING
— 15 Years experience —

Free estimates • Reasonable rates

PABLO SHINE

845-532-6587 • pabloshine@gmail.com
QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980
• Int. & Ext. Painting

Reliable, dependable & insured

845-591-8812

ning actor and singer-songwriter Jeff
Daniels on Sunday, July 26 at 7 p.m.
The concert will include Daniel’s original songs and personal stories from his
stage and movie career that only he can
tell.
Stick around for a 15-to-30-minute
audience Q&A following the show. The
questions submitted will be reviewed,
with some then passed along to Daniels
for reply.
Only ticket buyers will be able to
access the live stream. Tickets are $15
and can be purchased at https://www.
crowdcast.io/e/jeffdanielstownecrierjuly26/register.
679-0339 to make an appointment to meet
your new love! Saugerties Animal Shelter1765 NY-212, Saugerties, NY 12477. (SAS is
located behind the transfer station.)

960

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT?
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or outbuilding? Would you like to consider having
feral cats? You can help cats in need who
will help keep your barn, etc. free of rodents.
The cats will be neutered/spayed and up to
date w/shots. Please call the Woodstock
Feral Cat Project at 347-258-2725.

tedsinteriors@gmail.com
HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry,
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting,
Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small
jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates.
References available. (845)616-7470.

760

Gardening/
Landscaping

Pet Care

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits
for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392
LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

• Sheetrock &
Plaster Repair

Cleaning Services

• Free Estimates

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845658-2073.

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offices • Insured & Bonded

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713
or (845) 679-8932
MAID IN AMERICA. Maintenance cleaning of homes & offices. Weekly/every other
week. Attentive to detail. Many years experience and excellent local references. Best to
call between 9 a.m.-10 p.m. (845)514-2510.
PRECISION CLEANING. Covid 19 Sterilization/OSHA Guidelines. Commercial,
Residential, Medical Schools, Rentals. All
services offered. Green/EPA approved. Flexible schedule. 7 day service. Insured. Free
estimates. 845-235-6701.

717

The Towne Crier is presenting a
live-streamed show with award-win-

HANDYALL SERVICES:
*Carpentry,
*Plumbing, *Electrical, *Painting, *Excavating & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. Trees cut.
Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

• Power Washing

715

Towne Crier
show July 26

.

710

Art Services

Ulster Publishing

Caretaking/Home
Management

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,
All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured
Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig

845-331-4966/249-8668
Visit my website: Haberwash.com
www.facebook.com/Haberwash
NYS DOT T-12467

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery
• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Plumbing,
Heating, AC &
Electric

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.
www.stoneridgeelectric.com

• Standby Generators • LED Lighting
• Service Upgrades

• Landscape Lighting

• Emergency Service • Wiring for Pools
Available
& Spas

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen
mounting, light hauling/delivery, cleanouts. Second home caretaking. All small/
medium jobs considered. Versatile, trustworthy, creative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix
It. 845-616-7999.
English Handyman, mature, friendly, experienced, reliable, educated. Painting,

Landscaping & Excavation
Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,
Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.
Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

999
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Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

H Z Emergency Generators U \
LICENSED
331-4227
INSURED

740

Building Services

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals.
We have Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pine-

Animals

Look who’s being cared for at Saugerties
Animal Shelter! We have such loving adult
cats & kittens just waiting to become part of
your family. ROSE: 2-year old beautiful
peach color short hair cat girl. ROSE celebrated Mothers Day w/her five kittens,
who’ll be available for adoption soon. Please
put your applications in at www.saugertiesanimalshelter.com Remember: 2 kittens
aren’t twice as much fun as 1 kitten; they’re
10 times the fun! Also- They’ll always have
each other as company. And- you will receive twice the love! If you’re interested in
adopting a kitten, this is a perfect time to
meet the adorable, lively kittens at Saugerties Animal Shelter. Kitten season is almost all year long!! Teenage kittens are between 10-14 months old. That time-frame
can vary as each kitten is an individual. We
will have puppies very soon! Put in your
application at www.saugertiesanimalshelter.com. The puppies are mixed breed and
average 30-50 pounds when adult; mostly
blond colored. We will call you when the
puppies are available. These are the Adult
Dogs available for adoption. MOLLY: super
sweet, spayed, 7-year old Pittie Lab girl.
She’s good w/larger dogs but no cats, please.
Molly’s tail never stops wagging. VERA:
about 2-years old & a beautiful pitty mix.
She must be an only pet. She wants to love
only you! Since we care about everyone’s
safety, especially during this health crisis,
the shelter is open by appointment only. Appointments are available for Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. Please call 845-

Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks regardless of condition. Junk cars removed.
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

William (845) 401-6637

950
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Paramount
Earthworks

Incorporated 1985

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253

Painting/Odd
Jobs

Check us out
on Facebook!

Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured • ritaccopainting.com

Hudson Valley One
in print & on-line

Connect
to your community.
Web only $35 for the year
Print only $45 for the year (in Ulster County)
$55 (out of Ulster County)
Print + web $60 (in county)
$70 (out of county)

__________________________________________
NAME:
_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:
_________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
_________________________________________________________________
EMAIL
_________________________________________________________________
PHONE

Send to HV1, PO Box 3329,
Kingston, NY 12402
Call: (845) 334-8200
go online to:
hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe
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A time to buy?
The data doesn’t
yet support the
contention that the
market for Hudson
Valley real estate is
about to shift gears
by Geddy Sveikauskas

W

hat a half-year
it’s been for the
Hudson
Valley
economy! To say it’s
been an unusual six
months is surely an
understatement. With record low unemployment, a booming stock market
and manageable inflation, the first couple of months seemed to indicate continued clear sailing for the prolonged
period of overall prosperity.
But then what seemed at first but a
sudden squall turned into an economic
hurricane, causing catastrophic damage.
The pandemic brought the entire economy to an abrupt halt. Demand in many
industries collapsed. The unemployment
rate rose precipitously to its highest point
in 80 years.
Since then, the Hudson Valley has
been trying to dig itself out of the hole.
It’s become increasingly clear that the
new normal, whatever that turns out to
be, will be radically different than the
old normal which many had expected to
return. Entrepreneurs started combing
through the economic ashes for embers
that still had a spark to them. And most
of those furloughed from the labor force
discovered that their previous jobs didn’t
exist any more.

same period last year. The median price
of sold residential properties increased
to $274,750 this year from $235,000 –
a robust 16.7 percent year-to-year hike.
Despite the precipitous drop in the number of transactions, moreover, total sales
volume for the most recent quarter were

to Hudson Valley real estate?
In the second quarter of 2020, figures
derived from Multiple Listing Service
of Ulster County data show that the
number of single-family homes changing
hands in Ulster County decreased to 282
transactions from the 392 reported in the

Change beneath the surface
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310 COLE HOLLOW ROAD
Blenheim, NY 12194

The market for residential real estate, adjusted as it always has to be for
geographic considerations, mirrored the
larger picture. Rolling along in January
and February, the Hudson Valley marketplace for real estate froze in place with the
arrival of the pandemic in March, with
much of the residual activity reflecting
the completion of pending transactions.
Beneath the surface, however, change
was taking place. Certain demographic
characteristics – more gig workers, more
knowledge work done off-worksite, the
expansion of virtual communications, a
greater amount of office space needed
per worker – that had assumed new
importance seemed likely to continue
whatever underpinnings the economic
recovery developed. How would these
shifts change buying habits when it came

COUNTRY CHIC at its best is the perfect way to describe this
turn-key Saltbox home. Located on 25 very PRIVATE and
accessible acres with views, beautiful woods with trails,
perennials and a lovely herb garden will be sure to make this
location something everyone would yearn for. Home is
certainly impeccable and has many great features such as
exposed beams, wood stoves, kitchen with a soapstone sink
& counter, wood floors, screened in porch, and large family
room with radiant heat and another wood stove. Master
bedroom has a fireplace, more beautiful wood floor and a
bathroom just down the hall. Small heated pole barn, shed,
attached two car garage, full dry basement, plenty of
storage space, and some great new upgrades such as a NEW
FURNACE, NEW hot water heater & new water purifier. The list
goes on and available upon request. Located less that 3 HRS
from the GWB for an easy getaway. Come to the Catskills and
see what everyone has been raving about!
MLS

126930

Offered at:

$375,000

Christine C. O'Shaughnessy
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

607-287-0424

CELL

Christine@TimberlandProperties.net

With this program, you get competitive rates, low closing
costs and superior customer service. You may qualify for
this program if you haven’t owned a home in the last
TWO years. Decisions are made locally, and your mortgage will be serviced by Sawyer Savings Bank. With this
Exclusive product, there are no government hoops to
jump through. Just move right into your new home.
Call Patti Riozzi, NMLS# 649009 loan ofﬁcer,
at 845-217-6070 to Learn More!!!

SUMMER
IS HERE
and the market is hot,
but inventory of houses
is low. We’re looking for
listings in the Pine Bush,
New Paltz, Gardiner and surrounding
areas. If you’re interested in getting your
house on the market, give me a call!

The Wolf Team Catskills

LISA COZZOLINO
cell: 845-532-9149

lisacozzolino55@gmail.com
61A Main St.
Pine Bush, NY 12566
/FÚCE  

15 Taylor St., Kingston NY 12401

at Keller Williams Hudson Valley North’s PICK OF THE WEEK
Custom Built Log Home | Parksville NY | 54 Acres $1,250,000

Ofﬁce Direct:
1-833-WOLF-DEN

&AX  

Pay off your home in 10 years or less and save!

