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Briefly noted
news of woodstock, new paltz, kingston, saugerties and beyond

P R O V I D E D

The Walkway Over the Hudson at night.

Walkway at night is back

Lloyd | event

D I O N  O G U S T

The fi rst event planned for the History Alliance of Kingston is the 
Hudson Valley History Hunt.

Hudson Valley History Hunt 

Kingston | history

Greene County man 
charged with rape 
after alleged assault 
at Saugerties motel
Saugerties police officers have 

arrested Austin T. Hollister, 21 of Purl-
ing, on the felony charge of forcible 
rape in the first degree.

On August 16 at 3:04 a.m., the Sau-
gerties Police Department respond-
ed to the Wenton Motel in Saugerties 
following a 911 call for a female yelling 
for help. According to police reports, 
witnesses reported hearing a female 
screaming that she was being raped. 
Several motel guests were able to force 
their way into the motel room, allowing 

the female to escape. One witness then 
held the suspect on the ground until he 
was taken into custody by Saugerties 

police officers.
Saugerties police detectives are con-

tinuing their investigation and addi-
tional charges are to be filed. Hollister 
was arraigned in the Town of Saugerties 

T
his Friday, August 21, the Friends of the Walkway 

nonprofit organization will offer the opportunity to en-
joy Hudson Valley views after dark from 212 feet above the 
Hudson River at its first Walkway at Night of 2020. As al-
ways, Walkway members are welcome to attend at no cost. 
Non-members can register for $5. Members have been 

emailed a special discount code to use upon registration providing one 
complimentary admission to Individual members, and up to five compli-
mentary admissions for Family members.

All guests must wear a face covering and commit to following social dis-
tancing best practices. The park will be closed at the middle of the bridge. 
This means there will be no through passage from Poughkeepsie to High-
land and vice versa.

To avoid congestion on the east approach due to construction, the Wash-
ington Street stairs in Poughkeepsie will be closed. Check in on the east 
will take place at the Dutchess Welcome Center. Parking is available at 61 
Parker Avenue. The elevator will be closed during this event.

The History Alliance of Kingston is a new collective dedicated 

to connecting diverse museums and organizations together with a com-
mon goal of bringing local history to life for people of all ages through col-
laborative events and activities. Its first event is the Hudson Valley History 
Hunt, an interactive digital scavenger hunt which challenges participants 
to solve clues for a chance to win an assortment of prizes. 

Organizers will release clues for three monthly hunts this fall; the sec-
ond set will be live from September 15 through October 15 and the third 
from October 15 through November 15. 

Participants who find the location can submit their answer either by 
taking a selfie or photo at the spot and posting it on social media with the 
#hvhistoryhunt tag, or by submitting the photos directly to the History 
Alliance of Kingston at historyallianceofkingston@gmail.com.
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Press release guidelines
Hudson Valley One welcomes 

press releases from its readers. They 
should be submitted by Sunday to 
increase the chance that they will be 
printed in the following week’s paper. 
Please e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at 
deb@hudsonvalleyone.com.

K R I S T E N  A R T Z

DEP Commissioner Vincent Sapienza outside the Ben Nesin Building. 
The photo was taken during the rededication ceremony in March 2019, 
after the rehab project was completed.

Ben Nesin Building at Ashokan 
Reservoir earns LEED Gold Award

Ashokan | environment

Kleinert/James 
Center for the 
Arts reopens

Woodstock | art

Zulma Steele, drop-front desk 
with three iris panels, c.1904, 
Woodstock Byrdcliff e Guild
gift of Elise Glenne and the 
Douglas C. James Charitable 
Trust

justice court and sent to the Ulster 
County Jail in lieu of $10,000 cash bail.

Safety measures slated 
for Old Ford Road 
rail trail crossing
Using $4,050 left over from a 

grant to repair the bridge that conveys 
the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail above 
Forest Glen Road, the Gardiner Town 
Board has approved construction of 
traffic-calming devices on the trail at 
the point where it crosses Old Ford 
Road, near the New Paltz town line. 
Poor sightlines and a tendency for cy-
clists to traverse the intersection at full 
speed have made the spot notoriously 
prone to collisions. A set of farm gates 
will be installed, forcing cyclists to slow 
down significantly in order to navigate 
around them.

— Frances Marion Platt

Feed the New 
Paltz meters
Parking enforcement in the Vil-

lage of New Paltz will resume starting 
Saturday, August 22. To avoid being 
ticketed, be sure to feed the meters and 
follow all parking rules.

Gardiner adopts 
conservation 
easement template
In the wake of lengthy and costly 

negotiations to work out the details of 
conservation easements for a series of 
major real estate developments in re-
cent years, the Town of Gardiner has 
adopted a template to be used as the 
basis of such agreements in the future. 
The town’s zoning code and compre-
hensive plan have both long dictated 
that an official “specimen easement” 
should be provided as guidance both 
to developers and regulatory bodies. 
Accordingly, a template recommended 
by Jean McGrane of Gardiner’s Open 
Space Commission was formally ap-
proved for non-farm easements by 
unanimous vote of the Town Board on 
August 11. Copies of the easement tem-
plate can be obtained from the town 
clerk.

— Frances Marion Platt

Growers help 
small farms
As of July 31, the Rondout Valley 

Growers Association’s (RVGA)Small 
Farm Innovation Grant GoFundMe 
has raised over $6000 to help local 
farms adapt and innovate to the chal-
lenges of Covid 19. The response to the 
GoFundMe was made possible entirely 
by the goodwill of the Rondout Valley 
community. “It proves the point that 
people living in Ulster County cherish 
local agriculture and want to see farms 
of all types succeed during this crisis,” 
said Matt Igoe, acting executive direc-
tor of the RVGA.

 “When COVID-19 hit, our farm 
needed to adapt quickly,” says Sam Zu-
rofsky of Long Season Farm. “The grant 
we received from RVGA will help our 
farm expand our online capabilities 

in order to better serve our customers 
over the winter when outdoor markets 
are not viable.” Alewife Farm of the Es-
opus Agricultural Center plans to pur-
chase a Bluetooth-enabled label printer 
to improve logistics for their wholesale 
business. 

People interested in supporting 
Rondout Valley farms can visit www.
rondoutvalleygrowers.org. The Go-
FundMe campaign will accept dona-
tions until August 31, 2020.

New Paltz loves masks
Village and Town of New Paltz of-

ficials are asking long-time locals, those 
new to the area, and visitors to wear a 
mask. “We are a vibrant community 
with a lovely Main Street and friendly 
folks who love masks and the people 
who wear them,” said Ariana Basco, as-
sistant to the mayor and village board. 
“So show everyone you meet how much 

you care about them by donning your 
mask everywhere you go.”

Gardiner opposes 
Danskammer upgrade
In a split decision, the Gardiner 

Town Board has endorsed a resolu-
tion previously passed by about 20 
other municipalities opposing licens-
ing of the proposed modernization of 
the Danskammer Generating Station, 
a natural gas-fired power plant on the 
banks of the Hudson River in the Town 
of Newburgh. Laura Walls, David Duk-
ler and Franco Carucci all voted to join 
those towns opposing the plant.

Town supervisor Marybeth Majestic 
recused herself from voting on account 
of an arguable conflict of interest, as her 
husband is a member of a construction 
union that stands to benefit from the 
project. Warren Wiegand abstained, 
saying that in his view the town had no 
legal standing to comment on the issue. 
The Danskammer plant is located 15.7 
miles by road from downtown Gardin-
er.

At their August 11 virtual meeting, 
board members listened to presenta-
tions laying out the pros and cons of the 
project by Danskammer representative 
Michelle Hook and Hayley Carlock of 
Scenic Hudson. Proponents argue that 
the redesigned facility would generate 
much cleaner emissions than the exist-
ing one, while opponents say that lo-
cal air quality would actually become 
significantly worse, because the new 
facility would be in operation nearly 
all the time. There is also disagreement 

on the question of whether or not ad-
ditional generating capacity will be 
needed in the Hudson Valley after the 
Indian Point nuclear plant is shut down 
in 2021, given recent decisions by New 
York State to expand the infrastructure 
for transmission of electricity from up-
state to downstate.

— Frances Marion Platt

Rosendale Town Board 
appoints Wykoff , 
11-member Police 
Reform Committee

At their August 12 meeting con-

vened via Facebook Live – the first 
since the resignation of councilman 
John Hughes – the remaining members 
of the Rosendale Town Board voted to 
appoint Carrie Wykoff to fill the va-
cated seat until the end of the year, ef-
fective immediately. Wykoff is also the 
Rosendale Democrats’ nominee for the 
November election to continue in the 
Town Board position in 2021, complet-
ing what would have been the final year 
of Hughes’ term.

Several committee liaison assign-
ments were reshuffled to, in supervisor 
Jeanne Walsh’s words, “help [Wykoff] 
get acclimated” and spread out the bur-
den of absorbing the roles that had pre-
viously been Hughes’ responsibilities. 
Wykoff will serve as liaison to the Plan-
ning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Economic Development Commission, 
building code enforcement office, town 
historian and the Rondout Municipal 
Center, including supervising the NY 

A 
show called “Zu-

lma Steele: Artist/
Craftswoman” will 
open this Friday, 
August 21 at the 
K l e i n e r t / Ja m e s 

Center for the Arts. Exhibition 
dates are August 21 to November 
22.Steele was one of Byrdcliffe’s 
earliest artist residents and a  cre-
ative voice of the Byrdcliffe brand. 
The exhibition includes ceramics, 
furniture and furniture designs, 
paintings and works on paper, as 
well as Zulma Steele notebooks 
that have recently come to light. 

Steele (1881-1979) came to Byrd-
cliffe in 1903 during its first sum-
mer of operation and established 
herself as a leading force in both the 
furniture and architectural designs 
of the art colony. She and her long-
time collaborator and companion 
Edna Walker (1880–?) are credited 
with developing Byrdcliffe’s signa-
ture furniture style, which incorpo-
rated painted or carved botanical 
motifs into the doors and panels 
of the desks and linen presses that 
were the woodshop’s primary yield. 

The show was curated by Henry 
T. Ford, Derin Tanyol, Bruce We-
ber and Tom Wolf. Kleinert/James 
Center for the Arts is at 36 Tinker 
Street in Woodstock. Gallery hours 
are Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
from noon to 5 p.m

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP) has announced that the Ben Nesin building at Ashokan Reservoir 
has earned an award for incorporating sustainable design and construc-
tion practices in a $10-million renovation. 

 “We are proud that DEP’s renovation of the Ben Nesin Building was 
recognized for meeting the highest standards of sustainability,” DEP com-
missioner Vincent Sapienza said. “As we rehab our facilities and build new 
ones, DEP always aims to minimize our use of energy and water, cut our 
carbon footprint, and remain true to our core mission of protecting the 
environment.” 

The Ben Nesin Building, located on Route 28A in the Town of Olive, 
houses about 35 employees who are responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of Ashokan Reservoir, Schoharie Reservoir and the lands 
that surround them. The four-story building was constructed in 1961 to 
serve as a water quality laboratory. It stopped being used as a laboratory 
when DEP finished its new Kingston laboratory in 2008, but it continued 
to house engineers, watershed maintenance staff and other DEP employ-
ees. 

The renovation project began in late 2016 and was completed in 2019.
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D I O N  O G U S T

Olana.

Olana receives grant for Hudson 
River Skywalk trailhead design

Region | place

HH Street presents an online exhibit 
about Jacob Wynkoop, black builder

New Paltz | history

C O U R T E S Y  O F  S H I R L E Y  A N S O N  A N D  T H E  H A V I -

L A N D - H E I D G E R D  H I S T O R I C A L  C O L L E C T I O N

Jacob Wynkoop (detail from a photo of 
Civil War veterans at the New Paltz Rural 
Cemetery, ca. 1908). 
     

Rising grant project to install a new 
generator in that building.

The Town Board also voted to ap-
point 11 members to the Rosendale 
Community Police Reform Committee, 
which is being convened in compli-
ance with governor Andrew Cuomo’s 
Executive Order 203. Wykoff will be 
the board’s liaison to the new commit-
tee, while councilman Ernest Klepeis 
will continue to serve as liaison to the 
Rosendale Police Department. Resi-
dents serving on the committee include 
Terry Johnson, Jessieca McNabb, Mark 
Cassidy, Josh Baron, Richard Wright, 
Jennifer Bliss and Ted Dixon. Rosen-
dale Police chief Scott Schaffrick and 
Ulster County district attorney David 
Clegg will also hold seats on the com-
mittee.

The Town Board’s next virtual meet-
ing will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednes-
day, September 2 on Facebook Live. 
It will include a public hearing on the 
town’s proposed Solar Ordinance. A 
call-in number will be provided for the 
use of residents who wish to comment. 
To view the draft local law, visit www.
townofrosendale.com/government/
document-center.

— Frances Marion Platt

West Hurley 
Library election
West Hurley’s public library 

board proposes no increase in taxes for 
the 2021 tax year. As a result, a budget 
proposition will not be on the ballot. 
According to library trustees, the 2021 
budget of $228,404 is a reduction from 
last year’s budget of $229,804. The 
budget includes no salary increases. It 
covers technology increases to accom-
modate wireless printing, telecommu-
nication advances and additional eB-
ooks for patrons.

Copies of the budget are available in 
the library or online at http://westhur-
leylibrary.org/.

Three board positions are available. 
The candidates running for election to 
the board are Robert Hoffman, How-
ard Keene and Ross Lonstein. These 

are three-year terms.
Voting will be on September 15 from 

4 to 8 p.m. in the library. Absentee bal-
lot applications are available. All ab-
sentee ballots must be in by 6 p.m. on 
September 14.

Emergency pet carriers 
The New Paltz Recycling Center 

and the Ulster County Animal Re-
sponse Team (UCART) are offering 
free pet carriers and crates at the New 
Paltz Recycling Center during its hours 
of operation Tuesday through Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

The recycling center is located on 3 
Clearwater Road in New Paltz. All Ul-
ster County residents can participate. 
Preference is given to residents of New 
Paltz.

For additional information, contact 
Laura Petit at 255-8456.

Shape your future 
Help your community receive the 

federal funding it needs for the next ten 
years by taking ten minutes to complete 
the 2020 Census. “New Paltz is notori-
ously undercounted, but the power is 
yours to make a change,” explained Ari-
ana Basco, the assistant to the mayor 
and village board. “Why is the census 
important you ask? Because hospi-
tals, schools, roads, transportation and 
more all receive federal funding based 
on census data.” Complete your ques-
tionnaire today at my2020census.gov.

Land bank issues RFQ
The Kingston City Land Bank was 

formed with the purpose of acquiring 
title to tax-foreclosed and other dis-
tressed properties in the City of King-
ston, removing barriers to redevelop-
ment and returning properties to the 
tax rolls. Its mission is to foster an equi-
table community where vacant or dis-
tressed properties are transformed into 
community assets that improve the 
quality of life for Kingston residents, 
stabilize and enhance neighborhoods 

and create new pathways for social and 
economic development.

In order to offer vendor and contract-
ing opportunities to as many qualified 
businesses as possible, the Kingston 
City Land Bank (KCLB) announced an 
open Request for Qualifications (RFQ). 
Interested vendors and contractors 
may submit using the forms found on 
the KCLB’s website at www.kingstonci-
tylandbank.org/rfq

“As we look toward meeting our mis-
sion of transforming these vacant and 
distressed properties, we recognize the 
importance of building robust long-
term relationships with our talented lo-
cal contracting community,” said Dan-
iel Kanter, board chair of the KCLB. 
“Aside from being an exciting profes-
sional opportunity, these qualified indi-
viduals will really be the ones to make 
this dream a reality, not only for our 
organization but also the families who 
will soon be making memories in these 
rehabilitated homes. We can’t wait to 
get these projects underway.” 

 Back-to-school sale
The New Paltz ReUse Center is 

holding a half-off sale on office and 
back-to-school supplies including 
stickers and labels, binders and folders 
and printer cartridges and envelopes 
through September 30. Start off a new 
business or the new school year with 
new folders and binders at a fraction of 
the cost. Support a green economy with 
surplus rescued material.

The New Paltz ReUse Center at 

A 
$14,400 matching grant from the state Environ-

mental Protection Fund will pay for the design of the trail-
head for pedestrians entering Olana State Historic Site 
from the Hudson River Skywalk from State Route 23.. The 
trailhead design will create a more visible, accessible and 
attractive entrance and integrate the Hudson River Sky-

walk with Olana’s historic carriage-road network. The Olana Partnership 
will manage this design project.

“In its first year, the Hudson River Skywalk has become a popular pedes-
trian gateway,” said Amy Hausmann, director of the Olana site.

Historic Huguenot 

Street’s (HHS) online ex-
hibit, “Never Was a Slave: 
Jacob Wynkoop, Free and 
Black in 19th-Century 
New Paltz,” may be viewed 
at https://www.huguenot-
street.org/exhibits.

Wynkoop was born in 
New Paltz in 1829, the 
child of two former slaves, 
Thomas and Jane Deyo 
Wynkoop. He had an ex-
ceptional and varied life 
for any man of his time, 
black or white. Among the 
first African Americans to 
buy land in the communi-
ty, he served in the Union 
Army during the Civil War, 
organized politically on be-
half of black citizens in town, and built a series of homes that today still 
define a neighborhood in the Village of New Paltz. 

Wynkoop and his family’s story are illuminated by historical documents 
and photographic materials from the HHS archives, the Haviland-Hei-
dgerd Historical Collection at the Elting Memorial Library, Town of New 
Paltz records and the records of the Reformed Church of New Paltz. The 
exhibit is curated by Josephine Bloodgood, HHS director of curatorial and 
preservation affairs. 

Anyone interested in supporting Historic Huguenot Street’s new ap-
proach to online programming and digital content can become a member 
or make a donation on the museum’s website, http://www.huguenotstreet.
org/donate.

3 Clearwater Road is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. For additional information, call 
(845) 255-8456 or email recycling@
townofnewpaltz.org. 

Woodstock Covid cases 
Woodstock supervisor Bill McK-

enna said a small spike in active cases 
of Covid-19 caused a bit of a panic, but 
the number is down. There were five 
positives by the end of July and another 
one on August 1.

“There are a couple of really positive 
things about the six cases,” McKenna 
said. “They were all independent. So 
it wasn’t like one person got sick and 
made the other five people sick.” 

As of August 17, there were only three 
active cases in Woodstock.

“I think we’re doing real well. There 
are a couple little pockets of people that 
just aren’t getting it, but as long as they 
just stay with each other…” councilman 
Lorin Rose said. “But I would say 95 
to 99 percent of the town is doing real 
well.”

— Nick Henderson

Town of Woodstock 
renews IT contract
Woodstock’s town board author-

ized town supervisor Bill McKenna to 
sign a five-year contract with Profes-
sional Computer Associates of Red 
Hook for information technology sup-
port. The town hired PCA last year af-
ter a state audit found deficiencies in 
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P H O T O S  B Y  P E T E R  A A R O N

The Pollinator Pavilion with artists Mark Dion and Dana Sherwood.

The Thomas Cole National Historic Site has opened what it calls 

the Pollinator Pavilion, a new outdoor architectural sculpture designed by 
artists Mark Dion and Dana Sherwood. Combining site-specific installa-
tions with their fascination with the natural world, the artists seek to cre-
ate a radical decontextualization in which individuals can see themselves 
as part of nature and understand their own capacity to foster an environ-
ment of ecological balance. They say they seek to connect with Thomas 
Cole’s environmental advocacy and architectural practice in a moment 
when colonies of bees are collapsing and habitats are under threat/

The Pollinator Pavilion is a 21-foot-high, painted wood, architectural 
confection designed as much for hummingbirds, butterflies, bees and oth-
er pollinators, as for people. 

Information is available at www.thomascole.org/pollinatorpavilion. The 
Thomas Cole National Historic Site is located at 218 Spring Street in Cat-
skill.

Pollinator Pavilion opens at the 
Thomas Cole National Historic Site

Catskill | art

D I O N  O G U S T

Glasco Turnpike in Woodstock.

Slow down on Glasco Turnpike

Woodstock | town

W
oodstock’s town board is urging the county to 

reduce the speed limit on part of Glasco Turnpike in 
response to complaints about safety. Families have 
been walking along the road, particularly between 
Upper Byrdcliffe and Rock City Road. The Town of 
Woodstock recommends that Ulster County Depart-

ment of Public Works reduce the speed limit on Glasco Turnpike from 
the current 40 m.p.h. speed limit to 35 m.p.h. or lower should they deem 
it reasonable,” reads a resolution passed by the town board on August 11.

The speed reduction request requires a study of traffic in the area re-
quested. If the county agrees, it will ask the state Department of Transpor-
tation to conduct the study. Glasco Turnpike is a county road.

The study would take a while. “I don’t expect them to get to it until next 
year. They’re that backlogged,” supervisor Bill McKenna said. “But this 
puts it in motion. And if things ease up and they have time, it’s possible 
they can get to it sooner.”

— Nick Henderson

how computer security was handled. 
Town employees have praised the firm’s 
expertise and responsiveness.

“When we had to send people home, 
it was incredible how quickly they were 
able to set them up,” said McKenna, re-
ferring to the ability to access town sys-
tems from home.

Councilwoman Laura Ricci ex-
pressed concern that PCA did not 
specify in the contract what software 
or protocols were being used to protect 
the town from being hacked. McKenna 
said he’s being provided that informa-
tion from PCA.

— Nick Henderson

Disappointing Census 
participation
“We’re not doing great with the 

Census, folks,” Woodstock town su-
pervisor Bill McKenna said during last 
week’s town board meeting, reminding 
people to go to census.gov or complete 

the form if received in the mail. Fed-
eral funding to municipalities is deter-
mined by population.

“The better the count, the more fed-
eral funds we’ll see coming back. Re-
mind everybody. Keep talking about it,” 
McKenna urged. He said the town may 
set up a phone bank to call residents 
and remind them to complete the cen-
sus.

— Nick Henderson

Neil Gaiman 
book selected
The One Book/One New Paltz Com-

mittee has chosen Neil Gaiman’s magi-
cal realism novel, The Ocean at the 
End of the Lane (Morrow, 2013), as its 
featured book for the fall of 2020. Pro-
gramming will take place from Sunday, 
November 8 through Saturday, Novem-
ber 14. A full calendar of events will be 
released in the fall. All One Book events 
will be held remotely. 

The One Book Committee currently 

plans to include presentations, panels 
and book discussions with a focus on 
the literary, psychological, scientific 
and historical aspects of the book, as 
well as the roles of fantasy and memory. 
The novel’s story follows a middle-aged 
man who returns to his hometown to 
attend a funeral and remembers a fan-
tastical series of events from his child-
hood 40 years ago. In Gaiman’s fairy 
tale, his protagonist’s adult and child 
perspectives are interwoven seamlessly, 
giving us a sense of how he experienced 
his past at that time, as well as how it 
affected him for the rest of his life.

Gaiman is an internationally bestsell-
ing adult and children’s writer who was 
a professor at Bard College from 2014 
to 2019 and currently lives abroad. The 
Ocean at the End of the Lane can be 
found (discounted) at Barner Books 
and Inquiring Minds. Additional infor-
mation can be found on the One Book 
website: https://www.newpaltz.edu/
benjamincenter/events/one-book-one-
new-paltz/

2020 Ulster County 
Executive’s Arts 
Awards Announced
Arts Mid-Hudson has announced 

the recipients of the 8th annual Ulster 
County Executive’s  Arts Awards, who 
will receive their awards on Thursday, 
August 27. The event starts at 7 p.m. 
from the comfort of your own home 
with special guest MC, Ida Hakkila. 

Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan 
states, “the arts awards gives us an op-
portunity to recognize the importance 
of art and the many contributions made 
by artists to our community. I want to 
congratulate this year’s honorees and 
thank them for the work that they have 
done to enrich our area.”   

The awards are divided into eight 

categories. The recipients are chosen 
based on their important contribution 
to the growth of Ulster County’s cultur-
al life over a significant period of time, 
the extraordinary support they show of 
the arts and/or their vision and leader-
ship in using the arts to enhance com-
munity life.

Ulster County Arts Awards recipients 
are: Arts Organization: Rosendale The-
atre Collective, Arts in Education: Beth 
Humphrey, Individual Artist: Marker 
Snyder, Art in Public Places: Matthew 
Pleva, Artivist: Frank Waters, Special 
Citation: Vindora Wixom, Patrons: The 
Collier Family, Volunteer: Susie Linn. 

 Please RSVP by calling (845) 454-
3222 or through the website: www.
artsmidhudson.org

For more information about the 
award recipients, visit www.artsmid-
hudson.org.

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations
Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

DDDDDDDDo
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Kingston | art

Art fi nds a way

Kingston galleries and workshops adapt to changing times 

By Lynn Woods

K
ingston’s art scene has 

been hit hard by the pan-
demic. But now a few gal-
leries are once again wel-
coming visitors and this, 
along with the return of 

art workshops and the launch of a cou-
ple of noteworthy community art pro-
jects, is bringing the scene back to life. 

Exhibits adapt 
Pinkwater Gallery on North Front 

Street reopened in mid-June, continuing 
with the show of monotypes that had 
been forced to close down in early March. 
In the interval, owner Anne Sanger up-
dated her Instagram feed weekly to show 
works from that show and also posted a 

video tour of the gallery on Facebook. 
The exhibition, which is open on week-
ends from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Fridays 
from 2-6 p.m., closes August 23. After 
that, Sanger’s changing her approach, 
becoming a “boutique for art.” 

“I’ll be putting more furnishings in 
the space and emphasize collecting for 
the home,” said Sanger. She’ll continue 
showing abstract work, mainly from re-
gional artists, but will “show it seasonally, 
like a fashion show.” Each exhibit will 
constitute “a collection of work. You buy 
it off the walls and tables, and when a 
piece sells I’ll replace it with a new work.” 

Sanger said her visitors have been 
“half and half ” locals and people from 
elsewhere, many of whom are looking to 
invest in a home in the area. “The differ-
ence since the pandemic is people are not 

buying artwork,” she said. She credits her 
landlord, who lowered her rent by half for 
several months, for helping her survive 
this difficult time. But she’s betting all 
those potential transplants soon will be 
seeking art pieces for their new abodes.

David Schell, owner of Green Kill, 
located on the street of the same name, 
said as soon as the pandemic hit, “I sat 
down for two weeks to map out a new 
plan.” He bought equipment, including a 
reader for blood oxygen, a thermometer 
and sanitizer, to help ensure people were 
safe when the gallery re-opened in June. 
It’s now open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 3:30-5 p.m. and by appointment 
and from 5-7 p.m. on the first Saturday 
of the month. Currently on display is 
work by Deirdre Day, Melanie Delgado, 
Chime Lama, and Noah David Roberts.

Only 10 people are allowed into the 
gallery at a time, but nonetheless “the 
art openings are lovely,” he said. “I’m so 
thankful people have such interest, and 
it brings a tear to my eye when people 
come to talk to the artist.” 

Green Kill also hosts performances 
and poetry readings on its fully equipped 
stage, which Schell has been live-stream-
ing. Recent acts include Mike Jurkovic 
and Nick Bisanz for the launch of their 
American Mental Book & CD and Elly 
Wininger, an inductee for the New York 
Blues Hall of Fame. People pay for tick-
ets through Eventbrite for access to the 
unlisted page on YouTube. Because so 
many more people bought tickets than 
could physically be accommodated in the 
space, “we’re able to give more money to 
the artists,” Schell said. Indeed, “we get 
viewers from all over the country and 
elsewhere…it’s important for artists to 
have places to present themselves. This 
is a peer-to-peer space, which depends 
on the art community to grow.”

The limited options for in-person 
events are forcing organizations to col-
laborate and think outside the box. The 
Midtown Arts District (MAD) is holding 
its first Kingston Annual art exhibition 
at the Arts Society of Kingston, with 
works by 26 artists chosen by curator 
Julie Hedrick. The show, which will run 
from September 5-27, will feature work 
by internationally known mixed-media 
artist Judy Pfaff, who once maintained a 
studio in Kingston’s Rondout neighbor-
hood, as well as Kingston-based artists 
Susan Spencer Crowe, Chris Gonyea, 
Nancy Donskoj, Neville Bean, Harris 
Diamant, Casey Schwartz, Deborah Mills 
Thackrey, Stefan Saffer, Ernie Shaw, and 
Hans Van Meeuwen. Hedrick also chose 
three prizewinners: first prize was won 
by sculptor (and Kingston resident) 
Pamela Blum; second prize by painter 
Betty Greenwald; and third prize by 
photographer Frank Theodore.

Hedrick chose the artists from ap-
proximately 200 submissions, a task 
that wasn’t easy given that “there was a 
lot of exceptional work.” Both the $900 
total in prize money and an exhibition 
catalog are being funded with a grant 
from Ulster Savings Bank.

ASK will be open by appointment 
Tuesday through Saturday from 1-6 p.m. 
and Sunday from 1-5 p.m. through Sep-
tember. Contact the gallery ahead of time 
at 845-338-0333 or ask@askforarts.org.

Feats of clay
In lieu of its annual Celebration of the 

Arts, MAD is hosting the CommUNITY 
Clay Project, in which people are given a 
half-pound hunk of clay from which to 
sculpt a figure, which has to be hand-size, 
stand up and have two eyes, according to 
Susan Whelan, a ceramicist and Bailey 
Pottery employee who is overseeing the 

D I O N  O G U S T

Anne Sanger’s Pinkwater Gallery on North Front Street. 

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

Left, David Schell, owner of Green Kill; right, Eugenie Chao crafts an owl as part of the Midtown Arts District’s CommUNITY Clay project.
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project. Bailey Pottery has so far donat-
ed 700 pounds of clay, which has been 
distributed to project partners Mountain 
View Manor, the ARC/Cornell Creative 
Art Center, Northeast Center for Reha-
bilitation & Brain Injury, Kingston Boys 
& Girls Club, Catholic Charities, YMCA 
Starfish Camp, two scout troops, and 
Mountain Rise Daycare. In July, MAD 
moved into a new ground-floor space at 
RUPCO’s Energy Square, 20 Cedar Street, 
which includes studio space in addition to 
residential housing. Workshops are being 
held on weekends through the end of this 
month for anyone from the Kingston 
community who wants to make a figure.

Whelan said so far, 200 figures have 
been collected, and she expects many 
more by the end of the month. “They’re 
wonderfully created and outrageous,” 
she said. “We have dragons, dinosaurs, 
unicorns and old birds…clay is incredibly 
intuitive. It’s the most accessible art ma-
terial there is, and everyone can be good at 
it. It’s very grounding and a great way to 
get the community to share in the creative 
process.” After firing in Bailey Pottery’s 
kiln, the figures will be displayed at the 
MAD space in September. She said that 
while there’s been talk of distributing the 
pieces afterward back to their makers, 
she’d prefer they stay together. “I’d love 
to see them on those magical pink marble 
stairs in City Hall. They could go places.”

Whelan said she got the idea from 
a project by British sculptor Antony 
Gormley called “Field for the British 
Isles,” in which 100 volunteers made 
40,000 clay figures. Extruding the clay, 
bagging it so it stays moist, and delivering 
it and picking up the figures has been a 
labor-intensive process. The type of clay 
is Brooklyn Red, the same hue as the 
bricks that were once manufactured en 
masse on the shores of the Hudson—a 
nice tie-in with Kingston’s history.

Speaking of clay, the Kingston Ce-
ramics Studio, located at Kingston Lofts 
(the former Shirt Factory), is offering 
classes to beginning, intermediate, and 
advanced level adults seven days a week, 
along with a one-day-a-week class for 
elementary, middle and high-school 
students. The two-hour classes, which 
also include an extra hour of open studio 
time, are $35 and limited to six students.

More happening at 
Energy Square

The Department of Regional Art 
Workers, or D.R.A.W., is the art-educa-
tion arm of MAD. It has been offering 
workshops for elementary and middle 

school children this month in its new 
1800-square-foot ground-floor studio 
at Energy Square (which constitutes 
the bulk of the space rented by MAD). 
Paid high-school interns, participants 
in D.R.A.W. sister program P.U.G.G., 
assisted executive director Lara Gior-
dano and artistic and program director 
JoAnn Ruissi in setting up the new space 
in July before beginning the workshops 
this month. The workshops are being 
held four days a week and are limited to 
six students each. The younger children 
have made paper puppets and accordion 
books, while middle schoolers have done 
comic illustration.

Besides displaying the figures from 
the CommUNITY Clay Project, the 
D.R.A.W. studio space, part of which 
is located in a storefront visible from 
the street, will show the paintings, wire 
sculptures, and artist’s book of Mari-
aelena Ferrer in its inaugural exhibition, 
entitled “Masking Identities: Rebuilding 
Deterritorialized Cultural Memories,” 
opening September 5. Originally from 
Venezuela, Ferrer moved to Kingston in 
2011 after living in Spain for a decade. 
The exhibit chronicles her experience 
as a migrant.

A community mural in Rondout 
The Reher Center of Immigrant 

Culture and History has partnered with 
children participating in the Reading 
and Writing Program at the Rondout 
Neighborhood Center, which is located 
across the street, to create an eye-catch-
ing 16-by-16-foot community mural on 

the cinderblock wall of its building on 
Spring Street. Conceived by visiting 
artist Julia Vogl, the mural encodes the 
responses of community members to 
three multiple-choice questions the chil-
dren devised through a grid of stenciled 
images; each design and its two colors 
are keyed to the responses. The survey 
questions were sent out electronically in 
Spanish and English, and community 
members can visit the Reher to answer 
the questions and spray paint the images 
on the wall in 15-minute time slots. Vogl, 
who resides in London, has done similar 
“data visualization” public art projects 
around the world.

So far, 92 respondents have contrib-
uted to the mural, with 56 more expected 
for its completion, according to Reher 
Center director Sarah Litvin. It’s a way 
to “invest the public in and share with 
the community what the kids care about 
and also to beautify our wall and reflect 

the diversity of the community,” she said. 

MyKingstonKids 
offers workshops 

MyKingstonKids, in association with 
the Ulster County Restorative Justice and 
Community Empowerment Center, is 
featuring “Photography Now,” an online 
exhibit of the works of teens who partic-
ipated in two eight-week photography 
workshops taught by Start Nigro and My-
KingstonKids program director Winston 
Queen (viewable on mykingstonkids.
com). A third photography workshop, 
which will be held virtually—kids use 
the cameras on their phones—will begin 
on August 25. 

MyKingstonKids is holding a Zoom 
art workshop for up to 10 children, age 
four to ten, on August 25 from 4-5 p.m.; 
participants can sign up and receive free 
art supplies by going to mykingstonkids.
com  and clicking on Events. (MyKi-
ngstonKids and Red-K Apparel is also 
sponsoring a reading by Victoria Blain of 
The Book with No Picture, by BJ Novack, 
at Forsythe Nature Center on August 22 
from 12-2:30 pm.)

UPAC/Bardavon host 
performances from 
classic Dylan album

UPAC and the Bardavon are offering 
a free online series of “Albums Revisit-
ed” via YouTube featuring several live 
new performances. On Sunday, August 
30, at 8 pm, the Bardavon Presents & 
YouTube series, as it’s called, will pres-
ent a 55th  anniversary celebration of 
the release of Bob Dylan’s Highway 61 
Revisited with 11 original performances 
of Dylan classics by the following musical 
heavyweights: Jack DeJohnette and John 
Medeski, the Weight Band, the Darwin 
Effect with Jimmy Vivino, Rich Pagano 
and John Sebastian, Guy Davis, Steve 
Earle, Lucinda Williams, Kate Pierson 
with The Restless Age, Happy Traum, 
Larry Campbell and Cindy Cashdollar, 
Simone Felice, and Laura Stevenson. 
The link is  https://www.bardavon.org/
show/bob-dylans-highway-61-revisit-
ed/. A portion of all donations will benefit 
People’s Place and Dutchess Outreach. 
The series will continue on September 26 
with a performance by the Hudson Valley 
Philharmonic, on October 16 with staff 
picks accompanied by a live DJ set with 
Michael, and on November 1 with a 50th 
anniversary celebration of the Grateful 
Dead’s American Beauty album.

O+ popup 
While this year’s O+ Festival has been 

cancelled, the nonprofit is planning a 
pop-up month-long exhibition of work by 
alumni artists and friends in Kingston’s 
storefront windows in mid-September, 
according to O+ executive director 
Holly Kelly. The displays will showcase 
the work of artists who’ve been hit hard 
by the pandemic and hopefully garner 
support for them. O+ also has updated 
its printed mural maps, which will be 
distributed in boxes placed throughout 
the city. Three O+ alumni collaborated in 
June on a new Black Lives Matter mural 
at 695 Broadway; another public mural, 
in conjunction with Kingston Midtown 
Rising, is planned for September, ac-
cording to Kelly.

W I L L  D E N D I S

Instructor Alekz Pacheco working with students on portrait photography 
through D.R.A.W., the art-education arm of the Midtown Arts District. 

W I L L  D E N D I S

The mural at the Reher Center, unfi nished as of Monday, August 17. The mural is a collaboration between neighborhood 
youth and a visiting artist.
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Sweeping changes

Comptroller fi nds 
jail too big for Ulster 
County’s needs

by Terence P Ward

A 
new broom sweeps 

clean, it’s said, and county 
comptroller March Gal-
lagher is recommending 
sweeping changes to rein 
in costs that the new sher-

iff largely inherited at the county jail. 
Ulster County executive Pat Ryan is ap-
plauding Gallagher’s audit as contribut-
ing to an opportunity to find “a modern 
and just solution” to incarceration. 

“The jail is a shrine to a bygone era 
of mass incarceration,” he wrote in a 
press release last week. “In light of our 
reckoning with systemic inequities in 
our criminal justice system and our dire 
financial situation, now more than ever 
we need to take urgent action.”

The jail, first opened in 2007, rep-
resents seven percent of the total county 
budget. Faced with a drastic drop in rev-
enues due to this year’s pandemic, Ryan 
is ordering an across-the-board cut of ten 
percent. The problem is that even those 
measures, if implemented where state 
regulations permit, will be insufficient 
to balance the county’s books in 2020.

In the audit released August 13, comp-
troller Gallagher has determined that the 
cost per inmate at the jail has risen from 
$69,000 in 2014 to $181,000 this year. 
That’s largely because jail population 
has steadily decreased during that time 
period, but costs have increased due to a 
combination of mandated staffing levels 
that have not been adequately adjusted by 
state regulators and contractual expenses 
that, like the staffing levels, are based on 
a much larger number of inmates than 
are actually locked up.

With the passage last year of state bail 
reform, the Ulster County jail population, 
set at a capacity of 458 in 2017, dropped 
sharply, to 122 on average this year. At 
the same time, contracts to provide 

healthcare and food service were set at 
flat rates that were higher than the ac-
tual population -- 310 and 325 inmates, 
respectively, according to the findings.

A d d i t i o n a l l y, 
some of the standard 
accounting proce-
dures used in the 
county government 
have resulted in mis-
leading or inaccurate 
figures being pro-
vided to legislators 
as they prepare the 
annual budget. Staff-
ing at a county jail is 
determined by the 
New York State Commission on Correc-
tions. This so-called maximum facility 
capacity, used to set mandatory staffing 

levels, can and has been adjusted since 
the jail in Kingston was first opened in 
2007. It was originally 426, increased 
to 488 in 2013, and lowered to 458 in 

2017. Since 2013, that’s resulted in a 
minimum staffing requirement of 158 
corrections officers. That maximum 
capacity has never been achieved, even 
with inmates from other counties being 
housed therein. The most ever there was 
in 2014 (362 on an average day), and 
that number gradually decreased due to 
a reduction in violent crime to 217 last 
year. With the passage last year of state 
bail reform, the jail population, set at a 
capacity of 458 in 2017, dropped sharply, 
to 122 on average this year.|

Ulster County jail costs for 2019 
were $24.4 million. Not all those costs 

are reflected in the annual report filed 
by the sheriff. Some re attributed to 
debt service or buildings and grounds, 
for example. All told, $2.28 million in 

expenses connected to 
the jail appeared else-
where in the county 
budget. What’s more, 
year-end adjustments 
by the sheriff aren’t 
always completed by 
the April 1 deadline. 
For 2019, there was 
at $4.8 million differ-
ential between actual 
expenses and what was 
in the report provided 

to the legislature.
Gallagher is seeking remedies to the 

issues identified in the audit. She wants 
the state to reevaluate the maximum 
facility capacity. Could the county jail be 
retooled to serve as a regional lockup or 
for some other purpose? The comptroller 
is also recommending that sheriff Juan 
Figueroa get in the habit of amending his 
annual report if staffers in the county’s 
finance department can’t find a way to 
adjust the deadline for filing it, and to 
include in jail costs those many items that 
end up in non-sheriff budgetary  lines in 
that report to the legislature.

In addenda to the audit, Figueroa 
pointed out some errors. He observed 
that the contracts were signed when jail 
populations were higher. Gallagher, in 
effect, said that they were never as high 
as the levels established.

It is not just the jail that’s a symbol 
of a bygone area, according to Ryan’s 
view. It’s the whole system based on the 
premise that the main social purpose of 
the policing function is the punishment 
of the lawbreaker. Governor Andrew 
Cuomo recently decreed that all local 
police agencies review the effect of their 
enforcement of the laws on the books on 
minorities, particularly people of color. 
The content of those reports, due April 1, 
may set in motion deeper reconsideration 
of the present pattern of law enforcement 
in New York State.

Comptroller March Gallagher has 
determined that the cost per inmate at 
the jail has risen from $69,000 in 2014 
to $181,000 this year, a 161% increase.

One of the pods at the Ulster County Jail.
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Call to Order 845-679-7969 
Catskillmountainpizza.com
51 Mill Hill Rd • Woodstock
Love Pizza? Like us

All-Day Pickup 
and Delivery

F U L L  M E N U  AVA I L A B L E  I N C L U D I N G :

Gourmet Pizza  •  Appetizers  •  Italian Entrees  •  Burgers

Subs  •  Soups & Salads  •   Gluten Free & Vegan Options

Hot Fresh Slices  •   Wine & Craft Beer–To–Go  •  & More

O P E N  T U E S D AY  T O  S AT U R D AY 

F R O M  1 1  A M  T O  1 0  P M

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

We are Open  
and Ready to  

Serve You!  
Take out only!  

Same amazing food  
and treats!

8 Fair Street, 
Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues-Fri 7am-3pm, 

Sat & Sun 7am-1pm 
during the CoVid-19 crisis

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave.
Saugerties, NY  12477

HLSnyder.com
(845) 246-2431

hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday

9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday
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 County | jail 

Golden Hill revisited
County property 
transfer plan decried 
by neighbors

by Terence P Ward

A 
public hearing on a 

scheme to divest Ul-
ster County of its old 
jail property on Golden 
Hill in Kingston drew 
a number of comments 

last week from people who live nearby. 
Those commenting expressed concerns 
about a neighborhood they say was al-
ready plagued with far too much traffic, 
and asked whether it wasn’t time for peo-
ple outside Kingston to accept a greater 
share of affordable housing in the county.

The old jail complex has largely been 
vacant since 2007. The county legislature 
would like to convey it into the hands 
of someone who would build affordable 
housing on the site, title to which would 
be transferred to a local development 
corporation, which would review pitch-
es by five developers about how they 
would utilize it to meet housing goals. 
Those documents, requested through 
the county’s planning department, are 
sealed. Legislator Brian Cahill said in 
an interview that he believed one of the 
proposals would use the existing jail 
rather than demolish it.

The August 11 public hearing provid-
ed no testimony about the fiscal benefits 
of selling this property and returning it to 
the tax rolls. Nor did anyone speak to the 
need for housing in Ulster County. Selling 
the property could provide the county 
with both a one-time cash infusion and 
the potential to generate more sales tax. 

Nor did anyone speak to the need for 
housing in Ulster County. Housing is in 
short supply across the board, legislators 
say; there is a need for more affordable 
units for lower-income workers, as well 
as lower-maintenance townhouses that 
might be attractive to senior citizens 
looking to downsize.

Legislators heard from neighbors of 
the property who complained that traffic 
into the complex has been a problem 
since the 1970s. A petition signed by 45 

nearby residents asked for that problem 
to be addressed before building there was 
allowed. Glen Street, which the petition-
ers said was used as the primary entrance 
because Boulevard is too dangerous, has 

an annual average daily traffic volume of 
655 cars, and that’s just too much. They 
want the county legislature to look at 
improving the infrastructure to handle 
that volume and more before this plan 

is moved forward.
Speaking for the signers, Matt Col-

angelo said that they largely support 
the idea of housing, but that “our gripe 
is longstanding.” The traffic volume was 
“ridiculous,” he said, and addressing 
that issue was “long overdue.” Colangelo 
promised litigation if legislators did not 
accede to this request.

Neighbor Ellen DiFalco, one of the 
signers, submitted her own comments 
and spoke as well. She is not in support 
of this site being used in this way. “I 
believe the City of Kingston has its fair 
share of housing complexes, and when 
there are 20 towns and three villages in 
the county, it’s time for other communi-
ties to be part of the affordable housing 
equation,” she said. Kingston, home to 
13 percent of the county population, had 
half the subsidized rental housing and 39 
percent of the affordable units.

Acknowledging that county finances 
were shaky, DiFalco said it nevertheless 
didn’t seem fair to her that this parcel 
“should be the first site chosen for hous-
ing development.” 

“Can you guarantee that all of that 
nonsense isn’t going to come onto my 
property,” she asked, “once all of this 
low-income housing is brought into 
this area?”

DiFalco called for the various pro-
posals to be released to the public early 
in the process to allow for a thorough 
vetting by residents. She added that it was 
disingenuous “to move on this property 
transfer now during the pandemic when 
residents and stakeholders find it difficult 
to participate in virtual conversations, 
and are not able to attend meetings to 
have open dialogues in person.” What’s 
the rush, she concluded.

The legislature may choose to act 
on the proposal as soon as its August 
18 meeting.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Naccarato Insurance Acquires 
Academy General Insurance in Uptown Kingston

07/01/2020
Saugerties, NY 
Naccarato Insurance announces it has acquired Academy General Insurance, located on 237 Fair 

locations being in Saugerties and New Paltz. 
The former owner of Acadamy General Insurance, Maryann DeGroodt, will remain as Branch 

to their policies. Naccarato Insurance looks forward to answering any questions in the weeks and 
months ahead. 

at a later date. 
Naccarato Insurance is a family owned and operated business, originally started in 1963 in Saugerties, 
New York. The agency offers auto, home, business, life and health insurance throughout the Hudson 

W I L L  D E N D I S

Old Ulster County Jail.
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New Paltz | community

Cultivating harmony
Mask-averse minority 
mars meditative 
vibe at New Paltz 
Gardens for Nutrition

by Frances Marion Platt

W
hat the phrase 

“community-sup-
ported agricul-
ture” conjures in 
most minds now-
adays are small, 

typically organic farms where local 
residents can invest in a share of the 
season’s harvest. Some of them require 
members to commit to a few hours a 
week of sweat equity. At others, you just 
show up on your appointed day and 
collect your weekly carton of produce.

Fifty years ago, community gardens 
were a revolutionary urban phenome-
non. New York City was experiencing 
a fiscal crisis. Among the more obvious 
symptoms of the flight of businesses 
and the lack of municipal funding for 
maintenance of public spaces were rub-
ble-strewn, overgrown lots – most often 
found in the city’s poorer neighborhoods. 
On the Lower East Side, a group of en-
vironmental activists coalesced, calling 
themselves the Green Guerillas (the 
single R is their spelling, still used to-
day). They began taking over abandoned 
city-owned land, clearing it, planting 
sunflowers along road medians, lobbing 
“seed bombs” over walls into vacant lots.

By the middle of the 1970s, these 
renegade community gardens were pop-
ping up all over the five boroughs, and 
urban-dwellers were growing their own 
food. Longtime New Paltz resident Cara 
Lee, then living on the Upper West Side, 
got involved with a plot at the corner of 
West Ninety-Sixth Street and Broadway. 
“I’m still friends with some of the people 
in the Green Guerillas,” she reports.

Lee shares her story while conducting 
a tour of the Gardens for Nutrition, lo-
cated on about five acres of municipally 
owned land sandwiched between the 
sewage treatment plant and the Ny-
quist-Harcourt Wildlife Sanctuary, just 
off Huguenot Street. She has gardened 
there “off and on for more than 20 years,” 
currently maintaining two adjacent plots 
with her grown daughter Margaret, 
whom she calls the Squash Queen.

Dating back to 1976, the Gardens for 
Nutrition have outlived many of their 
big-city counterparts founded in the 
same era. As New York City recovered 
financially and real-estate prices sky-
rocketed, many of the early community 
gardens succumbed to development 
pressure. The city put more than 100 such 

lots up for auction in the 1990s. Singer 
Bette Midler founded a not-for-profit 
called the New York Restoration Project 
that managed to acquire and save nearly 
half of them.

Now considered among the oldest of 
its kind in New York State, New Paltz’s 
homegrown effort has gone through 
some major changes over the years. Like 
its urban counterparts, it was conceived 
as a hands-on, proactive grassroots 
response to poverty and hunger. A 
SUNY New Paltz student named Larry 
Sommers was doing an internship at the 
Multi-County Community Development 
Corporation, a regional social services 
agency. “The Community Food and 
Nutrition Program was my thing,” recalls 
Sommers, retired publisher of National 
Gardening and Eating Well magazines 
who now lives in Vermont.

The MCCDC received a federal grant 
to create programs to fight hunger, to 
be disbursed via Community Action 
Agencies in six mid-Hudson counties. 
Inspired by a visit to the original Gardens 
for Nutrition in Rockland County, which 
had been founded to serve unemployed 
people, Sommers initiated a network of 

community gardens, with New Paltz as 
the site for the pilot project. He lobbied 
then-mayor John Vett, public works 
superintendent Larry Winters and the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster 
County. The village government provided 
“a beautiful piece of riverbottom land, 
with beautiful soil,” where the DPW was 
already doing leaf composting. Pete Fer-
rante of Wallkill View Family volunteered 
to do the plowing.

For irrigation, “We got an old farm 
pump and put some PVC pipe in the 
Wallkill. That was the origins,” Sommers 
says. “The infrastructure just grew with 
the project.” Local residents rented about 
20 plots in the first year. Before long there 
were 60 project sites, and CETA-funded 
coordinator positions in each participat-
ing county gave workshops to help novice 
gardeners learn to grow food.

A good year for gardening
Sommers and his associates also 

emphasized sustainability and alterna-
tive energy sources. Members learned 
to build solar coldframes from recycled 
materials as well as how to grow vege-
tables organically. “It was a great hub 

of appropriate technology,” Sommers 
remembers.

But CETA was eliminated by the 
Reagan administration, and the idealis-
tic original philosophical model for the 
Gardens for Nutrition proved difficult 
to sustain without government support. 
Members were expected to donate ex-
cess food that they grew to local food 
pantries, soup kitchens and agencies 
providing services to economically dis-
tressed people in the county. Over time, 
the motivational emphasis shifted from 
gardening as an altruistic hobby to tak-
ing control of one’s own food sources for 
health reasons.

That impulse has strengthened in 
recent years, and the advent of Covid 19 
made this a boom year for Gardens for 
Nutrition membership, according to Lee. 
“We have over 100 people gardening. 
It’s a big year. People were concerned 
about the food supply,” she says. “By May 
I couldn’t get seeds for a lot of things.”

Jaimee Uhlenbrock, president of 
the board of directors for the Gardens 
for Nutrition, concurs that the corona-
virus has spurred interest in growing 
one’s own veggies. “Every time there’s 
economic instability, we’re brim-full,” 
she says. Whereas last year there were 
“seven or eight empty lots,” in 2020 
there’s a waiting list for garden plots 
that become available, even late in the 
season. A certain amount of attrition 
typically occurs by July, when new gar-
deners “realize they’ve bitten off more 
than they can chew.”

Uhlenbrock repeatedly emphasizes 
that the members are “a wonderful 
community, 99 percent of them very 
cooperative, friendly, lovely and sharing.” 
But, she adds, “There’s always a pill in the 
group.” Some members who repeatedly, 
aggressively refuse to comply with the 

D I O N  O G U S T

The Garden for Nutritions in New Paltz.
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rules in their gardening contracts get 
asked to leave – although not until after 
several warnings.

New rules have now been added to 
protect fellow gardeners from trans-
mission of the virus, including a ban on 
visitors inside the fence, gardening while 
symptomatic, and a requirement to wear 
a mask in all shared areas – the aisles, the 
toolshed, the soil amendment piles – or 
even when working inside one’s own plot 
within close proximity to a neighbor. 

“We cannot have Covid 19 down at 
the garden. At the first appearance we’re 
going to have to shut down. So, we’ve 
had to be extremely vigilant,” she says. 
The aisles between plots are too narrow 
to allow unmasked people to pass each 
other at a safe distance.

As on the streets and in business es-
tablishments, the restrictions not going 
over well with a few garden users, and 
have even “caused strife between garden-
ers,” Uhlenbrock reports. One persistent 
offender got the boot after hosting “a piz-
za party with eight people and no masks.” 

Another got into a shouting match with a 
neighbor who was fearful of bringing the 
virus home to a frail 90-year-old parent. 
“We have a lot of people who have been 
considerate and respectful, and very 
few who refuse to participate and put 
everybody else at risk.”

Infrastructure issues have added to 
the directors’ headaches this year as well. 
Among the biggest and costliest improve-
ments in the gardens’ long history was a 
new irrigation system, built in response 
to the toxic algae blooms on the Wallkill 
River in 2016. Water is now sourced 
through an infiltration well, set back 30 
feet from the riverbank to allow it to per-
colate through the soil before collecting 
in a 16-inch concrete cylinder set deep 
in the ground, surrounded by gravel. “It’s 
the go-to means of getting water in Third 

World countries,” Uhlenbrock explains. 
“It’s very clean.” A 600-foot-long trench 
also had to be excavated to bring the 
water to the existing compression tank 
for pumping to the gardens. “We had to 
raise $20,000.”

This summer one of the pumps failed, 
and the other kept overheating from 
constant use. “We had the system go 
down six or seven times,” she laments. 
After numerous emergency visits from 
a plumber, the decision was made to 
replace the old compression tank and 
pump, which happened just two weeks 
ago. About 20 members chipped in 
$3000 to address the problem.

This crisis followed on the heels of the 
electrical failure of the site’s deer fence 
last winter. “There’s constant mainte-
nance,” Uhlenbrock says. As a result, it 

seems likely that users will face a slight 
increase in the price of plot rentals next 
year. It’s not a decision taken lightly, since 
the gardens are supposed to be helping 
people with limited means. Currently, it 
only costs $45 for the whole season to rent 
a full 20-by-30-foot plot, $30 if you’re 
a senior (62+) or disabled. A half-plot 
(20-by-15 or 10-by-30) goes for $30/$25.

Still a bargain
Even if the price goes up by ten 

bucks, that’s still a bargain – especially 
considering that plowing service, irriga-
tion water, compost and mulch are all 
provided for free, along with access to 
shared gardening tools and wheelbar-
rows. Members put up their own fences 
and gates if they want them; pilferage of 
crops is surprisingly uncommon. 

Some plots that have been farmed 
by the same member for many years are 
beautifully landscaped and set with cozy 
outdoor furniture. Others are much less 
formal, though members must adhere to 
certain guidelines about weed control 
and the like. All are expected to pitch 
in on occasional community workdays, 
helping to maintain the common areas, 
tools and deer fence, as well as to clear 
vacant plots when necessary.

Overall, it’s a peaceful, verdant, even 
meditative locale. Being in her “garden 
empire” (which sports a handsome wood-
metal-and-glass sculptural gate built 
from found materials by her husband, 
Steve Stanne) is “part of my day that I 
really enjoy,” says Cara Lee. “What I love 
is that every garden has its own style, 
based on everybody’s own knowledge and 
opinion about how to garden. I feel like 
I’ve learned a lot from other people.” She 
notes that the organizers and other veter-
an members host frequent informational 
workshops and are “very encouraging 
and helpful to new gardeners.”

To learn more about the New Paltz 
Gardens for Nutrition, apply to rent a 
plot or make a donation, visit https://
gardensfornutrition.org. There’s also a 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
npgfn.

D I O N  O G U S T

The Gardens for Nutritions in New Paltz.
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 New Paltz | memoriam

“Feisty pillar” of New Paltz

Remembering 
Sally Rhoads

by Terence P Ward

S
ally Rhoads died Au-

gust 11 after a long illness, 
leaving in her wake a tre-
mendous number of good 
works. A towering exam-
ple of how to work to make 

a community better, she was someone 
committed to service. Sally had a knack 
for getting things done in the face of 
skepticism and controversy. Among 
the physical reminders of her efforts 
are the Lenape Elementary School, 
which came into being when she led 
the school board, and Elting Memori-
al Library, which was roughly doubled 
in size thanks to a capital project she 
shepherded through as president of 
that board.

Bill Rhoads, whom she eventually 
married, first became friends with Sally 
in high school, when she was on the color 
guard and field hockey team. He recalled 
her being a lively, energetic, sparkling 
kid. “That’s how she always was.”

The couple moved to New Paltz 
in 1970 when Bill had been hired to 
teach history at the college. While she 
possessed a master’s degree herself, in 
psychology, Sally turned to public service 
by running for school board. 

“She enjoyed talking to prospective 
teachers,” Bill remembered. Sally was 
frequently asked to give lectures about 
her perspective as a trustee to education 
students on campus. “She loved children 
and youth,” said Bill. In her pursuit of 
making a New Paltz education the best 
possible, “she was not afraid to confront 
people in the administration who dis-
agreed with her.” 

Though Sally Rhoads was known for 
the unvarnished expression of her views, 
what made her stand out was her ability 
to get people to listen and to act.

Boundless energy
Elting Memorial Library was cramped 

and small in the early Aughts, despite 
expansions in 1962 and 1978. Director 
John Giralico had a vision to bring it into 
the 21st century. A feasibility study was 
done that concluded that there weren’t 
enough major donors, and the commu-
nity wasn’t big enough to raise the $2.5 
million needed.

Sally Rhoads didn’t take no for an 
answer.

“I had a vision,” said Giralico, “She 
told me she would help me realize it, 
and she did.” Sally, Giralico recalls that 
she was initially skeptical herself, but 
came around to the conclusion that the 
consultant was wrong. She applied her 
considerable will to raising the funds. 
That included taking Giralico along as 
she went door to door, calling in favors 
and gathering donations. Even with a 
third of the money coming from one 
major donor, it was not easy. “I don’t like 
asking for money, but we were a team,” 
said Giralico. It amazed me how many 
people she knew.”