REFINANCE

FREE GIFT—$250

WITH OUR

LOWEST

RATES

EVER

2.79% 2.99%
RATE

in GreeneReward Points
good for merchandise,
travel and more!**

APR*

Lock in our lowest ﬁxed rate ever. And get cash out too!
Apply and close at any nearby branch. Or call our Lending Center:

518-943-1424
LIMITED TIME OFFER!

www.tbogc.com

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate.
Promotional rate and offer are effective May 11, 2020. Promotional rate on your loan is offered on the condition that you maintain a checking account so that the payment is deducted. Auto debit is required for promotional rate. No other discounts
apply. No closing costs at account opening except mandatory NYS mortgage tax, appraisal fee and 3/4% origination fee. Minimum loan amount is $50,000. Maximum loan to value of 80%. Rate applies to 1- and 2-family homes, owner occupied. Other
rates and terms are available. The transaction must result in a ﬁrst lien mortgage and cannot be a purchase money mortgage. Payments are $9.56 per thousand for up to 120 monthly payments. Payments do not include taxes and insurance which will increase
payment obligation. Subject to credit approval. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice.
**$250 in GreeneReward points will be added to your enrolled Bank of Greene County Visa® Debit Card within 60 days of closing on your mortgage. No cash substitution. We reserve the right to substitute a gift of similar value. One
gift awarded per closing. Minimum loan amount of $50,000 in new money from the Bank of Greene County is required to obtain reward points offer. Employees of the Bank of Greene County and their immediate families are not eligible.
This offer may be discontinued at any time without notice.
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$97.1 million, within shouting distance
of last year’s $110.7 million for the same
three months.

The shape of the upturn
What’s perhaps most interesting
about the MLS data is how little it tells
us about the future direction of the Ulster
County real-estate market. In this sector
at least, the upturn curve is likely to be
steep and dramatic.
An ever-optimistic crowd, real-estate
brokers are always in a bullish mood
about the prospects for their industry.
They sell more real estate at higher prices
that way. But this time various brokers
in the Hudson Valley and the Catskills

Ulster Publishing
are reporting an almost unprecedented
increase in interest, mostly from clients
in the New York metropolitan area.
This is not just the result of a late spring
thaw. Reports of multiple all-cash offers
at asking prices or even above, people
flipping properties one after another,
and bidding wars where money almost
seems no object are common. For the
moment, it’s a seller’s market.
In order to get a deeper look into
what’s happening in Ulster County, let’s
look at trends in various significant
sub-markets. Spoiler alert, however:
Those looking for drama are going to
be disappointed. In this roller-coaster
marketplace, what’s happening today is

not what was happening as recently as
a couple of months ago.
Since local markets don’t have a sufficient number of transactions to provide
reliable results, we looked at the first
six months of the year of single-family
residential properties rather than at
just the quarter ending at the end of
June. The sub-markets scrutinized were
Kingston, Saugerties (town and village),
Woodstock, Marbletown, and New Paltz
and Gardiner.

Activity in the sub-markets
Kingston was the only local market
where, as in Ulster County as a whole,
the number of completed transactions
this year (73) were lower than in the
same period last year (97), Moreover, the
median sold price in Kingston dropped
from $206,700 last year to $203,000 this
year. It’s unlikely this means that there
isn’t as strong an interest in Kingston as
elsewhere, but that the first-time buyers
that Ulster County’s small city attracts, disproportionately Brooklynites, take a little
longer to get their financial act together.
Saugerties saw a modest increase in
completed transactions from 82 to 90
single-famly properties, and an increase
in median closed price from $202,406
during the first half of last year to
$229,000 this year. At the top end, 30
Saugerties properties sold for $300,
000 or more this year as compared to
16 last year.

Woodstock, where the median house
sells for more than $400,000, has been
a favorite second-home destination for
moneyed Manhattanites for generations. During the first half of 2019, 20
Woodstock homes sold for $500,000 or
more. This year, that number increased
to 25. A total of 56 homes in all changed
ownership, up from 46 last year.
Marbletown is an up-and-coming
community which has some Woodstock-like characteristics but retains
its own distinctive character. Like in
Woodstock, the uptick from a median sales price of $337,000 in 2019 to
$346.250 in 2020 was modest, and again
like Woodstock the number of first-half
transactions in Marbletown increased
(from 27 to 32). The small sample size
leaves the trend statistically unreliable.
Finally, there’s the New Paltz-Gardiner sub-market, which follows the same
pattern as its brethren upscale communities, Marbletown and Woodstock. Once
again, the median sold price bumped
upward from $312,599 to $317,500. And
once again the first-half 2020 closings
exceeded 2019’s, 66 to 59.
Whereas the number of countywide
closings dropped markedly in the pandemic climate, they went in the opposite
direction in the three upscale sub-markets of Woodstock, Marbletown and New
Paltz-Gardiner. But where sales prices
increased by double digits in the county as
a whole, they went up by only two or three
percent in the wealthier communities.

The rumor mill keeps churning
“What’s past is prologue,” says a
Shakespearean character in The Tempest.
The past sets the scene for the future,
but does not determine it. Anecdotal
reports suggest a more dynamic future
for Hudson Valley residential real estate
than the data about the recent past has
indicated. The next two months should
test that hypothesis. Meanwhile, the
rumor mill will rule.
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