Longtime friend Mary Ottaway was 
on the Elting Memorial Library board 
with Sally. “I watched with awe as she 
steered us with energy and expertise 
through the rough waters of the 2006 
expansion,” she said.

An avid collector of old books, Sally 

leveraged that interest 
to expand the library 
fair into the major 
fundraising event each 
year for that organi-
zation. She organized 
the fair for 35 years, 
which included “get-
ting volunteers to do 
the unpleasant work of 
lugging heavy boxes of 
books onto tables,” ac-
cording to her husband.

Eileen Glenn, pres-
ident of the New Pal-
tz Community Foun-
dation, remembered 
Rhoads’ “boundless 
energy and way of get-
ting people to work 
on whatever she was 
trying to do.” She was 
a focused and effective 
leader. “She was always 
out there, getting peo-
ple to help her, getting 
them to be energized,” 
said Glenn. “It was hard 
to be as energized as 
Sally.”

Doing it 
Sally’s way

The same people 
who respected Sally 
Rhoads for what she 
was able to accomplish 
found that one did 
not stand in her way 
lightly. “If you agreed, 
she was the best ally 
you could have, but if 
you disagreed, she was 
a dogged opponent,” said Jason West, 
who appointed Rhoads his deputy mayor 
during his second term as village mayor. 
She later resigned that post because of 
differences between them. “She had many 
tools, and she used them to the best of 
her ability,” West, who collaborated with 
Rhoads on projects both within the 
village government and outside it, said.

Stewart Glenn, who was on the village 
board with Rhoads for two years, remem-
bers her resigning as deputy mayor. “She 
had strong feelings and beliefs, and stood 
by them,” he remembered. He described 
her as “a feisty pillar of the community” 
who “didn’t get pushed around.” She 
worked to get town and village officials 
on the same page for issues in which 
she believed. 

Glenn hailed the library capital proj-
ect as a central part of her legacy. The 
force of her personality is what pushed 
it through. Glenn said with a chuckle, 
“You’re gonna do it Sally’s way.

Ariana Basco, who served as a vil-
lage trustee with Rhoads, called her “a 
firecracker.” Though it was possible to 
feel Rhoads “was steamrolling you in a 
conversation” when she was pushing her 
passion, she also took time to listen care-
fully to opposing views. “She was always 
willing to listen and learn,” said Basco. 
“She’d get excited and passionate and 
talk over you in a meeting, but she was 
always willing to hear you out.” Rhoads 
would always take the time to listen. If 
persuaded of the argument, she would 
change her mind. 

During her time in that elected of-
fice, consolidating the two New Paltz 
governments was her prime issue. It 
turned out to be one of the a rare areas 
where Rhoads was unable to prevail by 

her will and charisma alone. The effort 
failed because the model proposed was 
determined not to be legally possible.

“She had her consolidation agen-
da, but it wasn’t her only focus” while 
serving on the board, Basco noted. She 
and Rhoads negotiated several union 
contracts together. Rhoads spearheaded 
an overhaul of downtown parking which 
resulted in a number of substantive 
changes being made.

How did Rhoads so it? “She was really 
good at picking out dissenting voices, 
and getting them on board,” Basco said. 

Basco credits Rhoads with teaching 
her the ins and outs of the budget process. 
“There was no such thing as minutiae for 
Sally,” agreed West.

Rhoads’ interest in the details made 
an impression on Nancy Branco, the 
village treasurer. “She was a wonderful 
person to work with, and cared deeply 
about the people here and their morale,” 
Branco said. “Anyone who worked with 
her would tell you the same thing.” She 
characterized Rhoads as very dedicated 
as both a public servant and a commu-
nity member. She “always had the best 
intentions.”

No ifs, ands or buts
“Our hearts feel heavy at village hall 

with former trustee Sally Rhoads’ pass-
ing,” said mayor Tim Rogers in a state-
ment. “She spent enormous amounts 
of time and energy serving our village, 
but [the fact that] her list of New Paltz 
contributions and projects spanning de-
cades, including service on the board of 
education and Elting Memorial Library’s 
board of trustees, is truly remarkable.”

Rhoads’ long track record of pitching 
in gave her a special standing in helping 

others realize their own 
vision for the commu-
nity as well. That may 
be part of the reason 
she had such success in 
getting people to show 
up for the book fair 
and other projects. She 
knew the people of the 
community, and they 
looked upon her with 
gratitude, respect and 
at least a little bit of awe.

“But what a special 
joy it was to have coffee 
with Sally at the Bak-
ery!” Mary Ottaway 
wrote in an emailed 
remembrance. “I would 
question her about the 
latest New Paltz con-
troversy, and she would 
listen intently. Then 
she would lean forward 
across the small table, 
hand on chin, and give 
me a clear, forceful 
opinion with no ifs, 
ands, or buts about it.”

Her love of children 
may have informed the 
Rhoadses becoming 
pioneers in the New 
Paltz Halloween cul-
ture. Living across from 
the firehouse where the 
annual parade conclud-
ed didn’t hurt, either. In 
those days, before the 
holiday-loving Guen-
thers began hosting an 
iconic haunted expe-
rience at their Center 

Street home, Plattekill Avenue home-
owners expected a few hundred kids to 
knock at the door Halloween night. (By 
comparison, neighbors now brace for 
more than a thousand when Halloween 
is on a weekend, although this year that 
may be impacted by the pandemic.) 

Sally delighted in scaring her young 
visitors. One year, she used makeup and 
cut a hole in a card table to appear to be 
the ghoulish decoration of a human skull, 
only to open her eyes and speak when 
kids reached for the treats.

A huge footprint
“We miss her greatly,” Mary Ottaway 

wrote.
“She will be sadly missed,” said Branco.
“She left a huge footprint on the com-

munity, and she’ll be missed,” agreed West.
“Sally, thank you for caring so deep-

ly about our community. You will be 
missed,” wrote Rogers.

As it happens, even role models 
have role models. Bill Rhoads says 
that his wife looked up to and admired 
other community-minded women who 
worked to improve New Paltz, including 
library leader Karen Conner, school 
district social worker Norma Mabee, 
and former school board member, 
and key figure in the local Reformed 
Church, where Sally served as director 
of Christian education. She held  Carol 
Roper, a one-time town supervisor who 
worked as a library-board member to 
raise money for that capital project, in 
high esteem. Roper passed away earlier 
this year. Like Roper, Rhoads will be in-
terred at the New Paltz Rural Cemetery 
in a private ceremony due to pandemic 
conditions. A more public memorial will 
be planned, her husband said.

M A R Y  O T T A W A Y

Sally Rhoads.
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Let the sun shine in
Donation given 
to Family from 
community solar 
sign-ups

by Terence P Ward

R
epresentatives of 

Joule Community Pow-
er presented a check for 
$2300 to Family of New 
Paltz director Ivan Ech-
enique and Michael Berg, 

executive director of parent organiza-
tion Family of Woodstock, at a private 
event Thursday, August 13. The money 
comes from 46 people signing up for 
community solar through the company. 
In turn, Berg hopes to use the money to 
obtain solar panels for the charity.

Joule Community Power is an admin-
istrator for community choice aggrega-
tion, a term that refers to the fact that 
the default choice of New Paltz people 
seeking an energy supplier on their own 
will now be sourced from renewable 
energy rather than being purchased on 
the spot market. Ratepayers who don’t 
have solar panels can agree to get solar 
power directly from a company with local 
solar farms. As well as the satisfaction of 
knowing that their electricity is coming 
from the sun, they also save ten percent 
on their monthly bill. Joule leaders 
partnered with a local provider to make 
signing up for solar power easier, and 
also agreed to donate $50 to Family of 
New Paltz for each household tapped 
into this program.

Joule managing director Jessica 
Stromback provided a list of benefits 
for wrapping community solar in with 
community choice aggregation. It was a 
way, she said, to allow more people to tap 
into solar power, to reward “hardworking 
solar developers,” to grow the CCA in New 
Paltz, and to add to the triple bottom line 
of people, profits, and planet.

Current state law requires utility bills 
from two different companies, one from 
Central Hudson showing a credit for 
the cost of the electricity, and the other 
from the solar provider for 90 percent of 
that credit, resulting in that ten percent 
savings. Stromback anticipates that extra 
complexity to be resolved by state legis-

lators this year, with ratepayers getting 
only a Central Hudson bill showing a ten 
percent discount once that’s resolved.

Berg spoke about 45 years of support 
from New Paltz town officials, who se-
lected this charity to receive the money. 
Berg said that there have been plans in 
development to mount solar arrays on 
several Family properties, including 
some land in Saugerties, to ensure that 
all electricity will be free for the expected 
30-year lifespan of the panels. This dona-
tion, he said, would be especially useful   
during a time when it was challenging to 
raise money for capital projects.

Family of New Paltz program direc-
tor Echenique spoke about a number of 
causes that might benefit from a cash 
infusion, such as one to help people get 

vehicles repaired so that they don’t lose 
employment due to a lack of reliable 
transportation. Among a wide variety 
of Family services are the oldest con-
tinually-operated crisis hotline in the 
country, food banks, and assistance with 
job-search preparation. 

The pandemic has resulted in some 
changes. The hotline now is routed to 
volunteers’ phones in their homes, for 
example, and in New Paltz the entire 
operation is run by Echenique and his 
assistant, Icilma Lewis, with no volunteer 
help at all. Clothing and household item 
donations have been suspended for the 
time being. 

As more people sign up for commu-
nity solar, more money will flow from 
Joule to Family of New Paltz Neil Bettez, 

New Paltz’s town supervisor, said that 
the choice of a charity was not difficult. 
Some tax dollars have been budgeted for 
the organization for years, and this was 
a way to bolster that support.

Mike Gordon, CEO of Joule Com-
munity Power, said that tapping into 
community solar allowed his enterprise 
to remain powerful at a time when this 
coronavirus “attacks the fabric of the 
community.” “Remote net metering” was 
a way for people who didn’t have solar 
panels to benefit by using solar power. 
“You can help build a solar planet from 
your living room,” he said. 

The statewide goal is to produce 
4000 megawatts of solar power in the 
next four years, which Gordon termed 
“a nice step one” in reducing emissions 
and creating jobs.

T E R E N C E  P  W A R D

Neil Bettez, Michael Berg, Ivan Echenique, Jessica Stromback and Mike 
Gordon.
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The new normal

Drum circle keeps 
the beat going 
at Woodstock’s 
village green

by Nick Henderson

“T
he people want a 

sense of the normal,” 
said Kevin Johnson. 
“We know those guys 
are there Sunday after-
noons, and it’s a sem-

blance of normalcy.”
In the midst of a worldwide pandemic, 

a sense of routine has returned to the 
village green in Woodstock. Now in its 
21st year, a drum circle continues every 
Sunday afternoon from 4 to 6 p.m. For 
Woodstock, that’s normal.

“We just put up a perimeter with 
safety tape, and only a certain number of 
people are in there,” said Kevin Johnson, 
who has led the drum circles since the 
beginning. “You only go in there if you’ve 
got a mask. Only a certain number of 

dancers can be in here. We swap out if 
we’ve got more people than we need to 
do it.”

Johnson spoke from his Timekeeper 
Drums weekend pop-up shop out of his 
box truck across from the nearby flea 
market. He belongs to a drum-circle 
facilitators’ guild and has put in place 
Covid 19 protocols based on their rec-
ommendations.

The first drum circle in town started 
about 40 or 50 years ago during full-
moon gatherings at Magic Meadow, 
near the Overlook Mountain trailhead. 
The full-moon gatherings continue. The 

drumming on the green spun out of that.
“There was a guy that used to play a 

boom box out on the bench every week, 
and the Chamber of Commerce wanted 
him to go away,” explained Johnson. “So 
they were going to ban all noise out on 
the green. Anything and everything. I 
and a few others got wind of this.”

Eventually, negotiations resulted in 
the drum circle being given a time slot 
on Sunday afternoons. “When we started 
this, we had summer-long meetings with 
every type of official you could think of,” 
said Johnson. “We had the church, we 
had the supervisor, we had a mediator. 

There was never anything official. The 
[Reformed] church didn’t write anything 
up .… And that’s worked for 21 years.”

Even after the agreement, many 
business owners weren’t happy. They 
came around when they realized the 
drummers spent money after the weekly 
circles. “Everybody’s happy with us now. 
In fact they’re pissed at these (Freedom 
First) people for screwing around with 
us,” Johnson said.

Recently, when a branch of the Free-
dom First Party set up a tent, and a few 
people started distributing literature and 
refusing to wear masks on the village 

Woodstock | library

Weighty options
Library costs climb to $6.628 million 

by Nick Henderson

D
uring last week’s 

meeting Woodstock Li-
brary trustees grappled 
with the choice of bond-
ing for the full cost of a 
new 12,000-square-foot 

library or a hybrid approach combined 
with extensive fundraising.

Trustee and capital campaign com-
mittee chair Jeff Collins itemized costs 
totaling $6.628 million for the project. 
While the widely publicized figure for the 
new structure until this point was $4.4 
million, that was just for the construction 
cost. Architecture fees bring the cost up 
to nearly $5 million, then other fees, 
financing costs, furnishings, rental for a 
temporary library, relocation costs and 
insurance among other items brings the 
true cost to $6.628 million.

At this point, some of those costs 

aren’t firm. Items like contingency, 
at ten percent of construction cost, 
or $440,000, are “educated guesses.” 
Collins said. Contingency is an amount 
added to construction costs to fund any 
unanticipated expenses.

Even the space for a temporary 
library at $54,000 for 18 months is 
“really just an estimate,” board president 
Dorothea Marcus said. “We may get 
space donated.” Since the library will be 
running on a limited basis in temporary 
space during construction, savings in 
operational expenses could be used to 
defray costs.

The board has already spent $226,082 
on the project and another $150,000 in 
pledges will become available if a bond 
passes. Including possible grants of 
$200,000, the total needed is $6,051,918. 

Collins proposed a hybrid option has 
one scenario with a $1 million fundrais-
ing campaign and a bond of just over 
$5 million.

When trustee Barry Miller asked 
whether later donations can be used to 
pay down the bond, Marcus explained 
a bond is akin to a home equity line of 
credit. You don’t have to use the full 
amount that was bonded. So if the board 
decides to bond $6.7 million but only uses 
$5 million, the payments will be based 
on the lower amount.

The change in cost may be a problem 
unless it’s explained. “What’s missing is 
reaching out to the public. They heard 
$4.4 million,” Miller said. “It has to be 
explained to them in very clear, simple 
language they can understand.”

Collins said an outreach campaign 
can only go so far. “I’d say 70 percent of 
the people are going to walk in to vote 
and see, Do I approve x million dollars? 
We can try as hard as we can and we’ll 
only reach 30 percent of the people,” 
Collins said. “I’m much more confident 
of raising $1 million than I am of getting 
a large bond passed. That’s why I’m in 
favor of the hybrid.”

Collins floated the idea of hiring a 
professional fundraiser to help with the 
task of getting $1 million in donations.

“It’s chancy,” responded trustee and 
fiscal officer Liz Rosen. “Professional 
fundraisers are sometimes successful and 
sometimes a waste of money.”

Trustees plan to consider the options 
and make a decision at their August 20 
meeting, where they will also approve the 
2021 operational budget to send to voters 
on October 1. A bond vote is planned for 
the November 3 election.

P H O T O S  B Y  D I O N  O G U S T

The weekly drum circle at the Village Green in Woodstock.

Ride Back in Time 
on the Historic Trolley!

Tour the Museum and Exhibits 
Visit our Gift Shop

THE TROLLEY MUSEUM OF NEW YORK IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 501(C)(3). 

Please support the museum with your tax deductible donation.

The Tro

89 E. Strand, Kingston
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Kingston Waterfront

lley Museum
of New York

845-331-3399 
www.TMNY.org

Open 12 - 5 pm
Saturday, Sunday 
and Holidays
May - October
Free Parking! 

Charters Available

Volunteers needed:
drivers, conductors, flag 

people, mechanics, carpenters, 
bookkeeper, gift shop, 

fundraisers, tracklayers, etc.

THE TROLLEY MUSEUM OF NEW YORK IS A PRIVATE, 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 501(C)(3).

Please support the museum with your tax deductible donation.



   15August 19, 2020
Hudson Valley One |Ulster Publishing

green during the drumming. The 
only police involvement in the past 
that Johnson can recall was when 
people tried to evade law enforce-
ment by blending in with the crowd.

The town has provided as much 
help as it can. The police have tried 
to keep the peace.

Part of the village green belongs 
to the Dutch Reformed Church. Un-
der a longstanding agreement with 
the church, the town maintenance 
department keeps the area clean 
and the police patrol it. The church 
decides which groups can use it, 
and the drum circle is authorized 
to do so.

“Last week, they sent somebody 
in with a camera,” Johnson said 
of the Freedom First group. That 
somebody was Paula Gloria Barton, 
who along with her husband, Joe 
Barton, have made drum-circle 
participants feel uncomfortable 
with their presence. “From my 
perspective, there’s supposed to be 
no politics on church property. So I 
escorted her out and they sent in one 
of their big, burly guys to get in my face 
about it,” Johnson said. “We shouldn’t 
have to be putting up with this kind of 
shit. The church has done whatever they 
can do. They’ve got that ironed out.”

The town can only do so much. Su-
pervisor Bill McKenna has done what 
he can do. “He’s got them on the corner,” 
said Johnson. “And the police really can’t 
do anything else unless they actually slug 
me or something. So we’re kind of at a 
standstill for the time being.”

Johnson said he even recently 

announced the Freedom First Party’s 
presence and invited anyone to go talk to 
them if they wanted more information. 
“Of course, nobody went over there. And 
the idea is somebody can go over and 
visit them, but do not bring your politics 
into my drum circle, ok,” Johnson said. 

“Otherwise it’s going okay. The people 
who are coming are cooperating.”

Johnson said he has tried to avoid 
confrontation with the Bartons because 
of their reputation for being “very liti-
gious people.”

In a recent Facebook post, Johnson 

said he was going to step back from his 
organizational duties amid concerns the 
situation could escalate. He returned 
after the Freedom First Party tent was 
moved to another corner with a bit 
more distance from the circle. Johnson 
said there;s still  opportunity for an 
altercation.

Before the pandemic, Johnson used 
to bring “cartloads of drums” so anyone 
who wanted could join. That addition 
was a hit with tourists. 

Things have changed. “Now the only 
people I got coming are the people who 
bring the own equipment, and those are 
usually the regulars, anyway,” he said. 
“The tourists still come and watch from 
outside the designated, taped-off area, 
but not as many as came before.’

As the cold weather approaches, 
Johnson hopes the circle can meet again 
in Maria’s Bazaar, a nearby store, as 
before, of course with social distancing.

“Personally, I’m just happy we’re able 
to do it at all,” Johnson said. “I cannot 
tell you how many people have come up 
to me and tell me I’m glad you guys are 
doing it.”

The Freedom First tent.

Our personalized Zoom art classes nurture and develop 
creativity in young children through play and discovery.

Parents participate too!

SPACE STATION
SELF STORAGE

UP TO 30% OFF
3-12 MONTHS, NO DEPOSIT

338-5799
MOVE-IN
SPECIAL

RTS. 28/209
JUST OFF NYS T’WAY

commUNITY Clay Project

Kingston Midtown Arts District Presents the 6th Annual

  

SEPTIC & REPAIR
Design • Install • Maintain

Septic Pumping and Cleaning
 Repairs and Replacements 

Cesspool/Dry Wells
Leach Fields • Septic Inspections

Excavation Services
Sewer Pump Service

Engineering Available

Our family business taking care of 
your family's business since 1952

1993 State Rte. 32, Modena
Family Owned and Operated

845-883-5440
www.dawesseptic.com
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Gardiner | community

Signs of the times
Mural depicting 
protesters now on 
view at Majestic 
Park in Gardiner

by Frances Marion Platt

S
adly, due to the pan-

demic there will be no 
Gardiner Day this year. 
The highlight of last 
year’s event was the cre-
ation of a mural on the 

wall of the handball court in Majestic 
Park, simply titled Gardiner and illus-
trating various attractions of the town. 
Designed by the eminent street artist 
Lady Pink, who relocated from New 

York City to Gardiner several years 
ago, it was painted with help from an 
enthusiastic gang of tiny Gardinerites. 
The plan was for this mural to stay up 
permanently, while the blank side of 
the wall would host a temporary mural 
each succeeding year, as long as some-
one volunteered a new idea.

Absent the street festival that nor-
mally takes place shortly after Labor Day 
weekend, the next phase of the mural 
project was carried out last weekend 
with little fanfare and but a whiff of 
controversy. The proposal for the 2020 
flip-side mural came from a group of New 
Paltz High School students who were 

studying art during the spring semester 
with Todd Martin. In a series of remote 
meetings, about a dozen high schoolers 
brainstormed a design that addressed re-
cent protests occurring across the nation.

“We talked about what we wanted it 
to be about,” said Nikola Salvestrini, 15, 
as she wrapped up her work on the mural 
on Saturday afternoon. “It was June, the 
Black Lives Matter riots were going on, 
plus it was the end of Pride Month. We 
wanted it to deal with discrimination 
against the LGBTQ, black and Latinx 
communities.”

“The students wanted to make some-
thing that was relevant to current world 

issues,” art teacher Martin explained. 
“They came up with the idea of a group 
of peaceful protesters – not just human 
characters, but people of all different 
shapes and colors.” Indeed, the design 
includes lurid blue, green and purple 
faces alongside more natural brown 
and beige ones, plus an alien and some 
familiar cartoon characters: Studio 
Ghibli icon Totoro, Finn from Adventure 
Time, Patrick the starfish from Sponge 
Bob. All the characters stood around the 
periphery of the rectangle holding protest 
signs – and therein lay the controversy.

While the image overall is vibrant and 
upbeat, some of the messages conveyed 
on the signs made some town officials 
uneasy when they reviewed the proposal 
for the mural at the August 11 town-board 
meeting. “I got a call from a resident who 

L A D Y  P I N K

Todd Martin’s New Paltz High School art class has painted a Black Lives Matter mural at Majestic Park in Gardiner.
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A Warm Irish Welcome 
Awaits You At

Gastropub • Dining • Events

Eclectic American Cuisine 
with an Irish Twist!

� Featuring Chef Josh Paige �

NOW OPEN FOR LIMITED 
INDOOR DINING! 

Amazing Outdoor  
Dining Options! 

Enjoy Our Screened Porch  
and Patio,  Tent or  

Magical Locust Grove!

Full Irish Breakfast served 
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21A Colonial Drive, New Paltz
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Pets Welcome! • Pool & Laundry on Site
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Locations throughout the Hudson Valley 
866.440.0391 / UlsterSavings.com
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independence with US!

Open a Smart Start Checking Account
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• Zero liability* debit Mastercard®

• No minimum balance

• No monthly service charge

Enroll in Swipe and Save
Round up your debit card purchases to the nearest 
dollar and the difference will be transferred to a 
designated Ulster Savings Bank savings account. 
Stop by a branch and enroll today.

Get $25**
 

Complete 10 modules on our online financial 
education portal and get $25 from US.

* Certain restrictions, terms, and conditions apply. Contact1-800-Mastercard® for 
more details. ** Account credit is reported on a 1099-INT as interest earned.

HOMEGROWN
SWEET CORN! 

Delicious Fresh Produce 
Picked Every Day!
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and much more!
Cider Donuts & More 
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Let us design your 
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CABINET SHOP
Woodstock • 845.679.2002
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FREE (WiFi) • Microwave and fridge in all rooms

Welcome back, students!

Hudson Valley One
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www.hudsonvalleyone.com

Local news & information.

said that it didn’t represent their Gardin-
er,” said supervisor Marybeth Majestic. 
She pointed out several slogans related 
to police brutality, including “Hands Up, 
Don’t Shoot” and “I Can’t Breathe,” as 
examples of sentiments that would not 
be supported by all Gardinerites.

Councilman Franco Carucci ac-
knowledged that such harsh slogans 
might upset parents who bring very 
small children to the park, and noted 
that the town doesn’t even have its own 
police department in need of reform. 
Nonetheless, he said, “I’m okay with it 

as is …. Art is meant to make us a little 
uncomfortable, to think outside the box.”

“I do not think the town board of the 
Town of Gardiner has the responsibility 
to make some of its residents uncom-
fortable. Our job is to change things to 
make things better,” countered council-

man Warren Wiegand. What slogans 
had he found objectionable? Wiegand 
cited “Silence Is Violence,” “Justice Now,” 
“Fund My Education” and “Racism Is a 
Public-Health Emergency,” in addition 
to those previously mentioned by the 
supervisor.
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OPENING WEEKEND!
ETHAN ALLEN

TRANSPORTATION, INC.

NOW HIRING
Openings for School Van Drivers

Excellent Pay & Benefits • Flexible Hours • Sign-on Bonus

  CALL TODAY 845-339-3115
Will Train Qualified Applicants

For Their CDL License
113 Hunter Street, Kingston, NY 12401

www.peacelovejerkytreats.com
845-706-2205

Majestic suggested that the town 
could officially distance itself from the 
political positions expressed by asking 
the artists to include a disclaimer on the 
bottom of the mural, crediting the high 
school students with the design. She  said 
that she would ask the students to amend 
some of the wording after considering 
the board’s qualms.

“I told the kids about that, and they 
weren’t feeling it,” Lady Pink said drily 
as the first day of painting was winding 
down. “I let the students choose the 
themes. This is what they chose – plus 
some stuff that was even stronger, but 
was left out. I am not the judge of what is 
right and wrong in activism. I’m thrilled 
that they’re filled with empathy, which 

is a healthy feeling.”
With regard to the concern that the 

references to violence might be strong 
stuff for the youngest park users, Lady 
Pink framed it as a teachable moment 
for families. “The truth is scary for little 
children. They’re going to ask uncom-
fortable questions. It’s a great conversa-
tion-starter for explaining it to little kids. 
Like the sign says, ‘Silence Is Violence.’”

The artist noted that, while the town 
had loaned the use of the handball wall to 
the artists, it wasn’t supplying a budget 
for the project. “If they were funding 
this, then they would have a lot of say.” 
Pink’s ongoing art education projects 
are primarily funded by a grant from the 
Martin Wong Foundation.

Supervisor Majestic showed up on 
Sunday to view the work-in-progress 
and to discuss possible changes in word-

ing. The artists stood their ground and 
completed the mural just as they had 
planned. The only change they made was 
the addition of the suggested “disclaimer,” 
in tiny letters: 

“Artwork and views as expressed 
by students of New Paltz High School, 
2020,” it read.

Gardiner endorses BLM
On August 3, about 200 residents 

turned out for the March in Solidarity for 
Black Lives organized by Move Forward 
NY, marching from the Gardiner town 
hall to the pavilion in Majestic Park. 
During the peaceful protest, organizers 
collected signatures on a petition asking 
the town to endorse the premise that 
Black Lives Matter and to take action to 
make the town a more welcoming place 
to people of color.

At the August 11 virtual town-board 
meeting, members voted to endorse the 
principles recommended by both the 
organizers of the March and the Gardiner 
Democratic Committee. After the usual 
series of Whereases, the resolution orig-
inally stated that the board “denounces 
systemic violence and racism, affirms that 
Black Lives Matter and reaffirms that 
Gardiner is an inclusive and welcoming 
community.”

In their discussion, the officials 
acknowledged the need to make prac-
tical changes at the municipal level, 
particularly with regard to expanding 
the availability of affordable housing in 
a town with an overwhelmingly white 
population. “Just having good sentiments 
and passing a resolution is not enough,” 
said David Dukler. 

“We really need tangible actions,” 
Warren Wiegand agreed.

Councilwoman Laura Walls chal-
lenged her colleagues to make the 
wording of the resolution less aspi-

NORZOM

A Fine Collection 
of Himalayan Arts

40 Mill Hill Road
Woodstock, NY 12498

845-679-1004
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Steve Heller’s 

ROBERT BLOOMER         FREE ESTIMATE/FULLY INSURED
• TAKE DOWNS
• CHIPPING
• TOPPING
• CLEARING
• SCENIC VIEWS
• CABLING
• STORM DAMAGES

TREE REMOVAL & STUMP GRINDING LLC
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Now is the time to upgrade 
your propane supplier 

• Prepay/Budget Plans

• Guaranteed Supply

• Reliable Delivery

• Expert Service

• Open 24/7/365

• No Hidden Fees

Capped Price Protection
Free Propane Tank Swap

rational and more specific. Her sug-
gested text replacing the last line was 
unanimously adopted: “The Town of 

Gardiner commits to actions necessary 
to create meaningful and measurable 
change.”
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Region | schools

Rapid response
Ulster County 
executive announces 
initiatives ahead of 
school reopenings

U
lster County executive 

Pat Ryan reports that a rapid 
response plan is being devel-
oped to help with the reopen-

ing of Ulster County schools in Sep-
tember and October. Ryan spoke with 
school superintendents from all nine 
Ulster County districts within Ulster 

County last week to discuss the coun-
ty’s plan to support them. The five-part 
plan will focus on setting guidelines for 
proper screening and testing process-
es, investigating positive cases through 
contact tracing, offering support for 
school-specific isolation plans, estab-
lishing a communication plan between 
the county and individual school dis-
tricts, and providing protection for stu-
dents and faculty.

Nearly 30,000 masks will be available 
for students and staff  at school districts 
planning on opening in Ulster County. The 
county will also provide public-health nurses 

on standby to advise the school districts and 
to respond to potential clusters of positive 
cases and other health-related scenarios. 
Additionally, the county is fi nalizing plans to 
test all school staff  prior to schools reopening 
for in-person instruction. 

“As a parent, I understand the anxiety 
and concern that so many parents, teachers 
and students are feeling right now about 
reopening schools,” Ryan said. “My top pri-
ority is to ensure the health and safety of our 
residents and we are 100 percent committed 
to working with our school districts to ensure 
a safe environment. Our team is prepared to 
provide any and all resources to our school, 
and we will closely monitor the public health 
situation in order to proactively respond to 
any potential public-health scenario.” 

Ulster County has taken a proactive 
approach to control and counter the 
pandemic, Ryan said. “On March 13, 
Ulster County was the first county to close 
schools ahead of the statewide decision 
to do so,” said Ryan. “Additionally, Ulster 
County is believed to be the first county 
to set up a fully staffed Covid-19 hotline 
when the first case appeared.”

Region | schools

Learning curve

New Paltz, Kingston, Saugerties and Onteora school districts 
all start with remote learning

by Crispin Kott

L
ast week, the New Paltz 

school system said it would 
start the 2020-21 school year 
with remote learning, opting 
out of a favored hybrid model 
that would have seen students 

in all grades attending in-person lessons 
a couple of times each week. Now other 
local districts have followed suit. King-
ston, Saugerties and Onteora will also 
begin with remote learning for at least 
the first month of the school year. 

The reasons given were varied. All 
centered on concerns for safety. Some 
districts reported supply-chain issues 
with various PPE (personal protective 
equipment) or cleaning supplies. Some 
said remote learning would provide the 
time for more training of teachers and 
other staff. More time in an ever-evolving 
pandemic is something in short supply. 
“It would really help us instill in our 
families and our faculty that we have 
our safety protocols in place and show 
people that we have the PPE in place,” 
said Kingston schools superintendent 
Paul Padalino on August 12, two days 
before a virtual meeting of the school 
board made the switch to all-remote 
learning official. 

Padalino noted that school districts 
generally begin planning for the start of 
a new school year at the beginning of the 
calendar year. “To try and think about 
September in early-to-mid-August is a 
struggle,” he said. “Especially when we 
have new regulations and new hoops 
that we have to jump through.”

A really strange time
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the 

New York State Education Department 
(NYSED) gave school districts across 
the state two weeks in the second half 
of July to formulate the framework 

of three different plans for reopening 
next month. Local districts devised 
hypothetical scenarios for a full return 
to the classroom, a full continuation of 
the remote learning used for the last few 
months of the 2019-20 school year, or a 
hybrid mix of the two. 

On August 7, a week after the dead-
line, Cuomo gave districts the okay to 
reopen. School districts around the state 
joined those locally in favoring a model 
that would allow at least some students 
to learn in person, even though the at-
mosphere would be totally different than 
what they thought back in early March. 

Padalino said he began to pump the 
brakes on a hybrid plan that would have 
seen all students in grades K-6 back in 
classrooms after meetings with teachers 

and parents. The decision to begin with 
remote learning in Kingston, though 
a difficult one, was seen as a bridge to 
a return to classrooms. Kingston now 
hopes tentatively to shift to the hybrid 
model on October 13.

Padalino said the idea was to keep 
moving forward as opposed to having 
to take a step back. “It’s not great,” he 
conceded. “It’s nothing anybody wants to 
do. It’s like Sophie’s Choice here. I know 
parents are struggling with kids at home 
and remote learning isn’t ideal, but they 
also want to make sure their kids are safe. 
It’s a really strange line. Delaying the 
opening for a little while may be the most 
prudent move for us. Maybe not the best 
educationally, but definitely the safest.”

Most districts feel the lessons learned 

during three months of remote learning 
to close out the 2019-20 school year 
would provide a greatly improved ex-
perience for students this year. “Having 
that synchronous learning where kids 
and teachers are interacting in real time 
is an important piece,” Padalino said. 
“Having our school teachers in the build-
ings where they have access to reliable 
technology and reliable internet access 
and reliable bandwidth is also important. 
If we go to an all remote type of situation 
for students we are going to want our 
teachers in their classrooms where the 
resources are.”

Ready for transition
Saugerties is planning to offer remote 

learning through October 5, at which 
time it will either continue on the same 
path or begin phasing in its hybrid model. 
“We believe it is best for students to be in 
our buildings but feel that going remote 
will allow for better continuity of learning 
as the region grapples with reopening,” 
said Saugerties superintendent Kirk 
Reinhardt in an August 13 press release. 
“In addition, this will ensure we have 
received our Personal Protective Equip-
ment and that all staff are trained in our 
protocols and educational platforms …. 
We understand the difficulties this poses 
for families. We are grateful for the sup-
port of our school community in these 
challenging and ever-changing times.”

The Saugerties board held a virtual 
town hall later that evening to discuss 
the plan. “The goal is to create an envi-
ronment that is not only academically 
safe but also socially and emotionally 
safe for our students and our staff,” said 
Reinhardt during the meeting. “I believe 
by giving us this time to train our staff and 
put our protocols in place …. It’ll get us 
into a place where as we start transition-
ing to in-person education.” Reinhardt 
said the district’s decision had been 
difficult. “My goal is to have 100 percent 
of our students in our buildings,” he said. 
“I’ve been in education for over 30 years. 
I know what it means for students and 
staff when we start getting closer to Labor 
Day, and how much everybody wants to 
be back in school. I just want to make sure 
we’re doing it in a way that’s conducive 
to learning … from an academic point of 
view and an emotional point of view as 
well as a safety point of view.”

Saugerties parents are being asked to 
submit a form available on the district’s of-
ficial website stating whether they would 
rather have their students return to class 
on October 5 or continue remote learning

‘We miss our students’
Onteora confirmed plans to open the 

school year with a fully remote learning 
model on August 14. In a letter sent to par-

D I O N  O G U S T

Students wiil have to wait indefi nitely before returning to in-person learning at New Paltz High School.
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ents, Onteora superintendent Victoria 
McLaren summarized the district’s plans 
to open with a hybrid model, including se-
curing PPE and shoring up cleaning and 
disinfecting protocols, purchasing and 
using a pre-school screening program, 
ordering temperature screening units 
for each entrance to school buildings, 
and coordinating testing and contact 
tracing plans for when schools reopen. 
The district will use the month of Sep-
tember to ensure all their protocols are 
in place and ready for the safe return of 
students in the hybrid model. 

“We realize that we will not be able 
to test and refine the use of these various 
items and procedures in time to imple-
ment our plan beginning on September 
9th as we had originally planned,” wrote 
McLaren. “As such, we will be delaying the 
implementation of our in-person learning 
model until October first for students. 
During the month of September, we will 
implement the remote learning model 
from our buildings for all students, while 
also testing our safety protocols to ensure 
that they are working properly. We need 
to keep in mind that once we do welcome 

our students back, our families must be 
prepared for intermittent short-term clo-
sures based on isolation and quarantine 
requirements related to positive cases 
of Covid within our school community.”

McLaren said the district understood 
that the temporary move to a remote 
model to open the school year might be 
a hardship for many families. She asked 
for flexibility, patience and understand-
ing. “We are committed to providing 
our community with the most effective 
and safe learning environment possi-
ble,” she wrote. “We miss our students 
tremendously. Our hearts and hallways 
are empty without them.”

School districts across the state are 
required to host a handful of virtual 
town halls to discuss their plans for the 
2020-21 school year. 

Live-streamed meetings
The New Paltz Central School is 

hosting a series of live-streamed meet-
ings where Superintendent Angela Ur-
bina-Medina will present information 
and answer questions families may have 
about its school reopening plans. The 

next meeting is planned for Thursday, 
August 20 at 6 p.m. A link to access the 
meeting will be posted to the district’s 
homepage at www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us 
30 minutes prior to the event.

Previous meeting were held on Au-
gust 11 and August 18. 

The August 20 meeting will focus on 
K-12 remote and in-person instruction, 
technology and connectivity, support-
ing teaching and learning and special 
education.  

Participants are able to submit their 
questions to Superintendent Urbina-Me-
dina in advance of the session using 
a Google form found on the district 
homepage or by visiting https://forms.
gle/WdRF6P3JhdPmdjLV9. 

Superintendent Urbina-Medina be-
lieves that offering a remote format is the 
best option for allowing the greatest level 
of participation for parents and caregiv-
ers. “This format allows our community 
to safely participate and eliminates the 
concern for arranging for childcare or 
overcoming other logistical challenges. 
Asking for questions to be submitted in 
advance allows us to categorize similar 

questions and obtain answers for any 
that may require additional research or 
consultation with other district staff,” 
she explained. 

“I know that the issue of reopening 
schools is fraught with emotion, opinions 
and passion,” she added. “We all desire 
the safest and most effective learning 
environment for our students and hope 
these conversations with our parents and 
caregivers will provide an opportunity for 
them to become familiar and comfortable 
with our path to reopening.”

The recordings of all three sessions 
will also be made available online and a 
frequently asked question (FAQ) docu-
ment is also being created to share on 
the website.  

For specifics relating to your school 
district, visit their official websites: 
Kingston:  https://www.kingstoncity-
schools.org/ 

New Paltz:  http://www.newpaltz.
k12.ny.us/

Onteora:  https://www.onteora.k12.
ny.us/

Saugerties:  https://www.saugerties.
k12.ny.us/.

Region | schools

Champions of education

Ulster BOCES plans 
to give school districts 
a day each week for 
hands-on lab classes, 
with the remainder 
of its off erings 
taught remotely

by Crispin Kott

W
hile local school 

districts grapple 
with whether to 
reopen schools 
next month, Ul-
ster BOCES, which 

provides educational alternatives for 
all eight public school districts in the 
county, is keeping one eye on those dis-
tricts and the other on its own plans for 
reopening. Students travel from their 
home school districts to a few BOCES 
centers, including the Career & Techni-
cal Center (CTC) in Port Ewen, which 
may reopen to students even if their 
home districts are beginning the 2020-
21 school year with remote learning. 

“That’s the decision as of August 12, 
because everything can change,” said 
Ulster BOCES superintendent Charles 
Khoury. The current plan is to give school 
districts one day each week for hands-on 
lab classes at the CTC, with the remainder 
of their offerings being taught remotely. 
Roughly 250 students are expected to 
attend that facility each day. 

“We looked at the enrollment by 
district and looked at the square foot-
age of all the classrooms,” Khoury said. 
“In each of the 26 programs, we would 
be able to maintain not just six feet of 
social distance, but actually eight feet 
of social distance. We’ll increase the 
recommendations from the state by an-
other 30 percent so we have more space 
for equipment and students.”

Courses will be augmented by remote 
learning.

“If I was working on a fender in auto 
collision, the sanding and working on 

body filler and things like that, I could 
video two-to-three-minute clips with 
the teacher narrating,” Khoury said. “Is 
that the same as doing it yourself? Not 
really, but in this YouTube world that we 
live in, many of us have probably had the 
experience where we’ve tried things in 
our own lives by watching a video.”

Khoury himself does it all the time. 
“I get my iPad and set it up. Whether 
I’m changing a thermocouple on a water 
heater, I watch a video,” he explained. “I 
watch 15 seconds, stop it, and do that 
little piece. And that’s how people are 
learning these days, anyway. It’s not 
the same as having a mentor teacher 
watching standing over your shoulder 
and watching you, but that’s probably 
the best that we can do.”

Ulster BOCES is prepared to bring 

in every student to its special-education 
offerings. “Because of the small nature of 
our classes, we’ve calculated the square 
footage of every classroom, taking allow-
ances for chairs and equipment, and we 
can bring all of our special ed students 
in every day, five days a week.”

While Governor Andrew Cuomo 
gave the green light for school districts 
to reopen for in-person classes, many if 
not most have decided to start the year 
with a fully remote learning model. That 
includes local districts like Kingston, 
New Paltz, Onteora and Saugerties, all of 
which considered hybrid models before 
instead opting for remote learning. 

Districts may still allow for in-person 
study at BOCES from the start of the 
school year. “Each one of our districts is 
pondering that question,” Khoury said. 

“We’re available if they want to send them 
in, and we will do remote if they don’t. 
However they want us to provide the 
services, we will be able to do it.”

During a meeting on Wednesday, 
August 12, Saugerties superintendent 
Kirk Reinhardt didn’t rule out in-per-
son BOCES, even though his district 
will start the school year with remote 
learning. “That is still on the table,” said 
Reinhardt. “If we can make it work even 
as a phase-in situation, I would love to 
make that happen.”

Khoury said that parents are being 
given the choice of opting into a re-
mote-learning model for BOCES, even if 
students are allowed to attend in-person 
by their home school districts. A BOCES 
survey of parents and guardians found 
roughly 14 percent of parents and guard-
ians wanted their kids to stay home. 

“We kind of perfected that in the 
spring,” Khoury said, 
adding that it was 
not an entirely perfect 
system. “The lab part 
of CTC, it doesn’t work. 
It’s demos with videos, 
those kinds of things.   
We’ll do the theory part 
of the class, and we’ve 
given some teachers 
GoPro cameras so they 
can either video or 
livestream.”

Khoury said that 
Ulster BOCES isn’t just preparing for 
cleaning and safety protocols for keeping 
its buildings open. It’s also planning for 
the likelihood that it might at some point 
have to quickly close its doors and shift 
to a fully remote learning model. 

“We try to perfect what I call a clo-
sure-proof curriculum,” Khoury said. 
“Just in sheer numbers we have well over 
a thousand kids coming to our program if 
everybody physically came, plus another 
250 teachers. So that’s 1200 people who 
could be unknowingly carrying the virus. 
At some point somebody is going to test 
positive, and we have the procedures and 
protocols for that. But we have to be able 
to, even if we’re in person, go fully remote 
in a moment’s notice. We got good at 
that in March, because that really was a 
moment’s notice.”

“So that’s 1200 people who could be unknowingly 
carrying the virus. At some point somebody is going 
to test positive, and we have the procedures and 
protocols for that. But we have to be able to, even if 
we’re in person, go fully remote in a moment’s notice.”

D I O N  O G U S T

Ulster County Boces in Port Ewen.
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Saugerties | village

Growing pains
Operating the 
Saugerties water-
weed cutter is 
more complex than 
originally thought

by David Gordon

T
he Village of Sau-

gerties recently went 
through with the pur-
chase of a weed harvester 
to remove invasive water 
chestnuts and Eurasian 

milfoil from the Esopus Creek. The 
harvester will work in three areas: 
around the village beach, off the town’s 
shoreline, and on property belonging 
to John Mullen that abuts the creek. 
The cost of the machine, training and 
expenses associated with the harvester 
were split three ways, with each of the 
three putting up $25,000.

Difficulties have come up with the 
operation of the machine, which has only 
been in use for a short time this summer. 
Village trustees have acknowledged 
that owning and running the harvester 
is a more complex task than they had 
envisioned.

The machine pulls weeds up by the 
roots, reducing their ability to grow back 
in the following season, rather than sim-
ply cutting off the tops. 

“The weed harvester has been in the 
water, but it’s out this week,” trustee Terry 
Parisian told his colleagues at the village 
board’s most recent meeting. “We’re 
looking to hire two people to run it, we 
can have more time in the water. It’s hard 
to keep that boat running with the DPW 
[Department of Public Works] crew 
because the two guys that are running 
it are working with the DPW helping 
out Rich [public works superintendent 

Richard Forbes]. We need manpower 
and maintenance on it.”

Mayor William Murphy has discussed 
the matter with Forbes. “I said we need 
to get it out a few days this week, and he 
committed to me it will be out this week.”   

Forbes had been confident that his 
department could handle the weed har-
vesting, but it is becoming apparent that 
more manpower is needed to get the full 
value out of the machine. Parisian, who 
oversees the public works department for 
the village board, was concerned about 
the need for additional attention to it. He 
noted that residents have complained of 
street potholes that need to be filled. The 
workers are needed for that job.

The beach is more of an environmen-
tal matter, which should be shared be-
tween the village and the town, Parisian 
said. The town could be stepping in and 
working with the village.

Trustee Donald Hackett, whose 
responsibilities include the harvester, 
said he has met with Forbes, and after 
discussion with Forbes and Murphy, “it 
has been worked out that we are going 
to hire at least two people. We’ll make 
a schedule for the harvester, it could be 
out there with whoever we hire. They 
would have to have boating experience 
and mechanical experience.”

At the time the harvester was pur-
chased, some board members had doubts 
as to whether the DPW could handle the 
job with the department’s existing staff, 
Hackett said. With experience, the village 
has learned that more help will indeed be 
needed. With the additional manpower, 
the weed harvesting would still be under 
the auspices of the DPW, Hackett said.

A number of volunteers have come 
forward to help, Parisian said. Hackett 
cited insurance and liability problems 
that would make this solution impossible. 

The harvester has to return to the 
beach area to unload the weeds it has 
collected and then return to the site 
where it was working. Could not the 
weeds be offloaded to a DPW vehicle 
that would return them to the village 
compost area? Some landowners who 
have offered to allow weeds to be placed 
on their properties. “We’ll have to get 
written permission from the landown-
ers,” Hackett said.

Village treasurer Paula Kerbert said 
the village could have trouble if it started 
asking landowners to take weeds onto 
their property. 

“We’re not asking people,” Hackett 
responded. “People are volunteering, and 
when they volunteer we’re going to get 
a written statement from them. It may 
not happen; I don’t know.” 

People have been coming in to ask 
about the use of the harvester, Kerbert 
said, “so we do have some interest in it.”

The DPW had been excited with the 
idea of handling the harvester, Murphy 
said. While there have been “growing 
pains,” the village has gained valuable 
experience, and the operation should 
go more smoothly in the future. Murphy 
said he would like to see a second dock 
at the creek that would allow the craft 
to remain on the creek full-time so the 
operators would not have to bring it to 
the creek each time. “We’re working it 
out,” he said. “We will figure it out.” 

Hackett noted that the boat had 
been docked on the creek the previous 
weekend. He agreed that there should 
be a second dock, “But that’s future,” he 
said. “That’s next year. We have, what, 
ten weeks left with the harvester, so we 
will try to get as much done as possible. 
Next year, we’ll jump right on it. Like 
Bill said, we’ve learned a lot, and it is a 
learning process for us.” 

F I L E  P H O T O

The harvester at work last year, while Marine Diving Service owned it. Zdenek Ulman, also known as Z, the owner of Marine 
Diving Service is operating the boat.

PRAYER TO 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN

(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower 
of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
Blessed Mother of the Son of God. Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the 
Sea, help me and show me, herein you are my 
mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of 
Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you from 
the bottom of my heart to succor me in this 
necessity. There are none that can withstand 
your power. Oh, show me herein you are my 
mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, 
I place this cause in your hands (3x). Holy Spirit, 
you who solve all problems, light all roads so 
that I can attain my goal. You who gave me the 
divine gift to forgive and forget all evil against 
me and that in all instances in my life you are 
with me, I want in this short prayer to thank 
you for all things as you confirm once again 
that I never want to be separated from you in 
eternal glory. Thank you for your mercy toward 
me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be 
granted. This prayer must be published after the 
favor is granted. LAS

Portable 

Toilet 

Rentals

Pine-scented 
green • Rose-
scented pink 
Carmel • White 
Blue • Gray 
Red and blue 
Handicap 
accessible

845-658-8766 • 845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Having an event?
Sporting Events • Concerts • Street 

Festivals • Parks • Construction/
Building Sites • Public Areas

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

TLKLLC

FREE Delivery

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!
Boilers • Hot Water Heaters

Faucets • Sinks
Tubs • Showers

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”
LOW REASONABLE RATES

~ FULLY INSURED ~

New Paltz, NY
(845) 532-1865
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Letters, columns & op-eds

Vote for the 
environment

When Isaias hit New Paltz, my power 
went out for a few hours. It was a minor 
inconvenience. The next morning, as 
the fallen trees were collected and down 
power lines repaired, I was grateful that 
I didn’t have anywhere to be. My expe-
rience of Isaias could have been worse, 
and in future storms, it probably will be.

In a typical June-to-November hur-
ricane season, there are about twelve 
named storms. Isaias was the ninth 
named storm of the 2020 season, mak-
ing it the earliest ninth-named storm 
on record. Inevitably, this means we 
will see an exceptionally high number of 
named storms this year and potentially 
for another Superstorm Sandy situation. 

In 2018, the fourth National Climate 
Assessment warned that the U.S. would 
see an increase in severe weather patterns 
that disrupted electric grids, transpor-
tation and other infrastructure because 
of climate change. The havoc last week’s 

storm wreaked on parts of the state seems 
to prove the 2018 prediction was right. 
In other words, Isaias is not an anomaly, 
but a reminder of our future if we don’t 
curb emissions. 

We can curb our emissions, though. 
The Energy Innovation and Carbon Divi-
dend Act will reduce America’s emissions 
by at least 40 percent in twelve years. If 
put into law right now, we could see a 90 
percent eduction by 2050. We shouldn’t 
accept storms like Isaias as part of the 
new normal when we have the ability to 
solve the problem. Let’s vote this election 
cycle for the environment and demand 
legislation like the Energy Innovation 
and Carbon Dividend Act.

Remy Naumann

Citizens Climate Lobby
New Paltz

Of viewsheds and 
containers

I would like to take this opportunity 
to pay special tribute to all those in our 
community who have chosen to enter 
public service. Only recently did I discov-
er just how brave and strong one must 
be to participate in the political arena.

My lesson was borne out of a posting 
I made last week (my first) to Gardiner’s 
Facebook page. I had downloaded a 
photograph of a rusty yellow shipping 
container that had been placed by a 
propertyowner on one of the town’s most 
valued viewsheds (according to its master 
plan). Members of the group were asked 
what they thought about, in the future, 
requiring owners to locate such instal-
lations in an inconspicuous area so as to 
minimize negative impact on the bucolic 
character of our community. 

The reaction was swift and furious.
Expletives and insults were imme-

diately hurled at me. I was accused of 

being everything from a whiner (for not 
embracing the re-purposing of discarded 
shipping containers) to a city slicker (for 
being raised in the booming metropolis 
of White Plains) to a reckless driver (you 
can’t make this stuff up). And all I was 
doing was asking people in town, my 
neighbors, if they might be interested in a 
very small and limited way of protecting 
the beauty of our town and the value of 
our respective properties.

I did not propose a ban on all shipping 
containers. Nor did I suggest a protest 
against the propertyowner. Yet, each of 
these hecklers — and there were many — 
took my question as yet another assault 
on what they perceive is their personal 
freedom to do whatever they want, when-
ever they want, on their own property.

The bottom line is that I was only 
soliciting thoughts on what I thought to 
be a very minor and non-controversial 
issue. I can only imagine what our local 
public servants must have to endure in 
terms of insults, harassment and person-
al abuse when taking more public stands 
on matters of much greater importance.

So, my hat is off to all those who choose 
to serve us, whether on a voluntary basis 
or to elected office. Each of you represents 
a truly unique profile in courage. As for 
me, I have left the Gardiner Facebook 

group and have returned to my relatively 
quiet life of virtual anonymity.

Scott Alan Klion

Gardiner

New Paltz’s 
Sally Rhoads

Our hearts feel heavy at New Paltz 
village hall with former trustee Sally 
Rhoads’ passing. She spent enormous 
amounts of time and energy serving 
our village, but her list of New Paltz 
contributions and projects spanning 
decades including service on the board of 
education and Elting Memorial Library’s 
board of trustees is truly remarkable. 

Sally, thank you for caring so deeply 
about our community. You will be missed.

Mayor Tim Rogers

New Paltz

Keep the evictions 
moratorium

The United States is currently facing 
a housing crisis with the highest rates 
of homelessness we’ve seen since the 
Great Depression, and millions more 
Americans will lose their homes in the 
coming months. Ulster County’s eviction 
moratorium has offered necessary hous-

D I O N  O G U S T

A display at ArtPort, a new exhibition and cultural activities space that opened in the historic Cornell Steamboat Building in 
Kingston.

Just follow the track
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ing protection for a few short months, but 
that moratorium is set to end in August. 
It’s the duty of this county to place its most 
vulnerable residents first and continue 
the moratorium on evictions throughout 
the duration of this pandemic. 

Even before the pandemic, over a 
quarter of Ulster County residents had 
rent that cost more than half of their 
income, which is double what experts 
agree is affordable. Now with the added 
pandemic-era stressors of job and income 
loss, lack of childcare opportunities, and 
rental and property prices skyrocketing, 
many more of our community members 
are at risk of losing their homes.

The truth is that no one knows how 
long this pandemic will go on. It is very 
possible that in the coming weeks and 
months we will see spikes of Covid 19 in 
our area and beyond. What will follow 
if the county doesn’t end evictions is far 
more people — those who have strug-
gled with housing insecurity for years, 
as well as those who have never had to 
face homelessness — being forced out 
of their homes. 

The evictions moratorium is a crucial 
first step, but our county also needs long-
term solutions to housing insecurity. We 
need to maintain a quarter of the county’s 
housing stock as truly affordable: hous-
ing that is safe, comfortable and costs 
no more than a quarter of a low-income 
person’s income. We need the local land 
banks and land trusts to collaborate 
to purchase available housing stock to 
keep it permanently affordable housing 
for low-income people. We need a tax 
on second-home owners that will fund 
the building of efficiency cottages and 
the rehabilitation of existing houses in 
order to grow the stock of permanently 
affordable homes.. 

This historic moment leaves us at 
a crossroads with two choices. We can 
do nothing and watch the number of 
families evicted from their homes and 
struggling to survive reach unprecedent-
ed heights in the midst of a pandemic. Or 
this county can lead the way in building 
housing security for every one of its 
residents by extending the evictions 
moratorium and committing to long-
term housing reform that will ultimately 
benefit everyone who lives here.

Katy Kondrat

Kingston

Protect property rights
A few years ago, residents of a town 

in China were awakened by an army of 
bulldozers. They were ordered to vacate 
their land so government could build for 
the upcoming Olympic Games.

You may have noticed the “Save the 
Trees” signs in front of the homes on 
Henry W. DuBois Drive in New Paltz. 
These signs are not only about the trees. 
The signs also represent the belief that 
government derives its power from the 
consent of the governed.

If this infringement of propertyowner 
rights is allowed to continue unabated, 
what will stop the government from 
claiming a right-of-way to place an oil 
pipeline in your back yard or to steal 
your water supply or even mandate who 
can pick up your trash? Maybe we are 
already too late.

Paul Bishop

New Paltz

Make it matter
Now that I’ve reinvented the wheel, 

I can invent the unicycle.
Sparrow

Phoenicia

Benefi ts of the Henry W. 
DuBois Drive Pedestrian 
and Bicycle Project

Over the past few weeks, we have 
heard a lot of feedback from property 
owners along the proposed route of the 
Henry W. DuBois Drive Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Project, and would like to take 
this opportunity to more fully explain 
the reasons behind our support of this 
initiative and expand that conversation 
to the broader community. Here are the 
main reasons why the town board sees 
this project as a benefit:

This project, for which the town has 
received $2.85 million dollars in grant 
funding from the State Department of 
Transportation, the NYS Department 
of Environmental Conservation, and the 
Hudson River Valley Greenway, finally 
addresses safety issues for motor vehicles, 
pedestrians and bicyclists along Henry 
W. DuBois Drive. While the tragic 2019 
accident in which one person died and 
four were injured made headlines, many 
do not. Since 2014 alone, there have been 
17 accidents on Henry W. DuBois Drive, 
resulting in 12 injuries (three of which 

were pedestrians). The goal of this project 
is to make this road safe for pedestri-
ans, cyclists and drivers. The proposed 
improvements would require drivers to 
literally stay in their lane, and make it 
clear that this is a shared-use roadway. 
Changes to Henry W. DuBois Drive have 
been referenced for over the last 25 years 
in the 1995 Town Master Plan, the 2006 
New Paltz Land Use/Transportation 
Plan, the 2008 Sidewalk Master Plan 
for the Village and Town of New Paltz, 
the 2011 New Paltz Pedestrian/Bicycle 
Non-Motorized Accessibility Plan and 
the 2014 Safe Routes to School action 
plan, to name a few.

For years, traffic engineers have 
argued that the dominant street-design 
standards in America overvalue the speed 
and flow of automobile traffic, at the 
expense of pleasant neighborhoods that 
are walkable, bikeable and financially 
productive. Better bicycle pedestrian fa-
cilities like protected bike lanes increase 
bicycling among people who do not cur-
rently ride or walk. Henry W. DuBois is 
generally considered a dangerous place 
to walk or ride a bike, and improving 
the safety for bicyclists and pedestrians 
would allow for healthy, environmentally 
friendly travel, decreasing auto use and 
limiting risk. In fact, better bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities reduce non-fatal 
road injuries by 90% — not just for 
non-motorized users but for drivers as 
well, — and a 2019 study of 13 years of 
accidents in 12 major US cities showed 
that separate and protected bike lanes 
were the strongest indicator of lower 
fatality and injury rates. Where cycle 
tracks were most abundant on a citywide 
basis, fatal crash rates dropped by 44 
percent compared to the average city, 
and injury rates were halved. Henry W. 
DuBois Drive intersects along its entire 
length with the highest concentration of 
apartment complexes and condomini-
ums in the town and village. Providing 
safe pedestrian and bicycle routes in this 
heavily-populated area, especially for 
seniors, children, people with disabilities, 
and residents who are less likely to own 
vehicles, is a priority. 

In addition to improving safety, 
bicycle and pedestrian routes such as 
the one proposed for Henry W. DuBois 
Drive have economic benefits as well. 
Numerous studies have shown that real 
estate values increase with proximity 
to bicycle paths and walking trails. Not 
only will Henry W. become passable for 
non-motorized traffic, it will provide a 

safe connection to the Wallkill Valley 
Rail Trail, the walkway Over the Hudson 
via the Empire State Trail, the Commu-
nity Center, Moriello Park and Pool, the 
Harcourt-Nyquist Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Historic Huguenot Street, the River-to-
Ridge Trail, and other attractions. It will 
also help alleviate parking issues in our 
downtown by allowing residents to safely 
walk and bike to run errands, shop, and 
visit where this was previously impossi-
ble. Simply put, a walkable community 
is a liveable community. 

In order to bring this project to fru-
ition, the steering committee and town 
board committed to working with Alta 
Planning and Design, the firm that liter-
ally wrote the book on bicycle and pedes-
trian facilities, the National Association 
of City Transportation Officials (NAC-
TO)’s Urban Bikeway Design Guide. Alta 
has shown remarkable attention to detail 
throughout this first phase of the project, 
and will continue to do so as the plans 
for the design are finalized. This is still a 
work in progress, and the town board is 
committed to the best possible outcome 
for the community. I invite everyone to 
attend a virtual public meeting on August 
26 at 7:30 p.m. (please check the town 
website for login details) to hear about 
the project and give your feedback on 
the preliminary design. 

Neil Bettez

Town Supervisor, New Paltz

A rout in November
Thanks to those of you who spent 

time in the streets demonstrating against 
myriad things that need to be fixed in our 
nation. As a result, last week’s vise-presi-
dential pick was an answer to our prayers.

Kamala Harris is a woman, a woman 
of color, a decedent of immigrant parents, 
a climate activist, a California attorney 
general and a US senator. What a pick 
for an old white man to make!

And what a perk for this country.
Although the war for the adminis-

trative control of this country is far from 
over, we the people have certainly won a 
significant battle.

In November, in order to make it clear 
that we are not a racist, sexist, homopho-
bic, white supremacist, undemocratic or 
anti-immigrant nation, we must not be 
satisfied with just a win, we must have a 
rout! We must not only dump Trump, we 
must also dump all of those who aligned 
themselves with this troubled president.

Dan and Ann Guenther

New Paltz

Gilbert W. “Gil” Hales
SAUGERTIES….Gilbert W. “Gil” Hales, 
90, of Red Maple Road died Sunday, 
August 9, 2020 at the Baptist Home in 
Rhinebeck, NY.   Born March 4, 1930 
in Floral Park he was the son of the 
late Walter and Gertrude Hales. He was 
a graduate of Muskingum College in 
Ohio. He served in the US Army and 
was a veteran of the Korean War.  Gil 
was a teacher in Denver, CO. and earned 
a MA in History at the University of 
Colo. He earned an MA in counseling at 
Penn State University and was a Guid-
ance Counselor at Suffern (NY) High 
School for many years.
After retiring to Saugerties in 1988, he 
was active in the community, he was a member of the Kiwanis Club and served 
on the Boards of the Saugerties Lighthouse and the Historical Society. He was 
an avid biker and helped create the Saugerties Bike Routes with his friend Mike 
Harkavy.
He is survived by Mary Lou, his wife of 68 years; his children Carolyn (Gary) 
of Boulder, CO, Tom (Vicky) Hales of Denver, CO, Seth Hales of Cheshire, CT 
and Jenny Sherman (Peter) of Charleston, SC; brother, Walter Hales of Toledo, 
OH; seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  He was predeceased by 
a brother, Roy Hales.
His Funeral Service will be held privately and Memorial Service planned for Fall. 
The family would like to thank the staff of the Baptist Home for the love and 
care given to Gil over the last year of his life. Further obituary information and 
expressions of condolence may be shared at SeamonWilseyFuneralHome.com

County Executive Pat Ryan Seeks Ulster County Residents 
To Serve On The 2020 Commission On Reapportionment

What is the Commission? It is a seven-member body, convened every ten years 
following the decennial federal census, to establish the boundaries of the 23 
districts that comprise the Ulster County Legislature.  

Why apply? 

-

Who is eligible? Any County residents registered to vote in Ulster County who, 
since January 30, 2018, have not

not
State, the Ulster County municipal government, or any town, city or village mu-
nicipal governments within Ulster County.  

How do I apply? -
bility to serve.  Your address must be included in your submission.  

By Email to: Exec@co.ulster.ny.us 

 
 

244 Fair Street 
PO Box 1800 

How are applicants selected? 
members of the Commission will be selected by the majority and minority lead-

What is the deadline? 
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Nothing short of treason
Regarding the 8/12/2020 Hudson 

Valley One letter, “Enemies or Rivals,” I 
must make some comments. The letter 
obviously has some valued perspective 
regarding having relationships with 
people who have opposing views.

In normal times, I would find no fault 
with what was said by Marty Klein in his 
well-intentioned letter. The problem is 
that we are not in normal times, and 
our country is being taken apart piece 
by piece through the dismantling of 
government agencies, deregulation of 
corporations, and privatization of public 
services by a president who is obviously 
an uneducated, narcissistic psychopath. 

Currently, Trump is orchestrating the 
disrupting of the U.S. Postal Service so 
that mail-in-ballots can’t be depended 
on. The current resident of the White 
House knows he is going to jail if he loses 
the election, and he is doing everything 
he can to undermine the democratic 
process, even threatening to suspend 
elections. 

To the well-read, it is clear there 

is obviously much more criminal and 
treasonous behavior going on than I 
am expounding on here, but enough 
said to make a point. That point is that, 
this president is planning on trampling 
the rights of the citizens of this country 
by undermining the elections so he can 
remain in office and avoid prosecution. 
Those who would support this kind of 
behavior would be part of the crime.

Recently, a letter was written by 
high-ranking veterans to the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff exhorting them to be ready to 
take Trump out of office if and when he 
loses the election because he is already 
giving signs he won’t leave. 

Anyone who would undermine your 
inalienable rights granted you at birth by 
the creator as stated in the Declaration of 
Independence, or support an individual 
or group of individuals that does so is not 
your rival but your enemy. Taking away 
your rights to vote or any of the rights 
enumerated in the U.S Constitution is a 
serious matter, and nothing a rival would 
do but an enemy would do. 

As Marty eloquently stated, we have 

always had rivals in the U.S. across the 
party lines. and that has always been 
a healthy thing for our democracy. On 
the contrary, what we have now going 
on with Trump is novel. Tthose who 
knowingly collude with him to violate 
the U.S. Constitution, is nothing short of 
treason. It’s time for those who support 
Trump to decide if they will continue with 
their support of a man who has demon-
strated a propensity to violate peoples 
inalienable rights, or will reach across 
the aisle and join those who support the 
U.S. Constitution,

Liberty and justice for all.
Steve Romine

Woodstock

No Deeps dipping
Two years ago, which was two years 

after the problem first started, the Town 

of Woodstock made permits to use Big 
and Little Deep available at the police 
dispatch office, but had to abandon the 
plan when state health officials said 
the town would be assuming liability, 
requiring a lifeguard. 

Rather than come up with other 
solutions to the problems surrounding 
the Big and Little Deep, [town supervisor 
Bill] McKenna, as he has done so many 
other times, procrastinated. The lack of 
a solution resulted in McKenna’s making 
a decision to close down both locations, 
depriving us taxpayers of our use of them 
this summer.

So where does the blame fall? Sure, 
you can blame it on those individuals who 
don’t care about keeping the locations 
clean, but why isn’t there a system in place 
that would have prevented them from 
creating those problems. If no system is 

Anne Carpenter Bienstock
Anne Carpenter Bienstock (“Nanno”) died peacefully, surrounded by 
family, on August 9th, 2020.
Nanno was striking, charismatic, independent, irreverent, original, and 
intellectually curious.  She appreciated beauty in all its forms, loved her 
family, had a surprising quirky sense of humor and a joyous laugh.
She was born on February 22nd, 1942, in Wilmington, Delaware to W.S. 
Carpenter, III and Elizabeth du Pont Carpenter. Her father served on 
the Board of Directors and as head of the International Division of the 
E.I. du Pont de Nemours Company, which was founded by her mother’s 
family.
Nanno attended The Tower Hill School with her two sisters, Lea and 
Eleuthera.  She went to boarding school at Ethel Walker’s and then on to 
Harvard College, where she received her BA, with honors, in English.  
She received a Masters in English Literature from Columbia University.
In 1963, she married her college classmate, Peter A. Bienstock, and in 
1965 they moved to New York City, where they raised their sons, Nick 
and Tony.  She was divorced in 1986.
Nanno developed an early interest in Chippendale furniture and the 
art of India and assembled notable collections of both in her apartment 
in New York.  She donated the Indian Art collection to The Fogg Mu-
seum at Harvard.  In the early 1970s, she purchased a large farm in the 
Hudson Valley outside of New Paltz, the centrepiece of which was a di-
lapidated 1736 Dutch stone farmhouse.  She spent the next 15 years lov-
ingly restoring it to its original condition and collecting and decorating 
it with period Dutch furniture, assembling one of the more important 
collections of its type. The house was included in the National Register 
of Historic Places, recognized in a number of scholarly journals and 
books, and appeared on the cover of Antiques Magazine. It was also 
the site of many joyous and raucous Blue Grass music barn parties and 
family events as well as numerous and elaborate scavenger and Easter 
egg hunts.
For many years, Nanno ran the farm for crops, and struck a memorable 
image on hot summer days harvesting hay, driving a large John Deere 
tractor, wearing huge dark glasses and an enormous wide-brimmed 
straw hat. Over the years she raised horses, ducks, chickens, pigs, 
sheep, donkeys and a hedgehog. She rescued a baby Great Horned Owl, 

the wild. She also raised two raccoons, Schooner and Rocky, who were 
beloved and affectionate family pets until she successfully returned 
them to the wild as young adults.  She was particularly devoted to her 
dogs and cats. 
In addition, Nanno was a committed environmentalist. She was ac-
tive in many Hudson Valley environmental organizations and placed 
the bulk of her farm under conservation easement with the American 
Farmland Trust. She co-founded and served on the Board of the Sha-

environmental preservation, and Save the Ridge, an environmental 

region. She and her husband produced “Shawangunk River – Place of 
-

mental efforts in the region. The Shawangunk River was subsequently 
designated a part of the New York State and National Wild, Scenic and 
Recreational River System.
Nanno read voraciously and often participated in several book groups 
at the same time. She was particularly and endlessly fascinated by the 
Iliad in all its translations and forms.  She loved the Tale of Genji and 

in particular short stories, a collection of which, “Stories” was pub-
lished in 2019.
Nanno is survived by her sons, Nicholas and Tony Bienstock, her six 
grandchildren, Luke, Heather, William, Eliza, Louisa and Diana Bien-
stock, her sister Eleuthera Fiechter, and her former husband, Peter Bien-
stock.
Donations in her memory may be sent to The Huguenot Historical So-
ciety - (845) 255-1660.

David F. Jewett, Jr.
David F. Jewett, Jr. passed 
away peacefully after a short 
illness on August 15, 2020 in 
Chandler, AZ at the home of his 
middle daughter, surrounded 
by family. Born on August 31, 
1923 in Newburgh, NY, David 
was the oldest of 2 sons to Da-
vid F. Jewett, Sr. and Dorothy 
McKenna Jewett. David grad-
uated from New Paltz High 
School in 1941 with dreams of 
attending Clarkson University 
to study engineering to design 
automobiles. WWII changed 
everyone’s dreams and he 
served his country working 
on his family’s dairy farm helping to keep America fed. Dave became 
New Paltz’s milkman delivering milk and cream to the front doors of 
homes in and around New Paltz. Throughout the years, Dave’s passion 
for pre-WWII automobiles led him to own several 1938 Buick Special 
sedans and many “rag top” convertibles. He was a General Motors cus-
tomer his entire life and could tell you the make, model and year just by 
looking at the headlights.
David married Mary Jane “Mac” McCall on June 25, 1952 in Milford, 
MI. He is survived by daughters, Jennifer A. Jewett-Kelly, of Scotts-
dale, AZ, and twins Cynthia L. Jewett (Lori Nordstrom) of Chandler, 
AZ, and Heidi J. (Patricia E. Kelly) of Tillson, NY; and grandson Sean 
T. Kelly of Scottsdale, AZ. In 1953, Dave and Mac expanded the milk 
business to include JD’s Dairy Bar and built the building that is current-
ly Village Pizza in New Paltz, NY. JD’s ice cream was legendary in the 
community; serving the best soft serve ice cream, “Wing Ding” thick 

Gulden mustard to the highway crews in the morning, to the Moriello 
Pool swimmers in the afternoon, and to the little league baseball teams 
at night. JD’s served as a gathering place to hear a joke, a story or solve 
the problems of the day. Dave had a smile for everyone, was a great 

Dave served his community as a life member of the New Paltz Fire 
Department; including being their Chief in 1950. Prior to the New Paltz 

-
partment. In the 1970’s, he served as a Town Councilman and Police 
Commissioner. After moving to Sun Lakes, AZ in 1981, Dave joined the 

-
mittees and was still an active member of the Architectural Committee, 
at the time of his death. Dave was a member of the New Paltz VFW, the 
Paltz Club, St. Joseph’s Church, New Paltz, NY, St. Steven’s Catholic 
Church, Sun Lakes, AZ, and the Valley of the Sun Buick Car Club.
Dave loved his home in the Arizona desert, but he was a New Paltz “ma-
roon and white Huguenot” to the core. Throughout his long life, Dave 
served his community with an eye on making it better. Along with his 
brother Warren, Dave and his family joined with the Wallkill Valley Land  

Jewett and Kholsa farms on Huguenot Street. The preservation of these 
two idyllic properties will allow future generations to enjoy their rural 
settings and views for years to come.
Dave was predeceased by his parents, brother Warren F. Jewett, wife 
Mary “Mac” Jewett, and cousins John “Jack” and William “Bill” McK-
enna. He leaves behind many great friends, including Bill and Nettie 
Dingler, and Lou and Linda Martin of Sun Lakes, AZ and Joyce Men-

be held at Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home on Saturday August 22, 
2020 from 11:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. At 1:00 p.m. there will be a time for 

A funeral service will be held at a future date at St. Steven’s Church 

State Firemen’s Home in Hudson, NY ( ) or 
the Wallkill Valley Land Trust, New Paltz, NY.
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put in place as councilman [Richard] 
Heppner said, “We’re going to be here 
next year doing the same damn thing.”

Howard Harris

Woodstock

A dangerous situation
I am writing to bring attention to a 

potentially dangerous situation for pe-
destrians on Main Street in New Paltz at 
the intersection with Oakwood Terrace 
by the Gulf station and St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church.

The problem is about the safety of 
the crosswalk. I was driving my car west-
bound on Main Street approaching this 
intersection. I saw a pedestrian waiting 
to cross from the south side of Main 
Street to the north side. So I stopped for 
him. It took a while for oncoming traffic 
to finally stop so that he could attempt 
the crossing. 

The problem is that cars behind me 
got impatient and started going around 
me on my right side. They either didn’t see 
the pedestrian or were oblivious to him. 

Fortunately, the pedestrian realized 
what was happening and stopped in the 
middle of the street. He had to wait until 
there weren’t any more cars behind me so 
that he could proceed on his way safely 
to the other side of Main Street. 

One of the problems with the situa-
tion is that Main Street is wide enough 
at this section on the westbound side 
that cars can pass on the right side. I 
suppose this is good for traffic flow when 
a westbound car is signaling to turn left 
onto Oakwood Terrace southbound. It 
allows traffic to keep moving. But it is very 
dangerous for pedestrians who think that 
it is safe to cross when cars have stopped 
for him or her. The unknowing pedestrian 

might not realize that westbound cars 
can still go around the stopped car and 
potentially hit him or her as he or she 
attempts to cross the street.

If you have experienced this problem 
either as a driver or as a pedestrian, I 
suggest that you write or call the New 
York State Department of Transportation 
to report it. They are the responsible 

government entity for this road. 
Stephen O’Shea

New Paltz

Birth of the tango
I greatly enjoy the quality of all Wood-

stock Times’ storytellers, most recently 
Paul Smart’s “Two to Tango.” I spent 
last winter in southern San Telmo on 
the edge of Buenos Aires’ oldest, most 
historic area, known as La Boca. Still 
dangerous at night, La Boca borders a 
river where many of the area’s original 
early 1800s Italian, French and German 
immigrants were mostly male, relatively 
transient, and worked the very bustling 
international docks. 

Brothels ensued unabashedly. A line 
might be so long as to extend out onto 
the street. At noon. And those in line 
generally were mischievous, free-spir-
ited and bored. Games ensued. One 
man might playfully challenge for the 
spot of the man immediately ahead of 
him. In very close public quarters, such 
a challenge consisted of out-eroticising 
that spontaneous dance partner while 
waiting in line. 

This dance obviously evolved over 
time and became the tango.

Garrett Andrews

Woodstock

Not a good fi t
For the record, at the virtual public 

hearing held August 11 by the Ulster 
County Legislature for the sale and/or 
transfer of the former Ulster County jail 
property being considered for affordable 
housing, I offered that most of the ne-
gotiations for the disposition of another 
county property not too many years ago 
were done behind closed doors in secret 
executive sessions. 

It is my hope that during this develop-
ment process, the five private (reputable 
and qualified) developers who responded 
to the planning department’s request 
for developer qualifications and site 
concepts for affordable mixed-income 
housing development” (SOQ) will be 
revealed in a timely manner so our near-
by residents and stakeholders will have 
the opportunity to weigh in during the 
coming months. 

I believe there are other surplus prop-
erties in the county that fit the criteria 
for affordable, mixed-income, workforce 
or low-income housing. When the City 
of Kingston is already saturated with 
subsidized housing (half the county’s 
subsidized rental units) while having only 
13 percent of the county’s population, it 

doesn’t seem fair that the former county 
jail parcel should be the first site chosen 
for housing development. 

In addition, the city has 39 percent 
of the county’s affordable housing units 
(according to a Rupco executive). This 
figure may have to be altered now because 
Rupco’s E-Square property is at full 
capacity. I believe the City of Kingston 
has its fair share of housing complexes. 
There are 20 towns and three villages 
in the county, and it’s time for other 
communities to be part of the affordable 
housing equation. 

Yes, I understand the county finances 
are shaky..…but it is disingenuous in my 
opinion, to move on this property transfer 
now during the pandemic when residents 
and stakeholders find it difficult to par-
ticipate in virtual conversations and are 
not able to attend meetings to have open 
dialogues in person. This property has 
not been utilized since 2007 except for 
very limited use by a few county offices. 
So why the rush? 

It is also perplexing why planning 
director Dennis Doyle made comments 
during a June 17 city laws and rules com-
mittee meeting relative to the “intensity 
of use at the former jail site.” He (Dennis 
Doyle) believes that “traffic is not likely 
to increase at Golden Hill” when we have 
been plagued with traffic issues for years 
and he knows this. He has been provided 
with numerous volumes of documenta-
tion saying otherwise.

Economic development, tourism, 
housing, planning and transit chairman 
Brian Cahill also commented at his July 
7 committee meeting that using the for-
mer jail site for housing would be a great 
utilization of the property. 

Based on what facts?
I believe that the nearby residents 

and stakeholders are being ambushed 
because a draft resolution is already 
prepared for the August 18 legislature 
meeting to dispose of the former jail 
property, that a local housing develop-
ment corporation who will ultimately 
choose the developer with the best 
concept plans for the property is not in 
place, and that time lines have already 
been established to complete this project. 

In closing, it is my opinion that this 
property is not the best fit for affordable 
housing and not suitable as a solution 
to meet the affordable housing short-
fall. Other alternative sites should be 
considered. 

Ellen DiFalco

Kingston

Fight the arms dealers
Mike Pompeo stretched the word 

emergency to step over the rules to sell 
more than $8 billion worth of weapons to 
Saudi Arabia and its Gulf allies, proving 
again the lack of morality in our political 
leadership. It would have taken courage 
to face arms makers. They use part of the 
massive amounts of money being made 
selling arms around the world to fund 
politicians like Pompeo. I think American 
politicians will not outlaw the selling 
of guns of war at home because such a 
moral standard might infect our selling 
of weapons to every wartorn country in 
the world. 

If there were more American men 
and women veterans in our government 
who’d been educated by the realities of 
what our selling weapons is doing to 
humanity, we might regain the insight 
once spoken by Dwight D. Eisenhower: 
“Every gun that is made, every warship 
launched, every rocket fired signifies in 
the final sense, a theft from those who 
hunger and are not fed, those who are 
cold and are not clothed. This world in 
arms is not spending money alone. It is 
spending the sweat of its laborers, the 
genius of its scientists, the hopes of its 
children. This is not a way of life at all in 
any true sense. Under the clouds of war, 
it is humanity hanging on a cross of iron.” 

As a veteran, I know what it’s like to 

D I O N  O G U S T

Veggies, fl owers and fruit at Montgomery Place Orchards Farm Market.

Feel the 

freshness

Charles Martin “Marty” Houk 

Charles Martin “Marty” Houk of New Paltz, 
New York, passed on peacefully Thursday, 
August 13, 2020 at Woodland Pond in New 
Paltz at the age of 80. 
Born October 15, 1939 in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, he was the son of the late Charles 
Harry Smith and Janet (Newcomb) Houk. 
He lived in Plainview for 38 years and Kings 
Park Long Island 10, a member and Elder of 
the Smithtown Presbyterian Church. 
On August 18, 1962 Illinois, he married Pa-
tricia Licina, a high school friend.
After obtaining two degrees from North-
western School of Journalism, he joined 
Chicago Daily News as a copy editor. Three 
years later, he was hired by Newsday, the 
Long Island newspaper, where he held positions as reporter, copy editor, and night-
news sports editor. He worked there for more than 30 years before his retirement in 
1995.
A devoted family man, Marty (Pop Pop) shared his enthusiasms for music, playing 
drums, camping, tennis, biking, reading, and the NY Yankees.
His family includes: wife Patricia Houk, daughters: Lisa Houk Makohon and partner 
Ernest Boyd of Huntington LI, Rachel Houk Seeger and husband Billy of Norwood, 
MA, Adrienne Houk Maley and husband Matt of New Paltz, NY, brother Kendall 
Newcomb Houk of Los Angeles, CA and son-in-law Rick Makohon of Long Island, 
NY. Grandchildren: Cooper Martin Makohon, Beatrice Houk Seeger and Lianna Ray 
Maley. Nephew, Kendall Martin Houk of Harrisburg, NC, and several cousins.
A memorial gathering will be held at a later date.
The family appreciates donations to Alzheimer’s Association at Alz.org in Marty’s 
name.
Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist Marty’s family with the ar-
rangements.

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MAR K WILSEY AND ER IC WILSEY, LICENSED FUNER AL DIR ECTORS

45 John St., Saugerties, NY • 246-5111 • www.seamonwilseyfuneralhome.com
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have a gun pointed at me. I also learned 
how to point a gun at another human 
being. I know the moral aftermath of 
having fired that gun in a unjust conflict. 
The majority of our politicians are un-
initiated by war. Still they send our men 
and women into war. Politicians seldom 
have guns pointed at them, and if they 
fear they will they surround themselves 
with others who will take bullets for them. 

As a vet, I feel a bone-level rage at the 
fact that I spent 13 months of my life and 
four years in the Marine Corp. fighting 
communism in Vietnam. Now we have 
a president and his party shouldering up 
to a man who was trained by the KGB. 
He stole his own people’s wealth and is 
infecting the world with fascism.

I watched Russian missiles in Viet-
nam take the lives of men I stood next to. 
It’s time that someone reads the labels 
on the weapons being dispersed around 
the world. Too many have USA written 
on them. 

Today, a young person may be as vul-
nerable in a shopping mall as joining the 
military. There have been more killings 
on our streets, in our schools and homes 
than in the wars we are still fighting in. 
Americans make vast amounts of cash 
supplying guns, bombs and drones to 
battlefields around the world, but like 
the boomerang, once you throw it, you’d 
better keep your eye on it, or it may return 
to hit you in the head.

Larry Winters

New Paltz

A mask police?
I had some concerns after watching 

former vice-president [Joe] Biden say-
ing if he’s elected, he’ll mandate that all 
Americans wear a mask when out if he’s 

elected. If you watched him read the 
message, I had questions, as I’m sure 
many others did. But since he took no 
questions after, because  his handlers 
realize he can’t be trusted to give a co-
herent answer, I’d like him to explain if 
he’s talking about forcing all the states to 
make masks mandatory, or if he is pro-
posing a federal mandate. How does he 
propose enforcing it: local police, sheriffs, 
state police, the FBI? Or are we going to 
create “mask police?”

Are we going to be arrested or given 
a summons? As we no longer have bail, 
how are you going to force people to 
appear? If you fine violators and they 
refuse to pay, are they going to be jailed 
while we let convicted felons out due to 
Covid concerns? Will we now start in-
carcerating citizens for going unmasked? 

How can you vote for a candidate who 
comes up with a proposal like this and 
can’t answer a single question about how 
it works? As I watched him read it all, 
all I could think was, my God. zombies 
do exist. 

For myself, I only wear a mask where 
it is required by businesses, offices, res-
idences etc. — your property your rules. 
How can you listen to the science when 
it keeps changing? Now it’s if we all mask 
for two or three months, Covid will be 
under control.

Remember when if we sheltered in 
place for a couple of weeks and shut down 
the economy to flatten the curve, things 
would return to normal? And that was 
almost six months ago. Dr. [Anthony] 
Fauci is an expert on viruses, but he 
is also a bureaucrat who blew it in the 
beginning when he reported it wasn’t 
dangerous and didn’t transmit person 
to person and now is trying to avoid 

responsibility. Right now I don’t believe 
anything Dr. Fauci and the CDC says. If 
they told me what day it was, I wouldn’t 
believe it without checking a calendar. 

All the damage we’ve done to workers, 
businesses, students and the economy, 
and Covid is still here. I only see this 
ending one of four ways — a vaccine 
that works, a treatment that works, 
herd immunity, or the virus mutates into 
something less deadly or contagious.

John Habersberger

New Paltz

Home healthcare defi cit
In the beginning of the year, this letter 

may have not had such an impact on 
anyone reading this. But unfortunately it 
does now. Hand-in-hand, a co-convener 
of the New York Caring Majority and 
the City University of New York, did a 
press release on a survey that was done 
regarding home healthcare workers in 
the Hudson Valley prior to the Covid 19 
pandemic. This fact alone exemplifies 
why the need for home health workers 
is vital to ensure all individuals remain 
healthy.

The results of this survey illustrate 
how home care workers are in high 
demand, and from 2016 through 2026 
there will be approximately 64,000 jobs 
available. This increase is due to the 
aging population of baby boomers and 
the need to have our seniors and people 
with disabilities remain home and not in 
nursing homes or care facilities. 

The survey pointed out two major is-
sues current home care workers have: low 
wages and a lack of benefits. These issues, 
as well as a lack of career advancement, 
are why recruiting home care workers is 
such a problem. Home care workers in the 

Hudson Valley also have difficulty with 
transportation and balancing childcare 
with the minimal pay they receive. The 
average salary is approximately $18,400. 

How can we retain these workers? 
How can we recruit new workers? And 
how can we pay these essential workers 
what they are worth? Here are a few 
suggestions:

• Provide premium wages which in-
clude benefits like other essential workers 
and access to PPE.

• Stop cutting Medicaid funding, 
especially during a health crisis and find 
ways to raise this the revenue.

• Fund innovative pilot programs.
• Use economic development and 

worforce development funding as a 
source for new home care funding.

• And last but definitely not least, 
create a universal long-term care plan in 
New York State that provides long-term 
care for anyone needing this service and 
living wages for the direct care worker.

Gemma Calinda

Kingston

Why we have to 
reimagine public safety!

In New Paltz there are on-going bot-
tom-up community conversations that 
have moved from reforming policing to 
reinventing policing to broadening it to 
an issue of public safety. This weekend I 
participated in one community conversa-
tion and walked away with the following 
understanding.

Police do keep violence down. Keep-
ing violence low is so important to the 

Ralph Stewart
Ralph Stewart died in the way that he wished to, surrounded by family and song on August 7, 2020 in 
New Paltz. He was 87 years old.
Ralph was born in Huron, South Dakota in 1933 to Clarence and Julia Stewart and was the youngest of 
their four children. Julia made a point of playing the piano during every pregnancy so that her children 
would be musical, and indeed all four Stewart children grew up playing piano and singing. Ralph 
became an accomplished singer, organist, and pianist, and he played and led singalongs at every high 
school party. Following South Dakota tradition, he began driving as soon as he could reach the pedals, 
and spoke of driving a group of his friends to a basketball game in a neighboring town 50 miles away 
when he was twelve, with the full knowledge and consent of all the parents!
Ralph attended Carleton College in Minnesota where he majored in philosophy and continued his 
studies in music, taking organ lessons and performing in school operas and operettas. He met his future 
spouse, Mary Capper, when the director instructed her to sit next to him in the college choir. The story 
goes that he asked her out for a date that first day, but she already had two dates lined up. But a first 
date was had, and many more followed.
Ralph said he always knew he wanted to be an Episcopal priest; upon graduating from Carleton with a 
BA in 1954, he was admitted to General Theological Seminary in New York City. He received a Bachelor 
of Sacred Theology degree in 1957 and was ordained Deacon on June 19, 1957. He and Mary married eight days later in Manistee, Michigan and 
moved together to Webster, South Dakota, where he became the rector for two small churches, St. Mary’s in Webster and Christ Episcopal Church in 
Milbank. Ralph was ordained Priest December 21, 1957 and celebrated his first Christmas Eucharist shortly thereafter. 
Ralph and Mary moved to Evanston, Illinois in 1960, where Ralph earned a Master of Sacred Theology degree at Seabury Western Seminary and 
worked on the staff of St. Mark’s. He was called to St. Francis Church in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, where he served as rector from 1961 to 1970. The 
Stewart family then moved to Appleton, Wisconsin, where Ralph was the rector of All Saints’ Episcopal Church from 1970 to 1980. Ralph’s last parish 
was St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church in Seattle, Washington, where he served as rector from 1980 until his retirement in 1995. He then continued 
his ministry as a “supply priest” throughout the Diocese of Olympia and enjoyed singing and preaching from the pulpit in churches throughout the 
Seattle area. Ralph celebrated his last Eucharist in his New Paltz apartment with his daughter Kathryn on Easter Day, 2020.
A dear friend described Ralph as always being filled with wonder and gratitude. Ralph shared this with his family and with his parishioners and 
friends. He was a wordsmith and used his knowledge of ancient Greek and Latin to bring scripture alive for his congregation. He always had a sense 
of playfulness about him and showed those around him that it’s possible to be playful and serious at the same time. His parishioners came to un-
derstand that asking the big questions is the essential part of living a life of faith; having the answers is less important. And ritual and music were 
always central. Ralph composed songs, usually call and response, that he taught to his congregation so that all were involved together in the moment 
of reflection and celebration. Frank Rippl, organist and music director of All Saints, considered Ralph to be a mentor, and the two of them created 
beautiful liturgies full of music and wonder. In Seattle, Ralph found another “co-conspirator” in Mary Needham, St. John’s organist and music direc-
tor. Ralph’s seamless and joyful union of living and liturgy was also an inspiration to a number of remarkable young men and women, who chose to 
follow the same path as he, and become Episcopal priests.
Music was central to Ralph’s life. Ralph ended most evenings at the piano playing and singing in the family music room. A World War 1 field organ 
came along on every family vacation, and friends and strangers alike were drawn to the singalongs that ensued. Ralph would even put the field organ 
on a sled for caroling and was known to play the Skater’s Waltz on a frozen lake (while wearing gloves) as friends skated around him. He and Mary 
began performing together as a duo in South Dakota and later added their children - John, Mark, and Kathryn - to the “family band.” The Stewart 
Family Troubadours performed throughout Wisconsin, Michigan, and South Dakota. Ralph also sang as a soloist in operas and concerts in Wisconsin. 
After a devastating stroke in 2005, Ralph moved from Seattle to New Paltz, NY to live closer to his daughter Kathryn and her wife Susan. Ralph quickly 
became a fixture in New Paltz as “that guy with a big white beard, large black hat, shorts-even-in-chilly-weather, and high black socks” who walked 
everywhere throughout town. While his stroke affected his ability to communicate, he greeted everyone and enjoyed conversations with those he 
encountered. He loved getting on the Trailways bus to go to the opera, ballet, and theater in NYC. When that became too difficult, he was an early and 
enthusiastic subscriber to New Paltz’s Denizen Theatre. 
Ralph is survived by his three children, John, Mark, and Kathryn; by his daughters-in-law Lisa, Karen, and Susan; and by his grandchildren Gabe, Jay, 
David, Sarah, and Hannah. He was recently predeceased by his dear friend and former spouse, Mary. 
One of Ralph’s call-and-response songs reflects his spirit of reflection and appreciation: “This is the day that the Lord has made….We will rejoice, 
and be glad in it!”
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health of poor communities. However, 
doing it using the current level of policing 
comes at a huge price both in lives and in 
public dollars, especially in communities 
that are already disadvantaged. Mass 
incarceration leads to generational cycles 
of despair and keeps the cycle going. 
When we allow the police to dominate 
our public space, it leads to frustration 
and anger. When we rely on aggressive 
policing to solve all issues of crime, we are 
telling poor people we do not care about 
them. This is perceived as abandonment 
and punishment by those communities. 
So how can we keep communities safe 
while keeping the other costs down? How 
do we rely less on police and prisons to 
keep safety?

Research has shown that the current 
practices of public safety are not the 
only ones available. There are other 
evidence-based models that do not 
criminalize and lead to social unrest. 
People in the conversation examined 
some research and determined two facts: 
violent crimes take up very little police 
time and there is evidence that commu-
nity led organizations are very effective at 
keeping communities safe. I can provide 
the specific research references that the 
content of this letter is taken from if you 
contact me at (845) 255-9652. I can also 
tell you about the time and place of the 
community conversations.

In light of all the evidence reviewed, 
it is imperative that communities need to 
reimagine what public safety and wellbe-
ing can look like. While resources going 
to the police have to be reduced, there has 
to be increased spending on programs 
focused on community well-being. Along 
with the conversations about scaling back 
police, we have to think about scaling up 
social investment.

Some steps to reimagine public safety:
• Get the community to buy-in
• Establish a community group whose 

responsibility is to oversee safety and 
wellbeing of all in the community

• Give them the resources they need.
• Give the group adequate time to 

learn and grow
• Give the group autonomy to deter-

mine how much policing is needed and 
more importantly, how many other kinds 
of professionals might do the work better.

This kind of an approach from the 
bottom up through conversations in the 
community can lead to a comprehensive 
process to reimagine public safety that 
will avoid the trap, again, of failed police 
reform.

Edgar Rodriguez

New Paltz

No more trash talk?
First, 2020, the year my trash went 

out more than me. And speaking of gar-

bage, our treasonous leader will be taken 
out on Tuesday, November 3, election 
night. Clean up begins after. What a waste 
of a presidency these past four years have 
been. You know what they say, “garbage 
in, garbage out”…They’ve also said this 
over the years:

“An effn moron.” Rex Tillerson
”A jacka**.” Lindsay Graham
“Dishonesty is Trump’s hallmark .... 

He is very, very not smart.” Mitt Romney
“An idiot, unhinged.” John Kelly
“An idiot and a dope.” H. R. McMaster
“An idiot surrounded by clowns.” 

Gary Cohn
“A racist, misogynist and bigot.” Oma-

rosa Newman
“He’s like an eleven-year-old child.” 

Steve Bannon
“Has the understanding of a fifth or 

sixth grader.” Jim Mattis
“An empty vessel when it comes to 

the constitution and the rule of law.” 
Scott Pruitt

“An idiot.” Reince Priebus
“A complete idiot.” Steven Mnuchin
“A ........ liar.” John Dowd
“Eventually, he turns on everyone.” 

The Mooch
”Donald Trump ... will slash and burn 

and trample anything and anyone he 
perceives as being in his way or an easy 
scapegoat.” Susan Collins

“The dumbest goddamn student I 
ever had.” William Kelley (Wharton 
professor)

“One of us.” David Duke, former grand 
wizard of the KKK

Neil Jarmel

West Hurley

Covid-19 in Saugerties
Wondering why active coronavirus 

cases in Saugerties have gone up to 12 
on August 17 while total cases in Ulster 
County are down to 103? Add on the 
eleven out-of-county cases for a total of 
23 out of 103 for your answer. 

We can thank Tom Struzzieri and 
HITS-Saugerties for this. He used his 
political/financial power to get the cease-
and-desist order from the state health 
department, based on HITS not being 
an essential business changed so that he 
could have 25 out-of-county participants 
(and their families/workers) come to 
Saugerties for each period of his show.

I don’t feel safe in the village and do 
most of my shopping in Cairo or Catskill; 
I certainly wouldn’t eat in the village, lest 
some of those equestrians in their silly 
outfits be coughing next to me!

Meyer Rothberg

Saugerties

Speak up, 
historical society!

I have been patiently awaiting the 
public opinion of our town’s Woodstock 
Historical Society for more than two 
years. Our beloved historical library is 
planned to be torn down, leveled, bull-
dozed and reduced to a pile of dust and 
debris. Where is the historical society? 
What is their opinion? 

They are the chroniclers and keepers 
of our history, and I would hope they 
would want to identify and maintain 
the historical buildings within our town. 
The library exemplifies the “Woodstock” 
architecture of so many local buildings. 
It is truly a historical landmark with a 
rich history, and is entitled to have state 
historical status.

Wouldn’t it be a shame to have that 
iconic image of our small town library 
gone forever? What is your mission 
statement? Are you going to sit by and 
do nothing?

Please, Woodstock Historical Society. 
Stop being quiet and take a stand — make 
your voice be heard to help save our 
library building from mass destruction!

Natalie Cyr

Woodstock

Not surprised by Bettez
I was not surprised that Neil Bettez 

was promoting a plan to “clear cut the 
trees, shrubs and anything else they (the 
town) think is in their way” on 15 feet of 
private property on both sides of Henry 
W. DuBois Drive. He is the same man 
who was part of the shade tree commis-
sion meetings before the pandemic. This 
group is made up of concerned citizens 
dedicated to protecting and nourishing 
the trees in New Paltz.

This seems to be the height of hypoc-
risy for him, urging one group to save 
trees while on another advocating that 
trees have to be executed. It is certainly 
typical of politicians to change their 
ethics when they want to prove that they 
know better than the people. This is why 
our democracy is in danger.

I didn’t vote for Bettez in the last elec-
tion, based primarily on his indifferent 
attitude and lackluster sincerity during 
meetings I attended. To those who did 
vote for him, perhaps next time you’ll 
think twice before voting for a two-face 
politician.

This is my opinion concerning the 
bike-trail controversy mentioned by 
several people in the previous edition of 
Hudson Valley One.

Robert Brunet

New Paltz

The real election fraud
Imagine you are the president of the 

United States with all the powers the 
office gives you. Looking ahead to the 
November 3 election, would you:

1) Denounce the election’s results 
before votes were even cast, claiming they 
would be fraudulent and unacceptable?

2) Appoint a crony as postmaster 
general, who promptly and systemati-
cally shredded the post office’s ability to 
process the many millions of expected 
mail-in ballots?

3) Use the threat of this shredding as 
a bargaining chip to negotiate the dollars 
of government Covid relief precipitously 
downward?

4) Promise to the nation your commit-
ment to protect the legitimacy of our de-
mocracy’s sacramental rite and respond 
to any challenge or obstacle? Assure 
Americans afraid of out-of-home voting 
that they’d be able to vote safely at home 
with Covid 19 as the ever-present threat? 
Announce with congressional leaders 
of both parties the release of whatever 
funds were necessary to assure secure 
and reliable mailed-in ballots, ample 
sites for early voting and well-equipped 
stations and workers on November 3? 

The right answer, of course, is the 
fourth item, because you took the oath to 
preserve, protect and defend the Consti-
tution, and, by extension, the American 
people. But if you believed you’d lose a 
free and fair vote, you’d choose one, two 
and three, like the tinpot dictators of 
other nations we criticize when they un-
dermine their own countries’ elections. 
Bad Belarus. Nasty Russia.

Donald Trump. Wannabe dictator. 
Loser. 

Americans who want to keep their 
republic must demand that Congress 
appropriate funds to support the post 
office for its November 3 responsibilities 
and beyond. Otherwise, prepare for the 
dissolution of the country we thought 
we had.

Tom Denton

Highland

Conspiracy theory
It is no secret that Planned Parent-

hood locates many of its abortion clinics 
in the major cities of America where there 
are large African-American populations. 
In New York City, over the years, 30 to 42 
percent of all abortions were performed 
on African-American women, by mostly 
white doctors, resulting in the killing of 
a staggering number of black human 
beings in the earliest stage of human 

Sally Rhoads
Sally Rhoads, dedicated wife, moth-
er, grandmother, and civic leader 
who worked hard to improve the 
lives of people in New Paltz, died 
August 11, 2020, after a long ill-
ness. She was born September 16, 
1944, in Butler, PA, the daughter 
of Thomas W. Miller, a Boy Scout 
executive and fundraiser, and Al-
mira G. Miller, a housewife. She 
grew up in the suburbs of Harris-
burg, PA, and graduated in 1962 
from Central Dauphin High School 
where she was a class officer, played 
field hockey, was in the color guard, 
and sometimes rode with a gang 
of friends in Bill Rhoads’s Jeep. In 
1964 she graduated from Bradford 
(MA) Junior College; transferring 
to Connecticut College for Wom-
en (now Connecticut College). She 
graduated in 1966 with a degree in Psychology. On June 25, 1966, she mar-
ried William B. Rhoads at Mount Calvary Episcopal Church in Camp Hill, 
PA. They spent the next four years in Princeton, NJ, where Sally worked for 
Opinion Research Corporation and earned a master’s degree in Educational 
Psychology at Rutgers University.

In 1970 Sally and Bill moved to New Paltz with their infant daughter Sarah; 
daughter Anne would be born in 1974. Newly arrived in New Paltz, Sally 
quickly became active in the Reformed Church, League of Women Voters, 
and Faculty Wives. Most importantly, she was elected to several terms on the 
New Paltz Board of Education, including a number of years as Board Presi-
dent. She served as Director of Christian Education at the Reformed Church 
and found joy in nurturing children, whether in the church classroom, as 
Brownie and Girl Scout leader and Duzine elementary classroom volun-
teer, or at Halloween celebrations in her yard at home where, transformed 
by ghoulish, self-applied makeup, she attracted hundreds of kids for candy 
treats. Starting with her role as Pinocchio in children’s theater at Bradford, 
Sally enjoyed the theater and supported local theatrical performances.

Sally, herself a lover of antiques and old books, may be best known for us-
ing her organizational skills to create the monumental used book section of 
Elting Memorial Library’s annual fair, which she led for 35 years. She took 
justifiable pride in this and in her successful effort, when President of Elting’s 
Board, to raise the funds and build the major addition to Elting. Sally was 
a true problem solver and optimist no matter the scale of the issue: when 
experts said this community could not carry out such a costly transforma-
tion of the library, Sally, with the help of supporters she encouraged, proved 
them wrong; when a lamp stopped working at home, Sally figured out how 
to repair it. She completed her service to New Paltz as an elected Village 
Trustee. In all of these causes, she was inspired by the energy and spirit of 
community-minded women, including Karen Conner, Jean Green, Norma 
Mabee, Mary Jane Ordway, and Carol Roper and hoped to similarly inspire 
the generation that came after her. 

Sally is survived by her husband Bill, daughters Sarah Bruce and Anne 
Rhoads, and their husbands Mike Bruce and Jay Goodman, as well as grand-
children Michael, Alyssa, Camilla, and Nathanael Bruce; and Samuel and 
Laurel Rhoads-Goodman. Sally’s sister, Judy Goodman, also survives.

Burial will be private in the New Paltz Rural Cemetery, with arrangements 
by Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home. A memorial event will be scheduled 
in the future. Sally’s family suggests that donations in her memory be made 
to Elting Memorial Library, or that, moved by the example of her volunteer-
ism, we make a gift of time and energy to our favorite good cause.
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development. 
Planned Parenthood, whose founder 

Margaret Sanger promoted eugenics, 
has always seemed unconcerned about 
the large number of black lives that are 
aborted every day. However, the con-
cerns over systemic racism raised by 
the Black Lives Matter movement has 
caused one Planned Parenthood clinic to 
remove Sanger’s name from the Planned 
Parenthood Manhattan health clinic. 
Karen Seltzer, the chair of the New York 
affiliate’s board, explained the reason 
for this action: “The removal of Mar-
garet Sanger’s name from our building 
is both a necessary and overdue step to 
reckon with our legacy and acknowledge 
Planned Parenthood’s contributions 
to historical reproductive harm within 
communities of color.”

A 2015 article in PolitiFact (published 
November 25, 2015) written by Lau-
ren Caruba, gives insight into the true 
nature of the contributions of Planned 
Parenthood to the reproductive harm 
done to black lives through abortion. 
These contributions have been deadly 
to developing African American human 
beings and will not end by removing a 
name from a building.\

 The article states that in 2013 black 
women accounted for 29,007 terminated 
pregnancies, representing almost 42 
percent of all abortions in the city. That 
same year, black women in the city gave 
birth to 24,108 babies. With abortions 
surpassing live births by nearly 5000. 
PolitiFact checked and found the sta-
tistics were similar the previous year: 
African American women in the city 
had 24,758 births and underwent 31,328 
abortions. New York is not an anomaly: 
Statistically, African American have a 
much higher percentage rate of abortion 
than any other ethnic group.

In closing, the murders of African 
Americans in our major cities and the 
high abortion rates of black women 
have received little attention from the 
main stream media, the Black Lives 
Matter movement or the Democratic 
Party that has ruled these cities for over 

a generation. And yet, this party has been 
allowed to maintain political control of 
these cities. 

This maintaining of power may not 
have been possible without the cooper-
ation and support of the media who, it 
seems, have colluded and conspired with 
the party to ignore the truth about the 
deaths caused by black on black murder 
— and abortion — from the American 
people. And while some argue that con-
flating Black Lives Matter’s concern over 
government abuses of African Americans 
and black on black crime is wrong: an 
increasing number of African Americans 
— especially those who have suffered the 
loss of a loved one — question why there 
is so little interest for, both the lives of 
African Americans killed in cities like 
Chicago and New York and the alarming 
African-American abortion rate.

 For this reason, perhaps it is not 
outrageous to suggest a successful con-
spiracy has been perpetrated against 
the lives of black people — regarding 
black-on-black murders and abortions 
— that needs to be acknowledged and 
addressed: Otherwise, it should be no 
secret that Black Lives Matter is just a 
misleading, political slogan that really 
indicates only “some” Black Lives Matter.

George Civile

Gardiner

More about 
Social Security

Fact: The Democratic senate mi-
nority leader is pushing for a Prioritized 
Paycheck Protection Program Act; this 
is a pandemic relief program. This act 
would prioritize the Paycheck Protection 
Program for small business and expands 
loans to sole owners and self-employed 
individuals.

Opinion: This sounds great on the 
surface. And I feel there is no reason 
not to approve it. However, his lordship 
Donald Trump is going to hold this over 
the heads of the Democrats. Everyone 
is pushing for another emergency relief 
stimulus to provide financial aid to be-

leaguered citizens. Trump will not sign 
off on this emergency stimulus packet 
unless the Democrats make concessions 
on something the Republicans want. And 
one of the programs the Republicans 
would dearly like to butcher and/or get 
rid of is Roosevelt’s New Deal, Social 
Security Act passed in 1935. 

And that, you oldies, is an attack on 
our Social Security benefits, namely a 
15-to-20 percent reduction in monthly 
allotments for starters. Do not forget 
for a moment that the commissioner 
of Social Security is Samuel M. Saul, a 
clothing retail magnate. Saul had/has 
never been affiliated with Social Security 
whatsoever. And here he is, reporting 
directly to his Lordship, Donald Trump 
who cares as much about senior citizens 
as he has for flies on the wall. 

I have talked about this previously 
in other letters to drive the point home. 
Donald Trump is the first president in 
the previous 14 presidents a real threat 
to this program. One of the reasons the 
Republicans allow themselves to be so 
cowed by him is this threat. Therefore, 
all you oldies out there who are died-in-
the wool Conservatives, Republicans, 
Independents and who hate the Liberals 
and Progressives, guess what? All of us 
between the ages of 65 and 95 are going 
to get the wazoo treatment. That’s right, 
right up the old wazoo. Bend over, drop 
’em and spread ’em. Here comes uncle 
Don and Uncle Saul. Wake up, vote to 
protect these benefits you have paid into 
all your life.

Donald’s niece, an educated person in 
her own right, holding a Ph.D., has just 
released a book about her uncle Don. 
As quoted in the Times Herald-Record, 
July 8, 2020, Mary Trump writes in her 
book Too Much and Never Enough: How 
My Family Created the World’s Most 
Dangerous Man, “In Donald’s mind, 
even acknowledging an inevitable threat 
would indicate weakness — and taking 
responsibility would open him to blame. 
Being a hero is impossible for him.”

What a man. Whenever someone 
from within the family makes the public 

aware of the shenanigans and personality 
characteristics and defaults of a fellow 
family member, is, to put it bluntly, 
something to consider as worthwhile 
and a wake-up call for the rest of us. This 
whole business of the last three-and-a-
half years, with Donald in office, is to my 
way of thinking a catastrophic disaster 
for our country. A man eminently unfit to 
hold this high position and is following 
through on his mandate in the lead up 
to the 2016 election: the deconstruction 
of the administrative system. 

And not only that, he has exacerbated 
the racial divide in this country, making 
it divisive and dangerous. How about 
the coronavirus sweeping the country? 
There is no leadership from the top; he 
has thrown it upon the states to fend for 
themselves. Personally, I believe his niece 
and will purchase a copy of her book to 
further my understanding of uncle Don.

Robert LaPolt

New Paltz

Presidential 
choice-making 

Unless you have been living under 
a rock, you know there is a big election 
coming up on Tuesday, November 3. We 
will elect the president of the United 
States, as well as determine the makeup 
of Congress and both houses of our state 
legislature. There will even be a few local 
races for town justice and council seat 
vacancies

It will mean as many as 95,000 Ul-
ster voters headed to the polls during 
a health pandemic, major election law 
reforms transforming every aspect of 

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Woodstock Tree Care
We love to prune your trees & shrubs.

We are also Tree Removal experts. 
Working in the area 25 years!

Over 30 years experience • Fully insured
Office: 845-679-3200

BUILDERS & RELATED SERVICES

CASEY & SONS 
FLOOR SANDING

FINISHING
“Serving the Community  

For Over 45 years”
Kingston, NY
845•336•8555

STOVES & FIREPLACES

1130 Main Street, Fleischmanns, New York

BBQ's & Smokers
Made in the USA

CHIEF ENTERPRISES
Trucking & Excavating

• Trucking • Excavating • Driveways • Lawns
Bulk Landscaping Materials

• Topsoil • Mulch • Stone • Sand • Shale...
Harry Baldwin • hbaldwin@hvc.rr.com • 845-679-5117

5 weeks $100  |  845-334-8200

THE JOY OF BUILDING
New construction, additions,  

renovations, and historical restorations

MARK PERITZ  •  845 399-3080   
 jobconco@gmail.com • thejoyofbuilding.com

Lawn Mowing & 
Snow Plowing 

   (845) 679-CUTT (2888)

& 

CLEANING SERVICES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION

MARKETING SERVICES

GARDENING & LANDSCAPE

INSULATION, LEAF REMOVAL, GUTTERS,  
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING & CARPENTRY

We do anything & everything!!
Give us a call. Ask for Jed or Jessica.

845-514-3953 • 518-929-6369

C&M OUTDOOR SERVICES
Seasonal clean-ups

Lawn mowing • Brush cutting • Weedwacking • Trees cut & removed
Dump runs • Basement & Attic Clean-outs

— Reasonable Rates & Great Service —
845-246-6722

RECREATION

peregrine8@hvc.rr.com – www.woodstocknytrails.com

MINDFUL PROPERTY
Management & Maintenance

  S/L Rentals – Caretake – Tenant Screening 
 Restore Decks – Carpentry – Repairs – Paint

                 We Do It All – Organized – Reliable – Meticulous
845.657.4180–O  845.389.0969–C  mindfulproperty77@gmail.com

Francesca & Donny – Excellent Local References

ASHOKAN STORE-IT
Ask about our long term storage discount

 5x10  5x15  10x10  10x15  10x20  10x30
 $40  $50  $70  $90  $110  $150

Cell Phone (845) 389-0504
845-657-2494 • 1 Ridge Rd. Shokan, NY 12481

STORAGE

CS CONSTRUCTION
Roofing • Siding • Decks • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations

All Phases of Home Improvement 
— Free Estimates —

Chris Shauger   f550diesel@msn.com
Houtman Rd., Saugerties, NY 845-750-7038
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voting, many predating Covid-19, an 
environment of toxic political polariza-
tion and overall indecision over how our 
public institutions should be operating. 
Unfortunately, many voters know the 
importance of voting, but are confused 
about how things will work. During this 
rapidly changing context — here is what 
we know today.

Absentee voting in NY: If you have 
health concerns about voting in person 
or will be away from Ulster County on 
Tuesday, November 3 and will require 
an absentee ballot, you must complete 
an application to receive one. Visit Vo-
teUlster.com to obtain an application 
and mail it back as soon as possible. As 
of now, applications and ballots will not 
automatically be mailed to you. 

Timing is everything during a busy 
election year; apply today, don’t wait 
until the last minute. When completing 
the application, remember to sign and 
date your application and select a reason 
such as permanent illness or absence 
from Ulster County. Do not make up 
your own reason or write “Covid” on 
your application. Under current election 
law, this will invalidate your application. 
“Temporary illness” is a valid reason to 
receive an absentee ballot. And you are 
encouraged to use this reason if you 
cannot vote in person due to Covid 19. 

Voting by absentee is new for many 
people, and there are a few important 
reminders. After you have completed 
your application, the first ballots will 
begin to be mailed in mid-September. 
When voting the ballot, do not write 
anything outside the oval bubbles unless 
you intend to cast a “write-in vote” and do 
so only in the prescribed box. That means 
no commentary about candidates, even 
if well-deserved, no initials or crossouts. 
If you need a clean ballot, call the board 
of elections and you can receive up to 

two more. 
When it is completed, put your bal-

lot in the provided “oath envelope” and 
sign it. This is historically a brown craft 
envelope that includes a label with your 
name on it. Just like toilet paper, enve-
lopes are in short supply, so look for the 
envelope with the room for a signature 
and identifying label, but without your 
oath the ballot will not be counted.

A witness is not required unless you 
are unable to sign officially and can only 
leave a mark, such as an “x.” You can re-
turn your voted ballot in the mail, deliver 
in person to the board of elections or drop 
it by an early voting polling location.

Early voting in Ulster County: A new 
law makes it possible to vote in person for 
nine days before the election — October 
24 through November 1. Any registered 
voter can visit any one of the five Ulster 
County early voting locations and your 
ballot will be printed automatically after 
checking in, but if you wait until Novem-
ber 3, you must vote at your designated 
polling location. 

Early voting polling places are 
spaced in population-dense areas of 
the county where even if you may live 
elsewhere, you visit these locations for 
errands or work. For 2020, the loca-
tions include: Woodstock Community 
Center, Midtown Neighborhood Cen-
ter/Kingston, New Paltz Community 
Center, Ellenville Public Library and 
the Highland American Legion in the 
Town of Lloyd. Days and times include 
weekend and evening hours, Visit Vo-
teUlster.com for the full schedule. If 
you vote early, you are not eligible to 
vote again on November 3. 

Vote on Election Day, November 3: If 
you are healthy and decide to vote in per-
son, all the regular polling locations will 
be open for the general election. Voters 
will be required to wear a mask if they are 

physically able. Masks will be provided 
if you come unprepared. There will also 
be gloves, social-distancing markers and 
sanitizing stations at every poll site. The 
more than 600 poll inspectors, the un-
sung heroes of 2020, will be keeping the 
facility sanitized between voters.

Consider joining the pool of trained 
election inspectors in 2020. You are paid 
for your time on Election Day and train-
ing which starts up in late September. 
Call 334-5470 for more information or 
email elections@co.ulster.ny.us.

Stay safe and keep democracy work-
ing! The deadline to register for the 
November 3 election is October 9, 2020.     

Jen Fuentes

Ulster Park

Carbon and the economy
It was pointed out recently that 

carbon emissions are way down due 
to Wuhan-flu travel restrictions. This 
shows that it is entirely possible to cut 
greenhouse emissions. Not noted were 
the resulting devastated economy, high 
unemployment rates, recession and so 
on. 

Before this year, the U.S, was making 
strides to reduce carbon emissions with-
out a Paris agreement, and benefitting 
from a strong economy. Eventually, we’ll 
get over this pandemic.

Bat-poop socialist crazies like AOC 
will be promoting the New Green Deal 
and may get some traction depending on 
elections. Implementing these policies 
will bring back recession, high unem-
ployment and a wrecked economy. I’m 
not telling you how to vote, but keep in 
mind that restricting a free economy from 
using technology to reduce emissions 
and find greener solutions will go hand 
in hand with economic disaster.

Tom McGee

Gardiner

Here we go again
I see that I wrote a letter in 2015 op-

posing and criticizing the idea/plans to 
utilize the “pit” for a huge development. 
And now, five years later, a somewhat 
scaled-down proposal is on the table 
again. Curiously, when the planning 
board discussion of this project was 
announced for August 4, there was a 
wrong URL in the e-mail post, and so 
we could not hear the plans first hand 
and comment on them.

It seems foolish to even present these 
plans during these unstable and perilous 
times. We may end up with a skeleton of 
an incomplete monstrosity.

Whose interests and well-being do 
the village and town boards have at 
their heart? It does not seem to be us, 
the community.

Let’s consider the “pit” as is — a rather 
useless piece of property indeed. But it is 
non-offensive, as it is basically not visible. 
Turn it into a garden.

Start building a hotel, a conference 
center, retail — the entire neighborhood 
would be most negatively impacted. And 
it is not only residents in many adjacent 
streets and beyond, but businesses (e.g. 
Starbucks, the entire downtown block) 
and institutions (e.g. the Mountain Lau-
rel School, the village hall, the town court, 
to name a few). And are the planners and 
the village board even taking into con-
sideration the future of the playground 
at the corner of the Hasbrouck Park, 
only last year lovingly rebuild with the 
community’s time, money, work? 

During the construction, we would 
have to put up with heavy-duty vehicles 
from all directions; there would likely 
be need for blasting parts of the “pit”, 
there would be plenty of noise and 
pollution, there would be construction 
crews wandering through our quiet 
streets. Okay, maybe the eateries on Main 

legal notices
LEGAL NOTICE

3497 HOSPITALITY GROUP LLC
Notice of formation of Limited Liability Com-

pany, (“LLC”), Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY (“SSNY”) on July 
10, 2020. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any such process served 
to c/o River Link Hotels, 300 Westage Center 
Drive, Suite 390, Fishkill, New York 12524. Pur-
pose: to engage in any act or activity for which 
a LLC may be organized under the NY LLC Law.
LEGAL NOTICE

Aurum Property Holdings, LLC (known in Del-
aware as Plank Road, LLC) Appl. For Auth. filed 
with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) on 7/2/20. 
Office location: Ulster. LLC formed in Delaware 
(DE) on 1/21/2020. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: c/o 
Kevin Schwartz, 475 Fifth Avenue, 7th Fl., NY, 
NY 10017. DE addr. of the LLC: c/o The Cor-
poration Trust Company, 1209 Orange Street, 
Wilmington, DE 10801. Cert. of Form. Filed with 
Secy of State of the S tate of DE, Div of Corps., 
401 Federal St., Ste. 4, Dover DE 19901. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Cuore Consulting LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on July 7, 2020. Of-
fice location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: Cuore Consulting LLC, 27 
Harding Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Big Green Farms LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 06/29/20. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Big Green Farms LLC, 677 
Sawkill Road, Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Giant Metrix, LLC, a domestic LLC, filed with 
the SSNY on 06/23/20.

Office location: Ulster County. SSNY is desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
The LLC, 70 Bottling Works Road, Pinebush, NY 
12566. General Purposes. Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Liberty Learning, LLC.. Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 07/08/2020. 

Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: Elizabeth Nielson & 203 
Reynolds Rd, Woodstock, NY 12498. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): ALYSSA’S ANXIETIES, LLC Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 06/01/2020. 
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: ALYSSA’S ANXIET-
IES, LLC 320 State Route 32N, New Paltz NY 
12561. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date. 
LEGAL NOTICE

APPELDOORN FARM LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 2/23/2012. Off. Loc.: Ul-
ster Co. SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process to The LLC, P.O. Box 2, 
Accord, NY 12404-0002. Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

KINGSTON NY PROPERTIES LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 07/02/20. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Jonathan Toby Ledbetter, 269 River 
Road, Ulster Park, NY 12487. Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABILI-
TY COMPANY 

BUCKIE BEECH LLC
BUCKIE BEECH LLC filed Articles of Organi-

zation with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on the 13th of July 2020. Office located 
in Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 7A 
Regina’s Way, Shandaken, NY 12480. Purpose: 
to engage in any and all lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Name: LYNN HERRING ART-
IST, LLC, Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
06/15/2020. Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
C/O LYNN HERRING ARTIST, LLC, 50 Abeel St., 
Unit 4, Kingston, 12401. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Latest date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Wine And Cheese Slabs LLC

Articles of Organization were filed with the 

Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/11/19 Office location: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: James Latini 
1399 RT 44/55 #15 Clintondale NY 12515. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

WOODSTOCK RETREAT, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 07/06/20.

Office: Ulster County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, 452 MacDaniel Road, Bears-
ville, NY 12409. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Dunn Inn, LLC, Articles of Organi-
zation were filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on July 7, 2020. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to Dunn Inn, LLC, PO Box 746, 
Lake Katrine, NY 12449. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Ridgeview Home Consultants LLC, 
Articles of Organization were filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on May 
15, 2020. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: Ridgeview 
Home Consultants LLC, PO Box 1097, New Pal-
tz, NY 12561. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activ-
ities. Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

BASECAMP 3014, LLC
NOTICE is given of the formation of Base-

camp 3014, LLC, a limited liability company, 
by the tiling of Articles of Organization with the 
Secretary of State of the State of New York on 
July 7, 2020. The office of the LLC is located 
in Ulster County, New York. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent of the 
company upon whom process may be served. 
The Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the company served upon her 
to Basecamp 3014, LLC, 3014 Route 44/55, 
Gardiner, New York 12525. The purpose of the 
LLC is to engage in any lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Gotham Capital Group Holdings LLC. Filed 
6/16/20. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY desig. as 
agent for process & shall mail to: 838 Route 
32 Ste 2, Tillson, NY 12486. Registered Agent: 
United States Corporation Agents, Inc., 7014 
13th Ave Ste 202, Bklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: 
General.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-

pany (LLC): Habitat 845 LLC Articles of Organi-
zation were filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on February 21, 2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to 25 N Ohioville Road, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Purpose: Any lawful acts or 
activities. Latest date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date
LEGAL NOTICE

Junder LLC. Filed 7/9/20. Office: Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. as agent for process & shall mail 
to: 22 Deerpath Dr, New Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Name: MANE 101 LLC,. Arti-
cles of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 6/26/2020. 
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: C/O MANE 101 LLC, 828 
State Route 208, Gardiner, 12525. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Habitat HV LLC Articles of Organi-
zation were filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on May 5, 2020. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to 25 N Ohioville Road, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Purpose: Any lawful acts or 
activities. Latest date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of N. Tiano Electric, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 7/17/20. Office location: Ulster 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: c/o The LLC, 22 West 
Pierpont St, Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Moor Business Direct LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 6/18/20. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Moor Business Direct LLC., 
260 Malden Tpk, Saugerties, NY, 12477. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Paton & Son Excavat-
ing and Landscaping LLC.

Articles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of the State of New York on 07/20/2020. 
Office Location: Ulster County. Trevor Paton 
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has been designated as Agent upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. The address to 
which SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him is the LLC, 
at 169 John Joy Road, Woodstock NY 12498. 
Purpose of LLC: To engage in any lawful act or 
activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Realto Studios LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 07/16/202. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the LLC, P.O. Box 
605, Pine Hill, NY 12465. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Seasoned Delicious Foods LLC. 
Articles of Organization were filed with the Sec-
retary of State of New York (SSNY) on 6/17/20. 
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Seasoned Delicious 
Foods LLC., 260 Malden Tpk, Saugerties, NY, 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Shale Hill Hospitality Group LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization were filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York SSNY on 7/27/2020. 
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Shale Hill Hospitality 
Group LLC, 136 Hommelville Rd, Saugerties NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

WM Industries Holding LLC Filled 
5/19/20. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY desig-
nated as agent for process & shall mail 
to: 411 Adelphi Apt 1 Brooklyn NY 11238. 
Purpose: General
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): You Can Be on TV LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 6/18/20. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: You Can Be on TV LLC., 
2232 Route 32, Saugerties, NY, 12477. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of CSDC at Home LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 6/26/2020. Office location, County 
of Ulster. SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 3 Grandview Ave, Kingston, NY 12401. 

Purpose: any lawful act. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification of Downer United, 
LLC. Authority filed with NY Dept. of State on 
7/29/20. Office location: Ulster County. Princ. 
bus. addr.: 2329 Nostrand Ave., 3rd Fl., Brook-
lyn, NY 11210. LLC formed in DE on 7/23/20. 
NY Sec. of State designated agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served and 
shall mail process to: Cogency Global Inc., 122 
E. 42nd St., 18th Fl., NY, NY 10168. DE addr. 
of LLC: 850 New Burton Rd., Ste. 201, Dover, 
DE 19904. Cert. of Form. filed with DE Sec. of 
State, 401 Federal St., Dover, DE 19901. Pur-
pose: all lawful purposes.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Ferro’s Property Main-
tenance LLC Arts. of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 6/22/2020. Office 
location, County of Ulster. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: The LLC, 38 Kisor Rd, Highland, NY 
12528. Purpose: any lawful act. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Fleur de Sel Creative LLC Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 7/23/2020.

Office location: Ulster County. SSNY  has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: Fleur de Sel 
Creative LLC, 6512 US 209. Kerhonkson, NY 
(12446). Purpose: Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification of Glenford United, 
LLC. Authority filed with NY Dept. of State on 
7/29/20. Office location: Ulster County. Princ. 
bus. addr.: 2329 Nostrand Ave., 3rd Fl., Brook-
lyn, NY 11210. LLC formed in DE on 7/21/20. 
NY Sec. of State designated agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served and 
shall mail process to: Cogency Global Inc., 122 
E. 42nd St., 18th Fl., NY, NY 10168. DE addr. 
of LLC: 850 New Burton Rd., Ste. 201, Dover, 
DE 19904. Cert. of Form. filed with DE Sec. of 
State, 401 Federal St., Dover, DE 19901. Pur-
pose: all lawful purposes.
LEGAL NOTICE

INN TANNERSVILLE, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 11/10/2015. Of-
fice in Greene Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to c/o Marvin H. Seligman, PO Box 88 
Jewett, NY 12444. Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Inner Animal Supply LLC. Filed 7/1/20. Of-
fice: Ulster Co. SSNY desig. as agent for pro-
cess & shall mail to: 242 Sheldon Hill Rd, Ol-
ivebridge, NY 12461. Registered Agent: United 
States Corporation Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave 
Ste 202, Bklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Limited Liability 

Company (LLC): Jillian Rachel Properties, 
Articles of Organization were filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on June 
26, 2020. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: Jillian Rachel 
Properties, 171 Van Dale Rd. Woodstock, 
NY 12498.
LEGAL NOTICE

Octavia Grey LLC. Filed: 7/13/20. Office: Ul-
ster Co. Org. in Delaware: 4/29/2020. SSNY 
desig. as agent for process & shall mail to: 142 
Pearl St, Kingston, NY 12401. Foreign add: 
3422 Old Capitol Trail Ste 7000, Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Arts. of Org. filed with Sec Of State 
Delaware, 820 N French St 4th Fll, Wilmington, 
DE 19801. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE

SG EORIOLE A PV, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/30/2020. Office 
in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 186 George Sickle Rd., Saugerties, NY 
12477, which is also the principal business lo-
cation. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

SG EORIOLE B PV, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/30/2020. Office 
in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 186 George Sickle Rd., Saugerties, NY 
12477, which is also the principal business lo-
cation. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

SG NORIOLE PV, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/30/2020. Office 
in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 186 George Sickle Rd., Saugerties, NY 
12477, which is also the principal business lo-
cation. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

SG ONEDIA PV, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/30/2020. Office 
in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 186 George Sickle Rd., Saugerties, NY 
12477, which is also the principal business lo-
cation. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

SG ONTARIO SUN PV, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/30/2020. Of-
fice in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 186 George Sickle Rd., Saugerties, 
NY 12477, which is also the principal business 
location. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

WIGGLE PARTNERS LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 07/29/20. Office: Ulster 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 

PO Box 455, Willow, NY 12495. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

87 Green Street Partners. LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
7/14/2020. Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against may be served & 
shall mail process to Isaac Friedman 203 Bates 
Dr., Monsey, NY 10952. General Purpose
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 416 York Street LLC 
(the “LLC”). Arts. of Org. filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (“SSNY”) on July 8, 
2020. Office Location: Ulster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy to: 20 Bigelow Road, Apt. 3, PO Box 42, 
Malden-On-Hudson, NY 12453. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 418 York Street LLC 
(the “LLC”). Arts. of Org. filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (“SSNY”) on July 8, 
2020. Office Location: Ulster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy to: 20 Bigelow Road, Apt. 3, PO Box 42, 
Malden-On-Hudson, NY 12453. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 422 York Street LLC 
(the “LLC”). Arts. of Org. filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (“SSNY”) on July 8, 
2020. Office Location: Ulster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy to: 20 Bigelow Road, Apt. 3, PO Box 42, 
Malden-On-Hudson, NY 12453. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 423 York Street LLC 
(the “LLC”). Arts. of Org. filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (“SSNY”) on July 8, 
2020. Office Location: Ulster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy to: 20 Bigelow Road, Apt. 3, PO Box 42, 
Malden-On-Hudson, NY 12453. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 424 York Street LLC 
(the “LLC”). Arts. of Org. filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (“SSNY”) on July 8, 
2020. Office Location: Ulster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy to: 20 Bigelow Road, Apt. 3, PO Box 42, 
Malden-On-Hudson, NY 12453. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of AJK Property Manage-
ment LLC (the “LLC”). Arts. of Org. filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (“SSNY”) 
on July 1, 2020. Office Location: Ulster County. 
SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 

Street would see increased business, but 
the whole town would suffer through 
ever-increased, incessant traffic.

Once (and we should be aware there 
may be a considerable IF) the center is 
completed, the downtown residential 
part of the village and adjacent streets 
will completely lose their character, 
charm and attraction. I would not be 

surprised if the value of our properties 
would dip.

Last year we have successfully cam-
paigned for Luis Martinez’s release from 
jail. And I like to think that our work 
helped his cause. But now, I feel we must 
campaign against his construction.

I want to further comment on the 
proposed expansion of Henry W. DuBois 

drive, that I read about in the feedback 
section in the August 12 issue of Hudson 
Valley One. Was there any public hearing 
on this plan? It is absolutely out-of-scope 
what the board is planning, seemingly in 
secret and in haste. 

In this project, too, the community, 
the residents are basically of no interest 
and importance to the board. Although 

our local bikers may benefit from the 
bike lane, that does mean that those 
lanes have to be created in this fashion, 
without any transparency and input from 
the affected residents.

Do not turn Henry W. DuBois Drive 
into another Main Street!

Misha Harnick

New Paltz

Almanac | The Night Sky

Jupiter meets Saturn from Kingston
Jupiter came closest to our planet 

arth just a month ago, so it will continue 
to dominate the sky the rest of the sum-
mer and fall. Jove is in Sagittarius, but 
its brilliant presence really has the look 
of a dazzling star just above a teapot. 
We could tell you it’s low in the south-
east, but such directions are overkill. 
Simply look around the sky any time af-
ter nightfall and find the very brightest 
star. It’s astronomy made simple. 

If you have a small telescope and a 
night when the stars are not twinkling, 
have a look. Jupiter’s colorful features 
include dark belts, white zones, small 
dark and white circular storms, and, 
most famous of all, its Great Red Spot. 
This giant hurricane, twice the size of 
earth, is sometimes beige, sometimes 
brick red, but it’s been orange the past 
few years. Nobody knows what causes 
the persistent color -- probably sulfur 
or phosphorous compounds. 

Jupiter is a true giant. You could take 
all the other planets and double their 
combined masses and you wouldn’t get 
the weight of Jupiter alone. The ancients 

got it strangely right when they named 
it the king of the gods. 

If you don’t have a telescope, using 

steadily braced binoculars, or better still 
those pricey but amazing image-stabi-
lized models shows the four giant moons 

found by Galileo in 1610, which 
often appear as dots in a straight 
line like a string of pearls. Ju-
piter is the only planet orbited 
by moons that has virtually 
no tilt to its axis, which is why 
no matter where each satellite 
happens to stand in its orbit they 
all form a straight line.

So look around the next clear 
night, find the brightest star in 
the sky, and that’s Jupiter. And 
then notice there’s a bright 
but not super-bright star to 
its left. That’s Saturn. Those 
two giant worlds will inch ever 
closer together until they meet 
spectacularly on the first day 
of winter. 

That will be the best con-
junction of our lives. But the 
time for a nice preview of the 
two gas giants is now, the first 
clear night. Country skies are 

unnecessary. You’ll see these planets per-
fectly well from the middle of Kingston.

— Bob Berman

D A M I A N  P E A C H

Damian Peach of Great Britain, currently the world’s best astrophotographer, took this 
picture of Saturn three years ago. Notice the bizarre hexagon at Saturn’s north pole. This 
year the rings look slightly more edgewise, and are blocked behind the ball of Saturn’s 
body instead of partially passing above.
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shall mail a copy to: 20 Bigelow Road, Apt. 3, 
PO Box 42, Malden-On-Hudson, NY 12453. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of ELMENDORF LAND-
SCAPING LLC. Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/18/2020, Office in ULSTER Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to 
TIMOTHY ELMENDORF, c/o ELMENDORF LAND-
SCAPING LLC, 412 Acorn Hill Road, Olivebridge, 
NY 12461. The purpose of the LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or activity, including but not 
limited to landscaping. 
LEGAL NOTICE

HV House Hunters LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 6/15/2020. Cty: Ul-
ster. SSNY desig. as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall mail process to 
455 Acorn Hill Rd., Olivebridge, NY 12461. Gen-
eral Purpose
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Kate G Stevens Nutrition, LLC, Arti-
cles of Organization were filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on 7/23/20. 
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: Kate G Stevens Nutrition, 
LLC 1562 First Ave, #121 New York NY 10028. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific 
date. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of KATHLEEN A. BURCH-
FIELD, LLC. Articles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 1/24/2020. Office in ULSTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to KATHLEEN A. 
BURCHFIELD, LLC c/o KATHLEEN Burchfield, 
18 Holiday Drive, Woodstock, NY 12498. The 
purpose of the LLC is to engage in any lawful 
act or activity, including but not limited to Proj-
ect Management Consulting.
LEGAL NOTICE

LARSON & BROOKS HOLDINGS, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 08/06/20. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 814 Commerce Street, Thornwood, NY 
10594. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Sealed bids for the purchase of a 2020 one 
and half ton dump truck will be received by the 
Village of Saugerties at the office of the Village 
Clerk, 43 Partition Street, Saugerties, NY un-
til 10:00am on Thursday, August 27, 2020 at 
which time said bids will be opened at the Of-
fice of the Village Clerk. All bids will be received 
in accordance with Chapter 605 of the Laws of 
the State of New York. 

The vehicle must be delivered to the Village 
of Saugerties. Manufacturer parts and service 
for the vehicle must be available within 50 miles 
of the municipality. The Village Board of Trust-
ees reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

A copy of the vehicle bid specs can be re-
quested or picked up at the Village of Sauger-
ties Hall located at 43 Partition Street, Sauger-
ties, NY 12477.

For more information call Village Clerk, Lisa 
Mayone at 845-246-2321, ext. 1. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): LM STEYER CONSTRUCTION SER-
VICES LLC. Articles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York on May 
12, 2020. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: LM STEYER 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LLC,  33 Montgom-
ery Street, Apt. H, Saugerties, NY 12477). Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of MAGIC TOWN MEDIA 
LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 07/31/20. Office in Ulster 
County. SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 
67 GREEN ST, Apt 2 Kingston, NY, 12401. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Mixed Greens Trucking, LLC
Notice of Formation of Mixed Greens Truck-

ing, LLC. Articles of Org. filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on 07/30/20. 
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against it served upon him/her to 
78 Fox Hill Road, Wallkill, NY 12589. The LLC 
does not have a specific date of dissolution. 
Purpose: All lawful purposes.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Pitkin Container Homes LLC

Articles of Organization were filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on July 
31, 2020

Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: Pitkin Contain-
er Homes LLC 175 South Street Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Saugertails, LLC Articles of 
Organization were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 6/17/2020. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 

against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Saugertails, LLC 307 Hook 
St, Hurley NY 12443. Purpose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that a license, num-
ber “Pending” for Beer, Wine & Liquor has been 
applied for by the undersigned to sell Beer, 
Wine & Liquor at retail in a Restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 237 FOR-
EST HILL DRIVE KINGSTON NY 12401 for 
On Premises Consumption. 

SKY VIEW MEXICAN RESTAURANT, INC. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Upstate Precision Builders, Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 06/02/2020 
Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 55 Charming Barn 
road Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts or activities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 20 Bigelow Road LLC 
(the “LLC”). Arts. of Org. filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (“SSNY”) on July 8, 
2020. Office Location: Ulster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy to: 20 Bigelow Road, Apt. 3, PO Box 42, 
Malden-On-Hudson, NY 12453. Purpose: any 
lawful activ ity.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLC
802 Wittenberg Road, LLC, a limited liability 

company filed its Articles of Organization with 
the New York State Secretary of State on August 
14, 2020. The office of the LLC is to be located 
in Ulster County in the State of New York. The 
Secretary of State is designated as the agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. The post office address within or with-
out this state to which the Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served is: ATTN: 802 Wittenberg Road, LLC, 802 
Wittenberg Road, Mt. Tremper, New York 12457. 
The LLC has been organized for the purpose of 
conducting any lawful business in the State of 
New York.
LEGAL NOTICE

BLACKBIRD 4 LLC
NOTICE is given of the formation of BLACK-

BIRD 4 LLC, a limited liability company, by the fil-
ing of Articles of Organization with the Secretary 
of State of the State of New York on August 17, 
2020.  The office of the LLC is located in Ulster 
County, New York.  The Secretary of State has 
been designated as agent of the company upon 
whom process may be served.  The Secretary of 
State shall mail a copy of any process against 
the company served upon him to BLACKBIRD 4 
LLC, 11 Morning Star Drive, New Paltz, New York 
12561.  The purpose of the LLC is to engage in 
any lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of ELEANORJACOB, 
LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/09/20. Office in Ulster 
County. SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 
33 Broadway Kingston, NY, 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): MERCAWOOD ELECTRIC, LLC. Arti-
cles of Organization were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 8/10/20. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Jeremy Wood, 104 Rayna St, Hur-
ley, NY 12443. Purpose: Any lawful acts or activ-
ities. Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Three Creeks LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of the State of New York on 08/11/2020.  Of-
fice Location: Ulster County. Paula Dutcher has 
been designated as Agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. The address to which 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process against 
the LLC served upon her is the LLC, at PO Box 
169 Shokan, NY  12491. Purpose of LLC: To 
engage in any lawful act or activity. 
LEGAL NOTICE

JAKROC LLC Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 8/05/2020. Off. Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY to mail copy of process to 
The LLC, P.O. Box 4443, Kingston, NY 12402. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF LLOYD PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Planning Board will be holding on-

line or tele-presence meetings due to the 
CoVid-19 pandemic.  To learn how to partic-
ipate, please go to the Town of Lloyd Web-
site, Planning Board page for directions.

 Notice is hereby given that a public hearing 
will be held by the Town of Lloyd Planning Board, 
Ulster County, State of New York, on the appli-
cation of Violet Jamal, 12 Cassel Rd, Highland 
NY (#96.3-3-5)  is seeking to complete a lot line 
reconfiguration involving two adjacent lots.

The public hearing will take place using We-
bex, a video and tele-presence program on 
Thursday August 27, 2020 at 7:00PM, or as 
soon thereafter as may be heard.

Date: August 17, 2020
Any questions, call (845) 691-2144 Ext. 117, 

Monday through Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm, or 
email us at dbarton@townoflloyd.com
LEGAL NOTICE

Kingston Manager II, LLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 6/26/2020. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent upon whom pro-

cess against may be served & shall mail process 
to Szaferman, Lakind, Blumstein & Blader P.C. 
Attn: Rob Lakind, 101 Grovers Mill Rd., Ste. 200, 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648. General Purpose
LEGAL NOTICE

GARDINER FIRE DISTRICT
NOTICE is given that the Gardiner Fire District 

, Board of Fire Commissioners has rescheduled 
the Budget  2021  Workshop for August 17th, 
2020  to August 24th, 2020 at 7:00 PM, at the 
Gardiner Firehouse, 2349 Rte. 44-55, Gardiner, 
Ulster County, NY  for the purpose of preparing 
the 2021 Gardiner Fire District Budget.  The Gar-
diner Fire District is a taxing entity and all Gar-
diner Fire District residents are encouraged to 
attend this workshop. By Order of the Gardiner 
Fire District, Board of Fire Commissioners, Cher-
yl Oakley, Secretary. 
LEGAL NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE the Town of Woodstock 
Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public meet-
ing at 7:00 pm on Thursday, August 27th, 2020 
at the Mescal Hornbeck Community Center, 56 
Rock City Road, Woodstock, NY.  MASKS AND 
SOCIAL DISTANCING ARE OBLIGATORY. The busi-
ness of the Board will be conducted at that time 
and the following public hearings will be heard:

ZBA Case #20-08. Application of Joseph 
Belluck and Laura Aswad, represented by Ron 
Pordy, (159 Green St, Suite 6, Kingston NY 
12401), for property located at 52 Laura Lane 
a 8.842 acre parcel located within an R8 Zoning 
District for an area variance from the Zoning Law 
of the Town of Woodstock, Article IV, Area & Bulk 
Regulations, Section 260-16, schedule of Area & 
Bulk Regulations, Attachment 2 (A), Residential 
(R8)  in order to legalize a proposed  undersized 
lot (4.798 acres) resulting from a lot line revision. 

ZBA Case #20-09. Application of Sa mantha 
Ryon, for property located at 11 Meadow Court, 
Woodstock NY 12498 , a 0.23 acre parcel locat-
ed within a R 1.5 Zoning District, for variances 
from the Zoning Law of the Town of Woodstock, 
Article IV, Area & Bulk Regulations, Modification 
of required yards, Section 260-26 B (1) (b) for 
a 15 foot infringement into a minimum required 
15 foot side yard setback and Section 260-26 
(A) for a 15 foot infringement into a minimum 
required 25 foot front yard setback in order to 
construct a 12 foot by 18 foot carport.

ZBA Case #20-10. Application of Cynthia Car-
law, as represented by Nicolas Pigugnio of Ron-
dack Construction, 5 Bingham Mills Rd, German-
town NY 12526, for property located at 1310 
Sawkill Road, Kingston NY 12401 , a 0.46 acre 
parcel located within a R8 Zoning District, for 
a  variance from the Zoning Law of the Town of 
Woodstock, Article IV, Area & Bulk Regulations, 
Modification of required yards, Section 260-26 B 
(2) (b) for a 12 foot 12 inch infringement into a 
minimum required 25 foot side yard setback  in 
order to construct a 224 square foot addition to 
a first floor bedroom. .
LEGAL NOTICE

Materia Medica Consulting LLC, Arts of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 7/9/2020. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served & shall mail 
process to 29 Outlook Farm Dr., New Paltz, NY 
12561. General Purpose
LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF LLOYD PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Planning Board will be holding on-

line or tele-presence meetings due to the 
CoVid-19 pandemic.  To learn how to partic-
ipate, please go to the Town of Lloyd Web-
site, Planning Board page for directions.

 Notice is hereby given that a public hearing 
will be held by the Town of Lloyd Planning Board, 
Ulster County, State of New York, on the appli-
cation of Mazella, 18 Tricia Blvd, Highland NY 
(#88.1-8-3) is a SUP for a garage addition w/an 
accessory apartment above.

The public hearing will take place using We-
bex, a video and tele-presence program on 
Thursday August 27, 2020 at 7:00PM, or as 
soon thereafter as may be heard.

Date: August 17, 2020
Any questions, call (845) 691-2144 Ext. 117, 

Monday through Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm, or 
email us at dbarton@townoflloyd.com
LEGAL NOTICE

New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation

Notice of Complete Application
Date: 08/10/2020
Applicant: STRUZZIERI PROPERTIES INC
319 MAIN ST
SAUGERTIES, NY 12477
Facility: SAUGERTIES STEAMBOAT COMPANY
2 Ferry St
Saugerties, NY 12477
Application ID: 3-5148-00168/00008
Permits(s) Applied for: 1 - Article 15 Title 5 

Excavation & Fill in Navigable Waters
1 - Section 401 - Clean Water Act Water Qual-

ity Certification
Project is located: in SAUGERTIES in ULSTER 

COUNTY
Project Description:
Struzzieri Properties, Inc. is proposing to re-

pair and replace the existing damaged timber 
bulkhead along the Esopus Creek (Water Index 
ID No. H-171, Class C) with steel sheet piling. 
The proposed disturbances include the vibratory 
installation of 525 linear feet of steel sheet piling 
approximately 15 inches waterward of the exist-
ing bulkhead, with approximately 6,400 square 
feet of #2 stone backfilling in a 4-ft deep by 4-ft 
wide by 400-ft long trench behind the existing 
bulkhead.

Availability of Application Documents:
Filed application documents, and Department 

draft permits where applicable, are available for 
inspection during normal business hours at the 
address of the contact person. To ensure time-
ly service at the time of inspection, it is recom-
mended that an appointment be made with the 
contact person.

State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) 
Determination

Project is an Unlisted Action and will not have 
a significant impact on the environment. A Neg-
ative Declaration is on file. A coordinated review 
was not performed.

SEQR Lead Agency
None Designated
State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) Deter-

mination
Evaluation using a Structural-Archaeological 

Assessment Form or other information has con-
cluded that the proposed activity will not impact 
registered, eligible or inventoried archaeological 
sites or historic structures.

Coastal Management
This project is located in a Coastal Manage-

ment area and is subject to the Waterfront
Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act.
DEC Commissioner Policy 29, Environmental 

Justice and Permitting (CP-29)
It has been determined that the proposed ac-

tion is not subject to CP-29.
Availability For Public Comment
Contact Person KATHERINE T COFFIN
NYSDEC, 21 S Putt Corners Rd., New Paltz, 

NY 12561
Comments on this project must be submitted 

in writing to the Contact Person no later than 
08/27/2020 or 15 days after the publication 
date of this notice, whichever is later.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS: Sealed bids will be 
received, publicly opened and read at the Ulster 
County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair Street, 
3rd Floor, Kingston, NY 12401 on Thursday, 
September 3, 2020 at 4:00 PM for PER-
SONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, RFB-
UC20-047.  Specifications and conditions may 
be obtained at the above address or on our web-
site at UlsterCountyNY.Gov/purchasing.

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed propos-
als for RFP-UC20-044 PRINTING & COPYING 
SERVICES will be received on or before Friday, 
September 18, 2020 at 4:00 PM at the Ulster 
County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair Street, 
3rd Floor, Kingston, NY. Specifications and condi-
tions may be obtained at the above address or 
on our website at www.co.ulster.ny.us/purchas-
ing

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed propos-
als for RFP-UC20-048 MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES FOR PRESCHOOL TRANSPORTATION 
PROGRAM FOR DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES will be received on or before Friday, 
September 18, 2020 at 4:00 PM at the Ulster 
County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair Street, 
3rd Floor, Kingston, NY. Specifications and condi-
tions may be obtained at the above address or 
on our website at www.co.ulster.ny.us/purchas-
ing

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO RESPONDERS: Sealed propos-
als for RFP-UC20-039 EMPLOYEE ASSIS-
TANCE PROGRAM SERVICES will be received 
on or before Friday, September 11, 2020 at 
3:00 PM at the Ulster County Purchasing De-
partment, 244 Fair Street, 3rd Floor, Kingston, 
NY. Specifications and conditions may be ob-
tained at the above address or on our website at 
www.co.ulster.ny.us/purchasing. 

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing 
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS: Sealed bids will be 
received, publicly opened and, read at the Ulster 
County Purchasing Department, 244 Fair Street, 
3rd Floor, Kingston, NY 12401 on Thursday 
September 17, 2020 at 4:00 PM for INMATE 
CLOTHING AND SUPPLIES RFB-UC20-043.  
Specifications and conditions may be obtained 
at the above address or on our website at Ulster-
CountyNY.Gov/purchasing

Ed Jordan, Ulster County Director of Purchas-
ing
LEGAL NOTICE

WALNUT BROOK, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 08/10/20. Office: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 31 Bush-
wick Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11211. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Petitions Available for Library Trustee
Legal Notice – Woodstock Public Library 

District
Application forms are now available at the Li-

brary for those who wish to run for the Library 
Board of Trustees of the Woodstock Public Li-
brary District. Petition forms read as follows: 
This petition is directed to the Clerk of the Wood-
stock Public Library District. I, the undersigned, 
do hereby state that I am qualified to vote at 
a general Town of Woodstock election and am 
thereby a qualified voter of the Woodstock Public 
Library District for which a nomination of public 
office is hereby made. That my present place of 
residence is truly stated opposite my signature 
hereto and that I do hereby nominate the follow-
ing named person:
______________________________________
(Name)
_____________________________________
(Address)
_______________________________________
(Email)

as a candidate for election to the Woodstock 
Public Library District Board of Trustees to be 
voted for at the election to be held Thursday 
October 1st, 2020 from 12:00pm to 9:00pm.

Petitions require eighteen (18) qualified vot-
ers’ signatures. Please count the signatures be-
fore turning in your petitions.

Please be sure that names are printed and 
then signed. Put the residence not a PO Box.

Petitions must be given to the Clerk of the 
Woodstock Public Library District or his/her ap-
pointed Deputy at the Woodstock Public Library 
District no later than Tuesday, September 1, 
2020 at 6:00pm.

Jessica A. Kerr Library Director
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C L A S S I F I E D SC L A S S I F I E D SC L A S S I F I E D S
100 Help Wanted

Horse farm seeks Part-Time Farm Help for 
weekends and late afternoons 1-2 days 
per week. Must be comfortable working 
around horses, have reliable transporta-
tion. Some grounds work required. 
Contact: headheron55@gmail.com

Kind, Experienced Caregivers for bright, 
outgoing couple in 90’s NEEDED NOW. 
LPN/RN preferred for long-term care 
reimbursement. Will consider CNA/PCA. 
Sundays 8:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; and/or 
Mondays 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Fill-in help also 
needed. Woodstock. Catheter care, cook-
ing, light housekeeping, outings in their car. 
Covid-free, clean drivers license. $23/hr. 
Text: 914-466-0457. Email: Caraleemoor@
gmail.com

200 Educational 
Programs

Certified Math Teacher Grades 7-12. Small 
classes forming (max 4). Local private home. 
“Keep up with virtual math curriculum with 
an IN PERSON TEACHER”. Email: grize-
van@aol.com

220 Instruction

TULLIN RANCH- Horseback Riding, 
Boarding and Events. Specializing in the 
Young Horse and Rider. Tammy Bradley, 
Owner-Trainer. Tullinranch.com 1480 Rt. 
32, Saugerties. 845-481-4321 or cell: 845-
901-2993. tullinranch@gmail.com

225 Party Planning/
Catering

POTTIE FOR YOUR PARTY! HAVING A 
PARTY? TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET 
RENTALS. Weekend, Weekly, Monthly 
Rentals. We have Gray, White, Blue, Tan, 
Green (pine-scented), Pink (rose-scented), 
Red & Blue Handicap Accessible. (We also 
have a few w/sinks). Great for Construction/
Building Sites, Sporting Events, Concerts, 
Street Festivals, Parks, Outdoor Weddings, 
Campsites, Flea Markets, Party Events, etc. 
Call 845-658-8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-

410 Gardiner/
Modena/
Plattekill Rentals

V E R Y  W E L L  M A I N T A I N E D , 
PRIVATELY SITUATED 2-BEDROOM 
MOBILE HOME. Rt. 44/55, near Modena 
Firehouse. Trash service, grounds mainte-
nance, snow clearing. $800/month exclud-
ing utilities. 1-year lease. 1 month security. 
Absolutely no smokers or pets. Perfect for 
working couple. References required. 
Showing after 8/16. Available 9/1. 845-883-
0857.

1-BEDROOM PLUS 1 bedroom size room 
for rent. 900 sq.ft. plus living space. Second 
floor walk-up. $1100/month includes heat 
& hot water. 2085 Rt. 32, Modena. Shown 
by appointment: Sam Slotnick, Century 21 
Alliance, NYS licensed R.E. salesperson; 
845-656-6088.

430 New Paltz 
Rentals

Students/Working grads: 5-BR APT. for 
rent at 26 South Oakwood Terrace. Price 

now reduced to $600/r/m, includes every-
thing except wifi/cable. Year lease from now 
til 5/23/21. Subletting permitted. Email me 
at dietzrentals@hvc.rr.com for more info 
and appt to see.

NEW PALTZ GARDENS 
APARTMENTS

21A Colonial Dr., New Paltz. 1 & 2 BR apts. 
Pets welcome! No security deposit option.  

3-12 month leasing terms. Pool, laundry on site.

845-255-6171
ROOM FOR RENT. Can be used as resi-
dential or an office. $625/month plus secu-
rity. Utilities included. Walking distance to 
everything. Available end of August. 845-
664-0493.

442 Esopus/Ulster 
Park Rentals

SMALL 2-BEDROOM COTTAGE w/deck 
on 10 wooded acres. $1025/month includes 
utilities. Available to see immediately. 
Security deposit required. Call 845-331-
2292.

470 Woodstock/West 
Hurley Rentals

2397 GLASCO TURNPIKE: 1 mile from 
center of town; 2-BEDROOMS. 1100 sq.ft. 
Lots of light, big windows, Fireplace, wood-
burning stove, vaulted ceilings, eat-in kitch-
en, wrap-around deck w/secluded backyard.  
On 1 acre of land plus. $2300/month plus 
utilities. 845-417-5282.

480 West of 
Woodstock 
Rentals

SHOKAN: Quiet 4 ROOM APARTMENT. 
Utilities included plus cable. Private 
entrance. Close to Kingston & Woodstock & 
Onteora Schools. First month, security & ref-
erences. Non-smoker. No pets. $850/month. 
845-657-8654.

ULSTER PUBLISHING POLICY
It is illegal for anyone to: ...Advertise or make any statement that indicates a limitation or preference based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, handicap (disability), age, marital status or sexual orientation. 
Also, please be advised that language that indicates preference (i.e. “working professionals,” “single or couple,” 
“mature...professional,” etc.) is considered to be discriminatory. To avoid such violations of the Fair Housing Law, 
it is best to describe the apartment to be rented rather than the person(s) the advertiser would like to attract. This 
prohibition against discriminatory advertising applies to single family and owner-occupied housing that is otherwise 
exempt from the Fair Housing Act.
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The absolute final deadline is Tuesday at 11 a.m. 
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word per week. Future credit given for cancellations, no refunds.

classifieds@hudsonvalleyone.com
classifieds.hudsonvalleyone.com/place-a-classified-ad
Our fax-machine number is 845-334-8809 (include credit card #)
322 Wall St., Kingston.

contact

deadlines

rates

policy

reach

telephone

phone, mail

weekly

errors

print

web

payment

special 

deals

e-mail

website

fax

drop-off

706-7197. e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.
com

300 Real Estate

Grand 19th Century Farmhouse, 13/14 
rooms (incl. accessory apartment), barn, 8 
acres. Family/company RETREAT, spa, 
reception venue. Zoned for various uses. 
Google 4 Schoolhouse Rd., Saugerties. 
imwrite2@yahoo.com or avli@me.com, 
broker.

360 Office Space/
Commercial 
Rentals

General Office Space for Rent. Located in 
the heart of Woodstock, ready-to-go general 
office space available. This 2nd floor walk-up 
is a 16”x17” (about 300 sq.ft.) space which 
features an additional 4 foot bump out and 
utility closet. Quiet, well-lit, and easily acces-
sible in town, there is on-street parking and 
municipal parking close by. $650/month + 
half month security ($325 and last month’s 
rent); includes heat and electricity. NOT a 
retail space. email: info@woodstockguild.
org to schedule viewing!

65 TINKER STREET, WOODSTOCK. 500 
sq.ft. C/O for food. Private parking. Private 
bathroom. Next to Woodstock Wine & 
Liquors. $2500/month. 845-417-5282.

380 Garage/
Workspace/
Storage

ASHOKAN 
STORE-IT

Ask About Our 
Long Term Storage Discount

 5x10 $40 5x15 $50 10x10 $70

 10x15 $90 10x20 $110 10x30 $150

845-657-2494
845-389-0504

1 Ridge Rd., Shokan, NY 12481

300 Real Estate

The Wolf Team Catskills
at Keller Williams Hudson Valley North’s Pick of the Week
Woodbourne |  Perfect Weekend Getaway Home |  $549,000

Office Direct: 
1-833-WOLF-DEN

15 Taylor St., Kingston NY 12401

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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601 Portable Toilet 
Rentals

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766  |  845-417-6461  |  845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Weekends • Weekly  • Monthly

603 Tree Services

HAVE A DEAD TREE..... CALL ME! Dietz 
Tree Service Inc. Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Stump Grinding. Seasoned Firewood 
for Sale. (845)255-7259. Residential, 
Municipalities.

LAWLESS 
FULLY INSURED         TREE SERVICE

CERTIFIED ARBORIST • CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING 
ALLEN LAWLESS • 845-247-2838

                  SAUGERTIES,
NEW YORK          CELL.: 845-399-9659

615 Hunting/Fishing 
Sporting Goods

GUNS WANTED. CASH PAID. Japanese 
swords, and Militaria. I come to you. 
Transfers, Estimates and Appraisals. Federal 
Firearms License. Spartan Trading Co., 90 
Dug Hill Rd., Hurley, NY. 914-388-9286

650 Antiques & 
Collectibles

WANTED:
VINTAGE GUITARS!

Cash Paid!
We Buy  

Guitars, Amps, Pedals & 
Musical Instruments

Call, Text or Email
212-731-4223

Rivingtoninfo@gmail.com

670 Yard & Garage 
Sales

YARD SALE: Furniture, kitchenware, 
gardening tools & planters. Plants, mas-
sage table, linens, books, GOOD STUFF! 
355 Morgan Hill Road, near Reservoir Inn, 
between Hurley/West Hurley. Saturday, 
8/22, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

695 Professional 
Services

*Jessica Rice*; Beautiful Images Hair 
Salon, 123 Boices Lane, Kingston. Hair- 
845-383-1852; www.beautifulimageshair-
salon.com Makeup- 845-309-6860; www.
jessicamitzi.com

700 Personal & 
Health Services

SPORT OF IRON FITNESS- A Culture of 
Strength. NOW OFFERING $35/MONTH 
OPEN GYM. *State of the Art Strength 
Training Equipment* *Powerlifting, 
Strongman, Olympic Lifting Equipped* 
*9000 sq.ft. facility including 1400 sq.ft. of 
turf. Group Training Sessions - Registered 
Dietician - Youth Programs - Personal 
Training. 120 State Route 28, Kingston. Call 
Today 845-853-8189.

702 Art Services

710 Organizing/
Decorating/
Refinishing

P R O F E S S I O N A L  O R G A N I Z E R /
HOUSEKEEPER. Help w/everyday prob-
lems, special projects; clutter, paperwork, 
moving, gardening & personal assistant. 
Affordable. Fully Insured, Confidentiality 
Assured. MargotMolnar.com; Masters 
Psychology, former CEO, Certified Hospice 
Volunteer. margotmolnar1@gmail.com 
(845)679-6242.

715 Cleaning Services

HOUSE CLEANING for a tidy sum. 845-
658-2073.

COUNTRY CLEANERS
Homes & Offi  ces • Insured & Bonded 

Excellent references.

Call (845)706-1713 
or (845) 679-8932

MAID IN AMERICA. Maintenance clean-
ing of homes & offices. Weekly/every other 
week. Attentive to detail. Many years experi-
ence and excellent local references. Best to 
call between 9 a.m.-10 p.m. (845)514-2510.

717 Caretaking/Home 
Management

720 Painting/Odd 
Jobs

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN WITH A 
VAN. Carpentry, painting, flatscreen mount-
ing, light hauling/delivery, clean-outs. 
Second home caretaking. All small/medium 
jobs considered. Versatile, trustworthy, cre-
ative, thrifty. References. Ken Fix It. 845-
616-7999.

Gary Buckendorf
NEED EXTERIOR PAINTING?

I want to keep Social Distance
I WORK ALONE

Many references in Catskill area and Manhattan
garybuckendorf@gmail.com

917-593-5069

QUALITY • VALUE • RELIABILITY • SINCE 1980

•  Int. & Ext. Painting

• Power Washing

•  Sheetrock &  
Plaster Repair

• Free Estimates

Multiple References Available Upon Request
Licensed & Insured  •  ritaccopainting.com

Interior Painting & Staining,
Sheet Rocking,

All Stages of Remodeling
Residential & Commercial • Free estimates, fully insured

Accepting all major credit cards.

Contact Jason Habernig
845-331-4966/249-8668
Visit my website: Haberwash.com

www.facebook.com/Haberwash

NYS DOT T-12467                 Incorporated 1985

• Residential / Commercial
• Moving • Delivery

• Trucking
• Local & NYC Metro Areas

Shandaken, NY
845-688-2253

Insured Painter and Powerwasher. 
References Available. Works alone and 
Covid Protocol is a must. Contact Matthew 
845-217-5127.

HANDYALL SERVICES: *Carpentry, 
*Plumbing, *Electrical,  *Painting, 
*Excavating & Grading. 5 ton dump trailer. 
Trees cut. Call Dave 845-514-6503- mobile.

House & Estate Cleanouts, Junk Removal, 
Dump Runs. Helping homeowners, realtors 
and property managers for 20 years. One call, 
it’s gone! Senior & disabled discounts. 845-
247-7365. GarysHauling.com

725 Plumbing, 
Heating, AC & 
Electric

Stoneridge Electrical
Service, Inc.

www.stoneridgeelectric.com

Authorized Dealer & Installer
Low-Rate Financing Available

Emergency Generators 

LICENSED         331-4227         INSURED

•  Standby Generators

•  Service Upgrades

• Emergency Service 
Available

•  LED Lighting

• Landscape Lighting

•  Wiring for Pools  
& Spas

740 Building Services

TLK LLC. PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS. 
Weekend, Weekly, Monthly rentals. We have 
Gray, white, blue, tan, green (pine-scented), 
pink (rose-scented), red & blue handicap 
accessible. (We also have a few w/sinks). 
Great for Construction/Building Sites, 
Sporting Events, Concerts, Street Festivals, 
Parks, Outdoor Weddings, Campsites, Flea 
Markets, Party Events, etc. Call 845-658-
8766, 845-417-6461 or 845-706-7197. 
e-mail: TLKportables@gmail.com

From Walls to Floors,
Ceilings to Doors,

Decks, Siding,  
Additions & More

Reliable, dependable & insured
845-591-8812

tedsinteriors@gmail.com

 Ted’s Interiors & Remodeling Inc.

HANDYMAN, HOME REPAIR, Carpentry, 
Remodels, Installations, Roofing, Painting, 
Mechanical repairs, etc. Large and small 
jobs. Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
References available. (845)616-7470.

760 Gardening/
Landscaping

Paramount
Earthworks

Landscaping & Excavation
Commercial and Residential Lawn Care,

Lawn Installation, Land Clearing,
Driveway Repair and More.

Over 25 years of experience, fully insured.

William   (845) 401-6637

920 Adoptions

Loving family of 3 from NY hoping to be 
blessed by Adoption. If you are expect-
ing & considering adoption, please visit us 
at www.nicoleandrichadopt.com  We 
promise unconditional love & stability.  Call/
text 516-350-0776. Home study approved & 
NYS certified.

950 Animals

Look who’s being cared for at Saugerties 
Animal Shelter! We have such loving adult 
cats & kittens just waiting to become part 
of your family. Please put your applications 
in at www.saugertiesanimalshelter.com 
Remember: 2 kittens aren’t twice as much 
fun as 1 kitten; they’re 10 times the fun! Also- 
They’ll always have each other as company. 
And- you will receive twice the love! If you’re 
interested in adopting a kitten, this is a per-
fect time to meet the adorable, lively kittens 
at Saugerties Animal Shelter. Kitten season 
is almost all year long!! Teenage kittens are 
between 10-14 months old. That time-frame 
can vary as each kitten is an individual.  These 
are the adult CATS available for adoption; 
BARNEY; black and white tuxedo. Although 
Barney is FIV positive, this 11-year old cat 
boy is very healthy & so sweet. If you want a 
great lap kitty, Barney could be just the one! 
NINA; 7-year old cat girl, has long black & 
white hair & is sweet and mellow. STARR; 
an opinionated white & orange 1-year old cat 
boy. He’s quite the character! We have Feral 
Kittens who are spayed or neutered & vac-
cinated. In exchange for a safe place to live & 
meals, these ferals will keep your barn free of 
vermin. These are the adult DOGS available 
for adoption. MOLLY: super sweet, spayed, 
7-year old Pittie Lab girl. She’s good w/larger 
dogs but no cats, please. Molly’s tail never 
stops wagging. VERA: about 2-years old & a 
beautiful pitty mix. She must be an only pet. 
She wants to love only you! Since we care 
about everyone’s safety, especially during this 
health crisis, the shelter is open by appoint-
ment only. Appointments are available for 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Please 
call 845-679-0339 to make an appointment 
to meet your new love! Saugerties Animal 
Shelter- 1765 NY-212, Saugerties, NY 12477. 
(SAS is located behind the transfer station.)

960 Pet Care

WOULD YOU LIKE AN OUTDOOR CAT? 
Do you have a barn, garage, shed or outbuild-
ing? Would you like to consider having feral 
cats? You can help cats in need who will help 
keep your barn, etc. free of rodents. The cats 
will be neutered/spayed and up to date w/
shots. Please call the Woodstock Feral Cat 
Project at 347-258-2725.

L&M Pet Sitting
Professional pet care visits  

for cats, dogs, birds, and other exotic species.

Lauren Storm & Michael Steeley
(607) 431-3392

LnMpetsitting@gmail.com

Check us out
on Facebook!

999 Vehicles Wanted

CASH PAID FOR USED cars & trucks 
regardless of condition. Junk cars removed. 
Call 246-0214. DMV 7107350.

 JOIN US!
Become a supporter and 
receive a complimentary 

e-subscription. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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Almanac | music

Making records
D. James Goodwin, owner of 
The Isokon studio in Woodstock

by John Burdick

R
ecording studios are 

uniquely mythologized 
businesses, and the myths 
run the gamut from the 
Spartan to the Caligu-
lan. One thinks of the 

top-selling acts camping out in studios 
(or mansions, or castles) for months at 
a time in label-footed boondoggles and 
Bacchanalias of legendary excess (on 
some occasions detained there at gun-
point by Phil Spector), and coming out 
the other side with something like Exile 
on Main Street, or Night at the Opera, 
or perhaps a total bust for which heads 
rolled. 

On the other hand, we read of Chess 
Records or Stax cutting hit after sol-
id-gold classic hit in pretty much the 
time that it takes to play them back: 
no overdubs, no coddling, and a sound 
that people still fetishize and struggle to 
reproduce. We hear the accomplished 
and famously opinionated rock producer 
Steve Albini mocking the very idea that 
studios need to be conducive to mood and 
creativity, wondering publicly, “What’s 
with all the candles?”

The recording landscape has changed 
radically in the last two decades along 
with every other dimension of the music 
business, and that’s a story with great 
resonance and repercussion locally, for 
the Hudson Valley is and has always been 
a pretty legendary place to make a record. 
The lore centers on Woodstock, where 
giants present and past like Bearsville, 
Allaire, Dreamland, and one nondescript 
pink house minted a host of significant 
20th-century music. 

But the region is dotted with working 
professional studios. To list a few is to 
slight the rest. There are just too many 
to even get started.

In some ways, D. James Goodwin, 
owner of The Isokon studio in Wood-
stock, is a perfectly illogical place to 
begin an exploration of recording in 
the Hudson Valley. The self-described 
contrarian Goodwin is a conundrum: 
from local stock, his work with many 
national acts speaks more to a Brooklyn 
experimental sensibility, the antithesis of 
the fundamentalist Americana for which 
the region is most known. 

And yet he poses a far more subtle 

and complex problem than that. In his 
work with Blitzen Trapper, Kevin Morby, 
Rhett Miller and many more, Goodwin’s 
imprimatur is all over the re-imagined, 
experimental roots rock of the 21st cen-
tury. He can go as weird as you want, 
but he has also been behind the board 
on generational music by the likes of The 
Hold Steady, The National, New Por-
nographers, and — get this — Bob Weir.

As a performer and composer him-
self, has played locally with Ultraam, the 
groovy improvisational noise band that 
made huge sonic waves in local venues 
the last few years. His own recording 
alias, Snowflake, produces an elegant, 
sonically complex brand of psych rock 
with debts to early Pink Floyd and to the 
Chicago post-rock scene of Tortoise. He 
is, like the paradoxical Hudson Valley 
scene, a tough nut to figure.

JB: I just blithely assumed, from your 
credits and connections that your career 
had been a Brooklyn concern with a 
Hudson Valley relocation. Not the case! 
DJG: It’s natural to assume a Brooklyn 
connection, but in fact, I grew up in the 
Hudson Valley, and ended up going to 
Bard College, dropping out after a year. 
But in that time, I met Paul Antonell at 
The Clubhouse, and began engineering 
there in my late teens. I was always the 
kid in the band with the gadgets and the 
four-track, and my father has always been 
a tinkerer, so I think it was a natural fit 
for me. 

I never fancied myself an engineer or 
producer until some time later. For me at 
the time, it was simply a way to record the 
music I was making, but I had no long-
term intention of becoming an engineer. 
I was a control freak -- still am -- and I 
think that informed what I was doing. 
At any rate, I continued on recording, 
because it offered a modest paycheck 
and of course it involved making music, 
which was my primary focus, and why I 
dropped out of Bard. 

I started making a bunch of records 
for Eyeball Records, a label out of New 
Jersey who sort of launched the careers 
of several early-aughts ‘emo’ bands. I 
was the guy who produced their less 
‘emi’ bands: the weirder and stranger 
ones. One of the bands I produced was 
Murder By Death. 

After that record, I had begun to 
realize that I actually loved producing 

and engineering, and that I was intended 
to be in that place. And from then on, I 
was more intentional about my work, 
and less cavalier. I think it really became 
my craft at that point. That was in my 
mid-20s, I guess. 

Not long after that, I built a mixing 
room in my house on Woodstock, and 
then eventually built what is now The 
Isokon, where I do most of my work since 
2010. And the rest, as they say, is history.

With your connections to the Brooklyn 
scene and specifically to the auspices of 
a huge, era-defining band like The Na-
tional, I’d assume the temptation to move 
south has been ever-present. What keeps 
you here? The beauty? The comparatively 
less cut-throat economic environment? A 
sense that things are “happening” here in 
Kingston and elsewhere?
I preferred not living in the city, and 
preferred being surrounded by the trees 
and the mountains. 

Certainly the economics helped, but 
I never wanted to live in Brooklyn. I had 
often considered it, thinking it would be 
a good career move. But as it happened, 
I just drilled into the Hudson Valley, and 
made a commitment to make it work 
here, at all costs. 

I never found myself enamored with 
the cultural vibe here, though I didn’t 
dislike it. I just didn’t care much either 
way. I travel a lot, so I have often gotten 
to experience other places deeply, but as 
time moved on, I always felt relief coming 
back here. Maybe it was the combination of 
being close to the city, but just far enough 
out to be not only beautiful but affordable. 

Your credits tell an ambiguous story: 
you’re a modernist in many respects, 
fluent in Eno and 20th-century exper-
imental tradition, and people have cer-
tainly gone to you for a dose of BK-style 
avant hip. But many of your records are 
pop, some of them pretty damn organic 
in a way that plays well here in the land 
of Levon. Do you feel you have an am-
bidextrous quality of being sensitive to 
traditional song values while also being 
able to infuse and even undermine them 
with sonic experimentation, modernist 
strategies?
Most definitely I think that’s a wound-
in part of my aesthetic. I’m not sure it’s 
conscious, but I’m definitely aware of it. 
I enjoy the push and pull of competing 
narratives, artistically. And I’ve always 
enjoyed the idea of musique concrete 
pushing against traditional instruments 
and writing. 

 The subversion of a norm is always 
compelling to me. I think it’s why I 
work the way I do, and why certain 
artists might be drawn to my prism, or 
my lens. I definitely view myself as a bit 
of a rogue. I’m wired naturally to be a 
contrarian. I’ve never been smitten with 
the rootsy, Americana history of the HV, 
but I’ve always respected it, and enjoyed 
the fruits of its influence. I think there 
is an inherent paradox in my aesthetic, 
both culturally and musically, that finds 
interesting ways to subvert the historical 
norm of this area. I probably wear that 
as a badge of honor, if I’m being honest. 

How aware are you of the region’s his-
torical legacy of notable studios, some 
pretty legit “big boys” from rosier days 
like Bearsville and Allaire all the way 
to heavy composers/arrangers like Da-
vid Baron or Chris Maxwell and their 
optimized small spaces? How would you 
describe the relationships between studio 
people up here? 
I’ve worked at all those places, and it 
inspired my commitment to making it 
work up here. Certainly helps that the 
history works in our favor here. For all of 
his faults, Albert Grossman had a vision 
of this place, and it certainly came true 
in many respects. 

I think everyone here is pretty famil-
iar with each other, and quite mutually 

respectful. David Baron and I have done 
a ton of stuff together, and Danny Blume, 
another producer and engineer here. So 
yeah, I think we all have adopted the 
‘rising tide lifts all boats’ approach to 
each other. And we all do such different 
things that it’s easy to carve your space 
amongst it

When you worked with Bob Weir, was 
there any palpable sense of being part of 
a reinvention, a hip reclamation of The 
Dead’s legacy? 
|Interestingly, he was intent on that 
record having very little to do with The 
Dead. It was all cowboy songs from his 
youth, and that framed the entire thing. 
Of course, the connection wasn’t lost 
on me, and the sense of reclaiming the 
legacy was of course a latent thought, 
the whole time. 

I will admit though: the first time I 
heard Bob’s voice through the mic, at my 
studio, the importance of that moment 
was not lost on me. It was an incredible 
moment that I’ll never forget.

The last decade has seen a traumatically 
sudden de-professionalization of the 
recording profession as a result of the 
virtual disappearance of record revenues. 
At the same time, many artists started to 
develop recording competency (and mic 
lockers!) themselves, and the job of studios 
became very hybrid and ala carte, not 
as much end-to-end. You have survived 
(and prevailed) through all of that. How?
At the risk of sounding pompous, I think 
it is because I view what I do as an art 
form. I don’t really think of myself as an 
engineer, or producer. I’m just an artist, 
and I have a perspective. I’ve been for-
tunate in that many people I respect and 
admire have found my perspective to be 
valuable to them, and I suspect this is 
why I have managed to have a fulfilling 
career, thus far. 

Also being a contrarian, I am paradox-
ically flexible and inflexible in my pro-
cesses. Not sure how to say that simply, 
other than to say that I have never been 
beholden you the traditional patterns 
of working or soliciting or managing 
my career. I have sort of done my own 
thing, in my own way, and that’s fostered 
some very worthwhile and meaningful 
relationships over the years.

Live music is facing a completely un-
expected transformation. How do you 
think that is going to affect the recording 
profession?
I’m concerned for smaller artists who 
rely on touring as a primary means of 
revenue. I’m concerned they will have to 
make sacrifices that don’t benefit their 
creative process. How that manifests 
itself in the recording world is yet to be 
seen, but I predict that it may have a 
somewhat positive effect on experimen-
tation, as people may be more willing to 
be creative in how they make records. 

Records will always be made. I think 
that this may sort of refocus some of 
the energy that record-making has lost 
in the last decade. It might also put a 
primacy back on the ‘product’ of the 
‘record’, rather than the heavy reliance 
on touring. Whether or not we culturally 
rise to that moment is yet to be seen, but 
I am hopeful.

M O N I K  M .  G E I S E L

D. James Goodwin.
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